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In memory of Liam Rector (1949-2007)






 Chaos Is the New Calm

Chaos is the new calm 
violence the new balm 
to be spread on lips 
unused to a kiss.

 

Left is the new right 
as I brace for a fight 
with a man who stands 
on his remaining hand.

 

Fetid harbor harbor me 
until someone is free 
to drive me away 
from what happened today.

 

Don’t strand me standing here. 
If you leave, leave beer.






 Colorific

Colorguard march across an ash 
frame into a colorfield painting. 
They add a dimension to that 
which was flat and which I couldn’t 
stop staring at there in the Tate 
that force-fed colorized day.

 

When I left the building I walked 
into a color scheme more white 
than Mark Rothko’s hair at the end 
of his life, whose wife chats me 
up from the grave. When she’s 
done I list the faults of modern painters. 
She doesn’t give a damn what I think 
which is why I’m a critic.






 Connect

Stock car currency, carbon fluency, goosey 
rider of rails pale as hippodrome walls.

 

Local nunnery vs. the gunnery of St. Eustachius, 
patron saint of hunters whose aims are true.

 

Screen on the fireplace, protect us from heaven, 
from raccoons that plunge down the chimney.

 

If the ruffed grouse that’s circled our house 
for three years doesn’t get thinner, he’s dinner.

 

Is that a skunk in the garage, or just the desire 
to use words with two Ks, my Kafka?

 

Ants on the table go every which way, 
in search of fallen comrades we’ve crushed.

 

Only connect, detect a glimmer 
of animal after night has fallen hard.






 Daily Threads

Backstreet barricade, arcane 
balustrade, hidden kingdom of wing and prayer, 
details too fine to miss or mess with, 
skinny escape from a netherhood 
of parapets and puddle soaked oaks.

 

Hospital palatial, shadows under foot and bed. 
Time glacial. Fear the sound in both ears. 
Tubes, lube, sudden exclamation, 
declaration of unrepentance, remnants 
of dinner untouched, rouged, hushed.

 

Scat tracks, crosswalk, bebop 
haircut; moonshine, daylight, 
pills not popped: no threats 
to these daily threads I weave and weave.






 Devices

Out of roiling darkness, 
the unruly starkness 
of what you didn’t do, 
comes news of what you did: 
worse than I expected, 
your neglected self 
left to its devices.

 

I miss you already 
though you’re still here, 
flaunting your style, 
your demeanor calm 
as the day I met you 
under an umbrella borrowed 
from a London hotel.






 A Diamond Is Not a Stone

A car is not a purse  
I want to say to the man 
down the road whose house 
is so full of things 
he can’t throw away 
he buys car after car, 
fills them with newspapers 
he plans to read, letters 
he hopes to answer.

 

The cars still run 
when he abandons them, 
weighed down like trees 
with too much fruit, 
like the trees in his yard.






 Discreetly Functional

An Irish half-penny more wondrous 
than this you haven’t spent until 
today, a reverse-dovetail swagger 
more pronounced than your long nam

 

Words roll off your blossoming lips 
like buttons from a bag of tricks.

 

You tell me you are slightly aflame 
and need something cool and wet 
to counter your infernal condition.

 

I comply with Chivas so Regal 
you sing like the sodden mariner 
you met in landlocked Lagano.

 

In the morning I ask how you feel. 
Your reply? Discreetly functional.






 Dissolve

Starlings make patterns in the sky, 
they burst up, shoot down, 
color the blue sky black. 
No one knows why they stop 
on this three-cornered island, 
where they might go next, what shape 
they will take to arrive at once.

 

Their small bodies slicing air are 
commas, dashes, semicolons—
pauses between hard thoughts; 
a mob that follows first one 
leader, then another, unable 
to decide until it’s too late 
and all dissolve into the sea.






 Drawer

This desk scored so heavily 
with words and numbers makes me wonder 
who used it and for what, how 
hard they leaned on its wood.

 

Tiger maple makes waves on 
the surface, slick from decades 
of use. The drawer opens far enough 
for me to find the photos within.

 

Not his wife, she posed in 
furs he couldn’t afford, shoes she 
had to have, haircut so 
scandalous he couldn’t resist.

 

I put the photos back in the drawer. 
It’s clear I have no business there.






End of sample
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