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 Praise for HUNDREDS OF HEADS™ Survival Guides:

“A concept that will be... a huge seller and a great help to people. I firmly believe that today’s readers want sound bytes of information, not tomes. Your series will most definitely be the next ‘Chicken Soup.’”

—CYNTHIA BRIAN 
TV/RADIO PERSONALITY, BEST-SELLING AUTHOR: CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE GARDENER’S SOUL; BE 
THE STAR YOU ARE!; THE BUSINESS OF SHOW BUSINESS



“Move over ‘Dummies’…Can that ‘Chicken Soup’…Hundreds of Heads are on the march to your local bookstore!”

—ELIZABETH HOPKINS 
KFNX (PHOENIX) RADIO HOST, THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX






Advance Praise for

 

HOW TO SURVIVE A MOVE

 

“How to Survive A Move is full of common sense ideas and moving experiences from every-day people. I have been in the moving industry for 22 years and I was surprised at all the new ideas I learned from your book!”

—FRED WALLACE 
PRESIDENT, ONE BIG MAN & ONE BIG TRUCK MOVING COMPANY 
WWW.ONEBIGMAN.COM



“I’ve been in the real estate business for 29 years and I thought I’d heard it all--until I read this book! I loved it and learned a few things myself! I will definitely recommend How to Survive A Move to all of my clients.”

—CHERI HURD 
PRUDENTIAL COLORADO REAL ESTATE






Praise for other HUNDREDS OF HEADS™ guides:

 

HOW TO SURVIVE YOUR MARRIAGE

 

“Reader-friendly and packed full of good advice. They should hand this out at the marriage license counter!”

—BOB NACHSHIN 
CELEBRITY DIVORCE ATTORNEY AND CO-AUTHOR OF I DO, YOU DO . . . BUT JUST SIGN HERE



“Full of honest advice from newlyweds and longtime couples. This book answers the question–‘How do other people do it?’”

—ELLEN SABIN, MPH, MPA 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EQUALITY IN MARRIAGE INSTITUTE



“A unique offering, and sorely needed resource, of advice and wisdom from men and women who have found creative solutions to the many challenges of marriage and now are reaping its rewards.”

—MARCIA NADEL, JD, MFT (MARRIAGE FAMILY THERAPIST)



“How to Survive Your Marriage is a fun companion to research-based marriage manuals. Great for starting a discussion with your partner or laughing at the commonality of concerns that engaged couples often face.”

—DRS. PATRICK AND MICHELLE GANNON 
PSYCHOLOGISTS/COUPLES EXPERTS AND FOUNDERS OF MARRIAGE PREP 101



“This book is the best wedding present I got! It’s great to go into a marriage armed with the advice of hundreds of people who have been through it all already!”

—ANN MEAGHER 
MARRIED 2 MONTHS



“Congratulations! What a great idea. My wife and I (95 and 96) don’t intend to quit after 71 years of marriage--it’s a great institution. This book should help lots of other people match our record.”

—DAVID COHEN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, FRIENDS OF QUEENS COLLEGE (NY) LIBRARY 
MARRIED 71 YEARS



HOW TO SURVIVE YOUR BABY’S FIRST YEAR

 

“An amazing kaleidoscope of insights into surviving parenthood, this book will reassure moms and dads that they are not alone in the often scary world of bringing up baby.”

—JOSEF SOLOWAY, M.D., F.A.A.P. 
CLINICAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PEDIATRICS 
WEILL MEDICAL COLLEGE OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY



“What to read when you’re reading the other baby books. The perfect companion for your first-year baby experience.”

—SUSAN REINGOLD, M.A. 
EDUCATOR



“Full of real-life ideas and tips. If you love superb resource books for being the best parent you can be, you’ll love How to Survive Your Baby’s First Year.”

—ERIN BROWN CONROY, M.A. 
MOTHER OF 12, AUTHOR, COLUMNIST, AND CREATOR OF TOTALLYFITMOM.COM



HOW TO SURVIVE DATING

 

“‘Be yourself’ may be good dating advice, but finding Mr. or Ms. Right usually takes more than that. For those seeking more than the typical trite suggestions, the new book How to Survive Dating has dating tips from average folks across the country. It’s like having a few hundred friends on speed-dial.”

—KNIGHT RIDDER/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE (KRT)



“Great, varied advice, in capsule form, from the people who should know--those who’ve dated and lived to tell the tale.”

—CARY TENNIS 
COLUMNIST, SALON.COM



“A wonderful book, with thought-provoking advice--I’m going to recommend it to all my members. It gives valuable perspectives from others in the dating world. A one-stop shop for dating tips!”

—SARAH KATHRYN SMITH 
OWNER, EIGHT AT EIGHT DINNER CLUB--A BETTER WAY TO MEET!



“Reading this book, I laughed out loud and also got randomly offended, depressed and even inspired.... A most superior art form for dating manuals.”

—THE COURIER-JOURNAL (LOUISVILLE)



“Reading How to Survive Dating is like having a big circle of friends in one room offering their hard-earned advice about the toughest dating dilemmas. From the first kiss to knowing when it’s time to say ‘I love you,’ this book can help you avoid the headaches and heartaches of dating. How to Survive Dating is a must-read for singles.”

—THE WAUKON STANDARD (IOWA)



“Hilarious!”

—TEENA JONES 
THE TEENA JONES SHOW, KMSR-AM (DALLAS)



HOW TO SURVIVE YOUR FRESHMAN YEAR

 

“An amazing collection of tips, stories and fun. A tour de force. A great send-off for every high school senior.”

—JEFFREY P. KAHN, PH. D 
PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR BIOETHICS



“If only there had been a guide like this when I went to college, I could have avoided a lot of mistakes.”

—LESLIE GILBERT-LURIE 
PRESIDENT, LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION



“Explains college to the clueless . . . This quick read is jam-packed with tidbits.”

—COLLEGE-BOUND TEEN, SPRING 2004



“A fun book... A plethora of candid suggestions... helps new college students get a head start on having a great time and making the most of this new and exciting experience.”

—COLLEGE OUTLOOK, FALL 2004



“Questions are addressed with honesty and humor. This would be a great book to have for the graduating high school seniors to make them less anxious about college.”

—MLS INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICE ‘HIDDEN GEM’, JULY 2004
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WARNING:

This Guide contains differing opinions. Hundreds of Heads will not always agree. Advice taken in combination may cause unwanted side effects. Use your Head when selecting advice.








 Introduction

Moving is a unique experience for everyone. For some, it means tying a mattress to the roof of the car and driving down the block. For others, it’s uprooting an entire family and relocating across the country or across the ocean. No matter how you do it, or when, it’s always an adventure.

Now, movers everywhere should pack one more item on their trip: this book. Other advice books, no matter how smart or expert their authors, are generally limited to the knowledge of only one or two people. This book, the fifth in the HUNDREDS OF HEADS™ Survival Guide series, takes a different approach: We’ve talked to hundreds of people about their relocation experience and compiled their advice for your benefit. If two heads are better than one, as the saying goes, then we think hundreds of them are even better.

Among the words of wisdom collected here, you’ll learn the best ways to pack your cat or dog (or, as the case may be, your fish). You’ll be inspired to trash or sell half your stuff. You’ll measure the benefits of professional movers vs. your willing, pizza-hungry friends. You’ll help your kids with the tough transition. You’ll find the perfect way to say goodbye to friends and family, and the best methods of packing and driving a giant truck. You’ll learn fun ways to meet the new neighbors and get settled into your new home. And you’ll experience, and hopefully learn from, our Worst Moves Ever.

You’ll also realize that everyone has their own method for the madness of moving. When you interview this many people, not everyone agrees. For your benefit, we’ve put conflicting advice together. It’s up to you to decide which approach works for you.

Best of all, in this book you’ll read entertaining personal stories from people across the country—some funny, some inspiring, some downright practical. It’s like inviting hundreds of your best friends to your house, sitting them down at the dinner table, and talking about the subjects that interest you.

So, read on. If life is an adventure, you’re about to truly live. The road ahead might be fraught with peril, or paved with good times. Just remember to lift with your legs. Sooner or later, you’ll get to where you’re going. Our advice: Don’t go it alone.

 

 

JAMIE ALLEN 
KAZZ REGELMAN

 KEY

So that you’ll know just how expert our respondents really are, we’ve included their credentials in this book. Look for these icons:[image: 004] = 0-4 Moves

[image: 005] = 5-7 Moves

[image: 006] = 8 or more Moves










1

  Making Your Move: Why Go, and Where? 

Moving is one of the most challenging things you can do: Take your daily life and everything that’s familiar, throw it all in the blender known as a moving truck, and see what comes out when you get to the other side. Yet it’s precisely what 1 in every 7 Americans does every year. Why? Is it the adventure? The restlessness inherent in humans? Or, some sado-masochistic urge? And once you decide to move, how do you go about finding a good place to live? Your journey begins here.

 

I LIKE MOVING! It’s an unknown adventure, into a better situation, just waiting for me to experience.

—DENVER AQUINO 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
[image: 007]7 MOVES




 

MOVING IS THE MOST EXCITING THING YOU CAN DO.

—SHARON LONDON 
SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA 
[image: 008] 5 MOVES
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If there is a strong smell of deodorizer or potpourri, be suspicious.

—CLINTON HAGER 
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
[image: 010] 6 MOVES




I DREAD THE ACTUAL PROCESS OF MOVING. I generally like relocating to a new space/neighborhood and the exploration and discovery that goes along with it, but when it comes to packing and hauling the stuff, I’ll moan about it nonstop.

—KRISTEN J. ELDE 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
[image: 011]10 MOVES



WHEN LOOKING FOR AN APARTMENT, the phrase you should look for is “All utilities included.”

—DOMINIQUE COLEMAN 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
[image: 012]5 MOVES
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YOU HAVE TO MOVE FOR THE RIGHT REASONS. Moving for a job or a relationship can end in disaster. It’s important to find a connection with the new environment for yourself. In the end, it won’t be heavy boxes and a sore back that make the move miserable, but realizing that you made a mistake.

—JOHN FRANCIS 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 014]6 MOVES



I’VE MOVED TO SIX COUNTRIES. Before each move we made a pro and con list. We included our children in the process. We added everything to the list—like missing friends, the chance to make more money, warm weather all year, changing schools, etc. Then we made the decision based on how many pros and how many cons we had. The pro side was always longer.

—PAGET PERRAULT 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
[image: 015]6 MOVES



ENJOY NEW PLACES, because if you stay in one place too long you’ll grow old quickly.

—JOE SCHWAB 
DENVER, COLORADO



“Go for it. Life is bigger than your comfortable little town, life or situation. Moving will help you realize how strong and self-sufficient you really are. ”

—CRISTOFFER L. 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA ”



MOVING IS AN ADVENTURE—a chance to start over, meet new people, and see new places. It’s a chance to set up a new house and make it your own, each time making changes and redefining yourself.

—JENNIFER PIKE 
MONTICELLO, MINNESOTA 
[image: 016] 15 MOVES



MOVING IS PURE HELL. It’s as if a supreme being combined the worst elements of torture, scavenger hunts, paper cuts, and body fatigue into one painful, emotionally punishing episode. The only upside is that you are changing your life and getting into a new situation.

—BART G. FARKAS 
COCHRANE, ALBERTA, CANADA 
[image: 017] 8 MOVES
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WHEN ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

In the dead of winter, I was living in an apartment where the thermostat wasn’t set right. It was 30 below outside and only 56 degrees inside. It was so cold that I’d put on long johns, sweatpants and a bathrobe, then lay in bed with the covers over me in a fetal position, shivering. I called my landlord to complain about 10 times. He didn’t do anything except threaten to evict me if I complained again. I could have fought him, but instead I decided to find a new place when my lease was up. My landlord was not a nice guy. To stick around and battle it out with him would’ve made the problem much worse.

—JUDEE A. 
MONTPELIER, VERMONT 
[image: 019] 20 MOVES
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MAKE SURE YOU HAVE A GOOD, REAL REASON for moving—e.g. to be closer to family, move in with your fiancé, accept a great job or enter the witness protection program. Whether you move to Nowheresville or a fun, busy city, it helps to have a career to focus on or a relationship that provides you with support and a social outlet.

—TINA MITRO



[image: 021]

IN ORDER TO MOVE JOYFULLY, you have to cultivate the feeling that you are “being moved,” as if destiny has brought you right where you need to be.

—MICHAEL ALPERSTEIN 
PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 022] 15 MOVES
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If you rent your home, you are more than three times more likely to move in the next year than if you own.

—MSN




MOVING IS A TIME TO CLARIFY really what is important to you. It’s also a great opportunity to step out of your comfort zone, and reinvent yourself. Since moving, I’ve been exploring other things. I’ve had to meet new people, and all of a sudden I’m trying different things, which I don’t think I’d have done if I’d stayed where I was.

—M.Z. THWAITE WEEKS 
RIVERTON, NEW JERSEY 
[image: 024] 6 MOVES



LIVE NEAR YOUR FRIENDS. That way, you instantly know your neighbors. Every Saturday night, my friends and I ate chicken fajitas and hamburgers and played board games. I could go “out” by only moving 20 feet. It made me feel like part of a community and part of a family.

—SHAWN W. HARWARD 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
[image: 025] 8 MOVES
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Home sales peak in April, May and June. It is the prettiest time of year to sell and the weather is generally conducive to human comfort.

—THE EVERYTHING HOMESELLING BOOK




YOU KNOW IT’S TIME TO MOVE AGAIN when your family room can no longer accommodate your kids, their friends and the dog. They have all grown too big, and everything feels cramped and crowded.

—ROBYN MURAMOTO 
CENTENNIAL, COLORADO 
[image: 027] 4 MOVES



MAKE SURE YOU HAVE SOMEWHERE TO MOVE INTO after you’re out of one place. We didn’t plan it right, so my wife and I had to stay with my in-laws for six months in between houses. I don’t wish that upon anyone.

—C.S. 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 
[image: 028] 7 MOVES



YOUR NEW HOME SHOULD BE FAIRLY CLOSE to things like a gas station, supermarket and a restaurant. The first apartment my wife and I lived in was kind of isolated. One year there was a huge snowstorm and we couldn’t get out of the house for a whole weekend. It would have been nice if there had been a market nearby. Instead, we ate pork and beans for three days.

—MARTY L. 
EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO 
[image: 029] 4 MOVES
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WHEN LOOKING FOR A HOUSE, go with your instincts. After about a year of searching for a new home, my mother came across a small town where the school mascot is the hippo. She loves hippos and decided that she had found the place. She’s been very happy there ever since, even though she is tempted to steal that school’s hippo statue everyday.

—DESIREÉ MARTINEZ 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
[image: 031] 5 MOVES



VIRTUAL HOME SHOPPING

The Internet can be a huge help in your search for a new abode. Here are some helpful hints about where to surf them out.

 

I FOUND MY LAST APARTMENT (in Seattle) by going to the classifieds at NWSource.com (http://classifieds.nwsource.com/rentals/). I found it easy to navigate to exactly which neighborhood interested me and to sort by price. They also keep them fairly up-to-date.

—ANNETTE C. YOUNG 
VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON 
[image: 032] 8 MOVES



IF YOU’RE MOVING TO A BIG CITY, log onto Craigslist.org first—it’s phenomenal. It’s how I found a studio apartment, my roommates and two jobs when I moved to San Francisco. One word of warning, however: The helpfulness factor varies depending on the city you’re moving to. In San Francisco, everybody uses Craigslist. In Denver, not so much.

—LIBBY DEBLASIO 
DENVER, COLORADO 
[image: 033] 7 MOVES



THE LAST TIME WE MOVED, we used Yahoo for maps, and my wife checked out the city online, browsing the online version of the newspaper and looking at rental listings. Given how much information is available online these days, the Internet can often give you a very good idea of what to expect in your new location.

—BRAD COOK 
CHICO, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 034] 6 MOVES





TAKE MY ADVICE—never go to look at a potential house at night. In the dusk of a late September evening, the rustic 200-year-old farmhouse I’d rented in Brewster, New York seemed to have everything I was looking for. But the previous night’s rain had created axle-breaking potholes in the road, turning it into a deadly carnival ride. Pulling into my parking space, I watched my spotless classic car slowly sink in the mud.

—MICHAEL JEFFERSON 
MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORK 
[image: 035] 4 MOVES



“When I was a kid my family moved across the street and five houses down. Never do this. It was the most frustrating and futile packing process ever.

—ISABELLA 
CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS



[image: 036]

CHECK OUT THE CARS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD you are considering. Make sure that they all have tires on them, that the windows are not knocked out and covered with plastic and that they have no big locks on the steering wheel.

—K.S. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
[image: 037] 8 MOVES



RESEARCH THE NEW HOMETOWN EXTENSIVELY on the Internet and watch the real estate market online. Consider it a new adventure after asking, “Do we really need to go?”

—SHARLANE BLAISE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 
[image: 038] 1 MOVE



DO NOT MOVE INTO A FOURTH-FLOOR WALK-UP apartment with your girlfriend. You’ll end up carrying everything up and down the stairs, including the laundry.

—J.P. 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
[image: 039] 8 MOVES
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EVEN IF LIVING QUARTERS ARE HARD TO FIND, don’t allow yourself to take a place too far from where you work. When I moved to New York City, I wound up in an apartment in Jamaica, Queens. By subway, it was 1 hour and 45 minutes to work. And I had 3 jobs! I was a mess; I was never home. I would finish work at 1 or 2 in the morning, then I had to take the train all the way back. As soon as possible, I moved closer.

—BRANDON CUTRELL 
COLUMBUS, INDIANA




[image: 041]

Nearly 45 percent of all moves occur between Memorial Day and Labor Day.

—U-HAUL




YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU’LL FIND your dream place. A few months ago I was looking in the newspaper and saw a tiny classified ad for an apartment. It didn’t sound like anything special, but the next day, I went to look at it, fell in love, and signed the lease on the spot!

—SHARON NAYLOR 
MADISON, NEW JERSEY 
[image: 042] 10 MOVES



THINK ABOUT HOW YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR TIME, and pick a place where it’s convenient to do those things. I teach yoga, so I made sure to be close to some studios where I could teach. Tranquility is important to me, so we’re near a park. No matter how much you like a house, if you don’t like the neighborhood, or if you find yourself commuting all the time to everything, you’ll be miserable.

[image: 043]

—E. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 044] 3 MOVES
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Best cities for singles: Boston, Austin, Washington DC-Baltimore, Raleigh-Durham, Denver-Boulder.

—FORBES




DO YOUR RESEARCH. Visit the place you may move to and do things like go to a grocery store, go out to dinner, go to the mall and drive around the neighborhood. That way, you get to see how people interact with you and each other.

—Gabryela Compean 
—GABRYELA COMPEAN 
RIO MEDINA, TEXAS [image: 046] 3 MOVES



WHILE INVESTIGATING A NEIGHBORHOOD or a particular building, ask the locals for their opinion. At an apartment building I was interested in, I pushed buttons until I found someone home. The guy who answered let me up into the building and answered all my questions about neighbors, rodents, and utilities. You can also ask people on the street. I stopped a woman and asked her if it was a safe area. She gave me good information. People usually tend to be helpful, and want to show what they know.

—AMANDA SLAUGHTER 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK



I HAD ONLY ONE CRITERION: I just wanted a dishwasher. I’d been washing dishes by hand for 5 years, and was ready for a change.

—JEREMY FORCÉ 
NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 
[image: 047] 12 MOVES



“Avoid living near lots of boys between the ages of 14 and 19. They love loud music, hang out in groups of 8, drink, rev their cars, and drive dangerously. They all should be exiled to an island.

—S.C. 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
[image: 048] 40 MOVES



WHEN I MOVE, I look for parks and neighborhoods with kids. Good school districts, sports leagues, and community centers are important for families.

—D. L. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
[image: 049] 8 MOVES



EARLY ON, WE DECIDED WHAT MATTERED MOST to us for our new home: a neighborhood with kids, dogs, and a good hospital nearby. Identifying these criteria early really helped to narrow our search.

—SANDI 
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 050] 1 MOVE
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SELL YOURSELVES . . .

When we first moved to Los Angeles 5 years ago we got really discouraged while trying to buy a house. The market is crazy and when we finally found a house that we loved and was in our price-range, they already had 3 other bids in place. The original owners called us and said we didn’t get the house because another couple had put 50% down. From there I just went into sell mode because really, both my husband and I had great jobs, were getting paid well, had been pre-approved for our loans—so why should it matter whether we put 50% down or 5% down?

 

I called the owner and pleaded our case. The other couple was just buying the house for investment purposes—they never planned to live there. We really wanted to raise a family in that house and we wanted our baby to have a great backyard like that in Los Angeles. Then I reiterated how we weren’t a risk—both employed with great jobs, no problems getting approved for loans, etc. By the morning we got a call from the owner saying she had reconsidered and wanted us to have it! We couldn’t believe it. Do not give up on a house you really want!

—M. SOELBERG 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 052] 5 MOVES
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IF POSSIBLE, GIVE YOURSELF PLENTY OF TIME to check out the place you’re moving to. When I moved to Chicago, I had to start my new job right away and needed a place to live in immediately. I moved into an apartment that, in retrospect, didn’t meet my needs. Three months later, I found a place that worked better for me, so I moved again. If I had had more time to look to begin with, I might have found a better fit from the start.

—ROBERT MUCHA 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
[image: 054] 5 MOVES



SIT IN THE POTENTIAL APARTMENT AND LISTEN to see how loud the outside noise is. A quick walk through the new apartment won’t measure how thin your walls/windows are! I wish I had done that before signing the lease at my new place. I hear their every whisper and got in trouble recently for cheering during a Yankee game.

—BRIAN R. 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
[image: 055] 2 MOVES
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Consider cost of living: You need to earn almost $57,000 in San Francisco to match the buying power of the $27,000 you earn in Birmingham, Alabama.

—CNN.COM




IF YOU’RE MOVING TO AN UNFAMILIAR CITY and you’re trying to find a good neighborhood or apartment to live in, pay attention to the kinds of cars that are parked in the area. Do the cars look well maintained, or do they look visibly in need of repair? If the people who live there don’t take good care of their cars, they probably don’t take good care of their residence.

—M.B. 
EDMOND, OKLAHOMA 
[image: 057] 3 MOVES
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LOOK IN THE RESTAURANT GUIDES for the kinds of places that you like to go—not fancy once-in-awhile places but regular places for when you just don’t feel like cooking. Those are the neighborhoods to check out.

—DANI 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 060] 10 MOVES



“Don’t live next door to a liquor store with bulletproof glass that sells ‘40s’ and wine with screw tops. ”

—K.S. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
[image: 061] 8 MOVES



I’M ITALIAN, SO WHEN I MOVED TO TOWN I knew I would like the Italian neighborhood. My landlord was Italian. My neighbors were Italian. There were Italian restaurants and bakeries nearby, and I could walk to work. It felt like a real home.

—JASON 
MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT 
[image: 062] 3 MOVES



IF YOU’RE LOOKING AT HOUSES and find one you really love, don’t keep looking. If the house is what you want and the price is right, chances are you’ll never find one like that again. It’s not like shopping for clothes.

—ROSETTA HAMMOND 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY



FIND A PLACE WITH THICK WALLS if you don’t want to hear other people’s business. We rented one apartment where we could hear the couple above us having sex. Every time they came home we’d hear them climbing the steps and then, minutes later, we could hear them going at it right above our bedroom. Most times it was funny but some nights it was just annoying.

—ANGELA 
FROSTBURG, MARYLAND 
[image: 063] 3 MOVES



HAVING A PLACE TO MOVE TO when the time comes to move out of your current residence is always a good tip—one I should have followed when I moved last fall. I ended up sleeping on my mattress at a friend’s house in the middle of the hall for two weeks. It was no fun at all.

—HEATHER S. 
PACIFIC BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 064] 7 MOVES
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Move every two years. Otherwise, the dust bunnies never get cleaned.

—SHANON DRAYTON LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA [image: 066] 30 MOVES




IN EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE HOUSING MARKETS, you must bid above the asking price. Houses can go in one day, so to make the offer attractive you have to have your bid in on time. Another thing that helped us was writing a personal letter with a photo of us—happy newlyweds—telling the owners that it would be our first house together and explaining why the house was perfect for us, how much we loved the neighborhood, etc. In another market, they might have laughed at us for doing that, but in our case, it sealed the deal!

—LINDSEY GAWRON CALDWELL 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 
[image: 067] 1 MOVE
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Make sure you are not commuting with the masses.

—K.S. 
BALTIMORE,  
MARYLAND 
[image: 070] 8 MOVES




WHEN CHOOSING A HOME, consider how far away you are from a police station and how long the response time will be if you should need to call them.

—ANA VIGIL 
OLMOS PARK, TEXAS 
[image: 071] 1 MOVE



SOME SAY NOT TO LIVE IN THE SAME BUILDING as your landlords, but I had a good experience. Mine were a nice family from Italy. They had a small plot of land that they used to cultivate peaches and eggplants and beefsteak tomatoes. I would often come home and find a bag of something waiting for me on the doorknob.

—GIDEON D’ARCANGELO 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
[image: 072] 12 MOVES
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IF YOU ARE OBSESSIVE, moving gives you a great opportunity to clean your things before you pack them, and then again after you unpack.

—SHARON LONDON 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 074] 5 MOVES



ALWAYS CHECK THE WATER PRESSURE. You don’t want a shower that drips at its full potential. Also, make sure the temperature doesn’t go from hot to cold at random so you scald and then freeze yourself in the shower and have to fumble with the temperature knobs while soap is burning your eyes out.

—PEGGY 
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA



BUY NEWSPAPERS FROM YOUR NEW TOWN to help you get acquainted. Don’t be afraid to ask lots of questions to real estate people, lawyers, even future neighbors. You need to know about schools, places of worship, shopping possibilities, the post office, doctors, utility companies, banks, and fun things for kids to do.

—ROBERTA BEACH JACOBSON 
KARPATHOS, GREECE 
[image: 075] 8 MOVES
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“If the description says ‘lots of potential it’s a dead giveaway that it needs some serious work. Avoid it, unless you specifically want a fixer-upper and are a glutton for punishment. ”

—SEAN H. 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
[image: 077] 12 MOVES



NEVER BUY A PLACE RIGHT AWAY, even if you have the money. Rent first in a neighborhood you think you’ll like and do a lot of exploring in other neighborhoods as well. It takes at least a couple of months to get the feel of a new city. I rushed into a neighborhood I thought was perfect for me only to turn around and sell the house less than two years later. What a hassle!

—STEPH D. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
[image: 078] 4 MOVES
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Moving is great because you can start fresh and become the person you want to be. It’s a clean slate.

—MELISSA WILLIAMS MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA [image: 080] 3 MOVES




CALL THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE in the state you are moving to for information on the economy, school systems, healthcare, etc. They will send out extensive information to your home before your move.

—ANONYMOUS 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
[image: 081] 6 MOVES



MY PARENTS ALWAYS TOLD ME: the best thing to do in a new locale is to rent for a year. Although I really enjoy having a place of my own, renting for a year allowed me to make a lot of progress in creating new friendships, finding the right places to shop, etc. Ultimately, this gave me a great feel for where I would want to buy a house.

—DON DASHER 
SARATOGA, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 082] 10 MOVES



LIVE EAST OF WHERE YOU WORK. That way, your commute does not involve driving with the sun in your eyes.

—CHRISTINE C. GODIN 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
[image: 083] 12 MOVES



[image: 084]

IT’S WORTH SPENDING A FEW HUNDRED BUCKS to have a knowledgeable contractor walk through any house you’re serious about buying with you. We took a contractor through three houses. Yes, it cost us about $1,000. But we saved much, much more than that by NOT buying the first or second houses, both of which had major problems that we would never have seen on our own.

—K. JONES 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 085] 8 MOVES



KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN. When my husband and I were searching for our first house, finding an area that had good schools was a top priority, so we paid close attention to the yards in every neighborhood. We were looking for basketball hoops, Little Tikes plastic toys, bicycles—any indication that lots of happy children lived nearby.

—ROBYN MURAMOTO 
CENTENNIAL, COLORADO 
[image: 086] 4 MOVES
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CHECK TO SEE HOW MANY OUTLETS THERE ARE before committing to a place. I didn’t realize until after the fact that there was only one outlet for my entire apartment. By this point, I’d already moved in, paid my first and last months’ rent, as well as a security deposit. I was forced to run extension cords everywhere. By the time I moved out a year later, you’d best believe I’d learned my lesson.

—E.C. 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
[image: 088] 15 MOVES



BEFORE I BOUGHT MY PLACE, I drove by it one night, walked around the area, and asked a neighbor I ran into what it was truly like to live in the area. His response? “Really quiet,” which has generally turned out to be true. There’s nothing more accurate than first-hand information. Actively seek it out.

—LEITH WALDROP 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
[image: 089] 2 MOVES
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Make a list of your favorite activities and give it to your real estate agent. He or she should get back to you with a list of places that cater to these activities.

—THE UNOFFICIAL GUIDE TO BUYING A HOME




BUY A PLACE THAT YOU’RE GOING TO BE super psyched about coming home to every night. I used to travel a lot for business and the cab ride to the airport always took me past this gorgeous building in Chicago. Every time I’d go past, I’d think, “I’m going to buy a place there someday.” So, six years later, when I had saved enough for a down payment, I didn’t get a broker or realtor. I just went to the building and found a condo for sale and bought it. I couldn’t be happier.

—KENT M. ZIMMERMANN 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
[image: 091] 6 MOVES
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MY PHILOSOPHY ABOUT FINDING a good place is that all you need in life is your donkey and a view. Your donkey is the freedom you have to move around and take vacations, and the view makes you feel happy when you have a quiet day at home. My fiancé and I looked at a beautiful and very big house—but it overlooked the freeway—and I knew I couldn’t live there because a nice or peaceful view is too important for me to pass up.

—LAHNA 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
[image: 093] 7 MOVES
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  Where to Begin? Planning Your Move

Congratulations! That new place you found is perfect for you. Your life will begin anew . . . once you move all your stuff from one house to the next. When you start to plan your move, figuring out what to do first can be more than a little daunting. There are countless details to consider. Before you start to panic, take a deep breath . . . we’re here to help! Here’s some advice on how to put one foot in front of the other, and get yourself out the door—eventually.

 

LIKE ALL BIG THINGS IN LIFE, break the moving process down into little pieces. Keep this little saying in mind: “Inch by inch, it’s a cinch. Yard by yard, it’s very hard.”

—RUTH DRESCHER 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 094] 4 MOVES




 

GET EVERYTHING IN WRITING!

—MONIKA 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, 
CANADA 
[image: 095] 7 MOVES
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If you live in an old home, prepare a brief history of the structure—construction dates, materials used, changes over the years, and residents who lived there.

—THE EVERYTHING 
HOMESELLING 
BOOK




PLAN YOUR MOVES LIKE YOU WOULD A WEDDING: with a to-do checklist, broken down by time period. Three months ahead of time, clean your house and donate anything you don’t want or need to charity. A month prior, research the area you’re moving to, get a change-of-address form from the post office and gather boxes. A week before, start packing everything except essential clothing, toiletries and food. A few days before, eat the leftover food in your refrigerator and turn on the utilities in your new house. Breaking tasks down like this is essential because it keeps you organized and helps you remember the important things.

—L.K. 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
[image: 097] 8 MOVES



MAKE A TIME-LINE OF EVENTS IN THE PROCESS to the finest detail. Make a list of address changes before leaving. Open a new bank account early. Organize your important papers in file folders. List important transfers: insurance, drivers license, medical. If moving out of state, get contacts early (i.e. utilities, medical, insurance contacts).

—SHARLANE BLAISE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 
[image: 098] 1 MOVE
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DO NOT FORWARD MAIL—just tell important people/contacts that you’re somewhere new. It’s a good way to avoid all the junk mail and solicitations that have accumulated over the years. Now that I think about it, everybody should move often for this reason alone!

—AL 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
[image: 100] 6 MOVES



START PREPARING NOW. No matter how far you’re going, moving is a big deal. I’ve been sorting through my things, organizing, donating, and throwing things out. It’s taking a long time, but I’m determined that by the time I’m ready to move, all of my belongings should fit in my Honda Civic!

—JUDY BECK 
PERKASIE, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 101] 2 MOVES
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“I know a lot of people say you shouldn’t move when you’re pregnant, but the nice thing is that no one—not even the movers—lets you do anything. You just get to sit around and direct traffic. ”

—KRISTIN SWEETSER 
REDMOND, WASHINGTON 
[image: 103] 8 MOVES



YOU MUST CHECK OUT THE SCHOOLS before you decide on a place to live. Don’t rely on the appearance of the neighborhood. We once moved into a really nice neighborhood but it turned out we were on the wrong side of the street to be in the good school district. My daughter had to go to a really scary school for a couple of months before we were able to get her in somewhere else.

—J.G. 
CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 
[image: 104] 5 MOVES
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Exercise for 2 months before you move because it takes a toll on your body. It’s good to be in good shape for an endeavor like this.

—RICK 
LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA 
[image: 106] 6 MOVES




DON’T SCHEDULE A MOVE AROUND YOUR DUE DATE. When I got pregnant with our second child, we decided our house was too small and started looking to move. We found a great house, but the timing meant we’d be closing right at the time my son was due. We packed a lot before he was born, but ended up moving truckloads over the course of a couple weeks after he was born. It would have been much, much easier if we had allowed more time or scheduled the closing better.

—ANDREA COX 
GRAND LAKE, COLORADO 
[image: 107] 4 MOVES



DON’T FORGET TO FORWARD YOUR MAIL, even if the house you’re leaving is still yours, even if you keep visiting it to pick up the occasional thing (including the mail). We showed up at our old house before it sold, and the mailbox was tied shut with a rubber band. We found out that the postal service did it—they don’t deliver anything to houses where people are no longer living, even if you still stop by to pick up the mail.

—JWAIII 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
[image: 108] 15 MOVES
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WHEN YOU’RE MOVING, realize you may need to eat out quite a lot during the time you are packing and moving, and put aside some extra money (if you have any left) for that extra expense. When dishes, silverware, and food are being packed and moved—and grocery shopping comes to a screeching halt—getting Chinese takeout is a good option amid all the chaos.

—STEVE 
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 110] 1 MOVE



BE SURE TO CALL FOR A MOVING VAN at least two months in advance during high season (summer) because the rental companies will take your reservation and if they don’t have a truck to give you, you’re out of luck. It’s usually first come, first serve. If you don’t have to put down a deposit, I would make as many reservations as you can with other local rental agencies.

—G.P. 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 
[image: 111] 5 MOVES



FIND GOOD MOVERS. They’re like mechanics—honest ones are hard to find and they book up quickly, especially if you’re moving out on the first of the month.

—TED 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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CONTACT YOUR PHONE COMPANY AND ISP at least a month in advance with your new information. I gave them only a couple weeks last time and they royally messed things up. If I’d had some buffer time, I would have been golden when I arrived.

—ANNETTE C. YOUNG 
VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON 
[image: 114] 8 MOVES



SET ASIDE AT LEAST YOUR CURRENT MONTH’S RENT for the move: Between renting a truck, paying for gas, turning utilities on at your new place and ordering take-out every day, your money will get eaten up fast!

—DAWN COLCLASURE-WILSON 
RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA 
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Three important moving tips: Plan ahead. Make your reservations as far in advance as possible. Try moving on a weekday, when banks, utilities and government offices are open.

—U-HAUL
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There are more than 800,000 address changes America each week.

—ABOUT.COM




MAKE LISTS EARLY. Several weeks before you move, write down all of the places that will need your change of address and list the utilities that you need to turn off at the old place, and on at the new place.

—MICHAEL REICH 
HELLERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
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IT SOUNDS STUPID, but you need to pay all of your parking tickets in your old city before leaving for a new one. It’s something that most people forget to do, but once you leave, it’s harder to track down what you owe. I knew that I owed about $40 after I moved, but when I called to pay by phone, the lady on the other end said I owed $75. It wasn’t worth it to argue, but I could have had I been there in person.

—M.S. 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 
[image: 120] 3 MOVES



MONEY, AND MORE MONEY

Make sure you have a good cushion of cash available—at least 6 months’ worth of expenses. When I moved to San Diego 2 years ago, I had $5,000 with me, which I thought would be plenty. However, between rent, deposit, gas to get out there and way too many meals out, I blew through that in about 2 months. To make matters worse, the job I’d originally lined up didn’t pan out and I couldn’t find work. I finally had to e-mail my friends back home, who were nice enough to gather together and send me a check for $1,000.

—STEVE DECESS 
HIGHLANDS RANCH, COLORADO 
[image: 121] 7 MOVES





ALWAYS HAVE YOUR CAR CHECKED for maintenance before moving. I traveled from Ann Arbor, Michigan to Iowa City this summer and the whole time I had a loose and eroded front wheel bearing. When I finally took it in to get an oil change, the mechanic told me I was lucky that I didn’t lose the wheel on the road!

—MICHAEL STENERSON  
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 
[image: 122] 10 MOVES



“Change your address for bills. There’s nothing more annoying than having to track down bills from your old landlord or the new person living at your place. And lost bills will cost you money in late payments. ”

—TED 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
[image: 123] 5 MOVES



I START PACKING THINGS like craft supplies, out-of-season clothes and extra linen about six months early. I suggest stacking boxes away with a written note on the front side telling what is inside each box. This is helpful when sorting boxes and unpacking at your new house as well.

—MALAY THAO 
STOW, OHIO 
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THINK ABOUT ALL YOUR FINANCES. I was awake the whole night before I finally moved into my own apartment for the first time, worrying about affording everything.

—H.L. 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
[image: 127] 5 MOVES



WHEN YOU MOVE, you’ll likely receive free address labels in the mail from nonprofit organizations. Be sure to check that the information is correct! I used a bunch of these address labels for weeks before I noticed that my last name was misspelled “Ruch.”

—JENNIFER BRIGHT REICH 
HELLERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 128] 6 MOVES



“Take a detailed inventory of everything that’s broken or damaged AND clean your apartment before you move out. ”

—SUSAN 
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
[image: 129] 5 MOVES



HIRE PROFESSIONAL CLEANERS BEFORE YOU MOVE out of an apartment. You don’t want to give your landlord any legal reason to hold onto your security deposit.

—T.M. 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 130] 3 MOVES



DON’T FORGET TO BACK UP YOUR ADDRESSES and anything else from your computer on a disk. Our computer got damaged in the move, and we were just going to throw it away and get a new one, since it was pretty old. But then we realized it had all of our contacts on it, and we didn’t know how to track down some of those people otherwise. We ended up paying a technician over a hundred bucks to retrieve the information from our damaged old computer.

—J.D. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
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Call your local U.S. Department of Agriculture office to see if your plants are restricted in your new state—some might harbor bugs or pests that can destroy valuable crops.

—HOMEDEPOT MOVING. COM




THE HARDEST PART OF MOVING TO EUROPE: the paperwork. Since all the documents were in either French or Flemish, we didn’t understand what we were signing. And we made all the mistakes in the book: filled out the wrong forms incorrectly, submitted them late, etc. The next time, we’ll get a relocation company!

—MEREDITH E. 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
MOVED TO EUROPE



IF IT’S POSSIBLE, GIVE YOURSELF PLENTY OF TIME to move. I’d even go so far as to pay for an extra month’s rent or mortgage. My husband and I had a month to move from our apartment into our first home. It was great to have such a luxurious amount of time. We moved one room at a time. First we cleaned our bedroom in our new house, then painted it, then moved the furniture over, and then we moved on to the next room. Because we had so much time, we were able to completely repaint the new house before we moved in.

—DEANNA 
MACUNGIE, PENNSYLVANIA 
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Whatever the estimate for the price of your move, double it.

—SASHA EMMONS
 BROOKLYN,
 NEW YORK
 [image: 136]
7 MOVES




MOVING IS MOVING, whether it’s across the street or across the country. Sometimes when I’ve moved a short distance, I wasn’t careful packing. I broke dishes and dropped things because I tried to carry them by hand. Plus, it took about 5 times as long to move because I didn’t take the time to pack things in boxes. It doesn’t matter how far you’re moving; take the time to do it right.

—ELLEN 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 137] 11 MOVES



BE CAREFUL WHEN YOU SHUT OFF THE UTILITIES. The last time we moved we shut the power off in the old place before we’d cleaned it, not realizing we would need power to do so. We rented a steam cleaner so we had to plug it into someone else’s apartment.

—NICOLE MORAN 
GROVELAND, MASSACHUSETTS 
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SET UP A FREE HOTMAIL OR YAHOO E-MAIL account before you move if your regular e-mail account is tied to your phone or is through a local provider. E-mail all your contacts (friends and family) with your new home address and phone number and tell them to contact you until further notice at the Hotmail account. Then when you get a new account set up, make sure you e-mail everybody right away and give them your new address. Keep checking Hotmail for a while in case there are stragglers.

—RACHEL B. 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 140] 5 MOVES



THE POOR GIRL’S GUIDE TO MOVING

1. PLAN AHEAD. Make lists of tasks and deadlines, and post them.
2. SEPARATE YOUR POSSESSIONS INTO 2 CATEGORIES: things you can’t live without and things you might be able to sell.
3. START PACKING IMMEDIATELY. You have twice as much stuff as you realize.
4. EVERY SINGLE TIME YOU LEAVE YOUR APARTMENT, take something out the door with you.
5. EVERY TIME SOMEONE ELSE LEAVES YOUR APARTMENT, they must have something of yours in their hands.
6. PAY THE AIRLINE TO TAKE EXTRA SUITCASES. You can cram a lot into a suitcase, and it costs much less than shipping.
7. GIVE YOUR FRIENDS PACKED SUITCASES TO BRING with them when they come to visit.
8. KEEP YOUR HOUSE STOCKED WITH READY-MADE FOOD: salad kits, deli slices, etc. It’s easy to spend a fortune eating out when you are in the process of moving.
9. TRY TO FINISH YOUR PACKING AND CLEANING EARLY. Don’t put yourself in the position of staying up late, night after night, the week before your move.
10. IF YOU’VE BEEN LIVING IN ANOTHER COUNTRY, buy some mementos and take them with you to your new home.
—HESTER KAMIN





WHEN I MOVED OUT OF MY APARTMENT I figured my carpet was clean enough to pass the inspection. It turns out that I got a bill at my new address for more than $200. If you’re thinking of skipping the professional carpet cleaning, pay the $50 to rent a machine and don’t blow it off.

—BOB 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
[image: 141] 2 MOVES



“When moving, go to the post office to arrange mail forwarding. It’s worth every penny and every minute of your time. You’ll always forget to contact and update somebody important! ”

—JANNA HAROWITZ 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
[image: 142] 6 MOVES
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DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK IF YOU CAN MOVE things into a garage or shed before your actual moving day. My husband and I did this when we moved into our home, and the former owners let us move our things into the garage two weeks before. This was so incredibly helpful because we could bring things over a little at a time. It made moving day much easier.

—MOLLY BROWN 
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
[image: 144] 4 MOVES
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