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During these troubled times, scholars everywhere were racing to sole the

mysteryof Egyptian writing, Unbelievable things were said. Ridiculous books were

written. No one

A the answer. Then an Englishman discovered thy

few of the

Hieroglyphs o the Roset

tone were letters, and be deciphered King Plolemy's
Englishn
Eiypts past—everyone except e

When Jean-Fi

ame. Everyone sid that the would be the frst to unlock the door to
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Then he collapsed 57 He had ot caten. He had
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In Paris, Jean-Frangois studied the Rosetta Stone and other inscriptions. He
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“Then, on a Septermber morming in 1822, Jean-Frangois found A a small packge

o his doorstep—from  frend in Egypt Init were the names of pharsohs copicd from

-
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gois stud-

e the names and s the link The pictures were sounds, too, Not single letters, but

syllables, cven whole words!

Fthe names drew him. 1 began with the hieroglyph of an old, skt friend

perched o  scredstall 5, This was  pleure of the god ofwritg, Thth, llowed

by the leters m

3, and the rushing sound of the
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In 1790, French boy
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n about

weral Napoleon

great leader of France, who was in Egypt uncovering the past

So

naginin

day Tl g0 to Egypt, oo!” Jean-Frangoistold his brother as he sat spell-

himself with Napoleon, making his own discoverics A
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The scientists house was filled with Egyptian treasures. Each

aginatior

anyone read their writing?” asked Jean-Frangois.

“No. No one, the scentistfeplied.
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e day.” sid Je
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On the it day, he avoke. “Pen and paper.” he whispered, and he wrote of
his discovery o the world

People all over France celebrated ' histriumph as

first to translate the ancient writing and open the door to Egypt's past
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Back home, his brother helped him get dorwn all the books they had on Egypt. On moonlit nights,

Jean-Frangois staye] up reading long; ater he should have been sslecp.

s brother nicknamed him “the Egyptian” and bought him notebooks. Jean-Frangois filled them

with hie

yphs. There were prowing lons S5, angry monkeys $5,trampeting clephants 7
and sharpged bis birds " withther g, curvd il He could notrad the Egyptian words,but

he drcamend that e day he would, a he saled up % the Nile
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When ished school at sistcen, his broher took
i to Paris to meet. §4 the scholars who were studying a back stone
from Rosetta, Egypt. The stone was covered with Egyptian and Greek
words and tod ofa King of Egypt named Prolemy: By reaig the
Greck,the scholars hopedto decipher the Egyptian. But the work was
diffcult—certanly oo diffcult for  boy —and the scholars tumed
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rangois away A7 They did not see the ire
buming bright i hiscyes. They did not recognice
the genis who had aready leamed all the known,
ancient languages. They did not know that he was a
sccker of knowledge, one who would not rest until

d found the answer. There are strongly
aocen sandele iy
Plonted on the ground
i ecer e up.”
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