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Alec Bedser: 104 wickets in 21 Ashes Tests.





Foreword 


Sir Alec Bedser played in five Ashes series, playing 21 Tests and taking 104 Australian wickets. He is the only English bowler to have taken 30 or more wickets in Ashes series at home and away. After retiring as a player, he was an England selector for 13 Ashes series (plus one in which the Ashes were not at stake, and the two one-off Centenary Tests). He was also the manager for the 1974–75 and 1979–80 tours of Australia, after being the assistant manager in 1962–63.


It is a great pleasure to be asked to write this foreword, as I have had a long association with both the Ashes and Wisden. Indeed the Ashes has been a significant factor throughout much of my life, while Wisden has recorded and reported on my entire cricket career.


One of the greatest honours in my career was being selected as one of Wisden’s Five Cricketers of the Year in 1947. In 2007, at the dinner to launch that year’s Wisden, I was honoured to be presented with a special leatherbound copy of the 1947 almanack to mark the 60th anniversary of my being named. As I write this foreword, my great friend and ex-Surrey and England colleague Arthur McIntyre, who was born less than two months before me in 1918, is the only Wisden Cricketer of the Year still alive who is older than me.


I think my earliest Ashes-related memory is seeing the Evening News when Don Bradman scored 334 at Headingley in 1930. It was unusual to have big photos in the papers in those days, let alone a cricket one, but I remember half of the front page was taken up by a photo of The Don. I had just had my 12th birthday the previous week, and seeing Bradman on the front page made a big impression on me.


Six years later I remember listening to bits of Alan McGilvray’s radio commentaries of the 1936–37 Ashes series in Australia. By that time my twin brother Eric and I were set on a cricket career with Surrey, and like any young cricketer I wanted to play for England against Australia. When Australia toured in 1938 I was busy playing for Surrey’s Second Eleven, so I didn’t get to see any of the Tests. However, I only just missed out, as we arrived back at The Oval at the end of a West Country tour just a few hours after the final Test finished. I remember looking at the pitch which, after four days’ play, was as perfect a strip as I ever saw. Hutton had made a world-record score of 364 and England had declared on 903 for 7. The groundsman, Bosser Martin, had predicted that they would get a thousand on his pitch so I remember him being upset that Wally Hammond had declared!


Eric and I made our Surrey debuts in 1939, but our careers were almost immediately put on hold as we joined the RAF when war broke out. I played a little cricket in the early part of the war, including some matches at Lord’s against the Australian forces, who included the great and inimitable Keith Miller. But after serving in Italy and France I arrived back at The Oval for the beginning of the 1946 season having not played at all for two years. After only ten games I made my England debut against India at Lord’s. It was a dream start as I took 11 wickets in each of my first two Tests, and ended the season being selected for the winter tour of Australia.


I was one of only four men under the age of 30 on that tour, which we ended up losing 3–0. But other than the result, the whole thing was an amazing experience. We travelled there on Ministry of War transport – the Stirling Castle troop ship. The voyage was particularly memorable because the passengers were made up of 17 England cricketers and some 600 war brides! But our trip home was even more special, because we returned by flying boat, stopping off at numerous exotic places such as Singapore (where we stayed at the famous Raffles Hotel) and Cairo (where we landed on the Nile).


At the end of that 1946–47 series I began a remarkable run of four Ashes Tests in which I dismissed Bradman six times. In the Fourth Test I managed to bowl him for nought, which I followed up by dismissing him again in the second innings of the last Test, and then again in both innings of the first two Tests in the 1948 series (including another duck). Although we rarely spoke to each other on those tours (he didn’t socialise much in his playing days), we became very close friends later, and Eric and I visited Don and his wife Jessie in Adelaide on countless occasions during the next five decades.


In 1953 we had a very strong team which famously won back the Ashes 19 years after losing them. I took 39 wickets in the five-match series, and looking back I think my career high point was at Trent Bridge in the First Test when I had match figures of 14 for 99. My last England tour as a player was to Australia in 1954–55. Unfortunately I got shingles on the way out, which laid me low for the entire tour. I played in the First Test, but was below my best and it proved to be my last in the Ashes. So it was from various pavilions that I watched Frank Tyson terrorise the Aussies while we retained the Ashes. I played my last Test for England the following summer, and I finally retired from first-class cricket at end of the 1960 season; Eric followed me into retirement a year later.


In 1961 I watched the whole of the Ashes series while writing for the Daily Mail. I particularly remember watching Fred Trueman’s 11 wickets at Headingley, which included a spell of five for none. That series was the start of many years of watching Ashes Tests. I was assistant manager to the Duke of Norfolk on the 1962–63 tour, and was a selector right up to 1985. I was manager of the 1974–75 tour when the Australians unleashed Jeff Thomson, who terrorised our team much as Tyson had done theirs 20 years earlier. Thomson had a wonderful action, and I think he may even have been a touch quicker than Frank.


During my long stint as a selector I was chairman for eight series against Australia, as well as two one-off matches, one of which was the Centenary Test at Melbourne in March 1977. Not only was that a marvellous game (with the result almost unbelievably being the same as in the first-ever Test which it was celebrating), but it was probably the most enjoyable match I ever attended as a spectator. This was because every former Ashes player from both countries was invited as the Australian Board’s guest, and it was wonderful to meet up with so many old friends. Little did we know that behind the scenes Kerry Packer was recruiting players for his breakaway “cricket circus”.


Our captain in the Centenary Test, Tony Greig, turned out to be Packer’s right-hand man, so the following summer we appointed Mike Brearley as captain for the 1977 Ashes, which we won 3–0. That series was notable for the return of Geoff Boycott from self-imposed exile, and the debut of a young all-rounder named Ian Botham. By 1981 Botham had become a giant of Test cricket and was England captain. But after a poor start to that summer’s Ashes series, we replaced him as captain and reappointed Brearley. He seemed to inspire Botham, whose performances in the next three Tests made his legend and retained the Ashes. I never thought I would again see such euphoria about cricket as there was that summer – but I was wrong. I was present at The Oval in 2005 when England won back the Ashes after a thrilling series, and it was great to see cricket celebrated across the country.


My Ashes experiences have led to lifelong friendships with numerous Australians as well as England team-mates. I have already mentioned my close friendship with Bradman, but I also treasure my friendships with many other Aussies as well. Indeed I was thrilled when four of them (Arthur Morris, Neil Harvey, Alan Davidson and Ken Archer) flew over to England in July 2008 to attend my 90th birthday party. It was a long way for them to come, but I hope they enjoyed meeting up and sharing memories as much as I did. 


As I said at the beginning, the Ashes have been a major part of my life, but I think they have been a special part of many of other lives too, not just those privileged to have taken part but also the millions who have been entertained. Cricket is fortunate to have an international contest which is the envy of all sports. The history of the Ashes is the most eventful sporting story of all, and there can be no better way to read about it than through the original words of Wisden which make up this splendid anthology.


ALEC BEDSER
Woking, December 2008 





Introduction 


“It’s the Ashes!” shouted the commentator Brian Johnston on TV as England swept to victory at The Oval in 1953. His excitement probably gave a few people at the BBC heart failure, in an era when the continuity announcers still wore bow-ties, but he summed up the feelings of a nation which had beaten Australia at last after 19 long years. It was much the same in 2005, when one country rejoiced (and another growled and licked its wounds) after the most absorbing Test series of them all.


Just mention “The Ashes” to a follower of cricket and he or she is likely to drift off into a type of reverie, remembering past battles, be it 2005 or 1981 or even the Bodyline series of 1932–33, the one to which almost any devotee would ask to be transported if the Tardis magically materialised outside their door. England and Australia have done battle for the tiny little urn for well over 100 years, each having periods of dominance and each (usually England, admittedly) having periods of despair when another victory seemed about as close as landing a man on Mars.


England v Australia Test series are an ongoing soap opera, with regular instalments (now standardised at every two years or so, but it was even more frequent than that in the 1880s). The cast is refreshed every time, with old favourites being gently pushed aside by new heroes. At the time of writing it seems certain that the likes of Shane Warne, Marcus Trescothick and Glenn McGrath won’t appear in the 2009 series, providing opportunities for newcomers to the pantheon. Stuart Broad? Mitchell Johnson? Ryan Sidebottom? Brad Haddin? Sooner or later, no doubt, one or more of them will carve their name in Ashes history.


The rivalry is genuine and intense, but by and large friendly, with the odd exception like Bodyline, which threatened not only to derail cricket relationships but diplomatic ones, too. The main reason for this, I believe, is the underlying comradeship of the people of England and Australia. Behind all the teasing and name-calling is a long affinity and a long friendship (even the term “Pommie bastard” is affectionate, or so my Antipodean friends assure me). Some of the early reports in Wisden bang on about the “Mother Country”, and refer to Australia and the Australians as “the Colonies” and “Colonials”. I don’t think this is meant disparagingly, although it might read like that now: it was just the way people spoke and wrote at the time. Remember that Australia didn’t become a separate country until 1901: until then it was a series of colonies, if fiercely proud ones. Cricket’s part in uniting Australia was an important one – and the desire of Australians to beat the “Mother Country” and show that they could stand on their own feet was important, too.


The first Wisden almanack appeared in 1864, so it was reasonably well established by the time what has been accepted as the first Test match was played between England and Australia at Melbourne in 1877, not that it was advertised as such. Wisden took a while to recognise that these games were more important than Gentlemen v Players, or Eton v Harrow, but almost from the start the almanack included detailed accounts of what eventually became known as Test matches. And that is what we have collected together here: all the Wisden match reports from Test matches between England and Australia – edited versions of all 316 of them from 1876–77 to 2006–07 – together with extracts from the tour reviews, relevant Editor’s Notes, Cricketer of the Year essays and other Ashes-related articles. For the sake of completeness we have featured all the Tests, including the dozen or so in which the Ashes were not at stake.


There might just be some surprises along the way. I didn’t know before starting this collection that another spoof obituary appeared in the press two days before the famous “Ashes” notice in the Sporting Times in 1882. And I hadn’t realised that the credit for resurrecting the legend of the Ashes, which had been almost forgotten after the original brouhaha in 1882–83, was down to Pelham Warner, a man more commonly associated these days with his rather hapless performance as England’s co-manager in the Bodyline series. There’s also the Ashes Test in which they got through 15 substandard balls in the first two innings, the one where Australia declared at 32 for 7 (and won), two matches England won after following on, the series when Australia came back from 2–0 down to win 3–2, and arguably the most famous Editor’s Note of all – when Sydney Pardon observed that England’s selection for the 1909 Oval Test “touched the confines of lunacy”.


The other aspect that leaps out from the pages is a cavalcade of cricket’s greatest names. W. G. Grace pops up early on (“a capital innings from Dr Grace” was a leitmotif of early Wisdens), then the limelight shifts to Victor Trumper, to S. F. Barnes, to Warwick Armstrong, to Walter Hammond. . . and then to Don Bradman.


Bradman’s achievements still boggle the mind more than 60 years after he retired. No one has ever reeled off big scores so consistently, or dominated to the same extent. It’s arguable that no one has dominated any sport in the way The Don did cricket: his Test batting average of a boundary short of 100 is more than 50% better than anyone else’s (60.97 is the next-best for a complete career of a decent number of innings). Those who say that Bradman had it easy because of friendly wickets, helpful laws and unscientific field-placings overlook the fact that the other fine batsmen of Bradman’s time slot into what we still consider the benchmarks of a pretty good Test batsman (an average of more than 40) or a great one (more than 50). Hammond, England’s preeminent batsman of Bradman’s era, averaged 58.45, and Jack Hobbs 56.94. Bill Ponsford, the Australian who made two first-class 400s, averaged 48.22 in Tests.


Only Bradman, too, has had a whole strategy invented just to curb him. Bodyline – the practice of stacking the leg-side field with catchers and then bouncing the ball fast at the batsman’s body and head – restricted Bradman to an average of “only” 56.57, and England won the Ashes easily (4–1), so it might be said to have worked, although the fuss it caused meant it was a victory achieved at considerable cost. Wisden’s coverage of the controversy shows up the time-lag in communications in the 1930s, compared to our instant satellite gratification. These days everyone would have seen for themselves exactly what the tactics were, and had them explained by a chorus line of former Test players. But in 1933 Wisden’s editor Stewart Caine was still sure “that English bowlers, to dispose of their opponents, would of themselves pursue such methods or that Jardine would acquiesce in such a course is inconceivable”. He did, however, admit that the matches had to be “described largely from cabled reports and hearsay evidence”, a handicap we don’t have nowadays when sometimes – as with Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson in 1974–75 – the bowling has looked to be more Bodyline-ish even than what Harold Larwood and Bill Voce served up in 1932–33. Wisden had caught up by 1934, when the new editor Sydney Southerton wrote a balanced and defining article condemning Bodyline.


Don Bradman remained the focal point of the Ashes story until his retirement in 1948. Soon after that came Johnston’s outburst at The Oval, when England beat a Donless Australia to win back the Ashes, starting a brief period of dominance that included Jim Laker’s astonishing 19-wicket haul at Old Trafford in 1956. And the Ashes survived the colourless 1960s and lived through the colourful ’70s, saw off the challenge of World Series Cricket, and established itself once again as cricket’s marquee series in 1981, with another epic rubber, this one dominated by Ian Botham.


Botham, now a knight of the realm as well as a blunt TV commentator, was a central figure in 1985 and 1986–87, too, before his mate Allan Border ushered in a period of Aussie supremacy in 1989. Border, Mark Taylor and Steve Waugh presided over eight successive series victories, which was either amazing or appalling, depending on which hemisphere you came from. By 2005, though, what people in England and Australia craved was an exciting series, to rekindle the Ashes. The essence of a decent rivalry is that both sides are in contention and that the matches are close, and successive series which were over by about halfway did not fit the bill. All but the most one-eyed of Australian fans wanted a good battle. And what transpired was better than anyone can have expected: Wisden had no hesitation in dubbing the 2005 Ashes the Greatest Test Series of all, and devoted a special section to it. But pride comes before a fall, they say, and the 2006–07 rematch – the last series covered in this book – was a contender for Worst Series. Good or bad, it all goes into the Ashes melting pot.


Collating all the material for this book has been a pleasure – and sometimes a bit of a pain. Some of the early reports were too long, while others were too short or almost non-existent: in 1885 the Editor apologised for not carrying much information on the previous year’s Ashes series, pointing out that full details had been printed in another book, “whereas no other annual has appeared. . . in which so much space is devoted to the leading Counties, the Universities, the Gentlemen of Philadelphia and the MCC.” The 2005 Editor fortunately chose not to follow this lead. Early on, it seems, time was – literally – of the essence: many reports carried exhaustive details of exactly when Dr Grace went in, or when Ulyett or Mr Murdoch or Briggs was out. For the sake of space – and readers’ attention spans – I had to remove some of this sort of thing, and also usually cut out details of who had been left out of a particular Test squad, unless it seemed of particular importance.


I tried wherever possible not to tinker with the wording of the pieces, preferring to retain the period feel of the language, but I have occasionally inserted the odd comma into pieces where they originally seem to have been mysteriously banned. The major changes have been in the length of some of the articles, especially the tour reviews, which have grown and grown over the years and these days often weigh in at around 5,000 words – too long for a work like this. I have tried to shorten them sympathetically, leaving in details of the important figures of each series. The same goes for match reports. If anyone feels deprived, or wishes to find out more about a specific tour, the unexpurgated reports and articles can be found in the Archive section of our website, www.wisden.com.


STEVEN LYNCH





Early Days: 
 1876-77 to 1882 


It should be borne in mind that the early encounters between sides representing England and Australia were more business ventures than international sporting contests. The very first tour of Australia by an English cricket team, in 1861–62, had only taken place because the sponsors, Spiers & Pond, had no luck tempting Charles Dickens to come out for a lecture tour. Most of these pioneering trips were done for profit, rather than the good of the game (it’s tempting to bracket them alongside the modern-day ICL, IPL, EPL and every other sort of L).


The other important factor to remember is that few of the early tours involved really representative sides. For example, the England side in what has come to be accepted as the very first Test of all, at Melbourne in March 1877, was some way from being the best XI the country could have mustered, not least because it was an all-professional outfit – which meant no amateurs like W. G. Grace, by far the leading player of the time. But that match has claimed its place in cricket history for two main reasons: it was the first time sides representing England and Australia had met on level terms – i.e. 11 a side – and the fact that Australia won upset the accepted order of things.


The Englishmen demanded a return fixture, which they won, and the ball was well and truly set in motion. Another side, this time with the odd amateur (but still Graceless), toured in 1878–79, lost again, and also ran into crowd trouble. Around this time Australian sides started making regular visits to what Wisden tended to call the “Mother Country”, and because of the limited player-base (cricket was then largely centred on Melbourne and Sydney) the teams tended to be nearer to full-strength. Again their trips were profit-making exercises (the players usually signed up for a share in any surplus).


Back in the Mother Country herself, little attention was paid to the efforts of the touring teams that went to Australia. Partly this was because of the difficulty in gaining information in those far-off days: it wasn’t terribly exciting to find out in your morning paper that England had won in Ballarat or Broken Hill three weeks previously. Wisden didn’t attempt to report the overseas matches properly until 1884: the almanack’s first detailed account of that inaugural Test in 1877 was printed 99 years later. Insularity played a part, too: when the “Colonials” came to Britain they were usually soundly beaten when something approaching the best available England side was put out, as happened at The Oval in 1880 in what is now accepted as the first Test match on English soil.


All this changed in 1882 when, also at The Oval, the Australians pulled off a nail-biting victory, by just seven runs, over the might of the whole of England (Grace and all). Fred Spofforth, Australia’s “Demon” bowler – the spiritual fore-runner of Gregory, McDonald, Grimmett, O’Reilly, Lindwall, Miller, Lillee, Thomson, Warne and McGrath – took 14 wickets, and suddenly England could no longer take success against Australia for granted.


It hurt. The English press could hardly believe it, and one young journalist, Reginald Brooks, was moved to place a mock obituary in the Sporting Times: “In Affectionate Remembrance of English Cricket, which died at The Oval on 29th August, 1882, Deeply lamented by a large circle of sorrowing friends and acquaintances. R.I.P. N.B. – The body will be cremated and the ashes taken to Australia.”


That’s how it all began: a semi-private joke in a sporting paper. Little acorns, and all that. Actually Brooks is rather fortunate to be remembered as the man who sparked off all the fuss, as two days before his announcement, the weekly newspaper Cricket included something very similar: “Sacred to the memory of England’s supremacy in the cricket field, which expired on the 29th day of August, at The Oval. Its end was Peate” (the last part referred to the last man out, Yorkshireman Ted Peate).


Fortuitously for the infant legend, an England team was planning to tour Australia that very winter, and someone leapt on the bandwagon to announce that the Honourable Ivo Bligh, the Surrey player who was going to lead the latest adventure, was going Down Under to recapture those ashes.


Young Mr Brooks couldn’t possibly have imagined what he had started.


S. L. 


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1876–77


1877 


James Lillywhite’s team left England on September 21, 1876. They steamed away from Southampton on calm water and under a sunny summer-like sky, roars of good hearty English cheers from shore wishing them “God Speed”. The compiler of this book hopes they have had a pleasant voyage out; wishes them a successful career in Australia, and trusts they will have a safe return home to Old England.


First Test 
At Melbourne, March 15, 16, 17, 19, 1877. Australia won by 45 runs.


Gordon Ross, 1976 


Having cheerily farewelled James Lillywhite’s team in 1877, the following year Wisden gave only the briefest of mentions to the results: “This team played 23 matches; won 11; lost four; and eight were drawn.” The omission was rectified some 99 years later, when an article looking forward to the centenary of Test cricket included reports of the 1876–77 Tests: 


It was warm and sunny in Melbourne on March 15, 1877, when Charles Bannerman took guard and prepared to receive the first ball from Alfred Shaw in what has come to be universally regarded as the first Test match. Bannerman did not commit his name to history purely because he scored the first run: he happened to make 165. Both sides were very much below full strength. W. G. Grace was missing to begin with, while spite of being the home side Australia had considerable difficulty in their selection. Evans, Allen and Spofforth (three bowlers who had caused the England players some problems) all declined to play, the latter stating categorically that the absence of Murdoch to keep wicket was his reason for refusing to take part.


Bannerman’s was a truly remarkable performance. He scored 165 before retiring hurt after receiving a blow on the hand; the next-highest score by an Australian was 18 – by Garrett, the No. 9. Due to Bannerman’s superhuman effort, Australia reached 245; a collection was taken to mark Bannerman’s feat and it raised one pound a run. When England batted Jupp, who opened, hit 63, Charlwood 36, and Hill, coming in at No. 9, an unbeaten 35. England were all out for 196, but they swiftly struck back. Shaw and Ulyett, who had had a comparatively quiet time in the first innings, bowled magnificently, and the Australian innings was soon in some disarray from which it was never able completely to recover. Shaw and Ulyett had taken the first nine wickets to fall, until Lillywhite bowled the last man in. Australia were all out for 104; England thus needed 154 to win and were favourites to get them, but they were shattered by the bowling of Kendall, who had taken only one wicket in the first innings; this time he took seven, to finish with an aggregate of eight for 109. England’s first four batsmen totalled 79 between them, but the other seven contributed only 24.


There was great jubilation in Australia, but also a few uncomplimentary remarks addressed to the England cricketers. The Australasian wrote that this was the weakest side by a long way that had ever played in the Colonies, notwithstanding the presence among them of Shaw, who was termed the premier bowler of England. It added: “If Ulyett, Emmett and Hill are fair specimens of the best fast bowling in England, all we can say is, either they have not been in their proper form in this Colony or British bowling has sadly deteriorated.” Scores and Biographies had this to say: “The defeat of England must candidly be attributed to fatigue, owing principally to the distance they had to travel to each match, to sickness, and to high living. England were never fresh in any of their engagements, and, of course, had not near their best XI.”


But what were the facts? Well, the party had landed from its New Zealand trip only the day before the match began. The date had been fixed to allow a few days after landing, but the ship was delayed en voyage, and the accommodation had been so poor that some of the party had been obliged to sleep on deck. They were in no shape for a serious game of cricket, least of all Armitage, who had something of a nightmare match. In bowling to Bannerman, he tossed one ball wide over the batsman’s head – a delivery which brought forth the remark that the Australians could not reach Armitage’s bowling with a clothes prop! The next ball he rolled along the ground; worse still, Armitage dropped Bannerman at mid-off, off Shaw, before he had reached double figures. All in all, for the players of England, it was an unhappy match. And it was the first time that an Australian side confined to 11 players had defeated any XI from England.


Toss: Australia. Australia 245 (C. Bannerman 165*) and 104 (A. Shaw 5-38); England 196 (H. Jupp 63, W. E. Midwinter 5-78) and 108 (T. K. Kendall 7-55).


Second Test 
At Melbourne, March 31, April 2, 3, 4, 1877. England won by four wickets.


Gordon Ross, 1976 


So nettled were the English party that they were anxious to arrange another match on level terms and this was done. This time, Spofforth sank his differences and was in the Australian team, and with his presence in their side the local public predicted a second victory. But England won by four wickets, due principally to the splendid batting of Ulyett, who scored 52 in the first innings and 63 in the next. This time the Australian public accused England of kidding in the first match in order to obtain another game and another gate. On a previous occasion when Spofforth and Evans had bowled the side out for 35, and in the next innings Armitage scored 38, a critic asked: “How can they be playing square, when they make only 35 one day between all of them, and on another day one man makes more than the whole of the team put together?”


Australia again won the toss, but their early batsmen wilted in the face of a fine piece of fast bowling by Hill, who took the first four wickets, including the valuable prize of Bannerman – who had been strongly backed by the great gambling community to score a lot more runs – bowled him for 19. Midwinter was top-scorer with 31 as Australia were all out for 122. Spofforth, apparently, held the view that only Murdoch was able to take his bowling effectively. It seems that Blackham lost little time in proving to Spofforth how wrong he was. In his third over, a fast delivery lifted and Blackham, standing up, stumped Shaw brilliantly. As Kendall had previously bowled Jupp for a duck, England were four for two and remarks were already being made about the poor quality of the English side in derisory terms.


Throughout cricket’s long and enduring history, the inherent steel-like toughness of Yorkshiremen has driven back many a foe in adversity, and here, Yorkshire won a match for England. The scores of the five Yorkshiremen were 49, 52, 48, 49 and 21. The scores of the other six players were 0, 1, 14, 7, 2, 0. They carried England to score of 261 and a lead of 139. The “Demon” Spofforth had taken three for 67.


Australia batted consistently right down the card in their second innings – Gregory, the captain and No. 10, top-scoring with 43. England’s attempt to score the 121 required for victory began calamitously. They were nine for three and half the side were out for 76, but Ulyett stood in the breach once again with a magnificent 63. Hill struck the winning blow. England were home, but even this victory did not alter the view of the Australian public that this was a weak England side. But they had a very high regard for the batting capabilities of Ulyett, and they thought there were one or two average batsmen, but they rated Kendall ahead of any of the England fast bowlers. “We would counsel whoever may enter into future speculations for importing an England XI,” advised one writer, “to bear in mind the great improvement of Colonial cricket, and not to imagine that anything will do for Australia.”


Toss: Australia. Australia 122 (A. Hill 4-27) and 259 (J. Lillywhite 4-70, J. Southerton 4-46); England 261 (G. Ulyett 52, T. K. Kendall 4-82) and 122-6 (G. Ulyett 63).


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1878–79


The visit of Lord Harris’s team to Australia in our memorably severe winter of 1878–79 originated in an invitation from the Melbourne Club to The Gentlemen of England. That invitation was addressed to Mr I. D. Walker, who, however, was then in India; consequently the correspondence on his behalf was undertaken by that gentleman’s brothers, Mr V. E. Walker and Mr R. D. Walker. The visit was arranged, with the proviso of taking out two professionals if it was found impossible to get together a fairly representative team wholly composed of gentlemen. That proviso it was found necessary to act upon. Morley was asked, but declined to go; and the two professionals selected were George Ulyett and Thomas Emmett. The long illness, and subsequent death, of the brother of Mr I. D. Walker prevented that gentleman becoming one of the team. Lord Harris kindly undertook the management.


The main body of this little cricketing army of England’s – strong in batsmen and fieldsmen, but weak in slow bowling and wicket-keeping – left Southampton in the P&O SS Australia on October 17, 1878. On the midnight of Monday, December 2, they were met at the bay by the Adelaide reception committee, and three gentlemen from Melbourne – representatives of the Melbourne Cricket Club, whose guests the Englishmen were. A four-in-hand drag took them to Adelaide that night, and on the following morning the Mayor of Adelaide gave them a most hearty welcome.


A private Assembly Ball in honour of the Englishmen was held in the Town Hall on December 11, at which Lady Jervois, His Excellency the Governor Sir William Jervois, and about 300 other ladies and gentlemen were present. The team had almost daily practice up to the 12th, on which day they got into full cricketing harness, and commenced their first match.


Only Test 
At Melbourne, January 2, 3, 4, 1879. Australia won by ten wickets.


The ground was largely attended, 7,000 being present before the day was out. His Excellency the Governor and Lady Bowen were among the company who filled every place of vantage for witnessing the match. Lord Harris won choice, and, after due thought, chose his side should bat, but his decision had hardly been given when rain fell freely for a short period. Mr Lucas and Ulyett commenced the batting; and unfortunately the second ball Ulyett played on before a run was scored. With the score at six Mr Webbe was bowled; at ten Mr Lucas was bowled; and at 14 Mr Hornby was bowled.


Lord Harris stayed well, but when Mr Royle had made three singles, Spofforth’s bowling captured three wickets with three successive balls – the victims being Mr Royle, Mr Mackinnon and Emmett, seven wickets being then down for 26 runs. Mr Absolom was next in; he forthwith played his old, old game of knocking the ball all over the ground, and with Lord Harris, increased the score to 89, when Garrett bowled his lordship for 33 – a good innings. Mr Absolom continued hitting hard for the honour of the old land, until a capital catch at long field by A. Bannerman closed his score for 52, and England’s innings for 113, Spofforth’s bowling having taken six wickets for 48 runs.


Charles Bannerman and Murdoch began the Australian batting to the bowling of Ulyett and Emmett. Bannerman was out for 15; and when 37 had been scored Horan was had at wicket. Then A. Bannerman and Spofforth got together; Bannerman was missed by Mr Hone at wicket before he had made a run, and Ulyett missed both batsmen, so they stayed together until time was called, the score then standing at 93. (One of the team wrote home: “I have seen more mistakes in Melbourne than I expected to see in the time we were out. I can only account for it in the strong light here, the sky being so deep a blue that it dazzles our eyes, and you cannot judge a catch at all.”)


Next day at noon the match was resumed, and when Spofforth had increased his score by four he was had by cover point. Garrett made 26, and was out at 131. And at 158 one of Mr Hornby’s grubs bowled Allan. Boyle helped A. Bannerman to make up the 200, the hoisting of which numbers elicited loud cheers, but shortly after Mr Royle caught out Mr Boyle for 28, mainly made by five fours. When there was but one wicket to fall A. Bannerman played the ball on, and so was out for 73, the largest score hit in the match. Emmett bowled 59 overs for 68 runs, seven wides and seven wickets.


The Englishmen’s second innings was commenced by Mr Lucas and Ulyett. They had made 26 when Mr Lucas was out from a capital catch by Boyle. Four wickets were down for 34; but Lord Harris and Mr Royle stayed a bit; just prior to time Lord Harris was caught for 36 – another good hit of batting, and the top score of that innings.


On the third day the English innings was resumed by Mr Mackinnon and Mr Absolom; neither stayed, but Emmett and Mr Schultz did, the latter making 20, Emmett taking his bat out for 24; and so the score was hit to 160, and the one-innings defeat averted by these two batsmen.


Toss: England. England 113 (C. A. Absolom 52, F. R. Spofforth 6-48) and 160 (F. R. Spofforth 7-62); Australia 256 (A. C. Bannerman 73, T. Emmett 7-68) and 19-0.


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1880


Wisden did not carry a full review of Australia’s 1880 tour of England – the practice of summing up tours in that way did not start until 1884. However, there is a brief report of the solitary Test played – the first one on English soil, at The Oval. It was prefaced by an apologetic note from “the compiler”, regretting the pressure of space prevented him from including a longer report of “this famous contest”.


For the first time, England took on Australia with a fully representative side. W. G. Grace, the biggest name in 19th-century cricket, scored 152 of England’s imposing 420, then Nottinghamshire’s fast left-armer Fred Morley took 5 for 56 as Australia were shot out for 149. They did better in the follow-on – skipper Billy Murdoch made 153 not out – but England were left with a smallish target. Although both of W. G.’s brothers made ducks in their only Test (Fred Grace died later that year), England won by five wickets.


In all, the Australians played 37 matches, winning 21, losing four and drawing 12. Apart from the Test, their only first-class defeat came at the hands of Nottinghamshire.


Only Test 
At The Oval, September 6, 7, 8, 1880. England won by five wickets.


The compiler much regrets that the limited space allotted to the Australians’ matches precludes the possibility of giving a lengthened account of this famous contest. He must therefore rest content to put on record the following facts anent the match:


That in the history of the game no contest has created such worldwide interest; that the attendances on the first and second days were the largest ever seen at a cricket match; that 20,814 persons passed through the turnstiles on Monday, 19,863 on the Tuesday, and 3,751 on the Wednesday; that fine weather favoured the match from start to finish; that the wickets were faultless; that Mr Murdoch’s magnificent innings of 153 not out was made without a chance, and contained one five, 18 fours, three threes, 13 twos and 41 singles; that Mr W. G. Grace’s equally grand innings was made with only one hard chance, and comprised 12 fours, ten threes, 14 twos, and 46 singles; that superb batting was also shown by Mr Lucas, Lord Harris, Mr McDonnell, and Mr Steel; that the fielding and wicket-keeping on both sides was splendid; that a marvellous change in the aspect of the game was effected on the last day; that universal regret was felt at the unavoidable absence of Mr Spofforth; and that England won the match by five wickets.


Toss: England. England 420 (W. G. Grace 152, A. P. Lucas 55, Lord Harris 52) and 57-5; Australia 149 (F. Morley 5-56) and 327 (W. L. Murdoch 153*).


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1881–82


In 1881–82 three prominent English professionals – James Lillywhite, Arthur Shrewsbury and Alfred Shaw, who captained the side – arranged the most ambitious cricket tour to that date, including 30 matches in America, Australia and New Zealand. Wisden records that the team arrived in Sydney by the steamship Australia, which made the fastest trip on record from San Francisco.


There were four matches against a full Australian side, and these have come to be regarded as Test matches. The fact that this was a privately arranged trip probably explains the absence of a proper tour report in Wisden, although there are reports of the individual Tests played by what the Almanack calls “Shaw’s XI”. Australia won two of the matches, and two were drawn. It was a strongish England side, although none of the leading amateur players of the day, such as W. G. Grace, were there. The side did include Billy Midwinter, who had played for Australia in the first Test of all, and remains the only player to appear on both sides in England–Australia Tests.


The Australian stars were Tom Horan and Percy McDonnell, who both made centuries, and “Joey” Palmer, who took 24 wickets in the four Tests, including 11 for 165 in the second one (which Australia won), the first to be played at Sydney. For England, George Ulyett hit 149 in the fourth match – but in vain, as rain washed out the final day’s play.


In all the Englishmen played 18 matches in Australia, winning eight and losing three, seven in New Zealand and five in America. Billy Bates and Edmund Peate both took 30 wickets in the first-class matches, while George Ulyett topped the batting averages with 549 runs at 39.21.


First Test 
At Melbourne, December 31, 1881, January 2, 3, 4, 1882. Drawn.


The departure of the steamer which was to take Shaw’s team to New Zealand was delayed by the steamship authorities from the morning of January 4 till 3.45 in the afternoon in the hope that this very important match might be concluded. But all to no purpose, as the heavy scoring all round necessitated the game being drawn when the Australians had scored 127 out of 283 required to win. The Englishmen had the advantage of batting first on a splendid wicket, an advantage which was increased when the weather became uncertain after the opening day. Altogether no fewer than 1,049 runs were scored for the loss of 33 wickets, giving an average of 31.26 runs per wicket. Ulyett, Selby and Bates played splendidly for England, but in some cases the visitors’ scores would not have been so large had the Australian fielding been as good as usual. Horan was by far the highest scorer for the Colonists, and the merit of his splendid innings was enhanced by the fact that it was made without a chance against the best professional bowlers of the old country. The result of the match was a fairly even draw, the home team wanting 156 to win, with seven wickets to fall.


Toss: England. England 294 (G. Ulyett 87, J. Selby 55, W. Bates 58) and 308 (J. Selby 70, W. H. Scotton 50*, W. H. Cooper 6-120); Australia 320 (T. P. Horan 124) and 127-3.


Second Test 
At Sydney, February 17, 18, 20, 21, 1882. Australia won by five wickets.


Spofforth and A. C. Bannerman were absent from the home team, but it was nevertheless a very strong one. The Englishmen batted first, but Palmer bowled splendidly throughout, and as the fielding of the Colonists was almost perfection, Shaw’s XI were out for the very modest total of 133. On Massie and Blackham going in, the former gave a chance at slip before a run was scored, which was not accepted, and for this mistake the Englishmen paid dearly, as no fewer than 79 runs were put on before Massie was caught.


Resuming next morning in the presence of fully 16,000 spectators, but in less favourable weather, the other nine wickets fell for the addition of 111 runs. On the Monday Ulyett and Barlow offered a most determined resistance to the Colonial bowling, as it was not until 122 had been totalled that a separation was effected, Ulyett being the first to leave for a capital but somewhat lucky innings. Soon after Barlow was caught for an admirable 62, made without a mistake, and with the exception of Shaw and Shrewsbury none of the rest stayed long, and the total, though good, was not so large as might have been expected.


In going in for the 169 they required to win, the Colonists lost two wickets before stumps were drawn, the score then standing at 35. The following morning Murdoch gave two chances before he was dismissed by a brilliant catch, and two other wickets also fell; so the Australians won the match by five wickets.


During the game Murdoch was presented with a splendid gold watch, and gold Maltese cross, in recognition of his great innings of 321 for New South Wales against Victoria. Barlow and Ulyett afterwards received each a Maltese cross set with diamonds for their fine batting, and Blackham was presented with a service of plate for his fielding.


Toss: England. England 133 (G. E. Palmer 7-68) and 232 (R. G. Barlow 62, G. Ulyett 67, G. E. Palmer 4-97, T. W. Garrett 4-62); Australia 197 (W. Bates 4-52) and 169-5.


Third Test 
At Sydney, March 3, 4, 6, 7, 1882. Australia won by six wickets.


The Englishmen batted first, and after four of their best wickets had been taken for a few runs Shrewsbury played up splendidly, and was the principal means of the score being a good one. His batting was described as being absolutely free from fault. The commencement of the Colonists’ innings did not point to the prospect of a large score, as when time was up on the opening day the three best batsmen were out, and the score only 24. Rain put a stop to the game early on the second day; the overnight not-outs were still in, Bannerman with 59 and McDonnell with 72, the total being 146. On the Monday the wicket was dead, but in spite of that Bannerman added 11 to his score, and McDonnell no fewer than 73, although not one of the other five batsmen could succeed in getting into double figures. McDonnell’s batting was extremely brilliant, but he was thrice let off. Bannerman played in capital style, and the two batsmen put on 191 runs while they were together. Both sides found the wicket difficult when going in for the second innings. Shrewsbury batted capitally again and received assistance from Ulyett and Pilling, but when the second venture was over the Australians had only 64 to get to win; but Peate bowled magnificently, and before the requisite number were knocked off, four of the best batsmen among the Colonists were dismissed.


Toss: England. England 188 (A. Shrewsbury 82, G. E. Palmer 5-46) and 134 (G. E. Palmer 4-44, T. W. Garrett 6-78); Australia 262 (A. C. Bannerman 70, P. S. McDonnell 147, E. Peate 5-43) and 64-4.


Fourth Test 
At Melbourne, March 10, 11, 13, 14, 1882. Drawn.


Bonnor and Jones were left out of the Colonists’ team while Spofforth occupied a place in the XI, but “The Demon” was the least effective of all the trundlers in the match. The hitting was very severe all round, but particularly in the second innings of the Englishmen, when 220 runs were scored from the bat off 98 overs. Shaw won the toss and his team went in first, remaining at the wickets all day, and losing eight wickets for 282 runs. The feature of the innings, and of the match, was the grand batting of Ulyett, who went in first and was ninth out, having made 149 out of 239, without giving a chance until he had scored 132, and that was his only mistake. It is the highest innings yet made by an Englishman against Spofforth’s bowling. Ulyett followed up his splendid performance by scoring 64 in brilliant style in the second innings, and he was backed up by Barlow, Selby, and Bates, who all played first-class cricket. Murdoch exhibited his best form while scoring his 85, and McDonnell batted in dashing style for his 52. When stumps were finally drawn, and with them the match, the Englishmen had a great advantage, as they were 243 runs ahead with eight wickets to fall.


Toss: England. England 309 (G. Ulyett 149, T. W. Garrett 5-80) and 234-2 (G. Ulyett 64, R. G. Barlow 56, W. Bates 52*); Australia 300 (W. L. Murdoch 85, P. S. McDonnell 52, W. E. Midwinter 4-81). 


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1882


Again, Wisden did not carry a full review of Australia’s 1882 tour of England – the practice of summing up tours like that began with the next visit, in 1884. However, there is a long report of the solitary Test played – the epic encounter at The Oval that Australia won by seven runs and which spawned the legend of the Ashes.


Although the report is little more than a catalogue of dismissals, it does convey some of the “intense excitement” which surrounded the climax of the match, in which England, set only 85 to win, subsided from 51 for two to 77 all out and defeat. As the tension mounted, one spectator died of a heart attack, while another reputedly chewed through the handle of his umbrella.
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How it all began: the spoof obituary in the Sporting Times after Australia won at The Oval in 1882.


After the match Reginald Shirley Brooks, a young journalist, placed a mock obituary in the Sporting Times, lamenting the death of English cricket and announcing that the body would be cremated and the ashes taken to Australia. Sport’s greatest rivalry thus grew out of what was little more than a jolly jape: English newspapers started saying that the next England tour of Australia, scheduled for the following winter, would be a quest to recapture the Ashes. From tiny acorns. . .


Only Test 
At The Oval, August 28, 29, 1882. Australia won by seven runs.


The compiler proceeds to give a short account of the contest, leaving the reader to attribute the Australian victory to the fact that the Colonists won the toss and thereby had the best of the cricket; to the fact that the English had to play the last innings; to the brilliant batting of Massie; to the superb bowling of Spofforth; to the nervousness of some of the England side; to the glorious uncertainty of the noble game; or to whatever he or she thinks the true reason.


Monday: Murdoch beat Hornby in the toss. Massie was clean-bowled by a yorker on the leg stump at six. At 21 Murdoch played a ball from Peate on to his wicket, and, after adding a single, Bonnor was clean-bowled middle stump. Then, at 26, Bannerman was splendidly caught by Grace at point, left hand, low down, having been in an hour and five minutes for nine runs. Horan was bowled, leg stump, at 30. Blackham joined Giffen, and, with the total unchanged, was bowled second ball. Garrett was the new batsman, and a double change of bowling was found necessary before the newcomer was well caught at long-off just after luncheon. At 59 Blackham skyed a ball and was caught, and Spofforth, the last man, joined Jones. The “Demon” hit a four, and then Jones was caught at third man, the innings closing for 63. At 3. 30 Grace and Barlow started the first innings of England. Spofforth bowled Grace at 13, and Barlow was caught at forward point for 18. The score was raised to 50 after half-an-hour’s play, but at 56 Ulyett ran out to drive Spofforth and was easily stumped. At 59 Lucas was snapped at the wicket, and one run later Studd was bowled with a bailer without scoring, and half the wickets were down for 60. Read joined Lyttelton, and just when the score reached the total of the Australian innings the latter was caught at the wicket. Eight wickets were down for 96 when Hornby came in. Read made a cut for three and Hornby scored a single, bringing up the 100. With only one run added, however, Hornby’s leg stump fell, and the innings closed about five minutes before the call of time.


Tuesday: Massie and Bannerman commenced the Australians’ second innings at 12.10, the Colonists being 38 to the bad. Thirty went up after about 28 minutes’ play. At 12.45 the balance was knocked off. Barnes relieved Studd at 47, and from his first ball Lucas badly missed Massie at long-off, the batsman then having made 38. It was not until the score reached 66 that loud applause greeted the dismissal of the great hitter, bowled leg stump by Steel. Massie had made 55 out of 66 in 55 minutes, and his hits consisted of nine fours, two threes, three twos, and seven singles. Bonnor took the vacant wicket, but at 70 his middle stump was knocked clean out of the ground, and Murdoch came in, but immediately lost Bannerman, caught at extra mid-off, with the total unchanged. Horan joined Murdoch, and the bowling was changed, with the result that the incomer was easily caught. Giffen, who took his place, was out in the same way. When the score had been hit up to 99 rain fell, and luncheon was taken.


Resuming at 2.45, after another shower, Blackham was well caught at the wicket without any addition to the score. At 114 Jones was run out in a way which gave great dissatisfaction to Murdoch and other Australians. Murdoch played a ball to leg, for which Lyttelton ran. The ball was returned, and Jones, having completed the first run, and thinking wrongly, but very naturally, that the ball was dead, went out of his ground. Grace put his wicket down, and the umpire gave him out. Several of the team spoke angrily of Grace’s action, but the compiler was informed that after the excitement had cooled down a prominent member of the Australian XI admitted that he should have done the same thing. There was a good deal of truth in what a gentleman in the pavilion remarked, amidst some laughter, that “Jones ought to thank the champion for teaching him something”. Spofforth partnered Murdoch, but was bowled middle stump at 117. Garrett came in, and very shortly after, a very smart piece of fielding on the part of Hornby, Studd and Lyttelton caused Murdoch to be run out at 122 for a very careful and good innings of 29. Boyle was last man in, but failed to score, and the tenth wicket fell at the same total.


England, wanting 85 runs to win, commenced their second innings at 3.45. Spofforth bowled Hornby’s off stump at 15, made in about as many minutes. Barlow joined Grace, but was bowled first ball at the same total. Ulyett came in, and some brilliant hitting by both batsmen brought the score to 51, when a very fine catch at the wicket dismissed Ulyett. Thirty-four runs were then wanted, with seven wickets to fall. Lucas joined Grace, but when the latter had scored a two he was easily taken at mid-off. The game was slow for a time, and 12 successive maiden overs were bowled, both batsmen playing carefully and coolly. Lyttelton scored a single, and then four maiden overs were followed by the dismissal of that batsman – bowled, the score being 66. Only 19 runs were then wanted to win, and there were five wickets to fall. Steel came in, and when Lucas had scored a four, Steel was easily caught and bowled. Read joined Lucas, but amid intense excitement he was clean-bowled without a run being added. Barnes took Read’s place and scored a two, and three byes made the total 75, or ten to win. After being in a long time for five Lucas played the next ball into his wicket, and directly Studd joined Barnes the latter was easily caught off his glove without the total being altered. Peate, the last man, came in, but after hitting Boyle to square leg for two he was bowled, and Australia had defeated England by seven runs.


England v Australia 1882
At The Oval, August 28, 29. Result: Australia won by seven runs.


Only Test
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The Birth (and Rebirth) of the Ashes: 
 1882–83 to 1912 


After Australia’s nerve-shredding victory at The Oval in 1882, which led to the spoof obituary notice lamenting the “death of English cricket. . . the body will be cremated and the Ashes taken to Australia”, it so happened that a group of English players were embarking on a tour of Australia that same winter. The Honourable Ivo Bligh, the captain, made what may have been a throwaway remark about recapturing those Ashes, and the idea took root, especially among the amateurs in his team, many of whom had been Bligh’s Varsity contemporaries.


Bligh’s team did win their series, 2–1, against the men who had lowered England’s colours. Confusingly, a fourth match was then played against a combined Australian side, which included two players who had not been in England, so the records suggest a 2–2 draw – but Bligh’s “quest for the Ashes” centred on the first three games against Billy Murdoch’s men. During one of the other tour games, in up-country Victoria, a group of “Melbourne ladies” decided to embody the nascent legend into tangible form, and made a small trophy which they presented to Bligh (one of the group, Florence Morphy, later married Bligh, who eventually succeeded as Lord Darnley). Bligh was presented with a small terracotta urn containing some ashes – no one is sure now whether this was the remains of a stump, a bail, a ball or even a woman’s veil – which remained in his possession until he died.


Until Bligh’s death the urn remained a family heirloom, and after this tour what was really something of a private joke faded. References to the Ashes are few and far between during the remainder of the 19th century, although the Australian all-rounder George Giffen does include two chapters on “Fights for the Ashes” in an 1899 book, and the legend might have been forgotten altogether had it not been for Pelham Warner, a great servant of cricket who captained England, did much sterling work behind the scenes at Lord’s where a stand is named after him, and also founded The Cricketer magazine in 1921.


Warner was appointed captain of the England team which toured Australia in 1903–04 – the first to be directly organised by MCC rather than privately raised. It was only two years after the previous venture, in which Australia had won the last four Tests after being clobbered in the first one. Wisden’s reports of that series are perfunctory, possibly suggesting a lack of interest, and possibly as a means of drumming up enthusiasm Warner resurrected the notion of a noble crusade to recapture the Ashes, a concept which caught the imagination of the Australian press. Warner’s original idea might also have been fuelled by the fact that Bligh’s wife, who had helped create the trophy in the first place, happened to be sailing to Australia on the Orontes with the MCC team. Later, Warner called his tour account How We Recovered The Ashes. The first mention of the Ashes in Wisden came in 1905, in an entertaining article by B. J. T. Bosanquet – the inventor of the googly and the architect of success in the decisive Fourth Test – which augmented the almanack’s coverage of this 1903–04 tour.


The fact that the Ashes could be said to have been in abeyance for around 20 years did not discourage cricket contact between England and Australia. The 1880s and 1890s were the busiest time for exchanges between the two countries: both “Black Jack” Blackham, a legendary wicket-keeper, and the diminutive batsman Sid Gregory made eight separate Test-playing tours of England. Other legendary names lit up the matches: even W. G. Grace, who had declined numerous invitations, finally led a tour, under the generous patronage of Lord Sheffield, in 1891–92. Grace played on against Australia until 1899, when he was almost 51, by which time new heroes had emerged – the exotic Indian prince Ranjitsinhji and his soulmate C. B. Fry for England, and talented Australians such as Clem Hill and Victor Trumper. This era, and the first decade of the 20th century, has become known as cricket’s “Golden Age”, a romantic notion which I suspect must have been helped by the trend for brilliant eye-catching amateur batsmen to dominate the poor put-upon professional bowlers.


It was a golden time for Ashes cricket, too. The 1899 season, in which Trumper trumpeted his genius, featured the first five-Test series in England, a development with which Wisden took issue as it detracted from the other tour games. A wet 1902 season still included two of the most exciting Tests of them all, and at home in 1907–08 Australia won the First Test by two wickets, then England took the second by one, winning it with an overthrow when a fielder missed a chance to run out A. Fielder (Arthur, the Kent fast bowler and England’s last man) and bring about Test cricket’s first tie.


This golden period ended violently, with the outbreak of the Great War in 1914, two years after the experiment of a Triangular Tournament in England, with England and Australia being joined by South Africa (a wet summer, and the fact that the Australian side was weakened after a dispute with their board, rather ruined the idea, which has never been tried again). But the era finished with England–Australia Tests in good shape. Both countries’ cricket was now centrally organised, which meant the teams were usually fully representative. The sides were also reasonably well matched: the Ashes, now established as the prize for winning, changed hands three times between 1903–04 and 1911–12.


The Ashes, however, were still not a proper trophy. The little urn was just a treasured keepsake in Cobham Hall, Lord Darnley’s home in Kent. For a time it stood on a mantelpiece in one of the rooms: one story has a chambermaid knocking it over and replacing the mysterious contents with ashes from the grate. It was not until after Bligh’s death in 1927 that the urn was bequeathed to MCC for safe keeping. It was put on display in the Long Room, then moved to the Lord’s Museum when that was set up in 1953. Apart from occasional trips outside – notably a nationwide tour of Australia alongside the 2006–07 series – the physical manifestation of the Ashes has stayed there ever since, regardless of which country actually holds them.


Debate continues about whether the Ashes should physically move to Australia after they win them. I happen to think that they should – the suggestion that they are too fragile to move was shown up by that 2006–07 jaunt, and the argument that they are not really a proper trophy is contradicted by more than 100 years of fierce cricketing competition between England and Australia for “ownership” of the urn.


S. L. 


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1882–83 


The Honourable Ivo Bligh set sail in autumn 1882 with a mission: to bring back the Ashes of English cricket, which had been said to have been cremated (and taken to Australia) after England’s surprise defeat at The Oval in September. Bligh’s side, which was a mixture of professionals and amateurs, beat Billy Murdoch’s 1882 tourists 2–1 in a three-match series and so succeeded in their quest.


Confusingly, after three matches against a team drawn exclusively from those who toured England in 1882, there was one further representative match, in which two players who had not been on that tour (Edwin Evans and the nomadic Billy Midwinter) were chosen for Australia. That match – which was played on four separate pitches at Sydney – went narrowly to the home side.


There was a certain amount of press interest in the Ashes idea in Australia, but in England talk of it was largely confined to the touring team. Wisden, at any rate, seems to have decided not to recognise the phenomenon just yet. Again there was no modern-style tour review, and no mention anywhere of the new trophy.


First Test 
At Melbourne, December 30, 1882, January 1, 2, 1883. Australia won by nine wickets.


A large number of catches were missed in this match, and the Englishmen were by far the greatest sinners in this respect. In the first innings of the home team, Bannerman, McDonnell and Bonnor might all have been dismissed for comparatively few runs had the chances been accepted. So great was the interest manifested in this contest that the attendance was the greatest known at any three-day match in Australia. The winning of the toss was a distinct gain to Murdoch’s men, as they were thus enabled to bat on the opening day, while the visitors were compelled to play the whole of both innings on a wicket which the heavy showers of Sunday had seriously affected.


With the total five Bannerman narrowly escaped being run out, and without any addition Massie was finely caught and bowled. Soon after Murdoch came in, Bannerman was missed at slip by Barnes. Both batsmen played with the greatest of care, and carried the score to 81, when a yorker dismissed Murdoch, and Horan was caught. At 96 Bannerman was cleverly stumped, and Giffen, his successor, nearly shared a similar fate. His partner, McDonnell, however, was the first to leave, clean-bowled, after being twice missed. Bonnor joined Giffen and at once commenced to hit tremendously hard. He gave a possible chance to Barlow at the boundary when he made seven, and drove the next ball clear of the spectators into the pavilion reserve for five [until 1910 the ball had to be hit clean out of the ground for a six – Ed.], and an over later scored another five, the ball going into the ladies’ enclosure. Giffen was stumped at 190. Bonnor scored another five and then had a life at the hands of Read. After that some steady play brought the total to 232, when Bonnor made his fourth five, a terrific hit which would have gone over the outer fence for six had the ball not struck a tree.


Heavy showers on the Sunday and again early on Monday had considerably affected the wicket to the disadvantage of the batsmen, and the sun shining out with great power just before the game was resumed caused it to play treacherously. After giving a couple of somewhat hard chances Spofforth was caught at 287, and at the same total Garrett was dismissed. With four runs added the innings terminated, Bonnor being caught in the slips. The Englishmen commenced batting at 1.05, their start being a most disastrous one. With only two singles scored Palmer bowled the captain, and at seven Leslie was caught, over half an hour being consumed in scoring those seven runs.
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Man with a mission: The Hon. Ivo Bligh set off to recapture the Ashes in 1882.83.


Luncheon was then taken and, directly after, C. T. Studd was bowled: three wickets were down for only eight runs. With an addition of 12 Barlow was missed, and at 36 he was stumped. Steel, who had batted in capital form, was clean-bowled at 45, and half the wickets were down. Read and Bates, by good cricket, then raised the score to 96, when the former played on. Four runs were added and then rain caused a brief adjournment. On resumption Bates was caught without any addition, and at 117 G. B. Studd was unfortunately run out. There were then only two wickets to fall, but those two wickets gave considerable trouble. Barnes had not been seen to greater advantage in any of the previous matches, and Tylecote batted with pluck and determination. Tylecote was bowled at 156, having been missed by Bonnor just before. Being 114 to the bad the visitors had to follow on, and in the short time left for play that day they made 11 runs, with no wicket down.


The wicket was not improved by the showers which fell on Monday night, but the weather was fine though dull when play was resumed. Barlow and Tylecote, the overnight not-outs, continued to bat in excellent form, and it was not till after three appeals to the umpires had been answered in their favour, and the total had reached 64, that the latter played a ball on to his wicket. Barlow was soon bowled, but on Steel joining C. T. Studd another good stand was made. The total was advanced to 105 before the former, who had been missed by Giffen, was bowled.


Bligh was bowled at 108; Steel’s well-played innings was brought to a close at 132; and Leslie, who was unwell, hit his wicket at 150. Then three wickets all fell at 164, Read being bowled and G. B. Studd and Bates caught. The Australians were set the task of scoring 56 to win. Massie was caught before a run was made, but Bannerman and Murdoch hit off the required number.


Toss: Australia. Australia 291 (G. J. Bonnor 85) and 58-1; England 177 (G. E. Palmer 7-65) and 169 (G. Giffen 4-38).


Second Test 
At Melbourne, January 19, 20, 22, 1883. England won by an innings and 27 runs.


The splendid bowling of Bates was the chief factor in the reverse the home team experienced, though the defeat would undoubtedly have been less severe had the easy chance Bates gave before he had scored been accepted. The eighth wicket would have then fallen at 199, whereas the mistake allowed him to compile 55, and, with Read, to carry the total to 287. Bates’s wonderful analysis in the first innings was even better than it reads, as four of the runs debited to him were the result of an overthrow. His great services in the match were rewarded by a collection of £31 after the game.


Bligh won the toss, and on a splendid wicket, C. T. Studd and Barlow faced Spofforth and Palmer. At 28 Studd was bowled middle stump by Palmer, and at 35 Barlow’s wicket fell to the same bowler. Though Leslie and Steel were both suffering from the enervating influences of the Australian climate, they succeeded in making a long stand, though batting with less vigour than usual. The score was 106 before the two were parted by a splendid piece of fielding. Leslie played a ball hard to the off and started for a run. The ball went to Spofforth who, standing forward cover-point, very smartly threw down the wicket, and Leslie was run out for an almost faultless 54, his only mistake being a hard return to Palmer when he had made 48. Read filled the vacancy, but at 131 lost Steel, easily caught for a well-played 39, made without a chance. Barnes joined Read, and but for a very bad throw-in by Horan, would have been run out before he had made many runs. This let-off resulted in 64 being added – Barnes was bowled at 195. With only four more runs added Tylecote was bowled, and Bligh fell to a shooter. Bates received a great piece of good luck directly he came in. He gave a very hot return to Giffen which was not accepted, and was then badly missed by Horan, two mistakes for which the Australians paid dearly. When play was adjourned for the day the score was 248 for seven wickets.


On Saturday, a separation was not effected until 39 more runs had been added to the overnight total, Barnes being then caught for an exceedingly well-played innings, despite the chances he gave at the commencement. The score stood at 287 when he was dismissed, he and Read having put on 88. The innings was then quickly finished off. Read was caught and bowled for a masterly 75, with only one chance, and that a hard one, when he had 64.


After luncheon Massie was clean-bowled at 56 for a brilliant 43, and when Murdoch joined Bannerman the play became so exceedingly slow that half an hour was consumed in scoring ten runs. Bannerman was clean-bowled at 72, and at 75 Horan was finely caught – right-handed very high up. Then Bates accomplished the hat-trick, dismissing McDonnell, Giffen, and Bonnor with successive balls. Blackham was bowled at 85, and Garrett shared the same fate at 104. With an addition of ten runs a yorker got rid of Palmer, and without any increase Spofforth was bowled and the innings terminated for 114, Murdoch carrying his bat for 19, the result of a two-and-a-half-hour stay. Being in a minority of 180 the Australians had to follow their innings. When 21 runs had been scored Murdoch was bowled, and seven runs were added before the call of time. 


On Monday, Blackham was clean-bowled before any addition had been made. Bonnor at once commenced to hit grandly. The first 26 runs scored were all made by him, and included in the 34 he contributed before he was finely caught by Morley were three hits out of the ground for five each. Bannerman was caught at 72, and Horan and McDonnell carried the score rapidly to 93, when another good catch by Morley got rid of Horan, and half the wickets were disposed of. Luncheon was then taken with the total at 122, and upon resumption ten runs were added and then Giffen was caught. Garrett was then caught at 139, and Palmer at 153. The Englishmen thus gained a decisive victory.


Toss: England. England 294 (C. F. H. Leslie 54, W. W. Read 75, W. Bates 55, G. E. Palmer 5-103, G. Giffen 4-89); Australia 114 (W. Bates 7-28) and 153 (W. Bates 7-74).


Third Test 
At Sydney, January 26, 27, 29, 30, 1883. England won by 69 runs.


The first match having resulted in a win for the Australian XI, and the second in a victory for the Englishmen, the third contest was invested with extraordinary interest, and on the opening day the attendance was the largest ever witnessed on the Moore Park ground, it being computed that from 20,000 to 23,000 spectators were present. 


The Hon. Ivo Bligh again beat Murdoch in the toss. Barlow and C. T. Studd, by excellent cricket, carried the total to 41, when the latter was finely caught at the wicket. With three runs added, Leslie was bowled by a fast yorker, making room for Steel. From the last ball bowled before luncheon Barlow was well caught, the total then standing at 67. At 76 Barnes was caught at the wicket, and then Read and Tylecote offered so prolonged a resistance that 115 were put on before Tylecote was run out for 66, the highest score he made during the tour, which was described as “a most brilliant display of safe all-round hitting, without giving a possible chance to anyone in the field”. Bates partnered Read, and the total was quickly hit up to 223, when an easy catch at square leg got rid of the Reigate amateur after a “fine, vigorous, all-round display”.


Showers fell during the night, and on Saturday the wicket was a trifle dead and the sky cloudy and threatening more rain. These circumstances, however, apparently in no way militated against the success of Bannerman and Giffen, who ran up the capital total of 76 for the first wicket, Giffen being the first to leave after a good innings of 41. Murdoch succeeded him, and when he had been badly missed by Leslie when he had scored five, and Bannerman had had a life at the hands of Morley when he had made 39, the two batsmen brought up the hundred. Then rain caused a cessation of play from 3.15 to 5.15. On the sloppy wicket 33 more runs were scored in three-quarters of an hour, during which time Bannerman was again missed, this time by Barnes. At the call of time the total was 133 for one wicket, Bannerman being not out 68.


During Saturday night and Sunday, rain fell heavily with but little intermission, and when the game was continued on the Monday the ground was exceedingly dead and heavy. With seven added Murdoch was lbw, and McDonnell, who succeeded him, clean-bowled at the same total. Bannerman and Horan put on 36, and then Bannerman was caught off Morley when within six of a century. Despite the chances he gave, his 94 was a grand innings, his off-driving and cutting being frequently brilliant. Massie was caught at point without increasing the score. Bonnor followed, but was splendidly caught before he had scored a run, and six wickets were down for 178. Horan fell to a one-handed catch at mid-off, and Garrett was caught in the slips. Palmer stayed with Blackham while 22 runs were added, was then caught, and the innings terminated.


When the wicket used by the visitors had been rolled C. T. Studd and Leslie commenced the second innings. Leslie was clean-bowled at 13, but Barlow helped take the score to 45, when Studd shared the fate of Leslie for a freely hit 25. Steel was lbw at 55, but Barlow and Read brought the total to 87. Then Read was bowled, having given a possible chance early in his innings. At 94 Barlow was sent back for a carefully compiled 24, and at the same total Barnes was lbw. Morley kept his wicket up for a time but was eventually bowled without scoring, and the innings closed for 153, the English captain carrying his bat for 17. Murdoch’s team was set the task of scoring 123 to win, and in the little time left for play Morley bowled four overs and Barlow three, without a run being scored or a wicket lost.


On Tuesday the game was resumed in splendid weather. Giffen was bowled at 11, and Bannerman caught at point at 12. Murdoch was caught at 18, and without any runs being added, McDonnell fell to a splendid catch at point. Horan was run out at 30 and Massie was caught at 33. Blackham hit with great vigour. He lost Bonnor at 59, and Spofforth at 72, and then played a ball onto his wicket at 80. Garrett, the last man, came in, and when two leg-byes and a wide had been scored, Barlow bowled him, and the innings terminated for 83, the Englishmen thus winning the match by 69 runs.


Toss: England. England 247 (W. W. Read 66, E. F. S. Tylecote 66, F. R. Spofforth 4-73) and 123 (F. R. Spofforth 7-44); Australia 218 (A. C. Bannerman 94, F. Morley 4-47) and 83 (R. G. Barlow 7-40). 


Fourth Test 
At Sydney, February 17, 19, 20, 21, 1883. Australia won by four wickets.


The XI selected to represent the full strength of the Colonies included nine members of the team which visited the old country in the summer of 1882 under the command of Murdoch, and was completed with the addition of Midwinter and Evans. The interest in the contest was intense, and one authority states that 55,000 attended the match. The game was not concluded until ten to six on the fourth day, and it was so splendidly contested that up until four o’clock or later neither side could claim advantage.


Each XI contained a lame man. Giffen had an injured leg, but with Murdoch to run for him, contrived to play two good and useful innings, and was allowed a substitute in the field. Morley’s injured side, however, seriously handicapped the visitors, as he was practically useless as a bowler after sending down a few overs, and of little service in the field. Mistakes in the field were many in number, and had chances been accepted, Steel would have been nought instead of 135 not out, and Bannerman seven in place of 63. Bonnor was credited with three lives in his first innings before he had made 17. But notwithstanding these errors, the fielding on both sides was often brilliant, and nothing was finer than the display of G. B. Studd. Of the batsmen none deserves warmer praise than Blackham, who played a faultless first innings of 57 when runs were badly wanted, and to whose good and resolute batting on the fourth day the Colonists owed their victory. Each innings was played on a fresh wicket.


For the third time in succession fortune favoured Bligh in the toss. Barlow was caught at point at 13, and Leslie fell to a catch in the slips, with the total at 37. Steel filled the vacancy, and before he had scored played one from Boyle which dropped within an inch of Murdoch’s hands. At the luncheon interval the score stood at 48. On resumption Steel gave a chance to the wicket-keeper before he had added to his score, and the two batsmen then made a long stand: 73 runs were put on at a rapid rate, and then C. T. Studd after starting for a run was unable to get back before Midwinter threw down the wicket. His 48 was described as “a finished exhibition of cricket without the shadow of a chance being given”. Steel was badly missed by Bonnor in the slips, and the score was then taken to 150 before Read was caught. With 180 on the board rain caused a short adjournment. On resuming Bates was out to a splendid running catch by Bonnor at long-on. Steel then scored a single and brought 200 up, and his individual score to 100. A chance of a run-out followed, but the ball was returned to the wrong wicket and Steel escaped. By fast scoring the total reached 236 when Bligh was clean-bowled for 19. G. B. Studd came in and runs were put on at a great pace till a very fine piece of fielding by Bannerman resulted in Studd being run out. At this point play ceased for the day, the score being 263 for nine wickets, Steel not out 135.
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What all the fuss is about: the tiny Ashes urn, with its velvet bag.


On Monday the fourth ball of the first over proved fatal to Morley. Steel was loudly cheered for his very fine innings, which included 16 fours. He gave four chances while scoring his first 45, but his last 90 runs were made in his best form and without a mistake. His was the highest score he contributed during his visit to the Antipodes, and throughout his stay at the wickets his batting was of the most vigorous description. Bonnor and Bannerman went in for Australia, and when only three runs had been made the former gave a chance to Steel at long-on which was not accepted. At 31 Bannerman was caught in the slips, and Bonnor was again missed by Steel. At 34 Murdoch was clean-bowled, and Horan caught with the total at 39. Giffen came next, and as his leg was injured on the opening day, he had Murdoch to run for him. When Bonnor had made 24, he had a third life at the hands of Steel, and shortly after luncheon was taken, the score at 58. On resumption of play Bonnor had a narrow escape at point, and then the score was rapidly hit up to 100, when Giffen was finely caught for an excellent innings of 27, made under difficulties. Midwinter was clean-bowled at 128. Before 150 went up Bonnor gave another chance to Steel – a difficult one – and at 157 the players adjourned for refreshments. On resuming only three runs were added before Bonnor was caught for an exceedingly lucky innings of 87, and Palmer was easily taken at point. Seven wickets were then down for 164, and a follow-on seemed not improbable, but on Evans joining Blackham a resolute stand was made. Runs were put on at a rapid rate, Blackham doing most of the scoring, and it was not until 220 had been totalled that he was clean-bowled for one of the best and most dashing innings he has played. When Boyle, the last man, came in, 42 runs were wanted to bring the sides on even terms. When 27 of this number had been hit off, stumps were drawn for the day.


On the third day Boyle added nine and Evans two, and the former was then caught at mid-off. The second innings of the Englishmen was commenced at 12.45. With the total at 43, luncheon was taken. With 54 on the board C. T. Studd was caught at short leg for a finely played 31. When Leslie had scored a single Barlow was caught in the slips for a patient innings of 20, and at 77 Horan clean-bowled Leslie with his first ball. Read scored seven and then played on, and Tylecote was clean-bowled without scoring, the fourth wicket falling at 99 and the fifth at 100. Bates having joined Steel, 12 runs were added and then the latter was clean-bowled for a good and carefully compiled 21. Bligh helped Bates put on 26 and was then caught at point, and seven wickets were down for 137. Barnes followed and a capital stand was made, 41 runs being added to the score before the Notts professional was caught and bowled for 20. The visitors’ second innings closed for 197.


On Wednesday, the fourth day, the Colonists went in a second time, wanting 199 runs to win. Bannerman and Murdoch began, and the former was missed at the wicket when he had made seven. Murdoch exhibited extreme care, and 113 balls were bowled before he scored a run. At luncheon no wicket had fallen, the total being 39. On resuming, five runs were added and then Murdoch was caught in the slips from a lofty hit. Bonnor took his place, but was caught at 51, and without any addition Horan was caught and bowled. With Murdoch to run for him, Giffen filled the vacancy, and a long stand was then made without a chance being given. At 107 a parting was at last effected, Bannerman being caught at point for a splendid 63, made at a much more rapid rate than usual with him. Blackham came in and batted in the same resolute way as in the first innings, the English bowling being fairly mastered. At 147, Giffen gave a difficult chance to Steel which was not accepted, but in stepping out to the same bowler was smartly stumped for a capital 32, the score then standing at 162 for five wickets. With two runs added Evans hit a ball over the bowler’s head and was caught, and when Midwinter joined Blackham the requisite runs were hit off, and the Australians won the great match of the tour by four wickets.


Toss: England. England 263 (A. G. Steel 135*) and 197; Australia 262 (G. J. Bonnor 87, J. M. Blackham 57) and 199-6 (A. C. Bannerman 63, J. M. Blackham 58*).


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1884


The programme of the fourth Australian team consisted of 32 matches, 18 of which were won, seven drawn and seven lost. Scott and Cooper were the only members of the team who had not visited England before, and while the former proved an emphatic success, the latter was a decided failure. Scott secured the third place in the batting list with an average of 22.27, but the seven wickets taken by Cooper cost 46.3 runs each. Murdoch quite maintained his splendid form with an average 30.28 against 30.31 in 1882. McDonnell’s rose from 17.16 to 23.29, and Giffen’s from 18.9 to 21.2. Bannerman’s fell from 22.8 to 19.11, and Bonnor’s from 20.15 to 19.6. Blackham batted up to his reputation, and Midwinter secured an average of 19.2. Spofforth, whose wonderful bowling was the feature of the tour, took 216 wickets at an average of 12.50. Palmer and Boyle were more expensive than in 1882, but Giffen bowled with greater success than before. 


First Test 
At Manchester, July 10, 11, 12, 1884. Drawn.


This was the first of three matches arranged to be played between the Australians and the full strength of England [and the first Test at Old Trafford – Ed.]. Owing to unfavourable weather the wicket was unfit for cricket on the Thursday, and play was consequently confined to the Friday and Saturday. The result was a draw in favour of the Australians, England being 93 runs on with a wicket to fall in their second innings. Shrewsbury and Lucas played admirable cricket in both innings. Grace exhibited great skill and judgment in scoring his 31, and O’Brien made runs at a time they were badly wanted. Grace was one hour and a quarter scoring his 31, and Lucas was at the wickets two hours for his 24. The Australians hit with more vigour and confidence than their opponents, and McDonnell, Murdoch and Midwinter contributed capital innings.


Toss: England. England 95 (F. R. Spofforth 4-42, H. F. Boyle 6-42) and 180-9 (G. E. Palmer 4-47); Australia 182.


Second Test 
At Lord’s, July 21, 22, 23, 1884. England won by an innings and five runs.


England won this match [the first Test ever played at Lord’s – Ed.] by an innings, and the main elements of this success were the magnificent batting of A. G. Steel and the bowling of Ulyett. The Australians batted first, and despite a capital innings of 63 by Giffen they lost nine wickets for 160 runs. Then Scott proved how well he merited a place in the team. He was admirably supported by Boyle, and before parting was effected 69 runs were put on for the last wicket. Scott played cool, confident, skilful cricket, and his 75 included ten fours, five threes, and six twos. The chief hits in Giffen’s excellent 63 were four fours, three threes and ten twos. Boyle made his runs in plucky determined style. When time was called on the opening day England had lost three wickets for 90 runs, so the match then stood in a fairly even position. Lucas batted finely for his 28, and Shrewsbury’s 27 was also a good innings.


Next morning Steel commenced his remarkable innings. At 120 Ulyett was bowled by a yorker for a good 32, and at 135 Harris was clean-bowled. Barlow then came to Steel’s aid and a complete mastery was obtained over the bowling, 98 being put on before Barlow was caught in the slips for an invaluable 38. Just previous to Read’s dismissal Steel had completed his hundred, and he was now joined by Lyttelton.


Another long stand was made, 76 runs being put on before Lyttelton was bowled for a capital innings of 31. Only three runs were added, and Steel’s magnificent innings came to a close. Steel had been at the wickets while 261 runs had been scored, and a hard chance to Boyle when he had made 48 was the only blemish on his innings. His 148 consisted of 13 fours, four threes, 18 twos, and 48 singles, and was the highest score made against the Australians during the season. Peate and Christopherson put on 28 runs for the last wicket, and before play ceased that day the Australians had lost four wickets in their second innings for 73 runs.


On the last day Scott made a gallant effort to save the innings defeat, but without avail. He was highest scorer in both innings of the Australians, and his total of 105 (for once out) was a very fine performance. Ulyett’s bowling figures speak for themselves, but he was undoubtedly helped by the ground.


Toss: Australia. Australia 229 (G. Giffen 63, H. J. H. Scott 75, E. Peate 6-85) and 145 (G. Ulyett 7-36); England 379 (A. G. Steel 148, G. E. Palmer 6-111).


Third Test 
At The Oval, August 11, 12, 13, 1884. Drawn.


The third and last of the three great matches arranged to be played against the full strength of England resulted in a draw, England wanting 120 runs to avert a single-innings defeat, with eight wickets to go down. The fact that three individual scores of over 100 runs were scored on the first day rendered the match unique in the annals of the game. When stumps were drawn, the score stood at 363 for two wickets, Murdoch having scored 145, and Scott 101, the pair having added 205.


Bannerman was out with the score at 15, and McDonnell at 158, but 205 more runs were added that day without further loss. On the Tuesday Scott was caught at the wicket after adding a single to his overnight score, but Murdoch was not dismissed until he had compiled 211, being the sixth batsman out with the total at 494. The remainder of the innings was alone remarkable for the success which attended Lyttelton’s lobs. He went on for the second time when six wickets were down for 532, and took the last four wickets in eight overs for only eight runs.


McDonnell’s very brilliantly hit 103 included 14 fours, and was made while 158 runs were scored. Scott was batting three hours and a half for his 102, out of 207 put on while he was in, and he gave one real chance in his splendid innings, and that was when he had made 60. Murdoch’s magnificent innings of 211 consisted of 24 fours, nine threes, 22 twos, and 44 singles, and the celebrated batsman was at the wickets a little over eight hours, while 479 runs were scored. He gave three chances, all off Ulyett’s bowling, when his individual score reached 46, 171, and 205 respectively.


The only innings on the England side calling for special notice were those played by Scotton and Read. They became partners when eight wickets had fallen for 181, of which number Scotton had scored 53, 21 of them having been made on the previous evening. They were not separated until they had put on 151 for the ninth wicket. Scotton was the first to leave, having been at the wickets five hours and three-quarters, while 332 runs were made. He never gave the slightest chance, and it is not too much to say that his splendid display of defensive cricket was the cause of England saving the match. Read’s 117 was a superb display of hard and rapid hitting, his hits being 20 fours, one three, 12 twos, and ten singles. One difficult chance to Spofforth was the only blemish in his innings.


Toss: Australia. Australia 551 (P. S. McDonnell 103, W. L. Murdoch 211, H. J. H. Scott 102, Hon. A. Lyttelton 4-19); England 346 (W. H. Scotton 90, W. W. Read 117, G. E. Palmer 4-90) and 85-2.


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1884–85


The eighth team of English cricketers who visited the Australian Colonies – the second band of professionals who went out under the management of Shaw, Shrewsbury, and Lillywhite – left Plymouth in the SS Orient on Friday, September 18, 1884. On October 7 the cricketers reached Aden, and the same day sailed for Port Adelaide, where they arrived early on the morning of Wednesday, October 29.


At Adelaide they were met by the leading members of the South Australian Cricket Association, who conducted them to the city, where the Mayor accorded them an official reception, remarking that he was sure their visit would be a very pleasant one. Similar kindly greetings were extended to them wherever they went, but from the moment the members of Murdoch’s team landed from the Mirzapore, it became evident they were animated by a feeling of bitter hostility towards Shaw and his party. As a commencement, the Victoria contingent of the team declined to play for their Colony against the Englishmen, urging as an excuse their want of practice, while it afterwards transpired that Murdoch’s XI had endeavoured to arrange a match with New South Wales on the same days as those fixed for the contest. Next, Murdoch and A. Bannerman refused to take part for New South Wales against the tourists, and after a meeting between Shaw’s team and Murdoch’s at Adelaide, each side receiving £450, the climax of the quarrel was reached when Murdoch’s men declined to play for Combined Australia against the Englishmen on New Year’s Day.


This unpatriotic conduct was severely condemned by the public and press of Australia, as the following will show: “At a luncheon given at Adelaide the Attorney-General of South Australia [the Hon. C. C. Kingston] said that he could not let the occasion pass, as a lover of the game for itself, without referring to the conduct of the Australian XI, who appeared to sink everything for monetary considerations. If the cricketing public of Australia were to allow the game to be sacrificed for money it would be a national calamity from a cricket point of view. [Applause.]


Peace was partially restored towards the close of the tour, and in the last three matches against representative XIs, A. C. Bannerman was opposed to the English team on each occasion, Bonnor and Giffen appeared in two matches, and Scott, Palmer, McDonnell and Blackham each played once. Spofforth, it must be stated, was not in accord with the other members of the Australian team. He did not arrive until some time after all the others had landed, and was always favourably disposed towards the Englishmen, playing against them whenever circumstances permitted.


First Test 
At Adelaide, December 12, 13, 15, 16, 1884. England won by eight wickets.


This was the first occasion on which England and Australia had met on even terms on the Adelaide Oval, and the contest resulted in an easy victory for the tourists by eight wickets, the Colonists, however, batting one short in their second innings, owing to an accident to Bannerman on the second day. Briggs was far from well, but otherwise there was nothing amiss with any of the Englishmen. On the other hand the Australian captain had to deplore the loss of Spofforth, who was unable to take his place in the team through the death of a relative, and of Midwinter, forbidden to play in consequence of an attack of congestion of the lungs; while Giffen, owing to rheumatism, was almost unfit for cricket.


The main features of the match were the splendid batting of McDonnell and Barnes, the fine hitting of Ulyett, and the wonderful defence and patience of Scotton. Palmer for Australia, and Peel and Bates for England, were the most successful bowlers. Both weather and wicket were perfection on the opening day.


Murdoch won the toss, and both Bannerman and McDonnell batted in characteristic form, for when Bannerman was given out lbw at 33 for a couple of singles his partner had 30 to his credit. Murdoch succeeded, but when he had scored five he skyed a ball to short leg, which the wicket-keeper secured. At 56 luncheon was taken, McDonnell having 47. Upon resuming, both batsmen scored freely, and aided by indifferent fielding, took the score to 95 before Scott was clean-bowled for 19 after twice escaping being run out. The association of McDonnell and Blackham resulted in the score being exactly doubled, as it was not until 190 was telegraphed that the former pulled a ball into his wicket. His 124 was an exhibition of most brilliant cricket. He gave a chance to Barnes at long-off, and should have been run out later on. When Giffen came in, Blackham did nearly all the scoring, and the excellent total of 224 for four wickets was reached. Then an extraordinary collapse took place, and the remaining batsmen were got rid of for only 19 runs.


The first innings of the English team began at 12.15 on the second day, but when 11 only had been made Shrewsbury pulled a ball on to his wicket before he had scored. Before 20 had been totalled Bannerman had his forefinger split nearly the whole length in endeavouring to stop a tremendous hit from Ulyett’s bat, and was unable to take any further part in the match. A sharp shower stopped play for a quarter of an hour shortly before luncheon. After 40 minutes’ interval the game resumed and Ulyett scored rapidly. The 100 went up at three o’clock, but with seven runs added Ulyett was caught at mid-off for a very finely hit innings of 68, out of 96 added during his stay. Barnes joined Scotton, and both men played very carefully for a time. At length Barnes began to hit freely, and at the call of time Scotton had made 71 and Barnes 86, and the total had reached within ten runs of their opponents’ score, with eight wickets still to go down.


Heavy rain had fallen between cessation of play on the Saturday and its resumption on the Monday, and when Scotton and Barnes went in on the third day they found the wicket greatly in favour of the bowlers. Both batsmen, however, played admirable cricket, and it was not until the total had been augmented by 49 runs, and the partnership had realised no fewer than 175, that Scotton was stumped for a most patient and valuable 82. He was at the wickets six hours. Bates was caught at 306 from a tremendous hit to long-on and the remaining wickets were secured without much trouble. Flowers’ 15 included a terrifically hit off-drive from Boyle, and the decision of lbw, which sent him back, gave great dissatisfaction to the Englishmen. Read followed, but at 334 lost Barnes – clean-bowled with a yorker. Barnes had been at the wickets nearly five hours, and his 134 was described as “a grand exhibition of first-class cricket”.


The last two wickets added 20, and Murdoch’s XI began their second innings 126 to the bad. At 28 a fast yorker sent Blackham back. Murdoch was clean-bowled, middle stump, at 56, and then McDonnell and Giffen made the stand of the innings. Both batsmen scored at a great pace, but when the total reached 125 an appeal for leg-before to Giffen was answered in his favour. The ball going to leg, McDonnell ran down to Giffen, who would not move, and the former was easily run out. At the close the total was 152 for four wickets, or 26 runs on.


More heavy rain soaked the wicket on Monday night, and when the Colonials resumed their innings on Tuesday the ball bumped very much, and the innings was quickly finished off for the addition of only 39, Bannerman’s finger being too severely damaged to permit his going in again. On the Englishmen commencing the task of making 66 to win, Flowers was out at eight, and Scotton at 14, both falling to splendid catches by Scott. Then, on a rapidly improving wicket, Shrewsbury and Barnes hit off the required runs, and at 1.20 the English team had won the match.


Toss: Australia. Australia 243 (P. S. McDonnell 124, J. M. Blackham 66, W. Bates 5-31) and 191 (P. S. McDonnell 83, R. Peel 5-51); England 369 (W. H. Scotton 82, G. Ulyett 68, W. Barnes 134, G. E. Palmer 5-81) and 67-2.


Second Test 
At Melbourne, January 1, 2, 3, 5, 1885. England won by ten wickets.


This match [in which the Australian side showed 11 changes to the previous game, after a dispute over payments – Ed.] was commenced, continued, and ended in perfect cricketing weather, albeit the heat was intense on the third day. The match was exceedingly well attended, upwards of 10,000 spectators being present on the first day, and about 6,000 on the second and third days.


Being successful in the toss Shrewsbury decided his side should bat first, and went in with Scotton as usual. Scotton was not at home with the left-hander, Bruce, who twice nearly succeeded in bowling him, and at 28 sent him back with the fast ball. Barnes came in, and a long stand was made. Despite numerous changes of bowling the partnership added no fewer than 116 runs before a separation was effected through Barnes pulling a rather wide ball into his wicket, his innings of 58 being made by sterling cricket. Shrewsbury was caught at short slip from a full pitch at 161, his score of 72 being made in his best form, and without a mistake. Bates should have been caught when he had made five, and with the total at 191 pulled a wide ball into his wicket. Flowers was caught at point, and at 204 the sixth wicket fell, Read being bowled off his legs, while the next ball clean-bowled Ulyett. A long score now appeared improbable, but with Briggs and Attewell together runs came freely till the latter was caught over the bowler’s head at 259. Of the 44 runs added before Peel was bowled, Briggs made no fewer than 39. Stumps were then drawn, the total 303 for nine wickets.


Next morning Briggs and Hunter defied all the efforts of the bowlers for exactly an hour, and added 98 before the little Lancashire professional Briggs fell to one of the finest catches at deep square leg ever witnessed on the ground, Horan securing the ball just as he fell flat on his back. Briggs was enthusiastically cheered for his superb innings of 121, which contained only ten singles. He gave a couple of difficult chances – the first when he had made 104, and the second when he had 117, but these were the only blemishes in his splendid innings. Hunter’s invaluable not-out innings of 39 contained a grand straight-drive for five, the ball going clean over the ladies’ pavilion.


At 2.15 Morris and Jones opened the batting for Australia. From the last ball of the first over Morris was out lbw, and with the total at 46 Jones was similarly dismissed. Then Horan and Trumble kept together for a long time. Five bowlers were tried, but the score reached 124 before Horan fell to point for a carefully and well-played 63, after giving a chance to Barnes when he had made 30. Before play ceased for the day with the total at 151 for three wickets, Trumble was lucky in being twice missed.


On the third day the overnight not-outs were not parted until 190 went up, Trumble being then well caught and bowled by Barnes for an excellent 59, despite the chances given. Pope, Marr, and Musgrove were very quickly disposed of, the seventh wicket falling at 203. Jarvis then received valuable assistance from Worrall, the two putting on runs faster than any other pair on the Australian side. Both played capital cricket, and there appeared a chance of the follow-on being saved, but at last Jarvis was well caught from a lofty hit by Briggs. His masterly innings of 82 was devoid of the slightest blemish. The innings closed for 279. Being 122 to the bad the Colonists had to follow their innings. Bruce scored 20 of the first 29, and then Ulyett clean-bowled Jones. Horan followed, and just before time was called, fell a victim to the wicket-keeper. The score was then 66 for two, and 56 runs were still wanted to save a single-innings reverse.


Nothing approaching a long stand was made on the last day. Trumble was for the second time in the match caught and bowled by Barnes, the total standing at 86. Marr was caught and bowled at 95, and then Jarvis, who had been at wickets three-quarters of an hour for ten, was given out lbw. Six runs were still wanted to save a one-innings defeat when Robertson, the last man, joined Morris. Eleven were scored before Barnes clean-bowled Robertson, so the Englishmen had to go in again.


Toss: England. England 401 (A. Shrewsbury 72, W. Barnes 58, J. Briggs 121, S. P. Jones 4-47) and 7-0; Australia 279 (T. P. Horan 63, J. W. Trumble 59, A. H. Jarvis 82) and 126 (W. Barnes 6-31).


Third Test 
At Sydney, February 20, 21, 23, 24, 1885. Australia won by six runs.


The Australian XI on this occasion included four members of Murdoch’s team – Bannerman, Scott, Bonnor and Spofforth – and of the remaining seven, five had been members of representative teams visiting the Old Country. Evans and Trumble completed one of the strongest combinations the Australian Colonies could produce, and after playing 25 matches without a single reverse, the tourists sustained a narrow defeat, after one of the finest contests ever witnessed at Sydney.


Barnes did not bowl a single over during the match, and in commenting on the long stand made by Garrett and Evans, the correspondent of the Sporting Life said: “Garrett was missed at slip at 106, and then with Evans added 80 for the last wicket; but somehow the English bowlers could not bowl a bit, and Barnes, the wicket being made for him, was actually not tried.” Barnes proved himself to be the most destructive bowler in the first-class matches of the tour, and it is therefore to be hoped that the following extract from an Australian paper does not give the true reason for the non-appearance of Barnes the bowler: “It should be stated that owing to some unpleasantness between Shrewsbury and Barnes, the latter refused to bowl when asked to do so. Everyone is aware that the first thing a cricketer has to do is to obey the captain, and therefore there is no excuse for Barnes. In the report on the second day’s play adverse comment was passed on Shrewsbury for not putting Barnes on when Garrett and Evans made their stand. It appears that Shrewsbury did ask Barnes, and that the latter refused, as he did again in the second innings. It is to be regretted that a cricketer of Barnes’ experience and skill should so far forget himself and his side as to let personal pique affect the result of a contest.”


The fierce storm which raged during the luncheon interval was the cause of the attendance on the opening day being limited to 2,000, but on Saturday there were 10,000 present. On Monday the spectators estimated to number 6,000, while not less than 4,000 were present to witness the exciting finish on the fourth day.


Massie beat Shrewsbury for choice of innings, and sent in Jones and Bannerman to face Peel and Attewell. Bannerman gave a hard chance to slip at 20. At two o’clock a terrific storm of lightning, thunder and hail burst over the ground. In an incredibly short time it had the appearance of a field of snow, and then, the hail quickly melting, the ground became a sheet of water. It was scarcely expected that play could be resumed that day, but the water was soon absorbed, and at quarter-past four Jones and Bannerman continued their innings, the wicket of course being in a sloppy condition. At 45 Jones was stumped, and a run later Bannerman was caught at short leg. Horan was caught at the wicket, and Scott well taken at slip. Two wickets fell at 83, Bonnor being caught at slip and Jarvis clean-bowled first ball. Trumble was caught in the long field at 92, then Garrett and Spofforth played out time, the score being 97 for eight wickets.


On Saturday Garrett and Evans made a splendid stand for the last wicket. Five bowlers were tried, but to no purpose: at lunch-time the two batsmen were still together, and the total 175. After the interval Ulyett succeeded in getting Evans caught, no fewer than 80 runs having been put on for the last wicket. The new wicket having been rolled, Shrewsbury and Scotton opened for the Englishmen. The first five overs were maidens, and then 20 soon appeared. At 31 Shrewsbury was caught and bowled by Spofforth. Other misfortunes quickly followed, as at 33 Ulyett was clean-bowled with a yorker, and the first ball Barnes received bounded from the wicket-keeper’s legs, and the batsman had to retire, stumped. The later batsmen gave little trouble and England were all out for 133.


Bannerman and Bonnor began the second innings of Australia on the third day. The score was slowly hit to 28 and then Bannerman gave a couple of chances which were not accepted. Bonnor, having made 29 out of 37, was bowled by a yorker, and then Horan and Bannerman took the total to 56, when lunch was taken. Upon resuming Bannerman was caught at point, having been at the wickets an hour and a half for 16 runs. When 110 had been posted Horan made a grand square-leg hit off Flowers, the ball pitching into the pavilion reserve. Bates bowled Horan off his thigh for 36, made in his best form. Half the wickets were now down for 119. Massie and Trumble carried the score to 151, when the former was then clean-bowled by a breakback. Jarvis was caught and bowled after making a couple, and then Trumble, who had played exceedingly well, was taken at long-on for 32. A splendid one-handed catch at mid-off dismissed Spofforth and brought the innings to a conclusion for 165 just after five o’clock. The Englishmen wanted 214 to win. Only 14 were scored when one of Spofforth’s fastest deliveries clean-bowled Scotton, and when Ulyett had made four he was thrown out by Bannerman in trying a short run. Shrewsbury and Barnes then kept their wickets intact until the call of time, the score being 29 for two.


Before a run was scored on the last day Barnes was caught at the wicket, but Shrewsbury and Bates put on 30 before the former was clean-bowled by Spofforth, who dismissed Briggs in the same way a couple of runs later. Half the wickets were now down for 61, and an easy victory for the Colonials seemed assured. Bates and Flowers took the score to 92, when Bates fell a victim to the wicket-keeper for a fine and free 31, which included two fours and a grand hit to long-on, off Spofforth, clean over the fence for five. Flowers and Read then made the splendid stand which completely altered the aspect of the game. The bowling was repeatedly changed, but both batsmen played with ease and confidence and scored with great freedom. Spofforth came in for severe punishment, but when only 20 runs were wanted, he had his revenge by clean-bowling Read. The only really bad stroke Read made was off the first ball he received from Spofforth, but he gave no chances, and his innings of 56 included no fewer than nine fours.


Flowers and Read had put on 102 runs for the seventh wicket. Attewell came in, but was run out with the total unchanged, and only five were added before Peel was caught at the wicket. When Hunter, the last man, went in only 15 were wanted and the excitement round the ground was intense. By twos and singles the total was hit up to 207, when Spofforth took the ball, and from his first delivery Flowers was caught at point from a rising ball, and the touring team suffered their first defeat, by seven runs. 


Toss: Australia. Australia 181 (T. W. Garrett 51*, W. Attewell 4-53, W. Flowers 5-46) and 165 (W. Bates 5-24); England 133 (F. R. Spofforth 4-54, T. P. Horan 6-40) and 207 (W. Flowers 56, J. M. Read 56, F. R. Spofforth 6-90).


Fourth Test 
At Sydney, March 14, 16, 17, 1885. Australia won by eight wickets.


The very close finish in the previous match caused an extraordinary amount of interest to be taken in this contest, and there could not have been fewer than 12,000 spectators on the opening day, while 6,000 was the estimated number on each of the other days. The Australian team was differently constituted, Palmer, McDonnell, Giffen and Blackham taking the places of Scott, Massie, Jarvis and Evans. These changes, as the result proved, greatly added to the bowling strength of the team without weakening its batting powers to any appreciable extent. The successful bowling of Giffen in the first innings, and of Palmer in the second, went, perhaps, as far towards achieving victory as the magnificent hitting of Bonnor. On the first day 11 wickets fell for 280 runs; on the second day only seven were dismissed for an aggregate of 297; while on the third day, after a night’s heavy rain, 14 wickets were captured for a total of only 116 runs.


Shrewsbury won choice of innings, and took Ulyett with him to the wickets. Spofforth had not arrived, so bowling was entrusted to Giffen and Palmer. When Ulyett had made ten he pulled a ball into his wicket, and simultaneously with his dismissal Spofforth appeared on the field, and when Shrewsbury hit Palmer for a couple of fours that bowler gave way to Spofforth. Shrewsbury batted in fine free form, and Scotton played a strictly defensive game as usual. At luncheon the score was 50, and upon resuming Scotton was caught at the wicket for four. Barnes and Shrewsbury raised the total to 76, when the English captain was clean-bowled for a capital innings of 40. Barnes and Bates scored with great freedom, and a short time only elapsed before the century was hoisted. Giffen at last succeeded in clean-bowling Barnes with a break-back at 159, the outgoing batsman’s 50 having been made in his best form. Jones bowled for Trumble, and after some time made a magnificent catch from his own bowling, which sent Bates back for a splendidly hit 60.


With Read and Flowers together the 200 was soon telegraphed. At 219 Flowers was clean-bowled, and Briggs, after making a three from the first ball he received, was well caught at point from the second. Giffen bowled Attewell after he had scored a single, and Read gave a chance of stumping. Later on, with his score on 37, he was caught from a no-ball of Spofforth’s, and with the total 252 was clean-bowled by Giffen for a very freely hit innings of 47. Hunter scored 13, including two fours in succession from Spofforth, but in trying a third he was clean-bowled, and brought the innings to a conclusion for 269. Only ten minutes remained for play, so Garrett and Palmer were deputed to open. Ulyett sent down the first over, and the last ball – a fast yorker – clean-bowled Palmer. When the total reached 11 for one wicket play ceased for the day. 


Only four runs were added next morning before Peel bowled Trumble off his legs. McDonnell, having scored 20 out of 25, was caught at extra cover-point at 40. No other wicket was obtained before luncheon, at which time the score had reached 80. Bannerman gave a difficult chance to Scotton, which was also missed, and then Horan was well caught at slip off Ulyett at 119. Bonnor came in next, and Bannerman had another life at the hands of Scotton – a very easy one this time. Off Flowers’ second ball Bannerman was caught at point for 51, seven wickets then being down for 134. 


At this point the prospects of a follow-on appeared very probable, but upon Jones joining Bonnor a magnificent stand was made, and the aspect of the game underwent a complete change. Bonnor started in very indifferent form, but afterwards hit with the utmost brilliancy. After a short period of slow play Bonnor hit Barnes to the pavilion for four, and drove the next ball over the boundary for five. From this time to the close the bowling was punished with the utmost severity, and eventually Bonnor saved the follow-on. At length Barnes went on again, and from his first ball Bonnor was easily caught at third man with the total at 288. Bonnor’s magnificent 128 included four fives, and 14 fours. He and Jones put on 154 for the eighth wicket. It was not to be expected that so long an innings should be played without chances being given, and Bonnor’s fine contribution was not without blemishes. Though narrowly escaping being bowled several times, he gave no real chances in the field until he had made 81, when Peel misjudged a bad hit. With his score 98 he might have been caught by Barnes at slip, and later on was missed by Read at long-on. At the call of time the total stood at 308 for eight.


Heavy rain having fallen from a little after midnight until nine o’clock on the morning of the third day, the wicket was altogether in the favour of the bowlers when the game resumed at noon. The last two Australian wickets only added one run, Jones being immediately run out for a fine defensive innings of 40, while Spofforth fell to a capital catch at third man after scoring a single. The Englishmen commenced their second innings in a minority of 40 runs, Shrewsbury and Ulyett again being the first pair. They were opposed by Spofforth and Palmer, and no change of bowling was found necessary during the innings. Ulyett was caught at cover-point after making a couple, and Scotton fell to mid-off without having troubled the scorers. A fine catch at long-on got rid of Shrewsbury, and Bates was given out caught at the wicket, the fourth wicket falling with the score at 20. Read was caught at short leg, then Barnes and Flowers kept their wickets intact until lunch-time, when the total had reached 42.


Upon resumption Flowers was caught at third man at 46, and then 20 runs were added before Briggs, in attempting a fourth run for a bye, was run out. Barnes was caught at short mid-on from a bumper, Peel caught and bowled by Spofforth, and Hunter clean-bowled, the innings closing for the poor total of 77. The Australians had therefore only 38 runs to make, but these were not obtained without the loss of two good wickets, McDonnell being caught at third man, and Bannerman clean-bowled. Horan and Jones then hit off the required runs.


Toss: England. England 269 (W. Barnes 50, W. Bates 64, G. Giffen 7-117) and 77 (F. R. Spofforth 5-30, G. E. Palmer 4-32); Australia 309 (A. C. Bannerman 51, G. J. Bonnor 128, W. Barnes 4-61) and 38-2.


Fifth Test 
At Melbourne, March 21, 23, 24, 25, 1885. England won by an innings and 98 runs.


Although the home XI won choice of innings, and, as the Australian captain admitted, had in no marked manner anything the worst of luck, they suffered a crushing defeat. There were about 8,000 spectators present on the opening day, but the attendance fell to less than a quarter of that on the following days.


Horan won the toss. Peel and Ulyett started the bowling, and from the latter’s second ball Bruce should have been taken at the wicket, but Hunter dropped the catch. In Ulyett’s next over, Bruce was very lucky in escaping being run out, and at 21 he was easily caught for 15. Bannerman was caught at third man, and Horan at once given out lbw. Jones came in, but at 34 was also given out lbw, and without a run added Giffen was bowled. Jarvis and Walters carried the total to 45, when the latter was bowled off his leg, and six wickets were down. Luncheon was then taken.


Nine wickets were down for 99 when Spofforth joined Trumble. The great bowler immediately began to hit in most vigorous fashion, and runs were put on at a rapid rate. Attewell relieved Barnes who had been hit for a five by Spofforth, the ball clearing the pavilion gate. A ringing cheer accompanied the hoisting of 150, but at 163 Attewell sent down a short-pitched fast one which clean-bowled Spofforth for a rattling 50, Trumble carrying his bat for a good defensive innings of 34. The wicket having been rolled Barnes and Scotton opened the batting. When stumps were drawn no wicket had fallen, and the total had reached 44.


On the second day for a considerable time runs were put on at a very slow rate, the first 16 occupying 40 minutes. At 60 Bruce clean-bowled Scotton, and at 96 Giffen clean-bowled Read. Ulyett scored a single from Giffen and then played the first ball he received from Spofforth hard on his leg, from whence it rolled into the wicket and disturbed the bails. Luncheon was then taken, the score being 97 for three wickets. At 136 Bruce bowled for Spofforth. This change met with success, as at 141 Barnes was caught off Bruce for a finely played 74. Bates came in, and though unwell, punished the bowling severely. About this time several chances were given but not accepted. Shrewsbury should have been caught by McShane off Spofforth, while Bates was missed four times – at long-off by Horan, at third man by Jones, at point by Bruce, and in the long field by McShane. Bates scored his first 33 runs while Shrewsbury made six, and as soon as the 200 went up illness compelled him to retire, his individual score then being 54. At 256, Spofforth, who changed ends, bowled Flowers off his legs. At the call of time Shrewsbury had made 54, the total being 270 for five wickets.


On the third day, the total had reached 324, and the partnership yielded 68, before Briggs was caught at short slip for a vigorous and excellent 43. Attewell was caught at mid-off with the total unchanged, and then Bates resumed his innings. He had not, however, sufficiently recovered to hit in his usual vigorous form, and after adding seven runs was caught at long-on. At lunch-time Shrewsbury had made 86, and the total stood at 347, which was afterwards raised to 386 before Giffen clean-bowled Hunter for 18, the last wicket having increased the score to the extent of 49 runs. Shrewsbury carried his bat for 105 out of 289 scored while he was in, and his fine innings – the highest he had made in Australia – was only marred by the one chance to McShane.


Garrett and Bannerman commenced Australia’s second innings at three o’clock. Bannerman was nearly bowled first ball, and should have been caught before he had scored. It mattered little, however, as he was taken at long slip after making a couple. A fast ball from Ulyett bowled Garrett, and Giffen was caught at short leg. When 50 was posted Attewell relieved Ulyett, and bowled Horan at 60. Jones was clean-bowled at the same total. Trumble was given out lbw at 91. Walters, who followed, was brilliantly caught at mid-off by Attewell at 100, and then Bruce and Jarvis played out time. 


By previous arrangement the match was not continued until 2.15 on the last day. The Australians, with three wickets to fall, required 118 to save a single-innings defeat, and the very slight chance they had of accomplishing so heavy a task was rendered hopeless by a heavy fall of rain in the early morning, which gave the bowlers a great advantage. Only a single was scored before Jarvis was caught at mid-on, and with a couple added Spofforth was caught at long-on. Bruce and McShane put on 17 runs, and then the former was caught at short slip for a very meritorious innings of 35, bringing the match to a conclusion, and giving the Englishmen victory by an innings. 


Toss: Australia. Australia 163 (F. R. Spofforth 50, G. Ulyett 4-52) and 125; England 386 (W. Barnes 74, A. Shrewsbury 105*, W. Bates 61).


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1886


The fifth tour of Australian cricketers in England was emphatically a failure, whether we regard it as an event of itself, or compare it with previous visits of the teams of the colonies. Perhaps if the XI under Mr Scott had been making a new experiment – had been breaking fresh ground – we should have found much to admire, and very little to find fault with, and should have satisfied ourselves, with something like smug conceit, that our rivals from the South had done very well, and, indeed, were quite as powerful as there had been any reason to expect. But history cannot go backwards, and there can be no room for doubt that, satisfactory as the 1886 Australian tour may have been to the pride of Englishmen, the tour was a feeble and spiritless thing. We saw on too many occasions a mere playing-out of time, and on one or two days a failure of nerve and an exhibition of weakness which those who had looked upon the Australians at their best – as we saw them in 1882 – found it difficult to believe possible.


The causes of the non-success were the limited amount of high-class batting, the partial failure of Spofforth’s bowling, the uncertainty of the fielding, a lack of enthusiasm and cohesion in the team, and the absence of the necessary amount of authority and experience on the part of the captain. W. L. Murdoch may not have exhibited all the qualities which go to make up that rare and valuable being, an ideal captain – but he certainly had a larger experience and a stronger will than the gentleman who, with the best of intentions, and the greatest sincerity of purpose, led the team of 1886. 


Moreover (and this is a very important factor in the case) our own professional batting and bowling had greatly improved since the previous visit, and the Australians were meeting men who bowled more after their own fashion, and who batted with a determination and fertility of resource which at the most they could only hope to equal. Our Gentlemen were probably a class below their predecessors of a few years back, but we still had in Mr Grace and Mr Read batsmen who were equal to the greatest emergencies.


Giffen was emphatically the success of the tour, and the fact that he came out first in both batting and bowling speaks volumes for his excellence. Indeed it would be impossible at the present day to name his superior as an all-round cricketer.


First Test 
At Manchester, July 5, 6, 7, 1886. England won by four wickets.


The first of the three great contests between England and Australia had been looked forward to with an immense amount of interest, and the composition of the English team had caused a good deal of controversy. In the original team Mr Hornby was to have been captain, and Barnes was selected; but owing to an injury to his leg the popular Lancashire captain had to stand out, while Barnes was prevented from playing by a strain in his side. Barlow and Briggs were the two men chosen to fill the vacancies.


Fully 10,000 witnessed the first day’s play, which was good and interesting throughout. The weather, although dull and overcast in the morning, turned out beautifully fine, and the wicket afforded the bowlers very little assistance. Having the good fortune to win the toss the Australians at the start fared remarkably well. Jones played superb cricket, and Jarvis hit with great brilliancy for 45. The score was 181 when the fifth wicket fell, and there seemed every prospect of a long total, but afterwards came such a collapse that the last five wickets went down for 24 runs. Jones, who went in first, was lbw for a faultless 87. Out of 204 runs from the bat, Jones, Jarvis, Trumble, and Scott made no fewer than 177. The fielding was exceedingly smart and accurate, and Pilling kept wicket to perfection.


A little less than an hour remained when the Englishmen commenced their innings, and the score was only nine when Mr Grace was very cleverly caught at slip. Shrewsbury was let off from a sharp chance in the same position from the first ball he received, but afterwards batted well, and he and Scotton were together at the call of time, when the score stood at 36 for one wicket.


On the second day the interest was thoroughly sustained throughout. The Australians bowled and fielded admirably, and the Englishmen, who scarcely seemed to play in their best form, scored with difficulty. Shrewsbury, after making 31, was bowled by a yorker, and Scotton, after exhibiting great patience, was caught at point at 80. Mr Read batted in splendid style for 51 and was out to a very good catch at third man at 131. At the luncheon interval the score was 140 for five, and afterwards Ulyett and Briggs were speedily disposed of, the total, with seven men out, being only 160. Then, when it seemed most probable that the Australians would lead on the first innings, Lohmann and Barlow made an invaluable stand, and quite altered the aspect of affairs. When he scored only a single, however, Lohmann was badly missed by Palmer at long-on, and for this mistake the Australians had to pay very dearly. Lohmann hit with great nerve and judgment, while Barlow played his usual sound and steady game. The score was up to 206 before Lohmann was bowled, 46 having been added. In the end the total reached 223, or 18 runs to the good, Barlow taking out his bat for an invaluable 38.


With an hour and 20 minutes remaining, the Australians went in again, and though Jones and Scott put on 37 for the first wicket, matters went so badly with the Colonists afterwards that before the close four wickets had fallen for 55. Giffen and Jarvis were both out to Barlow, and Bonnor, who exhibited very bad judgment, was caught from a very tame stroke on the off side within five minutes of time. The second day’s play left the Australians 36 runs to the good, with six wickets to fall in their second innings.


On the concluding day the Australians thoroughly kept up their reputation for playing an uphill game, and though they were defeated at the finish, they made a splendid fight of it, and the interest in the match never for a moment ceased. Thanks mainly to the capital batting of Scott, and the plucky hitting of Garrett and Spofforth, the total reached 123. As the Englishmen were only left with 106 runs to get, it looked as if they would gain a very easy victory, but so disastrous was the start that perhaps the three best batsmen in England – Grace, Read, and Shrewsbury – were dismissed for only 24. It must be stated, however, that the wicket was beginning to crumble a little, and was by no means so easy as it had been on either of the previous days.


The Australians now began to realise that they had a chance, and bowled and fielded with remarkable keenness. It was at this point that Barlow joined Scotton, and the two batsmen, displaying most praiseworthy care and judgment, wore down the splendid bowling, and again turned the scale in favour of England. The partnership altogether lasted an hour, and yielded 41 runs, the score being thus 65 when the fourth wicket fell. Later on, Mr Steel played in moderate form, but he was missed from an easy chance by Bonnor at short slip, and had this come off the Englishmen would probably have had to fight very hard for their victory. At 90 Barlow’s long and extremely good innings of 30 was ended by a clever catch close in, and when the game was a tie Ulyett hit out recklessly, and was caught in the long field. Briggs made the winning stroke at 20 minutes to six, and the English were left winners of a remarkable match. Special praise must be awarded to Barlow, who took seven wickets for 44 in the second innings, made three catches, and scored 68 runs in the match for once out.


Toss: Australia. Australia 205 (S. P. Jones 87, G. Ulyett 4-46) and 123 (R. G. Barlow 7-44); England 223 (W. W. Read 51, F. R. Spofforth 4-82) and 107-6.


Second Test 
At Lord’s, July 19, 20, 21, 1886. England won by an innings and 106 runs.


The meeting of England and Australia at Lord’s is by almost common consent reckoned to be the most important match of a Colonial tour, and the immense superiority of the best XI in England over Australia was clearly and unmistakably proved.


The first day’s play was greatly interfered with by rain. However, some remarkable batting was shown by the Englishmen, who had the good fortune to win the toss. At first the wicket was in splendid condition, but the rain which fell between 25 minutes past 12 and a quarter to two altered its character, and for the greater part of the time that Shrewsbury and Scotton were together the bowlers had a distinct advantage. Despite the unfavourable circumstances, between 12,000 and 13,000 persons visited the ground. Mr Grace was caught at the wicket when the score was 27, and after that Scotton and Shrewsbury, by some wonderful defence, wore down the bowling, and took the total up to 77 before Scotton was clean-bowled by Garrett. Throughout the remainder of the day Shrewsbury played one of his very finest innings, meeting all the bowling with ease and confidence, and scarcely ever seeming in difficulties.


On the second day the weather was much more favourable, and the cricket proceeded without interruption. There was an immense crowd, with 15,663 paying for admission. Barnes was not dismissed until the score had reached 280, the famous Nottingham pair having added no fewer than 161 runs. Later on Ulyett hit freely for 19, and ultimately the innings closed for 353. Shrewsbury, who had gone in first wicket down with the score at 27, was the last man out, and too much praise cannot be afforded him for his most extraordinary performance. He was at the wickets for six hours and 50 minutes, and though he gave a couple of difficult chances, there was scarcely any fault to be found with his batting. It should be stated that the wicket on this morning was rapidly improving, but Shrewsbury had thoroughly mastered all the varying conditions. His 164, with 16 fours, was the largest score ever made against Australian bowling in England.


The Australians had always had such a reputation for playing an uphill game that many expected great things from them, more especially as when they went in the wicket afforded bowlers little assistance. As it turned out, however, the batting was of a most disappointing character, and though Scott and Jones put on 45 for the first wicket, the whole side were out for the poor total of 121. The chief cause of this remarkable breakdown was the superb bowling of Briggs, who was put on as first change and took five wickets at a cost of only 29 runs. The English fielding could scarcely have been improved upon. Going in a second time against the formidable majority of 232, the Australians lost one wicket for 12 runs before the call of time.


As the weather remained fine on the third day, and the wicket became, if anything, rather easier, there were still many who believed in the ability of the Australians to make the game a draw, and at one time it seemed quite likely that they would, for Palmer, Trumble and Jones all batted with extreme caution. When the score was 76 for two, however, Briggs was put on at the Pavilion end in place of Steel, a change which proved to be the turning-point of the innings. From this end Briggs bowled with even greater success than he had met with on the previous day from the Nursery wicket, and one after another the batsmen went down before him. At a quarter-past three the whole side were out for 126, and the Australians thus suffered a most crushing defeat. Briggs, who was immensely cheered all round the ground, took six wickets at a cost of only 45 runs, so that in the whole match he obtained 11 wickets for 74.


Toss: England. England 353 (A. Shrewsbury 164, W. Barnes 58, F. R. Spofforth 4-73); Australia 121 (J. Briggs 5-29) and 126 (J. Briggs 6-45).


Third Test 
At The Oval, August 12, 13, 14, 1886. England won by an innings and 217 runs.


The third and last meeting had been robbed of a large amount of its interest by the poor form shown by the Australians, who had suffered defeat on each of the two previous occasions. Nevertheless there was a large company on the opening day, 11,368 persons passing through the turnstiles. As the team which gained so decisive a victory at Lord’s had worked well together, it was a fitting compliment to play identically the same England XI in this third match.


For the second time the Englishmen won the toss, and once more they took full advantage: the Australians were engaged for the whole day in getting down two wickets. However, the batting was not of high quality. Although Mr Grace made his highest innings against Australian bowling, it was pretty generally admitted that his cricket was more faulty than usual. He gave an easy chance to Scott at short slip when he had made six, at 23 he hit a ball very hard back to Giffen, a possible chance to that bowler’s left hand; when he had 60 he might perhaps have been caught in the long field, had Bruce started earlier for the ball, and at 93 McIlwraith had a difficult one-handed chance at slip. Moreover, just before getting out, when his total was 169 he hit a ball straight back to Garrett, who failed to hold it. Still, these blemishes notwithstanding, the innings was a very fine one. He made the enormous proportion of 170 out of 216 during his stay, and his figures were 22 fours, four threes, 17 twos and 36 singles.


In an hour and 52 minutes before luncheon Mr Grace made 40 runs, and in two hours and 38 minutes afterwards he made 130. This marked difference in the rate of scoring was accounted for to a large extent by the state of the wicket, which was by no means perfect up to the interval, but which improved steadily as the afternoon wore on. Scotton batted with extraordinary patience even for him, and contented himself by keeping up his wicket while Mr Grace hit. The two put on 170 before they were parted. Scotton’s 34 – an innings of immense value – occupied no less than three hours and three-quarters, and at one period he was an hour and seven minutes without making a single run. After the dismissal of Scotton and Mr Grace some beautiful cricket was played by Shrewsbury and Mr Read. When time was called, the score was 279 with only two wickets down.


On the Friday there was another immense attendance, 9,786 paying for admission. Again everything went in favour of the Englishmen, and at the close the Australians found themselves in a hopeless position, wanting no fewer than 358 to avert a single-innings defeat, and having ten wickets to fall. It must be stated, however, that the English team had all the best of the luck, for the rain which fell in London on the Thursday evening seriously damaged the ground, and the Australians had to play the cream of the English bowling on a wicket on which run-getting was a matter of great difficulty.


The English innings lasted until ten minutes to four in the afternoon, the total ultimately reaching 434. It was generally thought that, as the Englishmen were in such a position that they could not lose, some of the batsmen threw their wickets away. Shrewsbury only added two to his overnight score, and after his departure Barnes, Mr Steel, Barlow, and Ulyett were dismissed in rapid succession, seven wickets being down for 320. Then came a most brilliant display of cricket on the part of Mr Read and Briggs, who hit at a tremendous pace, and at one time made 56 in half an hour. Briggs was at last well caught at slip at 410 for a very dashing 53. When it seemed almost certain that Mr Read would reach his hundred he was out to a well-judged catch in the long field. Out of 202 runs scored while he was at the wickets, he made 94 by perfect cricket. He hardly gave a fair chance, and seldom seemed in the least difficulty with the bowling. He was batting for about three hours and a half.


The batting of the Australians proved to be of the most disappointing description. The innings opened at ten minutes past four, and just before six the whole side were out for the wretchedly poor total of 68. Being assisted by the condition of the ground, Lohmann and Briggs bowled magnificently and carried all before them, only two men on the Australian side – Palmer and Trumble – showing the least ability to contend against them. The English fielding was exceptionally brilliant, and the catch with which Briggs dismissed Blackham deserves a special word of praise. Following their innings against the enormous majority of 366, the Australians scored eight runs without the loss of a wicket before the call of time.


The cricket on the concluding day needs but brief description. The Australians could not hope to avert defeat, and though Giffen and Palmer batted well, the total in the end only reached 149. The only chance of saving the game was to stop in the whole of the day. Even with the ground in the best of condition this would have been a task to tax the powers of any XI, but with the wicket still assisting the bowlers it was practically out of the question. Lohmann and Briggs again proved by far the most successful bowlers, and in the whole match Lohmann obtained 12 wickets for 104 runs, while Briggs secured six for 58. All ideas as to the ability of the 1886 Australian XI to meet the full strength of England were totally dispelled by this crushing defeat. In fairness to the Colonials it must be stated that, at The Oval at any rate, they had all the worst of the wicket; but they played throughout with a lack of the life and energy that have usually characterised Australian cricket.


Toss: England. England 434 (W. G. Grace 170, W. W. Read 94, J. Briggs 53, F. R. Spofforth 4-65); Australia 68 (G. A. Lohmann 7-36) and 149 (G. A. Lohmann 5-68).


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1886–87


The team taken out to Australia in the autumn of 1886 was one of the strongest that ever left England for the Colonies. The team took part in 29 matches, of which ten were of first-class importance. It is understood that the tour did not yield much profit, but the cricket shown was very fine indeed, not a single defeat being sustained on a hard wicket. An accident at Sydney prevented Barnes playing after the end of January, and the loss of his batting and bowling made a great difference to the XI.


Turner, the New South Wales bowler, met with extraordinary success, and, though the wickets gave him great assistance, it would be impossible to say too much in his praise. The Englishmen thought that not even Spofforth, in his best day, was more difficult on slow grounds, the ball breaking back at such a pace as to beat even Shrewsbury’s defence.


First Test 
At Sydney, January 28, 29, 31, 1887. England won by 13 runs.


The great match and also the most conspicuous triumph of the tour, the Englishmen winning by 13 runs after being dismissed in their first innings for a total of 45. When stumps were drawn on the Saturday they did not seem to have even a remote chance of success, being only some 20-odd runs to the good with three wickets to fall in their second innings. On the Monday, however, they played up in splendid style, and gained a victory that might fairly be compared to the seven-run win of Australia over England at The Oval in 1882. Briggs, Flowers, and Sherwin batted so well that Australia had to go in with 111 to get. With the wicket in very fair order this seemed an easy task, and defeat was not thought of, but Barnes bowled so finely, and was so ably supported by Lohmann, that the total only reached 97. Barring one mistake the English fielding was magnificent. Except that Giffen was still too ill to appear, the Australian team was almost a representative one, though Palmer and Horan should have been played in preference to Midwinter and McShane.


Toss: Australia. England 45 (C. T. B. Turner 6-15, J. J. Ferris 4-27) and 184 (J. J. Ferris 5-76); Australia 119 and 97 (W. Barnes 6-28).


Second Test 
At Sydney, February 25, 26, 28, March 1, 1887. England won by 71 runs.


The Australian team was very far indeed from a representative one, the only Victorian player on the side being Midwinter. Jones, however, was the only prominent Sydney man who was away. Having the best of the play all through, the Englishmen won by 71 runs. Lohmann’s fine bowling in the first innings, and Barlow’s batting being the main elements of success. Turner and Ferris bowled admirably for the Australians, but their exertions were not sufficient to avert defeat.


Toss: England. England 151 (J. J. Ferris 5-71, C. T. B. Turner 5-41) and 154 (C. T. B. Turner 4-52, J. J. Ferris 4-69); Australia 84 (G. A. Lohmann 8-35) and 150 (W. Bates 4-26).


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1887–88


Two English teams visited Australia in the season of 1887–88, but it is certain that such a piece of folly will never be perpetrated again. Having regard to the fact that 11-a-side matches are only practicable at Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide, it was clear from the first that two combinations would not be able to pay their way, and, though we do not know the exact result of Shaw, Shrewsbury, and Lillywhite’s venture, the Melbourne Club frankly admitted a heavy loss over Mr Vernon’s team.


It would serve no purpose now to go into the cause of the blunder, for a blunder in every way it undoubtedly was. The Melbourne authorities averred that it was well known their intention of bringing out an English team had only been postponed from the previous year, while the Sydney people, who supported Shaw and Shrewsbury, declared that for all they knew, when they asked Shrewsbury and his friends to get up an XI for the centenary celebration in New South Wales, the Melbourne Club’s project had been abandoned. Wherever the blame lay, the effect was to throw a damper on the visits of English cricketers to the Colonies.


It is satisfactory to think, however, that, apart from financial considerations, both tours were completely successful, the cricket shown being in every way creditable to the Englishmen. Mr Vernon’s team only lost one match, and in that they played an innings of over 300, while Shaw and Shrewsbury’s side suffered but two defeats. For one special occasion the two teams joined forces, and decisively beat Combined Australia.


The record of Mr Vernon’s combination was indeed a brilliant one when we take into consideration that the death of his father compelled Lord Hawke to return to England, and that Bates’s services were lost through a painful accident to his eye – an accident which kept him out of all first-class cricket in England in 1888, and from which, it is feared, he can never wholly recover. He was injured while practising on the Melbourne Ground, a ball hit from a neighbouring net striking him with frightful force.


Shaw and Shrewsbury’s team also team played in a style that did high credit to English cricket. They only lost two matches, both against New South Wales; and the batting of Shrewsbury and the bowling of Lohmann and Briggs may rank among the best achievements of our players in the Colonies.


Only Test 
At Sydney, February 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 1888. England won by 126 runs.


In this match the two English teams joined forces and put a combined XI into the field. The Colonial side, which included seven of the players who afterwards went to England, was very strong, but George Giffen’s absence prevented it from being quite representative. Horan and Bruce, too, would have been better than some who were playing. The match was played on a ground that was much damaged by rain, and the Englishmen, having the upper hand throughout, won handsomely. Towards this brilliant and gratifying result the splendid bowling of Peel and Lohmann mainly contributed, the two taking 18 wickets between them. Shrewsbury’s fine play in the first innings and Maurice Read’s hitting in the second also demand recognition. Not since the visit of George Parr’s team in 1863–64 had English cricket been so represented on an Australian ground.


Toss: Australia. England 113 (C. T. B. Turner 5-44, J. J. Ferris 4-60) and 137 (C. T. B. Turner 7-43); Australia 42 (G. A. Lohmann 5-17, R. Peel 5-18) and 82 (G. A. Lohmann 4-35, R. Peel 4-40).


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1888


The chief interest of spectators during the tour of the sixth Australian team in England centred on Turner and Ferris. The mighty Spofforth, the greatest bowler we had ever seen, was with the team no more; there was neither Giffen nor Palmer. The Australians of 1888 were for all practical purposes a new XI trusting to two young bowlers. The choice of captain had fallen upon Percy McDonnell, and it is difficult to see who else could have been selected. It was at once seen that Turner and Ferris were bowlers of high capacity and considerable resource, that their action was free from tricks of any kind, and that they both were, like all Australians we have ever seen, scrupulously and irreproachably fair. Bonnor, who had been here since 1886, joined the team on its arrival.


Jones, the best batsman, fell ill during the tour. A period of anxiety for the manager ensued. No risk was run, no danger was incurred, no steps were taken to which the strictest purist in morals could have objected; but, acting under full medical authority and sanction, the secret of the highly contagious nature of Jones’s illness [smallpox – Ed.] was strictly and faithfully kept, and only one or two members of the team itself and three or four persons outside it knew until months afterwards, when all danger was past and the unlucky young fellow was about again, what a narrow escape the ship had had from foundering before the voyage was a quarter over.


We do not wish to make much capital out of this victory of the old country in the international contests. The Australians themselves would freely admit that this team were not equal, or anything like equal, to the best contemporary XI of England. Of course the beating we had at Lord’s is a recorded fact and will be remembered against us, but it was in no sense a defeat upon our merits, and not one Englishman in a thousand will feel it as belonging to the same category as our overthrow at The Oval in 1882. 


McDonnell came out at the top of the batting, but Bonnor displayed his inequalities of form, playing a giant’s game one day and a lawn-tennis game the next. Trott amply and fully justified his selection by scoring the highly creditable total of 1,212 runs. Worrall is a batsman of the rural or bucolic type. He must be a descendant of that village wonder who hit “bloomin’ ’ard, bloomin’ ’igh, and bloomin’ often.” But Worrall is degenerate. He certainly hits hard and high – and seldom.


Blackham’s wicket-keeping was excellent all through the summer, his form on many occasions being considered equal to that of his best days. As this was Blackham’s sixth tour, higher praise is impossible.


GREAT BOWLERS OF THE YEAR – C. T. B. TURNER


1889 


Charles Thomas Byas Turner was born in Bathurst, in New South Wales, on November 16, 1862. He stands about 5ft 9in, and bowls right-hand, above medium pace, with a beautifully easy delivery, his hand not being very high at the moment the ball quits it. He has a fine break from the off, and bowls a wonderful yorker, but the great thing about him is that he makes the ball rise from the pitch faster perhaps than any bowler we have seen. He first appeared in Bathurst in December 1881, when against Shaw’s team he took 17 wickets for 69. After that he steadily played club cricket until November 1886, when he met with surprising success against Shaw and Shrewsbury’s team, taking six for 20 and seven for 34 in the first match, and eight wickets for 80 on a good wicket a month later. These performances were eclipsed by what he did in January 1887, when he took the wickets of Barnes, Barlow, Gunn, Briggs, Scotton, and Flowers for 15 runs. He had the largest share in winning NSW the third match with Shaw’s team, as he took eight wickets in the first innings for 32 runs, and six for 27 in the second.


First Test 
At Lord’s, July 16, 17, 1888. Australia won by 61 runs.


Although it was seen that the Australians were by no means equal on their merits to the best team in England, there was a considerable amount of anxiety as to the result of the first of the three great Test matches. In dry weather and on a hard wicket, confidence in the strength of English batting would have been almost unlimited, but the weather for weeks had been so bad, and the Australian bowling had proved so destructive, that many quite dispassionate judges thought the game would be so fluky that victory would depend almost entirely upon success in the toss.


Our batting had probably become stronger so far as the professionals were concerned, but it certainly had not maintained its position among amateurs, there being many good Gentlemen batsmen, but no new ones who had any claim to be chosen in a strictly representative XI. On the other hand, our bowling was probably stronger than ever, while the fielding of the selected team left nothing to be desired.


McDonnell, having won the toss, went in with Bannerman to commence a match about which everyone’s nerves were in a high state of tension, and at a time when all concerned, from batsmen, bowlers, and umpires down to the merest spectators, felt the importance of the issue, and how much was at stake. We ought, however, to say that to the best of our knowledge there was little or no betting of any consequence, and certainly, with all the eagerness and keenness of feeling, there was no bitterness or acrimony on either side.


The Australians played with great courage and spirit, and achieved a performance for which they were fully entitled and for which they received a large amount of credit. They played quite the right game, hitting out pluckily, and never attempting to show correct cricket. The Englishmen started well enough, getting rid of Bannerman and Trott for three runs, but then Bonnor and McDonnell were both missed. The total was only 82 when the ninth wicket fell, and, though this was not a bad score under the conditions, it was not good enough to look like winning. Ferris, the last man, joined Edwards, who should have been run out, and then this pair, by some invaluable and fearless hitting, put on 30 before they were separated. The Englishmen went in in a bad light, and lost Abel, Barnes and Lohmann for 18 before stumps were drawn.


On Tuesday morning W. G. Grace did not add to the ten he had made overnight. Wicket after wicket fell until eight were out for 37, and it looked quite possible that England would have to follow on. Briggs and Peel averted this disaster, but the whole side were out for 53, or 63 to the bad. The English bowling and fielding during the second innings of Australia were superb, and the ground was altogether against batsmen, so that it was no wonder they were out for 60. Indeed, but for Ferris’s capital hitting the total would not nearly have reached that number. But it was clear England was at a great disadvantage, and that the 124 wanted to win would be more than could be made. Mr Grace began really well, and 29 runs were made before the first wicket fell. At 34, however, the champion was out, and from that time Turner and Ferris carried everything before them.


Toss: Australia. Australia 116 (R. Peel 4-36) and 60 (G. A. Lohmann 4-33, R. Peel 4-14); England 53 (C. T. B. Turner 5-27) and 62 (C. T. B. Turner 5-36, J. J. Ferris 5-26).


GREAT BOWLERS OF THE YEAR – J. J. FERRIS


1889 


John James Ferris was born in Sydney, on May 21, 1867. He is a little below medium height, and sturdily built; bowls left-hand, rather above medium pace, with a very high delivery. His chief break is from leg, but every now and then he sends in a good ball which comes with his arm. He was first associated with the Belvedere Club, of which H. Moses was captain, and played in the Inter-Colonial match in 1886, when he took ten wickets, six in one innings and four in the other. This success was followed up by another still greater, for, in the return match between the two Colonies, he took nine wickets at an average cost of five runs, and largely helped to win the game. He bowled conspicuously well against Shaw’s team in 1886-87, and the admirable way in which he shared the work with Turner led to his being selected for the recent tour in England. Ferris, like Turner and McDonnell, is in a bank at Sydney.


Second Test 
At The Oval, August 13, 14, 1888. England won by an innings and 137 runs.


This game it was, more than any other, which took from the Australians their chances of rivalling the fame of the team that came over six years before. If they could have beaten England twice out of three times, the tour would have been regarded in Australia, with a great deal of justice, as a triumph.


The Australians again won the toss, and went in first on a splendid wicket with everything in favour of long scoring. Yet by lunch-time on the first day the match was practically over, and at half-past three the Australians were all out for 80. McDonnell was out in Peel’s first over. Briggs knocked down Trott’s off stump in his first over, and in his next clean-bowled Bonnor. Edwards and Bannerman played very slow cricket indeed, and the score was up to 40 when, in Barnes’s first over, Bannerman was out to a grand one-handed catch by Lohmann in the slips. Seven wickets were down for 50 when the luncheon bell rang, and afterwards the last three wickets put on 30 runs. 


The Englishmen went in shortly before four o’clock, and for a few minutes there was a good deal of anxiety. Grace was easily caught at third man and Ulyett caught at the wicket, two men being out with only six runs on the scoreboard. Directly after this, however, runs came fast, and, thanks chiefly to Abel and Barnes, the score was 185 for five when play ceased for the day.


On Tuesday Abel increased his score to 70, an innings without a fault, which included nine fours as its principal hits. Sugg played very fluky cricket indeed, and Peel was ninth out at 259 for a capital 24. Eventually, the last man Wood played a defensive game while Lohmann gave the spectators a display of brilliant, fast and dashing hitting which has not often been surpassed. He made 62 runs in 55 minutes without a chance or even a bad hit, and yet so freely and vigorously did he score from all the bowlers that his figures included only one single, while there were no fewer than ten fours. This last wicket put on 58 runs, and gave the Englishmen an overwhelming advantage.


The Australians began their second innings with McDonnell scoring 32 out of 34. After his departure the result was only a question of time. The bowling and fielding were exceedingly good, and Wood at the wicket surpassed himself. Although there were one or two mistakes they were not serious, and the Australians were all out for 100, thus being beaten in a single innings with no fewer than 137 runs to spare.


Peel bowled remarkably well, but the feature of the innings was the bowling of Barnes, who in 29 overs took five wickets for 32 runs – a splendid performance with the ground still in excellent condition. The crowd followed the game with great attention, and applauded heartily the few good things that the Australians did, while they naturally and very properly rewarded with the cheers so dear to public men the magnificent all-round cricket of the winners. We have praised the Colonial team for what they did at Lord’s, but the confidence and the abounding energy were this time on the side of England, and it was worth going miles to see how freely and with what skill our representatives acquitted themselves. With McDonnell, Turner, and Blackham taking three of our men’s places, what a wonderful XI of the World could have been formed. 


Toss: Australia. Australia 80 (J. Briggs 5-25) and 100 (W. Barnes 5-32, R. Peel 4-49); England 317 (R. Abel 70, W. Barnes 62, G. A. Lohmann 62*, C. T. B. Turner 6-112).


GREAT BOWLERS OF THE YEAR – JOHNNY BRIGGS


1889 


Johnny Briggs was born at Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, on October 3, 1862. He played in the Colts’ match at Old Trafford in 1879, and appeared for Lancashire that year. He bowls left-hand, and bats right. For several seasons Briggs was known as a very useful batsman, and a wonderful field at cover point; in fact since Mr Royle gave up important cricket there has been no fieldsman equal in celebrity to the popular young Lancastrian. Though he was a useful county bowler his immense ability was not known until the Test match at Lord’s in 1886, when he was put on as first change and took five wickets for 29 runs. Australia had to follow on, and in their second innings Briggs was again successful: altogether in the match he took 11 wickets for 74. From that day down to the present he has been justly regarded as one of the most able and destructive bowlers in the country.


Third Test 
At Manchester, August 30, 31, 1888. England won by an innings and 21 runs.


Although most people had made up their minds as to the relative merits of England and Australia, this match was important as being the rubber game, and interest was heightened when it was seen that the wet weather had come back again, and, therefore, probably the batting of England was less to be depended upon. There had been a great deal of rain just before the contest, and the ground was very soft when play commenced, so that when the Englishmen won the toss, they obtained a great advantage.


The ground could scarcely get better, while it was almost sure to be exceedingly difficult as it dried. This is what really happened, and, after the Englishmen had made a good score under the existing conditions, the Australians were helpless against Peel, with Lohmann and Briggs to help him. Turner at once began to do wonders, as he bowled Abel before a run had been scored, and clean-bowled Ulyett with the first ball he had at him. Walter Read and W. G. Grace then hit freely until at 58 Read was out to a good ball. After this nearly everybody made runs, the champion’s 38 being the highest, and the best innings in the match. Mr Grace was out to a wonderful catch at long-on; Bonnor with the sun in his eyes could not judge the ball properly, but got to it just on the boundary, and made the catch with his right hand high up in the air. Sugg played capital cricket, and so did Barnes; while afterwards, Briggs and Pilling, getting together when nine wickets were down, put on 36 for the last wicket and took the total to 172. The finish of the first day’s play saw the Australian score at 32 for two wickets, McDonnell and Bannerman being out.


On the Friday play started at a quarter past 11, and at five minutes to two the game was over. There was a lot of sunshine, and every minute made the ground more difficult. The best batting in the Australian first innings was that of Lyons, who hit hard and well, and, with Blackham, put on 36 runs. Peel’s bowling was certainly the feature of the innings. He was on all through, and he took seven wickets. He was backed up by some superb fielding. The Colonial team had a minority of 91 against them, and they started at 20 minutes to one o’clock. This innings was one of the most remarkable ever seen in a big match, even allowing that the wicket, bad as it had been before, was now very much worse.


Bannerman was caught at forward point from the first ball, and before a run had been scored McDonnell, in hitting out at Lohmann, was clean-bowled. There was a leg-bye, and then Bonnor placed a ball easily into Grace’s hands, standing in quite close at forward point and taking the ball without any fuss at all. With three men out for a single run, the excitement was tremendous. The score was only seven when Abel and Lohmann cleverly ran Trott out, and, with the total unaltered, the fifth and sixth wickets fell, Lohmann bowling Blackham and Woods at consecutive balls. This start was certainly one of the features of the season. After two runs had been scored, Lyons gave Walter Read at point an easy catch, which was dropped.


The batsmen, after these mistakes, played up with a lot of energy and determination, hitting very hard and scoring fast. They put on 48 in half an hour, before Turner was bowled for a capital 26. Edwards fell to a magnificent left-hand catch by Grace, close to the ground at forward point, and then just before lunch Lyons was bowled, and the last wicket fell, England winning in a single innings. Lyons’s 32 was an excellent display, and his hits on such a wicket and against such bowling deserve a lot of praise.


Peel’s bowling was again very successful, but this time Lohmann and Briggs had a considerable share in the wickets. However, Peel’s performance in the match – 11 for 68 – was altogether admirable. The Australians undoubtedly had the worst of the luck, but England, brilliantly led by W. G. Grace, played a grand game. Notwithstanding the threatening weather on the opening day, 8,080 spectators paid admission at the gates, while on Friday there was a good crowd present in the morning, and it is not too much to say that several thousands more were prepared to go up to the ground in the afternoon from Manchester and the surrounding towns, where the news of the collapse of the Colonial batting created a great deal of excitement. This result gave England the rubber, and was received with extreme satisfaction throughout the country.


Toss: England. England 172 (C. T. B. Turner 5-86); Australia 81 (R. Peel 7-31) and 70 (R. Peel 4-37).


GREAT BOWLERS OF THE YEAR – GEORGE LOHMANN


George Alfred Lohmann was born at Kensington on June 5, 1865, and first played for Surrey in 1884. He is by general consent one of the best bowlers and most accomplished all-round cricketers ever seen, and he fairly challenged comparison with Turner by what he did during 1888. Lohmann and Turner are, indeed, very much alike. They bowl with remarkable skill and judgment; their batting and fielding are invaluable to their side, and they both have that peculiar electrical quality of rising to a great occasion. It has often enough been said of cricketers of proved skill, when they have failed, that the match has been too big for them, but certainly no match was ever too big for George Lohmann or Charles Turner.


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1890


From whatever point of view it is looked at, the seventh tour of Australian cricketers in England can only be regarded as a failure. Though disappointed of the services of Giffen, Moses, and one or two others they would have wished to include, the promoters set out with every confidence of a successful trip, and it certainly did not enter their minds that their campaign would leave them with more defeats than victories. Such, however, was the case, the record standing at 38 matches played, 13 won, 16 lost and nine drawn.


As soon as it was seen that the players were not bearing out the hopes entertained of them, a good deal was said and written about the non-representative character of the team, but it is well to bear in mind that the team included no fewer than nine players who would have had excellent claims to be chosen in absolutely the best XI of Australia – Murdoch, Blackham, Turner, Ferris, Jones, Lyons, Trott, Barrett and Trumble.
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Pioneer keeper: “Black Jack” Blackham made eight tours of England.


The one serious mistake was the selection of K. E. Burn. The Tasmanian player had on many occasions – notably against Mr Vernon’s English XI in 1887–88 – proved himself a capable batsman, but it was as a wicket-keeper that he was chosen, and only when he had accepted the terms offered him and joined the ship at Adelaide was the discovery made that he had never kept wicket in his life. How this ludicrous blunder arose we are quite unable to say, but fortunately for the team the consequences were less serious than they might have been. Blackham, despite the length of his career and the enormous amount of work he has gone through, proved to be in marvellous form, and fairly equalled his exploits of 1880 and 1882.


Naturally a good deal of the interest centred on W. L. Murdoch, who had returned to the game after an absence of about five years, and, as in 1880, 1882 and 1884, was captain of the side. It was rather a risky experiment for the greatest of all Australian batsmen to come back after such a long interval, but the result proved that he had not misjudged his powers. It would be an exaggeration to say that he added anything to the laurels he had gained during his previous trips, but inasmuch as he scored the largest aggregate of runs and came out with the best average, it would be equally wrong to say that he failed. Where Murdoch struck us as having fallen off was in his power of playing on defective wickets. Certainly when the ground was affected by rain he was far less successful than in the earlier part of his career. This may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that he is no longer quite so quick on his legs as he once was.


GREAT WICKET-KEEPERS – J. M. BLACKHAM


John McCarthy Blackham, born on May 11, 1855, does not need any very lengthy notice, his name being a household word with all who take any interest in the game of cricket. By general consent – and speaking for ourselves we entirely agree with the popular verdict – he is the greatest wicket-keeper the world has yet seen. His reputation dates from the appearance on English cricket grounds of the first Australian team in 1878. So fine was the form he showed when keeping to Spofforth, Garrett, Boyle and Allan, that by all English experts his pre-eminent ability was at once admitted, no one being found to question his greatness. Since that first trip Blackham has been a frequent visitor, it being indeed his unique distinction to have been a member of every team that has visited us from the Australian Colonies. During one or two of the later tours he fell a little below his best standard, as it was quite natural he should have done after so many years of hard work; but the season of 1890 found him, in his 36th year, in unimpaired possession of his powers. No one, to our thinking, has ever taken the ball quite so close to the wicket as Blackham, and he was one of the first wicket-keepers who regularly dispensed with a long-stop to fast bowling. In his own style Blackham is remarkable, and many have been the occasions during his various tours in this country on which he has made runs at a pinch, after more orthodox players have failed.


First Test 
At Lord’s, July 21, 22, 23, 1890. England won by seven wickets.


This was emphatically the great match of the tour. No other game was looked forward to so eagerly and to the result of no other game was so much importance attached. The result was a victory for England, but we may state emphatically that scarcely any one of their 38 engagements reflected so much credit on the Australians as this encounter. No side could well have given a better display of bowling and fielding, or striven harder to beat opponents manifestly superior to themselves.


The England XI, if not quite the best in the country, still formed a splendid combination, and the batting can best be judged from the fact that the three last men on the order were Lohmann, Mr MacGregor and Attewell. It was a great compliment to Mr MacGregor to select him as wicket-keeper, but no one disputed that the distinction had been fairly earned by his achievements for Cambridge. It may be said at once that, though he missed one or two difficult chances, he kept wicket magnificently all through, fairly dividing honours with Blackham. In the whole course of the game neither wicketkeeper gave away a single bye.


An immense amount of rain had fallen in London on the Thursday and Friday before the match, but the ground recovered itself far more rapidly than anyone expected, and the wicket – rather slow to begin with – got steadily better and better as the game went on, and was at its best on the concluding day. The Australians, who won the toss, were batting on the Monday from just after 12 o’clock till a quarter to four, for a total of 132. The one feature of the innings was the amazing hitting of Lyons, who in three-quarters of an hour scored 55 out of 66 before being bowled by a yorker. His innings included eight fours.


When England went in the cricket was of the most sensational character, Grace, Shrewsbury, W. W. Read and Gunn – unquestionably the four best bats on the side – being all got rid of for 20 runs. With things looking very black indeed, Maurice Read and Ulyett then, in the course of an hour and a half, against superb bowling and fielding, put on 72. The stand they made, coming when it did, was invaluable, and it would be difficult to praise them beyond their deserts. At the close of play the score was 108 for five wickets, and on Tuesday the innings finished for a total of 173, or 41 runs to the good. The innings lasted four hours and a quarter, and not a single chance was missed. Ulyett’s 74 was a splendid display, only marred by a little unsteadiness towards the close. Lyons bowled with great success on a wicket that was considerably firmer and faster than on the previous day.


Going in for the second time at 20 minutes to two, the Australians were batting all the rest of the afternoon, and at the drawing of stumps had made 168 for nine wickets. Lyons again hit brilliantly, scoring 33 in 25 minutes, but the feature of the day was the wonderful defence of Barrett. On the third morning the Australian innings closed for 176, Barrett, who had gone in first, taking out his bat for 67. He was at the wickets for four hours and 40 minutes. England had 136 to get to win, and with the wicket in capital order there was not much doubt about the task being accomplished. Shrewsbury was out at 27, but Grace and Gunn took the score to 101 and thus practically decided the match. Towards the finish Grace hit magnificently, and his not-out innings of 75 was entirely worthy of his reputation.


Toss: Australia. Australia 132 (J. J. Lyons 55, W. Attewell 4-42) and 176 (J. E. Barrett 67*); England 173 (G. Ulyett 74, J. J. Lyons 5-30) and 137-3 (W. G. Grace 75*).


Second Test 
At The Oval, August 11, 12, 1890. England won by two wickets.


The Surrey committee, through no fault of their own, were unable to secure the England team they would have wished to put into the field, a variety of circumstances occurring to thwart them. Yorkshire retained Ulyett and Peel to play against Middlesex at Bradford, Mr Stoddart preferred to assist the latter county, while Briggs and Attewell were suffering from injuries. Under the circumstances the Surrey executive did the best they could, giving places to three cricketers who had never before had the distinction of representing England against Australia. Mr Cranston had been scoring so well all summer that no one could say he was unworthy of the honour conferred on him, while the only objection to Martin and Sharpe was that for all their fine bowling their presence on the side clearly took away from the batting strength.


The Colonial players had sustained so many defeats that it was unreasonable to expect the same amount of interest that had been excited in previous years by the meeting with England at The Oval, but when the ground was saturated, good judges, remembering what Turner and Ferris are capable of on a damaged wicket, confidently predicted a capital game, and their anticipations were more than realised. The opening day’s play was just what might have been expected after the great amount of rain that had fallen. The ball beat the bat all through the afternoon, and 22 wickets went down for an aggregate score of only 197.


The Australians, who won the toss, and of course took first innings, were batting nearly two hours and a half for a total of 92. This could only be pronounced a poor performance, for several showers had fallen during the morning, and the wicket was by no means so difficult as it afterwards became. A very fine display of batting was given by Trott, who stayed at the wickets an hour and 20 minutes for 39. He was out at last in a curious way, a ball that he played on to his pad running up his arm and being caught wide on the leg side by the wicket-keeper. Martin bowled wonderfully well on his first appearance for England, taking six wickets at a cost of 50 runs. Lohmann, who was inclined to pitch short, probably found the ground too slow for him. England started very badly, Grace being easily caught at slip from the first ball he received, Shrewsbury at the end of half an hour being finely taken at point at ten, and Mr W. W. Read being bowled at 16. If Gunn when two had been caught at slip by Trumble – the ball going right past his hands to the boundary – the four best batsmen would have been out for 19. As it was, Gunn and Mr Cranston carried the score to 55 when the amateur foolishly started for a short run and lost his wicket.


With 70 on the board for four wickets, England looked to have much the best of the game, but on Charlton taking the ball from Turner at 77, the batting broke down completely, the innings being finished off for 100, or only eight runs to the good. With the ground in a very difficult state, the Australians lost Barrett and Ferris in their second innings for five runs, and the second day they stayed in till 25 minutes to two, the last wicket falling for 102, which left England 95 to get. Trott again played much the best cricket on his side and Lyons hit vigorously for 21.


Under ordinary circumstances England’s task would have been an easy one, but with the wicket as it was it was impossible to feel over-confident. Mr Grace ought for the second time in the match to have been caught from the first ball that he received, but Trott at point dropped a ball cut straight into his hands. Despite this lucky let-off, however, the four best England wickets fell for 32, the interest then reaching a very acute point. With 63 wanted, Mr Cranston was joined by Maurice Read, and they made a splendid effort for their side. If, however, with the total at 63 and his own score at 17 Read had been caught by Murdoch at mid-on, the Australians would in all probability have won. As it was, the score had been taken to 83 – only 12 to win with six wickets to fall – when Read was caught at long-on for an invaluable 35. On his dismissal there came a collapse that recalled the great match in 1882, Mr Cranston, Lohmann and Barnes being dismissed in such quick succession that with eight men out two runs were still wanted to win.


Amid indescribable excitement Sharpe became Mr MacGregor’s partner, and five maiden overs were bowled in succession, Sharpe being beaten time after time by balls from Ferris that broke back and missed the wicket. Then at last the Surrey player hit a ball to cover point, but Barrett, who had a chance of running out either batsman, overthrew the ball in his anxiety, and a wonderful match ended in a victory for England.


Toss: Australia. Australia 92 (F. Martin 6-50) and 102 (F. Martin 6-52); England 100 (J. J. Ferris 4-25) and 95-8 (J. J. Ferris 5-49).


Third Test 
At Manchester, August 25, 26, 27, 1890. Abandoned.


The third match was to have been played at Old Trafford, but owing to the persistent bad weather the game had to be abandoned without a ball being bowled. Play was postponed from the first day to the second, and from the second to the third, but it was never found practicable to make a start.


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1891–92


The tour undertaken by Lord Sheffield’s team was in one respect unique. Never before in the history of visits paid by English cricketers to Australia or by Australian cricketers to the mother country had the enterprise been undertaken by a single individual. Inasmuch as two of the three Test matches against Combined Australia ended in defeat, the tour was in one sense a disappointment, but this was only the fortune of war. Moreover, our defeats had one very beneficial effect, the double triumph of the Australians restoring the game to its old place in the affections of the Colonial public. 


Apart from the fact of two of the big matches having been lost, the tour was a great success, Lord Sheffield’s action in arranging the trip, and the manner in which he carried it out, earning unstinted praise. It was understood that the expenses considerably exceeded the receipts, but this was largely due to the liberal scale on which everything was done. That Lord Sheffield was well satisfied with his own reception in Australia was best proved by the fact that he presented a handsome trophy to be competed for by the different Colonies.


Beyond everything else the tour was remarkable for the reappearance in Australia, after an interval of 18 years, of Mr W. G. Grace. When the most famous of all cricketers visited the Colonies in 1873 he was at the very height of his powers, and not a few of his warmest admirers regarded it as rather a hazardous venture on his part to go out again at so late a period of his career. Events proved, however, that Mr Grace’s confidence in himself was not misplaced. He came out at the head of the batting averages. When we remember that he was in his 44th year, and that his position as the finest batsman in the world had been established at a time when all the other members of the team were children, this feat must be pronounced nothing less than astonishing. His only big score was 159 not out against Victoria, but he played most consistently all through the tour, and rarely failed to make runs.


Speaking generally, the side did not quite come up to expectations, the chief fault being a want of steadiness in the batting. On the part of most of the men there was too strong a tendency to force the hitting, and the presence of either Shrewsbury or Gunn [who declined the terms offered – Ed.] would have been invaluable. Still, at times some fine batting was shown, Abel’s innings of 132 not out at Sydney and Mr Stoddart’s 134 at Adelaide being probably equal in quality to anything they have done at home. Lohmann, without being up to his best standard as a bowler, did splendid all-round work, his fielding at cover-slip gaining unbounded admiration from all Colonial critics. 


First Test 
At Melbourne, January 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 1892. Australia won by 54 runs.


This match excited an extraordinary amount of interest. It lasted into the fifth day, and, after a struggle which by general consent had rarely or never been surpassed in the Colonies, was won by the Australians. The Englishmen lost the game on the Tuesday afternoon, when they went in for the last innings with 213 runs wanted to win. With the wicket still in good order they entertained little doubt of accomplishing their task, and when Grace and Stoddart had hit up 60 runs without being separated, Australia’s chance seemed very remote. However, then Grace was caught at mid-off and Stoddart bowled in trying to pull a long-hop. Then came such a collapse that before the drawing of stumps there were seven wickets down. On Wednesday morning the remaining players did their best, but the innings was all over for 158.


In the early stages some fine cricket was shown on both sides. Bruce batted most brilliantly and Bannerman, though his play was intolerably slow to look at, also rendered invaluable service to Australia. His two innings of 45 and 41 lasted respectively three hours and a quarter and four hours. W. G. Grace’s 50 was a capital display, and Bean, in getting the same number, showed better cricket than on any other occasion during the tour. The Australians worked very hard to win and fully deserved their victory.


Turner and Trott bowled admirably in the last innings, but the most sensational piece of bowling was that of McLeod, who, in the Englishmen’s first innings, got rid of Abel, Grace and Stoddart in two overs.


Toss: Australia. Australia 240 (W. Bruce 57, J. W. Sharpe 6-84) and 236 (J. J. Lyons 51); England 264 (W. G. Grace 50, G. Bean 50, R. W. McLeod 5-53) and 158 (C. T. B. Turner 5-51).


Second Test 
At Sydney, January 29, 30, February 1, 2, 3, 1892. Australia won by 72 runs.


The second of the three big matches produced one of the finest performances in the history of Australian cricket, a performance, indeed, fully comparable to the seven-run victory at The Oval in 1882. The Australians proved victorious, and it can safely be said that the records of first-class cricket furnish few instances of a finer uphill game.


Up to the end of the second day everything went in favour of the Englishmen. Thanks to Lohmann’s bowling and Abel’s batting, they gained indeed so commanding an advantage that the match seemed as good as over. The close of an innings on each side had left them with a lead of 162, and the Australians, on going in for the second time, lost Trott’s wicket for a single run. Abel’s superb innings of 132 not out lasted five hours and 25 minutes, and contained 11 fours. Only once before had anyone taken his bat right through the innings in an England and Australia match, the previous instance being Dr Barrett’s performance at Lord’s in 1890.


On Monday, the third day, there came an extraordinary change in the cricket, Lyons, Bannerman, and George Giffen batting with such success that it took the Englishmen all the afternoon to obtain two wickets, the total meanwhile being increased from one to 263. Lyons certainly gave one chance to Abel at slip when he had made 49, and we believe he offered another to the same fieldsman, but otherwise his 134 – which included 16 fours – was a magnificent innings. On the fourth day the weather was unsettled and rain considerably affected the wicket. Everything went wrong with the Englishmen, who made several bad mistakes in the field. The Australians’ innings closed for 391, and the Englishmen, wanting 230 to win, had to go in when the ground was in a very treacherous state. Abel, Bean and Grace were got rid of for 11 runs, and only a downfall of rain prevented further disasters.


The following morning the wicket rolled out much better than anyone could have expected, and the Englishmen still had a chance, Australia’s bowling being weakened by the absence of McLeod, who had been called home by the death of his brother. Giffen and Turner, however, bowled wonderfully well, and despite the very fine batting of Stoddart, the innings was finished off for 156, Australia winning by 72 runs and so gaining the rubber. Bannerman’s innings of 91 had much to do with the victory. Invaluable as it was, however, it would in a match of less interest have thoroughly tired out the spectators. He was actually at the wicket seven hours and 28 minutes. Out of 204 balls bowled at him by Attewell he only scored from five. At the finish of the game, there was a scene of almost indescribable enthusiasm.


Toss: Australia. Australia 144 (G. A. Lohmann 8-58) and 391 (A. C. Bannerman 91, J. J. Lyons 134, W. Bruce 72, J. Briggs 4-69); England 307 (R. Abel 132*, G. Giffen 4-88) and 156 (A. E. Stoddart 69, C. T. B. Turner 4-46, G. Giffen 6-72).


BATSMAN OF THE YEAR – A. E. STODDART


Mr Andrew Ernest Stoddart was born at South Shields on March 11, 1863. The county of Durham can thus boast one of the most brilliant exponents of cricket and rugby football the world has yet seen. Famous cricketers as a rule take to the game very early in life, but Stoddart is a notable exception, for he did not go in seriously for cricket till 1885, when he became associated with the Hampstead Club. That August, he played his first match for Middlesex. A few days later he made it clear that they had found a prize, an innings of 79 at Trent Bridge leaving no doubt as to the exceptional nature of his powers. The highest score he has made in a first-class match was 215 not out for Middlesex against Lancashire at Old Trafford in 1891, and one of his finest performances was in the Centenary match at Lord’s in 1887, when he scored 151 for England against the MCC, putting on 266 for the first wicket with Arthur Shrewsbury. To him moreover belongs the honour of having made the highest individual score on record – 485, for Hampstead against the Stoics in August 1886. At the present day there are few batsmen as good as Stoddart, and certainly none more attractive to look at. He continually gets runs under conditions that find most batsmen at fault, his play both on slow and fiery wickets being quite exceptional. Stoddart paid his first visit to Australia as a member of Mr G. F. Vernon’s team in the autumn of 1887. In the autumn of 1891 he went to the Colonies again with Lord Sheffield’s team.


Third Test 
At Adelaide, March 24, 25, 26, 28, 1892. England won by an innings and 230 runs.


As some compensation for their defeats at Melbourne and Sydney, the Englishmen won in a single innings. It was a brilliant victory, but inasmuch as they batted on a perfect wicket, and the Australians had to go in when the pitch had been ruined by rain, it cannot be pretended that the result represented with any accuracy the merits of the two XIs. In justice to the English team, however, it should be mentioned that before the rain came on they had scored 490 for nine wickets. This being the case, it is not unreasonable to suppose that even had the weather remained fine, the game would still have ended in their favour. Stoddart’s batting and Briggs’s bowling were the features of the game. In scoring 134 Stoddart was at the wickets three hours and 50 minutes, his hits including two fives and 15 fours. He gave three chances, but not one of them was easy, and from first to last he played in his best form. Grace’s 58 was quite faultless, and the only mistake in Peel’s admirable 83 – which lasted three hours – was a hard return to Giffen when he had made 60. Briggs took six wickets in each innings.


Toss: England. England 499 (W. G. Grace 58, A. E. Stoddart 134, J. M. Read 57, R. Peel 83); Australia 100 (J. Briggs 6-49) and 169 (J. Briggs 6-87).


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1893


Had the eighth Australian team come to England with no more preliminary flourish than attended the visits of 1888 and 1890, their record would not have been regarded as at all unsatisfactory. They came, however, as an absolutely representative side, every player except H. Moses having been available for selection, and had of necessity to bear comparison with the great XIs of 1882 and 1884 – teams which, so far at least as this country is concerned, showed Australian cricket at its highest point of development. Judged from this high standard, it cannot be said that the band of players who toured here last summer came up to the sanguine expectations formed of them.


It is more upon their drawn matches that the claims to distinction of this team will rest. Though they had no chance of victory, and would in all likelihood, with the ground as it was, have suffered defeat, they played a very creditable game against England at Lord’s; and at Manchester they did still better. Still, in the only Test match brought to a definite conclusion, the Australians suffered defeat in a single innings. 


Scarcely any previous XI from the Colonies included a larger number of dependable run-getters. Great hopes were built on Giffen and Bruce, whose absence from England in 1888 and 1890 prevented those teams being regarded as really representative of Australian cricket. When, in the third match, Giffen made 180 against Gloucestershire, it seemed as if he were going to play right up to his Australian form, but on the whole, he was a long way from sustaining his reputation as the best of present-day Australian batsmen. The fact of his having to do so much bowling no doubt told considerably against him as a batsman. As a matter of fact he never seemed really comfortable against some of the exceptionally fast bowlers he had to meet, and in ten of the 12 innings in which they were opposed, Richardson got him out.


Most remarkable, however, was the success of Harry Graham. Taking everything into consideration and remembering especially how short had been his experience of first-class cricket in the Colonies, we are inclined to think that no Australian batsman during his first tour in England has played so well. By scoring 219 at Derby Graham had the distinction of the highest innings of the tour, but his greatest triumph was gained at Lord’s, when he made 107 against England. Blessed with any amount of confidence, he showed himself capable of getting runs under all sorts of conditions. His value to the side was much enhanced by his exceptional excellence in the long field.


Blackham captained with zeal, but we doubt if by temperament he is quite fitted for so anxious and onerous a position. We are afraid we must add that his wicket-keeping began to show the effects of time and hard work. The fielding of the team was very uneven – at times brilliant, but on some occasions inexcusably faulty.


First Test 
At Lord’s, July 17, 18, 19, 1893. Drawn.


Despite the moderate record which the Australians had obtained, the first of the representative matches proved quite as attractive as ever, and there was a great gathering at the ground. On a fast wicket the success of England would have been generally anticipated, but so much rain had fallen that the wicket was necessarily very treacherous, and on Monday morning it was known that owing to an injured finger W. G. Grace for the first time since matches between England and Australia had been played in this country would not do battle for the old country. Stoddart captained the England team, and winning the toss was placed in a very awkward position, for with the sun shining and the ground soft, it was obvious that the wicket must improve as time wore on, the question remaining whether he would be justified in putting the other side in.


Few people expected a total of 150, and the performance of the Englishmen in staying at the wickets until after half-past five and scoring 334 was really wonderful. They had a good deal of luck, three or four catches being dropped, but at the same time it was an extraordinary achievement to make so many runs. The honours of the day were divided between Shrewsbury and Jackson, each of whom in a strangely different style was seen to remarkable advantage. Shrewsbury was four hours and ten minutes making 106, Jackson only an hour and three-quarters in scoring 91.


Shrewsbury’s batting was marked by extreme patience, unfailing judgment, and a mastery over the difficulties of the ground, of which probably no other batsman would have been capable. A far greater surprise was the success of Jackson. Everyone felt the Cambridge captain had done sufficiently good work to entitle him to a place in the team, but few indeed could have anticipated that he would triumph so completely over the conditions. He went in when Stoddart and Gunn had been disposed of for 31, but far from being over-anxious from the first played with the utmost confidence, driving everything over-pitched with great power, whilst the way he pulled short-pitched balls to square leg was quite a liberal education. After making 50, he ought to have been caught at mid-on, and he gave two other chances, but his display was one of which any batsman might well have been proud. Jackson hit 13 fours, and Shrewsbury nine. In all they put on 137, and after five wickets had fallen, Flowers assisted Shrewsbury to put on 80 more. Before play ceased the Australians lost Lyons and Giffen for 33.


Cricket on the second day was carried on under far more favourable conditions, the ground having practically recovered from the rain and the bowlers getting very little assistance. The play was naturally very keen on both sides, and the Australians had to work so hard for their runs that only 38 were obtained in the first hour against the admirable bowling of Lockwood. Half the wickets were down for 75, but then came Gregory and Graham’s partnership which completely altered the aspect of the match. These two young cricketers began by making a series of short runs, and obviously upset the fieldsmen by the fearless and rapid manner in which they travelled between the wickets. Very soon, too, the bowlers became anxious, and almost before the spectators could realise it runs were coming at a great pace. So admirably did the two bat that at lunch-time 120 had been added without further loss, and in all the total had reached 217 before Gregory was dismissed. At 264 Graham’s splendid, though by no means faultless, innings was ended by a catch at the wicket. Out of 189 added during his stay, he had made 107, hitting a five and 12 fours. The innings then came to a speedy conclusion, and, although Stoddart was not seen at his best against the bowling of Turner and McLeod, Gunn and Shrewsbury raised the score to 113 before the close.


The two Notts men next morning played a sterling game, running no risks but making good use of such opportunities as presented themselves. In all their partnership produced 152 runs, and but for the rain which interrupted play Shrewsbury would probably have had the unique distinction of scoring two separate hundreds. As it was he was bowled just after play was resumed. Later Wainwright forced the game to good purpose, and at lunch-time the score was up to 234 for eight wickets. A drizzling rain prevented play being resumed, and shortly afterwards it was announced that England had closed their innings. Preparations were made for the Australians, who had 300 to get to win in three hours and three-quarters, to commence their innings. No play, however, was possible, and the game had to be left drawn.


Toss: England. England 334 (A. Shrewsbury 106, Hon. F. S. Jackson 91, C. T. B. Turner 6-67) and 234-8 dec.(A. Shrewsbury 81, W. Gunn 77, G. Giffen 5-43); Australia 269 (S. E. Gregory 57, H. Graham 107, W. H. Lockwood 6-101).


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – THE HON. F. S. JACKSON


1894 


F. Stanley Jackson, whose batting was one of the best features of the 1893 season, was born on November 21, 1870. In the autumn of 1889 Jackson went up to Cambridge, and the following spring quickly made himself certain of his Blue. By 1891, though it was clear he was an all-round cricketer of more than ordinary ability, he had done nothing in first-class company to foreshadow what he has since accomplished. The season of 1892 left him in a far higher position than he had occupied before, but had it been necessary to put the full strength of England into the field, no one would have thought of giving him a place. All the more remarkable, therefore, was his extraordinary development last season as a batsman. His first big match at Cambridge showed he was in splendid form, and he went on playing with such conspicuous success that when it became known that MCC had chosen him for England in the First Test against Australia, satisfaction was expressed on all hands. How abundantly he justified his selection: no one who was so fortunate as to be at Lord’s will ever forget the batting shown by him and Arthur Shrewsbury. Taking into account the importance of the occasion and the condition of the ground, it was some of the most wonderful cricket of the year. Mr Jackson followed up by scoring 103 at The Oval. He has great confidence and splendid hitting power, and on his form of last season is perhaps the best forcing player on the on side now before the public. His Cambridge career is over, but it is to be hoped that Yorkshire may for some time to come enjoy the advantage of his services.


Second Test 
At The Oval, August 14, 15, 16, 1893. England won by an innings and 43 runs.


The game, the only one of the three Test matches brought to a definite issue, proved a great triumph for English cricket, the Australians being beaten by an innings. The proceeds of the match were set apart for the benefit of the popular Surrey batsman Maurice Read, and although the end was reached early on the third day, a sum of £1,200 was, we understand, realised from the gate receipts and the subscription lists.


Again the Englishmen won the toss, but whereas at Lord’s they derived no benefit therefrom, it was a distinct advantage at Kennington Oval. They made splendid use of their opportunity, batting so well on the capital wicket that at the close of the first day they had obtained 378 runs for the loss of only half their wickets. Another admirable commencement was made by Grace and Stoddart, who, beginning shortly after midday, were still together at luncheon, when the score had been carried to 134 – Stoddart 71, Grace 63. Afterwards the total was raised to 151, and then the partnership came to an end. Stoddart was first dismissed, his innings of 83, although marred by a considerable number of more or less easy chances, including some very fine hits. It may be mentioned that during the first hour the ball now and then got up in an awkward style. Before another run had been added Grace was out for a really admirable innings of 68, in making which the famous batsman had displayed some of his highest skill.


Shrewsbury and Gunn put on 49 at a fair pace before Gunn was bowled, middle wicket, and though Ward did not commence too well, he and Shrewsbury gradually wore down the bowling. In all 103 runs were added before Shrewsbury’s fine innings was brought to a close. Ward left soon afterwards, the latter portion of his 55 being characterised by real excellence. Three-quarters of an hour remained, and Jackson and Walter Read knocked the bowling about so freely that 67 more runs were put on before the call of time.


There was another tremendous gathering on the second day, and the success which attended the efforts of the Englishmen was naturally keenly appreciated. Jackson and Read headed the best total previously made by England against Australia – 434 in 1886 at The Oval – and in all put on 131 for the sixth wicket, the total being up to 442 when Read was out for a creditable 52. The last few batsmen did little with Giffen, and when Mold came in Jackson still wanted a single to complete his hundred. There was a most exciting over bowled by Giffen to Jackson, the batsman being in sad difficulties with one or two balls, but at length he lifted one right on to the covered seats, and so achieved the great distinction of making a hundred against Australia. He was directly afterwards run out for a grandly hit innings of 103, which included 13 fours.


The English innings extended over seven hours, and amounted to the huge score of 483. There was an extraordinary breakdown in the batting of the Australians, for after Bannerman and Lyons had put on 30 for the first wicket, seven batsmen were dismissed for an addition of 29 runs. In all the innings occupied only an hour and 40 minutes, the last wicket falling for 91 – a wretchedly poor score, considering that the wicket was fast and true, even allowing for the particularly skilful bowling of Lockwood and Briggs. The Australians followed on, 392 in arrears, and a very different display of batting was given. Bruce went in first with Bannerman, and the play was so free that 54 runs were made in little more than half an hour. Afterwards Giffen and Bannerman, by fine cricket, not only sent up the hundred but raised the score to 126 before Bannerman was out, while at the drawing of stumps 158 had been made for the loss of two wickets.


For some time on Wednesday, although the Australians were in a desperate position, there seemed no slight possibility that they would give the Englishmen a lot of trouble. Indeed, the total reached 340 with only six men out, but then the batting broke down so completely that the innings closed for the addition of nine more runs, and England were left with a single-innings victory. Trott and Graham played a great game, and added 106 for the fifth wicket. Trott, indeed, showed really superb cricket, and probably his 92 was the finest exhibition he has ever given in England. His innings included 17 fours.


Toss: England. England 483 (W. G. Grace 68, A. E. Stoddart 83, A. Shrewsbury 66, A. Ward 55, W. W. Read 52, Hon. F. S. Jackson 103, G. Giffen 7-128); Australia 91 (W. H. Lockwood 4-37, J. Briggs 5-34) and 349 (A. C. Bannerman 55, G. Giffen 53, G. H. S. Trott 92, J. Briggs 5-114, W. H. Lockwood 4-96).


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – GEORGE GIFFEN


1894 


George Giffen, who by general consent has for some time past been regarded as the greatest all-round cricketer yet produced by the Australian Colonies, was born in Adelaide on November 27, 1859, and first came to England in 1882. He was then a young player of comparatively little experience, but though his doings during that memorable tour were by no means exceptional, good judges were almost unanimous in predicting for him a brilliant career. He came again to England in 1884, and it was clear that his powers had considerably developed. Then on his third visit to this country, with the disappointing team that came over in 1886, he met with brilliant success, coming out at the top of the averages both in batting and bowling. He scored 1,454 runs and took 162 wickets.


Meanwhile his performances in Australia were more remarkable than ever, and each succeeding winter we read of his making phenomenal scores for South Australia, and in the same matches taking a very large proportion of the wickets. He did not as a batsman do very much against Lord Sheffield’s team in 1891–92, but so enormous was his reputation that when it became known that he was coming to this country for the fourth time in 1893, the English public naturally expected great things. It would be flattery to pretend, however, that his play came up to anticipation. He bowled very well indeed – better on hard wickets than any other member of the side – but apart from a couple of long innings his batting fell far below his Australian standard. It cannot be said, therefore, that his fourth visit to England added to his reputation. Of course he did a lot of good work, but he did not prove the tower of strength that his friends in South Australia had expected. Still, whatever his shortcomings in 1893, his record during the last ten years in Australia is sufficient to stamp him one of the world’s greatest all-round players.


Third Test 
At Old Trafford, August 24, 25, 26, 1893. Drawn.


When the fixtures were made in the previous December it was distinctly agreed that all the counties should give up whatever men were required for the three Test matches, but unfortunately the arrangement was not adhered to, and in this, the last match of the rubber, F. S. Jackson and the other Yorkshiremen, who might have been included in the England team, were all playing against Sussex at Brighton. Furthermore, Lockwood, owing to a strained leg, could not play, but for all that the side pitted against the Australians was a very powerful one.


There was a surprisingly moderate attendance to witness the opening day, in which the Australians, after totalling 204, got two English wickets down for 54. At the start, Lyons hit out freely, but when he left, Bannerman and Giffen played very cautiously. Four of the best men were out for 73, but then came an invaluable stand by Bruce and Graham, the former playing the most stylish cricket of the day. They added 56 in three-quarters of an hour, and afterwards Trumble and Bruce put on 64 more. Bruce was seventh out at 174 for a grand 68. The innings was then quickly finished off, Richardson showing a very gratifying result for his labours. There was a most disheartening commencement to England’s innings, Grace running out Stoddart before a run had been made. This disaster had a very prejudicial effect upon the batting, which was afterwards marked by extreme care rather than attractiveness. Shrewsbury and Grace looked like playing out time, but shortly before the close Shrewsbury was caught at deep square leg.


Next day there was a tremendously keen struggle. Up to lunch-time the cricket was perhaps open to the charge of dullness, but afterwards it became brilliant and exciting, the skilful batting of the Englishmen finding its counterpart in the smart fielding and steady bowling of the Colonials. Grace and Gunn began well, carrying the score to 73 before Grace was bowled off his pads, but then came a particularly stern fight. Giffen and Turner pitched very short to Gunn, who ran no risks, and it took him and Ward three-quarters of an hour to add 20. Read, too, stayed for some time, but just when he appeared likely to score well, he was out to a good ball, and half the wickets were down for 112. Brockwell remained with Gunn, and at lunch-time the score was 145 for six. So far nearly two hours and a half had been occupied in making 91 runs, but afterwards the game underwent a remarkable change, 98 being obtained in an hour and a half.


Briggs did little, but Gunn hit out in grand form, and the crowd became quite enthusiastic when there seemed a prospect of the Australians’ score being headed. Before this was achieved, however, MacGregor was out, but Richardson rendered Gunn valuable assistance, helping to put on 42. Mold, who came in before Gunn had reached his hundred, succeeded in keeping up his wicket until he had achieved that great feat. The innings came to an end immediately afterwards, Gunn carrying out his bat for 102, a really grand innings, lasting four hours and ten minutes. The arrears were cleared off without loss, Lyons making 33 out of 56 in 35 minutes, and when play ceased the score was 93 for three.


On the Saturday the weather was not so favourable, but the wicket lasted very well. The Australians had four men out for 99, but then Bruce joined Bannerman and hit so brilliantly that 54 runs were obtained in 40 minutes. Just afterwards Bannerman was very badly missed at slip at 50, but there were eight wickets down for 182. Then there was a distinct chance of the Englishmen winning, but Turner and Blackham batted with great pluck, and before the innings closed a victory for England was practically impossible. Bannerman deserved great praise for his 60, in making which he was at the wickets three hours and 55 minutes.


England had 198 runs to get to win, and only two hours and a quarter remained. Grace and Stoddart made no attempt to hit off the runs. Together they put on 78 for the first wicket, and within half an hour of the close the hundred went up with only one man out. At the finish England had six wickets to fall and wanted 80 to win, the draw being rather in favour of the old country.


Toss: Australia. Australia 204 (W. Bruce 68, T. Richardson 5-49, J. Briggs 4-81) and 236 (A. C. Bannerman 60, T. Richardson 5-107); England 243 (W. Gunn 102*, G. Giffen 4-113) and 118-4.


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1894–95


It is perfectly safe to say that since the visit of George Parr’s XI in 1863 –64 no tour of English cricketers in Australia has been from every point of view more brilliantly successful than that of Mr Stoddart’s team. The players returned home loaded with honours and delighted with their trip. They had abundant reasons for satisfaction, inasmuch as in the contests with Australia they had won the rubber by three matches to two.


To these Test games everything else in the tour was subordinated. Never, probably, have five matches excited more widespread interest. They drew such crowds of people to the Australian grounds that the Melbourne Club and the trustees of the Sydney Ground, under whose joint auspices the tour was undertaken, divided between them a profit of about £7,000. In England the interest was greater than had ever been felt in matches played away from our own shores, the enterprise of the Pall Mall Gazette, in arranging when the big matches were in progress for long cable messages, keeping lovers of the game in closer touch with cricket in Australia than they had ever been before. It so happened that after England had been victorious at Sydney and Melbourne the Australians won at Adelaide and Sydney, the rubber thus depending on the fifth and last match. This conquering game was won by Mr Stoddart’s team, a wonderful display of batting by Brown and Ward in the last stage of the contest giving them the victory. The excitement in London when the result came to hand could scarcely have been greater if the match had been played at Lord’s or The Oval.


This was undoubtedly a fine side, though in the absence of Mr W. G. Grace, Mr F. S. Jackson, Gunn and one or two others, it could not be said to fully represent England. This being the case, the triumphant result was all the more gratifying. Lockwood, who ought to have been the best all-round man, failed disastrously both as bowler and batsman. Brockwell, too, though not altogether unsuccessful, was very far indeed from keeping up the reputation he had established in England in 1894. 


As a set-off against all these shortcomings, however, Mr Stoddart himself, Mr MacLaren, Brown and Ward batted superbly; and Richardson, Peel and Briggs did capital work with the ball. Indeed, it was Richardson’s wonderful bowling that first made victory probable in the last Test match. In the interest of his side Mr Stoddart played a safer and more cautious game than he has ever adopted in England, and as the reward of his self-denying patience had the satisfaction of being at the top of the batting. His highest and best innings was 173 against Australia at Melbourne. 


The First Test was in some respects the most extraordinary in the history of the game. The Australians lost by ten runs, after a first innings of 586, and the aggregate score of 1,514 runs was without precedent in first-class cricket. Only a night’s rain when Australia had the match in hand gave the Englishmen a chance of victory, but all the same it was a wonderful win, Peel’s bowling on the saturated pitch being unplayable. Mr Stoddart managed his team all through the tour with unfailing tact, and gained greater popularity than any previous English captain in the Colonies.


YOUNG BATSMAN OF THE SEASON – A. C. MACLAREN


1895 


Mr A. C. MacLaren, who was born on December 1, 1871, came prominently before the public while still very young, appearing for Harrow against Eton at Lord’s in 1887, when less than 16 years of age. So great was his natural aptitude, however, and so carefully had he been coached, that even then he was, as far as his physical means permitted, a finished batsman. On the strength of his fine batting for Harrow, he was tried for Lancashire, and in his first county match – against Sussex at Brighton, in August 1890 – he played a splendid innings of 108. Other players have got into three figures in their first county engagement, but we question if the feat had ever been done before by a batsman coming straight from a public-school XI. Since he left school his powers have ripened less quickly than might have been expected, but he is now unquestionably in the front rank of English batsmen. His style is perhaps not quite so pretty to look at as in his schooldays, but he has great resources, being able to play with almost equal success, according to circumstances, a cautious or a brilliant game. Over and above his batting, he is an exceptionally good field, standing generally in the slips or at mid-off. 


First Test 
At Sydney, December 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 1894. England won by ten runs.


This was probably the most sensational match ever played in either Australia or England. Going in first, the Australians made a poor start, losing three wickets – all bowled down by Richardson – for 21 runs. Iredale and Giffen, however, put on 171 for the fourth wicket, and Giffen and Gregory 139 for the fifth. Giffen’s splendidly played 161 lasted a little over four hours and a quarter. At the close of the first day the score stood at 346 for five, and in the end the total reached 586, Gregory and Blackham scoring 154 together for the ninth wicket. In recognition of his wonderful innings of 201 a collection was made for Gregory, the sum subscribed on the ground amounting to £103.


In face of a score of 586 the Englishmen had a dismal prospect, but they set to work with the utmost resolution and kept the Australians in the field from Saturday afternoon till the following Wednesday. Still, though they ran up totals of 325 and 437 – Ward taking the chief honours in each innings – they only set Australia 177 to get. At the close of the fifth day 113 had been scored for two wickets, and the match looked all over. Drenching rain in the night, however, followed by bright sunshine, completely altered the condition of the ground, and Peel – well backed up by Briggs – proved so irresistible that the Englishmen gained an astonishing victory by ten runs.


Australia v England 1894–95
At Sydney, December 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 1894. Result: England won by ten runs.


First Test
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Second Test 
At Melbourne, December 29, 31, 1894, January 1, 2, 3, 1895. England won by 94 runs.


The second of the Test matches resulted in a well-earned win for the Englishmen. On the opening day the wicket was in a very bad state from the recent rain, and Giffen put England in. His policy proved a wise one, the innings being finished off in two hours for 75. The wicket had considerably improved when Australia went in, but Richardson bowled so finely that before the end of the afternoon they were all out for 123, or only 48 to the good. A dry Sunday allowed the ground to recover, and the Englishmen in their second innings batted under the most favourable conditions. It was not until the fourth day was well advanced that they were got rid of, the total reaching 475. Mr Stoddart, risking nothing, played a great game for his side, his 173 lasting five hours and 20 minutes. Australia wanted 428 to win, and when on the fourth day 190 went up with only one wicket down, the chances seemed against the Englishmen. Brockwell’s bowling, however, brought about a sudden change, and with several batsmen failing, the score for nine wickets was only 268. It then seemed as though the match would soon be over, but Iredale and Turner added 60 runs together and played out time. On the fifth morning, the end came in the second over, Iredale being bowled by Peel.


Toss: Australia. England 75 (C. T. B. Turner 5-32) and 475 (A. E. Stoddart 173, R. Peel 53, G. Giffen 6-155); Australia 123 (T. Richardson 5-57) and 333 (G. H. S. Trott 95, W. Bruce 54, F. A. Iredale 68, R. Peel 4-77).


Third Test 
At Adelaide, January 11, 12, 14, 15, 1895. Australia won by 382 runs.


On no occasion during the tour were the Englishmen so completely outplayed on a hard wicket as in the third of the five Test matches. In face of a modest score of 238, they only just escaped following on, and in the end were beaten by 382 runs, their only excuse being that the intense heat at Adelaide robbed them of sleep and put them completely off their form. The all-round cricket of Albert Trott and a splendid innings of 140 by Iredale were the features of the match. Iredale was at the wicket for four hours, and in addition to scoring 110 runs without being out, Trott had the remarkable analysis in the second innings of eight wickets for 43 runs [by the end of 2008 still the best figures of any bowler on Test debut – Ed.] .


Toss: Australia. Australia 238 (G. Giffen 58, T. Richardson 5-75) and 411 (W. Bruce 80, F. A. Iredale 140, A. E. Trott 72*, R. Peel 4-96); England 124 (G. Giffen 5-76, S. T. Callaway 5-37) and 143 (A. E. Trott 8-43). 


Fourth Test 
At Sydney, February 1, 2, 4, 1895. Australia won by an innings and 147 runs.


The Fourth Test resulted in a win for Australia by an innings. Recent rain had so much affected the ground that Mr Stoddart, on winning the toss, put the Australians in. Up to a certain point his policy was quite successful, six wickets falling for 51, but some wonderful hitting by Graham, combined with several blunders in the field, entirely altered the situation. Albert Trott, as at Adelaide, hit very finely, and the innings which had opened so badly did not close till the total had reached 284. Owing to wretched weather play was impossible on the second day, and whatever chance the Englishmen might have had was destroyed. On the Monday, on a terribly difficult wicket, they were helpless against Turner and Giffen, and suffered an overwhelming defeat.


Toss: England. Australia 284 (H. Graham 105, A. E. Trott 85*, J. Briggs 4-65); England 65 and 72 (G. Giffen 5-26, C. T. B. Turner 4-33).


Fifth Test 
At Melbourne, March 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 1895. England won by six wickets.


As was only natural, with the record standing at two victories each, the fifth and last of the Test matches excited enormous interest. Indeed, it may be questioned whether any previous game in the Colonies had ever aroused such intense and widespread excitement. Numbers of people journeyed thousands of miles in order to be in Melbourne on the all-important occasion. The Australians, after anxious deliberations as to the constitution of their team, decided to leave out Turner and play Lyons. For this they were severely blamed after the match; but the fact should be borne in mind that Turner during the season had met with little or no success on hard wickets. Mr Stoddart’s team gained a brilliant and remarkable victory for England. It was only, however, after a desperate and protracted struggle that this result was arrived at, the game lasting well into the fifth day.


From first to last the match was played on a perfectly true wicket, which gave no advantage to one side over the other. The Australians, who had the good fortune to win the toss, led off in splendid style, scoring on the opening day 282 runs for four wickets. Darling and Gregory, not out with 72 and 70 respectively, were soon got rid of on the second morning, but the total reached 414. In face of this big score the Englishmen made 385, MacLaren and Peel playing very finely and putting on 162 for the fifth wicket. The Australians opened their second innings well, but on the fourth day, when a dust storm caused considerable discomfort both to players and spectators, Richardson bowled superbly, and they were all out for 267. This left Mr Stoddart’s team 297 to get to win, and it was anybody’s match.


At the close the score stood at 28 for one, and to the dismay of the Englishmen, Mr Stoddart was lbw first ball next morning. The position was desperate, but at this point Ward and Brown made the stand which, if they are never to do anything more, will suffice to keep their names famous. By wonderful batting – Ward’s patient defence being scarcely less remarkable than Brown’s brilliant hitting – they put on 210, their partnership practically ensuring the success of their side. After the fourth wicket had fallen, the end soon came, MacLaren and Peel being in at the finish. Though the spectators were greatly disappointed, they cheered the Englishmen most heartily. 


Australia v England 1894–95
At Melbourne, March 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 1895. Result: England won by six wickets.


Fifth Test
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ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1896


Though they did not succeed in winning the rubber, the team of 1896 recovered for Australian cricket an amount of prestige such as had not been enjoyed since the great tours of 1882 and 1884. When the players set sail some critics were far from hopeful as to their prospects, but the results were sufficient to prove that even the best experts may at times go astray in their judgment.


To a very large extent the improvement was, we think, due to the change in the leadership. Trott was by no means anxious for the post, but almost from the first match it was clear that he was in every way fitted for it. Blessed with a temper that nothing could ruffle, he was always master both of himself and his team. More than that his judgment in changing the bowling was rarely or never at fault.


Allowing for their natural disappointment at losing the rubber with England, the Australians have abundant reason to congratulate themselves. They had the satisfaction of beating England at Manchester and in not one of their matches with the counties did they suffer defeat, rivalling the famous team of 1882.


When the best XI went into the field, the only thing really lacking was a fearless hitter of the type of Massie, Lyons, or the late Percy McDonnell. It was urged that the batting was apt to become monotonous, many of the batsmen playing with far more steadiness than is necessary on perfect wickets. The charge was well founded, the batting on many occasions being uniformly careful in character. The explanation of this is very simple. Of the 14 players who made up the team, only five had been to England before, and the others had only played at home, where big matches are fought out to a definite issue. Time being a matter of no importance, batsmen get into the habit of risking nothing, and the result is that their careful methods often beget tedious cricket.


There was not a bowler of quite the same class as Spofforth, Palmer, Turner and Ferris, no batsman to compare with W. L. Murdoch as we knew him in 1882 and 1884, and Kelly, though a highly competent wicket-keeper, did not come within measurable distance of Blackham. Still the side played so well together and maintained such a high standard of skill at all points as to form a truly formidable combination.


Hill, the youngest member of the team, had some failures, but for all that his first trip to England was a brilliant success, and we shall no doubt see him again. He is a left-handed batsman of an entirely different style to Darling, lacking that player’s driving powers, and getting most of his runs on the leg side.


The surprising point was the bowling. It is no exaggeration to say that nine out of ten English cricketers thought it would be the weak point, and that for its sustained excellence no one was quite prepared. There was of course Giffen, but, for all his skill and knowledge, there was no reason to suppose he would be more effective at 37 than in his younger days. But Jones’s tremendous pace made him from the start very effective; Giffen showed no falling-off; and Trumble, for the first time in three visits to England, was able to inspire our batsmen with a feeling of apprehension. At first, it is true, McKibbin was a failure, but once he ran into form he did great things, the amount of work he got on the ball on the wet wickets in August being almost incredible.


There is one thing left to be said and that unfortunately is not of a pleasant nature. Up to last season one of the special virtues of Australian bowling was its unimpeachable fairness. Despite the evil example set by many English throwers, team after team came over without a bowler to whose delivery exception could have been taken, but unhappily things are no longer as they once were. We have not the least hesitation in saying that a fast bowler with the action of Jones, or a slow bowler with a delivery so open to question as McKibbin, would have found no place in the earlier XIs that came to England. Jones’s bowling is, to our mind, radically unfair, as we cannot conceive a ball being fairly bowled at the pace of an express train with a bent arm. As was only natural in the case of a slow bowler McKibbin’s action was less talked about, but there can be little doubt that he continually threw his off-break.


First Test 
At Lord’s, June 22, 23, 24, 1896. England won by six wickets.


The first of the three Test matches proved an enormous attraction. On the opening day no fewer than 25,414 people paid for admission. The full attendance was estimated at nearly 30,000, but while this great crowd was in itself a compliment to the Australians it had a grave disadvantage. The field of play was seriously encroached upon, and a good many of the people saw very little of the cricket. Under the circumstances it would hardly be fair to criticise the conduct of those present, but there was certainly an absence of the quiet and decorum usually characteristic of Lord’s.


For two days the match was favoured with delightful weather, but the condition changed on the third morning. The match was the most sensational of the whole tour, fortunes changing in a fashion that was quite bewildering. Trott had the good fortune to win the toss, and when his side went in on a perfect wicket a score of at least 250 was confidently expected. To the amazement of everyone, the Australians failed in a fashion that has seldom been seen on a dry true pitch, being all got rid of by Richardson and Lohmann in an hour and a quarter for 53. The Surrey bowlers did wonders, but lack of nerve must have been largely answerable for such an astounding collapse.


England went in soon after half-past one, and when time was called had scored 286 for eight. This was a very fair performance, but at one time something much bigger seemed in prospect, 250 being on the board with only four men out. It must be admitted that the bowlers were far from fortunate in the support they received, Abel being palpably missed in the slips when nine, and W. G. Grace let off at long-on at 51. Abel, apart from his one chance, played a splendid innings. He hit 13 fours, and was at the wickets three hours. Jackson, who in brilliant style scored 44 out of 69, palpably gave away his innings. The encroachment of the crowd prevented Darling catching him and, at once, he gave the fieldsman a second opportunity.


The attendance on the second day was only half as large, a great many evidently thinking the match as good as over. Those who stayed away missed some of the finest cricket of the whole season. England’s innings was quickly finished off for 292, and then the Australians, with a balance of 239 against them, went in again. The early play suggested a repetition of Monday’s breakdown, Darling and Eady being got rid of for three runs. Giffen and Trott, however, stayed together at a critical time and carried the score to 62. Then Gregory and Trott resisted the bowling for nearly two hours and three-quarters, putting on no fewer than 221 runs. So far as could be seen, neither gave a chance, but the English players were positive that Trott, when 61, was caught by Hayward in the slips. Gregory hit 17 fours in his 103, and Trott struck 24 fours in his 143. When Gregory left the Australians were 44 ahead with six wickets to fall, and England’s position was certainly an anxious one. Richardson and Hearne, however, bowled in splendid form, and the innings ended for 347, the last six wickets having gone down for 64.


England wanted only 109 to win, and at the close they had scored 16 for the loss of Abel’s wicket. Had the ground remained firm and dry, the finish would no doubt have been uneventful, but rain quite altered the condition of the pitch, and the Englishmen had a vastly more difficult task than expected. Thanks chiefly to Brown and Stoddart, they hit off the runs for the loss of four wickets, but it might have gone desperately hard with them if the Australians had accepted all the chances offered. Kelly, standing back to Jones’s bowling, was especially at fault.


Toss: Australia. Australia 53 (T. Richardson 6-39) and 347 (G. H. S. Trott 143, S. E. Gregory 103, T. Richardson 5-134, J. T. Hearne 5-76); England 292 (W. G. Grace 66, R. Abel 94) and 111-4.


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – K. S. RANJITSINHJI


1897 


Kumar Shri Ranjitsinhji, the young batsman who has in the course of four seasons risen to the highest point of success and popular favour, was born on September 10, 1872. It was in 1892 that the English public first heard his name, and there is little doubt that he ought that year to have been included in the Cambridge XI. The authorities perhaps found it hard to believe that an Indian could be a first-rate cricketer. However, Ranjitsinhji’s opportunity came in 1893 when, in his last year at the university, he gained a place in the XI. For the immense advance he showed in 1895, it is safe to say that very few people were prepared. In the first-class averages he ran a desperately close race with A. C. MacLaren and W. G. Grace, scoring 1,775 runs with the splendid average of 49. Then last season he scored more runs in first-class matches than had ever been obtained by any batsman in one season, beating Mr Grace’s remarkable aggregate of 2,739 in 1871. As a batsman Ranjitsinhji is himself alone, being quite individual and distinctive in his style of play. He can scarcely be pointed to as a safe model for young and aspiring batsmen, his peculiar and almost unique skill depending in large measure on extreme keenness of eye, combined with great power and flexibility of wrist. For any ordinary player to attempt to turn good-length balls off the middle stump would be futile and disastrous. To Ranjitsinhji on a fast wicket, however, everything seems possible, and if the somewhat too freely used word “genius” can with any propriety be employed in connection with cricket, it surely applies to the young Indian’s batting.


Second Test 
At Manchester, July 16, 17, 18, 1896. Australia won by three wickets.


This was in many ways one of the most remarkable matches of the season, for though England were defeated at the finish, the two best performances of the game were accomplished for them, Ranjitsinhji playing perhaps the greatest innings of his career, and Richardson bowling in a style he has seldom approached. The game at Manchester was awaited with unusual interest, owing mainly to the fact that the Australians from the time of their defeat at Lord’s had been showing vastly improved form.


The match proved a great attraction on the first two days, and the attendance on the third only suffered from the fact that the Englishmen seemed in a hopeless position. As it turned out, however, the last day’s cricket was the most remarkable of all, and those who had the good fortune to be present are never likely to forget it.


With the ground in such excellent condition for run-getting it was a fortunate circumstance for Trott to win the toss, and his team made admirable use of their opportunity. Richardson often puzzled the batsmen, and was many times unlucky in just failing to hit the wicket, but on the whole the bowling looked anything but deadly, and the Australians started so well that they seemed, in the first three hours, to have rendered themselves practically secure against defeat. Iredale played a beautiful innings of 108, and so excellent was the assistance afforded him by Giffen, Trott and Darling that at one time the score stood at 294 with only three men out. At this point the prospects of the Englishmen were particularly gloomy, but Richardson came with a fine effort, and before the call of time, eight wickets were down for 366.


On the following morning, thanks to a useful stand by Kelly and McKibbin, the total was carried to 412. With the conditions still most favourable and the wicket practically as good as ever, it seemed quite possible that the Englishmen would get very near to their opponents’ total, but with a few exceptions the batting was particularly feeble and the whole side were out for 231. Trott changed his bowling with remarkable skill and judgment, and it was quite a stroke of genius to go on first himself with Jones. He easily got rid of Grace and Stoddart, thus giving his side the good start they so needed. Ranjitsinhji and Lilley played exceedingly well, but the other batting was certainly unworthy of the picked representatives of the old country.


England had to follow on against a majority of 181, and the start of their second innings was disappointing, as four of the best wickets fell before the drawing of stumps for 109. At the close of the second day, therefore, the Englishmen with six wickets to go down were still 72 behind, and nothing seemed less likely than that they would, before the end of the game, hold practically a winning position. Such however proved to be the case, the Englishmen playing a wonderful uphill game and struggling hard.


Much depended upon Ranjitsinhji, and the famous young Indian fairly rose to the occasion, playing an innings that could, without exaggeration, be fairly described as marvellous. He very quickly got set again, and punished the bowlers in a style that, up to that period of the season, no other batsman had approached. He repeatedly brought off his wonderful strokes on the leg side, and for a while had the bowlers quite at his mercy. Could the other batsmen have rendered him any material assistance, there is no saying to what extent the total might have been increased, but as it was, there was no other score higher than 19. Ranjitsinhji’s remarkable batting, and the prospect of England after all running their opponents close, worked the spectators up to a high pitch of excitement, and the scene of enthusiasm was something to be remembered when the Indian cricketer completed the first hundred hit against the tourists.


MacLaren, Lilley and Hearne all tried hard to keep up their wickets for Ranjitsinhji, but Briggs after making 16 could not resist the temptation of jumping out to try and drive a slow ball from McKibbin. The innings came to an end for 305, Ranjitsinhji carrying his bat for 154. It is safe to say that a finer or more finished display had never been seen on a great occasion, for he never gave anything like a chance, and during his long stay the worst that could be urged against him was that he made a couple of lucky snicks. He was at the wickets for three hours ten minutes, and among his hits were 23 fours, five threes and nine twos.


The Australians were left with 125 to get, and with the ground showing very few signs of wear, most people looked forward to seeing them hit off for the loss of perhaps three or four batsmen. As it turned out, the Australians had many very anxious moments, Richardson making a magnificent effort, which was quite worthy of comparison with Ranjitsinhji’s batting earlier in the day. Almost before one could realise what was happening, four of the best wickets had fallen for 45, and with the prospect of a keenly exciting finish, the remainder of the game was watched with breathless interest.


Another failure for the Colonials might have had the most serious results, but Gregory and Donnan played with splendid nerve at the critical time, and the score reached 79 before Gregory was caught at short leg for an invaluable 33. Still the match was far from over. Donnan was out at 95 and Hill at 100, the position being that the Australians, with three wickets to fall, wanted 25 to win. With Richardson bowling in his finest form, and nearly all the best batsmen gone, the Englishmen at this point seemed to have actually the best of the game, and the excitement was intense.


Everything rested upon Trumble and Kelly, and it would be difficult to speak too highly of how they got through a terribly trying ordeal. The bowling was so good that they could only score at rare intervals, and generally by singles, but they surely and slowly placed their side on the high road to victory. When only nine were required to win, Lilley, who up to that time had kept wicket absolutely without a mistake, failed to take a chance from Kelly. Had this come off, there is no saying what might have happened, but as it was Trumble and Kelly hit off the remaining runs, and a splendid match ended in favour of the Australians. Some idea of the excellence of the bowling may be gathered from the fact that the last 25 runs took an hour to obtain.


There was a scene of great enthusiasm at the finish, the Australians being received with a heartiness that reflected great credit on the Manchester public. Richardson, who bowled for three hours without sending down one really loose ball, took six for 76, and conceding that the ground scarcely afforded him any assistance, it is safe to say he has never accomplished a finer performance. In the whole match he bowled 110 overs and three balls, and took 13 wickets at a cost of 244 runs.


Toss: Australia. Australia 412 (F. A. Iredale 108, G. Giffen 80, G. H. S. Trott 53, T. Richardson 7-168) and 125-7 (T. Richardson 6-76); England 231 (K. S. Ranjitsinhji 62, A. F. A. Lilley 65*) and 305 (K. S. Ranjitsinhji 154*).


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – TOM RICHARDSON


Thomas Richardson was born at Byfleet on August 11, 1870. He first found a place in the Surrey XI in 1892, when Surrey wound up by beating Notts for the Championship. It cannot do Richardson any harm now to say that when he first came into important cricket, his delivery was, to say the least of it, dubious. The fact that he went through the tour of Australia in 1894-95 without, so far as we have heard, his action being even questioned, is the best proof of the alteration in his style. The 1893 season took him to the top of the tree and he has from that time been the first of English bowlers. Lohmann’s enforced absence through illness gave him a great opportunity, and he emphatically made the most of it, taking 99 wickets in the County Championship for something over 14 runs each, and coming out in the first-class averages with a record of 174 wickets at an average of 15.70. Since then he has never looked back, his greatest season being that of 1895, when in first-class matches he took the almost unprecedented number of 290 wickets for less than 15 runs each. His greatest feats last summer were performed in the England matches at Lord’s and Manchester. On the last day at Old Trafford he bowled unchanged for three hours, and nearly won a match in which England had followed on. It is generally agreed that no bowler with the same tremendous speed has ever possessed such a break from the off. No professional cricketer in England enjoys greater popularity with the general public and among his brother players. 


Third Test 
At The Oval, August 10, 11, 12, 1896. England won by 66 runs.


The third and conquering Test match was preceded by a regrettable incident which for a time caused intense excitement in the cricket world. The Surrey committee, after much deliberation, chose nine cricketers as certainties for the England XI, and four others amongst whom the last two places were to be filled. Early in the week previous to the match, however, they received a letter signed by Lohmann, Gunn, Abel, Richardson and Hayward, in which they demanded £20 each for their services. £10 per man had been paid to the professionals at Lord’s and Manchester, and the Surrey committee, without going into the question of whether £20 was an excessive fee on an occasion of such importance, declined point-blank to be dictated to. It is betraying no secret to say that they felt greatly aggrieved, on the eve of the most important match of the season, at being placed in a difficulty by four of their own professionals. However, they did not hesitate as to the course to be pursued, at once taking steps to secure the best possible substitutes for the revolting players. Friendly counsels, however, were soon at work, and on the evening of August 8 Abel, Hayward, and Richardson withdrew from the position they had taken up. After a good deal of deliberation, it was agreed that they should play. Lohmann did not, but later made his peace with Surrey.


Happily the match passed off in the pleasantest fashion, and proved a complete success. Played on a wicket ruined by rain, it produced some startling cricket, and was in the end won by England, the old country thus securing the rubber. Rain on the first day delayed the start until five minutes to five, and with the ground by no means so difficult as it became on the following day, England profited to a considerable extent by having won the toss. They started well, and at the close had scored 69 for one.


The second day was fine, and up to a certain point, England did very well, but after having had 113 on the board with only three wickets down, they were all out for 145. Trumble, after crossing over to the Pavilion end, bowled nine overs for ten runs and five wickets. Darling and Iredale made a wonderful start for the Australians, and when, with a little luck, the score reached 70 without a wicket, they seemed to have more than made up for the disadvantage of losing the toss. However, a foolish attempt to get a fifth run for a hit of his partner’s cost Iredale his wicket at 75, and then, thanks chiefly to Hearne’s fine bowling, such an astonishing change came over the game that the innings was finished off for 119, or 26 runs behind. England had a terribly difficult pitch to bat on, and at the close of play, five wickets were down for 60.


It was anybody’s game on the third morning, everything depending on the condition of the ground. It was freely predicted that the wicket would improve, but such was far from being the case, it being perhaps more difficult than ever. England’s innings was finished off for 84, the Australians being left with 111 to get. This task they commenced shortly before half-past 12, the excitement being at a very high pitch. In the second over, before a run had been scored, Darling was bowled, and then things went from bad to worse, the climax being reached when the seventh wicket fell at 14. All this time, Hearne and Peel had bowled in wonderful form. The ninth wicket was lost at 25, and England had the game in their hands, but McKibbin, by some plucky hitting, delayed the end, the total having reached 44 when Abel caught him most brilliantly at slip with one hand. Thus, amidst great enthusiasm, England won the match and the rubber.


Toss: England. England 145 (H. Trumble 6-59) and 84 (H. Trumble 6-30); Australia 119 (J. T. Hearne 6-41) and 44 (J. T. Hearne 4-19, R. Peel 6-23).


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – HUGH TRUMBLE


1897 


Hugh Trumble was born on May 12, 1867, and paid his first visit to England with the team of 1890. It can scarcely be said that during that tour – the least successful the Australians have ever had – he made any very deep impression. His high-delivery medium-pace bowling struck English batsmen as lacking both sting and variety, and at the end of the trip he could only point to a modest record, being completely overshadowed by Turner and Ferris. Trumble made ample amends when he came here again in 1893. In every respect he was a vastly better man than he had been three years before. Dividing the bowling pretty equally with Turner and Giffen, he took 123 wickets with an average of 16.48. As a batsman his advance was just as remarkable. Still, it was not until his third visit that Trumble convinced Englishmen he was entitled to rank among the great bowlers of Australia. On paper he did not do very much better than in 1893, but there can be no doubt that he proved himself a far finer bowler. When the rain came in August his bowling was deadly, a fact of which England at The Oval had especially convincing evidence. His strength lay in the combination of spin and extreme accuracy of pitch. Always the same, whether on the winning or the losing side, he is one of the most popular of Australian cricketers.
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Hugh Trumble: 141 wickets against England, including two hat-tricks – one of them in his final Test.


AUSTRALIA V ENGLAND 1897–98


To speak the plain truth there has not for a very long time been anything so disappointing as the tour of Mr Stoddart’s team in Australia. They left full of hope that the triumph of three years before would be repeated, but came home a thoroughly beaten side. Five Test matches were played against the full strength of Australia, and of these the Englishmen only won the first, severe defeats being suffered in the other four.


This was a poor record indeed for a team of which so much was expected, and on the admission of Mr Stoddart himself, it was due to the vastly better cricket shown by the Australians. The Colonial players were much more consistent in batting and far superior in bowling. While admitting this, however, one cannot believe that the Englishmen played up to their home form. MacLaren and Ranjitsinhji batted magnificently; Storer and Hayward played many fine innings; and J. T. Hearne bowled with a steadiness beyond all praise; but the men as an XI never got really to their best. Richardson was rarely in any way the Richardson of Kennington Oval or indeed of the previous tour.


It must be said that the team had some misfortunes to contend against. Ranjitsinhji, though he made many runs, suffered a great deal from bad health and Stoddart was utterly out of form. An attack of influenza, the anxieties of captaining a losing side, and the shock caused by the news of his mother’s death combined to spoil his cricket. The one who had the best cause to look back upon the trip with satisfaction was MacLaren. No English batsman – not even Arthur Shrewsbury – has ever played more splendidly in the Colonies.


There was some little unpleasantness during the tour, Mr Stoddart complaining bitterly of the “barracking” by a section of the crowds, but on such points as these there is no need to dwell at any length. The financial success was immense, the Test matches attracting an extraordinary number of people, and the public were delighted with the cricket shown by their own players. Above all the others in batting stood out the two left-handers Hill and Darling, while in a group of fine bowlers Noble shone conspicuously. Almost unknown when the season began, he developed surprising skill and several times on perfect wickets quite puzzled the Englishmen, keeping a fine length with a little work on the ball and being curiously deceptive in flight.


James Phillips accompanied the team through the whole tour as umpire, and caused a great sensation by twice no-balling the Australian bowler Jones for throwing. 


THROWING – A NOTE BY THE EDITOR


Sydney Pardon, 1898 


In reviewing the tour of the Australian team of 1896, I ventured to condemn as unfair the bowling of both Jones and McKibbin. I had no wish to say anything disagreeable, but I was so struck by the deplorable change that had come over the methods of Australian bowlers that I did not see how the question could be ignored. The criticism has, I think, been more than justified by subsequent events. A letter condemning McKibbin’s action in most uncompromising terms was addressed by Mr Spofforth to the Sporting Life, and at Adelaide, in the first match played in Australia by Mr Stoddart’s team, Jones was no-balled by James Phillips for throwing.


It is certain that Mr Spofforth would not, unless he had felt very strongly indeed on the matter, have gone to the length of denouncing a brother Australian as an unfair bowler, and no one who knows James Phillips can think it possible that he would have no-balled Jones without adequate cause. If years ago any representative English umpire had shown the same courage many scandals would have been avoided. As regards both McKibbin and Jones the point to bear in mind is that the fault lies primarily with English bowlers and English umpires. Australian bowlers never threw in England till we had shown them over and over again that the Law could be broken with impunity.


First Test 
At Sydney, December 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 1897. England won by nine wickets.


A very unpleasant incident, which gave rise to almost endless discussion, preceded the First Test, the trustees of the Sydney ground taking it upon themselves to postpone the commencement of the game without consulting the two captains. Heavy rain had fallen, but it was not thought by the players on Thursday – the match being fixed to start the following morning – that any postponement would be necessary. As it happened, the ground on Saturday, after heavy rain for several hours, was under water, and it thus came about that the anxiously expected game did not begin until the Monday.


The delay had one happy result for the Englishmen, Ranjitsinhji, who had been very ill, recovering sufficiently to take his place in the team and playing finer cricket than on any other occasion during the trip. Considering his physical condition – he was quite exhausted after scoring 39 on the first evening – his innings of 175 was a marvellous piece of batting. Before resuming play on the second morning he was in the hands of the doctor. He hit 24 fours, and was batting in all three hours and 35 minutes. Scarcely inferior was the cricket shown by McLaren, who made a third hundred in succession on the Sydney ground.


On the second afternoon the Australians in face of a total of 551 lost five wickets for 86, and from these disasters, despite the superb play in the second innings by Darling and Hill, they never recovered. The Englishmen won the match by nine wickets. With this victory their good fortune in Australia came to an end.


Toss: England. England 551 (A. C. MacLaren 109, T. W. Hayward 72, G. H. Hirst 62, K. S. Ranjitsinhji 175) and 96-1 (A. C. MacLaren 50*); Australia 237 (H. Trumble 70, C. E. McLeod 50*, J. T. Hearne 5-42) and 408 (J. Darling 101, C. Hill 96, J. T. Hearne 4-99).


Second Test 
At Melbourne, January 1, 3, 4, 5, 1898. Australia won by an innings and 55 runs.


The Australians found ample compensation for their defeat at Sydney, beating the Englishmen in decisive fashion by an innings. They richly deserved their victory, showing much finer form than their opponents, but they were fortunate in having first innings, the wicket – owing probably to the excessively hot weather – cracking during the later stages of the game in a fashion very unusual at Melbourne. Noble was substituted for Lyons in the Colonial team with the happiest results, his bowling being wonderfully effective in the last innings. The Australian batting was consistently good, Charles McLeod’s innings of 112, though not attractive to look at, being invaluable to his side. He was at the wickets for four hours and five minutes. In this match Jones was for the second time no-balled by Phillips for throwing.


Toss: Australia. Australia 520 (C. E. McLeod 112, C. Hill 58, S. E. Gregory 71, F. A. Iredale 89, G. H. S. Trott 79); England 315 (K. S. Ranjitsinhji 71, W. Storer 51, H. Trumble 4-54) and 150 (H. Trumble 4-53, M. A. Noble 6-49).


Third Test 
At Adelaide, January 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 1898. Australia won by an innings and 13 runs.


The Englishmen were almost as badly beaten as at Melbourne, the Australians again winning by an innings. The Australians outplayed their opponents at every point. Excepting the fact that they won the toss they had nothing to favour them, the wicket wearing perfectly all through the game. Very marked indeed, in the admission of the English players themselves, was the superiority of the Australian bowling. The best compliment to Howell, Noble and the rest was to be found in the fact that it took MacLaren, on an unimpaired wicket, five hours and a quarter to get 124. MacLaren, Ranjitsinhji, Hayward and Hirst all played well, but 278 and 282 were poor totals at Adelaide. Among the Australian batsmen Darling took the chief honours with a superb 178. He made all his runs on the first day, being out in the first over next morning. His innings lasted exactly four hours and three-quarters. Hill, who played very finely, helped Darling put on 148 for the second wicket, and Iredale was also seen at his best.


Toss: Australia. Australia 573 (J. Darling 178, C. Hill 81, S. E. Gregory 52, F. A. Iredale 84, T. Richardson 4-164); England 278 (T. W. Hayward 70, G. H. Hirst 85, W. P. Howell 4-70) and 282 (A. C. MacLaren 124, K. S. Ranjitsinhji 77, M. A. Noble 5-84, C. E. McLeod 5-65).


Fourth Test 
At Melbourne, January 29, 31, February 1, 2, 1898. Australia won by eight wickets.


Of the five Test matches this was perhaps the most eventful. The Englishmen started in wonderful form by getting six wickets down for 57 runs, but after that they were quite outplayed, the Australians gaining a brilliant victory. The turning-point of the Australians’ first innings was the partnership of Hill and Trumble, 165 runs being put on for the seventh wicket. Never before had Hill given quite so fine a display as his 188. He was batting a little over five hours and all things considered his innings may be described as perhaps the best seen in the Colonies during the season. With only a total of 323 to face on a perfectly sound wicket, the Englishmen seemed to have very good prospects, but they failed miserably, their dismissal for 174 marking the lowest point reached by their batting during the whole trip. They did not do very much better when they followed on, and it is no more than the truth to say that they richly deserved to be beaten. The Australians played their winning game wonderfully well, the variety and excellence of their bowling calling forth a high compliment from Mr Stoddart when the match was over.


Toss: Australia. Australia 323 (C. Hill 188, J. T. Hearne 6-98) and 115-2 (C. E. McLeod 64*); England 174 (E. Jones 4-56) and 263 (K. S. Ranjitsinhji 55).


Fifth Test 
At Sydney, February 26, 28, March 1, 2, 1898. Australia won by six wickets.


The Englishmen had a splendid chance of to some extent retrieving their reputation, Richardson’s bowling being so good that on the first innings they secured a lead of 96 runs. This advantage, however, was quickly discounted when they went in for the second time, MacLaren, from the first ball of the innings, being caught in the slips. Other disasters followed, and at the end of the day nine wickets were down for 172. The next morning the innings closed for 178, the Australians being left with 275 to get to win. This task was accomplished in wonderful style, the Australians winning the match by six wickets. Darling played one of his finest innings, departing from his cautious methods and hitting with immense power. This fourth win in five Test matches removed the last remaining doubt as to the superiority of the Australians.


Toss: England. England 335 (A. C. MacLaren 65, N. F. Druce 64, E. Jones 6-82) and 178 (H. Trumble 4-37); Australia 239 (C. E. McLeod 64, T. Richardson 8-94) and 276-4 (J. Darling 160, J. Worrall 62).


CRICKETER OF THE YEAR – WILFRED RHODES


1899 


Wilfred Rhodes’s appearance for Yorkshire illustrated in a most striking way the truth of the proverb that the hour brings forth the man. Robert Peel’s long and honourable connection with Yorkshire having terminated under rather painful circumstances in 1897 [he was summarily dismissed after turning up drunk for a match – Ed.], the county’s pressing need was a left-handed slow bowler to take his place, and in young Rhodes exactly the bowler required was forthcoming. He made the fullest use of his opportunities and even if his gifts had been backed up by experience he could scarcely have proved more effective. Naturally when the dry weather set in he was less successful, but the occasions were very few on which he was fairly collared. He bowls with a high, easy action, his pitch is wonderfully accurate, and whenever the ground gives him assistance he can get a lot of spin on the ball. On some days, notably when Yorkshire beat Surrey in a single innings at Bradford, he was irresistible, combining so much break with a perfect length that the batsmen could do nothing against him. His value is by no means restricted to his bowling, as he has already proved himself a dangerous run-getter. Only 21, it will be disappointing if he does not enjoy a brilliant career.


ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 1899


Sydney Pardon 


By common consent the tenth Australian team formed the strongest combination that had come from the Colonies since 1882. It might be argued that this is too high an estimate, but personally I regard it as not in any way beyond the truth.


In estimating the strength of this Australian XI great allowance must be made for the disadvantages under which they laboured. Hill was laid aside by illness after the end of June, while Worrall, from the start of the tour, was hampered by a badly damaged knee. Iredale was kept out for more than a fortnight in June by a sharp attack of measles. Hill’s illness would in itself have been sufficient to ruin the trip if they had not been so exceptionally rich in run-getters. He had to undergo an operation for the removal of some growth in the nose, and the after-consequences proved far more serious than had been expected. He lost weight and strength to an alarming extent, and was not himself again till the last matches were being played.


The Australians met England five times and did not once suffer defeat. I am personally of the opinion that the plan adopted for the first time in this country of playing five Test matches had a somewhat prejudicial effect upon the tour as a whole, the players, as was almost inevitable under the circumstances, saving themselves more than in former trips for the big events.


Darling proved himself one of the very best captains that ever took a team into the field. He placed the field with the nicest skill according to the peculiarities of different batsmen, and he showed a perfect genius for changing his bowling, always seeing to put the right bowler on at the right time and at the proper end. The way in which he utilised Jones’s pace was in itself sufficient to prove him a great leader.


Very few Australian batsmen coming to England for the first time have approached the form shown by Noble and Trumper. They were quite different in style and method, Noble developing an amount of caution for which his colleagues were in no way prepared, while Trumper by his free and attractive cricket made himself, for a time at least, the most popular member of the XI. It is possible that Trumper may have the more brilliant future, but at present Noble, by reason of his finer defence and inexhaustible patience, is the greater personality on a side. I am, of course, speaking just now of batting alone, for as an all-round man Noble has had no equal in Australia except George Giffen.


First Test 
At Nottingham, June 1, 2, 3, 1899. Drawn.


In picking the England team the committee had rather a thankless task. Many of the matches in May had been played on wickets damaged by rain, so there had not been a really fair chance of discovering what men were in form. The great difficulty, however, lay in the question of fast bowling. Lockwood had broken down; Richardson was obviously not himself, and Mr Kortright, owing to a bad strain, was incapacitated. It was decided to let Hirst, for this one occasion, be the England fast bowler. It cannot be said that the experiment was in any way a success. Hirst worked hard, his fielding indeed being perfection, but as a bowler he did not cause the Australians any trouble.


The match ended in a draw, time alone saving the English XI from defeat. When stumps were finally pulled up they had only three wickets to go down. Ranjitsinhji saved the side with a superbly played 98 not out. Never probably did a batsman, in the endeavour to save a match against time, play such a free and attractive game as he did during the last 40 minutes. In one respect, however, he was, nearly all through his innings open to serious criticism, his judgment in running being sadly at fault. What should have possessed him to attempt short runs when there was nothing to gain and everything to lose one cannot pretend to explain. The Australians stoutly maintained that in one of these purposeless ventures he was run out, but the umpire ruled otherwise, and there, of course, was an end of the matter.


Up to a certain point during this last innings a crushing defeat for England seemed inevitable. The team went in after luncheon with nothing to hope for but a draw, and at the end of 55 minutes four wickets were down for 19. Grace and Jackson were bowled by Howell in one over with beautiful break-backs. Hayward was Ranjitsinhji’s best helper in saving the game, staying in for an hour and 25 minutes, during which time 63 runs were put on. The Surrey batsman, however, when he had scored 12, was fortunate in being palpably missed by Darling at forward short leg.


Apart from Ranjitsinhji’s batting, the Australian took all the honours, and yet up to a certain time on the Friday it was quite an even match. Indeed, there was one point when England had, on paper, distinctly the better of the position. The Australians’ first innings had been finished off for 252, and Grace and Fry were together with England’s score at 70 for no wicket. Just after this, however, Grace lost his wicket in his over-eagerness to score from Noble on the off side, and from then on the Englishmen were completely outplayed. The Australian batting was in nearly every respect admirable, but in the first innings it was marked by extreme slowness, the whole of the opening day being occupied in scoring 238 for eight wickets. The pitch was perhaps rather slower than had been expected in such fine weather, and the bowling and fielding were maintained at a very high pitch of excellence, but all the same, the Australian batsmen played with a care that would not often lead to victory in matches restricted to three days.


The hero of the game from the Colonial point of view was Clement Hill, who followed up a capital 52 with a splendidly played 80, without giving the semblance of a chance, and was out at last to a most brilliant catch by Grace at point, close to the ground with the right hand.


Toss: Australia. Australia 252 (C. Hill 52, W. Rhodes 4-58, J. T. Hearne 4-71) and 230-8 dec. (C. Hill 80); England 193 (C. B. Fry 50, E. Jones 5-88) and 155-7 (K. S. Ranjitsinhji 93*).
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Fin bnnngs — Lever 12-1-36-3 Willis $=o-33-35 OM 124393 Undervwood 16216

Greg 14662

5 - < Knott b Groig
4= (10) < Greig b OId.

10— (4) < Knott b Lover

- (bou

17 - (6) < Fletcher b Underwood
4= (5) cKnott b Grig

54— notout

4= b Lover

o= (9 e Will b Old

10— (9) ¢ Amiseb Ol

ER%ea

u

(svkisdic) s

1044 Undervnod 1323

EncLaxD

Fist iminge

Secand i

g

R A Wolmer < Chappell b Liks

M. Brearley  Hookas b Liee

DL Underwood ¢ Chappel b Walker

D.W. Randal € Mareh b Lills:

D, L. Amis ¢ OKeefle b Walker

KWL, Hltcher ¢ Marsh b Walker

AW, Groig b Walker

AR E KnottIbw b Lile

C.M. Old < Mash b Lilse

K. Lever < Mash b Lille

R.G. D, il ot out
Balbaiwanbs

e 765 70 80 105
Fint s

Sccond bunigs — Lillw 344-7-19-5 Walker

Chappel 6-7-35-3; Walters 1-2-7-0.

5= Iowb Valker
< b Lilee
~ (o)b Lilks
47 (3 cCosierb O¥asfie
32 (b Chuppel
3= (5 < Marsh b Lills
34 < (6) < Coser b Ol
15 - ) bw b Lilke
3 - (3) ¢ Chappel b Lillee
1 (5) b Okl
BELb g wnbs

95 13t s 3279 4390 5308
360 7300 8385 9410 147

155 Lille 1y3-2-26-65 Walker 15-1-54- Ol 1-0- 4 Gllmonr 544
85k O oo 3-6-108-3; Glmous 4-0-39-0;

[Fr T S- I

Tors o by England

Usirng T . Brooks and M. G. 0 Connell
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AUsTRALIA Fist nnings

J. Moroney ¢ Hutton b Bailey o = lowb Bily B
AT Morris b b Bedser 55 — ¢ Baly b Bedser
RN, Harvey ¢ Evans b Beder 24 - (6) < Simpson b Bedser =
KR Miller ¢ Melntyrs b Wright 15 = ()  Simpson b By '
“A. L. Hasstt b Bedser = lhue b Baiey 3
S.LE Luxton ¢ Evan b Brown 24— (3) ¢ Batley b Beder H
R Lindvall ¢ B b Baiey = ) notout o
1D Tallon ¢ Simpsen b Brown s
LW Johson < Simpson b Bily 23 = ()l b By 6
A ohstan ¢ Hutton b Bedser '
1. verson not out '

Balbynbsy u Nby B
10 3160 316 48 5130 6156 55 ror0r0gms (s dec 32
772 819 9220 10228 e
st nings — Baley 13425 Baker 1654454 Wright 16-0-81-3; Brown io-63-2.
Secos s Batley 7-2-23-4; Bdser 6.5-2-5-3
ENGLAND Sceond imings
R Simpson b Johnston ~ b Lindll B
€ Wahbrook ¢ Hasatt b Johnston — ¢ Loxton b Lindwal i
.G, Biansc Ivrson b Johnston Z {6 ¢ Loston b ohnston 5
D.C.S. Compton c Lindwall b Johnston 3 - (9)< Loxton b ohnston i
1.6, Deves ¢ Laton b Millr V= (bl 5
L Htton not out 82 (8) noteut -
LW, Mantyre b Johnston 32 nout 7
“E R Brown  Tallon b Miller 4= (10) ¢ Loxton b berson 7
T.E Bailey ot o 12 (41 ohmston b beron 7
AV Bader Z (5 e Harvey b ierson i
DL 2 Weight — < Lindall b Iverson N

Lbanb s Benby
g v 50 ks o) 88 10 216 322 431 5 -
g 630746 148 946 1071022

s omings — Lindvall 1-0-1-0; Tohnston 1-3-35-5; Milkr 10-1-35-2
Sceoe s Lindvall 73213 Tohnston 1-3-30-2 Millr 7-3-31.

 Werson 1244

Tors eon by Austalia Userines AN Barlow and H_ Hphinsion
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ENGLAND Fistinnings

BLE. Richardson ¢ Maddocks b Benud 104
M. C. Condrey < Maddocks b Lindvl o
Rev. D.5. Sheppard b Archer w
BB H. May < Archer b Benaud r
T.E. Baley b Johnson =
€ Washbrook bw b ohnson .
5.2, Okman ¢ Archer b Johnson 0
1. G. vans st Maddocls b ohnson r
1.C. Laker run out 3
G.AR Lock not out H
1B, Statham ¢ Maddocks b Lindvall o

Balbsw s

74 2195 3028 52 5327 0539 -
A b7 948 10459

Fis nings = Lindwal 11663 Mille 21610 Archer 23-6-73-1 ohnson -1o-151—4
Bemaud 4712y

AUSTRALIA

Sccond innings Gollowing o)
€. McDomld ¢ Lock b Laker 52 - Oukman b Laker v»;
1. W, Burks ¢ Covcrerb Lock — cLock b Lakar n
RN, Harvey b Loker o~ < Condrey b Laker o
1D, Crag o b Laker 8 = lbwb Laker *
KR Millr ¢ Oskman b Liker & ()b Laker o
K.\ Mackay ¢ Oskman b Laker o - (5) < Oakman b Laker o
RG. Anher st Evans b Laker &= cOskman b Laker o
R Benaud ¢ Stabam b Loker o= bLaker ®
RR Lindvll not out & cLockb Laker 3
L. . Maddocks b Laker 47 () e Laker N
LW, fohnson b Laker o = f10) notout B

Buib "
5B g g6 6 B s g g e 60 s

8108

Fist nings — Statham 6-1-6-0; By 4-3-0; Laker 164375 Lock L3371
Sccoe s - Statham e-1o-15-; Bty 20-8-31-; Lkt 513-33-51-10; Lock 55-20-69-01
Cakman $-21c0.

518198 51203 10-205

Tors o by England s D.E. Davies and £ 5 L
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ENGLAND Fis nnings Second imings
M.E. Trscothick ¢ Gilhrist b Kasprowicz . . 90 — c Gilchistb oo a
AT Stuss b Warne 45— bvame s
M. Vaughan ¢ Lo b Gilspi - (@bl B
LR Bell < Gldhrist b Kaspronice & 2 (3)< Gilchist b Worne a
K. P ietrsen c Katich b Lee 71 - (6) < Gikhrit b Warne =
A Hlintoff < Gikhris b Gilspi & 21 Vame n
6.0 Jones ¢ Gilchrist b Kaspronic: 12 (8 ¢ Ponting b L s
A E Giles o b Warne 2 - (9) < Hayden b Warne 3
M.1. Hoagard Ibw b Worne 16~ (3) ¢ Hayden b Lee '
5.1 Harmison b Warne 17 - < Fonting b Warne a
.. Jones not out 19— notout .

Lhowanbiy = Lbunbo o
13 164 170 417 5390 6-353 B e -
7242 848 575 10407 7201 13 13 10182
o — Leo 17-1-a14; Gillspie 33103 Kasprovect 15-1-80-3; Warne 35 3-4-hé-s.
Scon innings — Lo 18-1-82-4;Gilspie8-0-24-05 Kasprowics. 3-0-35-0; Watne 23.-7—45-6
AustRALIA s Second imings
J. L Langer Iow b 5. . Jones & — b Himoff »
M. L Hapden c Struss b Hoggard o - C Trescothick b . P fones »
T Ponting < Vaughan b Giles &1 = ¢ G. 0. Jones b Hlnoff o
D. R Martyn run out 20 — ¢ Bll b Hoggard Y
M., Clasks € 6. O Jones b Gils - b Hamisen »
S M. Katich € .0, Jones b Flintoff "4 = ¢ Trscohick b Gles £y
1A. . Gilhrist not out 9 - < Hlitoff b Giles B
5. K. Warne b Gils = (9)hit et b Flinof? -
B.Lie ¢ Bintoff b . P Jones & () not out -
1. Gillspie o b Hlintoll- 7 2 (8 low b Flinoff
M. Kasprowicz I b Bintoff o = €. 0 Jones b Harmison

By b b u Balbswinb s
10 288 308 104 5308 262 -

s — Hormison 17.-1-65-3 Hoard 5-o-36-1 Gles 15-3-68-3 Hitoff 2-75-
5.7 Jones 511t

Toss won by Awstrlia Unines B F. Borwden and R.E. Koertzen
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ENGLAND Fistimnings Second imings
. Cook ¢ Chappell b Thomson 10— ¢ Yandley b Thomson B
. Foulerc Chappell b Hoss 4 - bHoss. o
C.1. Tovaré  ardley b Thomson 8~ b Hoge a
L1 Gawer ¢ Marsh b Hoge. 15— < Marsh b Lavson )
AT Lamb ¢ Dyson b fardly 8 - cMarsh b Hose P
LT Botham c Wessl b Trdley = ¢ Chappell b Thomson -
. Miller ¢ Border b Yardky 10— lbw b Lawson I
D, . Pringl ¢ Wessel b Hoge 5 = ¢ Marsh b Lavsan -
1R W Tylor < March b Yardley 3~ b Thomaon ¥
R G. D, Wil not aut & mtout .
N. G, Coans ¢ Lavson b Hoge 3= b Lawson w

Balbewsnbn = Balbanbs v
125356 4 1403041 5o 4138 5129 04
60239 7-262 260 9378 -384 a0 7-am 8363 92t 10294

Fist innings — Lavson 176 5-0; Hogt 233-6-65-4; Tardley 27-5-S9—4: Thomson 132453
Chappall 1-0-5-0.

Second nnings — Lawson 21 4-6-66-4; Hoga 2565 Yardley 13-2-67-0; Thomson 21-
Chappll 1-0-6-o.

AustraLIA Fis nnings Second s
K. Wesels b willis 47— b Covans .
J- Dyl b Cosans %1~ < Tovae b Botham N
*G.5. Chappall < Lamlb b Cowans o - ¢ sub (L. Gould) b Cowans >
K1 Hughes b Wills 46 = < Tafor b Millr »
AR Border b Botham 5 2 () not ot e
DLW, Hookes ¢ Taylr b Pringle 53 - (5)  Willis b Conans @
1V Manh b wills 53 = Iow b Comans, n
B.ardley b Miller 5~ b Comans a
G.F Livon ¢ Fowler b Miler o - ¢ Cowans b Pringle 7
R M. Hogg not out & Zlbur b Conans N
.. Themson b Milkr 1= e Millerb Botham M
Lbsnbis Bslbawinbs ®
55374 9 5080 175 y
76 370 9278 10-287 190 7190 203 928 10-288
i — Wil 15-2-38-3; Botham 18-3-65-1 Comwans 16-0-69-3; Prngle 15-3- 40— Mille 15544

Second inings Wil 17-0-57-0; Botham 3 1-4-0-3 Conans 36-6-

Tose won by Atz Usines A, R, Crafer and &Y. Whitchesd
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ENGLAND

imings Second innings
M. & Atherton ¢ Hsly b MeGnth © - b Heming B
A1 Stevart b MacGill 107 - c Shterb Maccill s
AL A Butcher ¢ Langer b McGrath = ¢ Shter b Macil .
. Hussain ¢ Healy b Nicholson 19 - (3) ¢ Ster b Nicholson »
M.R Ramprakssh ¢ McGrath b S & Waugh . 3 - (6) b Nichobon u
. A Hick ¢ Flaming b MacGill 2 - (71 b Homing P
WK Hena ¢ Healy b . & Waugh = (8) ¢ Macill b Nicholson o
D W Headly ¢ Talor b MeGrath 14— (4 b McGrath
. Gough b MacGill = ¢ Stter b Macill N
AR.C. Fraser ot out @ notout 7
D, Mllally I b MacGill = ¢ and b McGrath w
Lhrwanbe u Balbynbn v
5 400 3202 6208 o v e e 478 s s m
244 8288 3270 10370 a7 8231 0 0244

Firs fings ~ MG 33545 Fleming 19-3-71-0; Nichlson 10-0-59-3; MacGll 193614
SR Waugh 652

Second inbigs ~McGrath 20,3556 Fleming 174452 Niholson 154565 MacGill 7-4-81-5,
M. E Wangh 1-1-0-0,

AustraLia Fis imings Second s
“M. A Tylor Hick b Gough 7 = (3 Houdley b Mulllly 1
AL SlterIow b Gough 2 (0 o b ey K
)L Langer < Hussain b Gough 44 - < Ramprakash b Malllly o
AL E Waugh Iow b Fraser. 3 — ¢ Hick b Hoadley ®
5. R Waugh not out 22 notout ©
DS, Lohmamn ¢ Hezg b Gough 1 - Hge b Headley 4
LA Haaly ¢ Headly b Frasr 35 — ¢ Hick b Hoadley M
W, Fleming ¢ Hick b Malally 2 = b Headley o
M., Nicholon b Gough 5 - < Hg b Headley s
5.C.G. MacGil ¢ Hosa b Malllly 41 b Gough H
.. NeGrath b Mllally © - Iowb Gough o
Balbonbu u Balbu by s
1132128 590 43137 5051 6209 T o 40 S0 s1 =
25 83 0 010 k0 Bae1 9162 101162
Firs nnings — Gongh 35-7-96-5; Heudly 35-3-06-0; Malllly 2135 -, Famprakash 3-0-6-o;

Frasr 320782
nings - Gough 15.4-3-51

Haadley 175606 Mulllly 10-4-20- Fraser 4-0-23-0.

Tors o by Austalia Unpines 5. A Bucknor and 1 Harper
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AusTRALIA imings sccond i
1. Dyson b Dilly 102 = Taplr b Wilis u
.M. Wood o b Botham 34 = ¢ Taplr b Botham o
.M. Chappel < Taor b Willey — cTaylor b wills §
K. Hughas ¢ and b Botham 5 — ¢ Botham b vl o
R Bright b Dily 7 - (®)bwills 1
X allop ¢ Tayler b Bethan: 542 (3) ¢ Gating b Willi H
AR Border o b Botham b= (&b ol a
. Marsh b Botham 28— (7 ¢ Dilly b Wil N
.. Lavaon < Topor b Botham 1 ¢ Tylor b wills '
DL K. Lille not ou 3 - < Gatting b Wills v
.M. Alderman not out o= potout o

Balbnwsnbu = Lhawinbiy "
g e gan s (9 wkisden) o 1y 98 8 8 5o ™
3547135 8398 941 a8 774 875 910 10
Fir imnings ~ Vil 30-8-73-03 OM 43-14-51-cs Dilley 274743 Botham 39.3-1-95-

ok Boyeot 320
s~ otham 31401 Dilly 2-o-11-05 Wil 1511438 OM 9-1-31-3 Willey3-1-4-0.

ENGLAND s Seaond s (following on)
. A Gaoch b b Alderman 5 = ¢ Alderman b Lilse o
G Bayeott b Lavson 2 = b Alderman w
1M, By ¢ Marsh b Alderman 10— < Alderman b Lile u
D1, Garwer < Marsh b L 24 = ¢ Border b Aldernan o
L. Gating Iow b Lile 15~ e Alderman
P Wille b Lavson &~ ¢ Dyson b Lile »
L. Botham ¢ Marsh b Liles 50 not out s
R, Tyl ¢ Mah b Lillee 5 - < Bright b Alderman f
G.R.Dille< and b Lille 13— b Alderman 56
.M. Old < Border b Alderman o~ b Lawson =
R, will not cut 4~ < Barder b Alderman >

B, lb w6 nh . Balbiwanbs B
112 240 342 404 57 6 T o2 1y 4t s 6 e

1 8166 967 10

"

Fis s Lille 185743
Sceond bunigs - Lillw 35601

55

Sn9 1036

4 Alderman 10-4-50-5 Lavson 13323
Merman 153 13-4: Lavson 3--56-1 Brght 4-0-15-0

Tors o by Austalia

Unins D G. L brans and B 1 Meyer
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ENGLAND imings Second innings
G Baycott ¢ Marsh b Alderman 1 - ¢ Marsh b Bright B
1M, Bty ¢ Border b Llle 45— Iowb Lilee n
D/ Gowe ¢ Hogg b Alderman © - ¢ Bondar b Bright 5
. A Gaoch c Manh b Bright 21— b bright N
M. W Gatting ¢ Alderman b Lills 21— b bright M
P Willy b Bright 16— b Bright H
L. Botham b Alderman 26— ¢ Manh b Lilee
. E. Embuey b Hogs. 3 - (5) potout v
TRW. Taylorb Alderman & (1) T b Alderman i
.M. Old not cut 21 (8) ¢ Marh b Alderman n
R G D, Willis ¢ Marsh b Alderman 1 ¢ Marsh b Alderman >
Bubbswinbio ks Lbewnnbs B
129320 160 4101 16 61 W5 1 22 180 498 300 65 S
71101 8160 165 0185 71154 167 97 10-219

Fis imings  Lille 18—4-61-
second s~ Lille26-9-

Adartman 23.1-$—ga-5; Hogs 16-3-49-3 Bright 1 4-20-2.
- Aldorman 22-5-63-3, Hoge 10-3-19-0; Bright 3117615

AusTRALIA Sccond s
.M. Wood run out 3t~ b O »
1. Dysonb 0ld 12 I wills n
A Border ¢ Taylor b Ol ~ ¢ Gating b Emburey ®
R 1. BrightIow b Botham 7 — (8) n b Botham o
K., Hugheslow b Ol ¥ = (4 ¢ Emburey b vl 5
X Yallop b Emburey 30— (3 ¢ Botham b Emburey »
MLE Kent ¢ Wills b Emburey - (6) b Botham H
1. Manh b Emburey % () b Botham 4
DK Lile b Emburey 28— < Tuglor b Botham )
R M. Hoge un out o notout o
. M, Alderman not out 3~ b Botham o

By lbinba . Bulbanbu u

301239 3029 87 05 6oy
1y 120 g1 02

T
120 8353 935 10238

it innings Wil 193630, Od 21--443; Embtry 26 3-13-43-4; Botham 20-1-64-1
Sccond s — Willis 3-6-37-3; Ol - Embury 23-10-40-2 Botham 1.4-9-115

Tos o by England Usares H.D. Bied nd D. 0, Oslss.
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For England (220)
121
. L Goner, W, B, Hammond.
H. Suclfe
: G Boycot, . H. Edrich, M. Leyland.
K. Barringion, D.C. S, Compton, M. C. Comrey L. Hutton, .. ackson, &. C. MacLaren
L. Botham, B C. Broad, M. W. Gatting, G. A. Gooch, M. P Vaughan
M. A, Butcher, E. H. Hendren, P, B. 11 May, D, W, Randall, A C. Rusel, A Shrcwsb
RA Woolmer,
€1 Barnett, L. C. Braund, E. R Dester, B. L DOliveira, W. | Edich, W. G. Grace, G. Gunn, T. W. Hayard, N. Hussin,
AP E Krott, B. W. Luckhurst, K. P Pietersen, K. S Ranjitsibyi, R T. Robinson, Rev D. 5. Shepprd, R A Smith, A. G. Steel,
AE. Stoddart, A1 Straus, R Subba R, C. Washbrook: F E. Woelley
1R Abel, LE. G. Ames, M. A Atherton, R. W. Barber, W, Barns,I. Brigg,|. T Brown A. .. Chapman, P. D. Collingood,
AN Cook, M H. Denness, K. S. Dulecpeinhii, K. W.R. Fetcher, A Fintof . E. Foster, . B. Fy, W Graveney, A. W-Greig,
W.Gunn, | Hardstaff. jun., . W. Hearne, k. 1. Hutchings, G. L essop, A . Lamb, . W. H. Makepace, C. P. Mead, Navwib of
Pataudi, sen., E. Paynter, M. R. Ramprakash, W. W. Read, W. Rhodes, C. 1. Rchards, P. E. Richardson, R C. Rusell, . Sharp,
RUT. Simpson, A. ). Stvart, G, Ulyet, A Ward, W, Watscn.

G . Thorpe, 1. T. Tydedey.

For Aust

a (276)
19: D.G. Bradman.
10:5 R Wagh,
9:G.S. Chapel,
& AR Border, A R Morris.

. C. Boon, W. M. Lawry, R. . Ponting, M. 1. Sater
RN Harvey, M. A Taglor, V. T. Trumper, M. E. Waugh, W, M. Woodfull
M.L Hayden, I L Lange, C. G, Macartney W, H. Ponsford
W.W. Armstrong, P 1 Buge, 1 M. Chappll S. B Gregory, A L. Hasset, C. Hil S, | McCabe, K. D. Walters.
' W, Bardsly, G. 5. Blewett, W.A. Brown, H. L Collins, 1. Darlng, A. C. Glchrist, K. . Hughes, D. M. lonc, . . McDonnel,
KR Miler, K. R. Stackpole, . M. Waod, G. N.Yallop,
25 G Tamea B. . Bocin M. 1. Clates A D, . Edwards, M. T G. Eltt, I. H. Fingleton, H. Graam, 1 A Hedy,
E A lrdale, R B McCosker, C. C. McDonald, G. R. Marsh, D. & Martyn, W. L. Murdoch, N. C. ONeil, . E. Pellew, L i
Redpath, | Ryder, RB. Simpeon.
:C)
H
c.
G

wrwn s

L Badeock, C. Bannerman, G. | Bonnor, | W. Burke, R. M. Cowper, I. Dyson, G. Gifen, | M. Gregory, R. | Hartigan,
L Hendry A, M. ] Hilditeh, T P Horan, M. E. K. Hussey, A, A. Jackson, C. Kelleway, A, E Kippas, R . Lindwal 1. I Tyons,
L McCool, C.E. Melcod, R W. Marsh, G. R J. Matthetes, M. A Noble, V.S, Ransiord, & | Richardson, . . Richardson.
M. Ritehie, H. ], H. Seott, A. Symonds, J. M. Taylor, G. H. §. Trott, D, M, Wellham, K. C. Wessels,
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197475 M. H. Dennes 1. M. Chappell 6 1 4 1 A
1975 AW Grig® LM, Chappell i o 1 H a
197674 AW Greig G5 Chapell 1 0 1 0 =
1977 1M Brearkey G5, Chappell H 3 o 2 E
197879 T M Brearley G.N.Yallop H H 1 0 E
1979-501 T Brearley G5 Chappell 3 o 3 0 =
1980¢ LT Botham G5 Chappell 1 o 0 1 =
1981 T M. Brearkey* K1 Hughes 6 3 1 2 E
1982-83 R.G.D. Wilks 6.5 Chappell s 1 2 2 A
1985 DL Gover R Border 6 3 1 2 E
198687 MW, Gatting AR Border H 2 1 2 E
1987881 AW, Gating AR Border 1 o 0 1 =
1989 D1 Gower AR Barder & o i 2 A
199091 G.A. Gooch® AR Barder H 0 H 2 a
1993 G.A. Goah® AR Border 6 1 i 1 a
199495 LA Atherton M. Tulor H i 3 1 a
1597 A Adherton M.A Taplor 6 2 3 1 A
199899 AT Stevart M A Toor s 1 3 1 a
2001 . Husein® S.R Waugh® H 1 1 o a
2003 . Hussin SR, Waugh H 1 i 0 a
2005 M. . Vaughan R Ponting 5 2 1 2 E
200607 A Flintoff R Ponting H 0 H 0 A

In Ausralia 165 st 5 2

In England o 151 B i @

Totale . 316 o7 11 B

* The Ashes were awandd in 1382-83 afer  serice of three matches which England wom 2-1. A fourth match s plyed and this s
o by Australi,

he matche at Manchester in 1890 and 1938 s at Melboure (Thind Ts) i 1970-71 were aandoned without bl being bovied
and ae exclude.

FThe Adhes were not at stake i hese sris

Note: The flloveing deputised for the offcal touring captin o were appointed by the home autherty or only a minor proper-
tion of the serics

AN Hormby (First) W, L Murdoch (Firs) H. H. Massic (Third), | McC. Blackbam (Fouth. A G, Steel (Fis). 4. E. Stoddart
(First) 1 M. Blackham (First). ‘4. C. MacLaren (Fist, Second and Fith). "W, G, Grace (Frs). 'H. Trumble (Fourth and Fifth).
F. L. Fane (First, Sccond and Third). “ W, H. T. Douglas (First and Second). ", P.F. Chapran (Fift). "W, Bardsley (Thind
and Fourth). ], White (Fifth). "R E. S, Wyatt (Fifth). °C. E Wahers (First). “N. W, D Yordley (Fith). °A. . Morri (Second)
M. C. Cowdrey (First and Second). "R N. Harvey (Second). ®B. . Booth (First and Thind). “T. W. Gravenecy (Fourth). %B. N
Jarman (Fourth). 1. M. Chappel (Seventh). . H. Edrich (Fourth). M. H. Denness (Firt). 1. T. Botham (Firt and Second).
ZA.]. Lamb (First). *M. A. Attierton (Fith and Sixth). *M. A. Atherton (Second and Third). %A. C. Gilchrist (Fourth).
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An Sffectionate Remembrance

ENGLISH CRICKET,

WHICH DIED AT THE OVAL

29th AUGD sT, 188"

Deeply lame

N.B.—The body
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AusTRALIA

imings Second innings
VT Trumper b Hirst —— R
R A. Dulfe Lilley b Hirst P — s
. ¥illb Hir 1 ¢ MacLaren b Hirt .
1 Duling ¢ Ly b Hirs. 3 - < MacLaren b Lockwcod "
M. & Noble € and b Jackson 52 - b braund n
S.E Gregory b Hint 5~ b braund B
W.Armstrong b ackson 17— b Lodkwood H
ALY, Hopkins ¢ MacLaren b Lockvood 40— < Lilly b Lockwood B
H. Trumble not out 4~ (10) ot our 7
111 Kally ¢ Rhodss b Braund S — o
1. Saunders o b Braund © - (5) ¢ Tydasley b Rhods N
Balbynba 0 Brlba B
147263 769 482 5 6 \14 -
773 250 94 s 7799 814 91s 120

Fis innings — Lockwood 24235 Rhodes 23-5-46-0; Hist 20-5-775: Braund 165-5-35-%
Jackson o—4-66- Jesop &->-1-0

Second sings — Lockieood 30-6-5-5; Rhodes 22-7-36-1 Hint 5-1-
Jackson 4370

Braund g-ie155

EncLAND Fis imings Second s
“A. . MacLaren ¢ Armstrong b Trumble 10— b Saunders 2
LC.H. Pairt b Tramble 20— b Sounders .
T Tyldasley b Trumble 31— b Saundens o
.. Hayard b Trumble © - ¢ Fally b Saundars 7
Hon. .. Jackson ¢ Armtrong b Saunders . 2 — ¢ and b Trumble »
L. Braund ¢ Hill b Tumbie 2 - ¢ Kally b Tramble N
L Jesop b Trumble = ¢ Noble b Amstrong w4
G.HL Hirst < and b Tramble 4= notout Y
W H. Lockwood ¢ Noble b Saunders 35— Iowb Trumble N
1A A Lilly  Trumper b Tramble © - ¢ Durling b Tramble P
W Rhodss ot ut = notout o

Bulbs i Balbe n
2616 47 57 68 W s 280 4 s ey (svks) 2oy
715 8470 183 1018y 7 ey 924h

innings— Trunble 1.
Seconid

1658 Saunders 257752 Noble 7240
mings — Trumble 135~4-103-4; Saundors 24-103-4; Noble 3-0-11-o; Armstiong 4-o-25-1

Tors oo by Awstalin UM C.E Richardson and A A, White
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+ On first appearance in Engl

Note: A. V. Bedser, 1 Briggs, . C. Laker, T. Richardson in 1896, R. M. Hoge, A. A Maily, . Tramble and C. . B. Turner took ten
ickets or more in succesive Tet. | Biggs was omitted, hovwever, rom the England team for the firt Test match i 1893

Seven wickets or more in an innings

I addiion t those listed shove, the foloing have taken seven wikets o mr in an innings:

For England
740 R.G. Barlow, Sy 188283 | 740 1. A. Snows Sydney
44 R G, Barlow, Mandhoster 7257 1B, Sttham, Melbourne
7260 SF Barne, Sydney 1 Titmus,Sydney.

8107 BT Besanquet, Notingharm
881 L C. Braund, Mebourne
778 1.E. Embure, Sdney

7268 T Emmet, Mebourne

72109 M. . Hoggard, Adehide

771 W, B Lackeood, The Ovil
7217 W, Rhodes, Birmingham

Tyson. Melbourne
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AusTRALIA

A.C. Bannerman ¢ Grace b Peste 5 - ¢ tudd b Bammes
H.H. Massie b Uyt 1o bt
WL Mardoch b Peate 1 - (4 runout
.. Bonnor b Barkow. 26 b Uy
TP Horan b Barlow 3 - < Grace b Pese
G. Gl b Pote 32 cGrace b Bt
11 M. Backham ¢ Grace b Barlow 17~ ¢ Lytehon b Pt
W, Garret ¢ Read b eate 10 = (20) notcut
HLE oyl b Barlow 2 b Sted
5.1 Jones ¢ Barnes b Bk o2 (8 run ow
E R Spofforth not out PRRNTE
B B e
16 202 332 438 530 630 B 70 370 479579 699

4853539 10-63 Py

7 om0

Firs nings — Pete -1 Ulytt -5t Barkn 3-33-19-5 Stel 1100
Sceond s — Peate 2ojomgs Ulgeto-2-10-3; Bl 135-37-0; e -0t
Bomes 12511 tudd 4150

»

3

ENGLAND Fis nnings Second imings
RG. Barlow ¢ Bannerman b Spofforth 1= () b Spoforth o
W.G. Grace b Spoffrth 4~ (1)  Bannerman b Beyle »
G. Uyt 3t Blackham b Spofforth 54 (3 ¢ Blackham b Spoffrth n
AP ncas ¢ Hackham b Boyle — (5) b Spellorth 5
hion. . Tytelion ¢ Hackham b Spoffoth ~ (6)b Spofforth I
.. Studd b Spoforth o= () not ot a
1M, Read not ot 19 - (8 b Spoforth o
W. Barmes b Boyle 5 = () Murdoch b oyl N
A6 Sted b Garrett 14~ () cand b Spoffrth -
“A. . Homby b Spofforth 2= (1 b Spoorth s
E. Paate Boyle b Spofforth o~ bBoyle H

Balbanhi s Banby N

143298 157 430 560 661 o
770 56 s 0-ton

s nings — Spoforth 35 -1 46— Garet 167
Sceon nings— Spofforth 815447 el 72

2 Boyle o242
oncs Bl 053

Tors eon by Austalia UNPIRES L Greemaood and R. Thomas
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AUSTRALIA

VT Tramper  Lilly b Rhodes

R & Duff ¢ Liley b Lockwood

C. Hill Rhodss b Lockweod

M.A. Noble.c and b Rhodes

S.E.Grogory ¢ Liley b Rhodes

1. Daing ¢ MacLaren b Rhodes

A1.Y. Hopkins ¢ Pairet b Lockwood

.. Armstrong b Lockvood

111 Kelly not out

H. Trumble < Tate b Lockwood

1.V, Soanders b Lackood
Balbaw

1135 173 379 4183 5356 6355
5 5392 9202 10299

Fis i
Lockwood 35105454

Fist nninge Second imings
104 — ¢ Braund b Lockweod 4

54— b Lockwood s

& b Lockwood a

22 (o)< Lilly b Lodkwood 4

3 = lbw b Tae =

51— (4) ¢ Pabire b Rhodes E

= ¢ Tae b Lockuood

5 - b Rhodes s

4= potout B

b b e i

5 = c Tyldeley b Rhodes N

H Babbnbs s
= 5 310 464 574 67

778 8510000

Fhodes 25-310.-4 Packson 1-0-8-0; Tt 11440y Braund 9-0-57-0;

Secondinnings  Lockyrod 75 Broand 1-4-23-0; s 144-5-26-5 Tt 5372

ENGLAND, Fis nnings Second s
L C. H. Pt c Neble b Suunders & = b Saunders 7
R abel  Armstrong b Sounders &2 (5 b Trumble M
1T, Tyldsky ¢ Hopkins b Saunders 22 — ¢ Armtrong b Saundars "
“A.C. MacLaren b Tumble 12 (2 ¢ Dulfh Trumble =
K. 5. Ranjsini I b Trumbi 2 = (4 b Trumble 4
Hon. E 5. Jackson ¢ Duffb Trumble 128 — < Greory b Saunders 7
L C. Braund b Nkl 5 st Kelly b Trumble 3
A F A Lilley b Noble cHillb Trumble i
W H. Lodkwaod run out b Trumble o
W Rhodes ¢ and b Trumble not out 4
W, Tote not out b Saunders 4

Bolhs Bs 5
112393 314 430 544 618 1442168 172 452 557 6107 b

B 9o 10352

Fst i

Asmtrong 5-2-19-0; Hopkins >-0-3-0

7109 b109 316 10-120

“Trumble 1-16-75- Sounders 3104 Noble 24-8-47-3 Trumper 6-4-6-3

Sccond s — Trumble 35051 Noble 5-3-10-0; Sounders 194454,

Tosswon by Auwstrlia

UNPRES 1 Mossand T Myeroft
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Most runs in a series

England in England 732 (werge $133) DL Gower
England in Australia 905 (wersge 11312) W, R Hummond
Australia in England 97 (wersge 139.14) D, G, Bradman
Ausalia in Ausralia 810 (sersge 90.00) D, G, Bradman

1985
192

1530
193637

Ten wickets or more in a match

For England (38)

13163 (642,7-121) 5. E Barnes, Melbourne
IR 74)’ W, Bates, Melbourme
10105 (5-46,5-59) A, V. Badeer, Mlbourne
1499 (755, 7-44) A, Bedser, Nottingham
11102 (6-41,5-58)  C. Blythe, Birmingham
11176 (678,5-98) LT, Botham, Perth
10-253 (6125, 4-128) L T. Botham, The Oral
178 (5-29,645) 1 Briggs, Lovds

136 (649, 6-87) 1 Brgas, Adelide

5-114) 1. Briggs, The Oval

-54) AR Caddick,Sydney

t R M. Ellson, Birmingharm
S77)1 K. Fornes, Netingham
19)" 1T Hearne, The Ol
1113 (5-58,6-55) 1. G, Laken, Leods
1990 (9237, 1053) 1. C. Laker, Manchester
107124 (5-98,5-28)  H. Larwood, Sydney

W, H. Lockvood, Manchester

G. A Lohmann, The Oval
2)  GLA Lohmann, Sydney
142 (358, 284) G A Lohmann, Sydney.
12 (6-50,6-52)1 E Martin, The Oval
1168 (=31, 4-37) R Pee, Manchester
15124 (7-56,5-68) W, Rhodes, Melbourne
10156 (545, 5 107)1 T. Richardion, Manchester
11173 (639, 5134) T Richandson, Lord's
1244 (7-165, 6-76) T, Richardson, Manchester
10-204 (394, 2-110) T, Richardson, Sydney
112228 (6-130, 5-98)1 M. W, Tate, Svdey.

190102
18288
195051
1953
1909
1979-50
1981
1586
159192
1593
200203
1985
1931
159
1956
1956
193233
1o
1585
1586-57
159192
15
it
190301
1992
1596
1596
1597-98
192405
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For Australia

7-148 A, Coter The Ol 1905 | 763 R Lindval Spdney

117 G. Gifln,Sydncy 189485 | 8141 C. 1 MeDermor, Manchester
28 G, Giffn, The Oval. 1993 | 838 G.D McGrath, Londs

737 1N, Gillpie, Leeds 776 G. D MeGrath, The Ovil

769 L M. Gregory Melbourne 6 G. D McGirath, Lesde

105 .1 N, Hake, Sydney 53 G. D Mekenzic, Manchesicr
5" G. R Haslit, The Oval 1902 | 7260 KR Milr Bisbane

> AL Homions T 0vd 1| 7000 b ok, Sy e

5 NS Koprorie T ool 15| 7499 W Ol M [
53 T Kbl e T3 ME T i o]
TS e origom Tr | 0 T hebourne e
5 EL D e T | 0 MR W Mo (o]
51 3 e o o
Most wickets in a scries
Engand i Engond 46 (vrage S) 1. Laker 5 o) 1056
Ergind i A 3 overge 208 MW T (5 o) 192628
e Hognd B v 3128 TAL A 6o 11
Ao e 10 (v T M Horg 6 e 1978
Wicket-keeping — most dismissals

u o T

S y— i o ; i
A ey () £ i 0 1
A5 Ko Fodond) 3% i i
b & i (e b 5 7
AV e % 5 M
YA ey gt 2 K ®
X i gt % % H
AR o thoneti b H 7
6. v Engand) 3 " °

 The monber o catches by R W, Marsh (141) and stumpings by W_A. Oldfild (31) ave rspectiv rcor
i

in Englan

- Sisrnrt held 5 Buriticr § catiics a7 maskches when st kecplag wichet
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173 (465 4108) H.Tramble, The Oval
87 (244,703 C T Tarnen Sydney
06 (27,596 C T8 Tumen ondt
HLIIO (399, 571)  S'K. Worne, Brsbane
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100162 (411, 64e) S K. Warne, irminghar
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AusTRALIA

s Second innings
G.HLS Trott b Briggs a-brd -
W Bruce  MacLaren b el 2o cundbpel w
G, Gifln b el 57 - b Richardson 5
A, Inshle b Richardson = b Kichardson K
S.E Gregory ¢ Philipson b Richardson 70 - b Richardson »
1 Darin ¢ Ford b Pl 74— bR E
1. Lyons ¢ Philpson b Lockvood 55 - b brisss H
H. Graham b Richardson & = lwh Richardson w
ALK, Tratt ¢ Lockwood b Pl 10~ b Richardson o
TAH.Jarvis not o 34 - notout u
T. R Mekibbin ¢ s b Brigs 21 - ¢ Bhilpson b Richardson n

Bylba » Bslbonba n
140 10 1126 4142 5284 0286 W g s 0 =
04 8335 937 10-44. 29 52 9248 10-257

pnings — Richardson 71365 el gt3-ts; Lockvood 2777205 Bregs 33.4-5-46-2
Brockl -1-23-0; Ford 2-0-5-0.
s — Richardson 4.7-10:4-6; oo 41685 ockvoo 16-7-24-0; Brgss 6331

ENGLAND Fis mings sccond i
A Ward b MeKibbin 5= (3G IS Ton P
W Brockeel s Tavi b G, H. 5. Tott 52 (3 cand b Giffen 5
“A.E. Stoddart t Javis b G, .S, Trot 8= b G, . 5. Toon N
T, Brown b A E. Tott 30 - < Gifln b Mekibbin o
A.C. Maclaren it wicke b G.FLS. Trott . | 130 — not out =
Rl < Gregory b Gifien 7 - notout i
W H. Lockwood € G, LS. Trt b Gifen 5
FG. Ford < A E. Toott b Giffen n
}. Brges < G. . 5. Trtt b Giffn o
1H.Philpson not out o
. Richardson I b G, H. 5. Tott n

B Ly = Balbswanbs u
1620 32 4106 58 632 W s s g (yvkis) 38

773648364 3206 10385
Fis nnings — Gifen 5-1-430-4; 5. HL. S Tt 24-5-71-4; A, E.Trott -85 McKibbin 3671
Bruc 510,

Scaond s = G.HL 5. Trott20-4-63- Gilln 3mg-1o6-t; A . Trot 1955505 MKbbin 14->-g73
Bruce -1-t0-0 Lyos 1-o-3-0.

Tors oo by Austalia s . lynn and 1 Phillps
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The Ashes

Saon
188253
1881
188485
1586
188657
185758
i858
180
189192
1893
189495
1896
189798
1899
190102
1902
190304
1905
190708
1905
191112
1912
192021
1921
192425
1926
192629
1930
192233
1934
192637
1935
194647
1945
195051
1953
195155
1956
195859
1961
196263
1961
196566
1965
197071
1972

Captains
England Austlia
Hon. Ivo Bligh W. L Murdoch
Lord Harsis' W.L Murdech
A Shrewsbury TP Horan®
A6 S HLH. Seott
A Shiewsbury P5. McDonnll
WW. Read PS. McDonnll
W.G. Grace® B McDonnl
WG Graze W, L Murdoch
WG Gruce 1M Blackham
WG Gracet T M. Blackbam
A'E Swddant G. Giffen®
W.G. Grace G.H.S. Tt
A'E Stddue GHLS. Tt
AC MacLaren’ 1. Darling
€ Maddaren I Durling!
A€ Madlaren . Darling
PF Warmer M. Noble
Hon.E 5. Tackson . Darling
A0 Jones” AM.A Noble
A.C Madlaren M.A Noble
1.W/H.T. Douglas cHil
C.BFy S.E Gregory.
LW HT Doughs W W.Armatrong
Hon L H Tenmson® W, W. Armstrong.
A'E R Giligan H. L. Gollins
AW Care? H.L Collins®
AP Chapman” I Ryder
A P F. Chapman® W. M. Woodtull
DR Jardine W. M. Woodtul
RES W W. M. Woadtul
G.0.B Alln D.G. Bradman
W.R. Hammond D.G. Bradman
W.R. Hammond* D.G. Bradman
N.W. D. Vrdley D.G. Bradman
ER Brown AL Hassert
L Hutton AL Husert
L Huton LW Johascn®
PR H. May LW Johason
PEH May R Benaud
P May R Benaud®
E R Dexter R Benaud
E R Dexter R B, Simpson
M.LK. Smith BB Simpron®
M_C. Cowdrey WAL Ly
R ingyeorth WAL Ly
R Illingworth 1.M. Chappdll

0
0
i
0
H
1
i
1
i
2
i
2
0
H
3
i
0
1
H
2
i
3
i
i
0
1
1
i
2
1
i
i
0

4
0
0
0
1
H
h
1
1
N
i
1

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
A
E
E
E
A
A
Iy
A
E
E
I
A
E
E
I
A
A
E
E
A
E
A
A
A
A
A
A
E
E
E
A
A
i
A
i
A
E
E
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AUsTRALIA

1.1, 1yons b Richardson + - b Richardson 5
G.HLS. Tt b Rihardson 12 - < Gayb pesl 3
G Gilfn ¢ Ford b Brockvell 161~ b b Briges n
1. Darling b Richardson o - ¢ Brockwll b Pod 5
E A Irsdale ¢ Stoddar b Ford 81— (6) < and b Briges s
S E.Gregory ¢ Pl b Stoddrt 201~ (5) ¢ Gayb podd. -
1. €. Resdman ¢ Ford b Podl 17— st Gay b sl 3
C.E. MeLeod b Richardson 15 - notcut N
C.T B Tamere Gay b pesl 4 - ¢ Brggs b Pl N
“f1.M. Blackham b Richardion 24— () cand bpod N
E fonss not o 11 (o) < MacLaren'h Briges '
Balbyes 2 Balbunby
a0 23 g s e o 125 3 s 31 6158 P

72400 8409 9503 10-586

s nings — Richardson 55.1-1-18-5; Pl 51441453 Brges 354261 Brockwell 377811
Ford 2~ Stoddart 3-0-31-1; Lockwood +2-1-.
Sceond s~ ichardson 1-3-271; Pet30-5-67- Lockwood 16-1-go-o; Bries 12253

ENGLAND Fist nnings Sceond i wing on)
AC.MacLaren ¢ Resdman b Turner 4 - baiflen

A Ward Il b Turner 75 - bGiflen v
“A.E. Stoddart < fones b Gifln 12 - < Gifln b Turmer »
1T Brown ran 22— CJones b Giffen 5
. Brockwell ¢ Blackbam b ones 9~ bones 7
R Pod < Gregory b Gifln 4 - bGiflen 7
F.G.1. Ford st Blackham b Giffen 30— candb Mcleod »
J. Brgas b Giffn 57— bMeLsod -
W H. Lodewood € Giffn b Trot 1~ b T »
1L H. Gay ¢ Gregory b Reedman - bTow 4
. Richardsan not out o~ mtout 2

Biglbs

4 7 s
3698 520 047

o 636 w

54 Tt 545501 Melaod 143250

s~ s 9-0-5713 Turmer -5 Gl 75-25264 Thot 12427
Recdman 6-1-12-0; Tyons 3-o-12-0 Irble >-1-3-0

Tors eon by Austalia O C. Bamnernanand | Phillips
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Bowlers with 100 wickets

i

PEofzcepnrsrgaLsony

K. Warne (Australin)
K Lille (Autrlin)
D, MeGrath (Ausrslia)

T Botham (England)

Trumble (Australs)
G. D, Wil (England)
A Nobie (Australin)
R Lindull (Australia)
Rhodes (England)
Barnes (England)
Grimmert (Austeaia)
Underwood (England)
Bedser (England)
Giffen (Ausraln)
1. OReily (Australa)
T.B. Tumer (Austrls)
Pecl (England)
M. Alderman (Austrlia)

E
v
L
V.

'R Thomeon (Australis)

w
195
167
157
i
1
128
115
i
109
105
106
105
101
103
102
101
101
100
100

W

i
i
i
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Record partnerships for each wicket

For England
323 for 1 LB, Hobbs and W, Rhodes at Melboure
382 for 20df L Hutton and M. Leyland at The Oval
262for rd | W.R Hammond and D. R Jardine at Adelade
310 for dth D, Collingwood and K. P Pictersen at Adelaide
206 for 5th E. Paynter and D1 C. 5. Compton at Nottingham
215 for | L Hotton and | Hardstaff jun.at The Oral
2 1" G. Boycott and A P.E. Knott at Nottingham.
143for 7h  E E Woolley and 1. Vine at Sydney
124 for 8h E. H. Hendren and H. Larwood at Brisbane
151 for 9th W, H. Scotton and W. W Read a The Oval
130 for 10hf R, E. Foster and W. Rhodes at Sydney

For Austealia
329 for 14 G. R Marsh and M. A Tylor at Nottingham
451 for 2ndf - W. H. Ponsford and D) G. Bradman a The Ol
2for3xd D, G, Bradman and A L Hasett at Brisbane
588 for &th{ W, H. Ponsford and D. G. Bradman at Leeds
405 for Stht S, G. Bormes and D. G. Bradman at Sydney
346 for 6thf 1. . Fingleton and D. G. Bradman at Melbourne
165 for 7th C. Fill and H. Trumble st Melbourne
243 for 8tht R | Hartgan and C. Hill at Adchide
154 for 9t 5. Gregory and J. McC. Blackham at Sydncy
127 for 10th{ 1. M. Taylor and A. & Maily at Sydney

+ Record partnership against all countries

1112
193
192829
200607
1938
1938
1977
11-12
192625
1581
190201

1989

1934
194647

1931
194647
193637
1597-98
1907-08
1894095
1924025
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Double hundreds

L Hutton ot The Oral
7 RE. Foster a Sydney

K. Barrington t Manchesicr
R Hommond at Sdney
W Hammond at Lords
WL Hammond at ydney

334 D.G. Bradman o Lecds
311 R B, Simpson at Manchester
307 R M. Conpr at Melbourne
304 D.G. Bradman o Lecds
270 D, G Bradman st Melbourne.
266 W, H. Ponsford at The Oval
254 D.G. Bradman at Lords
250 1.1 Langer at Melbourne

244 D.G. Bradman st The Oval
234 S.G. Barnes a Sydney.
234 D, G. Bradman at Sydney
232 D.G. Bradman at The Oval

For England (11)

1938
190304
1964
192829
1938
193637

216" E Payntcrat Notingham
215 D1 Gover at Birmingham
207 X, Hustain a Brmingham
206 PD. Collingvood a Adelaide
200 W. R Hammond at Mebourme

For Australia (23)

1930
1964
196566
1934
193637
1534

232 5.1 MeCabe i Nottingham
25 R B Simpson at Adehide
219 M.A. Tutor at Nottngham
212 D, . Bradiman at Adehide
211 W. L Murdoch st The Oval
207 KX Stackpole at Brishane
206 W. A Brown a Lord's

206 AR Morrie at Adehide
2014 Ryder a Adelade

201 S.E. Gregory a Sydney’
200° A, . Border at Leods

1938
1585
1567

20607

192829

1938
196566
1589
193637
584
197071
1938
195051
152425
189455
1993
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Highest innings totals

For England in England: 9037 dec.at The Oval
in Austalia 636 at Sydney

For Austrsl n Englands 729-6 dec.a Lord's
in Australa: 6598 dec. 3¢ Sydney

Lowest innings tofals

For England in England: 52 at The Oval
in Austalin 15 a Sydncy

For Austrli in Englands 36 ot Bimingham
in Australin: 42 st Sydney
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L Hutton ¢ Haset b O'Reily 4
1. Edrich T b O Relly =
M. Leyhnd run out w7
WK, Hammond I b Flstvood-Smith . 5
E. Payater e b Ol H
D.C.5. Complon b Waite B
1 Hardiaff o not out 5
1A Wood ¢ and b Barnes Y
H.Verity no out B
K Farnes
WLE Bowes

Banlbigwanbs s0
v g ess (ks dec) o
o7 7t

Fist inings — Vit 72-16-50-1; MeCabe 38-5-55-0; ORall 85-26-178-3 Hectwood-Smith §7-1-358-1;
Barnes 5-3-84-1 Hasett 1-3-52-0; Bradman 2.3-1-6-0.

AusTRALIA Fist iminge

WA, Brown ¢ Hammond b Lstand 69 - < Edrich b Farnes 5
.1 Badock ¢ HardstalT b Bones = b Bows o
5.1 McCabe ¢ Edrich b Farnes 14— ¢ Wood b Farnes H
AL Hasatt < Compion b Edrich = T Boer w
5.6, Barnes b Bowss = b ity »
.. Bamett  Wood b Bovs 2= b Fames »
MG, Wit b Bover & = c Edrich b Vrity o
W1 ORelly ¢ Wood b Boves o= notout 7
L O, Flestood-Smith not ot 16~ ¢ Lepland b Farnes a
“D. G. Bradiman sbient hurt = ket hut z
1.V, Finglton absent hurt = abeent hurt Z

Balbanby B B

10319 570 145 5147 115318 355 441 505 -
a0 760 8201 P

Fist iings — Fans 13-4 Bowes 19-3- 495 Edrich10-3-53-1 Verity 3-1-15-0; Leyhod 31-0-1-t
Hammond 2-o-t-o
Sceond binings — Faunes 13.1-1-61-4; Bowes 103253

Letand 501970,

Tos won by Enland UM F Cheserand £ L Wkden
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Second imings

L Hutton b Lindall 1 — ¢ Bradman'b ohuson 7
. whbrook  Lindvll b fohnston 143 = ¢ Harvey b ohnston &
1 drich ¢ Moris b Johnson I Lindvall
A B ¢ and b Johnson 79 = () Hasstt b Miler
.. 5. Compton ¢ Saggers b Lindvll 23 (4 ¢ Miller b Johnston
1.F Crapp b Teshadk 5= ()b Lindwall
NLW D, Yorly b Millr 25~ (6)  Harver b Johnston 7
K. Cranston b Lexton 10 (5) € Saars b Johnston o
1., Brans ¢ Hasat b Loxton 3= ) notout ¥
J. €. Laker ¢ Sogeers b Lowton 4= notout K
R Pollrd ot out o

Balhs s b Balbmnby »
168 2268 3o 426547 e i san o (8 whis ) 365

473 7418 8490 498 0490 e

s s Lindvall 5-10-79— Millr 17:1-3-411 Johnson 361365 Toshack 55-6-11a0t
Lorton 26-4-53-3; Johnson 33-5-89-3 Morris 5-0-30-0
Sceoe s Lindvall 36-6-84-3 Millr 21551, Johnston 29-5-25-4 Loxon 10--20-0;

AusTraLia Fist nnings sceond i
AR Morris ¢ Cranston b Bedser & - < Pollrd b Yordly e
AL Hoset  Crapp b Polard 13 = cand b Compton 7
“D.G. Bradman b Pollrd 3 = notout n
KR Milr ¢ Edrich b tardly  — b Cranston [
RN, Harvey b Laker 1 = ot ut 4
S.LE Loxton b Yardley o
LW, Johnson ¢ Cranston b Liker o
R Lindvall ¢ Crapp b Bier 7
. A, Soggers s Bsans b Laker s
WA Johnston ¢ Edrich b Bedser 5
E R H. Toshack not ut »

Balbignby B Balbonby w0
113265 3068 489 5294 635 sy e (ks oy

773448335 5403 10-458
s mings — Bodsor 312-4-92-; Pollard 38-6-104-3 Cranston 1-1-51-0 Bdrich 1-0-19-0
Laker 3o-8-11;Yardley 17-8-38-3 Compton 3-0-15-0
Sceoe s~ B 21-3-50-0; Polard 336550 Lakor 3-1i-91-0;
Fitton g-1-30-0; Yardle 13-1-44-5; Cranton 7.1-0-25-1

ompton 153821

Tos o by England Unpines H.G. Bakdin and F Chater
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Scorers of over 2,000 runs

T
D.G. Bradman (Austrlia) i
1B, Hobbs (England) a
AR Border (Austrlia) I
DL Gover (England) !
5. R, Waugh (Austrlia) W
G, Boyeott (England) 38
W. R Hammond (England) 5
H. Sutlif (England) b
C.Hill (Austrlia) a
1. H. Edrich (England) 2
G A Gooch (England) o
G5, Chappell (Australin) 3
M. A Totor (Australia) e
M. C. Gowdey (England) B
L Huston (England) 7
RN, Harvey (Australia) 7
T Trumper (Australia) ]
D.C. Boon (Awtralin) 3
WM, Loy (Australia) »
M. E. Waugh (Australia) »
S.E. Gregory (Australi) 5
W. W, Armatrong (Ausrala) 2
LM Chappell (Austrlia) 0
K., Bartington (England) b
AR Morris (Australia) u
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First innings

Second inmings

1B Hoblbs  Oldfidd b Faifx

. £ Wolley ¢ Wal b Fairfux

R Hommond b Grimmett

K5, Dulkepsinhi < Bradman b Grinmett

E H. Hendren ¢ McCabe b Faifux

‘A P.E Chapman c Oldfeld b vl

.0, B Allar b Fairfax.

M. W, Tte ¢ MeCabe b Wall

RW. Y. Robins ¢ OMfld b Hornibrook

1€, White not out

16. Duckworth ¢ Oldfild b vl
Balbzinbs

13315 3105 4309 5236 6-239
7 B30 987 10-55

+ = b Grimment
41— hit wicke b Grimmet

3 - ¢ Rirfx b Grimmett

3 — ¢ Oldfeld b Hornibrock
48 — ¢ Richardson b Grimmett
1 c OMRd b Fieax

3 = lbw b Grimmt

54 - ¢ Ponstond b Grimmett

18 = I b Faifax
0 Biokb et

B st s e
154 97210

Fist mings  Vall 39,453 Forf 31--io1—; Grimmett 1-4-105-3 Hornibrook 36-6-6a-1;

MeCabe 9-1-25-0

Secod s - Wall 25-3-80-03 R 1342573 Grimmett sy-11167- Homibrook 22-6—49-1

AeCabe 1--11-0; Badman 1-o-1-c

®
=
»

s

AUSTRALIA

Fistnninge

WM. Woodfull t Duckverth b Rabine
W H. Ponsford ¢ Hammond b White
D.G. Bradman ¢ Chapman b White
A'F Kippax b Whit
5.1 McCabe ¢ Waolly b Hamimond
V. Richardso ¢ Hobbs b Tate
4. A. 5. OMdeld not out
A Fuifax notout
C.Y. Grimmett
£ M, Honibrook
W wall

Balbus

1162 3353 55 488 5043

st nings — Alle 34-7-15-0; Tate 4114815 White 5171533 Robins

Hammond 15-$-42-1 Weolley 6-0-15-0.

(5 whis dec) T2

Second i

81— b Robins u
~ ¢ Chapman b Tate B

55 — ¢ Duckvorth b Robins B

44— motout =

s

= (yis) 72

Secore nings - Tote 1363103 White 3-0-b-0; Robins 9-1-34-3 Hammond 43-1-6-0

T wom by England

UNPRES F Chister and W, Otes
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AusTRALIA

T Trumper ¢ Humphiies b Crawford
.G, Macartney b Cravfond
C_Hillb Filder
M. A Noble ¢ Braund b Rhodss
V. W Armistron ¢ Hutchings b Cravlord
£ A MeAlser run out
.5, Ransford run out
A Cotterb Convford
1H_Carer ot out
G. R Hadlit b Cravfond
1. Saunders b Fielder
Lbaw

14293 1 4268 317 621y
7240 820 265 0356

15— Filder 3754

s~ Filder 376
Rhodss 16-6-35-o.

0-0; Rhodes -0

4t Cruvord o125 Barnes 324+

mings Second s
9= (3) e Crawfond o
37 - (6) ¢ Humphris b Barnes B
162 b Fielder B
61— (3 b Craford

31— b Bames
1o~ (4 run out

27 - < Hutchings b Barnes
17 - (9) b b Craword
15 (8) ¢ Fane b Barnes

12 b Bames
: Buatbe
e 1 2 s 446 5200 6308 w

328301 902 1

Braund 16-5-4c;

75 Braund s-x-6s-o;

ENGLAND

“E L Fane b Armtrong.

1. Habbs b Cotter

G Gunn o b Cotter

KL Hatchings b Cotter

L. Braund b Coter

). Hardsta snr b Saunders

W Rhodss b Saunders

J.N. Crawford ¢ Ransford b Saunders

S Bames ¢ il b Amistrong

1. Hamphias b Cotter

A Fder not ut
Balbywinby

611160 42685207 6135
753 360 5280 0382

Fire

Harlit 1-1-34-0; Macary 12-2-34-0.
Second i
sl 1050 Macartney S-y-21-1,

15 - Coter 33-4-14-5: Sauncdors34-7-100-3; Noble 9-3-26-0;

" Cotter 3534315 Soanders 30-9-51-5 Armstiong 30, 4-io—5-3 Noble 2-

mings Second s
1 (2 b Amstrong =
b~ (0 b Noble =
15— I Noble B

126 — < Coter b Macartney .
9 - b Armston o
12 - ¢ Ransford b Coter 1
16— < Armstoong b Ssunders o
14— ot out F
&~ I Armtzong. B
& notout K
w Balbrwinby 1

P ey (gvks) 382
7198 8329 324y

rmstrong 34205362

.

Tos o by Australia

s B Argall and R M. Crockett
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Results on each ground

Matches
The Owal 3
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Londs 5
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Birmingharm. i2

Sheffeld 1

In England
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& England have won anly once (1934) since 1896,
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