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            SUPERHEROES A-Z
            

         
 
         THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THE GREATEST SUPERHEROES OF ALL TIME
         
 
         This book is jam-packed with the biggest and best Superheroes there have ever been. We’ve carefully selected over 60 of your favourite Superheroes to be in this Superheroes A–Z!
         
 
         It includes all your DC favourites like Batman and Superman, and all your favourite Marvel heroes like Iron Man and Spider-Man. There are plenty of new Superheroes that you might never have heard of before but who will be appearing in the new Superhero movies that are coming to cinemas soon!
         
 
         If you want to learn about the new X-Men mutants or find out more about the Green Arrow Corps, then you’ll find it all inside. You’ll discover all the behind-the-scenes secrets, including how they made sure that Ben Affleck couldn’t see during Daredevil, why Samuel L. Jackson was disappointed the first time he saw Iron Man and what happened when the Batmobile was being driven to the set.
         
 
         You can read this book from start to finish, or dip in and out of it, as you prefer. Once you’ve read all about the greatest Superheroes of all time, flip the book over and learn all about their enemies in Supervillains A–Z.
         

      

      
    

  
    
      
         
         
 
         
            A IS FOR…
            

         
 
         ABE SAPIEN 
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Hellboy (2004) and Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Can survive under water for long periods of time; telepathy
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: 1994
            

         
 
         Abe Sapien is a merman-type creature who has psychic powers. He works for the B.P.R.D. (Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defence), which is a secret US Government Agency, alongside Hellboy. The agency’s mission is to protect the USA from the paranormal, supernatural and the occult. He has a strange appearance, with a head shaped rather like a dolphin and a body almost like a man. Abe goes by the nickname ‘Blue’ and Hellboy goes by the nickname ‘Red’. He needs to be in water to survive but can walk around normally if wearing a special helmet that supplies water to his gills. He doesn’t eat normal food and instead prefers to munch on eggs that are thousands of years old. He spends a lot of his time in his aquarium in Professor Bruttenholm’s office.
         
 
         The actor who plays Abe in the Hellboy movies is Doug Jones but his voice was not used for the first film. Instead Frasier actor David Hyde Pierce’s voice was chosen. David felt that Doug alone deserved to be known as Abe, so he refused to be credited. He didn’t take part in any press interviews and didn’t even turn up to the premiere. Doug was very grateful for the kindness David showed him although they had never even met. He was even happier when he found out that he was being allowed to provide Abe’s voice in the second Hellboy film. The part was 100 per cent his own!
         
 
         Abe wasn’t the only character that Doug played in the Hellboy movies. He also played the Angel of Death and Chamberlain.
         
 
         
            DID YOU KNOW?
 
            Doug played the Silver Surfer in the second Fantastic Four movie, but as with the first Hellboy film, his voice wasn’t used, just his body.
            
 
            He talked about how frustrating it was to Devin Faraci from Chud.com. Doug said: ‘Everybody loved the voice that I had affected for the Surfer. In the end, 20th Century Fox is really good at marketing films and part of getting butts in seats are celebrity names. I’m not really sure that the 20th Century Fox people understood the ever-powerful geek fan base that follows me. I’m not sure that they were aware of that even, but Laurence Fishburne has some geek fan base and some mainstream, and so he pulled it all in and that’s fine. I understand that part and whatever business had to take place, but artistically from my standpoint it was disappointing to lose my voice in that way.’

         
 
         
         
 
         ANGEL (WARREN WORTHINGTON III)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X-Men: The Last Stand (2006), X-Men: First Class (2011)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Ability to fly; enhanced senses, endurance, speed and reflexes
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: September 1963
            

         
 
         Warren is the son of a rich industrialist who seeks to develop a cure for mutants. Warren first discovered that he was a mutant when he was a young boy and tried to cut off the stumps that would become his wings. He is a prisoner and he is going to become the first mutant to receive the cure, until he decides that being a mutant might not be that bad after all. He breaks his chains and knocks over those trying to administer the drugs to cure him. He talks to his father before leaping through the window and flying to Xavier’s School for the Gifted.
 
         Later, Angel is forced to rescue his father who is thrown from a roof by an enraged Arclight, Quill and Psylocke during the final showdown.
 
         Two actors were chosen to play Angel in X-Men: The Last Stand. Ben Foster played the older Angel and Cayden Boyd played the younger James in the flashback.
         
 
         Ben was thrilled to be chosen to play Angel and told TheCinemaSource.com what it was like to be on the X-Men set: ‘Coming to work, it’s like coming to work in an amusement park. We get to get tied to wires and dropped out of things, except they pay you do it. It’s a good gig.’
 
         He didn’t actually get to fly because those parts of the film were computer generated, but for the scenes where he is walking about he had giant wings strapped to his back. 
         
 
         ANGEL SALVADORE
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X-Men: First Class (2011)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Ability to fly, can create an ultrasonic sound
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: 2001
            

         
 
         Angel is a mutant who doesn’t have an alias. She just uses her real name. Her abilities are similar to those of a housefly: she has wings that she can use to fly and to create an ultrasonic sound that deafens her enemies. She also lays eggs and can produce an acid-like liquid from her mouth which allows her to digest her food.
 
         In the comics, she didn’t have a good childhood thanks to her step-father, and left home when she was 14. She lived in the woods and was captured by a group of humans called the U-Men. The U-Men didn’t care about mutants and killed them for their mutant parts. They admired Angel’s wings and wanted them for themselves. Thankfully she was rescued just in time.
         
 
         The actress chosen to play Angel was Zoë Kravitz. We will have to wait and see how Angel is portrayed in X-Men: First Class and whether her backstory is the same as it is in the comics.
         
 
         AVENGERS
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appear in: The Avengers (2012), and various movies as individuals
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Various
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: September 1963
            

         
 
         The Avengers are a team of superheroes who have to work together to defeat their enemies, who are too powerful to be defeated by one superhero working alone. In The Avengers film, the members of the Avengers that will be focused on are: Iron Man, Thor, Black Widow, Hawkeye, Captain America, War Machine and Hulk. In the comics there have been a lot more members over the years. The most important ones have been Iron Man, Thor, Wasp, Hulk, Ant-Man I and II, Wonderman, Captain America, Hawkeye, Scarlet Witch, Vision, Quicksilver, Black Widow, Black Panther, Hercules, She-Hulk, Black Knight, Pulsar, Crystal and Quasar.
         
 
         The group was originally formed a short time after the Fantastic Four started working as a superhero team. Members join and leave all the time, depending on the situation in hand. Their base is the Avengers Mansion, which used to belong to Tony Stark. Over the years they have faced some horrible supervillains, the worst being, Kang, Space Phantom, the Mole Men, the Lava Men, Baron Zemo, Electro, Madame Hydra, Sauron, Grandmaster and Collector. Occasionally they call on the Fantastic Four to help them.
 
         The Avengers movie is due to be released on 4 May 2012. Studio bosses at Marvel have been planning since 2005 to bring out the film but wanted to release films about the individual members first.
         
 
         It was not known when the film was first discussed whether Captain America or Iron Man would be leading the team. Chris Evans told MTV after he was cast as Captain America: ‘I don’t know if they’re going to make him [Captain America] the boss… I don’t think anybody tells Downey [Robert Jr] what to do, and that’s what makes [him] Downey.’
 
         All the cast felt under pressure to make sure The Avengers movie was the best it could be. They didn’t want fans of the comics to be disappointed. 
         
 
         AQUAMAN
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Various cartoon series
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Telepathy, magical hand, ability to communicate with sea life, breathe underwater and swim 3,000 metres in a second
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: November 1941
            

         
 
         Aquaman is King of the Seven Seas. His mother was Queen Atlanna and his father was Atlan. His people sentenced him to death once he started communicating with animals because they believed it was a sign of the monster Kordax. Before he could die on Mercy Reef he was found by a dolphin called Porm, who looked after him until lighthouse keeper Arthur Curry rescued him. He learned a lot from the man, who became his adoptive father and even started to call himself Arthur Curry.
 
         Years later, he witnessed a fight between Flash and the Frankster. The Flash encouraged him to go with him the USA, which he did, and became one of the first members of the Justice League of America. He returned to his kingdom a superhero and became the King of Atlantis.
 
         In November 2010 it was revealed that an Aquaman film is being planned but it won’t be released until 2015 or 2016 because Warner Bros want to bring out the Flash and Wonderwoman movies first.

      

      
    

  
    
      
         
         
 
         
            B IS FOR…
            

         
 
         BANSHEE (SEAN CASSIDY)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X-Men: First Class (2011)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Sonic scream
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: January 1967
            

         
 
         Banshee is a mutant from Ireland with the ability to emit a ‘sonic scream’. His scream can thrust him into the air, cause the things around him to shatter, as well as affecting the mutants around him. His scream can knock them out cold.
 
         He was played in the film by virtual unknown Caleb Landry Jones, an actor from Texas. Caleb is a talented songwriter and musician too, but not many people have heard his music. 
         
 
         BATGIRL (BARBARA WILSON)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Batman & Robin (1997)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Strong fighter
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: April 1961
            

         
 
         Barbara Wilson is Alfred Pennyworth’s niece, and after learning that he is ill she travels to Gotham to see him. She has been attending an English boarding school for many years after her parents were killed in a car crash. She is very close to him and wants to help him leave his butler days behind. She is devastated to learn that he has MacGregor’s Syndrome and that there is no cure.
 
         Bruce invites her to stay at Wayne Manor and she soon discovers his secret identity. Alfred hands her an encrypted disc containing all of Batman’s secrets and she manages to hack into it. She wants to help and turns herself into Batgirl, wearing a suit that Alfred had specially made for her. It’s a good job Alfred thought of his niece becoming a female superhero because it isn’t long before Batman and Robin are in trouble. They have to defeat Mr Freeze, Poison Ivy and Bane, so need Batgirl to help them. Batgirl and Robin team up to defeat Bane, and Batgirl defeats Ivy single-handedly.
 
         After Mr Freeze is defeated he hands over a cure for MacGregor’s Syndrome, which ultimately saves Alfred’s life. Barbara is over the moon that her uncle will no longer die.
 
         The actress Alicia Silverstone played Barbara/Batgirl. In the film, Barbara has a crush on Dick Grayson/Robin, and this may have been developed had the next movie Batman Triumphant not been cancelled. Batman & Robin did not do as well as expected and critics hated it. They didn’t like Mr Freeze’s one-liners, the overall child-friendly approach and the acting of the main actors. Alicia ended up getting the Razzie award for Worst Supporting Actress, which must have been very disappointing for her. She did win a Kids’ Choice Award, though, because kids loved the film even if adults didn’t!
         
 
         She found the whole experience of being in a Batman movie really fun and told interviewers it was like being at a big party. After filming finished she wanted to slow down, catch up on sleep and spend time with her dogs.
 
         BATMAN (BRUCE WAYNE)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Batman: The Movie (1966), Batman (1989), Batman Returns (1992), Batman Forever (1995), Batman & Robin (1997), Catwoman (2004), Batman Begins (2005), The Dark Knight (2008), The Dark Knight Rises (2012)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Trained in all the different martial arts; high-tech body armour, gadgets, weapons and vehicles
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: May 1939
            

         
 
         Batman is one of the most loved superheroes of all time. He is the protector of Gotham City and fights for justice. The character of Batman first appeared in a comic book back in 1939 and since then there have been many more comic-book appearances, TV series, radio dramas and films on the caped crusader.
 
         The first Batman movie came out in 1966 and saw Batman and Robin taking on the Joker, the Riddler, Penquin and Catwoman. Adam West played Batman in this film. The next one didn’t come out for another 23 years. Batman was directed by Tim Burton and saw Michael Keaton play the lead role. There was no Robin this time around and his enemy was the Joker.
         
 
         This film was a huge success and even won an Oscar!
 
         Michael Keaton wasn’t an obvious choice to play Batman but he showed those who had objected to his being cast that they were wrong. He made a great Batman. He found wearing Batman’s suit difficult because he doesn’t like being in enclosed spaces and the suit was very tight and overpowering. Being stuck in the suit for hours at a time did help him get into character.
         
 
         Michael also played Batman in the next film, Batman Returns, but decided not to play him for a third time because he didn’t think the script for Batman Forever was strong enough. In the second Tim Burton/Michael Keaton movie Batman has to face Catwoman and Penguin. He was originally going to be joined by Robin but the decision was made to drop Robin from the cast because it was felt there were too many characters.
         
 
         Batman Forever saw Val Kilmer play Batman/Bruce Wayne. In this film, Robin finally made an appearance and the villains were Two-Face and the Riddler. It is thought that Val Kilmer agreed to play Batman without having read a script. He did really well to secure the part because lots of other big names wanted to play Batman – Johnny Depp, Daniel Day-Lewis and Ralph Fiennes were considered before Val Kilmer got the big thumbs-up.
         
 
         The director for this movie was Joel Schumacher and he didn’t enjoying working with Val Kilmer. He found the actor difficult and didn’t like the way he treated some members of the crew.
 
         A different Batman was found for the next movie, Batman & Robin. George Clooney took on the role and had to defeat Mr Freeze, Poison Ivy and Bane… with the help of Robin and Batgirl. George filmed the movie alongside his ER commitments. He was able to film the hospital drama and the movie at the same time because they were filmed at the same studio lot. This movie wasn’t a hit and the planned follow-up Batman Triumphant was never filmed.
         
 
         The next Batman film saw a move back to the origins of Batman. The focus was no longer on the rivals that Batman would be facing but on the man himself. The scriptwriters and producers wanted people to understand who Bruce Wayne and Batman really were. Christopher Nolan was brought on board to direct Batman Begins, and Christian Bale was cast as the leading man.
         
 
         Christian Bale was seen as the perfect actor to play Batman and Bruce Wayne because he could play both characters equally well. Michael Keaton had been best at playing Bruce, whereas Val Kilmer’s strength had been playing Batman – Christian was the first actor to excel in both roles.
 
         In the film, it is revealed how Bruce fell down a well, witnessed his parents’ murder, was imprisoned in Bhutan and is after revenge. He wants the people behind his parents’ murder to pay for what they have done. After travelling the world he returns to Gotham, joins forces with Sergeant Jim Gordon and becomes Batman. He wants to clean up the city. In this movie Batman’s enemies are Carmine Falcone, Ra’s al Ghul and Scarecrow. The young Bruce in the flashback scenes was played by child actor Gus Lewis.
 
         To prepare for the film Christian had to firstly gain around seven stone because he had lost a lot of weight since being cast. He had been playing an emaciated man in The Machinist and had been starving himself for months, so he looked like a skeleton. Producers on that movie had been so concerned by his weight loss that they had banned him from losing any more weight. Once The Machinist wrapped he started eating properly and working out with a personal trainer. He actually put on too much weight in the end, and looked too strong to play Bruce Wayne, so he had to lose a bit of weight before the people behind Batman Begins were happy.
         
 
         Christian talked to journalist Rebecca Murray about the differences between Batman Begins and the earlier films. ‘We were focusing on Bruce Wayne and Batman, whereas in watching most of the other movies, and also the TV series and things, I always found the villains much more interesting,’ he said. ‘And that was the main revelation to me in reading one of the graphic novels. Batman is the most interesting of them all, you know? I mean, he’s the really on-the-edge one because he’s the guy that, okay, he’s doing good, but he’s the Dark Knight. I mean, a knight is meant to be in shining armour and he’s the Dark Knight. He could do good things but man, he could just as easily flip over and become like the ultimate villain. Hopefully we’ve been able to portray that in a more character-based way than has been shown before.’
         
 
         
            DID YOU KNOW?
 
            A drunken man accidentally crashed into the Batmobile as it was being driven from one set to the next. Luckily no one was hurt, but according to Christian Bale the man’s excuse was that he panicked when he saw the car and thought it was from outer space!

         
 
         About.com asked Christian during an interview which of his predecessors had added the most credibility to the role of Batman. He replied: ‘You know, they did it in different ways. I think what Adam West did was great. I just didn’t realise when I was watching it as a kid that it was a spoof, you know? It was a very campy kind of thing, performance, that he was doing. After that, I would say Michael Keaton because of Tim Burton and the way that he approached the movie. However, we didn’t want to do anything like that either. To me, that isn’t what I was seeing in the graphic novels at all. And I’d never really felt the danger of Batman that I felt should be appropriate.
 
         ‘It was also in reading a foreward by Frank Miller that I believe is in “Batman Year One” about when he first saw Batman and how he says to him Batman was never funny. And I liked that because that’s what I had always thought. That this should not be, that there can be a lot of comedy, but coming from other people. But the actual Batman himself, you know, I think had gotten lost in a lot of little one-liners and quips that reduced the edge and the reason that he had become this Batman in the first place, which was this incredible pain, anger, guilt and rage that he had within.’
         
 
         Batman Begins was a massive success but the next Batman film was even bigger. The Dark Knight became one of the highest-grossing movies of all time. In this movie Christian Bale continued to play Batman, only this time his enemies were the Joker, played by Heath Ledger, and Two-Face, played by Aaron Eckhart. The director Christopher Nolan started planning the next movie in 2008 and filming for The Dark Knight Rises began in January 2011.
         
 
         Before filming started Christopher Nolan confessed to the Los Angeles Times: ‘Without getting into specifics, the key thing that makes the third film a great possibility for us is that we want to finish our story. And in viewing it as the finishing of a story rather than infinitely blowing up the balloon and expanding the story…’ he said.
         
 
         He went on: ‘I’m very excited about the end of the film, the conclusion, and what we’ve done with the characters. My brother [Dark Knight co-writer Jonathan Nolan] has come up with some pretty exciting stuff. Unlike the comics, these things don’t go on forever in film, and viewing it as a story with an end is useful. Viewing it as an ending, that sets you very much on the right track about the appropriate conclusion and the essence of what tale we’re telling. And it harks back to that priority of trying to find the reality in these fantastic stories.’ 
         
 
         BEAST (DR HENRY ‘HANK’ MCCOY) 
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X2 (2003), X-Men: The Last Stand (2006), X Men: First Class (2011)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Highly intelligent, extremely strong, heightened senses, night vision
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: September 1963
            

         
 
         The Beast was set to appear in the first X-Men film but the character was cut because of problems with make-up. The second movie, X2, was also going to include Beast in a prominent role, but in the end he was missed out. Only his Dr Hank McCoy side was shown, briefly, on a TV screen during one scene. The actor who played Dr Hank McCoy was Steve Bacic, but he was replaced by Kelsey Grammer in X-Men: The Last Stand.
         
 
         In the third X-Men movie we finally get to meet the Beast! He is a huge blue-skinned mutant covered in fur. He has superhuman strength and agility, and can easily beat most opponents. He was one of the first X-Men and has long since graduated from the Xavier Institute for Higher Learning. He chose to get into politics and became the Secretary of Mutant Affairs. He is also an excellent scientist and very intelligent.
         
 
         The Beast doesn’t oppose the mutant cure drug to start with but once he finds out that it’s being developed as a weapon he isn’t happy. He no longer wants to be the Secretary of Mutant Affairs and resigns. He joins the X-Men and fights Magneto’s army – releasing his anger on them. He manages to inject Magneto with the cure, which strips him of all his powers. Later, the President makes him ambassador to the United Nations.
 
         Kelsey found wearing the make-up required to play the Beast very useful when it came to him getting into character. He explained to The Cinema Source: ‘You become enveloped by this material that feels like a second skin of sorts… you spend the rest of your day locked inside this character. It’s a powerful tool for creating a memorable character that isn’t one you’ve done before. It’s an advantageous position to be in.
         
 
         ‘If it’s good make-up, it will influence your body language, it will affect the way you move. You take on physical manifestations of a look that’s different; it’s just an interesting part of what we do. Beast is cool looking, he’s blue, he’s got great hair, I haven’t had great hair since I was 16! It’s playing dress up!’
 
         In X-Men: First Class the role of Beast went to Skins actor Nicholas Hoult. It was to be his biggest role yet, having previously acted alongside Hugh Grant in About a Boy and Sam Worthington in Clash of the Titans.
         
 
         BLACK WIDOW (NATASHA ROMANOFF)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Iron Man 2 (2010), The Avengers (2012)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Accomplished gymnast, trained in martial arts
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: April 1964
            

         
 
         Actress Scarlett Johansson plays Black Widow in both Iron Man 2 and The Avengers. It is thought that she will be given her own spin-off movie in the next two years.
         
 
         In Iron Man 2 Natasha Romanoff is pretending to be Natalie Rushman, Tony Stark’s new assistant. She gets the job after Tony promotes Pepper Potts to CEO of Stark Industries. Tony likes her straight away, making Pepper a bit jealous as she is used to getting his attention. Natalie’s real identity is revealed to Tony later when Nick Fury explains that she is undercover S.H.I.E.L.D. spy Natasha Romanoff and her mission is to keep an eye on him!
         
 
         Natasha/Black Widow has to help Happy Hogan (Tony’s bodyguard and close friend) break into Hammer Industries and help Rhodey regain control of the Mark II armour so he can become War Machine and help Iron Man/Tony defeat the drones and Vanko.
 
         Scarlett Johansson had been considered for other female superheroes in the Marvel universe before it was decided she would play Black Widow. She had met with Iron Man director Jon Favreau and producer Kevin Feige a few times before they decided she would be playing Black Widow in Iron Man 2. Up until that point they hadn’t been sure whether to include the character in the film at all.
         
 
         
            DID YOU KNOW?
 
            For her second meeting with Jon, Scarlett decided to dye her hair red. Black Widow has red hair in the comics and she wanted to show Jon that she was willing to ‘experiment’ with her hair.

         
 
         Scarlett was thrilled to get the opportunity to be in Iron Man 2 and work alongside Robert Downey Jr and Gwyneth Paltrow. She told Rebecca Murray from About.com: ‘I was such a fan of the first one… I was kind of geeked out by the movie to begin with. I think 80 per cent of the crew came back for the second time. I was really surprised to find that this movie that was kind of seemingly larger than life had such a small, sort of familial feeling on set. Even though we were making this huge movie, we had Kevin Feige there everyday. I don’t know, it just felt like the whole studio was behind the movie in a really kind of supportive and nurturing way.’
         
 
         Playing a classic superhero like Black Widow involves lots of research, something Scarlett discovered. She knew who Black Widow was, she’d read the script but she needed to know her backstory. Scarlett explained: ‘I was familiar with the character as far as I had researched different super-heroines. But I didn’t know that much about the characters, background. Only that she was kind of the oldest of the super heroines and has this incredible fan base. She’s had many incarnations. I think that the research I did was mostly a lot of the stunt work that I put into it. The character herself I think remains quite mysterious, which is important. She’s covert.’
         
 
         She explained that she thought the character was some sort shape-shifter: ‘It was sort of like playing two different characters. One character that is more kind of mysterious, I don’t want to say submissive, but she’s blending in with the crowd, I suppose. The other part of this character is someone who is assertive and knows their sh*t. She’s able to just say, “I’m going to fight this head on.” For me, being able to have that kind of feeling, being able to be competent enough to sell it, that this is somebody who is going to kick some ass and don’t for a second doubt that she’s going to follow through with the punch. It was a challenge for me, but Jon was incredible. He really supported me with this.’
 
         Unlike some of the actors who play male superheroes Scarlett was more than happy with her character’s suit. She didn’t feel constricted by it and enjoyed the reaction she got from the crew and fans of the comic Black Widow. It took her a few hours to adjust to it but after that it was fine. She had known when she signed up for the part that she would be wearing a unitard of some description, as she had seen what Black Widow wore in the comics.
 
         In The Avengers Scarlett looked forward to exploring more of Black Widow’s past. She was also looking forward to showing more in a spin-off film. Her character’s mysterious past had to be changed from the Black Widow presented in the comics because the films were set in the modern day. Originally Black Widow had Communist connections in her backstory but these were ditched. 
         
 
         Scarlett did everything she could to prepare herself for playing a superhero. She confessed the Sci-Fi Movie Page: ‘Black Widow is an expert in hand-to-hand combat, she’s a mixed martial artist, has a dance and gymnastics background, so she combines all of these aspects into one kick-ass fighting machine, so I dedicated myself to putting in the hours, repetitions, and training with the stunt team until I felt comfortable that I could sell each particular move.
 
         ‘I’m very sensitive about when you see an action sequence and the shot is on the back of somebody’s head, and then all of the sudden it cuts and the actor gives that one dramatic pose at the end and it’s obvious that it was not them in the shot before. It’s the lamest thing, because you want to see the actor risking their own life, and that is part of what sells it to an audience. So that’s why I worked for months to prepare and I really didn’t want to be perceived as a little wuss who couldn’t do it.’
 
         
            DID YOU KNOW?
 
            Whilst Scarlett was preparing to play the part of Black Widow her then hubby Ryan Reynolds was also preparing to play Deadpool and the Green Lantern. They had comics scattered all around their home.

         
 
         BLADE (ERIC BROOKS) 
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Blade (1998), Blade II (2002), Blade: Trinity (2004)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Half-vampire so is immune to vampire bites; enhanced senses, speed and strength, good at martial arts, always has plenty of weapons with him to kill vampires
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: July 1973
            

         
 
          
         Blade is a Dhampir, which means he is half human, half vampire. His mother was attacked by a vampire whilst she was having Blade. Deacon Frost had pretended to be a doctor but he was really a vampire who attacked her when she was most vulnerable. Thankfully he was forced to leave before he could kill Blade, but his mother ended up dying from her injuries.
 
         Once Blade is older and finds out that a vampire was behind the death of his mother, he becomes very angry and decides to hunt them. He learns from a retired vampire hunter called Whistler who teaches him all he can and looks after his weapons. Blade’s mission gets more complicated when he finds out that the vampire who killed his mother is trying to turn himself into La Magra, the blood god.
 
         Blade needs blood himself because he is part vampire but uses a special serum that means he doesn’t have to kill. He rescues a doctor who has been bitten by a vampire and she starts looking at a permanent way to stop Blade needing blood.
 
         When Blade finds Deacon he is shocked to find that his mother didn’t die and is now a vampire. Deacon needs Blade’s blood and has to sacrifice 12 pure-blood vampire leaders in order to raise La Magra. As Deacon begins to sacrifice them he becomes more powerful but Blade manages to fight his way to him. He kills numerous vampires, including the one who used to be his mother. He knows he can’t kill Deacon the way he would normally kill a vampire so stabs him with every EDTA syringe he has. The substance inside the syringes reacts badly when they come into contact with Deacon’s blood and cause his body to expand to such an extent that it explodes.
 
         Dr Jensen still wants to find Blade a permanent cure but he tells her to just find a better serum because he wants to keep his powers so he can kill vampires.
 
         In the second film Blade has a new enemy. The Reapers are vampires who lust for blood so much that they kill humans and vampires. They are killing people at such a rate that soon there won’t be enough to go round and they will end up killing all the vampires who aren’t Reapers. Blade is forced to work alongside The Bloodpack, a team of vampires originally trained to kill him. Their task to destroy the Reapers is tough because the Reapers are a lot stronger than the average vampire and they have bone surrounding their hearts, which means only sunlight can kill them.
         
 
         The vampire Eli Damaskinos, who arranges for Blade to work with his vampires, actually created the first Reaper, Jared Nomak. He wants to create a breed of vampires that can walk around in the sunlight and in order to do that he wants to dissect Blade.
 
         In the third film, Blade becomes the hunted, as the vampires make him think a familiar is a vampire and in killing it he becomes guilty of murdering a human. The FBI arrest him and Blade is taken to a group of vampires posing as agents. He is rescued by the two leaders of the Nightstalkers, vampire hunters like him. Hannibal King and Abigail Whistler inform Blade that the vampire Danica Talos has found Drake (Dracula) and is planning to resurrect him. They need to stop him.
 
         The Nightstalkers have created a weapon called the Daystar that has the potential to kill every vampire. It is a virus which needs Blade’s blood to work to its full potential.
 
         Blade and Abigail end up being the only Nightstalkers left as Drake has killed everyone apart from Hannibal and a girl called Zoe. They have been kidnapped and are being held in the Talos building. Blade and Abigail rush there and manage to free their friends, and kill their vampire captors. Blade uses the Daystar to kill Drake but before he dies Drake tells him that the vampire race will survive because of Blade. He thinks that one day Blade won’t be able to hold back his vampire desires.
 
         The actor chosen to play Blade in all three movies was Wesley Snipes. He was sent to prison in 2008 for tax evasion but was allowed out on bail while he appealed against his sentence. He would love to make a Blade 4 in the future. 
         
 
         THE BLOB (FREDDIE DUKES)
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Super-strong and extremely fat, which means that punches don’t hurt him and even bullets bounce off him
            
 
             [image: ]First comic-book appearance: January 1964
            

         
 
         The Blob’s other name is Fred Dukes. He is a mutant and was a member of Team X, but once they went their separate ways he started to eat more and more. Soon he lost his muscular physique and gained so much weight that he was virtually unrecognisable. His former Team X buddy John Wraith decides to help him and turn him into a boxer.
 
         Logan (Wolverine) turns up whilst Dukes is training, wanting to know where his brother is. He is shocked to see how much weight his former comrade has put on and wants to question him. John Wraith warns him to not poke fun at Dukes’ larger size but after Dukes mistakenly thinks Logan called him ‘blob’ they start fighting. Logan thinks he will beat Dukes no problem but he is strongly mistaken. He is so fat that Logan’s punches don’t do anything to him and the big man is able to knock him to the floor easily. Eventually Logan is able to win and finds out the truth – his brother is working with William Stryker. They are abducting mutants and performing experiments on them.
 
         The Blob was played by Kevin Durand in X-Men Origins: Wolverine. He isn’t a big guy so had to have a special scan done so that a fat suit could be made for him. He had wanted to be in an X-Men movie since watching the first film, so being cast as the Blob was a dream come true. 
         
 
         BOLT (CHRIS BRADLEY) 
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Controls electricity, can create electricity fields
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: October 1995
            

         
 
         Dominic Monaghan plays Bolt/Chris Bradley in X-Men Origins: Wolverine. Bolt was a member of Team X but decided to join a circus once they disbanded. He is a mutant and he has the ability to control electricity. When he was in Team X he was the one in charge of flying the plane. He was hunted down by Victor Creed who killed him in his circus trailer. The nearby town went into blackout afterwards, which shows his power over electricity was immense.
         
 
         Dominic is most famous for playing Charlie Pace in Lost and Merry in The Lord of the Rings. During the X-Men Origins: Wolverine promotion tour he was asked by Inked Magazine whether he was a comic-book fan. He said: ‘Yeah, I got into comics through becoming friends with Elijah Wood (his co-star from The Lord of the Rings). In New Zealand, he and I would talk about comics. I was more into English comics and he was more into your classic American comics – your Batmans, your Spider-Mans, your Incredible Hulks. Since then I kind of got more interested in American comics.
         
 
         ‘I obviously read a lot of Frank Miller stuff and Grant Morrison stuff… and Y: The Last Man and Sandman and Hellboy and stuff like that. I don’t think X-Men was my favourite comic, but it was certainly one that I’d read and was interested in. I like the more pulp fiction type stuff – slightly crazy, weird stuff. I read a great Japanese horror comic called Spiral.’
         
 
         Dominic’s fans were a bit disappointed that Bolt didn’t have much time on screen as they felt that Dominic was unable to show his full acting potential. They still thought he did well, though, in the few scenes that he was in. 
         
 
         BUCKY BARNES
         
 
         
            [image: ] Appears in: Captain America: The First Avenger (2011)
            
 
            [image: ] Powers: Knife-thrower, martial arts skills, cybernetic left arm which can shoot electric bolts of energy at his opponents
            
 
            [image: ] First comic-book appearance: March 1941
            

         
 
         Bucky Barnes is Captain America’s sidekick. His full name is James Buchanan Barnes but he goes by the name Bucky. The pair are good friends and could easily be mistaken for brothers because they are so close. They are both orphans, so consider each other family. They have grown up together but their relationship changes once Steve Rogers transforms into Captain America.
 
         The role of Bucky went to Gossip Girl actor Sebastian Stan but he wasn’t a huge comic-book fan in the beginning. In fact, he decided to research the role by watching war documentaries instead of studying comics like most actors do when they are given the role of a superhero. He wanted to know what it would have been like for a boy of Bucky’s age to fight in the Second World War.
         
 
         Originally Sebastian had wanted to play Captain America but he was glad when he got the part of Bucky. He explained the whole casting process to Eric Ditzian from MTV: ‘It was interesting, because I was in Germany, so I was making tapes [for an audition]. One thing about living in New York is I always end up making tapes… Anyway, I was in Germany and I made a tape before I left New York in early January, and then I made about two or three other ones from Germany. I got a good response. I’m originally from Romania, and after I finished Apparition, I was going to go to Romania, but I had this feeling that I needed to go to LA. And thank God I did, because I went into the room with the guys – at the time, I was auditioning for the actual Captain America role – so I screen-tested for that role. 
         
 
         ‘Usually with screen tests you can be very nervous, the stakes are high. But this one was actually really chilled out. I think a lot of that had to do with [director] Joe Johnston, because he brings such a good atmosphere on set. I felt very calm. I wasn’t nervous. I felt like, for four or five hours, I was just playing. It was fun. Kevin Feige and Stephen Broussard over at Marvel asked me to sit down with them and they talked about the comics and Bucky and his entire arc [storyline], and I was really attracted to that. I thought “there’s a lot to play with,” so I was very happy.’
 
         He enjoyed doing the stunts and action scenes but admits that it was hard work. Lots of these were done with a green screen and so he didn’t have a clear idea of what was going on. This usually involves actors performing in front of a green screen while the background is added in by a special effects department – so he had to try and imagine what it would look like.
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