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Preface

The incredible oeuvre upon which you are about to gaze represents the first serious attempt to assemble between two covers the generally misunderstood and frequently misrepresented drawings of the distinguished twentieth-century draftsman and amateur historian David Macaulay. Although the works of this hitherto neglected artist crystallize the formal and intellectual preoccupations of generations of quintessentially disillusioned visionaries, many of the plates have lain untouched for years. Those that surfaced periodically were more often than not the victims of a misguided aestheticism. 

It was not until September of 1976, while still in the grip of a burning fever, that Judith York Newman, Curator Emeritus of SPACED Gallery of Architecture in New York City, insisted rather violently that an effort be made to gather and display as definitive a collection of the works as possible. Upon her suggestion and out of deference to her seniority the SPACED staff began months of careful research, weeks of painstaking compilation, hours and hours of meticulous restoration and almost forty minutes of cataloguing.

Now, from that exhibition, emerges an opus of truly monumental value—a volume unified by its singular perspective and pointe de vanish. In addition to the stunning formal plates are included several equally significant although less finished drawings produced during the artist's famed period rapide. As if that weren't enough, a selection of only recently discovered preliminary studies is appended that proves beyond a doubt the authenticity of the plates, thus placing the blame for the work squarely and unequivocally upon Macaulay's shoulders.

Great Moments in Architecture, unauthorized by both the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the British Museum, casts a new light and with it the inevitable new shadow, on the perennial inquiry into the spiritual and philosophical meanings of a barely comprehensible, yet expressible and often extraordinarily improvisatory pioneering, etc....

Providence, 1977 K. GREENLAND BARRY





In loving memory of

the grand profession. 






End of sample
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