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Introduction

I guess I knew a good thing when I saw it. When I wrote the first edition to All the Tea in Chicago in 2006, I claimed in the introduction that Chicago was one of the best cities in the U.S. to drink loose leaf tea. Since then, tea has taken off in the Windy City even more than I could have predicted. The second edition of All the Tea in Chicago 0is written for the same reasons I decided to write the first edition: Chicago is a great tea city; tea is more popular in the city and across the country than ever before; and scientists are continuing to find health benefits to drinking tea.

Why a second edition to All the Tea in Chicago? The first edition sold out much quicker than I or the retail stores and restaurants expected. I needed to supply these vendors with more copies, but also had another issue to face—there were simply dozens of new tea houses and other sellers of tea in Chicago and its environs that weren’t in existence when the first edition was printed. And, at the suggestion of fellow Chicago tea writer, Ceil Miller Bouchet, I am including commentary and recommendations for specific teas in the listings of this book.

The layout of this book is similar to that of the first edition. The first section is devoted to the hotels and restaurants that serve afternoon tea. I have renamed this section simply “Afternoon Tea” since more than just hotels serve it now. There are plenty of cafes and tea houses that offer scones and sandwiches which rival those at the best hotels on North Michigan Avenue.

The second section lists the tea houses and restaurants across Chicago and the surrounding suburbs that serve and sell loose leaf tea. For this edition, though, I have also included shops that sell high quality packaged loose leaf tea. For the tea houses and restaurants, again I have limited my listings to only those establishments that serve loose leaf tea. I have come across several cute and comfortable tea houses, mainly in the suburbs, that serve tea in tea bags. Because most restaurants do serve tea in this fashion, I have decided to omit those places. Loose leaf tea is a higher quality tea than that which is found in tea bags, which uses scraps and remnants of tea leaves. In the afternoon tea section, though, I have included Ethel’s Chocolates even though they serve Tea Forte tea sachets, which uses a higher quality tea than what is used in most tea bags. I like their “tea for two” truffles and tea service, so have made an exception to the non-tea bag rule here. I’ve spoken to restaurant and café proprietors about the tea bag issue. It is my hope that they will switch to serving loose leaf tea in the future so everyone can enjoy a proper cup of tea!

Asian bubble tea has grown in popularity in Chicago even more since the printing of the first edition. I am including a revised and expanded section about Asian bubble tea in the third section. Some new cafes, as well as some older ones that weren’t listed in the first edition, are found in this section.

The fourth section lists websites where you can buy loose leaf tea and tea accessories. With today’s demanding schedules, many people prefer to shop online at their convenience, which is often during non-business hours. Many of these online tea shops have excellent toll-free customer service numbers.

Finally, I’ve kept the glossary and the indexes—both alphabetical and by area—in the fifth and sixth sections, respectively. As with any guidebook, the information is current as of writing so please call the tea houses or restaurants ahead if you need to know when they are open, if they still accommodate private parties, are wheelchair accessible, etc.

As always, enjoy this book and all the tea in Chicago!
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SECTION ONE

Afternoon tea

Afternoon tea originated in Britain to hold people over between lunch and a very late supper, and is found in former British colonies across the world. In my early travels to Canada and New Zealand—British Commonwealth countries—I first tasted scones and tea sandwiches, washed down with cups upon cups of tea. Little did I know that afternoon tea was also served in my hometown of Chicago, mostly at the posh hotels along North Michigan Avenue. Twenty years later, more and more hotels in Chicago as well tea houses and restaurants have established afternoon tea as their own traditions.


ICONS

Use these icons to learn more about each entry at a glance:
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child friendly
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wheelchair accessible
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available for private parties
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near public transportation
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wifi



Besides individual pots of loose leaf tea, afternoon tea service usually includes plated tiers of scones, finger sandwiches, and cakes and pastries. The scones are traditionally served with lemon curd, strawberry preserves, and clotted cream, which is thick, whipped butter. The finger sandwiches usually include cucumber, egg salad, and thin slices of meat and salmon. Sometimes afternoon tea menus will not specify vegetarian alternatives, but most do have a nice selection of vegetarian sandwiches and other savories. It’s best to call ahead to confirm. Afternoon tea can be a satisfying alternative to lunch or dinner, and is a great way to enjoy the atmosphere of a five-star hotel without paying five-star prices. Afternoon tea prices average $25.00 per person at most downtown hotels and average $20 per person at free-standing restaurants and tea houses. It’s best to call the hotels or restaurants in advance to check the price and hours of afternoon tea service, and because many afternoon tea venues require advanced reservations.

AMERICAN GIRL CAFÉ

This popular doll shop first opened in Chicago and is now known around the world. Afternoon tea is served in the Café for $17.00 per person, plus tax. The service begins with warm cinnamon buns and continues with delicacies such as blueberry-lemon scones, cranberry bread, lemon-poppy seed bread, vegetable cream cheese and cucumber sandwiches, chicken salad boats with cheddar cheese sails, egg salad sandwiches, and roasted turkey with cranberry mayonnaise. Tea service at American Girl Café concludes with fruit tartlets, cookies, and a chocolate mousse flowerpot.

At the time of writing, American Girl Place was in the process of renovating part of the former Lord & Taylor space at Water Tower Place (835 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago). They are scheduled to open their new doors in the autumn of 2008. Plans are underway to expand the Café to include a private dining area. The Chicago Avenue location will close after the Water Tower store opens.


In the city:

111 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 877.247.5223

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily at 4:00 p.m.

Reservations are strongly recommended.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???

About 80% of the tea served in the United States today is iced tea.

CHALKBOARD

Chalkboard started serving afternoon tea in December 2007 and is quickly becoming a city favorite! For $19.00 per person, it is good value for the money. Choose from more than a dozen varieties of Julius Meinl loose leaf tea to complement traditional tea sandwiches, scones, and pastries. Tea at Chalkboard is only served on Saturday.


In the city:

4343 North Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.477.7144

HOURS: Saturday 2:00 to 4:30 p.m.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???

A single pound of tea will yield about 180 cups of brewed tea!

CHESTER MANOR TEA ROOM

WEB:www.chestermanor.net

Wilmington is about an hour drive from Chicago and is located on the Kankakee River. With six types of afternoon tea service featuring more than a dozen types of loose leaf tea, the Chester Manor Tea Room is housed at the Chester Manor Bed & Breakfast, located in an Italianate style 19th century Victorian home. Their lightest tea service includes a pot of tea and a scone for $4.95 per person. Also on the light side, and for under $10.00 per person, is a tea service, which includes a pot of tea, scones, sweets, and—for a couple of dollars more—savories. The heavier afternoon tea services are named after British royalty and range from $17.00 to $35.00 per person.


In the suburbs

116 South Kankakee Street, Wilmington, Illinois

PHONE: 815.476.1055

HOURS: Daily from noon to 3:00 p.m.

Reservations are required.
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??? DID you KNOW ???

Tea drinking is an ancient tradition dating back 5,000 years in China and India.

THE DRAKE HOTEL

WEB:www.thedrakehotel.com

When people think of afternoon tea in Chicago, many first think of the Drake. After all, the hotel is one of the oldest and most elegant hotels in Chicago. Located on North Michigan Avenue across from the Oak Street Beach, the Drake epitomizes the elegance of the Magnificent Mile. And its afternoon tea doesn’t disappoint. It is served in the Palm Court on tables and couches surrounding a fountain, often accompanied by a classical harpist. Darker and more intimate than other hotels that serve afternoon tea, the Drake is particularly festive during the winter holidays.

Afternoon tea costs $37.50 per person, including tax and gratuity. The tea menu is extensive, including black, green, herbal, and fruit blends. A children’s menu including a nice selection of decaffeinated teas is available.

The service is generally fine. They didn’t accommodate vegetarians as well as some other hotels. Instead of appetizing meat-free alternatives, they simply provide extra cucumber sandwiches. The staff was good with wheelchair assistance, though. Private parties are not held in a separate room, but in the main area of the Palm Court.


In the city

Palm Court
140 East Walton Place, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.787.2200

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served Monday through Friday from 1:30 to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.; Holiday season (Thanksgiving to New Years Day) 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Reservations are accepted for groups of eight or more.
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ETHEL’S CHOCOLATES

WEB: www.ethelschocolates.com

Afternoon tea at Ethel’s Chocolates is served all day and cuts right to the chase. Bypass the sandwiches and scones and dive right into the truffles for which Ethel’s is so well known. For $15.00, enjoy “Truffles and Tea for Two”, which includes tea and 10 truffles! Choose from a huge selection of truffles displayed in the front counter. Ethel’s serves a variety of black, green, and herbal Tea Forte tea sachets.


In the city

2 North Riverside Plaza, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.993.7515

HOURS: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday closed.
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520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.464.9330

HOURS: Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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900 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.440.9747

HOURS: Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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819 West Armitage Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.281.0029

HOURS: Sunday through Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Friday 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m. to midnight.
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3404 North Southport Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.525.1568

HOURS: Monday noon to 8:00 p.m.; Tuesday through Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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In the suburbs

20530 North Rand Road, Deer Park, Illinois

PHONE: 847.540.6107

HOURS: Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Sunday noon to 5:00 p.m.
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527 Davis Street, Evanston, Illinois

PHONE: 847.424.0790

HOURS: Monday through Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Sunday noon to 7:00 p.m.
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45 South Washington Street, Hinsdale, Illinois

PHONE: 630.794.0640

HOURS: Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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28 West Jefferson Avenue, Naperville, Illinois

PHONE: 630.369.4189

HOURS: Monday through Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
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253 Old Orchard Shopping Center, Skokie, Illinois

PHONE: 847.675.7446

HOURS: Monday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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FOUR SEASONS CHICAGO

WEB:www.fourseasons.com

The Four Seasons is a class act all over the world. And Chicago is no exception. Afternoon tea at the Four Seasons Chicago is one of the best I’ve tried anywhere and is served at small tables with oversized chairs and small couches, which makes the experience comfortable, relaxing, and elegant. The unique white tea pots are worth the price of afternoon tea, which is $25.00, excluding tax and gratuity. The Castle Cairn pots are made in Germany and can rest upright, at a 45 degree angle, or horizontally, depending on the where the tea is in its steeping process.

The Four Seasons serves a wide assortment of black, green, and herbal teas, along with a fine assortment of scones, finger sandwiches, French pastries, and tea bread. I was also very impressed with their vegetarian alternatives. The chef creates colorful and tasty savories that nicely complement the tea, scones, and pastries. To reserve a vegetarian meal for afternoon tea, call ahead.

Unlike other North Michigan Avenue afternoon tea spots, the Four Seasons has two private rooms, the Astor and Bellevue Rooms, to celebrate that special occasion. The Castle Cairn tea pots are not used in the private rooms.


In the city

Seasons Lounge and Conservatory
120 East Delaware Place,7th Floor, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.280.8800

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served Monday through Saturday. Seatings are from 3:00 to 3:45 p.m.

Reservations are required for the holiday season and are strongly recommended during other times of the year.
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THE HERRINGTON INN & SPA

WEB: www.herringtoninn.com

The Herrington Inn is a lovely venue for a weekend away or simply an afternoon for tea. Tea is only served once a month and consists of traditional finger sandwiches, scones, pastries, and tea breads, all for $19.50 per person. For an additional charge, Atwater’s serves champagne with their tea service. The setting is lovely and looks onto their garden area, which is beautiful year-round.


In the suburbs

Atwater’s
 15 South River Lane, Geneva, Illinois

PHONE: 630.208.7433

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served on the third Thursday of every month at 3:00 p.m.

Reservations are required.
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“As a rule they will refuse even to sample a foreign dish, they regard such things as garlic and olive oil with disgust, life is unlivable to them unless they have tea and puddings.”

—GEORGE ORWELL

HOTEL BURNHAM

WEB: www.burnhamhotel.com, www.atwoodcafe.com

The Hotel Burnham is a quaint, boutique hotel located on State Street in the Loop, across from the old Marshall Field’s flagship store (now Macy’s). The hotel was designed by famed Chicago architect, Daniel Burnham. High ceilings, intimate banquettes, and potted palms define the elegance of the Atwood Café. The atmosphere is a peaceful oasis in the midst of the bustling Loop.

Contemporary versions of traditional tea sandwiches, such as goat cheese with sun-dried tomatoes, highlight the afternoon tea menu at the Atwood Café. A large variety of loose leaf tea is available for afternoon tea and other meals at the restaurant. Afternoon tea for adults is $20.00. For children, the cost is $15.00. The Atwood Café has a new private dining area that seats up to 40 people.


In the city

Atwood Café
1 West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.368.1900

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. only from Thanksgiving to just after New Years Day.

Reservations are recommended for parties of six or more.
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??? DID you know ???

In ancient China, tea leaf pickers were not allowed to touch the leaves with their skin; they picked tea leaves with long finger nails.

INFINI-TEA

WEB: www.infini-tea.net

Afternoon tea at Infini-tea in Antioch—located near the Illinois/Wisconsin border—includes homemade scones with clotted cream or lemon curd, finger sandwiches, and mouth-watering desserts. They serve more than 60 types of tea blends, from black and green tea fusions to herbal blends to rooibos and oolong varieties. Antioch is probably the furthest tea shop from Chicago listed in this book. I’m not sure it’s worth a special trip, but if you are in the area or have a craving for tea on your way to or from Wisconsin, Infini-tea is definitely worth the stop.

In the suburbs

902 Main Street, Antioch, Illinois

PHONE: 847.395.3520

HOURS: Sunday through Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Thursday and Friday 10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Reservations are requested.
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“I shall sit here, serving tea to friends…”
—T.S. ELIOT

THE INTERCONTINENTAL

WEB: www.chicago.intercontinental.com

The Intercontinental is a stately, old hotel on North Michigan Avenue, not too far from the Chicago River. Afternoon tea is served in the Zest Restaurant on Saturdays and Sundays during the year, and daily during the holiday season, and includes the traditional offerings of scones, finger sandwiches (including smoked salmon, tomato and cucumber, and turkey and cheese), and French pastries. The price for the regular tea service is $18.00 per person, which is quite a bargain for the location. For an additional $7.50, enjoy a glass of champagne with the full tea service.

The tea choices at the Intercontinental are not as extensive as those of other hotels along North Michigan Avenue, but still offer enough to suit most tastes. Choose from traditional English breakfast, Darjeeling, Earl Grey, Lapsang Souchang, black current, or orange pekoe. For decaf and low caffeinated teas, there is only a choice between chamomile and a naturally low caffeinated black tea.


In the city

Zest Restaurant
505 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.944.4100

hours: Afternoon tea is served Saturday and Sunday from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. During the holiday season, it is served daily, also from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
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“You can never get a cup of tea large enough
or a book long enough to suit me.”

—c.s. lewis



THE JAMES HOTEL

WEB: www.jameshotel.com

Afternoon tea at the James Hotel is served in the sleek David Burke Primehouse. At $24.00 per person, the James Tea doesn’t disappoint. The teas range from Chinese green dragonwell and blood orange to Japanese kukicha to Darjeeling, herbal and oolong varieties. The sweets and savories are advertised as “a modern alternative to the classic tradition” and include cucumber, apple, and radish canapés; truffle smoked tomatoes with goat cheese on a garlic crostini, mini dill and Himalayan salt popovers with salmon; financier “chips” served with pineapple mint salsa; preserved cherry clafoutis; chocolate canele; buttermilk scones with Earl Grey tea infused raisins; and carrot madeleines served with cream cheese fondue.

The crowd at the James is definitely young and hip, compared with that of other, more traditional afternoon venues around North Michigan Avenue. And if you really want to live it up, for an additional $6.00, enjoy a champagne upgrade with your afternoon tea service.


In the city

David Burke Primehouse
616 North Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.660.6000

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
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“Tea to the English is really a picnic indoors.”

—ALICE WALKER

JULIUS MEINL

WEB:www.meinl.com/southport/home.html

Julius Meinl is one of my favorite tea houses in Chicago. Known mainly for its coffee and Austrian pastries, I quickly learned that it has an equally extensive tea menu. And, it now serves afternoon tea, which is a real bargain at $18.00 per person or $12.00 per child. The offerings for afternoon tea service include scones, tea bread, tea cookies, chicken salad on walnut bread, cucumber on white bread, smoked salmon on dark rye, ham on a pretzel roll, and a nice assortment of their delightful Viennese pastries. As for tea, you can choose from a large offering of black, black decaffeinated, oolong, green, fruit, rooibos, and white teas.

At the time of writing, Julius Meinl had not yet opened its Lincoln Square location, so please check their website for the hours and phone number of this new cafe.


In the city

3601 North Southport Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.868.1858

HOURS: Monday through Thursday 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Friday 6:00 a.m. to midnight; Saturday 7:00 a.m. to midnight; Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Afternoon tea is served Monday through Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
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4363 North Lincoln, Chicago, Illinois
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THE LITTLE TRAVELER

WEB: www.littletraveler.com

The Little Traveler has seasonal afternoon teas, so please call for the schedule or check their website. These events feature speakers on tea, food, tea ware, and hospitality. The price of the tea service and lecture is $18.00, which includes a $5.00 voucher for purchases in the store that day. Located in an old Victorian house in historic Geneva, the Little Traveler is a maze of shops selling clothes, kitchenware, house ware, bath products, holiday decorations, jewelry, and antiques. Be sure the check out the tea room, which sells loose leaf tea, including the pretty, flowering Numi teas.


In the suburbs

404 South Third Street, Geneva, Illinois

PHONE: 630.232.4200

HOURS: Monday through Friday 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sunday closed.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???
You can brew more than 200 cups of tea 
from one pound of loose tea leaves.



PARK HYATT CHICAGO

WEB: www.parkhyatt.com

Dining at the trendy, minimalist NoMi is usually no cheap affair. But, going for afternoon tea is actually a bargain here and still affords one the views of North Michigan Avenue and the luxurious atmosphere of the Park Hyatt and NoMi. The afternoon tea service costs $12 (not including the tea) and includes a three-tiered plate of finger sandwiches, petit fours, and pastries. The quantity and size of the food is smaller than that served at other afternoon tea venues in Chicago, but at that price, who can complain? The wait staff at NoMi is patient and courteous and willing to bring seconds of finger sandwiches to little people with large appetites.

As for the tea, NoMi’s menu is extensive and ranges from a 1985 Royal Reserve pu-erh at $250.00 a pot to almost a dozen teas at $6.00 a pot, including Earl Grey, English breakfast, South of France rooibos, and sencha green tea, to name several. Other teas fall somewhere in that range, such as the 1949 Vintage Private Reserve pu-erh for $90.00 a pot and the Royal Himalayan Snowflake white tea at $30.00 a pot. The most decadent tea offering on the menu is a pairing of the 1985 Royal Reserve pu-erh with Frapin Cuvee Rebelais cognac. Pu-erh and cognac are quite nice together, but at $700.00, it’s best to first know if you even like pu-erh! It’s quite strong and has a smoky taste.


In the city

NoMi Restaurant Lounge 800 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.335.1234

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.
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THE PENINSULA HOTEL

WEB: www.parkhyatt.com

The Lobby Lounge at the Peninsula in Chicago was modeled after that of the original Peninsula Hotel in Hong Kong, complete with the little balcony off to the side of the Lobby that holds a string duo or trio. Okay, so Victoria Harbor doesn’t loom across the street, but just off North Michigan Avenue, the Chicago Peninsula is every bit as elegant and luxurious as its older sister in Hong Kong. I love tea at the Peninsula because it brings me back to the place where I really learned to enjoy afternoon tea. The wait staff at the Peninsula Chicago is extremely polite, helpful, and very willing to bring seconds, thirds, and more of any of the sweets or savories served at afternoon tea.

Choose from one of a dozen or two black, green, herbal, or fruit blend teas and relax with finger sandwiches, scones, pastries, and a seasonal soufflé—all for $32.00 a person. A children’s menu is also available, as are a la carte and champagne options. Private parties are very welcomed at the Lobby, but note that there is no private room, so you’ll have to celebrate your special occasion in the midst of other diners.

On some Fridays during afternoon tea, the Peninsula offers informal fashion shows from Bloomingdale’s, Escada, Giorgio Armani Cosmetics, Oilily, Pratesi, Ralph Lauren, and Yves Saint Laurent.


In the city

The Lobby 108 East Superior, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.337.2888

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served Monday through Friday from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Reservations are strongly recommended for the holiday season.
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PICKWICK SOCIETY TEAROOM

WEB: www.pickwicktearoom.com

Frankfort is located south of Chicago and is quickly becoming a suburb of the Windy City. The Pickwick Society Tearoom serves a wide variety of green, white, black, herbal, and oolong Octavia loose leaf teas. Their afternoon tea service has three options: Marmee’s High Tea for $25.00 per person, Afternoon Tea for $15.75 per person, or Breakfast Tea for $11.75 per person. Pickwick is also popular for children’s parties and also offers three types of tea parties for the little ones. Check their website for special holiday afternoon tea services.


In the suburbs

21 White Street, Frankfort, Illinois

PHONE: 815.806.8140

HOURS: Wednesday through Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday noon to 4:30 p.m.; Monday and Tuesday closed.
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“Tea, though ridiculed by those who are naturally coarse in their nervous sensibilities… will always be the favourite beverage of the intellectual.”

—THOMAS DE QUINCEY

PINECONE COTTAGE TEA HOUSE

WEB: www.pineconecottageteahouse.com

The afternoon tea menu at Pinecone Cottage changes monthly. Serving a four course afternoon tea with a wide selection of loose leaf teas for about $19.50 per person, Pinecone Cottage also serves a Demi-Tea service for $16.00 per person. Check their website monthly for seasonal afternoon tea services, tea tastings, and cooking classes.


In the suburbs

1029 Burlington Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois

PHONE: 630.963.9130

HOURS: Wednesday through Friday noon to 4:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Reservations are required.
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“My tea is nearly ready and the sun has left 
the sky; it’s time to take the window to see 
Leerie going by; for every night at tea-time 
and before you take your seat, with lantern 
and with ladder he comes posting up the street.”

—ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

RITZ-CARLTON CHICAGO

WEB: www.fourseasons.com

Don’t let the name fool you. Even after it was bought by the Four Seasons, the Ritz-Carlton Chicago is disappointing for afternoon tea. Held in the Greenhouse, the atmosphere could use some updating. I’m all for retro and old school décor, but the Greenhouse really left a lot to be desired. The tea service was acceptable, but not out of the ordinary, with finger sandwiches, freshly baked scones, pastries, and a wide assortment of green, black, and herbal teas. It does routinely receive high marks in newspaper and magazine reviews listing afternoon tea venues in Chicago. Standard afternoon tea service is $25.00. Add a glass of champagne or dessert wine and the price is $32.00 per person.


In the city

The Greenhouse
160 East Pearson Street,12th Floor, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.573.5154

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Reservations are strongly recommended, especially at 
the holiday season.
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??? DID YOU know ???

A cup of brewed tea typically contains less than half the caffeine of a cup of coffee.

RUSSIAN TEA TIME

WEB: www.russianteatime.com

At $22.99 per person for full afternoon tea service, you can’t go wrong here. Crowded and sometimes noisy, Russian Tea Time has two rooms—one in the front with white tablecloths and comfortable banquettes and the other in the back with tables and chairs, adorned with Soviet propaganda art.

Afternoon tea is done Russian-style and includes savories such as cranberry and raisin scones with homemade whipping cream and marmalade; a salmon and cream cheese tea bite with fresh dill; crunchy spring crepes with peanut sauce; a roasted red pepper and cream cheese carré; a mini Rueben with farmer cheese and asparagus; a mini quiche with sun dried tomatoes; a petite napoleon torte; mini rugala; strawberry cake; and an assortment of traditional tea time cookies. The selection of teas is extensive and includes black, green, white, and oolong teas, as well as decaffeinated teas.

Private parties are welcome, but there is no private party room.


In the city

77 East Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.360.0000

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served daily from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Reservations are strongly recommended for groups of four or more and on the weekends.
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??? DID you KNOW ???

Tea brewed with loose tea generally tastes >better than tea made from dunked tea bags.

SEASONS of LONG GROVE

web: www.seasonsoflonggrove.com

After the first edition of this book was published, I received many inquiries as to why Seasons was not included. How wrong I was to omit this afternoon tea venue! Seasons is located in quaint and cozy Long Grove, less than an hour from Chicago. Their afternoon tea service includes a choice of one of a dozen types of loose leaf tea, served along with homemade scones and biscuits, four types of tea sandwiches, and three kinds of finger pastries. Seasons is located in an old Victorian house and is a perfect site for bridal and baby showers. Check their website for their Mad Hatter Tea Party menu and price list.


In the suburbs

314 Old McHenry Road, Long Grove, Illinois

PHONE: 847.634.9150

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served Thursday through Saturday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Reservations are required.
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“When the tea is brought at five o’clock, 
and all the neat curtains are drawn with care, 
the little black cat with bright green eyes 
is suddenly purring there.”

—HAROLD MONRO

SERENITEA

WEB: www.sereniteanaperville.com

Call in advance for hours, as private events and holidays sometimes alter their business hours. Serenitea serves a wide range of loose leaf teas and also sells packaged loose leaf tea. They welcome bridal showers, baby showers, and other events. Prices range from $18.00 to $25.00 per person for private parties. Also check out their “Tea Parties to Go” catering option.

Their afternoon tea menu changes regularly, but includes a few types of finger sandwiches, a couple of types of tea breads, and several kinds of pastries.


In the suburbs

3027 English Rows Avenue, Suite 107 Naperville, Illinois

PHONE: 866.327.3737

HOURS: Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Monday closed.

Afternoon tea reservations are required.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???

Red tea or rooibos aids digestion and 
is good for the skin. It is high in vitamins 
and minerals and contains more 
antioxidants than green tea.

SUZI ’S TEA and CAFÉ

WEB: www.teavision.com

Suzi’s Tea and Café recently relocated from Long Grove in the suburbs to Lakeview in Chicago. And what a great addition to the neighborhood it has been! Afternoon tea at Suzi’s is served for parties of 15 people or more and reservations are required. For $28.95 plus tax and gratuity, the afternoon tea service includes an assortment of hot teas, fresh buttermilk scones served with Devonshire cream and strawberry jam, fresh fruit cups, assorted tea sandwiches, and an assortment of mini pastries. The tea also includes linens and flowers, so it’s perfect for that special occasion, be it a shower or a birthday party. Afternoon teas are usually scheduled Monday through Friday at 4:00 p.m. For an additional charge, Suzi’s will also provide host gift boxes.


In the city:

2965 North Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.895.7408

HOURS: Tuesday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Monday closed.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???

Herbal tea is naturally caffeine free.

UNIQUE SO CHIQUE TEA & CHOCOLATE ROOM

WEB: www.uniquesochique.com

Walking into Unique So Chique, you’ll probably just think you’re in another cute clothing and gift boutique. But, once you enter the back room, you’ll find yourself in a small, cozy tea room with several tables. The owners and wait staff are very knowledgeable about loose leaf tea and can make good recommendations for any tea drinker— pro or novice. The food served with afternoon tea is heavy on the sweets and lighter on the savories.

The shop in the front is also fun and a perfect place 
to buy a baby shower or host/ess gift.


In the city

4600 North Magnolia Street, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 773.561.0324

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served Tuesday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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“I hire tea by the tea bag.”

—MARTIN AMIS

VONG’S THAI KITCHEN

WEB: www.vongsthaikitchen.com

January is National Tea Month and Vong’s Thai Kitchen kicks it up in Thai fashion. For $15 per person, the service includes pots of loose leaf Mighty Leaf Tea (displayed at the tables in test tubes to look at and smell before ordering) along with soup, satay, sandwiches, and sweets. Afternoon tea at Vong’s Thai Kitchen is quite a bargain for the location and the amount of food, and is a nice change to the normal afternoon tea repertoire.


In the city

6 West Hubbard Street, Chicago, Illinois

PHONE: 312.644.8664

HOURS: Afternoon tea is served only in January on Saturdays from noon to 4:30 p.m.
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??? DID YOU KNOW ???

By the middle of the 18th century tea 
had replaced ale and gin as the drink 
of the masses and had become Britain’s 
most popular beverage. 96% of all cups 
of tea drunk daily in the UK are 
brewed from tea bags.
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