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BOYS VS. GIRLS

Who can talk less for two whole days, boys or girls? The fifth graders at Laketon Elementary are the noisiest class in history, so when Dave Packer challenges Lynsey Burgess to a boys vs. girls “no talking” contest, it’s not going to be easy for either side.

Teachers and school administrators are in an uproar, until one creative teacher sees the kids’ experiment as a unique opportunity to look at language and communication in a fresh new way—and that’s when things get really interesting.

[image: images]“A vintage tale from the master of the theme-driven, feel-good school story.”—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

[image: images] “An interesting and thought-provoking book.” 
—School Library Journal, starred review
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Andrew Clements has written more than fifty books for children, including the award–winning, multimillion–copy bestseller Frindle. Mr. Clements taught in the public schools near Chicago for seven years before moving east to begin a career in publishing and writing. The parents of four grown children, he and his wife live in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Mark Elliott is the illustrator of many picture books and novels for young readers, including No Talking by Andrew Clements and Dexter the Tough by Margaret Peterson Haddix. He lives in New York’s Hudson River valley.
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[image: images]“A fresh, imaginative plot that will have readers smiling all the way through, if not laughing out loud.”

—Horn Book Magazine, starred review

[image: images]“A captivating tale—one to press upon children, and one they’ll be passing among themselves.”

—Kirkus Reviews, pointered review

SCHOOL STORY

[image: images]“A standout. …” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

[image: images]“practical as well as poignant.”

—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

[image: images]“Full of suspense, adventure, and action. Another wonderful novel written by Clements.”—Library Talk, starred review
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[image: images]“Thought-provoking … Readers will cheer.”

—School Library Journal, starred review

“Another terrific school story by the inventor of Frindle.”

—Horn Book Magazine

“The story gallops along …”—New York Times Book Review
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CHAPTER 1

ZIPPED

Dave Packer was in the middle of his fourth hour of not talking. He was also in the middle of his social studies class on a Monday morning in the middle of November. And Laketon Elementary School was in the middle of a medium-size town in the middle of New Jersey.

There was a reason Dave was in the middle of his fourth hour of not talking, but this isn’t the time to tell about that. This is the time to tell what he figured out in the middle of his social studies class.

Dave figured out that not talking is extra hard at school. And the reason? Teachers. Because at 11:35 Mrs. Overby clapped her hands and said, “Class—class! Quiet down!”Then she looked at her list and said,“Dave and Lynsey, you’re next.”

So Dave nodded at Lynsey and stood up. It was time to present their report about India.

But giving this report would ruin his experiment. Because Dave was trying to keep his mouth shut all day. He wanted to keep his lips zipped right up to the very end of the day, to not say one single word until the last bell rang at ten after three. And the reason Dave had decided to clam up ...but it still isn’t the time to tell about that. This is the time to tell what he did about the report.

Dave and Lynsey walked to the front of the room. Dave was supposed to begin the presentation by telling about the history of India. He looked down at his index cards, looked up at Mrs. Overby, looked out at the class, and he opened his mouth.

But he didn’t talk.

He coughed. Dave coughed for about ten seconds. Then he wiped his mouth, looked at his index cards again, looked at Mrs. Overby again, looked at the class again, opened his mouth again, and . . . coughed some more. He coughed and coughed and coughed until his face was bright red and he was all bent over.

Lynsey stood there, feeling helpless. Dave hadn’t told her about his experiment, so all she could do was watch—and listen to his horrible coughing. Lynsey’s opinion of Dave had never been high, and it sank lower by the second.




End of sample
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