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PREFACE



I’VE HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO TRAVEL quite a bit, visiting some 25 countries on four continents and at least half of the American states. When I travel, comparisons to home are inevitable. Maryland, by most accounts, should come up short. After all, while Maryland enjoys a rich history (I grew up just a mile from a church built in the late 1600s), what is it against Machu Picchu, the Roman Coliseum, or the pyramids at Giza? Maryland’s high point tops out at just over 3,300 feet–what’s that against major peaks in the Rockies, the Andes, or the Himalayas. Yes, I’ve spent many happy hours frolicking in the green, pounding surf of the mid-Atlantic off Ocean City, but can it compare to the crystal clarity of Lake Tahoe or the stupendous natural splendor of the Pacific off California’s Big Sur?

Believe it or not, I find that invariably, my little Maryland manages to hold its own, thank you very much.

Perhaps an objective judge would find my comparisons ridiculous, and I’ll concede that there’s something of a hometown bump going on, but I make my favorable judgments without embarrassment. In fact, when I first visited Lake Tahoe and California’s Pacific Coast, for example, it was October, and while virtually everything I saw in beautiful northern California was brown and scrubby, I was reminded on my flight home why I love Maryland; during the airplane’s descent, I watched with joy as we glided over the spiraling kaleidoscope of color that is autumn in Maryland.

I once read somewhere that when you take into account all of Maryland’s tributaries, the state actually has more miles of shoreline than California. I find that claim dubious, though I suppose some favorable formulation will allow you to arrive at that conclusion. Of course, there are so many competing claims for superlatives–for instance, I’ve seen no fewer than three locales boasting that they are the world’s most isolated, populated spots–it seems that the veracity of claims of highest, deepest, wettest, oldest, and so on has to be measured against formulation and whatever particular tourist board is making the assertion. Nevertheless, it is indisputable that if you take the Chesapeake Bay, the Atlantic Ocean, and all the tributaries in the Bay watershed, you could spend a lifetime paddling the shores of all of them. Still, for my money, plunk me down in the mountains and I’m content. Maryland’s west is full of great recreational activities, and the camping is no exception.

In short, Marylanders enjoy something of an embarrassment of riches when it comes to the great outdoors. So get out there and enjoy it.

–Evan Balkan
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INTRODUCTION


A Word about this Book and Maryland Tent Camping





MANY MARYLANDERS LIKE TO BOAST about the state’s unofficial nickname, “America in Miniature.” Bestowed on the state by National Geographic founding editor, Gilbert Grosvenor, it’s not a hyperbolic moniker. For a relatively small state–the country’s ninth smallest in area (with number ten almost twice the size)–Maryland packs in a tremendous amount of diversity. Having both mountains and ocean shoreline in the same state is a real plus for residents; however, many states on the East Coast can make the same claim. What sets Maryland apart from these is the presence of the Chesapeake Bay, the country’s largest estuary. The Bay’s central and massive presence in Maryland means its effects are far-reaching; in addition to being a major source of recreation, the bay’s bounty formed a major part of the state’s economy from Maryland’s founding in the 17th century all the way through the next three centuries.

Generally, the state is carved by three distinct fault lines, which run geographically as well as politically and culturally: Western Maryland is mountainous and retains some vestiges of its status as part of America’s first frontier, the Alleghany range of the Appalachians providing the first natural barrier to European immigrants heading west. Central Maryland is urban and suburban, anchored by Baltimore in the north and Washington, D.C., in the south. The corridor between is home to high-end service industries and a plethora of research institutions, as well as pleasant residential zones. Not surprisingly, large swaths of nature are increasingly difficult to find and are accordingly cherished. Then there is southern Maryland and the Eastern Shore, both dominated by water. Mostly this means the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. But there’s also the Atlantic Ocean, forming Maryland’s eastern boundary.

Accordingly, I’ve separated the camping locations in this book by these distinct zones listed above. Virtually any Maryland resident can reach at least a few of the camping destinations in this book in a quick trip, certainly in less than an hour. Most of the state’s population, like myself, is clustered in the central, urban zone. We can reach all of the book’s destinations in less than four hours, and many, if not most, in less than three or even two.

In choosing which campgrounds to include, I tried very hard to keep in mind the “typical” camper, meaning in this case an amalgam of all the campers I met while doing research for this book. My personal preference is for out-of-the-way spots where you have to be fully self-sufficient, places where you can blissfully lose all the trappings of modernity for a few days. My bias for such places most probably comes through in my descriptions of the camping destinations such as the primitive sites in the state forests at Green Ridge, Potomac, and Garrett. However, I am aware that many more campers like easy access to facilities and don’t want to travel too far or with too many jugs of potable water. Thus, I included many campgrounds that offer anything a camper could want. However, I was careful to exclude campgrounds that were overrun with RVs and where finding silence and privacy were virtual impossibilities. Don’t misunderstand, I’ve shared campground space with RVers and still enjoyed the experience immensely. Thus, a campground with a lot of RVs wasn’t automatically excluded from this book. Besides, more and more campgrounds are geared toward catering to the RV set. But rest assured, you’ll find many campgrounds in this book where RVs either aren’t allowed or where their owners will find it impossible to reach.

THE OVERVIEW MAP AND OVERVIEW-MAP KEY

Use the overview map to assess the exact location of each campground. The campground’s number appears not only on the overview map but also on the map key facing the overview map, in the table of contents, and on the profile’s first page.

The book is organized by region, as indicated in the table of contents. A map legend that details the symbols found on the campground layout maps.

CAMPGROUND-LAYOUT MAPS

Each profile contains a detailed campground-layout map that provides an overhead look at campground sites, internal roads, facilities, and other key items. Each campground entrance’s GPS coordinates are included with each profile.

GPS CAMPGROUND-ENTRANCE COORDINATES

Readers can easily access all campgrounds in this book by using the directions given and the overview map, which shows at least one major road leading into the area. But for those who enjoy using the latest GPS technology to navigate, the necessary data has been provided. This book includes the GPS coordinates for each campground. To collect accurate map data, each campground was recorded with a handheld GPS unit. Data collected was then downloaded and plotted onto a digital USGS topo map. More accurately known as UTM coordinates, the numbers index a specific point using a grid method. The survey datum used to arrive at the coordinates is NAD27. For readers who own a GPS unit, whether handheld or onboard a vehicle, the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates provided with each campground description may be entered into the GPS unit. Just make sure your GPS unit is set to navigate using the UTM system in conjunction with NAD27 datum.

One note about campground entries with multiple camping options, such as the C&O Canal sites and the South Mountain/Appalachian Trail sites: in these cases, I give the GPS data for the first camping site within that particular entry. For example, for the C&O Canal: Drive-in Sites, there are five campgrounds. I describe each in turn, moving in a northwesterly direction. Because Antietam Creek is the first described, the GPS information for the entire entry corresponds to the Antietam Creek site.

UTM COORDINATES: ZONE, EASTING, AND NORTHING

Within the UTM coordinates box in each campground description, there are three numbers labeled zone, easting, and northing. Here is an example from Fort Frederick State Park.

UTM Zone (NAD27) 17S

Easting 756861

Northing 4388136

The zone number (17) refers to one of the 60 longitudinal zones (vertical) of a map using the UTM projection. Each zone is 6° wide. The zone letter (S) refers to one of the 20 latitudinal zones (horizontal) that span from 80° South to 84° North.

The easting number (756861) references in meters how far east the point is from the zero value for eastings, which runs north-south through Greenwich, England. Increasing easting coordinates on a topo map or on your GPS screen indicate you are moving east; decreasing easting coordinates indicate you are moving west. Since lines of longitude converge at the poles, they are not parallel as lines of latitude are. This means that the distance between Full Easting Coordinates is 1,000 meters near the equator but becomes smaller as you travel farther north or south; the difference is small enough to be ignored, but only until you reach the polar regions.

In the Northern Hemisphere, the northing number (4388136) references in meters how far you are from the equator. Above the equator, northing coordinates increase by 1,000 meters between each parallel line of latitude (east-west lines). On a topo map or GPS receiver, increasing northing numbers indicate you are traveling north.

In the Southern Hemisphere, the northing number references how far you are from a latitude line that is 10 million meters south of the equator. Below the equator, northing coordinates decrease by 1,000 meters between each line of latitude. On a topo map, decreasing northing coordinates indicate you are traveling south.

THE RATING SYSTEM

This book rates each campground in six different categories, assigning from anywhere between one and five stars. There wasn’t one campground that didn’t have at least something special going for it. The real gems are the ones that have high rankings in five or all six categories. Of course, my rankings are subjective and largely dependent upon my specific experiences. However, I was careful to question other campers and especially rangers and employees to try and get a much fuller and objective view of each campground. Look at the rankings carefully, but don’t exclude a campground solely upon a low ranking in one or more category. A campground with smallish campsites, for example, might very well lay in close proximity to an awe-inspiring view.

BEAUTY This category includes the area that extends beyond the campground itself. Easy access to thick forest, clear streams, or stupendous views gives a campground a high ranking, regardless of whether the specific sites themselves are apt to awe you.

PRIVACY This category refers to the ease with which campers in the next site can hear you and vice versa. Few campgrounds in this book don’t offer at least a small green buffer between sites, but the ranking in this category will give you a good idea of how much.

SPACIOUSNESS Spaciousness refers to the physical dimensions of the campsites. If you are in a group, for example, this may be a top concern.

QUIET This is a difficult category to measure because different times of the year, times of the week, and luck of the neighborly draw will determine your experience. However, as indicated previously, I made every effort to talk with other campers and rangers/employees at each campground to try to get a fair sense of what one can expect any time of the year.

SECURITY DNR-run campgrounds are invariably very safe. Almost all have a camp host and easy access to ranger offices. Park police regularly patrol state campgrounds as well. I wouldn’t predict much trouble at any of the campgrounds in this book. However, I gave some of the very remote campgrounds a lower rating for safety simply because there might well be no one around to deter crime. Thus, you will be more vulnerable. Of course, this isolation is what attracts me most about these places.

CLEANLINESS This is self-explanatory but refers to the amount of litter you might find at the campground. Overflowing trash cans, and restrooms that didn’t look terribly well maintained were cause for knocking off a few stars in this category.

FIRST-AID KIT A useful first-aid kit may contain more items than you might think necessary. These are just the basics. Prepackaged kits in waterproof bags (Atwater Carey and Adventure Medical make them) are available. As a preventive measure, take along sunscreen and insect repellent. Even though quite a few items are listed here, they pack down into a small space:




	•
	Ace bandages or Spenco joint wraps



	•
	Adhesive bandages, such as Band-Aids



	•
	Antibiotic ointment (Neosporin or the generic equivalent)



	•
	Antiseptic or disinfectant, such as Betadine or hydrogen peroxide



	•
	Aspirin or acetaminophen



	•
	Benadryl or the generic equivalent, diphenhydramine (in case of allergic reactions)



	•
	Butterfly-closure bandages



	•
	Epinephrine in a prefilled syringe (for people known to have severe allergic reactions to such things as bee stings)



	•
	Gauze (one roll)



	•
	Gauze compress pads (six 4- x 4-inch pads)



	•
	Matches or pocket lighter



	•
	Moleskin/Spenco “Second Skin”



	•
	Waterproof first-aid tape



	•
	Whistle (it’s more effective in signaling rescuers than your voice)



ANIMAL AND PLANT HAZARDS

SNAKES Generally speaking, the prospect of being bitten by a snake should never deter a camper in Maryland. The state has only two native poisonous snakes: northern copperheads, which you may see in central, southern, and eastern Maryland, and timber rattlers, which live in the mountainous, western part of the state. Although the chances of being bitten by a snake are slim, take proper caution. For good information on snakes in Maryland, visit: dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/plants_wildlife/snakeinfo.asp.

TICKS All outdoor recreationists in Maryland should be concerned about ticks. Your best protection is to be vigilant: Check yourself frequently and look hard. Often, the smaller the tick, the greater the chance for subsequent serious health problems. Tiny deer ticks (black-legged ticks), for example, carry Lyme disease; if you see a bull’s-eye rash radiating from a tender red spot, see a doctor right away. If you experience flulike symptoms (intense malaise, fever, chills, and a headache) a day or two after camping, look very hard for the telltale bull’s-eye rash and see a doctor to alleviate any concerns. If you find a tick attached to your skin, gently remove it with tweezers, taking care to pull it off gently so the mouthpart does not break off and remain attached. In general, ticks pose a major threat only during the warmest months of summer, but an unseasonably mild spring and/or warm autumn can mean a solid six or seven months of tick season. So take precautionary measures, but don’t let it keep you inside your tent. Note: Lyme disease tends to be overdiagnosed and afflicts relatively few people.

POISON IVY The old maxim for poison ivy holds true: “Leaves of three, let it be.” Poison sumac, however, can contain anywhere from 7 to 13 leaves. Since I am extremely allergic to poison ivy, I always take the following cautions: I do not scratch anything under any circumstances; if poison ivy is sitting on the skin, scratching and then touching skin anywhere else is the surest way of spreading it. I always carry alcohol-based moist towelettes, and at the end of the day, I rub my legs gently with the towelettes to stave off infection until I can get home and shower. (Note: It is very important that these moist towelettes contain alcohol. If they contain just soap, wiping with them will only move the poison ivy oil, urushiol, around, increasing the risk of infection.)

MOSQUITOES Many of the campgrounds in Southern Maryland and Eastern Shore are simply inundated with mosquitoes in the humid summer months. Protect yourself against mosquito bites by applying an effective repellent. Most people reach for repellents that contain DEET, which is fairly toxic stuff. I recently took Burt’s Bees natural insect repellent with me on a trip into the Amazon jungle and found it very effective. Unlike DEET-based repellents, there is no maximum on the amount and frequency of use for Burt’s.

The Asian Tiger mosquito, which spreads the West Nile virus, has been seen in Maryland, especially in places with lots of water. Even though West Nile has understandably grabbed headlines in recent years, your chances of contracting it are extraordinarily slim, and even if you do contract it, a reasonably healthy person who receives medical treatment will be able to stave off the disease’s most-damaging effects.

RESOURCES

As you read this book, you’ll see that the vast majority of the campgrounds are run by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. I found time and time again that state-operated campgrounds were invariably clean, safe, and beautifully maintained. The Maryland DNR maintains an excellent Web site with links to all of the DNR-operated campgrounds featured in this book (33 of the 50). Visit dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/campinginfo.asp for all the latest information and links. For information on private campgrounds in Maryland (including many not featured in this book), contact the Maryland Association of Campgrounds at (301) 271-7012, or visit mdcamping.com.

TIPS FOR A HAPPY CAMPING TRIP

There is nothing worse than a bad camping trip, especially because it is so easy to have a great time. To assist with making your outing a happy one, here are some pointers:



	•
	RESERVE YOUR SITE AHEAD OF TIME, especially if it’s a weekend or a holiday, or if the campground is wildly popular. Many prime campgrounds require at least a six-month lead time on reservations. Check before you go.



	•
	PICK YOUR CAMPING BUDDIES WISELY. A family trip is pretty straightforward, but you may want to reconsider including grumpy Uncle Fred, who doesn’t like bugs, sunshine, or marshmallows. After you know who’s going, make sure that everyone is on the same page regarding expectations of difficulty (amenities or the lack thereof, physical exertion, and so on), sleeping arrangements, and food requirements.


	•
	DON’T DUPLICATE EQUIPMENT SUCH AS COOKING POTS and lanterns among campers in your party. Carry what you need to have a good time, but don’t turn the trip into a major moving experience.


	•
	DRESS FOR THE SEASON. Educate yourself on the temperature highs and lows of the specific area you plan to visit. It may be warm at night in the summer in your backyard, but up in the mountains it will be quite chilly.


	•
	PITCH YOUR TENT ON A LEVEL SURFACE, preferably one covered with leaves, pine straw, or grass. Use a tarp or specially designed footprint to thwart ground moisture and to protect the tent floor. Do a little site maintenance, such as picking up the small rocks and sticks that can damage your tent floor and make sleep uncomfortable. If you have a separate tent rain fly but don’t think you’ll need it, keep it rolled up at the base of the tent in case it starts raining at midnight.


	•
	IF YOU ARE NOT COMFORTABLE SLEEPING ON THE GROUND, take a sleeping pad with you that is full-length and thicker than you think you might need. This will not only keep your hips from aching on hard ground, but will also help keep you warm. A wide range of thin, light, inflatable pads is available at camping stores today, and these are a much better choice than home air mattresses, which conduct heat away from the body and tend to deflate during the night.


	•
	IF YOU’RE NOT HIKING INTO A PRIMITIVE CAMPSITE, there is no real need to skimp on food due to weight. Plan tasty meals and bring everything you will need to prepare, cook, eat, and clean up.


	•
	IF YOU TEND TO USE THE BATHROOM MULTIPLE TIMES AT NIGHT, you should plan ahead. Leaving a warm sleeping bag and stumbling around in the dark to find the restroom, whether it be a pit toilet, a fully plumbed comfort station, or just the woods, is not fun. Keep a flashlight and any other accoutrements you may need by the tent door and know exactly where to head in the dark.


	•
	STANDING DEAD TREES AND STORMDAMAGED LIVING TREES can pose a real hazard to tent campers. These trees may have loose or broken limbs that could fall at any time. When choosing a campsite or even just a spot to rest during a hike, look up.




CAMPING ETIQUETTE

Camping experiences can vary wildly depending on a variety of factors, such as weather, preparedness, fellow campers, and time of year. Here are a few tips on how to create good vibes with fellow campers and wildlife you encounter.



	•
	OBTAIN ALL PERMITS AND AUTHORIZATION AS REQUIRED. Make sure you check in, pay your fee, and mark your site as directed. Don’t make the mistake of grabbing a seemingly empty site that looks more appealing than your site. It could be reserved. If you’re unhappy with the site you’ve selected, check with the campground host for other options.


	•
	LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS. Be sensitive to the ground beneath you. Be sure to place all garbage in designated receptacles or pack it out if none is available. No one likes to see the trash someone else has left behind.


	•
	NEVER SPOOK ANIMALS. It’s common for animals to wander through campsites, where they may be accustomed to the presence of humans (and our food). An unannounced approach, a sudden movement, or a loud noise startles most animals. A surprised animal can be dangerous to you, to others, and to themselves. Give them plenty of space.


	•
	PLAN AHEAD. Know your equipment, your ability, and the area where you are camping–and prepare accordingly. Be self-sufficient at all times; carry necessary supplies for changes in weather or other conditions. A well-executed trip is a satisfaction to you and to others.


	•
	BE COURTEOUS TO OTHER CAMPERS, hikers, bikers, and others you encounter. If you run into the owner of a large RV, don’t panic. Just wave, feign eye contact, and then walk slowly away.


	•
	STRICTLY FOLLOW THE CAMPGROUND’S RULES regarding the building of fires. Never burn trash. Trash smoke smells horrible, and trash debris in a fire pit or grill is unsightly.



VENTURING AWAY FROM THE CAMPGROUND

If you go for a hike, bike, or other excursion into the wilderness, here are some tips:



	•
	ALWAYS CARRY FOOD AND WATER, whether you are planning to go overnight or not. Food will give you energy, help keep you warm, and sustain you in an emergency until help arrives. Bring potable water or treat water by boiling or filtering before drinking from a lake or stream.


	•
	STAY ON DESIGNATED TRAILS. Most hikers get lost when they leave the trail. Even on the most clearly marked trails, there is usually a point where you have to stop and consider which direction to head. If you become disoriented, don’t panic. As soon as you think you may be off-track, stop, assess your current direction, and then retrace your steps back to the point where you went awry. If you have absolutely no idea how to continue, return to the trailhead the way you came in. Should you become completely lost and have no idea of how to return to the trailhead, remaining in place along the trail and waiting for help is most often the best option for adults and always the best option for children.


	•
	BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL WHEN CROSSING STREAMS. Whether you are fording the stream or crossing on a log, make every step count. If you have any doubt about maintaining your balance on a log, go ahead and ford the stream instead. When fording a stream, use a trekking pole or stout stick for balance and face upstream as you cross. If a stream seems too deep to ford, turn back. Whatever is on the other side is not worth risking your life.


	•
	BE CAREFUL AT OVERLOOKS. Although these areas may provide spectacular views, they are potentially hazardous. Stay back from the edge of outcrops and be absolutely sure of your footing: a misstep can mean a nasty and possibly fatal fall.


	•
	KNOW THE SYMPTOMS OF HYPOTHERMIA. Shivering and forgetfulness are the two most common indicators of this insidious killer. Hypothermia can occur at any elevation, even in the summer. Wearing cotton clothing puts you especially at risk, because cotton, when wet, wicks heat away from the body. To prevent hypothermia, dress in layers using synthetic clothing for insulation, use a cap and gloves to reduce heat loss, and protect yourself with waterproof, breathable outerwear. If symptoms arise, get the victim to shelter, a fire, hot liquids, and dry clothes or a dry sleeping bag.


	•
	TAKE ALONG YOUR BRAIN. A cool, calculating mind is the single most important piece of equipment you’ll ever need on the trail. Think before you act. Watch your step. Plan ahead. Avoiding accidents before they happen is the best recipe for a rewarding and relaxing hike.









WESTERN MARYLAND

[image: images]









1

BIG RUN STATE PARK

Grantsville



“Big Run is just one of the many state parks and forests in Garrett County; what sets it apart from its neighbors is its proximity to the unspoiled Savage River Reservoir.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	Big Run State Park c/o New Germany State Park 349 Headquarters Lane Grantsville, MD 21536 (301) 895-5453


	OPERATED BY:
	Maryland Department of Natural Resources


	OPEN:
	All year


	SITES:
	30


	EACH SITE HAS:
	Picnic table, fire grill, lantern post


	ASSIGNMENT:
	First come, first served


	REGISTRATION:
	Through New Germany State Park, (301) 895-5453, or self-register at information desk in Big Run State Park


	FACILITIES:
	Picnic pavilion, restroom, water


	PARKING:
	2 vehicles max. per site


	FEE:
	$15/night; group site (25 people max.), $60/night


	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: Allowed on a leash Quiet Hours: 11 p.m.–7 a.m. Visitors: Max. 6 people per site Fires: In fire rings Alcohol: At site only Stay Limit: 2 weeks Other: Check-out is 3 p.m.






[image: images]

AT 300 ACRES, BIG RUN STATE PARK is relatively modest in size, but it sits within the Savage River State Forest, which, at 53,000 acres, is the largest of Maryland’s state forests and parks. Big Run is just one of the many state parks and forests in Garrett County; what sets it apart from its neighbors is its proximity to the unspoiled Savage River Reservoir, where anglers can fish for a seemingly endless supply of bass, catfish, crappie, perch, trout, and walleye. Canoe rentals are offered at BJ’s store just north of the state park, on Big Run Road.

Another feature that distinguishes Big Run from its larger park neighbor, New Germany, is that camping here is year-round. Because of the cold and the threat of heavy snow, winter camping is largely a private experience. The numerous hiking trails in the state forest provide for some great cross-country skiing.

If you’ve brought a boat, you’ll want to snag one of the sites in the 80s or sites 78, 79, or 90, which are closest to the boat launch for the reservoir. These are fairly big sites, but they sit more or less in the open, away from forest canopy.

If you are more interested in the surrounding forest and its hiking trails, go for the sites north of the boat launch, off Big Run Road (sites 60 through 77). One word of warning: Sites 76 and 77 are very close to one another; they even seem to share space. If you’re a small group that exceeds the limit for one site, 76 and 77 might actually be good to grab for their proximity to one another.

The 6-mile Monroe Run Trail commences from between sites 62 and 64, and these sites, along with 65 and 67, could very well be the most pleasurable spots to have. They sit in the forested sections of the park, away from the main camp roads. The trail follows the Monroe Run into nearby New Germany State Park. The trail shouldn’t be missed; it’s a modest 6 miles, but it winds through pristine forests and over innumerable streams. It guarantees a workout, but it’s very lovely.

In all, you really can’t go wrong in Big Run; it’s fairly small, so there’s really not a whole lot of action, company, or noise. And if you want an even more rustic camping experience, you can head straight north on Big Run Road or east on Savage River Road for loads of camping opportunities in the Savage River State Forest.



GETTING THERE

Take Exit 22 off I-68 and follow Chestnut Ridge Road south to New Germany Road. Pass New Germany State Park headquarters and take a left onto Big Run Road.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (NAD27) 17S

Easting 659964

Northing 4378813
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BRUNSWICK FAMILY CAMPGROUND

Brunswick



“Brunswick Family Campground possesses some prime real estate, astride a particularly beautiful stretch of the Potomac River.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	Brunswick Family Campground Maple Avenue Brunswick, MD 21716 (301) 834-8050


	OPERATED BY:
	City of Brunswick, MD


	OPEN:
	First weekend in April–last weekend in November


	SITES:
	365 (300 tent, 65 RV)


	EACH SITE HAS:
	Fire ring, picnic table


	ASSIGNMENT:
	Reservations recommended, accepted after January 1 for that calendar year


	REGISTRATION:
	(301) 834-8050


	FACILITIES:
	Ball fields, bathhouse, boat ramp, dumping station, playground, vending


	PARKING:
	In designated areas


	FEE:
	Friday and Saturday, $25/night ($31/night electric); Sunday–Thursday, $20/night ($25 electric); 15% discount for disabled, over 60, and military persons


	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: On a leash Quiet Hours: 10 p.m.–8 a.m. Visitors: Requested to stop by office and sign in Fires: In fire pits Alcohol: Not permitted Stay Limit: 2 weeks; campers can come back after 7 days Other: Check-out is 2 p.m.






[image: images]

BRUNSWICK IS A SMALL CITY (population 5,000) in southwestern Frederick County, near the Washington County border. It’s on the National Register of Historic Places because of its importance in the early-to-mid-1900s as a railroading town. The city also bumps up against the C&O Canal and the Potomac River. This wonderful location is what makes Brunswick Family Campground worth a visit. The campground itself used to be an airfield, so there’s lots of space.

I must acknowledge, however, that I really debated whether or not I should include Brunswick Family Campground in this book. Of the 50 campgrounds I’ve described here, I might very well rank it last. First, it’s primarily an RV campground. Second, while the grounds are well maintained, the basketball court and, more importantly, the bathhouse (only one on site), are not. So why did I decide ultimately to include it? Location, location, location.

Brunswick Family Campground possesses some prime real estate, astride a particularly beautiful stretch of the Potomac River. The same can be said of several other campsites in this book, most notably the C&O Canal drive-in and hiker/biker sites. However, the advantage that Brunswick Family Campground has over those is that you won’t have to haul your gear to get there, and you’re always assured of getting a spot (campground literature claims that there are 300 tent sites, which means they really pack them in). Plus, the campground is less than a mile down a dirt road from the center of town and its most notable attraction, the Brunswick Railroad Museum, which also houses the C&O Canal National Historic Park Visitor Center for nearby Canal Lock 30. Plus, the campground enjoys proximity to state parks; Civil War battlefields; and Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. As a result, it could provide for a nice family outing. There is often musical entertainment on weekends, when the campground is full. Most of the campers are locals, and Brunswick enjoys a reputation for friendliness.

My recommendation is to use the campground as a midweek destination for boating or fishing. (I visited on a gorgeous Tuesday in June, and the place was virtually empty.) There’s a convenient boat ramp just beyond the entrance road.

The tent-only sites sit to the right of the entrance on Airport Drive, just beyond RV Section C. The farther you head to the right, the farther you get from the RVs. However, moving farther to the right also brings you closer to the waste-treatment plant that looms just over the campground boundary. If you get too close, you will most probably smell it. Thus, try to get a site closer to Section C so you won’t see or smell the plant. Plus, this area is actually pretty nice; it’s thickly wooded (though not very private).

There is one tent site that is absolutely fantastic, and if you can get it, your experience should be quite special. All the way to the left when you enter, beyond sites 1 through 20 in RV Section A, sits one tent site by itself in a little copse right in front of the river, with a small path heading off to the woods on the left. It’s very private and very spacious. It’s one of the nicest spots you’ll get anywhere, not just in this campground. There are other tent sites that aren’t bad, either, though across the campground from the river. They are just to the left of the basketball court when you enter, toward the tree line.



GETTING THERE

From Frederick, take I-70 to US Route 340 West to Exit 2, MD 17 South. Take A Street over the railroad tracks and then head left on the dirt road.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18S

Easting 274562

Northing 4354126
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CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN PARK

Thurmont




“Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first to use Catoctin as a presidential getaway, naming it ‘Shangri-La.’”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	Catoctin Mountain Park 6602 Foxville Road Thurmont, MD 21788-1598 (301) 663-9388 or: National Park Service, c/o Harpers Ferry Center P.O. Box 50 Harpers Ferry, WV 25425


	OPERATED BY:
	National Park Service


	OPEN:
	April 15–third Sunday in November


	SITES:
	51


	EACH SITE HAS:
	Picnic table, grill, lantern post, tent pad


	ASSIGNMENT:
	First come, first served


	REGISTRATION:
	Self-register at headquarters near entrance


	FACILITIES:
	Bathhouses


	PARKING:
	Only 1 vehicle at individual site, very limited overflow parking


	FEE:
	$20/night


	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: On a leash Quiet Hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m. Visitors: Max. 5 people or the immediate household per site Fires: In fire rings Alcohol: Not allowed Stay Limit: No more than 7 consecutive days, or 14 days in a year Other: Max. tent size 9 by 12 feet





[image: images]

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN PARK has a pedigreed history as a getaway spot–the presidential retreat at Camp David lies on the same property. The area was developed in the 1930s partly as a retreat for the families of federal employees. Although people are still fond of saying that D.C.’s population changes every election year and that no one actually lives there, those of us who grew up in and around D.C. know otherwise. We also know that summer–a time when it feels like the rest of the world is coming into the city–can be brutally hot and humid. After all, the city was built on a swamp. Thus, a place like Catoctin, not too far away even in those days before mass transport and reliable, paved roads, is truly a wonderful retreat.

Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first to use Catoctin as a presidential getaway, in 1942. He named it “Shangri-La.” When Roosevelt died, there was some controversy over whether the land would remain in federal hands or revert to Maryland state parkland. A compromise was reached whereby the land north of Route 77 would remain under federal control, while that south would go back to Maryland. (This southern area is now Cunningham Falls State Park; see profile.) The deal became official in 1954, and then president Eisenhower renamed the retreat after his grandson.

Obviously, a visitor to Catoctin Park shouldn’t expect to be able to do any snooping around Camp David. In fact, chances are, you won’t even know where it is in relation to where you’re hiking or camping. (That said, I’ve been camping here when helicopters busily ferried dignitaries to and from the retreat). The sections of the park that aren’t off-limits contain more than 5,800 acres and more than 25 miles of hiking trails. Adding adjacent Cunningham Falls State Park, there’s no shortage of recreational opportunities.

Catoctin’s Owens Creek Campground sits near its namesake, the clean and clear Owens Creek. Several hiking trails also come quite close, including the Catoctin Trail, which runs all the way through the park, into Cunningham Falls State Park, and farther south through the Frederick Municipal Forest. Nearer the park headquarters, it’s easy to access trails that take in Chimney Rock, Wolf Rock, Thurmont Vista, and the Blue Ridge Summit Overlook, a fantastic loop through hardwood forests with grand, sweeping views.

I tend to have a bias toward the last site on any loop because of its minimal through traffic. For Catoctin, this means Site 30, which sits virtually by itself at the very end of the loop. If access to the bathhouse and water is most important, try to snag Site 10 or 20. But the sites nearest Owens Creek are the most popular, and justly so–it’s a lovely little tributary, and the sites are very close to the creek. Essentially, the sites to the left of the entrance area–sites 1, 2, 4, 7, 14 to 16, 18, and 28 to 30–head toward the creek. Of these, sites 18, 28, and 29 are the best, with 30 a good bet as well because of its additional proximity to hiking trails.

Outside of the main campground loop, there are also two Adirondack shelters where you can camp. These shelters are free, but permits are required (obtainable at the visitor center, not reservable in advance). Tents must be set up inside the shelters. The shelters can accommodate five people and provide access to a pit toilet. They both sit within 3 miles of parking areas.



GETTING THERE

From Frederick, take US Route 15 17 miles north to Thurmont. Take MD Route 77 West. Go 3 miles and turn right onto Park Central Road.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18S

Easting 286203

Northing 4392118
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C&O CANAL: DRIVE-IN SITES

Hagerstown



“All campsites along the canal have two things in common: the Potomac in front and the towpath behind.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	C&O Canal NHP Headquarters 1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100 Hagerstown, MD 21740-6620 (301) 739-4200


	OPERATED BY:
	National Park Service


	OPEN:
	All year


	SITES:
	5 locations, 71 sites total


	EACH SITE HAS:
	Picnic table, fire pit


	ASSIGNMENT:
	First come, first served


	REGISTRATION:
	Self-registration at each site, pay before occupying site


	FACILITIES:
	Chemical toilets, grills, water (except McCoys Ferry)


	PARKING:
	Max. 2 vehicles per site; park only at designated sites, never on grass


	FEE:
	$10/night


	RESTRICTIONS:
	Pets: On a leash or under control Quiet Hours: 10 p.m.–6 a.m. Visitors: Max. 8 people or 2 tents per site Fires: In grills or fire rings only Stay Limit: Total of 30 days for the calendar year, only 14 of which can be consecutive or between May 1 and October 1





[image: images]

THE C&O CANAL FOLLOWS the Potomac River for 185 miles from Washington, D.C., to Cumberland, Maryland. It served for almost 100 years beginning in 1828, and a multitude of original structures still stand, attesting to its durability and workmanship. It came close to becoming a highway, but through the tireless efforts in the mid-1950s of Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas, it was turned instead into a linear park in 1971. Today, we are the beneficiaries.

The C&O Canal enjoys a reputation as the best-preserved 19th-century canal in America, and restoration projects continue to this day. Potomac floods have the effect of washing away major portions of the canal, so restoration will probably go on perpetually. Like the monuments and museums in D.C., the canal’s mission is a very public one. To that end, a whole series of hiker/biker campsites are set up and maintained and are free of charge (see the next three profiles in this book).

There are also five drive-in campsites along the C&O Canal, none of which have electric hookups. In choosing where to go and what to see along the canal, you have to familiarize yourself with the numbering system. Everything along the canal is assigned a number according to its distance from Mile 0, at the canal’s starting point at the Georgetown Visitor’s Center in Washington, D.C.

The five drive-in sites are spread along the canal but are more along the northwestern sections toward Cumberland (as opposed to southeast toward Washington). They are Antietam Creek (Mile 70), McCoys Ferry (Mile 110), Fifteen Mile Creek (Mile 141), Paw Paw (Mile 156), and Spring Gap (Mile 173).

All campsites along the canal have two things in common: the Potomac in front and the towpath behind. This means an endless supply of boating, fishing, swimming, and hiking opportunities. Every site is somewhat different in character, however, in that the surrounding topography changes and nearby historical sites and towns (or lack thereof) change the experience of camping in each site. As a general rule, expect a large, cleared area with individual campsites scattered around the available space. While the sites are usually big, they’re never terribly far from one another. Antietam Creek has as its main draw point its proximity to Antietam National Battlefield, which is a short drive (or canoe ride) away. Antietam is hallowed ground, site of the bloodiest battle in the Civil War. Excellent maintenance and educational opportunities distinguish the park. But it’s also an exceedingly beautiful place, and a canoe or kayak trip upstream through the battlefield site is a special experience. From MD Route 40 in Boonsboro, take Route 34 West to Route 665 West (Harpers Ferry Road). There are 20 campsites at Antietam Creek, and water is available between mid-April and mid-November.

McCoys Ferry tends to be more popular, as it has RV parking. As mentioned previously, there are no electric sites at any of the C&O Canal campgrounds, but RVs in the area can use this parking lot. McCoys Ferry is also popular because it has a boat ramp for quick launch into the Potomac. The launch parking lot is where you have to leave your car. Be aware that there is no potable water at this site. McCoys Ferry has 14 sites and is nicely situated just south of Fort Frederick State Park and Big Pool. To reach McCoys Ferry, take I-70 to Exit 12 and follow MD Route 56 past Big Pool and Fort Frederick. Take a right onto McCoys Ferry Rd.

Fifteen Mile Creek, with ten sites, also has parking and a boat launch. There is water available between mid-April and mid-November. If you need other supplies, the town of Little Orleans is nearby. The campsite sits on the southern edge of Green Ridge State Forest, so if the level terrain of the canal gets tiresome, you can head for the forested hills. A bit farther out, back on I-68, is the Sideling Hill Visitor Center. The four-story center sits perched atop one of the most dramatic rock exposures in the eastern U.S. The highway blasted through the mountain exposed almost 850 feet of vertical rock layers formed some 350 million years ago. To reach Fifteen Mile Creek, take I-68 to MD Route 68 (Orleans Road) to the town of Little Orleans.

Paw Paw may very well be the canal’s most popular site. The chief attraction here is the Paw Paw Tunnel, a 3,100-foot-long tunnel constructed between 1836 and 1850. Paw Paw allows easy access to Green Ridge State Forest, entering from the west side. Paw Paw campground, with eight sites, is loaded with amenities. Aside from parking and a boat launch, there are picnic areas, phones, and a camp store and restaurants nearby, just across the bridge in the town of Paw Paw, West Virginia. To reach the Paw Paw camping area, head north from Little Orleans on Orleans Road (see directions to Fifteen Mile Creek above), pick up Old-town Road in the Green Ridge State Forest to MD Route 51, and head south.

The amenities listed for Paw Paw are also found at Spring Gap (sans the restaurants), the westernmost drive-in campground, with 19 sites. This is a more remote section of the canal, sitting in the shadow of Warrior Mountain (what a great name!) and within 10 miles of the canal’s terminus at Cumberland. To reach it, head north from Paw Paw on MD Route 51 to the town of Spring Gap; the campsite is just beyond. There is no water here.

Note: Group sites can hold up to 35, require advanced reservations (call the park office), and are located at Marsden Tract (Mile 11) and adjacent to the drive-in site at Fifteen Mile Creek (Mile 141).



GETTING THERE

Varies; see text.






GPS COORDINATES

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18S

Easting 263635

Northing 4366789
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60 HIKES WITHIN 60 MILES:

BALTIMORE

by Evan L. Balkan

0-80732-6237 + 978-0-80732-623-0
$16.95

6x9, paperback

maps, photographs, index

From hikes within the city, including a new 14-mile greenway
running through the largest unbroken urban forest in the
United States, to the solitude of rural Carroll and northwest
Baltimore Counties, this is a guide to great hikes in the area.
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$9.95

176 pages

explorers forever lost

The best adventures come full circle, depositing intrepid explorers back
into their cozy armchairs to dream of the next challenge. From the
disappearance in Utah of cowboy roamer Everett Ruess to the loss of
billionaire explorer Michael Rockefeller in the wilds of New Guinea, the
tales of those forfeited to the call of wild adventure ring with mystery,
intrigue, and excitement to this day. Murdered, drowned, or eaten
alive—these are mysteries of disappearance likely to remain unsolved

but never forgotten
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DEAR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS,

SUPPORTING YOUR INTEREST IN 0UTDOOR ADVENTURE, travel, and an
active lifestyle is central to our operations, from the authors we choose to
the locations we detail to the way we design our books. Menasha Ridge
Press was incorporated in 1982 by a group of veteran outdoorsmen and
professional outfitters. For 25 years now, we've specialized in creating
books that benefit the outdoors enthusiast.

Almostimmediately, Menasha Ridge Press eamed a reputation for
revolutionizing outdoors- and travel-guidebook publishing. For such
activities as canoeing, kayaking, hiking, backpacking, and mountain
biking, we established new standards of quality that transformed the
whole genre, resulting in outdoor-recreation guides of great
sophistication and solid content. Menasha Ridge continues to be outdoor
publishing’s greatest innovator.

The folks at Menasha Ridge Press are as at home on 2 white-water river or
mountain trail as they are e
are the best they can be, because we're responding to your needs. Plus, we
use and depend on them ourselves.

ng a manuscript. The books we build for you

We look forward to seeing you on the river or the trail. Ifyou'd like to
contact us directly, join in at www.trekalong.com or visit us at
www.menasharidge.com. We thank you for your interest in our books
and the natural world around us all.

SAFETRAVELS,

Al Ly

BOB SEHLINGER
PUBLISHER
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Each campground profile includes:

ADstalled campground maps

i d faciit

A Dates of operation

ADriving directions to the campground and UTM
ordinates for GPS users

ARatings for beauty, privacy, spaciousness, quiet,
security, and cleanliness

uidebook fo tent campers who like quiet, scenic, and serene.

convoy of RVs.

has o offer.






