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INTRODUCTION

Anyone who lives with a dog will know what extraordinary creatures they are. Their capacity to provide love, loyalty and friendship to their owners is unparalleled in the animal kingdom. But some dogs go beyond the role of man’s best friend when they act to save lives – and they can rightfully be called dog heroes.

This anthology includes some of the most astonishing, fascinating and heart-warming stories of dogs’ heroic acts that have appeared in the media around the world, and also some moving first-hand accounts by people who have witnessed quick-thinking and resourceful canines in action.

The stories include working dogs, ranging from lifeguard dogs to guide dogs. Whilst these animals are remarkable for their intelligence, it’s true to say that they are only doing as they are trained. However, in some cases, their loyalty and dedication leads them to act above and beyond their duties in order to protect humans. Even more amazing, perhaps, are the family pets and strays that have acted instinctively to save their owners and even strangers from danger.





WATER RESCUE

Many dogs enjoy having a splash around in the water, though not all of them are natural swimmers: bulldogs, for example, have heavy bodies and short legs, which makes it difficult for them to stay afloat. Boxers, greyhounds and Dobermann pinschers all struggle in the water due to their low body fat.

The medium-sized breeds that have water-resistant coats and webbing between their toes, however, are excellent swimmers and very at ease in the water, such as Labradors and golden retrievers, which are bred for the purpose of retrieving prey from the water. This would account in part for the large number of water rescues attributed to dogs of these breeds.

Newfoundlands are also great water dogs and have long been used as working dogs by fishermen and water rescue teams. When the SS Ethie was grounded off the dangerous coast of Newfoundland in 1919, one Newfoundland dog is reported to have saved 90 people from the icy water.

In many cases, water rescue stories involve dogs of breeds such as these, that have some inbuilt instinct to rescue people from drowning, or a natural affinity with water. But some are just loyal pets, of indiscriminate breed, who are determined to save their owners from danger.

[image: footprint mark]  BILBO  [image: footprint mark]


Bilbo is a 14-stone chocolate brown Newfoundland who lives with his owner near Land’s End in Cornwall, UK. What started out as a natural love for the water resulted in Bilbo becoming the world’s first qualified surf lifeguard dog, who is credited with saving several lives…
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Bilbo’s owner, Steve Jamieson (known as Jmo), is the head lifeguard at Sennen Cove, a beach near their home. When Bilbo first came to live with him, Jmo understood the famous Newfoundland reputation for an affinity with water. Bilbo absolutely loved the water, and when he came to the beach with Jmo he enjoyed playing in the waves and swimming with the lifeguards.

After a while, Jmo realised that Bilbo could be a useful addition to the lifeguarding team at Sennen Cove and decided to train him to help out. Bilbo had to be put through the same swimming and fitness tests as the other lifeguards and learn how to swim in all types of sea conditions. He was soon swimming with skill and conf dence and became a fully fledged member of the team – the world’s first` fully qualified surf lifeguard dog. But Jmo had also come up with a unique way of using Bilbo to help get the safety message across to beachgoers:


“We [the lifeguards] were then employed by the local council who had spent thousands of pounds producing sea safety signs advising the public about beach safety, the flag system and so on. Hardly anyone took any notice of these signs. I had an idea to have a coat made for Bilbo in red and yellow – the same colour as the flags we want bathers to swim between. It would also have the message ‘swim between the flags’ on it. When Bilbo went on patrol he would wear his coat, becoming an instant success with the public.”



As dogs are not allowed on the beach in the summer, Bilbo rides on the back of a quad bike across the beach, watching for bathers in trouble. The quad stops at intervals so that everyone can meet Bilbo and read the message on his lifejacket. The lifeguards also patrol on a motorised Rescue Ski; Bilbo rides on the sled at the back, from which he can leap off into the sea to assist struggling swimmers and tow them back to safety. Jmo organises regular demonstrations where Bilbo simulates rescues to illustrate the dangers of swimming in strong currents.


“We trained Bilbo to recognise when someone was in trouble in the sea, waving and shouting for help. Bilbo wears a harness under his coat onto which we would clip a buoyancy aid. He would, on locating the "casualty", swim out through the surf, towing the tube behind him. He would then swim around the casualty, drawing the float close to them. When he felt their weight clutching the tube he would turn and tow them ashore.”



Perhaps Bilbo’s distinguishing skill, though, is his ability to warn people of imminent danger in the water. One woman had changed into her swimming things in a remote cove and was heading into the water. Jmo advised her against going in, explaining that the currents had recently shifted and were extremely dangerous, but she ignored him and headed towards the water anyway.


“Without any prompting whatsoever, Bilbo sensed that she was going to get into the sea, and he simply took off spontaneously and ran back down the cliff path towards the woman on the beach, placing himself between her and the sea, actually standing on her feet. She shouted to me to call the dog off, but Bilbo would not move. However, the woman pushed past Bilbo, whereupon he raced into the surf to block her way. Only then did she realise how strong the current was, as she saw what a difficult time Bilbo was having in the powerful waves, so she did not go in.”



Bilbo’s intuition and perseverance had prevented the woman from getting into trouble and being swept away by the strong currents surrounding the cove that day. His bravery did not go unrecognised and the local and national press ran coverage of the story – Bilbo even appeared on national television.

Alongside his regular lifeguarding duties, Bilbo now tours schools in the area and further afield with Jmo, teaching children about beach safety and making sure they remember to ‘swim between the flags’. He has become somewhat of a celebrity and receives lots of fan mail and presents from people all over the world. With over 250,000 people visiting Sennen’s mile-long beach every year, Bilbo certainly has an important task on his hands in educating the beachgoers – and he seems to manage to put a smile on everyone’s face while doing it!

To learn more about Bilbo’s job and beach safety, go to www.bilbosays.com.


What makes Bilbo a good surf lifeguard dog?

Bilbo is a Newfoundland, a dog breed from Newfoundland in Canada that is perfectly adapted to cope with the water. They have a double coat: oily and waterproof on top, and fine-haired underneath for warmth and insulation. Their long, powerful legs give them extra swimming strength and their large, webbed paws act like paddles. With a large tail that acts as a rudder, ears that stick flat to the head when in the water to prevent liquid getting in, and a large lung capacity that gives them increased endurance, these dogs are excellent candidates for lifeguard training. The dogs have been credited with many rescues throughout the breed’s history.
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Echo lived with her owner Tish Smith on Mantoulin Island, Canada. She proved to be an invaluable canoeing companion to Tish on a five-day trip that almost ended in disaster…
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As a keen but inexperienced adventurer, Tish planned a canoe trip on Lake Huron, the second largest of the North American Great Lakes and the third largest fresh water lake in the world. Echo, a shepherd-collie mix, had always seemed at home in the great outdoors and especially loved to swim, so Tish brought her along for company, thinking she would enjoy the trip. The trip lasted for five days and took in some astonishingly beautiful scenery, but at 6 a.m. on the final day their adventure took a turn for the worse.

Although it was summer, a huge storm suddenly engulfed the area, creating enormous waves that lashed their canoe. Tish tried to put a lifejacket on Echo, but Echo would not cooperate, instead nuzzling up to Tish. Tish spoke constantly to Echo while fighting for hours to keep the canoe upright, but it was eventually capsized by an enormous wave, catapulting them both into the freezing water. They thrashed helplessly in the raging waves as their equipment and canoe disappeared into the storm.

The pair remained in the water for the next 12 hours, during which time Echo never left his owner’s side, providing reassurance to Tish and also helping to keep her warm. ‘It was shocking how cold it was for July,’ Tish later said. ‘We swam around for hours. I thought we’d be OK, but it was so cold.’ Although Tish was a qualified nurse, she was so worried about Echo not wearing a lifejacket that she failed to notice the onset of severe hypothermia in her own body. Suddenly she felt a warm and happy sensation rush over her, as she slipped into unconsciousness.

Luckily, Tish’s canoe was discovered and the OPP Marine Search and Rescue Team and the Canadian Air Force Search and Rescue Team from Trenton were called out. Although an initial search found nothing, a crew on an aerial sweep over the area spotted Echo swimming in circles around Tish. They were pulled from the water by paramedics and taken to hospital, where Tish made a full recovery.

By the time the pair were found, they had drifted within striking distance of land. A dog’s instinct in this situation would have been to swim to the safety of the shore but, in spite of this, Echo remained by Tish’s side. Echo’s dense coat stopped her own body temperature from dropping to dangerous levels, and the heat she had passed on to Tish slowed the progress of her hypothermia.

By refusing to leave Tish, Echo had saved her life twice over – by keeping her core temperature above the survival point and by attracting the attention of rescuers who may not otherwise have spotted Tish in the water. ‘Without Echo… there wouldn’t have been a rescue,’ said Tish, who learned a valuable lesson that day not to underestimate the potential dangers of the great outdoors.

[image: footprint mark]  FRISKY  [image: footprint mark]


Hurricane Katrina caused havoc and devastation in 2005 across the Gulf coast of the US, especially to the city of New Orleans. Eighty-year-old George Mitchell was at home with his dog Frisky just along the coast in Biloxi, Missouri, when the storm hit…
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George had had Frisky, a schnauzer-poodle cross, for 19 years. He’d taken him in as a stray puppy and the two had become inseparable. Though Frisky was elderly and almost totally blind, he still had plenty of life left in him.

On the day Hurricane Katrina struck, George and Frisky were at home alone when the floodwaters quickly swamped their house in Biloxi, leaving them unable to escape. They clung to the only thing they could to keep them afloat – a mattress. After around four hours, George began to feel as though he couldn’t hold on any longer, and started to lose his grip on the edge of their float. ‘About four hours after I was treading water and all, I was about ready to let go, and I felt this peaceful feeling like this was it,’ he later explained. Suddenly Frisky, who was on top of the mattress, rushed over to George and began to lick his face.

This display of affection gave George the determination to regain his grip on the mattress and keep holding on. ‘It kind of snapped me out of it and I was able to come back.’ Every time George began to lose strength and slip into the water, Frisky was there to nuzzle him and spur him on to stay alive. Eventually, the waters ebbed away just enough to allow George and Frisky to escape from their sodden home and, once outside, rescuers were able to pull them to safety.

George was adamant that, if it hadn’t been for Frisky, he would have simply let go of the mattress and drowned in the murky floodwater in his home. In a later interview, he said that it was partly the thought of who would take care of his beloved dog if he died that kept him going. ‘I couldn’t ever express the closeness between he and I,’ he said. ‘Without him I wouldn’t be here, I really wouldn’t.’

[image: footprint mark]  YARON  [image: footprint mark]


Guide dog Yaron, living with his owner Jon Hastie in West Kirby, Merseyside, astonished everyone one summer by acting above and beyond his guide dog duties to rescue a little girl from danger…
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Jon Hastie was on holiday with his brother, his brother’s wife and their two young daughters in the Isles of Scilly. Yaron, Jon’s black Labrador-golden retriever cross, came along to fulfil his usual duties of safely guiding his blind owner.

The family were spending the afternoon at the beach when Jon’s niece Charlotte, aged seven, fell off her bodyboard into the sea. She quickly started to drift out of her depth and, despite the fact that she was wearing a life jacket, became increasingly distressed. She tried to grab hold of her bodyboard and get back on, but in her panic she splashed around, which pushed the board further away. Jon recounted what happened next:


“Yaron saw that Charlotte was distressed and jumped into the sea. He swam out to Charlotte and began to circle around her, so that she could grab hold of his collar, before swimming back to shore. Charlotte’s dad helped to bring them both safely back to the shore and neither were hurt, just a bit soggy !”



Yaron’s brave and intelligent reaction had prevented the situation from becoming far more serious; he had understood the situation quickly and taken it upon himself to help the distressed girl. After the terrifying ordeal, Charlotte realised the important role Yaron had played in her rescue. Jon described how the little girl expressed her gratitude:


“Charlotte was over the moon with Yaron, telling anyone and everyone that he had saved her life. This isn’t what a guide dog is trained to do but Yaron went beyond the call of duty and is certainly a winner to me and my family.”



Yaron was named Beyond the Call of Duty Guide Dog of the Year 2008 as part of the prestigious Guide Dog of the Year Awards. The award was presented by television presenter Peter Purves. Vicky Bell, a spokesperson for the charity The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, commented, ‘It is fantastic that Yaron’s bravery has been recognised and we are able to celebrate his amazing achievement.’

[image: footprint mark]  JAKE  [image: footprint mark]


Four-year-old Labrador retriever Jake had never been considered the brightest dog in the pack, but he knew exactly what to do when he spotted that his young owner Tony was in danger…
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Twelve-year-old Tony Bailey regularly swam with Jake in the Platte River in Nebraska, US. But one day, heavy rains had increased the river’s flow and caused eddying currents to swirl across the channel. Tony jumped into the river in his usual swimming spot and was immediately sucked under the water and downstream. The unexpected force of the current and the rise in the level of the river meant that Tony was completely out of his depth and was being dragged further into the centre of the channel. He shouted for assistance, but there was no one nearby.

Just as he was pulled entirely under the water, he saw his pet Labrador, Jake, leap from the bank into the river. Tony was under the water for some time, but when he eventually resurfaced, Jake was swimming beside him. Tony caught hold of Jake’s neck and allowed the dog to tow him back to the riverbank. Thanks to Jake’s intervention and his extraordinary display of strength in pulling Tony along through the raging torrents of the river, Tony was able to scramble to safety.

After the brave rescue, Jake was praised by Tony’s family and rewarded with a large bone. Diane, Tony’s mother, commented that Jake wasn’t renowned for his intelligence, and said she was astonished that he had had the presence of mind to jump in and save Tony. Even Tony said that Jake sometimes behaved strangely and often became confused when confronted with everyday objects. They both agreed, though, that Jake had demonstrated another side to his personality in the river that day; he proved that, while he might not have been the world’s most intelligent dog, he could more than make up for it with his kind heart and his loyalty.
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The black Labrador retriever dubbed ‘Swansea Jack’ made as many as 27 watery rescues during his short life in the 1930s…
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Jack lived with his owner William Thomas at Padley Yard, Wales, on the western bank of the River Tawe, an area that was made derelict after Swansea’s shipping industry shifted to the eastern side of the river.

In 1931, aged just one, the Labrador retriever made his first heroic rescue when a 12-year-old boy who was playing on the wharf fell into the water. As a puppy Jack had always been frightened of deep water (perhaps that would explain why he was so watchful of humans in the water) but as soon as he saw that the boy was in trouble he jumped in and dragged him back to the shallows, where the boy struggled ashore. Despite his timely action, Jack’s bravery was not reported at the time.

Several weeks later, Jack performed a second successful rescue by saving a flagging swimmer from the nearby waters of North Dock. This time his actions attracted a small crowd, and his photo and an account of the rescue were printed in the local newspaper. He was awarded a silver collar by the city council for his efforts, and sprang to fame as a local hero.

By the age of five, Jack had made so many rescues that he was featured in the national newspapers. He won numerous medals for his service to humans, including two bronze stars from the National Canine Defence League, the ‘Bravest Dog of the Year’ award from both The Star newspaper and the Daily Mirror in 1936, and the ‘Bravest Dog’ category at Crufts. He was even presented with a silver cup by the Lord Mayor of London when he was taken on a nationwide tour. Later, Jack also helped to raise substantial amounts of money for charitable causes when his owner permitted the famous and wealthy to be photographed with him.

Sadly, on 2 October 1937, aged just seven, Jack died after accidentally eating rat poison. A memorial to this charismatic and courageous canine was erected near to his favourite swimming spot on the promenade in Swansea, near St Helen’s Rugby Ground. It can still be visited today.


Labradors to the rescue!

It would seem that Labrador retrievers have a habit of diving in and coming to the rescue of people in danger of drowning.

On 1 May 2008, ten-year-old Labrador Penny leaped into the fast-flowing River Elwy in North Wales when she and her owner, Brenda Owen, spotted a woman who had fallen from her wheelchair into the water. Penny dragged the unconscious woman back to the bank, where Brenda was able to pull her to safety. A police spokesperson said, ‘There’s no doubt that her quick thinking and prompt action saved the woman’s life.’

Nine-year-old Ryan Rambo was rafting on the Roaring Fork River in Colorado, US, when his raft hit a log and capsized. He was wearing a life jacket, but attempts by rescuers to reach him with ropes failed and he began to drift away downstream. Thirteen-year-old Chelsea Bennett was playing on the riverbank with her two-year-old yellow Labrador retriever, Zion, when she heard Ryan’s screams. Her brave dog jumped into the river and towed Ryan back to the bank. Thanks to Zion’s quick intervention, Ryan suffered only a small scratch in the ordeal.







DEFENDING PEOPLE FROM HUMAN ATTACK

Most dogs will act instinctively to protect their territory, either by barking to warn off an intruder or by attacking them. Certain dogs are bred specifically for guarding, such as German shepherds, pit bulls and Staffordshire terriers, and these are the most likely to attack in response to a perceived threat. That doesn’t rule out other breeds though, particularly if the dog feels they are defending someone or something they consider to be part of their ‘pack’ – usually their owner or other people and animals they live with. This section tells the stories of some courageous dogs that came to the defence of humans in a violent situation, often at the risk of their own lives.
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When Angela Marcelino returned to her home in San José, California, in June 2007 she had no idea that her pit bull terrier, Maya, was about to save her life…
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As Angela Marcelino opened the door to her house, she suddenly noticed a shape in the shadows. Before she had time to react, a man had appeared, pushed her violently into the house and followed her inside.

She screamed as loud as she could, but the man had already slammed the door shut behind him. He told her to ‘shut up’ and grasped her firmly by the throat, almost choking her. After she managed to scream a second time he tightened his grip. ‘That’s when I saw a white streak run in from the other room,’ said Angela. ‘His grip was so tight that I could only gurgle the words, "Maya, get him."’

Eventually, pit bull terrier Maya was able to distract the man sufficiently for Angela to hit the man in his groin, causing him to release his grip on her throat. Angela took hold of Maya’s collar and the man left, realising that Maya would continue to protect Angela from the attack. Angela followed the man from a distance and watched as he climbed into a car, taking down his registration number before phoning the police.

When the police arrived Angela answered their questions and described how Maya had come to her rescue. She noticed that Maya had something red on her face, and at first the police were concerned that the dog had been injured. But the blood on Maya’s face didn’t belong to the dog – it had come from Angela’s attacker. Although the police had some difficulty in restraining the feisty Maya, they were eventually able to take a sample of the blood for testing. Later, a suspect was arrested and his DNA matched the blood found on Maya’s face. The brave dog had not only saved her owner’s life, but had also helped to convict her attacker.

As far as Angela is concerned, Maya is a true hero. ‘I’m so proud and grateful to have her as part of the family,’ said Angela. ‘It makes each day a little easier to deal with. We can’t imagine life without her.’ Maya was awarded The Animal Miracle Foundation’s National Dog Day ‘Hero Dog of 2008’.


Pit bulls – a dangerous breed?

The term ‘pit bull’ is used in reference to several breeds of dog, most commonly the American pit bull terrier, American Staffordshire terrier and Staffordshire bull terrier. Pit bulls have a reputation for being aggressive and dangerous, as these animals often fall into the hands of irresponsible people, who may only be interested in owning the dog because of the ‘macho image’ connected to them. Their bad reputation stems from their history as fighting dogs, and has been worsened by reports in the press of pit bulls that have attacked humans, including small children. In the UK, restrictions have been placed on the ownership of pit bulls under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, and some states in the US have laws restricting breeding and ownership. But as Maya’s and two of the other dogs’ stories in this section show, they can be loyal, loving and highly protective companions, especially if they are trained and handled properly.
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In August 2008 in the US, the Ohio press reported that a 27-year-old woman living in the town of Springfield was woken by noises in her house…
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Hearing noises in her house, a young woman in Ohio assumed it was her dog and went downstairs, to be met by a nasty surprise. She found a male intruder who had crept into the house and was attempting to steal her Xbox, DVDs and television. When she confronted him, asking what he was doing, things took a turn for the worse. The man grabbed hold of her, threw her down on the floor and started to attack her with a knife. He sliced a large gash on her leg and more on her stomach, arms and face. She tried to fight back by kicking him in the groin, but it had little effect and he continued the brutal assault, though he did cry out.

Perhaps that’s what alerted the dog that something was wrong. Gracie, only two years old, ran downstairs and bit the attacker on the leg, causing him to run away, giving the woman an opportunity to telephone for help. Medics rushed her to hospital and she recovered, thanks to Gracie – who stopped a burglary from turning into something much worse.

[image: footprint mark]  UNNAMED GERMAN SHEPHERD  [image: footprint mark]


One Sunday evening, a woman came close to experiencing a nasty attack but was saved by her dog…
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A woman in her forties was walking her German shepherd in the park in the Harrowgate Hill area of Darlington, County Durham. It was dark, but she let the dog off the lead and watched him closely. It was then she realised there was someone behind her. The woman turned and saw a man in a padded jacket, who then made a sudden movement with his arms and an obscene suggestion, leaving the woman shocked and terrified.

The German shepherd, extremely protective of its owner, started barking and growling and baring its teeth, then lunged at the man and sank its teeth around his right forearm. It refused to release his grip, even when the man violently tried to shake free.

The woman ran away as he was struggling with the dog, and then shouted for the animal once she was at a safe distance. It released the man, who ran off in the opposite direction.

Later, she was able to describe the man to police, who then monitored hospitals and health centres in the hope that the man would seek treatment for the bite.

[image: footprint mark]  AI KA  [image: footprint mark]


A factory worker from Bangkok described how her 14-year-old mixed-breed dog Ai Ka was injured when a man attacked her with a knife and a gun…
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Tawee Makmee, a 42-year-old factory worker, was going home by motorbike when she spotted someone she knew, a man named To, arguing with a teenager. She stopped to ask what was going on, at which point the man became very angry, took out a knife and lunged towards Tawee with it.

‘I ran to my house. But he broke in and pointed a gun at my head,’ Tawee said. ‘I was pleading for my life when my dog suddenly barked and jumped at the man.’ The man then shot her dog, Ai Ka, twice.

‘He pointed the gun back at me but I pleaded for my life and explained that I didn’t intend to offend him from the very beginning,’ Tawee said. ‘After some time, he agreed to leave without hurting me.’

Immediately, she rushed her faithful defender Ai Ka to the vet, where the dog underwent an operation to remove two bullets from his leg, and was given calcium in the hope that his fractured bone would heal naturally.

‘I am so sorry he was shot in place of me,’ Tawee said. ‘He saved my life.’

[image: footprint mark]  ANGEL  [image: footprint mark]


When a woman and her two-year-old son were threatened by a man with a knife, the last thing she expected was for a stray dog to come out of nowhere to her rescue…
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A Florida woman had taken her two-year-old son to the playground in Port Charlotte and was just leaving when a man approached her with a knife and warned her not to make any noise or sudden movements. Not knowing what to do, she froze. Suddenly, she saw a pit bull terrier run up and bare his teeth, growling and barking at the man, who simply fled.

‘You hear about family dogs protecting their owners, but this dog had nothing to do with this woman or her kid,’ Animal Control Lt Brian Jones said. ‘He was like her guardian angel.’

Badly trained pit bulls have brought the breed a menacing reputation, but this one seemed to have successfully thwarted a robbery and maybe even saved the life of this mother and toddler – even though the dog had never met them before. ‘It was clear he was trying to defend this woman,’ said Jones.

The woman got her boy into the car as fast as possible to drive away, but the dog jumped into the back seat. So, together with their guardian angel, they waited for the police and animal control officers to arrive.

There was still no sign of the owners, though the dog seemed healthy, so he was taken to a shelter and the woman he had rescued made it clear that she and her family would adopt him if he needed a home. After all, he was there when she and her son needed help. Not knowing his name, she simply called him Angel.

[image: footprint mark]  KAISER  [image: footprint mark]


Craig Cunningham from Workington, Cumbria, who regularly looks after Staffordshire bull terrier Kaiser, was protected by the heroic dog when a man approached and demanded money…
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Thirty-one-year-old Craig was out walking Kaiser behind the Moorclose Inn in Workington when a man wearing a hooded top appeared out of a back alley and asked for money. When Craig said that he didn’t have any, the man drew a knife and started to attack. Kaiser leaped in to defend Craig, putting himself in danger, and the attacker then stabbed Kaiser with the knife.

‘Anyone who knows Kaiser knows he’s a good little jumper, and when he saw the lad come for me, he jumped in between us. I’ll be honest – I ran off, I was really shaken,’ said Craig of the frightening ordeal.

Unfortunately, the extent of the heroic dog’s injuries were only discovered the following morning. By the time he was taken in to the vet’s the next morning, Kaiser had lost a great deal of blood – six pints, in fact. He was rushed into surgery.

The next hours would determine whether Kaiser had lost his own life while protecting his guardian. Thankfully, he survived, and was returned safely to his owner, Ryan Charters from Moorclose. Craig applauded the dog’s heroism, saying, ‘He’s been a little hero. If it wasn’t for Kaiser I’d have been the one to get stabbed.’

[image: footprint mark]  BUFFY  [image: footprint mark]


Areas of East Oakland, the south-eastern and largest part of Oakland, California, US, have been plagued by high crime, violence and drug activity. Thankfully the Bartley family had Buffy to protect them…



One evening in January 2007, Will Bartley, owner of a mobile phone store near 92nd Avenue and International Boulevard, shut up shop and headed home. He had no idea that he was being followed.

The gunman who had trailed him home proceeded to rob him of $400, his credit cards and his ID. But Will’s German shepherd dog Buffy, a family pet and ‘true and loving friend’ as Will described her later, wasn’t going to let it happen. She leaped onto the gunman – who fired two shots, one hitting Buffy in her left front leg.

Buffy, seven years old, was bleeding as she was taken to a veterinary hospital. The vets managed to save her leg, but discovered she had a kidney problem that would be aggravated by the loss of blood. Complications took her back to the Bay Area Veterinary Specialists, but she stopped eating and grew weak. She only survived a month, and was put down.

That’s not the end of the story, however. Buffy’s heroic actions did not go unrecognised. The entire community showed their support with countless cards and letters of sympathy to Will and his family. The Humane Society of the United States chose to honour the German shepherd with the very first ‘Dogs of Valor Award’ in the companion dog category, to honour the extraordinary ‘courage and dedication to her family’ she had shown by intervening in the robbery.

It wouldn’t bring her back, but Will and his family felt proud and grateful to their beloved Buffy. ‘We still love and miss Buffy dearly.’


Dogs of Valor

The Humane Society of the United States created the Dogs of Valor Awards to give recognition to dogs that have performed an extraordinary act of courage by heroically helping a person in need. The second annual awards were held in May 2009 and the winner was Baby from Albuquerque, a five-year-old Great Dane that kept her owner warm for ten hours when he was trapped inside his SUV, which had plunged 20 feet down a hill and wedged between two trees, then went to get help. Firefighters were able to pull 82-year-old Elwood Cardon to safety and he was later treated for a cracked spine.
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Surgeons should be recognised for their work in saving the lives of dogs which are injured in the course of defending their owners. This time, it was The Humane Society that helped one family through their ordeal…



[image: footprint mark]

Neil Chauncey was watching a movie at his home with six other family members one Thursday night in Mayport, Florida, when suddenly they saw three masked men approaching their house. Before they knew it, one of the men had burst through the front door, carrying a small shotgun.

Chauncey’s pet pit bull, Mann, knew exactly what to do. He leaped up and managed to catch the burglar just as he was coming through the door. Unfortunately, it didn’t stop the intruder, who kicked Mann off, turned the gun on the pit bull and in a cowardly act of malice shot him before running away with his partners in crime.

Chauncey and his family were saved. But what about Mann? Chauncey couldn’t afford big vets’ bills but he had to get help for the nine-month-old dog. He called all over town looking for assistance. Meanwhile, the pit bull was losing a lot of blood. Eventually, a clinic at Jacksonville Beach suggested he try the Clay County Humane Society. They promised to help the dog for free.

Doctors at the Humane Society took X-rays and discovered Mann’s left front leg had been shattered by the bullet; they also found nerve damage. There was only one course of action: in an operation that took two hours, Mann’s leg was amputated. The family, who stayed at the clinic throughout, learned that their pit bull would wake up from his sedation with only one front leg, but he would pull through after his traumatic experience and be back on his feet in days.

‘He’s going to have a long life,’ said the surgeon, Doctor Alicia Price. Chauncey felt the dog had probably saved lives. ‘If it weren’t for him no telling what would have happened.’
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Gracie was only a 50-pound puppy when a violent intruder entered her home and assaulted her owner, but in spite of her young age she acted with astounding speed and effectiveness in combating the attack…



Thirty-two-year-old mother of three Tonya Kendall was at her apartment in Imperial, Missouri, with her 11-month-old son playing with his toys on the living room floor, when she heard a knock on the door late one morning.

‘Who is it?’ she asked.

‘Cable guy,’ a man answered. Tonya remembered her neighbours talking about the problems they’d had with their cable the week before, so she opened the door.

She was unlucky.

The man pushed his way through the door and knocked her onto the stairs behind, pulled her T-shirt up and began to wrestle with her jeans. She later remembered that he smelled bad, a mixture of car engines and body odour, and was wearing a hooded sweatshirt and a cap. But his face was exposed as he held his gloved hand over her mouth.

Unable to move, suddenly at the top of the stairs above her she saw her young dog Gracie come to the rescue. The German shepherd lunged down the stairs at the man, landing on his shoulder and clamping its teeth into his flesh.

The attacker stood up and threw the puppy across the room. Tonya was devastated and frightened.

Gracie, however, was determined and undeterred. She charged again, this time locking on the man’s right arm.

Again, he shook himself free and flung the dog back across the living room. But this time he wasn’t waiting around for a third attack. As the dog came towards him again, he retreated out the door – with a threat.

‘That’s all right. I’ll be back to finish what I started.’

Tonya Kendall locked the door behind him and at once grabbed her young child. She also found a baseball bat and a knife for self-protection. Then she sat down to telephone the police and her fiancé.

A knock at the door made her jump up with a start. Was her attacker back already? Would he force his way in, knowing that she could easily identify him, having seen his face? Mercifully, it wasn’t him. It was the police.

The detectives with the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department showed her their badges and she described her attacker to a sketch artist – eyebrows, hair, eyes, and any distinguishing features. The drawing, when completed, made her physically sick, such was the trauma she had endured.

‘It was him, in my house, all over again,’ she said. ‘But I can’t completely fall apart. I’ve got three children. This man is not going to ruin my life. He’s not. I won’t let him.’

That night, trying to sleep, she imagined she could still smell the attacker in the room, although her fiancé reassured her she was safe. Her four-legged friend Gracie also climbed into the bed, ready to protect her whatever the cost.
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A dog’s power to save lives, it seems, is not always in its teeth, as was proved by Dante, who helped to avert a disaster…
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The Beaches district of Toronto, Canada, is usually known for its laid-back atmosphere and friendly neighbourhood where residents often walk their dogs near the shores of Lake Ontario. But one day James Paul Stanson, from the province of New Brunswick, loaded his car with several guns and 6,000 rounds of ammunition before driving there, with the plan of shooting as many people as he could.

On arriving in east-end Toronto, according to police, he went into a park to load his weapons. Then, astonishingly, he changed his mind when he met a playful dog, Dante, a part Husky, part Australian shepherd, which befriended him.

Stanson turned himself in to the police and was charged with eight weapons and firearms offences. Local resident Kristina Khyser, proud owner of the pet that may have prevented a terrible crime, was not surprised by Dante’s behaviour.

‘He’s extremely empathetic,’ she said. ‘If one of my children cries he gets upset and so it doesn’t surprise me he would sense first of all a dog lover, but a dog lover that’s upset.’
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Though Calamity Jane had lost a leg due to a bullet wound, that didn’t deter the gutsy dog from seeing off a group of armed robbers who were terrorising the neighbours…
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Calamity Jane, a golden retriever, was discovered abandoned by the side of the road in Texas. Worse, her left front leg had a bullet wound and had to be amputated in order to save her life, and during the emergency surgery she was also found to be pregnant.

The dog was taken into care by Golden Retriever Rescue of North Texas. There, she adapted to life on three legs and gave birth to seven healthy puppies. Life was looking up for Calamity Jane. Or so you might have thought.

Her puppies were just a few weeks old when she somehow sensed trouble nearby. The Koleman family next door were being attacked by armed robbers and held at gunpoint that late January night. An unlikely hero, this three-legged golden retriever started barking at once, causing the robbers to flee – hotly pursued by Calamity Jane, who had good reason to be wary of guns, but wasn’t going to be deterred even though she had lost a leg to one.

‘Things could have turned out a lot different had it not been for her,’ Steven Koleman told a local TV station. The Kolemans credited Calamity Jane with saving their lives.
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A stray dog that was taken in and put to work as a security dog at a factory soon proved to be an asset to the company…
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In Hsinchu County, Taiwan, factory security staff had adopted a dog called Hsiao Hei as their guard dog after finding him as a stray two years before and feeding him daily with their leftovers.

It was December 2007 when the dog became aware of someone nearby and began barking fiercely. The intruder misguidedly ignored the warning and continued to trespass onto the grounds of the closed factory.

Hsiao Hei bit the man on the thigh and crotch, then continued to attack the man and was gripping his right arm with his teeth to hold him prisoner when factory security arrived. The guard dog then watched him carefully in the security room while they waited for police to arrive.

Security staff were so proud of their heroic former stray. ‘He doesn’t bark that often, but we’ve finally realised his bravery in this experience which just proves the saying that "a dog’s bite is worse than his bark".’

Hsiao Hei was rewarded with a chicken thigh for his courageous action. Meanwhile, the burglar, Shih Chin-lung, a wanted man for his previous burglaries, was met with giggles by the hospital nurse when police took him there for bite treatment.
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