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      About the Good Beer Guide


      Only the best will do


      Beer quality is paramount but food and creature comforts are not ignored

    


    


    


    [image: GBG2012_Cover]


    
      For 39 years, the Good Beer Guide has been underlining CAMRA’s work by championing real ale pubs. But it’s more than a pub guide: the Breweries section makes it a unique publication, listing every brewery in the country and their regular beers, along with tasting notes.


      The manner in which the Guide is compiled is made possible only by CAMRA’s members. All pubs are regularly surveyed by local CAMRA branches to ensure they meet the high standards required by the Guide and every brewery has a liaison officer appointed by the Campaign, who meets his or her brewery on a regular basis to discuss the company’s plans and beer range.


      Regular inspections


      Unlike most pub guides, where entries are chosen by a small editorial team or are sent in, unchecked, by members of the public, every pub in this guide is the result of regular inspection by CAMRA members, often on a weekly basis. The Guide is unique in offering only full entries, with no unchecked ‘lucky dip’ sections of pubs sent in at random. The Campaign comprises over 200 branches. Each branch surveys the pubs in its area and monitors not only the quality of the cask beer in each one but also watches out for change of ownership or management that could affect the range of ales on offer.


      Democracy rules when CAMRA members meet to choose their pubs for each edition of the Guide. Short lists are drawn up and votes are taken to reduce the list to the required number to meet each branch’s allocation. The branches do not relax once they have chosen their entries. They continue to monitor their pubs and if one needs to be replaced – for such reasons as closure, change of ownership or poor beer quality – then it will be de-listed on both the CAMRA website and in the members’ newspaper, What’s Brewing.


      Not only quality beer


      Beer quality, above all, determines the choice of pubs. The Good Beer Guide is concerned about the history and the architecture of pubs and such important creature comforts as food, family and disabled facilities, gardens, special events and even the standard of the toilets. But it has always been our belief that if a publican looks after the real ales in the cellar – a task that requires a degree of skill and even passion – then the quality of the other facilities should be of an equally high standard.


      The Guide has moved with the times:

      39 years ago, entries tended to be terse; of the ‘busy street-corner pub’ variety. Today, the pub has to meet both the competition of high street restaurant chains and a growing tendency to stay at home and watch multi-channel television. As a result, such important matters as pub food need to be detailed. The pub entries in this edition show just how much pub food has improved. There are imaginative menus available, ranging from such staples as bangers & mash and steak & ale pie to European, Asian and Chinese specialities. And a growing number of pubs offer breakfast to help people kick start their working day. But we remain committed to the belief that the aroma and flavour of the beer in the glass is our prime consideration.


      Town & country


      The Guide also offers a wide cross-section of pubs in all parts of the country. In these pages you will find many delightful pubs in villages and small market towns. We are committed to helping rural pubs survive and CAMRA has argued that such pubs need special support, such as rate relief, to keep them in business. But most people live in towns and cities or visit them for a variety of reasons and we list scores of pubs in such vital hubs of communities. We happen to believe that when one so-called pub guide offers no main entries for Leeds, it’s both a dereliction of duty and an insult to the people of that city.


      Democracy in action:


      How one CAMRA branch selects its pub entries


      Choosing pubs for the Good Beer Guide is a labour of love. CAMRA members survey, check and – most important – drink in their local pubs all year round on a weekly and often daily basis. They get to know publicans well, understand the trials and tribulations of running licensed premises, and can help and advise with beer selections where pubs are ‘free of the tie’.


      Not only are all pubs entered in the Guide free of charge but the entries are up-to-date, checked and re-checked until press day. CAMRA branches attempt to involve as many of their members as possible to ensure that the choice of pubs is a truly democratic process.


      The South Herts branch of the campaign is one of the most experienced in the country. It was formed in the early 1970s and has formulated and constantly improved its system of selecting GBG pubs. Its allocation of pubs for the Hertfordshire section of the guide is 27; a small number but one that is the result of painstaking work in surveying all the pubs in the branch area that serve cask beer and whittling that number down to 27, at the same time making sure there is a good geographical spread of entries.


      [image: TRS_WOODMAN_05_11_0005.eps]


      
        CAMRA’s South Herts branch members at the Woodman, Wildhill, presenting the licensee with the 2011 Hertfordshire Pub of the Year award.

      


      South Hertfordshire is divided into four zones: North-east, North-west, West and South. Each zone has a co-ordinator whose role is to allocate pub inspections to branch members and to organise meetings where pubs are voted for. The zone co-ordinators report to a branch co-ordinator. Votes include proxy votes from members who can’t attend meetings but vote using the branch website. For the 2012 edition of the Guide, the members chose six pubs in the North East zone, the North West zone (Amwell, Harpenden and Redbourn) had seven pubs while the South zone (Aldenham, Bricket Wood, Colney Heath, London Colney, Potters Crouch and Wildhill) had six pubs. The West zone covers just St Albans, one of the most heavily pubbed towns or cities in England, with 55 hostelries. This large number was reduced to eight for the Guide.


      When selections and inspections are complete, the votes are collected by the GBG co-ordinator, who also includes proxy votes from members. The final submissions are forwarded to the regional director, a CAMRA volunteer who compiles and sorts all the entries from Hertfordshire and forwards them to the editorial team.
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      [image:  no image] All CAMRA members can vote for the quality of beer in pubs by using the National Beer Scoring Scheme. The scheme uses a 0-5 scale that can be submitted online. For more information go to www.beer-scoring.org.uk.


      [image:  no image] You can keep you copy of the Guide up to date by visiting the Good Beer Guide area of the CAMRA website: www.camra.org.uk/gbg. Click on ‘Updates to GBG 2012’ where you will find information about changes to pubs and breweries.


      [image:  no image] The Guide is keen to hear from readers. If you wish to recommend a pub or feel that one you have visited fell below expectations, then we would like to know. Please use the Readers’ Recommendations and Have Your Say forms at the back of the book or contact the editor at camragbgeditor@camra.org.uk.

    


    
      More than just a book...

      Good Beer Guide digital editions


      The Good Beer Guide is also available in digital formats, including an e-book, mobile app and sat-nav download. For more details see On the Move
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      How to use the Good Beer Guide

    


    
      
        Thames-side < Locality
      


      
        Bekky’s Dive Bar < Pub Name
      


      
        Wapping Low Level, E1 2RM < Address
      


      
        RB546231 < OS grid reference (only given for remote pubs)
      


      
        [image:  no image] 11-11 (1am Fri & Sat); closed Sun < Opening hours
      


      
        [image:  no image] 01992 221800 < Telephone number
      


      
        [image: Website icon]www.faircopdownunder.com < Website
      


      
        Rupe’s Scoop, Flaming Red, Hack’s Hell, Fake Sheikh [image: no image] Gotcha! [image: no image] < Draught beer available in rising order of strength and dispense method (see below)
      


      
        Multi-roomed pub overlooking the Thames and Traitors’ Gate. The Sun Bar is brash, with walls covered with photos of outed celebrities; Sky News not currently available. The Times Room has the air of a down-at-heel gentlemen’s club with bound copies of yellowing newspapers. The Executive Bar is used only by visitors from Australia and the United States; curried kangaroo is the house speciality. No children; dingos welcome. < Description of pub
      


      
        [image:  no image] (in nearby lock-up) [image:  no image][image:  no image][image:  no image][image:  no image][image:  no image][image:  no image] < Facilities
      

    


    
      
    


    
      Dispense methods: [image:  no image] by gravity straight from the cask; [image:  no image] by handpump; [image:  no image] by gas, electric, or mechanically powered pump; [image:  no image] by air pressure.
    


    
      
    


    
      KEY TO SYMBOLS

    


    
      [image:  no image] Pub with unspoilt interior: on Part One of CAMRA’s National Inventory of heritage pubs


      [image:  no image] Pub with some internal features of outstanding historic interest: on Part Two of CAMRA’s National Inventory of heritage pubs


      [image:  no image] Real fire: a fire fuelled by coal, smokeless fuel or logs


      [image:  no image] Quiet pub: free from piped music, jukeboxes, electronic games and TVs (at least one room)


      [image:  no image] Family room: where the licensee guarantees that families are warmly (and legally) welcome in their own separate room, not a corridor or a corner of the main bar or lounge


      [image:  no image] Outdoor drinking area: this may vary from a garden to benches on a pavement, or even a village green


      [image:  no image] Accommodation: rooms to let (no assessment of quality or price is made)


      [image:  no image] Lunchtime meals: not snacks but substantial fare (including one hot dish) and in the pub itself, not in a separate restaurant


      [image:  no image] Evening meals: as for lunchtime meals; separate restaurants are often mentioned in the pub description


      [image:  no image] Public bar: a traditional public bar, where the beer may be cheaper


      [image:  no image] Wheelchair access: easy access to the pub and WCs


      [image:  no image] Camping: camping facilities for tents at the pub or within one mile; sometimes caravans are also welcomed and this is often mentioned


      [image:  no image] Near railway station: within half a mile, sometimes including steam or electric railways, which are then often mentioned. The name of the nearest station is only given if it differs from the name of the town or village itself


      [image:  no image] Near underground, metro or tram station: within half a mile. Station names are only given if different to those of the town, village or city area


      [image:  no image] Bus routes that regularly pass close to the pub


      [image:  no image] Traditional pub games played


      [image:  no image] Real draught cider (not keg cider) available


      [image:  no image] Pub has its own car park


      [image:  no image] Outside smoking area provided for drinkers: a specially designated smoking area, usually heated and/or covered, often mentioned in the pub description


      [image:  no image] Oversized lined pint glasses: used for some or all beers


      [image:  no image] Pub with Cask Marque accreditation


      [image:  no image] Pub with LocAle accreditation: offers at least one beer from a local brewery


      [image:  no image] A local CAMRA Pub of the Year


      Map symbols


      [image: Symbols_Pint_Brewery.eps] Pub: places with pubs in the Guide


      [image: Symbols_Pint_Brewery.eps] Brewery: places with breweries in the Guide

    


    
      Key map


      Countries and regions are listed: England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands, Isle of Man. Greater London and Greater Manchester are listed under L and M respectively. Numerous changes to boundaries have meant that some areas are approximate only.
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      Introduction


      Five-point plan to save the British pub


      The real ale boom could go into reverse unless consumers stop the cull of community locals

    


    
      Once again, ladies and gentlemen of the drinking public, we offer for your pleasure and delectation some 4,500 pubs throughout Britain that serve the finest pints of flavoursome real ale – beer that has matured naturally in its cask in the pub cellar, brewed with the finest malts and hops, and drawn to the bar without the unnecessary aid of applied gas.


      The ever-growing back section of the Good Beer Guide – the brewery listings – suggests that all is well with the world of beer making. Yet again, more than 100 determined and hardy souls have invested their belief, their passion and often their redundancy money into launching small brewing ventures that add to the astonishing diversity of beer styles available in this small country. There are four times as many breweries today than when the Campaign for Real Ale was founded in 1971. As the total of British breweries edges towards 900, that’s the biggest number since the 1940s.


      But all is demonstrably not well at the retail end of the beer market. As many as 25 pubs close every week. The total number of pubs in Britain is down to 54,000. The pattern of closure is uneven. All too often, it’s pubs in areas that have lost their industries that face the brunt of closures, robbing people of the chance to enjoy a beer once or twice a week. In some cases, the heart of a community is ripped out when the last pub closes and the chance for people from all backgrounds to meet over a pint disappears.


      The growth of real ale breweries is heartening but the revival of cask beer could go into reverse unless action is taken to stop the loss of pubs. Real ale is a draught project. It can be sold only in pubs and it will go into decline, with the loss of breweries, beer and jobs, if pubs are not saved from either closure or from being turned into private homes or shops.


      [image: 0842-011.eps]


      
        Britain’s pubs are still closing at an alarming rate and communities are suffering

      


      The Good Beer Guide presents a five-point plan to save the British pub as a vital outlet for real ale, a linchpin of the community and a key tourist attraction:


      [image: no image] Beer taxes. One reason why pubs close is because the high price of a pint drives people into the cold embrace of the supermarkets. The tax on beer has risen by a staggering 35 per cent since 2008. The government piles an ever-growing burden of tax on draught beer but as a result gets back less in excise duty, VAT and other taxes as fewer people go to pubs and pub jobs disappear.


      [image: Colinsigns-NEpose2120.eps]


      
        Members of CAMRA’s National Executive launching a campaign in 2011 to save the British pub

      


      The Guide calls on the government to scrap the ‘duty escalator’ introduced by the last Labour government and continued by its successor. The escalator automatically sparks an annual duty rise of 2 per cent above RPI inflation. By the time all the people in the beer chain – brewers, wholesalers and delivery companies, for example – have added a few more pennies to ‘maintain their margins’ the escalator has led to the price of a pint rising by around 10 pence every year. The government should follow the lead of the Irish government, which cut beer duty in order to boost the brewing industry and to maintain the Irish pub as a vital part of both community life and tourism.


      [image: no image] The government should follow the lead of another EU country: France. In 2009, the French government reduced the level of VAT to 5.5 per cent on meals in bars and restaurants. This is legal under EU law and the British government should reduce VAT on pub meals and drinks here.


      [image: no image] Tackle the power of the supermarkets. With their immense marketing power and skilful public relations departments, the high street retailers have the government in an arm-lock. The supermarkets sell beer at cost or below cost of production in a cynical misuse of marketing power. They can afford to make marginal profit or even no profit on beer as consumers will buy highly profitable goods in their stores as well. Pubs cannot compete at this level: nobody goes to the Dog & Duck for a pound of potatoes and a pair of trousers as well as a beer.


      [image: BP1RXP.eps]


      
        With their immense marketing power, supermarkets have publicans and government in an arm-lock

      


      The government has suggested that supermarkets shouldn’t be able to sell alcohol below the cost of duty and VAT. The fact that retailers have accepted this proposal with alacrity suggests they know it would have little impact on their sales. What is needed is a more genuine floor price based on a formula that includes duty, VAT and production costs. Duty plus VAT creates a price of 20 pence a unit of alcohol. If production costs are factored in, the price of a unit of alcohol in a supermarket would rise to 35-40 pence, dramatically decreasing the gap between high street retailers and pubs. Again, the British should learn from Europe, where the predatory pricing of alcohol is widely banned.


      [image: no image] Tighten planning laws to stop the closure of viable pubs.


      At present it’s legal to close a pub or change its use to other commercial uses, including pay-day loan stores or betting shops, without consulting the local community. Astonishingly, it’s even possible to demolish a pub without planning permission. CAMRA is actively engaged in discussions with Bob Neill MP, who is both the Community Pubs Minister and also Planning Minister, in a bid to close this loophole.
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        The pub is at the heart of British life and offers people from all backgrounds the chance to socialise over a pint. Pubs should be used and enjoyed or else they will continue to disappear

      


      [image: no image] Give the people who run pubs owned by giant pub companies more freedom to buy beer ‘free of the tie’ in order to give drinkers greater choice. The Guide believes that pub companies and large breweries such as Greene King and Marston’s that own more than 500 tied pubs should give their tenants and lessees a ‘free of tie’ option in their contracts that allows them to buy beer outside their landlords’ list. Where the landlord insists that the tie means a low rent, then a rent review should be carried out by a qualified and independent surveyor. Publicans who prefer to remain within the existing tie should be allowed to buy one guest cask beer.


      This five-point plan is put forward to encourage a return to drinking good beer in good pubs, sold at affordable prices and with a good range on offer to consumers. We urge readers of the Guide to raise these points with both their MP and local councillors.


      The pub is the heart-beat of the British way of life. Nurture it and enjoy it, and keep the real ale revival alive.
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      London Pub Marathon


      Champion beer for the

      2012 Olympic Games

    


    


    
      Roger Protz goes back to his East End roots to search for the best pubs near Stratford’s Olympic Park.


      You don’t have to talk Cockney rhyming slang if you’re in striking distance of the Olympic Park but a passing knowledge won’t go amiss. If, for example, a friendly local suggests visiting a rub-a-dub for a pig’s ear, you’ll know you’re in good company, for that’s an invitation to visit a pub for a beer.


      [image: _dsc4386.jpg]


      
        The Black Lion offers East End character and fine ales

      


      The first rub-a-dub on this tour of hostelries near Stratford is remarkable in many ways. The Black Lion at 59 High Street, Plaistow, E13 (see entry), dates from the 15th century and was rebuilt as a coaching inn in 1875. With heavily beamed ceilings and half-panelled walls, it’s the last trace of a once rural area where Henry VIII had a hunting lodge. Today, the pub is surrounded by high-rise council flats but, in common with Mile End and Bethnal Green, is likely to be ‘gentrified’ in the wake of the Olympics.


      The Black Lion has several claims to fame. Dick Turpin stabled Black Bess in the cobbled yard and more recently the legendary footballer Bobby Moore was a regular: West Ham United’s Boleyn Ground is just 10-minutes walk away. The equally legendary West Ham Boys’ Boxing Club, which has produced such famous pugilists as Terry Spinks, Nigel Benn and Billy Walker, is next door.


      [image: _dsc4332.jpg]


      
        Popular with locals, the cosy bar at the Black Lion.

      


      If you believe in stereotypes then you would expect the Black Lion to be a lager-only pub. But leave your stereotypes on the pavement. The pub is a regular in the Good Beer Guide and on match days is packed to bursting with thirsty football fans drinking an amazing range of cask ales. The beers are chalked on boards in the main bar, with its low ceiling, beams and posts, and in a comfortable snug with wooden settles. There’s a large garden to the rear, between pub and boxing club, which provides a vital overspill area on busy days.


      Courage Best is a permanent beer and the guest list is ever-changing but you are likely to find the full Adnams’ portfolio, including the rare Extra. There are always ales from Essex and East Anglia, including Mauldon’s, while Cottage, St Austell, Sharp’s, Taylor’s Landlord and Young’s come from further afield.


      The Black Lion offers good, no-nonsense pub grub and history by the yard. The cellar was used as an air-raid shelter during World War Two and there are smugglers’ tunnels running as far as Upton Park. The pub clearly has a hold on people because a barmaid called Milly Morris worked there from 1929 to 1997.


      It’s just a couple of minutes from Plaistow – pronounced Plarstow – Undergound station while a bus to Stratford takes around 10 minutes and you can catch one outside the station.


      [image: _dsc4418.jpg]


      
        The Palm Tree, on the edge of Mile End Park

      


      You can also hop on a train from Plaistow to Mile End for our next pub. The Palm Tree, 127 Grove Road, E3 (see entry), is just over the road from the station and stands in a surprisingly sylvan area, Mile End Park, alongside the Regent’s Canal, where brightly-coloured canal boats are moored. The park is courtesy of the Blitz: German planes destroyed the area and the housing, apart from the pub, has never returned. It’s also a part of London that had a different kind of Blitz in the 1960s and 70s: takeovers and mergers that destroyed such famous East End breweries as Charrington, Manns, Taylor Walker and Truman. The Palm has the Truman eagle logo on the cream and green facade, and inside there’s a mirror advertising ‘Truman’s London & Burton’, marking the time when London brewers rushed to Burton-on-Trent in the 19th century to brew the new style of pale ale, made possible by the salty waters of the Trent Valley.


      [image: _dsc4426.jpg]


      
        Pictures of musicians above the bar at the Palm Tree.

      


      Alf the landlord is a former dock worker and he and his family have run the Palm for 34 years. He’s not sure of the precise year the pub was built but the Art Deco touches suggest it was remodelled in the 1920s. The impressive gold leaf wallpaper was chosen by Alf’s wife when they took over at the pub, which has a large front room with a massive curved bar and a space for jazz and pop groups to perform live music. Above the bar there’s a collection of photos of local performers and, somewhat surprisingly, one of Frank Sinatra. According to Alf, Ol’ Blue Eyes dropped in with his minders one evening following a concert at the now-defunct Mile End Arena.


      The smaller back bar has a fascinating collection of pre-war photos of the area along with caricatures of old sporting heroes, including boxers, golfers and footballers. This bar also has a rare example of an East End ‘Fives’ dartboard, with a nine-foot oche. Alf usually serves two cask beers, including Sambrook’s Wandle Ale from a brewery plugging part of the gap left by Young’s of Wandsworth. Guest beers come from many parts of the country. Sandwiches are served at lunchtime: see the main entry for opening hours and restrictions.


      If your feet are up to a short walk you can reach the next pub via the pleasant park alongside the Palm, then pick up Grove Road again and continue along it until you reach a T-junction at Victoria Park. Turn right and after a few minutes you’ll come to the Eleanor Arms, 460 Old Ford Road, E3 (see entry). Before you enter the pub, look further along the road and you’ll see the Olympic Stadium looming over the chimney pots. The Eleanor is the closest watering hole to the games and there will eventually be a bridge from Old Ford Road to the stadium.


      The pub is named after Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine, wife of Henry II: she funded a ford over the River Lea, hence the name of the road. The pub was a Fuller’s house in 1879 but has been in the hands of Shepherd Neame of Kent for 30 years and is thought to be the most easterly of Shep’s houses. The Eleanor is run by Frankie and Lesley Colclough and there’s another Sinatra connection, as Frankie owns every track that Francis Albert recorded, though cool jazz was being played on my visit. The building stopped serving alcohol for a time when suffragettes took it over during World War One and ran it as a crèche, helping mothers improve the health of their children when infant mortality was an epidemic.


      [image: _dsc4539.jpg]


      
        The nearest place to the Olympic stadium for a pint.

      


      The pub has an intriguing design: the front bar is like a private living room, with wood-panelled walls, comfortable seating – including a Chesterfield donated by a local company – and a vast collection of old music hall, rock and film memorabilia. There’s also a striking Watney Combe Reid brewery mirror over the brick fireplace. Small though the pub is, it has a central atrium that divided front and back bars, though a narrow passage now connects the two. The back room is bigger and has a pool table and another example of a Fives dartboard.


      Frankie and Lesley serve the full range of Shep’s beers and the brewery allows Frankie to add additional hops to Early Bird, which is rebadged as Early Bird Special. A fair amount of whisky is sunk in the Eleanor, as is testified by the gallon bottle of Famous Grouse with its own house label: the Famous Eleanor Arms. Filled baguettes are available at lunchtime and there are regular quizzes, jazz nights and live music. When the Olympic Park is finished it will be possible to access the Eleanor from Stratford’s stations.


      You can walk to the next pub, taking in the delightful greensward of Victoria Park, but it’s a fair step and you can get to the Camel, 277 Globe Road, E2 (see entry), more easily from Bethnal Green Underground station. Save for weekends, the Camel only opens in the evening (see main entry for times). The pub, with a striking brown and cream exterior and large carriage lamp, is different in style to the previous ones visited and indicates the changing nature of the East End. The pavement tables and the stripped boards inside with more tables set aside for eating suggest this is the new, upwardly mobile East London.


      [image: _dsc4563.jpg]


      
        East End ‘pie and a pint’ done with imagination.

      


      The Camel specialises in the Cockney staple of pie and mash but it’s not pie and mash as my parents would recognise it: steak and chorizo or wild mushroom and asparagus, for example, along with Thai green curry. But the pub is saved from the horror of being ‘a gastro’ by the excellent range of cask beers: usually Crouch Vale Brewers Gold, Harveys’ Sussex Best and Sambrooks’ Wandle. There are good bottled imports, too, including the divine Sierra Nevada Pale Ale from California. Owners Matt Keniston and Joe Hill saved the once derelict pub from demolition. They have revived it with a bright and airy interior dominated by a long, sweeping mahogany bar, bright floral wallpaper and a snug at one end. Once again, there’s wartime history in the Camel: it was used as a refuge for children who weren’t evacuated from London and were left to survive the Blitz. Fittingly, the pub is close to the Museum of Childhood.


      [image: _dsc4607.jpg]


      
        Find a quiet corner for beer and a board game in the Dove.

      


      With the Dove, 24-28 Broadway Market, E8 (see entry), you are well into the new, gentrified East End where some people actually pronounce ‘Ackney with an H. The bar – this is definitively not a pub – is in a revived and uplifted area that includes a street market and shops proffering organic food and designer label clothes. The Dove was once a pub called the Goring Arms but now it’s a bar specialising in Belgian beer and food. There are benches and seats on the pavement and the main, spacious room at the front has ample seating, mirrors, plants and a ceiling painting based on Michaelangelo’s Creation of Adam that, on closer inspection, is an advertisement for the Belgian beer Leffe. With such an introduction, Leffe Blond and Brown are naturally on tap along with such other Belgian worthies as Boon Gueuze, De Koninck, Duvel, Palm and most of the Trappist ales, including Achel, Chimay, Orval, Rochefort and Westmalle. See the bar’s website for the full list.


      [image: _dsc4568.jpg]


      
        A little corner of Belgium in the East End.

      


      But there is also a good range of British cask beers, including Black Hole Cosmic, Crouch Vale Brewers Gold, Grantham Gold, a rare sighting of Flowers IPA, Tim Taylor Landlord and Whitstable East India Pale Ale. If you stroll further into the Dove you’ll find a warren of smaller rooms where subdued lighting, comfortable seating and wall panelling are reminiscent of bars in Bruges or Ghent. A corridor takes you to further rooms set aside for dining. One is decorated with Japanese beer prints, a second has photos of old Thailand. The food, however, offers such Belgian staples as carbonade flamande, fish soup and mussels and chips, plus vegetable cassoulet for non-flesh eaters. You can reach this imaginative addition to the drinking scene in East London from Hackney Central rail station, just three stops from Stratford.


      The last pub on the crawl could hardly be more different from the Dove. The Olde Rose & Crown, 53-55 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, E17 (see entry), is a no-nonsense, East London boozer. No one builds pubs today like this grand three-storey, brown-brick Victorian hostelry created in 1881 that stands on a street corner and dominates the area. It’s another ex-Truman house, now owned by Enterprise Inns, and has a vigorous real ale policy. Jo, who runs the pub with Panikos, is a welcoming host and is proud of her cask beer portfolio: as well as the pumps on the bar, she points to a vast display of badges on a wall beyond the bar showing the impressive number of beers she has sold in recent years, sourced from Enterprise and the Flying Firkin wholesaler.


      [image: Ye Olde Rose & Crown.psd]


      
        Pub, music venue and theatre: the Olde Rose & Crown.

      


      The bar, lit by a phalanx of hanging gas lamps, performs a dog leg and groans with handpumps and keg founts. The cask ales constantly rotate but you may find Adnams Broadside and Woodforde’s Wherry from East Anglia – ‘they can go in a day,’ Jo says – along with beers from Dark Star, Fuller’s, Kelham Island and Redemption. There are also several proper ciders and perries. Partitions fence off a raised area at the front of the pub where you can enjoy a quiet pint, with a sandwich or jacket potato. A second raised area to the right is used for live music while to the left and up stairs there’s a small theatre: see the website for details of performances. Beyond the bar, a large back section has the ubiquitous pool table.


      The Olde Rose & Crown is just a few minutes from Walthamstow Central rail, Undergrond (Victoria Line) and bus stations. The 257 bus will take you swiftly to Stratford… but you may decide to stay in the pub.


      [image: _dsc4709.jpg]


      
        Cask ales on offer in Walthamstow.
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      1. Black Lion, 2. Palm Tree, 3. Eleanor Arms, 4. Camel, 5. Dove, 6. Olde Rose & Crown

    


    

  


  
    
      CAMRA’s Pub of the Year


      London pub takes gold


      The Harp in central London was named CAMRA’s 2011 National Pub of the Year – a notable award for a flag-bearer for beer from smaller breweries.


      [image: Main-The-Harp-1.eps] [image: Beer Mat_1.psd]


      This year’s Pub of the Year winner comes from London – the first time one of the capital’s pubs had won the award. Despite its location in busy central London, the Harp, in Chandos Place, Covent Garden (see entry), retains its appeal as a true local and welcomes both regulars and first-time customers alike. The pub excelled in all the criteria for winning the award and, above all, with the quality of its beer.


      Veteran publican Bridget Walsh serves eight cask beers, from such independent brewers as Dark Star, Harvey’s and Sambrooks, along with real ciders and perries in a small, intimate pub festooned with mirrors, portraits and theatrical memorabilia: many of London’s major theatres are close by in Charing Cross Road, Leicester Square and St Martin’s Lane. The Harp has an upstairs room that is handy when the pub is packed.


      Described as ‘a real ale pioneer’, Bridget took over the Harp as a tenanted pub in 1995 but has since bought it outright. She has more than 40 years’ experience in the pub trade and won CAMRA West London’s Pub of the Year award in 2006, 2008 and 2010. Under her guidance, the pub has become a haven for good beer. Kimberly Martin, CAMRA’s London regional director, commented: ‘I never cease to be impressed or surprised by the continuing success of a pub staffed by people so passionate about real ale. The Harp’s award shows how the London cask beer scene is reaching out to new drinkers.’
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        Bridget Walsh is presented with National Pub of the Year award.

      


      CAMRA’s Pub of the Year competition analyses all the criteria that make a good pub, including the quality and choice of real ale, atmosphere, decor, customer service and value. The competition is judged by CAMRA’s 125,000 members in regional competitions. Sixteen winners then battle it out to reach the final stages. Look out for the [image: no image] symbol against pub entries in the Guide and see ‘Award winning pubs’ (here).


      The runners-up were:


      Salutation, Ham, Gloucestershire (see entry)
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      Rural free house situated in the Severn Valley, popular with walkers and cyclists. The pub has two cosy bars, with a log fire and a skittle alley in front of the pub.


      Beacon Hotel, Sedgley, West Midlands (see entry)
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      Beautifully-restored Victorian tap house and tower brewery, home of Sarah Hughes ales. There is a small island servery with hatches serving the central corridor, a small cosy snug and large main room. There is also a tap room and a family room.


      Taps, Lytham St Annes, Lancashire (see entry)
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      Multi award-winning, one-roomed pub offering six guest ales, including a cask mild, plus a real cider. There is a plethora of memorabilia on display and the landlord has won CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year in two different pubs.

    


    

  


  
    
      Brewing Success


      Real ale is on the move...

    


    
      The growing demand for real ale is forcing many brewers to move to bigger premises to increase their production.


      In south-east London, Sambrook’s Brewery is filling part of the enormous gap left by Young’s of Wandsworth. Duncan Sambrook worked as an accountant in the City of London where his role included helping new businesses get investment – useful experience when you’re planning a brewery in difficult economic times.


      Duncan was sampling beer with a group of friends at the Great British Beer Festival and bemoaning the loss of Young’s when the proverbial light bulb clicked on and he decided to launch his own small brewery. He had the necessary financial skills to run a business and knew how to get investment. The next step was to go on a crash course at the Brewers’ Laboratory (Brewlab) in Sunderland to learn how to make beer.


      [image: dscf0161.jpg]


      
        Sambrook, Van Deventer and Welsh

      


      Before he started to brew, Duncan had the good fortune to meet David Welsh, the founder of Ringwood Brewery in Hampshire. David had been bought out by Marston’s but he was keen to stay in brewing. He told Duncan he would invest in Sambrook’s but only if it produced four times as much beer as Duncan planned. David knew from experience the problems a brewery could face if demand outstripped supply.


      The venture became a serious business. Further investors were found and £350,000 was raised to buy a custom-built 20-barrel brewery made in Canada. Former film studios in Battersea were found and gutted. Following trial brews, Sambrook’s opened for trading in November 2008. The first draught beers were Wandle Ale and Junction Ale: the first is named after the river that gives its name to Wandsworth while Junction salutes Clapham Junction railway station.


      David Welsh was proved right. Sales of the beers took off and Sambrook’s was soon supplying 200 pubs and producing 100 barrels a week. In November 2010 Duncan and his South African head brewer Udo Van Deventer added Powerhouse Porter, named with a deep bow in the direction of Battersea Power Station. They researched the history of London Porter but describe the 4.8% beer – available bottle conditioned and cask conditioned – as ‘a modern beer brewed to an old style’, using pale, brown and chocolate malts and hopped with four English varieties. It was meant as a winter seasonal beer but its success means Duncan is contemplating turning it into a regular brew.


      In the summer of 2011, Duncan added Pale Ale as a new seasonal beer. All his deliveries are within the M25 but he has expanded to East and North London, including such influential areas as Islington and Stoke Newington. Sambrook’s beers were also available nationwide during the summer of 2011 as part of Punch Tavern’s Finest Cask scheme: quite a coup for a small brewery to be chosen by a giant pub company.


      Purity Brewing is as far removed from Battersea and Wandsworth as it’s possible to imagine. It’s based on Upper Spernall Farm in Warwickshire, where founder and managing director Paul Halsey not only brews three cask beers – Pure Gold, Mad Goose and Pure Ubu – but also makes an important contribution to saving the environment. Purity is based in converted barns on the farm and all the used grain is re-cycled as animal feed while spent hops are spread on the land as fertiliser.
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        Purity take as much care of their local environment as they do brewing their beer

      


      Paul and his staff have developed a wetlands system to process all waste water from the brewery: the wetland will turn eventually into a wild life sanctuary. Liquid waste goes through nine stages, including ponds, ditches, a reed bed and a weir before entering a water course fully purified.


      ‘We genuinely care about our planet and we are constantly searching for new ways to help it,’ Paul Halsey says. He sells beer within a 70-mile radius of the brewery and supplies a number of regular events, including CAMRA beer festivals in Birmingham and Stratford-on-Avon, Mostly Jazz Festival and Mosely Folk Festival. Beer sales are booming. When Paul launched the brewery in 2005 he sold 1,200 barrels. Today, with a staff of 12, he is brewing 9,000 barrels a year.


      Hawkshead Brewery in the heart of the Lake District has been a spectacular success. It was founded in 2002 by former BBC correspondent Alex Brodie in a barn in Hawkshead where he brewed 30 barrels a week. By 2007 he was forced to find bigger premises at Staveley near Windermere. Further expansion in 2010 not only enables Alex and his large staff to brew 100 barrels a week of cask and bottled beer but also to have two bars, including the highly-praised Beer Hall where drinkers and diners can look down on the brewing plant.
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        Alex Brodie, Hawkshead founder

      


      The Beer Hall is open seven days a week, including evenings, and the complex includes a shop, visitor centre and conference facilities. More than 150 outlets are supplied with beers that range from Windermere Pale to the strong Brodie’s Prime and include Lakeland Gold and Organic Stout.
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        Hawkshead Brewery beer hall

      


      Otley Brewery in Pontypridd, South Wales, is another brewery that could be on the move soon. It was set up in 2005 by three brothers, Nick, Charlie and Matthew Otley, and has doubled in size to 3,200 barrels a year. The brothers plan to expand to 4,000 barrels but are looking for bigger premises as demand continues to outgrow supply. They own three pubs in Pontypridd, including the acclaimed Bunch of Grapes where top-class food is matched with beer. The success of the pubs shows that top quality beer can draw the crowds even in a town such as Pontypridd that has lost both its mining industry and many traditional pubs.


      Historic brews


      Otley supplies beer to pubs throughout Wales and over the border into Bath and Bristol. Most of the beers have O for Otley in their titles, such as O1, the deceptively pale and strong O8 and the tongue-in-cheek O-Garden, a Belgian-style spiced wheat beer. Nick Otley also works closely with beer writers to produce historic or special brews. To date he has created beers for Pete Brown, Melissa Cole and Adrian Tierney-Jones. In 2011 he collaborated with Good Beer Guide editor Roger Protz to create a genuine Burton Ale called O-Roger that was based on the bottled version of the famous Burton beer Ind Coope Double Diamond Export.
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        Nick Otley, looking for a new premises

      


      It’s a similar story in Scotland where Stewart Brewing in Loanhead on the fringes of Edinburgh is also looking for bigger premises. The company had a double celebration in 2011 – CAMRA’s 40th anniversary and brewery founder Steve Stewart’s 40th birthday: their 40th Ale was unveiled at the Scottish Real Ale Festival in June. Steve worked for several years for Bass at home and abroad and also had a spell with Harpoon, a craft brewery in Boston, Massachusetts. Harpoon sparked a desire to launch his own brewery back in Scotland, which he launched with his wife, Jo, in 2004.


      The company quickly established itself as one of the major small breweries in Scotland. It now has nine full-time staff and several part-timers who look after and deliver five regular cask beers, a range of monthly specials and an expanding range of bottled beers. The cask beers include a traditional Scots 80 Shilling Ale, IPA, Edinburgh Gold and Cauld Reekie, a strong stout. In 2007 Edinburgh Gold was named SIBA’s Supreme Champion Beer of Scotland and in 2010 Hollyroods won the title of World’s Best Golden/Pale Ale in the World Beer Awards.


      In June 2011 Steve said: ‘After enjoying six years of solid growth, we’ve outgrown our current site and plans are in place to move to a bigger site. We intend to install a brand new 30-barrel brewhouse and plenty of tanks where we will have the capacity to increase our production and meet the increasing demand for our beer.’
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        Bill Parkinson and David Grant at Moorhouse’s

      


      Rebuilt fortunes


      All these success stories almost pale into significance when you consider the remarkable case of Moorhouse’s of Burnley. The brewery dates from 1865 and spent many of its early years producing non-alcoholic beverages to appease the rampant temperance movement. The Moorhouse family ran the company until 1978, it then changed hands four times in two years and was on the point of closure in 1985 when local businessman Bill Parkinson stepped and bought it. He hired David Grant as his managing director, a man with an impressive track record in the drinks industry and together they rebuilt the company’s fortunes.


      The old site could crank out just 320 barrels a week and expansion was needed when Moorhouse’s won CAMRA’s Champion Beer of Britain award in 2000 for Black Cat mild, a victory that created nationwide interest in all the brewery’s brands, Pendle Witches Brew in particular.
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        Massive new brewhouse at Moorhouse’s with 50,000-barrel capacity

      


      Bill and David spent the next decade building the business, adding a small estate of six pubs, and planning a new brewery. It was unveiled in May 2011, it cost an eye-watering £4.5 million and, apart from small amounts of bottled beer, is geared solely to producing 50,000 barrels a year of cask ale. This astonishing achievement has been notched up in an area that has lost its mills and other traditional industries but, according to David Grant, still has ‘fantastic pubs’ in suburbs and villages.


      He thinks the future is sound because real ale is not going through one of its peaks that will be followed by the inevitable trough. He says the market is changing as young people, including a growing number of women, switch to cask beer.


      ‘The new brewery has been built to last for 30 or 40 years,’ David says. His recipe for success is a simple one – sell more beer.

    


    

  


  
    
      Cask Marque


      Recognising great beer


      The fact that the Cask Marque plaque is now recognised by 46% of cask ale drinkers (NOP survey) means there is a real benefit to licensees who gain the award and reflects improving beer quality in pubs.
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      Now, more than 7,500 licensees hold the Cask Marque award, an increase of over 15% on last year. Accredited licensees are subject to two unannounced visits each year by one of 45 Cask Marque assessors whose experience ranges from former head brewers to senior cellar service personnel. During each assessment visit they test up to six cask ales, served from the bar, checking them for temperature, appearance, aroma and taste. If any one beer fails the tests the pub will fail the whole inspection. In such cases, Cask Marque will offer to visit the cellar to try to identify the reasons why the beer was not of a high enough quality, whether an equipment fault or due to poor cellar practices.


      We encourage consumers to contact us if the beer in any Cask Marque-accredited pub is not up to standard, in which cases a mystery drinker visit might be arranged.


      Training


      While the Cask Marque accreditation scheme is a key driver of beer quality, training is becoming a more and more important part of our activities. This year, we will deliver over 250 one-day training courses in cellar management which give pub staff an industry-recognised qualification. Most of the major pub groups are committed to this programme and we are working with the Independent Family Brewers of Britain to ensure they are supporting their licensees in cellar management training.


      We also offer one-to-one cellar management training with landlords in their own pub. Although this does not provide a qualification it can give licensees valuable instruction on how to improve cellar practices.


      Customers expect bar staff to provide good customer service. These training needs are taken care of through our online Cask Marque training programme, The Bar Excellence Award, which, as well as covering customer service, educates bar staff about the perfect serving of all drinks, health & safety and their legal obligations with regard to the sale of alcohol.


      Our second online learning programme is ‘An introduction to the cellar’ for bar staff who have to enter the cellar to carry out part of their job, such as changing a cask and tapping and spiling. A clean and tidy cellar, kept at the correct temperature is vital to beer quality. All the hard work of master brewers can be ruined by poor cellar technique. More information can be found on both of these courses by visiting www.cask-marque.co.uk


      Customer Awareness


      Cask Marque is continuing to engage more with beer consumers. Previously, our regional guides listed Cask Marque pubs. However, they were expensive to produce and quickly out of date. Today we promote our Cask Marque pubs via a smart phone app, ‘CaskFinder’, our text messaging service and a sat nav download.
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        Tapping in to beer quality at a training day

      


      The CaskFinder smart phone app is available free of charge for iPhone or Android handsets and shows pubs in your location along with a map to help you find them and details of the beers on sale, based on our last inspection, and their Cyclops taste descriptions. It also gives information on all cask brewers and their beers. The app can also read barcodes on bottled beers to give a Cyclops description, with suggestions of other beers you could try.


      For people without smart phones you can use the text message service to find your nearest Cask Marque pub.


      Why not download the Cask Marque pubs file to your sat nav under ‘places of interest’ and you will be guided directly to the pub of your choice. You’re never far from a good pub with this information to hand. More details are available on the Cask Marque website.
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      Cask Ale Week


      Cask Marque are pleased to be working with CAMRA on Cask Ale Week to celebrate Britain’s National Drink – cask ale. This event has now been moved in the calendar to October to coincide with the annual Cask Report, an industry report on the health of the cask ale market. It generates many good stories about cask ale and cask ale pubs. This year the main theme is ‘Try Before You Buy’ to encourage new drinkers to the sector as well as a chance to sample the enormous range of styles of beers available. For more information visit www.caskaleweek.co.uk.
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      Other Activities


      Cask Marque has been busy supporting other industry initiatives:


      Cyclops


      Cyclops is a consumer-focused scheme, run by Cask Marque, CAMRA, SIBA and Everards which aims to de-mystify beer tasting and make real ale more accessible to drinkers. Cyclops accredited beers are described in simplified terms of their appearance, aroma and taste, providing consumers with some basic guidance on which beers among the vast range available they might like to try. Cask Marque administer the scheme and help with the marketing. For details on the scheme, visit:
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      Beer Academy


      As a Director of the Beer Academy, Cask Marque supports and promotes their aim of increasing beer knowledge to the consumer. Of particular interest is the ‘How to Judge Beer’ course, for which more details can be found on the Academy website www.beeracademy.co.uk. Gift vouchers are available for the courses and are an ideal gift for the discerning beer drinker.
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      Cellar Equipment


      Cask Marque are one of the primary instigators of encouraging the pub industry to invest in better equipment to maintain beer temperature from cellar to bar. The most important piece of equipment is known as an ‘ale python’ which insulates the beer lines from the cellar to the bar and maintain beer at cellar temperature 11–13°C, thus helping to deliver the perfect pint.


      While the industry has invested over a £1 million in this technology there is a clear lack of knowledge and understanding on how to maintain the equipment. Frequently, the equipment breaks down resulting in warm beer. It is our objective to educate licensees about how to maintain this equipment, just as they do with other cooling equipment in the cellar, thus saving costs and improving beer quality.


      When Cask Marque was formed in 1998, Simon Loftus, the then Chairman of Adnams and a keen support of Cask Marque, famously said “in five years beer quality will have improved and we will have done our job”. Today, as cask beer grows in popularity, our work is far from over.

    


    

  


  
    
      Treading the Pub Boards


      The play’s the thing…

      plus a pint with the poets

    


    
      Shakespeare enjoyed a drop at his local pub while fellow playwright Kit Marlowe met his end in one. Poet Laureate John Betjeman campaigned to save central London’s Black Friar when it was in danger of demolition, while TS Eliot included a slice of pub chat in his epic The Wasteland. Meanwhile, music of all types has always been played at the pub. Sea shanties, northern soul, new wave folk, free-form jazz — if it’s got a beat and a tune, chances are it’ll go with a pint of real ale. The relationship that poetry, theatre and music has with beer and the pub remains as healthy today as it was when Will Shakespeare leapt on a cart outside a Southwark boozer and declaimed something about doing the show right now.


      Take the Cluny in the Ouseburn Valley in Newcastle (see entry),. At this former whisky bottling plant the ambience is light and airy, the décor bare brickwork and polished wood, and there are nine real ales on at the bar. It’s all very modern in a retro sort of way. Most nights you will find a variety of folk mingling about, eager for a beer and a bite — the burgers are to die for.


      Many go there for something else. Opposite the end of the bar is an entrance to a good-sized concert hall. The Cluny has an enviable reputation as a top music venue, a place where those in search of music from bands that might be big one day (or were once big) can come and be entertained.
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        The Cluny, Ouseburn, Newcastle upon Tyne

      


      ‘We took it over in 2002,’ says Tony Brookes, founder of Head of Steam, the pub company that owns the Cluny, ‘and invested quite heavily in a fantastic sound system and some major structural stuff. We invested far more money in the sound than anything else and it is fantastic. Word of mouth has spread, and we have had people who are far bigger names than would normally play in this sort of venue. Last year the New York Dolls played three gigs on the trot and we also had Duffy when she was number one in the charts.’


      With the hall at the back of the bar, rest assured if you want to just come in for a chat and a pint of good beer. Once the doors are shut nothing can be heard. There is a real sense of fusion in the way the Cluny operates two different styles of establishment.


      Another pub that has them rocking in their pints is the Driftwood Spars at Trevaunance Cove, Cornwall (see entry). This is a lively, buzzy place, offering five real ales, including Lou’s Brew and Red Mission, both of which are brewed onsite. Musicians have been trekking to this lovely part of south Cornwall since the 1960s, including Queen, who played there in the summer of 1971 (an occasion that was celebrated with a tribute night organised by the International Queen Fan Club).


      ‘Music is really important to us as a pub,’ says landlady Louise Treseder. ‘It’s part of our legacy. As well as Queen we’ve had Reef and Angus and Julia Stone as well as the up and coming Billy Vincent.’


      Obviously not many pubs have a custom built stage with pristine sound. Does that matter? Many of my best pub musical experiences have been impromptu concerts — a couple of guys with a fiddle and guitar in the corner. Good music, superb real ale and the company of friends: an equation that cannot be beaten.


      Nöel Coward suggested that Mrs Worthington (of the brewing dynasty perhaps?) shouldn’t put her daughter on the stage. With that in mind, take her down the pub instead and you have pure theatre. Friends chatting and falling out and making up again; couples holding hands, then looking daggers at each other; first time dates as awkward as baby giraffes taking their first steps; old stalwarts remembering: the pub possesses a rich fabric. As the example of Shakespeare demonstrates, the play is the thing when it comes to the pub.


      The King’s Head in the Suffolk village of Laxfield (see entry) is a pub gem. Unchanged over the decades it’s full of nooks and crannies and the Adnams’ beers are served straight from the cask. There’s a roomy garden at the back, which is where various local drama groups often congregate — and guess who’s been their guiding light? ‘They’re mainly Shakespearean plays,’ says the pub’s landlord Bob Wilson, ‘and attract quite a following.’
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        The Driftwood Spars, Cornwall

      


      However, change is in the air at the King’s Head, even if it isn’t as dramatic as the angry young men that swept through British drama in the 1950s. ‘There are also tentative plans by my daughter and a local poet-cum-scriptwriter to stage a Sweeny Todd Night in conjunction with one of our traditional Cockney pie and mash nights…’


      Theatre is also a passion for Treseder at the Driftwood Spars. Like the music, this was part of the pub’s legacy when she took over and she demonstrates a real fervour at the thought of performers treading the boards at the ‘Drifty’.


      ‘The St Agnes players perform about three plays here every year — one in the summer in the cliffside garden, one in the autumn and one in the spring. The latter two are in our dining room. They’re all sell-outs. We allow the theatre company to use us as a venue. They charge on the door and I don’t get involved in selling tickets. My benefit is the extra people in my pub and it also brings in new customers as well.’


      She’s echoed by Wilson, who says, ‘as far as we are concerned such entertainment only appeals to a certain type of person but in its own way is good for the pub’s reputation. Morris dancing is another prime example of pleasing some and not others.’ There’s been an unexpected knock-on effect on the pub’s thespian tendencies. Wilson: ‘The plays have led to a group of poets also holding their “reading nights” here.’


      Poets have long been associated with the pub and beer. Dylan Thomas is perhaps the most famous. This is the man who praised beer thus: ‘I like the taste of beer. Its live, white lather, its brass bright depth. The sudden world through the wet brown walls of the glass, the tilted rush to the lips and the slow swallowing down to the lapping belly, the salt on the tongue, the foam on the corners.’ Writing is obviously thirsty work.


      Like the King’s Head, many pubs are putting on poetry nights, such as Baum in Rochdale (see entry) and the Brunswick Inn, Derby (see entry). Recently thr Brunswick commissioned local poet (and CAMRA member) Les Baynton to deliver his words to diners on a St Valentine’s Night event.


      ‘It was a beer-themed event,’ recalls Baynton, who is regularly crowned Beer King at the city’s annual CAMRA beer festival. ‘I wrote poems for diners’ partners and read them out at the end of the evening. It proved very popular and I worked hard for my supper.’


      He believes that most cities have at least one pub doing poetry nights, events that are very popular with landlords. ‘They put them on not because they are poetry fans but because they will attract a slightly different crowd from the quiz/karaoke/football crowd and can fill a place on a quiet night.


      ‘I ran a poetry night at one pub for five years that gradually increased in entertainment value. Poets cross-dressed or came in various costumes. A builder wrote a poem about his feminine side and then took off his gear to reveal a fetching set of lace underwear…’


      By Adrian Tierney-Jones
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      The Cornish Wurzels performing at the Driftwood Spars

    


    
      
    


    
      Taking the waters


      Mikron celebrates 40 years of pub pleasure

    


    
      CAMRA was not alone in celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2011. For the same number of years, the Mikron Theatre group has been touring the canals of England to perform plays at waterside pubs. Canals are the lifeblood of the company, for the actors travel on a restored narrow boat, Tyseley, which they moor alongside pubs while they perform.


      Mike Lucas launched Mikron after training as an actor and appearing in television, film and theatre. In common with many of the other actors, directors and writers who support the company, Mike was inspired by his love of pubs, good beer, canals and the disappearing industrial history of Britain – the early co-operative movement, the navvies who cut the canals, the brewers who make good ale and the publicans who serve it.


      It’s been a tempestuous 40 years. During that time, Mike has twice broken his shoulder and almost drowned on the Oxford Canal. As artistic director, he had to grapple with the loss of an Arts Council grant and launch an appeal to find new sponsors. At the age of 70, he has stopped touring but he remains the inspiration and guiding hand behind Mikron.


      One of Mike’s lasting legacies is Beer Street, first performed in 1994 but constantly updated to take in to account the many changes in the brewing industry and pub trade. Beer Street is a funny and rumbustious play that covers every known aspect of beer, brewing and pub-running, from the monks of Burton Abbey making ale in the 12th century to the present day problems of pubcos, excise duty and binge drinking. If all that sounds like heavy going, be assured that Beer Street offers an evening of memorable performances, hearty singing and knockabout humour, as well as food for thought. If you never thought the brewing process – from malting to tapping casks – could be explained in song, then the play will disabuse you.


      Beer Street is not the company’s only play. Hell and High Water, which marks the 250th anniversary of the birth of the canals, is part of the repertoire, and is a drama about the cutting of the Bridgewater Canal. In total, there have been 15 different productions over the past 40 years and new plays in 2012 will deal with the Luddites – the opponents of machinery at the birth of the industrial revolution – and the allotments movement.


      If allotments sound worthy but dull, they won’t be portrayed that way by Mikron. Beer Street is fast moving and brilliantly moves around in time, with a modern pub intertwining with an ancient ale house. Brewing monks turn into modern beer makers while customers range from bawdy boozers to respectable women in search of a port-and-lemon.


      The pace is dazzling and is all the more remarkable when you consider the play is performed by just four actors – Adrian Palmer, Nicola Redman, Sally Ann Staunton and Dan Wilder – who change their costumes at lightning speed and also play guitars, banjos, fiddles and flutes. All the actors have impressive backgrounds in theatre, TV and film. Adrian Palmer is a vastly experienced actor and he uses his well-honed skills to perfection in the hilarious, show-stopping song that details the 1,001 euphemisms for the state of drunkenness.


      Mikron, in common with many small, dedicated theatre groups, exists on a shoe-string. In place of the Arts Council grant, the company gets support from individual supporters and companies ranging from printers, solicitors and, naturally, brewers: Castle Rock in Nottingham, 2010 winner of the Champion Beer of Britain award, brewed a special ale to commemorate Mikron’s 40th anniversary called Rock the Boat.


      The company tours every spring and summer, while in the autumn it leaves the canals to perform in museums, community centres and village halls. For details of the autumn 2011 and full 2012 touring programmes go to: www.mikron.org.uk. With luck, they could be performing at a venue near you.
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      The Mikron four: left to right, Dan Wilder, Nicola Redman, Sally Ann Staunton and Adrian Palmer

    

  


  
    
      Beer Festivals & Key Events


      THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE’S BEER FESTIVALS are magnificent shop windows for cask ale and they give drinkers the opportunity to sample beers from independent brewers rare to particular localities. Beer festivals are enormous fun: many offer good food and live entertainment, and – where possible – facilities for families. Some seasonal festivals specialise in spring, summer, autumn and winter ales. Festivals range in size from small local events to large regional ones. CAMRA holds two national festivals, the National Winter Ales Festival in January, and the Great British Beer Festival in August; the latter features around 500 beers.


      The festivals listed are those planned for 2012. For up-to-date information, visit the CAMRA website www.camra.org.uk and click on ‘CAMRA Near You’. By joining CAMRA you will receive the Campaign’s monthly newspaper What’s Brewing, which lists every festival on a month-by-month basis. Dates listed are liable to change: check with the website or What’s Brewing.
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      JANUARY


      NATIONAL WINTER ALES (MANCHESTER)


      Atherton – Bent & Bongs

      Beer Bash


      Cambridge – Winter


      Colchester – Winter


      Exeter – Winter


      Newark – Winter


      Salisbury – Winter


      FEBRUARY


      Battersea


      Chappel – Winter


      Chelmsford – Winter


      Chesterfield


      Derby – Winter


      Dorchester


      Dover – White Cliffs Winter


      Fleetwood


      Gosport – Winter


      Liverpool


      Luton


      Pendle


      Redditch


      Stockton – Ale & Arty


      Tewkesbury – Winter


      MARCH


      Bradford


      Bristol


      Burton – Spring


      Coventry


      Darlington – Spring


      Hitchin


      Hove – Sussex


      Leeds


      Leicester


      London Drinker


      Loughborough


      Overton (Hampshire)


      St Neots – Booze on the Ouse


      Walsall


      Whitehaven


      Wigan


      Winchester


      APRIL


      Barnsley


      Bexley


      Bury St Edmunds – East Anglian


      Chippenham


      Doncaster


      Farnham


      Glenrothes – Kingdom of Fife


      Larbert – Falkirk


      Maldon


      Mansfield


      Newcastle-upon-Tyne


      Paisley


      Thanet


      MAY


      Banbury


      Cambridge


      Colchester


      Halifax


      Kingston


      Lincoln


      Macclesfield


      Newark


      Newport (Gwent)


      Northampton – Delapre Abbey


      Reading


      Stourbridge


      Stratford-upon-Avon


      Thurrock


      Wolverhampton


      Yapton


      JUNE


      Aberdeen


      Braintree


      Cardiff – Great Welsh


      Chappel Cider Festival


      Edinburgh – Scottish


      Gibberd Garden – Harlow


      Harpenden


      Lewes – South Downs


      Rugby


      Salisbury


      Southampton


      St Ives (Cornwall)


      Skipton


      Stockport


      Tenterden – Kent & East Sussex Railway


      Woodchurch - Rare Breeds


      JULY


      Ardingly


      Bishops Stortford


      Bromsgrove


      Canterbury – Kent


      Chelmsford


      Ealing


      Derby


      Devizes


      Hereford – Beer on the Wye


      Plymouth


      Rochford – South East Essex Cider Festival


      Stafford


      Stowmarket


      Winchcombe – Cotswold


      Windsor


      Woodcote – Steam Fair


      AUGUST


      GREAT BRITISH, LONDON


      Barnstaple


      Clacton


      Grantham


      Harbury


      Ipswich


      Peterborough


      Swansea


      Watnall – Moorgreen


      Worcester


      SEPTEMBER


      Ascot


      Bridgnorth – Severn Valley


      Burton


      Carmarthen


      Chappel


      Darlington – Rhythm ‘N’ Brews


      Durham


      East Malling (Kent)


      Faversham – Hop


      Hinckley


      Jersey


      Keighley


      Letchworth


      Lytham


      Melton Mowbray


      Minehead


      Nantwich


      Newton Abbot


      North Cotswolds –

      Moreton-in-Marsh


      Northwich


      Ripley – Derbyshire


      St. Albans


      Scunthorpe


      Shrewsbury


      Southport


      St Ives (Cambs) – Booze on the Ouse


      Tamworth


      Ulverston


      York


      OCTOBER


      Alloa


      Ayrshire Real Ale Festival - Troon


      Barnsley


      Basingstoke


      Bath


      Bedford


      Birkenhead


      Birmingham


      Cambridge – Octoberfest


      Carlisle


      Chester


      Chesterfield – Market


      Eastbourne


      Egremont, Cumbria


      Falmouth


      Gainsborough


      Huddersfield – Oktoberfest


      Kendal


      Long Eaton


      Louth


      Milton Keynes


      Norwich


      Nottingham


      Oxford


      Poole


      Quorn Octoberfest


      Redhill


      Richmond (N Yorks.)


      St Helens


      Sawbridgeworth


      Sheffield


      Solihull


      Stoke-on-Trent – Potteries


      Sunderland


      Swindon


      Thanet – Cider


      Twickenham


      Wallington


      Weymouth


      Woolston – Southampton


      Worthing


      NOVEMBER


      Dudley


      Heathrow


      Rochford


      Saltburn


      Wakefield


      Wantage


      Watford


      Whitchurch (Hampshire)


      Woking


      DECEMBER


      Harwich


      London – Pig’s Ear
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      Beer Trends


      Brewers are marrying old and new styles

    


    
      ‘Innovate or die’ – the famous advice to industries in danger of running out of steam – has been embraced with enthusiasm by brewers. Good beer has moved on from the era of mild, bitter and a drop of strong stuff for the winter. Today, even golden ales look a tad recherché as brewers search, with zeal and a degree of passion, for new styles to interest and even entrance drinkers.


      ‘New styles’ is something of a misnomer. Many brewers are marrying old and new in their quest for exciting additions to their portfolios. Until the arrival of the metal cask, all beer – even European lager – was stored in wood. Today, starting in Scotland, with Innis & Gunn’s oak-aged beer, several British brewers are ageing strong ales in casks acquired from several sources: the Scottish malt whisky industry, bourbon barrels from Kentucky, sherry casks from Spain, and wine and Cognac barriques from France. Oak-aged beer has sparked an intense debate over which types of casks produce the best-tasting beer, as residues of the original alcohol remain locked in the wood. The jury is out but experience suggests whisky and bourbon will win as they are malt-based drinks, rather than fruit.


      New expressions


      [image: dscf0113.eps]


      
        Stuart Cail of Harviestoun brewery with casks obtained from Highland park distillery.

      


      The depths of flavour created by wood ageing and the different characteristics derived from the age of the cask can be seen in the work carried out at the Harviestoun brewery in Scotland. Head brewer Stuart Cail produces Ola Dubh, a strong, 8% version of the brewery’s Old Engine Oil, a dark, porter-style beer: Ola Dubh is Gaelic for Black Oil. The beer is matured in casks bought from Highland Park on Orkney, recognised as one of the finest producers of single malt whisky in Scotland. Highland Park distillery produces ‘expressions’ of its whiskies that are aged from between 12 to 40 years. Casks sent to Harviestoun enable the brewery to produce five expressions of Ola Dubh and it’s fascinating to note how the sherry/fruit, vanilla/oak character of the wood and residual whisky vapour blend with the roasted grain, burnt fruit, chocolate and bitter hop notes of the beer.


      [image: dscf0118.eps]


      
        Stuart Cail of Harviestoun brewery (right) discussing whisky production with a blender at Highland Park.

      


      Wood-aged beer has crossed the Scottish border. Thornbridge brewery in Bakewell, Derbyshire, has experimented with ageing its St Petersburg Imperial Russian Stout in casks obtained from different whisky producers, while Fuller’s in London has produced two versions of Brewer’s Reserve oak-aged ale. The first was aged in single malt whisky casks obtained from the giant drinks company Diageo, the second from Cognac barriques supplied by Courvoisier. The beer used was Golden Pride and as it matured the alcoholic strength was measured at between 11.25 and 11.75%. The beer was then blended with Extra Special Bitter and the strength reduced to 8.2%: Fuller’s had to satisfy the excise officers that it was not guilty of ‘grogging’, an 18th-century device used by brewers to increase the strength of beer by adding spirit.


      The second Brewer’s Reserve was launched on draught at the 2010 Great British Beer Festival but is generally available only in bottle. Innis & Gunn has also occasionally produced a cask version of its Oak Aged Beer for CAMRA beer festivals in Scotland and it’s to be hoped this trend will develop.


      Meantime brewery is south London has also entered the wood-aged beer scene thanks to its new micro plant in the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich next to the Cutty Sark. Meantime is run by Alastair Hook who in 2010 moved his original plant to a new, custom-built site near the O2 where he is currently brewing 25,000 barrels a year but has room to grow to 100,000. As well as a proper lager, he brews cask London Pale Ale, and bottle-conditioned IPA and Porter. His most fascinating beers come from the tiny six-barrel plant in Greenwich in the baroque splendour of Sir Christopher Wren’s buildings that are now a Unesco world heritage site.


      In 1694 the monarchy founded a royal hospital for seamen within the naval college. Porter was brewed there to bring comfort to sick and dying sailors and Alastair has restored the tradition with his 8% Hospital Porter. This stunning beer is brewed with nine malts and English hops and, in the true fashion of early 18th-century porters, is a blend of old and young beers. Prior to blending, the old beer is matured in peated whisky casks for two years and the finished beer has a complex character of peat, roasted grain, chocolate, coffee and liquorice. There’s also a hint of seaweed or phenol, which comes from whisky casks obtained from the Bruichladdich distillery on Islay. Casks from the same source are used to mature Imperial Russian Stout, also 8%, which is an unblended strong porter with a more pronounced phenolic/seaweed character. The beers can be enjoyed in the spacious restaurant alongside the brewery.
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        Bowland are bottling beer like champagne

      


      The Bowland brewery near Clitheroe, in Lancashire, has taken bottle-conditioned beer on to a new level with Artisan Gold (5.7%), produced by the méthode champenoise. The beer comes in an attractive 750ml champagne-style bottle, complete with cork and cradle. Richard Baker, the owner and brewer at Bowland, explains: ‘Artisan Gold is brewed in the same way as all our ales for cask or bottle, then we transfer it to conditioning tanks with a lot of dry hops for two weeks before transferring it to a lager [storage] tank at zero degrees, where it’s held for three weeks. Then it’s bottled with priming glucose and a champagne yeast: secondary fermentation takes place for three to four weeks at 10-11°C.


      ‘After two weeks of secondary fermentation, we transfer the bottles to the pupitres [racks or “pulpits”] where they’re “riddled” each day – a quarter turn – allowing yeast and proteins to sediment down to the necks. We then freeze the necks in glycol at -30° C before removing the crown to allow the carbon dioxide to push the ice plug out, leaving clear, sediment-free, bottle-conditioned ale.’


      Richard tried ale yeast for the champagne stage but says ‘it didn’t work. It was too sticky and left deposits inside the bottle. We got a special champagne yeast embedded in alginate beads.’ He describes Artisan Gold – brewed with Maris Otter pale malt, crystal malt and wheat, and hopped with Brewers Gold from Germany and Nelson Sauvin from New Zealand – as ‘a journey rather than a product and it’s changed the way we brew all our beers.’


      History books


      Back at Fuller’s, brew master John Keeling and brewery manager Derek Prentice have delved into the brewery’s history books to launch a series of bottle-conditioned beers based on recipes from the late 19th century. Wherever possible, they use ingredients that were available at the time, such as Plumage Archer barley for malting. The first beer, launched in 2010, was XX Strong Ale (7.5%), and it was followed by a strong Stout. Future beers will include Fuller’s interpretation of Burton Ale, a style that emerged from the shadows in 2011. Burton-on-Trent is rightly famous as the home of pale ale and India Pale Ale but in the 18th century such major Burton brewers as Allsopp and Bass concentrated on stronger, darker and sweeter beers that became known generically as Burton Ale.


      Interest in Burton Ale was prompted by Carlsberg’s closure of the Tetley brewery in June 2011. Carlsberg owns Draught Burton Ale, the only beer brewed by a national brewer to win the title of Champion Beer of Britain. It started life as Ind Coope Draught Burton Ale but the beer moved to Tetley and is currently brewed in tiny batches by J W Lees.


      But other Burtons remain, albeit under different names. Bass’s No 1, still occasionally brewed, is labelled a barley wine but is in fact the last surviving example of a Bass Burton Ale. Burton Ale was so successful in the 18th and 19th centuries that brewers throughout the country had to have ‘a Burton’ in their portfolios. The style survives as Young’s Winter Warmer, originally called Burton. Greene King in Suffolk was highly praised in Victorian times for its Burton and it’s possible that Abbot Ale is a descendant of the brewery’s Burton. It’s also possible that the equally renowned Fuller’s ESB developed out of its Burton.


      The revival of India Pale Ale continues unabated. A style that seemed destined to be no more than a footnote to brewing history has been rekindled with enormous enthusiasm by scores of brewers. Acorn brewery in Barnsley alone produces several different versions of its IPA every year. In total there are close to 100 IPAs listed in the Guide as regular beers.


      As the Guide went to press, Little Valley brewery in Yorkshire re-launched its Python IPA using organic malts and hops. The beer has a superb grassy hop, juicy malt and tangy fruit character.

    


    

  


  
    
      All About Ale


      The best beer comes naturally

    


    
      Brewers call real ale ‘cask-conditioned beer’, a term that neatly sums up why this style is different to all other forms of beer. Cask beer has deep roots in Britain. In the 19th century, as the lager revolution spread from central Europe to most other parts of the world, Britain remained loyal to beer made in a time-honoured fashion that requires skill, commitment and even passion.


      Most beer – lager as well as ale – is filtered, often pasteurised, and run into sealed containers called kegs in the brewery. When it reaches the pub or bar, it’s served by applied gas pressure, either carbon dioxide or nitrogen or a mix of both.


      Real ale on the other hand is a natural, living product. It’s neither filtered nor pasteurised and reaches the peak of perfection in its cask in the pub cellar. It’s possible – and legal – to produce something called ‘beer’ made with rice, maize and corn syrup, and flavoured with green juice squeezed from pulverised hops. But cask beer brewers turn their backs on such practices and prefer instead to use the finest malting barley and hops in their natural state. They may blend in darker malts and other grains, such as wheat or oats, but they avoid the cheap adjuncts used by the producers of global brands.


      This insistence on quality chimes with the requirements of consumers who are concerned about how and where food and drink are made. Thanks to the work of malting companies and farmers, it’s possible to trace where barley and hops are grown, even to the precise field where they are harvested. CAMRA’s LocAle scheme, which encourages publicans to source some of their beers from breweries within a 30-mile radius, reduces carbon footprints. It’s this insistence on locally-grown ingredients and beer brewed close to pubs that gives real ale a special appeal to the ‘green generation’.


      The critical difference between real ale and other types of beer is found at the brewery gate. While keg beer is finished and ready to be served, cask beer has yet to end its journey.


      Before it leaves the brewery, additional hops and special brewing sugar may be added to casks to encourage a further fermentation and to increase hop aroma and flavour. In the pub cellar, each cask is ‘stillaged’ on its belly on a cradle. A tap is knocked through the bung at the flat end of the cask while a peg, called a spile, is driven into a hole called the shive on top. The peg, made of porous wood, allows excess carbon dioxide to escape as the beer undergoes a secondary fermentation. As the beer has not been filtered, it retains yeast that attacks the remaining sugars in the beer. After a day, the porous peg is replaced by a hard one that keeps the remaining CO2 inside the cask to give the finished beer a natural sparkle in the glass: the beer is said to have ‘good condition’.


      Meanwhile, isinglass finings added in the brewery start a natural chemical reaction that draws yeast cells and protein to the foot of the cask. When the publican or cellar manager is satisfied – by drawing a sample from the cask – that the beer has ‘dropped bright’, plastic tubes called lines are attached to a tap in the bung and the beer is ready to be served. The familiar handpump on the bar operates a beer engine or suction pump that draws beer from cellar to bar. In some pubs, the beer is served ‘by gravity’ – direct from the cask.


      Real ale should be served cool: ‘warm British beer’ is a myth. Cask beer should be delivered to the bar at a cellar temperature of 11-13°C. Some summer beers and golden ales are served cooler at 9-10°C. The beer in your glass should be rich in malt aromas and flavours, naturally made and naturally served.


      On the next two pages you can follow the brewing process in a traditional cask beer brewery, Harvey’s of Lewes in East Sussex.

    


    

  


  
    
      In the beginning


      is the wort...


      The real-ale brewing process from mash tun to bar


      Before you can raise a pint in the pub, enormous skill and the finest natural ingredients come together in the brewery to turn barley malt, hops, yeast and water into beer. Here, the Good Beer Guide follows the brewing skills at Harveys.
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      Harveys’ classic tower brewery in Lewes, where the brewing process flows from floor to floor.
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      1.


      Malt – partially germinated barley – is stored at the top of the brewery. Harveys uses the classic Maris Otter variety.
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      2.


      Malt is added to a hopper ready to be ground into grist. The grist is then dropped into the mash tun to start the brewing process.
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      3.


      Pure water, known as ‘liquor’, has percolated through the chalk downs of Sussex before reaching the brewery. Hot liquor is mixed in the mash tun with the malt grist.
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      4.


      Head brewer Miles Jenner checks the temperature of the mash as brewing gets under way. Temperature is crucial to allow malt starch to turn into fermentable sugar.
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      5.


      At the end of the mash, the grain is ‘sparged’ or sprinkled with hot liquor to wash out remaining malt sugars.
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      6.


      The wort or sugary extract runs out of the mash tun into a receiving vessel where it is checked en route to the copper.
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      7.


      The hop store: Harveys uses traditional hop varieties from farmers in Sussex and surrounding counties.
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      8.


      The copper, where wort is vigorously boiled with hops: the boil extracts acids and tannins from the hops that add aroma and bitterness to the beer.
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      9.


      Some of the hops are added late in the boil for additional aroma and flavour. ‘Late hopping’ restores any aroma lost earlier during the boil.
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      10.


      After the boil the hopped wort is cooled and transfered to a fermenting vessel. Yeast is ‘pitched’ or blended into the wort to start fermentation.
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      11.


      To keep the yeast working busily, turning malt sugar into alcohol, the fermenting beer is roused or oxygenated from time to time.
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      12.


      Beer is racked into casks in preparation for the final destination: the pub cellar where it enjoys a vigorous second fermentation.
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      13.


      In the racking hall, finings are added that will clear the beer of yeast and protein in the pub cellar.


      


      [image: _DSC6256.jpg]


      


      14.


      And finally... checking the quality of the finished beer in the pub. Another perfect pint is poured!


      

    

  


  
    
      Britain’s Classic Beer Styles


      IN THE WORLD OF BEER, Britain’s is best known for the style known as bitter, which in the 20th century developed from the pale ales first brewed in Victorian times. But there is far more to British beer than bitter. Older styles have reappeared while the likes of golden ale, fruit beer and wheat beer have been fashioned in recent years to give further choice to drinkers. In this briefing, Roger Protz gives an indication of some of the great beers available in British pubs and recommends some of his favourite versions of each style.
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      PORTER & STOUT


      Porter was a London beer that created the first commercial brewing industry in the world in the early 18th century. Porter started life as a brown beer and became darker when new technology made it possible to roast grain at higher temperatures to obtain greater colour and flavour. The strongest version of porter was dubbed stout porter or stout for short. The name porter was the result of the beer’s popularity with the large number of porters working the streets, markets and docks of 18th-century London.


      Porter and stout were exported to the rest of the British Isles and, as a result, Arthur Guinness built his own porter brewery in Dublin. During World War One, when the British government prevented brewers from using heavily-roasted malts in order to divert energy to the arms industry, Guinness and other Irish brewers came to dominate the market. In recent years, porter and stout have made a spirited comeback in both Britain and the United States, with brewers digging deep in to old recipe books to create genuine versions of the style from the 18th and 19th centuries.


      Look for a jet-black colour with a hint of ruby around the edge of the glass. Expect a dark and roasted malt character, with raisin and sultana fruit, espresso or cappuccino coffee, liquorice and molasses. The beer should have deep hop bitterness to balance the richness of malt and fruit.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        MEANTIME LONDON PORTER

        NETHERGATE OLD GROWLER

        THORNSBRIDGE SAINT PETERSBURG IMPERIAL RUSSIAN STOUT
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      MILD


      Mild was once the most popular style of beer in Britain but it was overtaken by bitter in the 1950s. It was developed in the 18th and 19th centuries as a less aggressively bitter style of beer than porter and stout, and was primarily drunk by industrial and agricultural workers to refresh them after long hours of arduous labour. Early milds were much stronger that modern interpretations, which tend to fall in the 3% to 3.5% category, though Rudgate’s Dark Ruby Mild at 4.4% is more in keeping with earlier strengths. Mild is usually dark brown in colour, due to the use of well-roasted malts or roasted barley, but there are paler versions such as Banks’s Mild, Timothy Taylor’s Golden Best and McMullen’s AK. Look for rich malty aromas and flavours, with hints of dark fruit, chocolate, coffee and caramel, with a gentle underpinning of hop bitterness.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        BANK'S MILD

        HOLT'S MILD

        RUDGATE DARK RUBY MILD

        SARAH HUGHES DARK RUBY
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      OLD ALE


      Old ale is another style from the 18th century, stored for months or even years in wooden vessels where the beer picked up some lactic sourness from wild yeasts and tannins in the wood. As a result of the sour taste, it was dubbed ‘stale’ by drinkers and the beer was one of the components of the early blended porters. In recent years, old ale has made a return to popularity, primarily due to the popularity of Theakston’s Old Peculier and Gale’s Prize Old Ale. Contrary to expectation, old ales do not have to be especially strong and can be no more than 4% alcohol. Neither do they have to be dark: old ale can be pale and bursting with lush malt, tart fruit and spicy hops. Darker versions will have a more profound malt character, with powerful hints of roasted grain, dark fruit, polished leather and fresh tobacco. The hallmark of the style is a lengthy period of maturation, often in bottle rather than cask.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        GALE'S PRIZE OLD ALE (brewed by Fuller's)

        THEAKSTON'S OLD PECULIER

        ROBINSON'S OLD TOM

      


      


      [image: Barley wine.eps]


      BARLEY WINE


      Barley wine dates from the 18th and 19th centuries when England was often at war with France and it was the duty of patriots, usually from the upper classes, to drink ale rather that French claret. Barley wine had to be strong – often between 10% and 12% – and was stored for as long as 18 months or two years. The biggest-selling barley wine for many years was Whitbread’s 10.9% Gold Label, now available only in cans. Fuller’s Vintage Ale (8.5%) is a bottle-conditioned version of its Golden Pride and is brewed with different varieties of malts and hops every year. Expect massive sweet malt and ripe fruit of the pear drop, orange and lemon type, with darker fruits, chocolate and coffee if darker malts are used. Hop rates are generous and produce bitterness and peppery, grassy and floral notes.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        CHILTERN BODGER’S BARLEY WINE

        FULLER’S VINTAGE ALE

        HOGS BACK A OVER T
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      IPA


      India Pale Ale changed the face of brewing in the 19th century. The new technologies of the industrial revolution enabled brewers to use pale malts to fashion beers that were pale bronze in colour. First brewed in London and Burton-on-Trent for the colonial trade, IPAs were strong in alcohol and high in hops to keep them in good condition during long sea journeys. IPA’s life span was brief, driven out of the colonies by German lager. But the style has made a spirited recovery in recent years, brewed with great passion in both Britain and the U.S. In Chicago, Goose Island’s IPA is arguably the finest American interpretation of the style while in Britain Marston’s Old Empire and Meantime’s IPA are just two modern versions of the style arousing new interest. Look for a big peppery hop aroma and palate balanced by juicy malt and tart citrus fruit.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        MARSTON’S OLD EMPIRE

        THORNBRIDGE JAIPUR IPA

        WESTERHAM INDIA PALE ALE
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      BURTON ALE


      As the name suggests, the origins of Burton Ale lie in Burton-on-Trent, but the style became so popular in the 18th and 19th centuries that most brewers had ‘a Burton’ in their portfolio and the expression ‘gone for a Burton’ entered the English language. Bass at one time had six different versions of the beer, ranging from 6% to 11.5%: the stronger versions were exported to Russia and the Baltic States.


      In the 20th century, Burton was overtaken in popularity by pale ale and bitter but it was revived with great success in the late 1970s with the launch of Ind Coope Draught Burton Ale. But when Allied Breweries broke up, the beer moved first to Tetley’s in Leeds and then J W Lees in Manchester, where it’s brewed in small batches but is worth seeking out: it’s based on the recipe for a once-famous bottled beer, Double Diamond Export. Other Burton Ales exist under different names today: Young’s Winter Warmer was originally called Burton. Bass No 1, brewed occasionally, is called a barley wine but is in fact the last remaining version of a Bass Burton Ale. Look for a bright amber colour, a rich malty and fruity character underscored by a solid resinous and piny hop note.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        BURTON BRIDGE BRIDGE BITTER

        MARSTON’S OWD RODGER

        YOUNG’S WINTER WARMER
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      PALE ALE


      The success of IPA in the colonial trade led to a demand for beer of a similar colour and character in Britain. IPA, with its heavy hopping, was considered too bitter for the domestic market, and brewers responded with a beer dubbed pale ale that was lower in both alcohol and hops.


      Pale ale was known as ‘the beer of the railway age’, transported round the country from Burton-on-Trent by the new railway system. Brewers from London, Liverpool and Manchester built breweries in Burton to make use of the local, mineral-rich water to make their own versions of pale ale. From the early years of the 20th century, bitter began to overtake pale ale in popularity and as a result pale ale became mainly a bottled product. A true pale ale should be different to bitter, identical to IPA in colour and brewed without the addition of coloured malts. It should have a spicy, resinous aroma and palate, with biscuity malt and tart citrus fruit. Many beers are called bitter today but are in fact pale ale, Marston’s Pedigree being a case in point.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        MARSTON’S PEDIGREE

        REDEMPTION PALE ALE

        TOWER PALE ALE
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      BITTER


      Towards the end of the 19th century, brewers built large estates of tied pubs and they moved away from beers stored for months or years and developed ‘running beers’ that could be served after a few days of conditioning in the pub cellar. Bitter was a new type of running beer: it was a member of the pale ale family but was generally deep bronze or copper in colour due to the use of slightly darker malts, such as crystal, that gave the beer fullness of palate. Best is a stronger version of bitter but there is considerable crossover. Bitter falls into the 3.4% to 3.9% band, while best bitter is 4% upwards, though a number of brewers dub their ordinary bitters ‘best’. A further development of bitter comes in the shape of extra or special strong bitter of 5% or more: Fuller’s ESB and Greene King Abbot being well-known examples. With ordinary bitter, look for spicy, peppery and grassy hop character, a powerful bitterness, tangy fruit and juicy/nutty malt. With best and strong bitters, malt and fruit character will tend to dominate but hop aroma and bitterness are still crucial to the style, often achieved by ‘late hopping’ in the brewery or adding hops to casks as they leave for pubs.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        HARVEY’S BEST BITTER

        TIMOTHY TAYLOR LANDLORD

        WOODFORDE’S WHERRY
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      GOLDEN ALE


      Golden ales have become so popular, with brewers of all sizes producing them, that they now have their own category in the Champion Beer of Britain competition. Exmoor Gold and Hop Back Summer Lightning launched the trend in the early 1980s and other brewers quickly followed suit in a rush to win younger drinkers away from mass-produced lagers to the pleasures of cask beer. The style is different to pale ale in two crucial ways: golden ale is paler, often brewed with lager malt or specially produced low temperature ale malt and, as a result, hops are allowed to give full expression, balancing sappy malt with luscious fruity, floral, herbal, spicy and resinous characteristics.


      While brewers of pale ale tend to use such traditional English hops as Fuggles and Goldings, imported hops from North America, the Czech Republic, Germany, Slovenia and New Zealand give radically different hop notes to golden ale. As a result, golden ales offer a new and exciting drinking experience. They are often served colder than draught bitter and some brewers, such as Fuller’s, have installed special cooling devices attached to beer engines to ensure the beer reaches the glass at an acceptably refreshing temperature.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        CASTLE ROCK HARVEST PALE

        HAWKSHEAD LAKELAND GOLD

        VALE GRAVITAS
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      WHEAT BEER


      Wheat beer is a style closely associated with Bavaria and Belgium and the popularity of the style in Britain has encouraged many brewers to add wheat beer to the portfolios. The title is something of a misnomer as all ‘wheat beers’ are a blend of malted barley as well as wheat, as the latter grain is difficult to brew with and needs the addition of barley, which acts as a natural filter during the mashing stage. But wheat, if used with special strains of yeast developed for brewing the style, gives distinctive aromas and flavours, such as clove, banana and bubblegum that make it a complex and refreshing beer. The Belgian version of wheat beer often has the addition of herbs and spices, such as milled coriander seeds and orange peel – a habit that dates back to medieval times.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        LITTLE VALLEY HEBDEN’S WHEAT

        OTLEY O-GARDEN

        THORNBRIDGE VERSA

      


      


      [image: Heather Ale - Beer Styles.psd]


      FRUIT/SPECIALITY BEERS


      Brewers have become restless in recent years in their quest for new flavours that will help them reach a wider and more appreciative audience for their beers. The popularity in Britain of Belgian fruit beers has not gone unnoticed and now many home-grown brewers are using fruit in their beer. Others have gone the extra mile and add honey, herbs, heather, spices, and even spirit – brandy and rum feature in a number of speciality beers. It’s important to dispel the belief that fruit and honey beers are sweet: both fruit and honey add new dimensions to the brewing process and are highly fermentable, with the result that beers that use the likes of cherries or raspberry are dry and quenching rather than cloying.


      
        ROGER’S ROUND


        FAT CAT HONEY CAT

        ST PETER’S GRAPEFRUIT BEER

        WILLIAMS BROTHER FRAOCH HEATHER ALE

      


      


      [image: Bitter2.eps]


      SCOTTISH BEERS


      Historically, Scottish beers tend to be darker, sweeter and less heavily hopped that beers south of the border: a reflection of a colder climate where hops don’t grow and beer needs to be nourishing. The classic traditional styles are Light, Heavy and Export, which are not dissimilar to mild, bitter and IPA. They are also often known as 60, 70 and 80 Shilling Ales from a 19th-century method of invoicing beers according to their strength. A Wee Heavy or 90 Shilling Ale, now rare, is the Scottish equivalent of barley wine. Many of the newer brewers in Scotland produce beers that are lighter in colour and with more generous hop rates.

    


    


    
      ROGER’S ROUND


      BELHAVEN 80 SHILLING ALE

      HARVIESTOUN BITTER & TWISTED

      STEWART EDINBURGH NO 3

    


    


    
      Only accept perfect pints


      Remember, you’re the consumer, forking out a high price for beer, so don’t be afraid to take your pint back to the bar if:


      [image:  no image] It’s either too cold or too warm. Cask beer should be cool, not cold – but bear in mind that some golden ales are meant to be served at a lower temperature than Milds and Bitters. At the other end of the spectrum, it’s a myth that real ale should be served at room temperature. Warm beer tastes bad, as the temperature creates unpleasant off flavours. If your beer smells of acetone, vinegar or stale bread, take it back.


      [image:  no image] The pint has no head, is totally flat and out of condition.


      [image:  no image] It’s not only flat but hazy and has yeast particles or protein floating in the liquid.


      If you get the response ‘Real ale is meant to be warm and cloudy’, invite the publican to join the 21st century. If the offending pub has a Cask Marque plaque, get in touch with Cask Marque. Otherwise, let us know at the Good Beer Guide camragbgeditor@camra.org.uk.


      And please go back to the bar if you are served a short measure – less than a pint of liquid in the glass. Drinkers lose millions of pounds a year as a result of short measure. It’s an outrageous rip-off. CAMRA beer festivals serve beer in over-size glasses that ensure drinkers always get a full pint. Most pub owners refuse to use over-size glasses, preferring brim-measure glasses that allow them consistently to serve short measure. It’s a scandal. Don’t put up with it.

    


    [image: Style 1.eps]


    

  


  
    
      CAMRA’s Beers of the Year


      THE BEERS LISTED BELOW are CAMRA’S Beers of the Year. They were short-listed for the Champion Beer of Britain competition in August 2011 and the Champion Winter Beer of Britain competition in January that year. The August competition judged Dark & Light Milds; Bitters; Best Bitters; Strong Bitters; Golden Ales; Speciality Beers; and Real Ale in a Bottle. The winter competition judged Old Ales & Strong Milds; Porters; Stouts; and Barley Wines & Strong Old Ales. Each beer was found by a panel of trained CAMRA judges to be consistently outstanding in its category and they all receive a ‘full tankard’ [image:  no image] in the Breweries section.

    


    
      DARK & LIGHT MILDS


      Bank Top, Dark Mild


      Batemans, Dark Mild


      Coastal, Merry Maidens


      Goachers, Real Mild


      Highland, Dark Munro


      Hobsons, Mild


      Mighty Oak, Oscar Wilde


      Rudgate, Ruby Mild


      Swansea, Deep Slade Dark


      BITTERS


      Arran, Arran Ale


      Bryncelyn, Holly Hop


      Church End, Goats Milk


      Elgoods, Cambridge


      Elland, Bargee


      Hawkshead, Bitter


      Hopdaemon, Golden Braid


      Nottingham, Rock Ale Bitter


      Orkney, Raven Ale


      Phoenix, Navvy


      Potton, Shannon IPA


      Purple Moose, Snowdonia


      RCH, PG Steam


      Salopian, Shropshire Gold


      Teignworthy, Reel Ale


      Triple fff, Alton’s Pride


      Whim, Hartington Bitter


      York, Guzzler


      BEST BITTERS


      Blythe, Staffie


      Bollington, Best Bitter


      Castle Rock, Preservation


      Castle Rock, Elsie Mo


      Country Life, Golden Pig


      Facers, Daves Hoppy Brew


      George Wright, Pipe Dream


      Hall & Woodhouse, Badger First Gold


      Houston, Peter’s Well


      Jarrow, Joblings Swinging Gibbet


      Kelburn, Red Smiddy


      Kinver, Edge


      McMullen, Country Bitter


      Milton, Pegasus


      Otter, Amber


      Purple Moose, Glaslyn Ale


      Surrey Hills, Shere Drop


      Timothy Taylor, Landlord


      STRONG BITTERS


      Adnam’s, Broadside


      Black Sheep, Riggwelter


      Fullers, Gales HSB


      Hesket Newmarket, Cat Bells


      Kinver, Half Centurion


      Moles, Mole Catcher


      Rhymney, Export


      Thornbridge, Jaipur


      Tryst, Raj IPA


      GOLDEN ALES


      Castle Rock, Harvest Pale


      Cheddar Ales, Potholer


      Cumbrian Legendary Ales, Loweswater Gold


      Dark Star, Hophead


      Great Orme, Celtica


      Holdens, Golden Glow


      Inveralmond, Ossian


      Oakham, Inferno


      Salamander, Golden Salamander


      OLD ALES & STRONG MILDS


      B & T, Shefford Old Dark


      Beowulf, Dark Raven


      Box Steam, Dark & Handsome


      Bragdy’r Nant, Mwnci Nell


      Brunswick, Father Mike’s Dark Ruby


      Fyne, Highlander


      King, Old Ale


      Leeds, Midnight Belle


      Marble, Chocolate


      PORTERS


      Acorn, Old Moor Porter


      Beowulf, Finns Hall Porter


      Conwy, Telford Porter


      Dow Bridge, Praetorian Porter


      Hammerpot, Bottle Wreck Porter


      Red Squirrel, London Porter


      Sulwath, Black Galloway


      Wapping, Smoked Porter


      Wickwar, Station Porter


      STOUTS


      Bull Lane, Sauce of the Niall


      Cairngorm, Black Gold


      Heart of Wales, Welsh Black


      Hop Back, Entire Stout


      Hopstar, Smokey Joes Black Beer


      Milk Street, Zig Zag Stout


      Milton, Nero


      Thornbridge, Saint Petersburg


      Titanic, Stout


      BARLEY WINES & STRONG OLD ALES


      Adnams, Tally Ho!


      Black Isle, Hibernator


      Darwin, Extinction Ale


      Exmoor, Beast


      Goachers, Old 1066 Ale


      Heart of Wales, High as a Kite


      Holdens, Old Ale


      Robinsons, Old Tom


      SPECIALITY BEERS


      Amber, Chocolate Orange Stout


      Little Valley, Hebden’s Wheat


      Oakleaf, I Can’t Believe It’s Not Bitter


      Okells, Alt


      Orkney, Atlas Wayfarer


      Otley, O Garden


      Salopian, Lemon Dream


      Skinners, Heligan Honey


      St Peter’s, Grapefruit


      REAL ALE IN A BOTTLE


      Beowulf, Dragon Smoke Stout


      Black Isle, Goldeneye


      Brown Cow, Captain Oates Dark Oat Mild


      Cropton, Two Pints Bitter


      Dark Star, Imperial Stout


      Fullers, Vintage (2009)


      Hesket Newmarket, Doris’s 90th Birthday Ale


      Islay, Single Malt Ale


      Molson Coors, Worthington White Shield


      O’Hanlon’s, Original Port Stout


      Pitfield, 1850 London Porter


      Prospect, Silver Tally


      St Austell, Proper Job


      Spire, Sgt Peppers Stout


      Thornbridge, St Petersburg


      Red Squirrel, Conservation Ale


      CHAMPION WINTER BEER OF BRITAIN


      Hop Back, Entire Stout


      [image: Finalist.tif]


      CHAMPION BEER OF BRITAIN 2011


      Mighty Oak, Oscar Wilde

    


    


    [image: Finalist.tif]

  





  
    
      England

    


    
      Bedfordshire

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Ampthill
      

    


    
      Albion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      36 Dunstable Street, MK45 2JT
    


    
      TL033378
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 634857
    


    B&T Shefford Bitter, Golden Fox, Dragonslayer; Everards Tiger; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A proper ale house with 12 handpumps dispensing B&T and Everards beers plus a range of ever-changing guest beers. Real cider and perry from Westons is served and the bar is devoid of the usual mainstream lagers. It was bought by Everards in 2009, thoroughly refurbished and leased to the local B&T brewery under the Project William initiative. A good mix of clientele takes advantage of the deceptively spacious interior and the compact courtyard adorned with old pub signs.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Old Sun
    
[image:  no image]

    
      87 Dunstable Street, MK45 2NQ
    


    
      TL034379
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (12.30am Fri & Sat) 12-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 405466
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theoldsunampthill.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Courage Directors; Fuller's London Pride; St Austell Tribute; Young's London Gold [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Picturesque and popular two-bar pub with five ales usually available. Real fires add to the cosy feel in winter. A large rear garden with covered decking, and seating in front of the pub, make this a very pleasant outdoor venue in the summer months. There is a games room for pool and darts with its own serving hatch. Various local interest groups and charity events are held throughout the year. A newly converted function room is available.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Arlesey
      

    


    
      Vicars Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      68 Church Lane, SG15 6UX
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3.30 (not Mon-Thu), 5-midnight; 12-4, 7-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01462 731215
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This inn is located in the north end of the village, a short stroll from the railway station. The traditional two-bar layout, popular with an older clientele, makes you feel at home in a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere. The guest beer is usually a lower gravity session ale and excellent value. Families make good use of the enclosed garden, and occasional events are held in a separate function room. Dominoes evenings are well attended.
    


    [image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](M2,E7) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Bedford
      

    


    
      Bedford Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      2 Bromham Road, MK40 2QA
    


    
      opp HM Prison
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Thu-Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 214656
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Wells Bombardier; Young's Bitter, Special; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Following an extensive rebuild, this is now a Charles Wells Speciality Ale House. Wood panelling dominates and the wooden floor makes for interesting acoustics. A changing range of guest beers adds choice to the four regular Wells & Young’s ales. Bar meals are available daily, with a roast on Sunday. There is a quiz on Monday, a poetry club on Thursday and live music on Tuesday, Friday and all day Sunday from 1pm.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Castle
    


    
      17 Newnham Street, MK40 3JR
    


    
      ½ mile E of town centre
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 4.30-11; 8.30-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 353295
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thecastlepubbedford.co.uk
    


    Courage Directors; Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Recently refurbished two-bar hostelry with a pleasant walled patio garden. A guest house at the rear provides five en-suite letting bedrooms. The pub is open to non-residents for breakfast on Friday and Saturday, and lunches and evening meals (not Sun or Mon) are also provided, though advance booking is required for Saturday evening. There is a small library of books for customers’ use in the bar. The Castle is conveniently situated for Bedford Rugby Club.
    


    [image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](4,5,7) [image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Cricketers Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      35 Goldington Road, MK40 3LH
    


    
      on A4280 near rugby ground
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (7 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 303958
    


    
      [image: Website icon] cricketersarms.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, friendly, one-bar pub near Bedford Blues rugby ground, popular with fans of the game and very busy on match days. It opens at noon on Saturdays for Blues home games. Live rugby is shown and the pub also opens early for live Six Nations games. Guest beers include brews from local micro-breweries. There is a covered, heated courtyard for smokers and drinkers.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](5) [image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Devonshire Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      32 Dudley Street, MK40 3TB
    


    
      1 mile E of town centre S of A4280
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Fri & Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 359329
    


    Courage Directors; Wells Eagle IPA; Young's London Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Pleasant Victorian two-bar local in a quiet residential area east of the town centre near Russell Park and the Embankment. An annual beer festival is hosted in May. The front bar, with bare floorboards, has recently been refurbished. The carpeted rear bar is a more traditional saloon. Outside, the small, private garden has a gazebo with heating and lighting for smokers, and a no-smoking lawn area. A good range of wines is sold by the glass, jug or bottle.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](4) [image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Flower Pot
    


    
      25 Tavistock Street, MK40 2RB
    


    
      on A6 just N of town centre
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 294174
    


    Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      One of the oldest pubs in Bedford, with low ceilings, small windows, dark wood and subdued lighting creating a cosy, traditional atmosphere. The walls are festooned with numerous photos of old Bedford. Live music features on Friday evening and a quiz night is hosted on Wednesday. There is a patio to the side and rear with seating and a covered smoking area.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Three Cups
    


    
      45 Newnham Street, MK40 3JR
    


    
      200m S of A4280 near rugby ground
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 352153
    


    Greene King XX Mild, IPA, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Five minutes from the town centre and close to the rugby ground, this 1770s pub with old-style wood panelling feels like a welcoming village inn. A popular lunchtime menu is available with a wide range of food served in generous portions and a roast on Sunday. The pleasant garden has a heated smoking shelter. Dogs are welcome in the public bar and garden. Quiz night is Tuesday.
    


    [image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](4,5,7) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Wellington Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      40-42 Wellington Street, MK40 2JX
    


    
      off A6 N of town centre
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 308033
    


    Adnams Bitter; B&T Two Brewers; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Award-winning, street-corner local operated by B&T Brewery, offering a wide range of regional and micro-brewery beers, plus real cider and perry (summer only) from 14 handpumps. A good selection of draught and bottled Belgian and other imported beers is also available. The courtyard is partly covered for drinkers and smokers. A friendly pub with a mixed clientele. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      White Horse
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      84 Newnham Avenue, MK41 9PX
    


    
      on A5140 just S of A4280
    


    
      [image:  no image]10 (12 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 409306
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whitehorsebedford.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA, Bombardier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large single-bar suburban pub a mile east of the town centre. Good value food is available, with a Sunday roast and occasional themed evenings. Breakfast is served Monday to Saturday. Quiz nights are Sunday and Tuesday, while Monday is ‘open-mike’ night. The pub has won several brewery and local business awards. A May Day weekend local beer, food and talent festival, and a November beer and banger festival are held each year. Check the website for monthly events.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](4) [image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Biggleswade
      

    


    
      Golden Pheasant
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      71 High Street, SG18 0JH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 313653
    


    
      [image: Website icon] goldenpheasantpub.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Lovely little market town pub, just five minutes’ walk from the bus and train station. The low ceilings and oak beams contribute to a cosy environment where conversation takes centre stage, aided by the absence of TVs or gaming machines. Alongside the regular Eagle IPA, five guest ales rotate continuously, with small breweries from far and wide often showcased. The real cider is usually from Thatchers. Quiz and chess evenings are very popular.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Stratton House Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      London Road, SG18 8ED
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 312442
    


    
      [image: Website icon] strattonhouse-hotel.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The front area of this hotel offers lovely armchairs and settees, popular with a mixed clientele who come to relax and enjoy a fine ale or bar meal. In addition, there is a large restaurant open every day and a function room for events. Now free of tie, the beer range is wider and the four handpumps often feature a stout or porter. A summer beer festival provides customers with a further chance to sample new ales.
    


    [image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Wheatsheaf
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      5 Lawrence Road, SG18 0LS
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-4, 7-11.30; 11-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 222220
    


    Greene King XX Mild, IPA [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This traditional back-street beer house is very popular with the local community. A warm welcome draws you into the conversation at the bar, and the atmosphere is enhanced by a lively game of dominoes or cribbage, and live football on TV. The landlord for the last 22 years takes pride in good cellarmanship, offering high-quality conditioned ales at affordable prices. The small garden at the rear provides a quiet haven on a summer’s day.
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      Bolnhurst
      

    


    
      Plough
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Kimbolton Road, MK44 2EX
    


    
      on B660 S of village
    


    
      TL088587
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-3, 6.30-11 (not Sun eve)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 376274
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bolnhurst.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Award-winning pub restaurant with roots going back to Tudor times, offering excellent food and beer, and good service. The main bar features a wood-burning stove and was recently extended to provide more space for diners. A second room is also set aside for diners. Outside is a large drinking area alongside the car park. Real ales are often from local micro-breweries. The pub is closed each year from Christmas until the second week of January.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Chalton
      

    


    
      Star
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      33 Luton Road, LU4 9UJ
    


    
      1½ miles from jct 12 M1
    


    
      TL032265
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 872248
    


    Adnams Bitter; Courage Directors; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Good-looking, olde-worlde-style pub with a log fire in winter, usually serving an interesting guest ale alongside the regulars. Beware of the genuine, original and low ceiling beams. An extensive range of pub food is available with daily specials. On a summer’s day this is a pleasant spot to sit outside on the patio or in the large garden watching the world go by. The car park is large.
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      Clophill
      

    


    
      Stone Jug
    


    
      10 Back Street, MK45 4BY
    


    
      off A6 at N end of village
    


    
      TL083381
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11; 12-11 Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 860526
    


    B&T Shefford Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally three 16th-century cottages, this popular village local has an L-shaped bar that serves two drinking areas and a family/function room. Excellent home-made lunches are available Tuesday to Saturday. The four guest beers are often from local breweries. Picnic benches at the front and a rear patio garden offer space for outdoor drinking in fine weather. Parking can be difficult at busy times. CAMRA Bedfordshire Pub of the Year 2006.
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      Cranfield
      

    


    
      Carpenters Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      93 High Street, MK43 0DP
    


    
      opp war memorial
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 7 (6 Wed-Fri)-11; 12-11.30 Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 750232
    


    
      [image: Website icon] carpentersarms-cranfield.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A real community pub in the middle of the village, with traditional pub games played in the public bar. Home-cooked meals are served in the lounge-cum-restaurant (no food Sun eve). There is a large car park and patio garden at the rear. Mini beer festivals are held throughout the year – check the website for details.
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      Dunstable
      

    


    
      Gary Cooper
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Grove Park, LU5 4GP
    


    
      [image:  no image]8am-midnight (2am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 471087
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large, modern Lloyds No.1/Wetherspoon venue serving a selection of up to six guest ales. Situated near the town centre in the Grove Theatre complex, it is named after the famous Hollywood actor who attended the local grammar school before the 1914-18 war. The bar tends to be busy on Friday and Saturday evenings. Be prepared for a long hike to the upstairs loos. Good value Club meals are served on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday. Outside is a pleasant seating area overlooking the park.
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      Globe
    
[image:  no image]

    
      43 Winfield Street, LU6 1LS
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 512300
    


    
      [image: Website icon] globe-pub.co.uk
    


    B&T Two Brewers, Shefford Bitter, Shefford Dark Mild, Dunstable Giant, Edwin Taylor's Extra Stout; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A popular beer destination and community local where 13 handpumps dispense a good range of regular B&T beers and Everards Tiger plus five ever-changing micro-brewery beers. There is also real cider and perry from Westons and 20-plus Belgian beers. Bare boards, bar stools and breweriana create a traditional town-pub atmosphere that buzzes with conversation. Tuesday night’s Globe Acoustic Session features live music. Dogs are welcome. CAMRA Bedfordshire Pub of the Year 2009/10, and South Bedfordshire Pub of the Year 07/08/09/10.
    


    [image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Victoria
    
[image:  no image]

    
      69 West Street, LU6 1ST
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-12.30am (1am Fri & Sat) 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 662682
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Popular town-centre pub that usually offers four ales including a house beer, Victoria Bitter, from Tring Brewery. The varying guest ales are from micro and regional breweries, with one sold at a reduced rate on weekdays. Good value food is available until early evening Monday-Friday, and Saturday and Sunday lunchtimes. Darts, dominoes and crib are popular and televised sport features in the bar. Beer festivals are held several times a year. There is a separate function room available.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](61) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Eversholt
      

    


    
      Green Man
    


    
      Church End, MK17 9DU
    


    
      SP984325
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon), 6-11; 5-11 Fri; 12-11 Sat 12-7 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 288111
    


    
      [image: Website icon] greenmaneversholt.com
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This genuine free house is conveniently located near the tourist attractions of Woburn. It is an early-Victorian building with a recently refurbished interior featuring a modern flagstone floor and exposed fireplaces in the main bar area. It also has a large patio and garden and a separate restaurant serving good quality food. There are usually two guest ales, possibly including one from a local brewery. An annual beer festival is held over the May bank holiday weekend.
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      Flitton
      

    


    
      Jolly Coopers
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Wardhedges, MK45 5ED
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 5.30-11.30; 12-midnight Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 860626
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Two ever-changing and varied guest ales are served alongside the regular Eagle. Situated in the quiet hamlet of Wardhedges at the east end of Flitton, the pub is ideally placed for some very pleasant walks in the countryside. Traditional British food is served in the bar and separate restaurant, with a choice of menus. There is a large garden to the rear and a patio with spectacular floral displays in the summer months. Dogs are welcome in the bar.
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      Great Barford
      

    


    
      Anchor Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      High Street, MK44 3LF
    


    
      by river bridge 1 mile S of village centre
    


    
      TL134517
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6.30 (6 Fri)-11; 12-11 Sat 12-4, 6.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 870364
    


    Young's Bitter, Special; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Busy local inn next to the church, overlooking the River Great Ouse. At least two guest beers are usually available from an extensive range offered by the pub company. Good home-cooked food is served in the bar and restaurant, as well as a fine selection of wines. The pub is popular with river users in the summer. Occasional themed nights are hosted, mainly during the winter months.
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      Harlington
      

    


    
      Old Sun
    
[image:  no image]

    
      34 Sundon Road, LU5 6LS
    


    
      TL037303
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 877330
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theoldsunharlington.com
    


    B&T Shefford Bitter; Butcombe Bitter; St Austell Tribute; Thwaites Wainwright; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The range of ales available here has been steadily increasing – now you can sample at least five real beers including a local and two guests. This traditional, half-timbered pub dates back to 1785 and the building to the 1740s. There are two separate bars with a side room and outdoor seating plus a children’s play area. Regular beer festivals are held and bar meals are served from a simple menu. It’s situated in a popular commuter village and a short walk from the rail station.
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      Henlow
      

    


    
      Engineers Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      68 High Street, SG16 6AA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01462 812284
    


    
      [image: Website icon] engineersarms.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This lively two-bar pub in the centre of the village is a must for real ale fans, with 10 handpumps featuring a wide range and style of beers. There are also five ciders and a perry on offer, typically from Westons. The bar room walls are covered in pictures dedicated to local history, sports stars and brewery memorabilia. Occasional live music and disco evenings are hosted, plus a regular poker session. CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year 2011.
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      Kempston
      

    


    
      Half Moon
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      108 High Street, MK42 7BN
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6 (5 Fri)-11.30; 12-4, 7-11 Sat 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 852464
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Wells Eagle IPA [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Well-supported community pub with a comfortable lounge bar and a public bar with games, now including Wii bowling. The pub hosts a number of sports teams playing in local leagues. The large garden, which includes a children’s play area, is well used in good weather. The Great Ouse a short distance away offers popular riverside walks. No food is available on Sunday.
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      Leighton Buzzard
      

    


    
      Golden Bell
    


    
      4-6 Church Square, LU7 1AE
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 11-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 373330
    


    Adnams Broadside; St Austell Tribute; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Welcoming, lively pub with four handpumps dispensing two regular and two constantly changing guest beers. Beer can be drawn on gravity directly from the barrel if requested. The building was originally home to stonemasons erecting the nearby 13th-century church. The single bar has a low-beamed ceiling and a comfy area with sofas. Live sporting events are shown on large TVs. Traditional pub food includes home-made pies and on Tuesday market day full roast dinners are available.
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      Luton
      

    


    
      Bricklayers Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      16-18 High Town Road, LU2 0DD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 Mon; 12-2.30, 5-11 Tue-Thu; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 611017
    


    Batemans GHA Pale Ale, XXXB; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Five busy handpumps serve three ever-changing guest beers, on average 10 a week, displayed on a notice-board by the bar. This officially ‘quirky’ town-centre pub has been run by the same landlady for the past 25 years. It is popular with Hatters fans on match days and has two TV screens showing Sky football in both bars. Quiz night is Monday and three draught Belgian beers are served. Lunchtime bar meals are served.
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      English Rose
    
[image:  no image]

    
      46 Old Bedford Road, LU2 7PA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 723889
    


    
      [image: Website icon] englishroseluton.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      With three frequently changing beers selected from nationwide breweries, there is always something interesting to try here. Situated in the town, this popular, family-run local has a friendly village pub atmosphere. It hosts an annual rolling beer festival during December and another in-pub festival with all ales on handpump from the large cooled cellar. Real cider or perry is from Westons. The Tuesday quiz night has been running for 12 years. Outside is a tidy paved garden with smokers’ lodges. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011.
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      Gardeners Call
    


    
      151 High Town Road, LU2 0BX
    


    
      TL095221
    


    
      [image:  no image]1-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 729038
    


    Greene King XX Mild, IPA, Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A rare, regular outlet for dark mild. Ten minutes walk from Luton station, this is a popular community pub with a friendly and welcoming atmosphere. Several games teams play in local leagues and televised sport is shown on a large screen most nights. There is a large garden and smoking area. Chinese meals and takeaways are available whenever the pub is open, plus roasts on Sunday. The landlord has been awarded the Greene King Head Brewers Club Certificate of Excellence.
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      Potton
      

    


    
      Rising Sun
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      11 Everton Road, SG19 2PA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-midnight; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 260231
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The main bar area of this local community pub is divided by low walls and wooden beams, and features a covered well. There is a games area and upstairs function room, plus a patio and roof-top terrace. The six handpumps offer a wide range of well-kept ales, usually including one from Oakham. Beer festivals are held on the early May and late August bank holiday weekends. Good value food is served daily until 9.30pm. CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year 2010.
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      Pulloxhill
      

    


    
      Cross Keys
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      13 High Street, MK45 5HB
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11 12-3, 6-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 712442
    


    Adnams Broadside; Wells Eagle IPA, Bombardier [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A rare gem of a proper village community pub that has been run by the same family for over 40 years. The attractive, half-timbered building dates back to 1640. The back bar doubles as a large function room, which is used by various local interest groups. Busy at meal times, the pub serves a traditional English menu, and basic groceries are available. Regular events include quiz nights and live music, with jazz every Sunday evening. The large garden caters for all sorts including archers and campers.
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      Renhold
      

    


    
      Polhill Arms
    


    
      25 Wilden Road, MK41 0JP
    


    
      at Salph End
    


    
      TL083527
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11; 12-11 Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 771398
    


    
      [image: Website icon] polhillarms.co.uk
    


    Greene King IPA, Old Speckled Hen; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      One-bar, family-friendly village local with a welcoming atmosphere and large garden, play area and restaurant. An interesting collection of pub and brewery artefacts is on view. Traditional pub food is served as well as fish and chips and a choice of pizzas (no food Sun eve). Live entertainment and quiz nights feature regularly, and darts and skittles are played. At least one guest beer is usually available, with Olde Trip a popular choice.
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      Riseley
      

    


    
      Fox & Hounds
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      High Street, MK44 1DT
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 6.30-11 (11.30 Fri & Sat) 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 708240
    


    
      [image: Website icon] foxandhoundsriseley.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA, Bombardier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large village inn created from two 16th-century cottages, complete with a priest’s hiding hole and resident ghosts. It has a reputation for good food, with charcoal-grilled steak a speciality. Roast lunch is available on Sunday. The dining room can be reserved for parties, but there is no need to book for bar meals – relax over a pint while your food is cooked. The large lawned garden includes a covered patio with heaters.
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      Salford
      

    


    
      Red Lion Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Wavendon Road, MK17 8AZ
    


    
      2 miles N of M1 jct 13
    


    
      SP934389
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 6.30-11 12-2.30, 6.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 583117
    


    
      [image: Website icon] redlionhotel.eu
    


    Wells Eagle IPA, Bombardier [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, traditional country hotel serving a fine choice of home-cooked food in the bar and restaurant. The cosy bar is heated by an open fire in winter and offers a selection of interesting board games. The large garden includes a covered area and a secure children’s playground. Six rooms are available for overnight accommodation.
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      Sandy
      

    


    
      Sir William Peel
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      39 High Street, SG19 1AG
    


    
      opp church
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (11 Sat)-midnight 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 680607
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This popular free house has a spacious open-plan layout and comfortable seating. The pool table can be removed, making way for a live music event, disco or an area to host the successful spring beer festival. At the bar Batemans XB is ever-present, plus three rotating guest ales. Several real ciders appear on a regular basis, usually from Westons and Millwhites. Although no food is served, you are welcome to bring in a take-away meal.
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      Shefford
      

    


    
      Brewery Tap
    


    
      14 North Bridge Street, SG17 5DH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01462 628448
    


    B&T Shefford Bitter, Dunstable Giant, Dragonslayer; Everards Tiger; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Tap was rescued and renamed by the nearby B&T Brewery in 1996. Primarily a drinkers’ pub, it offers four regular beers and one guest. The open-plan interior, featuring a display of breweriana, is divided into two distinct areas, plus a family room at the rear, all served from the same bar. Pies and filled rolls are available at lunchtime. The rear patio garden is heated on cool evenings. Car park access is through an archway next to the pub.
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      Souldrop
      

    


    
      Bedford Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      High Street, MK44 1EY
    


    
      ½ mile W of A6
    


    
      SP987617
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-3, 6-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 781384
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter; Greene King IPA; Phipps NBC Red Star; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large village pub created partly from a 17th-century hop and ale house. Guest beers are often from local micro-breweries. The welcoming restaurant has a central, open fireplace and serves traditional pub favourites prepared to order, with daily specials and a roast lunch on Sunday (no food Sun eve). A large games room with skittles runs off the main bar. The spacious garden and play area are popular with families in summer. CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year 2011.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](125) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Stotfold
      

    


    
      Stag
    
[image:  no image]

    
      35 Brook Street, SG5 4LA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01462 730261
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thestag-stotfold.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This charming locals’ pub with an open-plan layout is leased from Punch Taverns. The regular beers are supported by two guest ales, often from micro-breweries. Another handpump is dedicated to a real cider or perry, often from Welsh producer Gwynt y Ddraig. An elegant dining room is open every day, except Monday evening, with special offers on weekday meals and a Sunday afternoon carvery. There are two small patios with awnings and a large car park.
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      Streatley
      

    


    
      Chequers
    


    
      171 Sharpenhoe Road, LU3 3PS
    


    
      next to church
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri-Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 882072
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thechequers-streatley.co.nr
    


    Greene King IPA, Morland Original, Old Speckled Hen, Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Village pub of Georgian origin on the green next to the church. It usually has five real ales on handpump and is one of the few hostelries in the region to use oversized, lined pint glasses. Attracting locals and visitors alike, the pub is especially popular in good weather due to its large patio area. Quiz night is Tuesday and traditional jazz plays on selected Sunday afternoons. Home-made, hearty food is served and the steak & ale pie is locally famous. Dogs are welcome.
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      Studham
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    


    
      Church Road, LU6 2QA
    


    
      TL022158
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11; 12-11 Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 872530
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theredlion-studham.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Greene King IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated in a perfect location in the centre of the village adjacent to a wildlife common and in the middle of a network of countryside footpaths, this pub is the focal point of the local community. Whipsnade Zoo is only a couple of miles away, making it an ideal location to rest by the log fire after a long day at the zoo. See the blackboard for the latest guest ales.
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      Sutton
      

    


    
      John O' Gaunt Inn
    


    
      30 High Street, SG19 2NE
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 7 (6 Fri)-11 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 260377
    


    
      [image: Website icon] johnogauntinnsutton.co.uk
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This pub is one of East Anglia’s Real Heritage Pubs for its little altered early 1960s interior. A fine example of a wooden-beamed two-bar pub, the John o’ Gaunt is a veteran of the Guide, featuring for more than 25 years. The petanque court and Northamptonshire skittles tables are well used by local teams. Live folk music is always popular. High quality bar meals and snacks are home-cooked. The guest ale is often Potton Porter and the real cider is Westons Traditional Scrumpy.
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      Tebworth
      

    


    
      Queen's Head
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Lane, LU7 9QB
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Sun-Wed), 6 (7 Sat)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 874101
    


    Adnams Broadside; Courage Directors[image: Gravity icon]; Wells Eagle IPA [image: Handpump icon]; Young's Special [image: Gravity icon]


    
      Marvellously traditional two-room village local with a public bar, popular for darts and dominoes, and a lounge with live music on Fridays. Apart from the Eagle, the beers are served straight from the cask. The pub has featured in this Guide for 36 continuous years, with more than 25 years under the present landlord. Just how a small village pub should be.
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      Toddington
      

    


    
      Oddfellows Arms
    


    
      2 Conger Lane, LU5 6BP
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11 (midnight Fri); 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 872021
    


    Adnams Broadside; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive 15th-century pub facing the village green with a heavily beamed and brassed bar featuring a vast collection of pump clips, and a games room with a pool table. Westons Old Rosie, and often a guest cider or perry, are available, as well as a good range of bottled ciders. Beer festivals are held in the spring and autumn. The patio garden is popular in summer and has shelter for smokers.
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      Sow & Pigs
    
[image:  no image]

    
      19 Church Street, LU5 6AA
    


    
      [image:  no image]4.30-11; 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 873089
    


    
      [image: Website icon] sowandpigs.co.uk
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A 19th-century inn with a long, narrow and dog-friendly bar heated by open fires. Darts and dominoes are much played, and there is a pool room to the rear. The guest beer is usually from the local White Park Brewery. Good food is served in the upstairs restaurant, open Thursday to Saturday evenings and Sunday lunchtime. Live music alternates with a pub quiz on Saturday evening. There is a pleasant garden to the rear.
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      Totternhoe
      

    


    
      Cross Keys
    


    
      201 Castle Hill Road, LU6 2DA
    


    
      SP979218
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5.30-11; 11.30-11 Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 220424
    


    Adnams Broadside; Greene King IPA; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive thatched Grade II-listed building dating from 1433 and set in a glorious damson orchard, with extensive views over Ivinghoe Beacon and the Vale of Aylesbury. In the warmer months barbecues are hosted and basket meals are served in the garden. Children are most welcome, as are dogs in the public bar. Food is served daily (except Sunday and Monday evenings).
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      Whipsnade
      

    


    
      Old Hunters Lodge
    


    
      The Crossroads, LU6 2LN
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30 (3 Sat), 5.30-11 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01582 872228
    


    
      [image: Website icon] old-hunters.com
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The closest inn to the world famous Zoo, this 15th-century house, thatched in Norfolk style, is one of the oldest houses in the village. There is a very comfortable bar where you can sit and enjoy a pint and a natter or good bar food, plus a separate restaurant with an à la carte menu (no food after 7pm Sun). Guest ales are from smaller breweries. The five guest rooms make this an ideal location to explore the great scenery around south Bedfordshire.
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      Wingfield
      

    


    
      Plough
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Tebworth Road, LU7 9QH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-midnight; 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01525 873077
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theploughinn.com
    


    Fuller's London Pride, ESB; Gale's HSB; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Charming thatched village inn dating from the 17th century, decorated with paintings of rural scenes and ploughs. Beware the low beams! Good home-cooked food is served daily except on Sunday evening when a fortnightly quiz is held. There are tables outside at the front and to the rear is a conservatory and prize-winning garden, illuminated at night in the summer. Heated umbrellas are provided for smokers.
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      Wootton
      

    


    
      Chequers
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Hall End, MK43 9HP
    


    
      hamlet on NW edge of village
    


    
      SP001457
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11; 12-11 Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 765005
    


    
      [image: Website icon] chequersinnwootton.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a farmhouse, this handsome old inn retains a wealth of heavy wooden beams and period features. Sold by Charles Wells in 2009, it was extensively refurbished and re-opened as a free house in 2010. The range of guest beers is from local small breweries. An interesting, quality menu is served in the pleasant restaurant, and good value bar food is available throughout the pub (no food Sun eve).
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      Berkshire

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Aldworth
      

    


    
      Bell Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Bell Lane, RG8 9SE
    


    
      off B4009
    


    
      SU555796
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 11-3, 6-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 578272
    


    Arkell’s 3B, Kingsdown; West Berkshire Maggs Mild, Good Old Boy, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      One of the great classic rural pubs, it has been in the same family since the 18th century and was voted CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year in 2010. Sadly, last year saw the death of much-loved landlord ‘Jack’ (Iain). His son Hugh continues at this pub. In fine weather, use the beautifully kept garden, but do not miss the unusual interior features and the one-handed clock in the tap room. Home-made food is served.
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      Beenham
      

    


    
      Six Bells
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Green, RG7 5NX
    


    
      SU585688
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon & Tue), 6-11; 12-3, 6.30-11 Sat 12-3, 6.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 971 3368
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesixbells.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride[image: Gravity icon]; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This popular village pub was voted local CAMRA Pub of the Year in 2008. In addition to London Pride it offers two guest beers, usually from small local breweries, to be enjoyed in either of the two comfortable bars. High quality home-cooked food is served in the bars, conservatory and separate restaurant, which also acts as a function room.
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      Binfield
      

    


    
      Jack o' Newbury
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Terrace Road North, RG42 5PH
    


    
      SU845718
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5.30-11 12-3, 5.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 454881
    


    
      [image: Website icon] jackofnewbury.co.uk
    


    Loddon Hoppit; West Berkshire Good Old Boy; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, family-run, Victorian free house of considerable character and tradition, situated on the outskirts of the village and featuring a separate skittle alley. Four beers mostly come from local micro-breweries. The house beer is Binfield’s Best (3.9% ABV). A house cider is expected soon, and real cider is occasionally available. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011. No food is served on Sunday and Monday evening.
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      Victoria Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Terrace Road North, RG42 5JA
    


    
      SU842713
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 483856
    


    Fuller's Discovery, London Pride, ESB, seasonal beers; Gale's HSB [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The longest standing Guide entry in the area, this pub offers a warm welcome to a wide mix of customers and has won many awards over the years. The interior features a double-sided open fire; outside the garden has a large heated deck, and hosts hog roasts during the summer. A good range of food is available lunchtimes and evenings. Sunday is quiz night. Two TVs show selected sporting events.
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      Bracknell
      

    


    
      Old Manor
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Grenville Place, RG12 1BP
    


    
      on inner ring road
    


    
      [image:  no image]8am-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 304490
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a 17th-century manor house, this Wetherspoon pub has plenty of character. A private residence until the 1930s, it has several rooms to drink in. The main bar usually has four guest beers and the bottom bar two more. LocAle accredited, local breweries feature prominently. Families are welcome until 9pm. Handy for Bracknell & Wokingham College.
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      Caversham
      

    


    
      Baron Cadogan
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      22-24 Prospect Street, RG4 8JG
    


    
      [image:  no image]8-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 8-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 947 0626
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; Loddon Cadogan's Gold [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      In the centre of Caversham, this pub is open-plan in the typical Wetherspoon style, but not large or impersonal. Local history panels adorn the walls, board games are available, and there is a book swap table. The house beer Cadogan’s Gold (4.4%) comes from the local Loddon Brewery, and three interesting guest ales are on offer.
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      Cold Ash
      

    


    
      Castle Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Cold Ash Hill, RG18 9PS
    


    
      SU511697
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5.30-11.30; 11.30-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 863232
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thecastleatcoldash.co.uk
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      CAMRA Branch Community Pub in 2010, it holds a regular quiz on Monday night (the only evening no food is served), a meat raffle on Friday, and a pensioners’ menu is available lunchtimes. The inside features a large single bar with many references to Courage Brewery around the walls. One of the guest beers is a LocAle from the nearby West Berkshire Brewery. The bar is dog and family friendly, as is the south-facing patio.
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      Cookham
      

    


    
      Bounty
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Riverside, SL8 5RG
    


    
      SU907880
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (winter 12-dusk Sat & Sun only; closed Mon-Fri)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 520056
    


    Rebellion IPA, Mutiny; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Located on Cockmarsh between Cookham and Bourne End, this quirky, characterful pub is only accessible on foot or by boat. Dogs, walkers and children are made very welcome. Summer weekends can be busy. The boat-shaped bar is packed with nautical knick-knacks and daft jokes. Bar billiards can be played while listening to the ‘60s music. The kitchen closes at 8pm. Note the winter opening times.
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      Old Swan Uppers
    


    
      The Pound, SL6 9QE
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 521324
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theoldswanuppers.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This pub gets its name from the ancient ritual of counting and tagging swans on the river. Popular with locals, walkers and boaters, the pub offers at least five ales and traditional pub fare. In the centre of historic Cookham, it is a short walk from the station and close to local amenities. The landlord holds a number of mini beer festivals.
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      Cookham Dean
      

    


    
      Jolly Farmer
    


    
      Church Road, SL6 9PD
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (11.45 Fri) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 482905
    


    
      [image: Website icon] jollyfarmercookhamdean.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Courage Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Dating from the 18th century, this village pub is situated in the heart of Cookham Dean, opposite the church. It has been owned by the village since 1987. The adults-only bar is cosy with a tiled floor and low beams. The larger Dean bar accommodates families, diners and drinkers, and features a real log fire in winter. The pub is dog-friendly and has a large beer garden with a children’s play area.
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      Frilsham
      

    


    
      Pot Kiln
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Bucklebury Road, RG18 0XX
    


    
      SU552732
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11; closed Tue; 12-11 Sat 12-11 (6 winter) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 201366
    


    
      [image: Website icon] potkiln.org
    


    West Berkshire Mr Chubb's Lunchtime Bitter, Brick Kiln Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally an ale house for the kiln workers, this rural gem now attracts a clientele that comes for the excellent and extensive restaurant, specialising in game. However, the inn still retains a small, traditional bar with a good range of classic country bar food and beers from West Berkshire Brewery, who first started up near the pub. The pub is situated in the heart of good walking country. Dogs are welcome.
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      Holyport
      

    


    
      White Hart
    


    
      Moneyrow Green, SL6 2ND
    


    
      SU769889
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 621460
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thewhitehartholyport.co.uk
    


    Greene King IPA, Ruddles Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Welcoming, traditional two-bar pub half a mile south of the village. The public bar has wooden flooring, TV and traditional pub games including bar billiards. The wood-panelled lounge bar has leather sofas and log fires in winter. Food is available every day except Monday. Outside is a large, fenced beer garden with a children’s play area and petanque pitch. Regular quiz and music nights are hosted.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](6a) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Hungerford
      

    


    
      Downgate
    
[image:  no image]

    
      13 Down View, Park Street, RG17 0ED
    


    
      SU341683
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01488 682708
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-downgate.co.uk
    


    Arkell's 2B, 3B, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An Arkell’s pub on the outskirts of Hungerford next to the common. The landlord is passionate about memorabilia – the walls and ceilings of the bar are adorned with model planes, automobiles and mementos from his beloved Southampton FC. Home-cooked meals include traditional Sunday roasts, with special deals for the over-60s. Look out for the tropical fish and the goals in the Gents. A good friendly welcome and atmosphere.
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      Inkpen
      

    


    
      Crown & Garter
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Inkpen Common, RG17 9QR
    


    
      SU378639
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon & Tue), 5.30-11 12-5, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01488 668325
    


    
      [image: Website icon] crownandgarter.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride; West Berkshire Mr Chubb's Lunchtime Bitter, Good Old Boy [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 17th-century country inn is set in an area of outstanding natural beauty and is ideally situated for walkers and cyclists. The main bar area has a wood burner. Delicious home-cooked meals are served in the comfortable dining area. A fourth ale is usually available during the summer months. The garden includes a patio dining area and covered, heated space for smokers. Accommodation is available.
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      Swan Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Craven Road, Lower Green, RG17 9DX
    


    
      SU359644
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 7-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01488 668326
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theswaninn-organics.co.uk
    


    Butts Jester, Traditional, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Organic produce features prominently on the menu and there is an organic food shop alongside. The pub divides into several drinking spaces on different levels, including a darts and games area. Quiz night alternates with darts night on Thursdays. Outside, enjoy the country air on the terraced patio. There are 10 quality en-suite bedrooms and good wheelchair facilities. Opening hours vary in winter – ring to check.
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      Jealott's Hill
      

    


    
      New Leathern Bottle
    


    
      RG42 6ET
    


    
      A3095
    


    
      SU868732
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11 (10 Mon & Tue, 10.30 Wed); 12-11 Sat 12-6 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 421282
    


    
      [image: Website icon] newleathernbottle.co.uk
    


    Vale Black Swan Dark Mild; Young's Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A friendly free house with three real ales and two real ciders usually on handpump, its two oak-beamed rooms are decorated in a traditional style with a real fire accentuating the warm ambience. Food is served lunchtimes and Wednesday to Saturday evenings, with a popular fish and chips special on Friday. There are regular Saturday themed nights, with live music on the first Saturday of the month.
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      Knowl Hill
      

    


    
      Bird in Hand
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Bath Road, RG10 9UP
    


    
      SU820792
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 826622
    


    
      [image: Website icon] birdinhand.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A multiple CAMRA-award-winning pub, owned by the same family for over 50 years. The historic core dating from 1400 has been much extended and now includes a comfortable lounge bar with beamed ceiling. A restaurant, hotel and conference facilities are attached. Five ales in this genuine free house usually include one from the local Binghams Brewery and another from Scotland’s BrewDog. Frequent beer festivals and themed nights are held. Joint local CAMRA Pub of the Year in 2010.
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      Maidenhead
      

    


    
      Greyhound
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      92-96 Queen Street, SL6 1HZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]8am-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 779410
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Greene King Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large Wetherspoon bar located a short walk from Maidenhead Station. It is named after the original Greyhound in the High Street where King Charles I met his children the night before his execution. Guest ales always include something from a local micro, and Westons Old Rosie and Vintage ciders are stocked. A quiet pub except for Friday and Saturday nights when music is played.
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      Maidenhead Conservative Club
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      32 York Road, SL6 1SF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (11.45 Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 620579
    


    
      [image: Website icon] maidenheadconclub.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride, seasonal beers; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly real ale outlet close to the station. Two guests from independent breweries are available, along with a selection of bottle-conditioned beers. Monday is crib night, Tuesday and Wednesday darts. Hot meals are served weekday lunchtimes. A public car park is 100 metres away. This Guide or a CAMRA membership card allows entry for a minimal fee.
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      Rose
    
[image:  no image]

    
      16 King Street, SL6 1EF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3am
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 621673
    


    Binghams Brickworks Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Rebellion Mutiny [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A large, friendly pub convenient for the station, located on the edge of the town centre. The main bar is L-shaped and leads to a separate dining area. At the rear of the pub is a heated and partially covered courtyard with space for smokers. There is live music with a DJ on Saturday night and regular quiz, darts, pool and open mike evenings are held.
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      Newbury
      

    


    
      Gun
    


    
      142 Andover Road, Wash Common, RG14 6NE
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 580032
    


    Adnams Broadside; Courage Best Bitter; Wadworth 6X; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This excellent two-bar community pub has traded under its present name since 1761. The lounge bar has a partial wall containing a wood-burning stove, which separates it from a smaller dining area. The separate public bar offers darts, pool, TV and juke-box. There is a large car park, beer garden and outdoor covered area for smokers. Good value home-cooked meals are served daily (no food Sun eve and Mon).
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      Lock, Stock & Barrel
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      104 Northbrook Street, RG14 1AA
    


    
      SU471672
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 580550
    


    Fuller's Discovery, London Pride, ESB, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Smart town-centre pub by the Kennet & Avon Canal offering high levels of comfort and service. The L-shaped bar features wooden flooring, stylish decor and various seating options. Good food is served all day until 9pm (8pm Sun). The outdoor area, extending to several levels, with quality furniture and waterside views, is popular in warm weather. The pub hosts an annual beer festival and live jazz on Sunday afternoon. Teas, coffees, free WiFi and newspapers are available.
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      Old Windsor
      

    


    
      Jolly Gardeners
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      92-94 St Luke’s Road, SL4 2QJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]2-11 (midnight Thu & Fri); 12-midnight Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 830215
    


    
      [image: Website icon] jollygardeners.com
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Wells Bombardier [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Homely locals’ pub with a friendly welcome. The landlord is particularly fussy about the quality of his ale, so expect an excellent pint of Bombardier. A board shows historic events of the month. Darts is a popular pastime and sports are shown on TV, but this does not dominate the pub. Sunday roasts are popular.
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      Pinkneys Green
      

    


    
      Stag & Hounds
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Lee Lane, SL6 6NU
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5.30-11; 11-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 630268
    


    Rebellion seasonal beer; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The pub is situated in an attractive rural area. The monthly offering from Rebellion and regular Sharp’s ales are supplemented by three guests, and Thatchers cider is available. The lounge bar has a real fire and dining tables, and a function room houses a carvery for Sunday lunches. Regular barbecues are held in the large garden, which is popular in summer. Beer festivals are held in May and August. Well-behaved dogs are welcome.
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      Reading
      

    


    
      Eldon Arms
    


    
      19 Eldon Terrace, RG1 4DX
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5.30-11.30 (midnight Fri); 11-3, 7-midnight Sat 12-3, 7-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 957 3857
    


    Wadworth IPA, 6X, Bishop's Tipple, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Licensees Brian and Anne have been in residence for more than 30 years. A public bar with a warming gas fire hosts darts matches and occasional live music. Alternatively, try the quieter lounge area. Standard offerings from Wadworth are often accompanied by rarer seasonals such as Pint Size Mild. Real cider from Westons is available. Food is served 12-2pm Monday to Saturday. Quiz night is the first Wednesday of the month.
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      Foresters Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      79-81 Brunswick Street, RG1 6NY
    


    
      [image:  no image]4-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 376 9128
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This back-street gem makes a welcome return to the Guide under a new licensee. Both bars are accessed via a corridor that leads through to the back garden where there is a covered terrace and seating area complete with games room and chickens for company. Local beers from Two Bridges and West Berks breweries are often available. A recent addition is hearty pub food. Folk music plays every second Thursday of the month.
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      Hobgoblin
    
[image:  no image]

    
      2 Broad Street, RG1 2BH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 950 8119
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The ‘Goblin’ is renowned for its wide variety of ales, almost always from smaller breweries – more than 6,000 different brews have been served since 1993, and there is usually something new to try every time you go in. The Georgian building contains a small, open bar area at the front with some tables and plenty of standing room, while the back room is divided into a number of small booths. Real cider is always available; often a perry too.
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      Nag's Head
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      5 Russell Street, RG1 7XD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11; 11-midnight Fri & Sat
    


    
      [image:  no image]07765 880137
    


    
      [image: Website icon] nagsheadreading.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Nag’s is a destination pub for those seeking good beer and variety and can get very busy. Its reputation has been built up over a few short years and continues to grow. On entering the bar you are met with an array of a dozen handpumps – strong ales and stouts to the left, bitters and milds to the right. Current and forthcoming beers are listed on slates above the bar. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011.
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      Retreat
    
[image:  no image]

    
      8 St John’s Street, RG1 4EH
    


    
      [image:  no image]4.30-11; 12-11.30 Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 957 1593
    


    
      [image: Website icon] retreatpub.co.uk
    


    Loddon Ferryman’s Gold; Ringwood Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated off the beaten track, the Retreat is a well-run community pub that stocks a fine selection of ales, a wide range of continental beers as well as cider and perry. It hosts a cider festival and was a recent winner of CAMRA Regional Cider Pub of the Year. With live music on Thursday night, this is a popular back-street pub attracting students and visitors to Reading who want something different.
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      Zerodegrees
    
[image:  no image]

    
      9 Bridge Street, RG1 2LR
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 959 7959
    


    
      [image: Website icon] zerodegrees.co.uk/location-reading.html
    


    Zerodegrees Wheat Ale, Pale Ale, Black Lager, Pilsner, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A new-build brew-pub with a modern steel-and-glass structure (albeit with a Victorian frontage on the Gun Street entrance). The exposed I-beams, ductwork and steel spiral staircases complement the shiny brewing vessels and conditioning tanks from which the continental-style beer is served – lightly chilled. Quality food includes speciality pizzas from Reading’s only wood-fired oven. The lounge area has comfy sofas and pouffes, and muted TV.
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      Sandhurst
      

    


    
      Rose & Crown
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      108 High Street, GU47 8HA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01252 878938
    


    
      [image: Website icon] roseandcrownsandhurst.co.uk
    


    Batemans XB; Hook Norton Old Hooky; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The oldest pub in Sandhurst, this building has been an ale house since 1742. Eight handpumps dispense the regular beers plus five changing guests. Recently tastefully refurbished, the interior features stone floors and wood panelling decked with framed breweriana. There are front and rear decking areas with two smoking areas, and a large garden at the rear. Three en-suite rooms are available for overnight stays.
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      Slough
      

    


    
      Moon & Spoon
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      86 High Street, SL1 1EL
    


    
      [image:  no image]8am-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 531650
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Greene King Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large Wetherspoon shop conversion popular with a wide range of customers. One long central bar connects various spacious areas and private booths. A family dining area offers a separate children’s menu. Regular steak, curry and ale nights are hosted, with discounts for CAMRA members. Three guest ales are usually available, and a real cider, often from Westons or Mr Whiteheads.
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      Rose & Crown
    


    
      312 High Street, SL1 1NB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-12.30am
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 521114
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This attractive Grade II-listed Regency two-bar inn is the oldest pub on the High Street and makes a pleasant contrast to its more modern surroundings. Two ales are usually available, often sourced from the North East, plus a real cider. Entertainment includes regular quiz nights and three TV screens. The annual Slough conker championship is hosted here on the second Sunday in October.
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      Stockcross
      

    


    
      Lord Lyon
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Ermin Street, RG20 8LL
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01488 608366
    


    
      [image: Website icon] lordlyon.co.uk
    


    Arkell's JRA, Moonlight, Kingsdown; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A genuine community hostelry, this Arkell’s pub was originally built in 1840 for the Benham estate employees. The pub was named after Lord Sutton’s 1866 Derby winning racehorse. The walls display a number of pictures of country life, including racehorses. Good home-cooked food is offered from a daily-changing menu. The landlord uses local traceable, sustainable produce and rents a field to grow his own vegetables and keep chickens.
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      Theale
      

    


    
      Crown
    
[image:  no image]

    
      2 Church Street, RG7 5BT
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 930 2310
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thecrowntheale.co.uk
    


    West Berkshire Good Old Boy; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A community pub where families are welcome. Sports screens show the day’s fixtures, and a popular quiz is held on alternate Thursdays. West Berks Good Old Boy is always available alongside two varying guests, often from local breweries. The Crown Dynasty Chinese takeaway is based at the pub. A live band plays on Wednesday. Outside is a large and peaceful garden area.
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      Red Lion
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      5 Church Street, RG7 5BU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (7 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 930 2394
    


    
      [image: Website icon] redliontheale.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A traditional village local with a landlord who is passionate about his beer. The pub takes part in the Punch Taverns Finest Cask scheme and often offers beers that are unusual for the area. Good fresh home-cooked lunchtime food with something for everyone is served Monday-Friday and Sunday. The newly-added darts area is proving popular with regulars and local teams. A traditional skittle alley and function room is available to hire.
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      Three Mile Cross
      

    


    
      Swan
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Basingstoke Road, RG7 1AT
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11; 12-3, 7-11 Sat 12-3 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 988 3674
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theswan-3mx.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Loddon Hoppit, Ferrymans Gold; Taylor Landlord; Wadworth 6X [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional 17th-century inn run by the current licensees for the past 28 years. Close to the Madejski Stadium, this pub is a popular haunt for rugby and football fans alike, and the garden is home to Mr Doyle, the gigantic Irish wolfhound mascot of London Irish RFC. Hearty home-cooked food is served.
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      Tilehurst
      

    


    
      Fox & Hounds
    


    
      116 City Road, RG31 5SB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30 (12 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 942 2982
    


    
      [image: Website icon] foxandhounds-tilehurst.co.uk
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An old drovers’ inn, the main building is about 250 years old; shepherds and cattle-men would stop here en route to Reading Market. Nowadays, the Fox is a thriving family-friendly local with a huge community spirit. Regular charity events and poker/quiz nights are held, there is a darts team and two football teams, and a selection of board games is available. The garden features a large covered deck complete with TV, kids’ play area and petanque piste.
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      Royal Oak
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      69 Westwood Glen, RG31 5NW
    


    
      [image:  no image]2-11; 12-midnight Sat (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 941 6056
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theroyaloak-tilehurst.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A pub revitalised under new stewardship. Perched at the summit of a steep driveway and pre-dating most of the surrounding suburban housing, this charmingly quirky building has been frequently extended. The bar in the old part of the building has a lower-level floor so the customer has to stoop to be served. The splendid garden (only open during summer months) was runner-up in Reading in Bloom 2010.
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      Twyford
      

    


    
      Waggon & Horses
    


    
      61 High Street, RG10 9AJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (5.30 Mon) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 934 0376
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly edge-of-town pub with the character of a country inn. The guest beers are usually from local breweries, including Binghams, less than a mile away. There is plenty of parking and a large garden, complete with aviary and Wendy house. Inside, you can relax – or try to distinguish between genuine oak beams and replicas. Darts and crib are available to play. Hearty cooked food is served lunchtimes and evenings.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](127) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Upper Basildon
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Aldworth Road, RG8 8NG
    


    
      SU597761
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01491 671234
    


    West Berkshire Good Old Boy; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated to the north of the village, this 17th-century pub features an L-shaped bar and informal dining area. Adjoining this, and visible through the double-sided fireplace, is an elegant hop-festooned formal dining room. The extensive menu consists mainly of traditional British food, home-cooked and made with local produce wherever possible – Sunday roasts a speciality. The large garden makes for pleasant alfresco drinking.
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      Waltham St Lawrence
      

    


    
      Bell
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Street, RG10 0JJ
    


    
      opp church
    


    
      SU830769
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 934 1788
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebellinn.biz
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Classic beamed 14th-century pub owned by the local parish for several hundred years. Popular with the locals, its two bars are often bustling with activity, and visitors can be sure of a friendly welcome. There is always a wide range of beers, ciders and perries on sale. Good quality home-made seasonal dishes are served lunchtimes and evenings, with a separate dining room area.
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      Wargrave
      

    


    
      Wargrave & District Snooker Club
    


    
      Woodclyffe Hostel, Church Street, RG10 8EP
    


    
      [image:  no image]7-11; closed Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 940 3184
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      You will find this regular winner of local CAMRA Club of the Year near the main Wargrave crossroads. It shares the Victorian Woodclyffe Hostel with the town library and opens weekday evenings only. There is usually only one beer on offer at a time. Games include darts, cards and bar billiards. Show this Guide or a CAMRA membership card for admittance.
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      Windsor
      

    


    
      Carpenters Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      4 Market Street, SL4 1PB
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 863739
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated in a narrow cobbled street between Windsor Castle and the Guildhall, this split-level Nicholson’s pub has an excellent reputation for the quality and range of its ales. The entrance to a series of tunnels in the lower drinking area reputedly links it to the Castle. Mosaic floors in the porches are a reminder of the long defunct Ashby’s Brewery. A former CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year.
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      Duke of Connaught
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      165 Arthur Road, SL4 1RZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 12-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 840748
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally No 1 Connaught Cottages, this pub was the home of Charles Wilkins, a beer retailer in 1895. An L-shaped layout lends itself to distinct drinking areas. The interior has bare floorboards and the walls are decorated with old film photographs. Major sporting events are shown on two large screens and live music is hosted at weekends.
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      Vansittart Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      105 Vansittart Road, SL4 5DD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (11.30 Thu; midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 865988
    


    Fuller's Discovery, London Pride, ESB, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This consistently good Fuller’s pub was originally cottages housing workers from Windsor Castle. The two main bar areas have recesses and real fires. Special events are held in the garden during the summer. A covered, heated area accommodates smokers. Sport is keenly followed, with rugby taking priority on the TV screens. To the rear is a pool room with comfy sofas. No food Sunday evening.
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      Winkfield
      

    


    
      Old Hatchet
    


    
      Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne, SL4 2EE
    


    
      on A330 NW of Ascot
    


    
      SU923716
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11.30 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 899911
    


    Fuller's London Pride, ESB; Gale's HSB [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally two 16th-century woodcutters’ cottages, this Fuller’s pub has stone-flagged floors and three fireplaces with real wood fires. Near Windsor Great Park, the pub serves good food. There is a new television for customers who wish to watch sporting events, while outside there is a covered smoking area and a small beer garden, which can be used to enjoy both food and drinks.
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      Wokingham
      

    


    
      Crispin
    
[image:  no image]

    
      45 Denmark Street, RG40 2AY
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (midnight Sat & Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 978 0309
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This traditional single-room pub has been reinvigorated by a new landlord. The pub serves a regularly changing range of four real ales, some local (Loddon, Windsor & Eton), others from further afield. Snacks are served at lunchtime and in the evening, and customers are welcome to bring their own takeaway food. The large, well-kept beer garden has barbecue facilities and a smoking area.
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      Hope & Anchor
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Station Road, RG40 2AD
    


    
      at jct with Shute End
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri; 1am Sat) 12-10 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 978 0918
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-hope.net
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Wychwood Hobgoblin; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The interior retains authentic wooden beams and low ceilings, tastefully combined with more modern furnishings. An enclosed garden incorporates a heated smoking shelter, barbecue and Aunt Sally pitch. The good selection of ales typically includes seasonal beers. Look for the Canadian speciality Poutine on the food menu – chips, mince and onion in gravy topped with melted cheese (no food Sat and Sun eve). Regular events include poker, darts, quizzes and live music every Saturday night.
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      Olde Leathern Bottel
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      221 Barkham Road, RG41 4BY
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (11.30 Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 978 4222
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Greene King Old Speckled Hen; Sharp's Doom Bar [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A recent refurbishment has added light and colour. Take a few minutes to look at the historic local photos and paintings, as well as the open fireplaces and massive posts and beams from the original 17th-century structure. Five real ales, good food served all day and friendly, helpful bar staff make this Chef & Brewer pub a worthwhile visit for all.
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      Ship Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      104 Peach Street, RG40 1XH
    


    
      on A329
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Thu-Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0118 978 0389
    


    Fuller's Discovery, London Pride, ESB, seasonal beers; Gale's HSB [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 400-year-old former coaching inn has a flagstone floor and exposed brick walls. The public bar, with small side room, shows televised sports, while the lounge bar is a popular meeting point for local societies and starting point for pub crawls. Food is served lunchtimes and evenings until 9pm (8pm Sun), featuring traditional pub favourites and a daily specials board. Outside is a covered, heated patio area. Quiz night is Sunday and there is free WiFi.
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      Woodside
      

    


    
      Duke of Edinburgh
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Woodside Road, SL4 2DP
    


    
      SU927709
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-6.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01344 882736
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thedukeofedinburgh.com
    


    Arkell's 2B, 3B, Moonlight, Kingsdown [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Excellent Arkell’s tied house well-known locally for good food and a friendly atmosphere. Established licensees Nick and Annie have run the Duke since 1998 and have received a number of CAMRA awards. A wide variety of food from bar and à la carte menus is served lunchtimes and evenings. Outside there is a covered and heated smoking area. The landlord often holds Chelsea FC evenings as he is a big Chelsea fan.
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      Yattendon
      

    


    
      Royal Oak
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Square, RG18 0UF
    


    
      SU 55229
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01635 201325
    


    
      [image: Website icon] royaloakyattendon.co.uk
    


    West Berkshire Mr Chubb's Lunchtime Bitter, Good Old Boy, Dr Hexter's Wedding Ale; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The nearby West Berkshire Brewery supplies three ales and there is a fourth changing guest. Three roaring log fires warm cold winter nights and during the summer the stunning walled garden is an added attraction. Excellent locally sourced food is served in the dining room or bar. Private feasting nights are a popular addition to the menu. Accommodation is available in five charming bedrooms.
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      Buckinghamshire

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Aylesbury
      

    


    
      Broad Leys
    


    
      8 Wendover Road, HP21 9LB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 399979
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebroadleys.co.uk
    


    Loddon Hoppit; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large pub next to the police station, renowned for its food, especially the popular Aylesbury duck, prepared on the premises. Although food is important, drinkers are well provided for in the well-used bar area. The large garden is partly covered for use by smokers and features a variety of statues and artefacts plus a Roman fountain. Luxurious new toilets are described as ‘funky, extravagant and grand’. Well worth a visit.
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      King's Head
    


    
      HP20 2RW
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 718812
    


    
      [image: Website icon] farmersbar.co.uk
    


    Chiltern Ale, Beechwood, Three Hundreds Old Ale, seasonal beers; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The oldest courtyard inn in England, dating back to 1455. Situated at the top of the Market Square, it offers a quiet, comfortable, relaxed environment in which to enjoy the beer from Buckinghamshire’s oldest micro-brewery. The food on offer is freshly sourced from local suppliers and often incorporates local ales. Children are allowed in the pub when accompanying adults for a meal. Various events throughout the year include two or three beer festivals, Chiltern beer challenges and food and beer matching sessions.
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      Beachampton
      

    


    
      Bell Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Main Street, MK19 6DX
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 563861
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebellrestaurant.co.uk
    


    Marston's EPA; Silverstone Pitstop [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Set in the picturesque village of Beachampton, the Bell Inn has a cosy and intimate bar area with an open fire and comfortable seating, much loved by regulars and visitors alike. With a wide range of real ales and an interesting and varied menu, the pub has something for everyone. There is also a large garden area for you to enjoy your beer in.
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      Bradwell Village
      

    


    
      Victoria Inn
    


    
      Vicarage Road, MK13 9AQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 316355
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The popularity of its quality ales has helped this pub go from strength to strength. Four changing beers are served from water-cooled handpumps. The closest pub to the Concrete Cow Brewery, its beers often feature. Other popular micro-breweries include Tring and Bank Top, although anything from anywhere in Britain may be on offer. Real draught cider is occasionally also available. An annual beer festival is hosted on the August bank holiday weekend. Lunches are served weekdays only. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2009.
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      Brill
      

    


    
      Pheasant
    


    
      39 Windmill Street, HP18 9TG
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 239370
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thepheasant.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute; Vale seasonal beers; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Recently refurbished to a high modern standard, the Pheasant offers a wonderful, welcoming atmosphere in which to enjoy its fine ales. The garden allows drinkers a superb view over five counties and the famous Brill Windmill. An open fire provides warmth in the winter months and there is a good range of hearty home-cooked food made with fresh locally sourced ingredients.
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      Burnham
      

    


    
      Old Five Bells
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      14 Church Street, SL1 7HZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 604276
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The emphasis is on value for money at this large, former Wethered’s inn located opposite St Michael’s Church, just off the High Street. The beer is keenly priced for the area and special offers on food (served 12-9pm) feature regularly. Photographs above the bar show the pub through the ages. There is a side room with dartboard and pool table, and a spacious, sunny conservatory and beer garden. Quiz night is Tuesday and occasional live music is hosted.
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      Chearsley
      

    


    
      Bell
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      The Green, HP18 0DJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (4 Sat), 6-11 12-4, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 208077
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebellchearsley.co.uk
    


    Fuller's Chiswick, London Pride, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive, thatched, cottage-style, one-bar local that dates back to the 15th century, overlooking the village green. Good quality food made with local produce is prepared on the premises and served alongside three well-kept real ales. A fine all round pub that holds frequent community events (check website for details). The large, secure garden and play area is a haven for families in the summer.
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      Chenies
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Latimer Road, WD3 6ED
    


    
      off A404 between Chorleywood and Little Chalfont
    


    
      TQ021980
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 5.30-11 12-3, 6.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01923 282722
    


    
      [image: Website icon] redlionchenies.co.uk
    


    Vale Best Bitter; Wadworth 6X; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This outstanding traditional village inn with its long-serving landlord has featured in the Guide for many years. It is a popular pub serving home-cooked, high-quality food in the front bar and in the small dining-room at the rear. Great care is taken with the quality of the beer and food – the house ale, Red Lion Bitter, is brewed by Rebellion Brewery. Chenies Manor is nearby and there are excellent local walks along the River Chess Valley below.
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      Chesham
      

    


    
      Black Cat
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Lycrome Road, Lye Green, HP5 3LF
    


    
      off A416
    


    
      SP976033
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 5-11; 11-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 773966
    


    
      [image: Website icon] blackcatchesham.co.uk
    


    Taylor Landlord; Young's Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A fine example of a hostelry where hard work has paid dividends. Run by a family who pride themselves on an honest, welcoming approach, the Black Cat thrives on high standards while keeping its feet on the ground. The atmosphere is cosy and relaxed, with a mixed clientele. Thursday’s quiz and Sunday’s roast dinner are legendary. Good food comes in generous portions. Families and dogs are welcome. A real traditional pub.
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      Black Horse
    


    
      Chesham Vale, HP5 3NS
    


    
      SP964046
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5.30-11 (11-11 Sat summer) 12-4, 7-11 (11-11 summer) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 784656
    


    
      [image: Website icon] black-horse-inn.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Greene King Old Speckled Hen; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Set in a beautiful valley, this 500-year-old pub is ideal for enjoying a relaxed beer in a cosy, traditional environment without electronic games or music. In winter there are roaring log fires to take the chill off those who may spot one of the resident ghosts. There is a large garden and patio area for alfresco dining. Ample parking is provided. Dogs are welcome. Internet access for laptops is free. There are always at least three real ales.
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      Gamekeepers Lodge
    


    
      Bellingdon Road, HP5 2NN
    


    
      opp fire station
    


    
      SP958023
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 793491
    


    
      [image: Website icon] gamekeepers.lodge.talktalk.net
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      First licensed in 1889 when it was the Griffin, this is a true local where beers are chosen in consultation with customers. The public bar has dartboard, pool table, shut-the-box plus juke-box, fruit machines and karaoke booth. The walls and ceiling display games equipment. The museum bar has military, sports and crafts memorabilia, a roaring fire in the winter and the ‘old soldiers’ corner, celebrating Chesham servicemen. Food options are the bar menu, restaurant and takeaway or local deliveries.
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      Queen's Head
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      120 Church Street, HP5 1JD
    


    
      in old town
    


    
      SP956013
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Thu & Fri); 11-midnight Sat 11-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 778690
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Fuller's London Pride, ESB; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The public bar is a classic with noteworthy fittings and old local cricket photos on the walls – well-behaved dogs get a biscuit. The saloon, originally four rooms, boasts a large original Fuller’s mirror and other memorabilia. Thai food is served in both bars and the restaurant. Every summer the customers enter the ‘Tour de Pednor’, a charity fundraising cycle ride. Thursday is quiz night and there is a monthly Saturday music quiz. Mini beer and cider festivals are held throughout the year.
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      Denham
      

    


    
      Falcon Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Village Road, UB9 5BE
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5-11; 11-11 Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01895 832125
    


    
      [image: Website icon] falcondenham.com
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Taylor Landlord; Wells Bombardier [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small one-bar pub in Denham Village conservation area, looking out onto the village green. The building dates from the 16th century but has a smart modern interior. Excellent food is served lunchtimes and evenings, with bar snacks supplementing the restaurant menu. Not a disabled person’s pub – the entrance is via worn old steps straight off the road, and the toilets are upstairs. Parking is difficult, but there is easy access from Denham station via a footpath. High quality accommodation is offered.
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      Dorney
      

    


    
      Palmer Arms
    


    
      Village Road, SL4 6QW
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 666612
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thepalmerarms.com
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Located in a conservation village close to the Jubilee River, this is a smart, stylishly decorated, open-plan pub, with friendly staff helping to create a relaxed atmosphere. Although the emphasis is on food, drinkers are made welcome in a dedicated drinking area with comfy chairs and sofas. The large, well maintained garden features a children’s play area and free range chickens, making it popular with families. An upstairs function room is available. Good food is served all day.
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      Downley Common
      

    


    
      De Spencers Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      HP13 5YQ
    


    
      SU849959
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 535317
    


    
      [image: Website icon] ledespencersarms.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Gale's Seafarers Ale, HSB; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A flint pub on Downley Common with a warm, friendly atmosphere, open fire, rustic beams and stone-flagged floor, serving home-prepared food, good real ales and wines. Fresh produce is sourced locally, apart from fish direct from Brixham. A quiz is held on Wednesday and regular live music is performed. Barbecues and mini beer fests are hosted from spring. Popular with ramblers and cyclists, and dogs are welcome. The pub has Fuller’s Master Cellarman status.
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      Emberton
      

    


    
      Bell & Bear
    
[image:  no image]

    
      12 High Street, MK46 5DH
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11 Mon; 12-3, 6-11; 12-11 Fri 12-3 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01234 711565
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bellandbear.net
    


    Silverstone Pitstop; Tring Side Pocket for a Toad [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      This independent, Grade II-listed free house is situated opposite the clock tower in picturesque Emberton, a few hundred metres from Emberton Country Park. Local beers are prominent, while more far-off brews are the result of local brewery swaps. A rarity, local cider, is also available. A small old-fashioned bar with Northamptonshire skittles contrasts with the separate restaurant offering reasonably priced but high-class fare, fashioned almost exclusively from local produce. Customers’ homegrown vegetables are accepted as payment for ale. Free WiFi.
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      Fenny Stratford
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    


    
      11 Lock View Lane, MK1 1BY
    


    
      off Simpson Road
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 372317
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Grade II-listed exterior reflects this small lock-side pub’s canal history. It is a gem of a local, renowned for friendly conversation and regularly changing seasonal ales, contrasting in strength and style. TV screens show sports. The garden is the perfect place to sit and watch the efforts of narrowboat crew negotiating the lock. MK Dons’ football stadium is less than a mile away. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010.
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      Forty Green
      

    


    
      Royal Standard of England
    


    
      Forty Green Road, HP9 1XT
    


    
      off Beaconsfield to Penn Road at Knotty Green
    


    
      SU 923919
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 673382
    


    
      [image: Website icon] rsoe.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Chiltern Ale; Marston's Pedigree; Rebellion Mild, IPA; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This historic hostelry with its fascinating pedigree is well worth a detour. A barrel-shaped wooden partition wall/notice-board leads to rooms containing log fires or cast iron stoves. Architecture and furniture is rustic with hops adorning the bar areas. The food is of exemplary standard, and bottled beers are sourced from craft breweries. Orchard Pig Farm pressed cider is also available. Bekonscot Model Village is close. This area is a walkers’ paradise.
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      Frieth
      

    


    
      Prince Albert
    


    
      Fingest Road, RG9 6PY
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 881683
    


    Brakspear Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A friendly welcome awaits you at this charming traditional country local. Sited a stone’s throw from Frieth village, this pub is well worth seeking out for its cosy aura. The small bar area boasts a log fire in winter and leads either way to further rooms and seating. The beer garden offers secluded summer family drinking. Evening meals are served Friday and Saturday only. Regular quiz nights and folk evenings are hosted.
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      Great Kimble
      

    


    
      Swan
    


    
      Grove Lane, HP17 9TR
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5.30-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 275288
    


    Adnams Bitter; St Austell Tribute; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional, friendly country pub situated by the village green and children’s playground, converted in the 19th century from a row of cottages. The community hub, it hosts regular fortnightly quizzes and offers themed food nights and pensioners’ specials. A genuine free house, the Swan is sought out every Easter Saturday by drinkers from far and wide visiting the Kimble point-to-point races. To the rear is a pleasant enclosed garden, out front there is seating on the green.
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      Haddenham
      

    


    
      Rising Sun
    


    
      9 Thame Road, HP17 8EN
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2, 5-midnight; 12-1am Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 291744
    


    Vale Best Bitter, seasonal beers; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      All ales are served straight from the cask at this friendly one-bar local with an interesting mix of customers. The sun-trap garden hosts regular beer festivals complete with hog roasts and barbecues. Live local bands perform on Saturday evening. Seasonal ales and Vale Brewery beers, which originated in Haddenham, feature strongly, and a beer menu on a chalkboard lists what’s on and forthcoming attractions. Five minutes from the Chiltern turbo line and opposite the bus stop, there is no excuse for not using public transport.
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      Hanslope
      

    


    
      Watts Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Castlethorpe Road, MK19 7LG
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 510246
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thewattsarms.co.uk
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The pub is situated in the heart of the village of Hanslope. A traditional British inn where you will always find a warm welcome on walking through the door, the publican is a real ale enthusiast. Relax in the bar with one of the ever-changing beers and on cold days enjoy the warmth of an open fire. Freshly home-cooked dishes including hand-battered fish and bangers and mash are served lunchtimes and evenings until 9pm.
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      Hedgerley
      

    


    
      White Horse
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Village Lane, SL2 3UY
    


    
      in old village, near church
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 5-11; 11-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 643225
    


    Rebellion IPA; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      A Guide regular and winner of local CAMRA Pub of the Year many times. With an idyllic garden in summer, a welcoming fire in winter and excellent service, it is justifiably described as a gem. An ever-changing range of beer is sourced from micros the length and breadth of the land. The Whitsun May bank holiday festival is one of the largest pub festivals in the country, and there are mini fests at Easter and August bank holiday too.
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      High Wycombe
      

    


    
      Belle Vue
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      45 Gordon Road, HP13 6EQ
    


    
      close to train station, platform 3 exit
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri; 1am Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 524728
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This is a purpose-built, street-corner locals’ pub on the other side of the railway tracks from the town centre and near the station. Nobody seems to be able to explain its name. There are five ales on offer from the Punch portfolio. Regular live music is hosted including open jam sessions. The pub is popular with Wasps rugby fans. Westons provides the real cider.
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      Half Moon
    


    
      103-105 Dashwood Avenue, HP12 3DZ
    


    
      500m from A40, W of town centre
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 441558
    


    Harveys Sussex Best Bitter; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Stylish and comfortable edge-of-town establishment run by the same licensees for more than 20 years. There are four TV screens showing Sky Sports, ESPN and music. Interactive online multi-game and pub quiz machines await the aficionados. Activities include pool and darts teams, Friday night karaoke, various entertainments on Saturday plus disco/quiz/card games on Sunday evening. Sunday roast lunch is served 1-5pm, with all food home prepared. The guest beers are chosen by the customers.
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      William Robert Loosley
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      120-123 Oxford Road, HP11 2DN
    


    
      [image:  no image]9am-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 838680
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Opened after refurbishment in 2008, this pub opposite Wycombe’s Eden Centre and bus station was once the base for Hull, Loosley & Pearce, a business established in 1860 by carpenter/builder William Robert Loosley. Seven real ales are on offer – two regulars plus changing guests from micro-breweries (including the local Rebellion, Loddon and Vale breweries) and two real ciders. An excellent range of economically priced meals is also available. Regular quiz nights are held and customers bring in their own board games.
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      Ickford
      

    


    
      Rising Sun
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      36 Worminghall Road, HP18 9JD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 4-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 339238
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside; Black Sheep Best Bitter; Hancock's HB [image: Handpump icon]; guest beer [image: Gravity icon]


    
      After a disastrous fire early in 2006, the pub was rebuilt, re-thatched, totally refurbished and reopened in 2007. This classic local has become the hub of the village. Dating from the 15th century, with many oak beams and a welcoming open fire, it hosts local events and games including crib, darts and quizzes. Aunt Sally is played in the garden. Four ales are always available and basic pub food is served most sessions. Close to the Oxford Way, it attracts many ramblers and cyclists. Dogs on leads are welcome.
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      Iver
      

    


    
      Bull
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      7 High Street, SL0 9ND
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 651115
    


    Adnams Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Wadworth 6X; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This traditional two-bar pub was rebuilt in 1817. Bull motifs can be seen in the leaded windows, and the saloon features old-fashioned Victorian panelling. The public bar has a pool table and dartboard. An informal ‘bring and borrow’ book swapping scheme operates. Quiz nights and occasional live music evenings are held. Meals are well priced and tasty (no food Sun). A heated, covered smoking area is provided outside. Three reasonably priced letting rooms are available.
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      Ivinghoe
      

    


    
      Rose & Crown
    


    
      Vicarage Lane, LU7 9EQ
    


    
      SP945162
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Fri-Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 668472
    


    
      [image: Website icon] roseandcrownivinghoe.com
    


    Adnams Bitter; Butcombe Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Recently refurbished, this free house, established in 1690, has retained flagstone floors and beams, and is furnished with a mix of sofas, settles and stools around a log fire. It is a popular meeting place for local cycling, photography and needlework groups, and hosts themed menu events. Local artwork is displayed and on sale. A large separate upper room is set out mainly for dining. Dogs and children (before 9pm) are welcome. Recommended parking is in Ladysmith Road, Wellcroft Road and alongside the green.
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      Lacey Green
      

    


    
      Black Horse
    


    
      Main Road, HP27 0QU
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3 (not Mon), 5-11; 11-11 Thu; 11-midnight Fri; 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 345195
    


    
      [image: Website icon] blackhorse-pub.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A real village pub offering a cosy, friendly atmosphere, located in the heart of Lacey Green. Excellent home-cooked, freshly-prepared food includes traditional Sunday lunches (children under six eat free). Four draught ales are on offer, three changing every month, plus a good selection of bottled beers and a real cider. Quiz night is the last Sunday of the month. Children are welcome and there is a play area in the garden. Full English breakfast is served Tuesday to Saturday from 9am.
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      Whip
    


    
      Pink Road, HP27 0PG
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 344060
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whipinn.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Local CAMRA Pub of the Year for 2009, situated high on the Chiltern Way, frequented by ale aficionados and popular with ramblers. Renowned for its variety of ales, it serves in excess of 800 different ales a year. It now has six handpumps and offers two real ciders. Two highly popular beer festivals are held in May and September. There is an attractive enclosed garden overlooking the Lacey Green Windmill. An excellent range of reasonably priced bar food is available.
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      Little Missenden
      

    


    
      Crown
    


    
      HP7 0RD
    


    
      off A413, between Amersham and Gt Missenden
    


    
      SU924989
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 6-11 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 862571
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-crown-little-missenden.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; St Austell Tribute; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Run by the same family for almost a century, this village pub has been refurbished to include B&B accommodation and a slightly bigger bar. Good pub food, served at lunchtime, is simple and generous. Popular with walkers, the large and attractive garden is a great place to relax and enjoy a peaceful pint. A regular in the Guide for more than 30 years.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Littleworth Common
      

    


    
      Jolly Woodman
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Littleworth Road, SL1 8PF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 (6 winter) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01753 644350
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thejollywoodman.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Hop Back Summer Lightning; St Austell Tribute; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive country pub close to the northern edge of Burnham Beeches, popular for its range of beers (guests are usually from local micros) and good food. The bar area features a large collection of beer bottles and an old rowing boat in the rafters. There is plenty of outside seating in the garden. Live Monday night jazz sessions are a highlight. Opens for breakfast Monday to Friday. Note winter Sunday closing time.
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      Long Crendon
      

    


    
      Eight Bells
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      51 High Street, HP18 9AL
    


    
      [image:  no image]5.30-11 Mon; 12-3, 5.30-11.30; 12-11 Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01844 208244
    


    
      [image: Website icon] eightbellspub.com
    


    Ringwood Hell's Bells Best Bitter; Wadworth Henry's IPA [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      This traditional local, located in a picturesque village, is more than 400 years old and attracts both drinkers and diners. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year in 2009, it usually serves five real ales, with three ever-changing guests dispensed by gravity from a purpose-built stillage behind the bar. The unspoilt interior features some original tiled flooring and beams, plus an alcove dedicated to the village morris men. The extensive garden hosts two beer festivals every year.
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      Loudwater
      

    


    
      Derehams Inn
    


    
      5 Derehams Lane, HP10 9RH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5.30-11; 11.30-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 530965
    


    
      [image: Website icon] derehamsinn.co.uk
    


    Brakspear Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional pub tucked away off the main A40 London Road with a friendly atmosphere and warm welcome. The clientele is mostly local, plus passing business at lunchtimes. Five handpumps serve real ale, often supporting local breweries. The June beer festival has grown from strength to strength since 2007 and the pub is a hive of activity, with darts, dominoes and cribbage teams participating in local leagues. There are also vintage car meets and special events throughout the year.
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      Maids Moreton
      

    


    
      Wheatsheaf
    


    
      Main Street, MK18 1QR
    


    
      off A413 Buckingham-Towcester road
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11 (not Sun eve)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01280 815433
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Characterful, atmospheric, thatched village pub on the fringe of Buckingham, sympathetically extended with a modern dining conservatory where children are welcome. Full of nooks and crannies and old world charm, it was local CAMRA Branch autumn Pub of the Season in 2009. Close to National Trust Stowe Landscape Gardens and Silverstone Circuit. No food Monday evenings, booking advised at other times.
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      Marlow
      

    


    
      Duke of Cambridge
    


    
      19 Queens Road, SL7 2PS
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 10-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 488555
    


    Rebellion IPA, seasonal beers; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This is an unpretentious one-roomed drinking haunt, a short walk from the town centre. It is frequented by a cosmopolitan clientele, attracted by the pub’s community spirit and traditional values. Two Rebellion brews are supplemented by an intriguing guest beer, often stout or porter. The Duke boasts darts and cribbage teams, chairs the occasional quiz, and runs a regular pub catering competition. A pool table is located outside under the large sheltered smoking den. Sporadic themed dinner evenings are hosted throughout the year.
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      Three Horseshoes
    


    
      Burroughs Grove Hill, SL7 3RA
    


    
      on High Wycombe-Marlow Bottom road
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5-11; 11.30-11 Fri & Sat 12-5, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 483109
    


    Rebellion Mild, IPA, Smuggler, Mutiny, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A former local CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year, situated half a mile uphill from the Rebellion Brewery. The pub is renowned for generous food portions from extensive chalkboard menus. The interior comprises three distinct areas, and the large, attractive rear garden is popular with drinkers and families in the summer months. Darts is played on Sunday evening. Frequented by walkers using nearby trekking routes, two log fires keep out the winter chill.
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      Milton Keynes
      

    


    
      Wetherspoons
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      201 Midsummer Boulevard, MK9 1EA
    


    
      [image:  no image]9-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 606074
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This pub is a long-standing entry in the Guide. Guest beers are sourced directly from micros such as Concrete Cow, Great Oakley and Potton, and are promoted alongside meal deals such as Tuesday grills and Thursday curries. The pub wholeheartedly participates in company beer festivals. Staff will remove sparklers if asked. Westons cider is also served. There is a covered, heated patio for smokers.
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      Naphill
      

    


    
      Wheel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      100 Main Road, HP14 4QA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12.30-2.30 (not Mon), 4.30-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 562210
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thewheelnaphill.com
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011, this small pub with a big heart is popular with locals, walkers and cyclists – and dog and family friendly, too. It has two large gardens for summertime enjoyment and a warm inviting atmosphere during the cold winter months. Food is served both lunchtimes and evenings. Four real ales are regularly on handpump and the pub hosts two of the biggest and busiest beer festivals in the area each year.
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      Newport Pagnell
      

    


    
      Cannon
    
[image:  no image]

    
      50 High Street, MK16 8AQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 211495
    


    Banks's Bitter; Marston's Pedigree; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Now in its 16th consecutive year in the Guide, the Cannon deserves its reputation for well-kept, keenly priced real ale. Very much a drinkers’ pub, its four pumps dispense Marston’s beers and local ales. Look out for military memorabilia and intriguing bric-a-brac in display cases above the bar and on the walls. There are two heated smoking areas outside, and a function room for hire. Access to the car park is from Union Street behind the pub.
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      Padbury
      

    


    
      New Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Winslow Road, MK18 2AW
    


    
      on A413 Buckingham-Aylesbury road
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11; closed Wed; 12-2.30, 5-midnight Fri; 11-midnight Sat 11-10 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01280 813173
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Family run for 65 years, this traditional village pub and restaurant has been lovingly refurbished to appeal to all ages. Three handpumps serve an ever-changing selection of real ales, often local. A log-burning stove and an open fire enhance the welcoming and friendly atmosphere. Outside is a lovely garden with seating. Excellent fresh food is served including vegetarian options and traditional Sunday roasts. The pub hosts a monthly quiz night and occasional themed evenings and live music events. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011.
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      Prestwood
      

    


    
      Green Man
    


    
      2 High Street, HP16 9EB
    


    
      on A4128 near Great Missenden
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 890074
    


    Greene King IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This two-bar pub with a narrow connecting corridor between them has a friendly atmosphere. Darts, crib and dominoes are regularly played. Many excellent beers from a wide geographical area are rotated, selected from the pub company’s portfolio. A raised front patio entrance overlooks the road, with a garden mainly to the rear of the property with adequate seating. Great Missenden is less than one mile, where the Roald Dahl museum is situated among a variety of small eclectic shops.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](45,48) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Quainton
      

    


    
      George & Dragon
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      The Green, HP22 4AR
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat); 12-2.30, 5-11 winter
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 655436
    


    
      [image: Website icon] georgeanddragonquainton.co.uk
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Hook Norton Hooky Bitter; Vale Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Delightful local on the village green overlooked by a working windmill. Two guest ales often include a mild, stout or porter. Real cider is available in summer. Biannual beer festivals with steam engines on the village green are held in conjunction with the nearby Buckinghamshire Steam Railway Centre. An extensive range of food is available, with vegetarian and children’s choices. Post Office facilities are in the bar on Wednesday 2-4pm. Voted Aylesbury Vale Council Best Village Pub in 2009.
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      Seer Green
      

    


    
      Jolly Cricketers
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      24 Chalfont Road, HP9 2YG
    


    
      SU966919
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 676308
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thejollycricketers.co.uk
    


    Chiltern Chiltern Ale; Fuller's London Pride; Rebellion IPA; Vale VPA; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A total success story in difficult times, this pub has thrived by giving the locals what they want – great local beer and superb locally-sourced food. Everything a village pub should be, it is home to various clubs and attracts a mixed clientele, young and old. The Jolly Cricketers is picking up awards far and wide, with five LocAle beers heading the charge. Attentive staff make the whole experience a real joy. Dog friendly.
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      Stoke Goldington
      

    


    
      Lamb
    


    
      16-20 High Street, MK16 8NR
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon), 5-11; 12-11 Sat 12-7 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 551233
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thelambstokegoldington.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This excellent village free house is very much the hub of the local community. Five handpumps offer ales from micros such as Frog Island and Tring, as well as a Westons cider. Northamptonshire skittles and darts teams are based here. Run by the Porritts since 2000, the pub hosts occasional live music events and, in September, a jazz and blues festival. Good genuinely home-cooked food is available – popular Sunday lunches run until 5pm. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](1B) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Stony Stratford
      

    


    
      Fox & Hounds
    
[image:  no image]

    
      87 High Street, MK11 1AT
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 260604
    


    
      [image: Website icon] foxandhoundsmk.co.uk
    


    Great Oakley Wot's Occurring; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Close to Milton Keynes but in a rural setting, this is a welcoming, traditional pub popular with all. Various events are hosted including live music and a quiz. Outside is a pleasant beer garden perfect for enjoying a quiet pint in the summer. Good food is served daily along with at least three real ales.
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      White Horse
    


    
      49 High Street, MK11 1AA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01908 567082
    


    
      [image: Website icon] rockinghorsenights.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Said to be the oldest pub in the town, with records dating back to 1540, this is a no-frills venue with live football on TV and darts played in the back room. Live music also features, with blues or folk on Thursday night, and rock on Saturday. Two beers are served from local micros including B&T, Great Oakley, Nobby’s and Vale.
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      Thornborough
      

    


    
      Two Brewers
    


    
      Bridge Street, MK18 2DN
    


    
      off A421 Milton Keynes-Buckingham road
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2 Wed & Sat only, 6-midnight; 5-midnight Sat 11.15-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01280 812020
    


    Frog Island Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Run by the same landlord for more than 28 years, this welcoming drinkers’ pub stands in the centre of a picturesque village. You can play darts in the traditional public bar or relax with a pint in the lounge. During the week the pub is closed at lunchtime except on Wednesday when it offers half-price drinks to pensioners.
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      Tylers Green
      

    


    
      Horse & Jockey
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Church Road, HP10 8EG
    


    
      left at church at top of Hammersley Lane
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 815963
    


    
      [image: Website icon] horseandjockeytylersgreen.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside; Brakspear Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; Greene King Abbot; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This pub, a Guide regular, opened as an inn in 1821. It retains the ambience of a ‘proper’ local – the U-shaped room has an area for darts on the right and dining tables on the left. There is a good selection of ales with tasting notes displayed above the bar. Food is served every day, lunchtimes and evenings, with pensioners’ lunches and specials nights a feature. A quiz is held on the first Thursday of the month.
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      Wendover
      

    


    
      Pack Horse
    


    
      29 Tring Road, HP22 6NR
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 622075
    


    Fuller's London Pride, seasonal beers; Gale's Seafarers Ale; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, friendly village pub dating from 1769 and situated at the end of a terrace known as the Anne Boleyn cottages. On the Ridgeway path, it has been owned by the same family for 48 years. The wall above the bar is decorated with RAF squadron badges, denoting connections with nearby RAF Halton. The pub runs men’s and women’s darts, dominoes and cribbage teams. Regular quiz nights are hosted.
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      Wing
      

    


    
      Queen's Head
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      9 High Street, LU7 0NS
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01296 688268
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thequeensheadwing.co.uk
    


    Courage Directors; Wells Bombardier; Young's Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Set in the middle of the village, this welcoming local has gone from strength to strength. Since landlady Denise Redding arrived in 2004 it has won awards from the local council and Cask Marque, and become a regular in the Guide. Log fires, comfortable sofas and a snug add to the ambience. The freehold was bought in 2009 and since then it has been largely refurbished. Guest ales are from micros including Tring and Slater’s. Aylesbury Vale Council Village Food Pub of the Year 2009.
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      Wooburn Common
      

    


    
      Royal Standard
    


    
      Wooburn Common Road, HP10 0JS
    


    
      follow signs to Odds Farm
    


    
      SU923876
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01628 521121
    


    Caledonian Deuchars IPA; Hop Back Summer Lightning; St Austell Tribute [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Ever popular semi-rural pub with a congenial ambience in the bar, catering for diners and discerning drinkers alike. Ten real ales, five direct from the cask, alongside real cider, make this venue an important flagship in the area. It is also busy with diners, especially on Sunday and in the summer months. Two beer festivals, usually on the Easter and August bank holiday weekends, featuring 50 beers, are always well attended. Former local CAMRA Pub of the Year.
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      Wycombe Marsh
      

    


    
      General Havelock
    


    
      114 Kingsmead Road, HP11 1HZ
    


    
      N of M40
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5.30-11; 12-11 Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01494 520391
    


    Fuller's London Pride, ESB, seasonal beers; Gale's Seafarers Ale; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A regular entry in the Guide, this imposing building was converted from a farmhouse. It sits between the Kingsmead playing fields and the dry ski slope. The same family has run the pub since Fuller’s bought it. There are six ales always available and food is served every lunchtime except Saturday. The garden is a peaceful haven in the summer.
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      Cambridgeshire

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Abington Pigotts
      

    


    
      Pig & Abbot
    


    
      High Street, SG8 0SD
    


    
      TL306444
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01763 853515
    


    
      [image: Website icon] pigandabbot.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Fuller's London Pride; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Queen Anne-period pub in a surprisingly remote part of the south Cambridgeshire countryside. The interior has exposed oak beams and a large inglenook featuring a wood-burning stove. A comfortable restaurant offers home-made traditional pub food, specialising in fresh fish and chips, steak and kidney puddings and pies. Two guest beers are stocked, often including an ale from Woodforde’s or Timothy Taylor.
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      Alconbury Weston
      

    


    
      White Hart
    


    
      2 Vinegar Hill, PE28 4JA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (4 Sat), 5.30 (6.30 Sat)-11 12-5.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 890331
    


    Adnams Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Welcoming 16th-century former coaching inn on the old Great North Road. An open plan two-tiered layout provides different drinking spaces and a darts area. Outside there is a pleasant garden and petanque pitch. Four real ales are available including guests, and Westons cider is stocked. Locally sourced, home-cooked food is served lunchtimes and evenings, including Sunday lunches. Fine dining theme nights are a feature and there is occasional live music.
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      Buckden
      

    


    
      Lion Hotel
    


    
      High Street, PE19 5XA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]1480 810313
    


    
      [image: Website icon] buckden-village.co.uk/lionhotel
    


    Adnams Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Dating back to the 15th century, the building was originally the kitchen and dining area for the adjacent monastery and is now a small, cosy hotel. The lounge has a large open fire and retains the impressive original carved beamed ceiling.
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      Cambridge
      

    


    
      Cambridge Blue
    
[image:  no image]

    
      85-87 Gwydir Street, CB1 2LG
    


    
      off Mill Road
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (11 Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 471680
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-cambridgeblue.co.uk
    


    Elgood’s Black Dog; Nethergate Dewdrop; Woodforde's Wherry [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Busy, recently-extended community pub with a large garden close to Mill Road. It is decorated with advertising memorabilia and pump clips from the 600 different beers per year served from the seven handpumps and the tap room. There is also a large selection of bottled beers from all over the world and several real ciders and perries. Impressive beer festivals are held in a marquee in February and June and an Oktoberfest in October. Home-cooked food is available all day.
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      Castle Inn
    


    
      38 Castle Street, CB3 0AJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5-11; 11.30-11.30 Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 353194
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thecastleinncambridge.com
    


    Adnams Bitter, Explorer, Broadside; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Adnams’ most westerly tied house, it also offers changing guests from all over the country. There is a wide choice of drinking areas on two floors and the sun-trap garden is a delight. Excellent food is served at every session. The landlord was Barry Wom in the Rutles.
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      Champion of the Thames
    


    
      68 King Street, CB1 1LN
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 11-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 352043
    


    Greene King IPA, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This small two-room, city-centre pub has a truly friendly atmosphere. The oarsmen in the pub’s name are also commemorated on the fine etched glazing in the exterior windows. Both bars are wood-panelled with Victorian counters and bar backs, fixed benches and a part-glazed partition wall between the rooms. Opening hours may vary in winter.
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      Devonshire Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Devonshire Road, CB1 2BH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 316610
    


    
      [image: Website icon] individualpubs.co.uk/devonshire
    


    Milton Pegasus; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Rescued from decline by the local Milton Brewery, its first pub in Cambridge has been impressively renovated, with front and rear drinking areas offering a mixture of wooden booths and larger tables. There are up to five Milton ales (light and dark if possible), three ever-changing guests, a real cider and a fine selection of bottled Belgian beer. Good quality food is available every session.
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      Elm Tree
    


    
      16a Orchard Street, CB1 1JT
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 502632
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theelmtreecambridge.co.uk
    


    B&T Dark Mild, Shefford Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Ten handpumps dispense Wells & Youngs, B&T and an ever-changing selection of guest beers including at least one mild. These are complemented by a large menu of Belgian and other bottled beers served by knowledgeable staff. A real cider or perry is also available. Beer tastings are held by arrangement. Occasional music gigs (mainly folk or blues) and story-telling evenings are hosted.
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      Free Press
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      7 Prospect Row, CB1 1DU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6 (4.30 Fri)-11; 12-11 Sat 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 368337
    


    
      [image: Website icon] freepresspub.com
    


    Greene King XX Mild, IPA, Abbot, seasonal beers; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A short walk from the bus station, this quiet, friendly community pub serves high-quality food, Greene King seasonals and guest beers. An inn for more than 120 years, the traditional interior includes a tiny snug bar. Mobile phone use is not permitted. Well-supervised children and dogs are welcome.
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      Kingston Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      33 Kingston Street, CB1 2NU
    


    
      off Mill Rd
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 319414
    


    
      [image: Website icon] kingston-arms.co.uk
    


    Crouch Vale Brewers Gold; Elgood's Black Dog; Oakham JHB; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Eleven handpumps serve regular and guest beers, and there are additional pumps for a varying real cider and a real perry. A large selection of Belgian and other bottled beers is also stocked and monthly beer festivals are held. Award-winning food is offered at all sessions. The walled garden has canopies and heaters and is popular all year round. Free internet, Wi-Fi access and newspapers are available, and CAMRA members receive a discount on ales.
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      Live & Let Live
    


    
      40 Mawson Road, CB1 2EA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 5.30 (6 Sat)-11 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 460261
    


    Nethergate Umbel Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Discreet street-corner local just off Mill Road. Seven handpumps present an array of ever-changing guest ales ranging from session bitters to stronger ales, and there is always a dark beer. The eighth handpump dispenses locally-produced Cassels cider. A fine selection of bottled Belgian beer and guest Belgian beer on draught is also offered. Almost 100 rums feature at rum festivals. Simple snacks are available.
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      Maypole
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      20a Portugal Place, CB5 8AF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 12-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 352999
    


    
      [image: Website icon] maypolefreehouse.co.uk
    


    Buntingford Maypole; Crouch Vale Brewers Gold; Thornbridge Jaipur IPA; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The family who have run this city-centre pub for the past 28 years bought it from Punch Taverns in 2009. Since then, the beer range has widened significantly. The interior comprises two rooms either side of the bar, and an upstairs function room is also available. A large patio is a pleasant sun trap and provides covered space for smokers. Food focuses on home-cooked Italian dishes.
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      Mitre
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      17 Bridge Street, CB2 1UF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Thu; 1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 358403
    


    Adnams Broadside; Fuller's London Pride; Greene King IPA; Shepherd Neame Spitfire; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Standing on the site of two former inns, the pub has been known as the Mitre since 1881. The interior is smart cafe-bar style with cream and salmon-pink walls, parquet flooring and large windows. Three changing guest beers come from regionals or larger micros. Beer and food sampling nights are held on Tuesday plus regular Meet the Brewer sessions. Good value food is available until 10.30pm.
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      Salisbury Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      76 Tenison Road, CB1 2DW
    


    
      off Mill Rd
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2, 5-11 (midnight Fri); 6-midnight Sat 12-2, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 576363
    


    Adnams Broadside; St Austell Tribute; Wells Eagle IPA, Bombardier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large Victorian pub with a good selection of beers on eight handpumps plus Crones organic cider. The quirky decor includes an impressive collection of old folk festival and beer festival posters. No food is served Saturday and Sunday evenings. A traditional hook and ring pub game is a popular feature.
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      St Radegund
    
[image:  no image]

    
      129 King Street, CB1 1LD
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Sat & Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 311794
    


    
      [image: Website icon] radegund.org.uk/
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The smallest pub in Cambridge, this unique free house is traditional, with a selection of up to eight real ales mostly from local breweries including several from the Milton Brewery, along with a real cider. The interior is packed with mementos. The pub is also the base of the infamous Hash House Harriers and has its own sports teams, including rowing and cricket. Occasional background music is not intrusive.
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      Castor
      

    


    
      Prince of Wales Feathers
    
[image:  no image]

    
      38 Peterborough Road, PE5 7AL
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30 (1am Fri & Sat) 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 380222
    


    
      [image: Website icon] princeofwalesfeathers.co.uk
    


    Adnams Broadside; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This is a small 300-year-old stone-built pub with stained glass windows. The single room layout is divided into different areas with sofas and armchairs by the fire. Two smaller rooms are for pool and darts. Dominoes and crib are also played. Lunches are served daily. Five guest ales aways include one from Castor. Live music is hosted on Saturday and a quiz on Sunday. The patio is popular in summer. An annual beer festival is held in May.
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      Catworth
      

    


    
      Fox
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Fox Road, PE28 0PW
    


    
      off A14, near B660 exit
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01832 710363
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thefoxcatworth.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Perched above the A14 and reached via a slip road to the B660, this traditional pub has an open plan interior with a bar in the centre. Outside is a patio with a garden, used for occasional real ale festivals, and children’s play area. The range of three real ales regularly includes beers from local micro-breweries such as Digfield and Grainstore. Meals are available all day, every day – there is an extensive blackboard menu. The real cider is Westons Old Rosie.
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      Racehorse
    
[image:  no image]

    
      43 High Street, PE28 0PF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5.30-11; 11.30-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01832 710123
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theracehorsecatworth.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A comfortable country inn with log fires, a multi-area lounge bar, quarry-tiled snug bar with pool and hooded skittles, and a large restaurant area. The beer range always includes a Nethergate ale. Food is available lunchtimes and evenings during the week, all day on Saturday and until 5pm on Sunday.
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      Dullingham
      

    


    
      Boot
    


    
      18 Brinkley Road, CB8 9UW
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 5-11; 11.30-midnight Sat 11.30-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01638 507327
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-boot.biz
    


    Adnams Bitter, Gunhill; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A traditional inn saved from closure a few years ago by a village consortium buy-out and since then it has become a local CAMRA Pub of the Year. Local sports teams and community events are well supported. Beer festivals are held in the spring and autumn. Children are welcome until 8pm. No food Sunday lunchtime.
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      Eaton Socon
      

    


    
      Rivermill Tavern
    
[image:  no image]

    
      School Lane, PE19 8GW
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 219612
    


    
      [image: Website icon] rivermilltavern.co.uk
    


    Adnams Broadside; Greene King IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This popular riverside pub on the River Great Ouse was converted from a flour mill and has a galleried area above the bar. There is an extensive, varied menu, served all day on Saturday and Sunday. Live music is hosted on Tuesday and Friday evenings and a quiz on Sunday evening. Up to three guest beers are stocked from independent breweries.
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      Elton
      

    


    
      Black Horse
    
[image:  no image]

    
      14 Overend Road, PE8 6RU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-10 (11 Thu-Sat) 12-9 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01832 280240
    


    Digfield Barnwell Bitter; Everards Tiger; Oakham JHB; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Built by Elton Hall estate in the late 17th century, this inn has one main bar area and multiple dining rooms. The site was previously the village gaol and the original 400-year-old wall runs through the middle of the pub. Harry Kirk, the hangman, was a previous landlord and is now said to haunt the building. A food-oriented pub, if offers a large menu.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](24) [image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Ely
      

    


    
      Prince Albert
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      62 Silver Street, CB7 4JF
    


    
      opp cathedral car park
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01353 663494
    


    Greene King XX Mild, IPA, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A classic small back-street local, this was the former officers’ mess for the local militia. It is a rare outlet for XX Mild, plus three guest beers from the Greene King portfolio. Secondhand books and regular quiz nights help fundraise for local good causes. Food is served until 9pm. No music or gaming machines.
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      Townhouse Pub
    
[image:  no image]

    
      60-64 Market Street, CB7 4LS
    


    
      near Ely Museum
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1.30am Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01353 664338
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thetownhousepub.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Near to the city centre, this Georgian town house is now a popular pub with a modern bar and an airy conservatory. Three changing guest ales are usually available, sometimes from local breweries, as well as local Pickled Pig cider. Home-made lunches are served every day. Happy hour is 5-7pm Monday to Friday and 7-9pm Sunday. A yearly beer festival is held in July. Sunday has an ever-popular quiz night.
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      West End House
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      16 West End, CB6 3AY
    


    
      100m from St Mary's St jct
    


    
      [image:  no image]12.30-3, 6-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-4, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01353 669718
    


    
      [image: Website icon] westendhouseely.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Very much a drinkers’ pub, this cosy beamed hostelry is just five minutes’ walk from the city centre. The interior is divided into four distinct areas and a pleasant snug room. Outside is an enclosed Mediterranean-style patio area with a heated pergola for smoking and drinking. Two guest beers are always available, occasionally from local breweries, and light snacks are served at lunchtime. Well-behaved children are allowed until 8pm. The pub has won local CAMRA Pub of the Year for the last two years.
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      Etton
      

    


    
      Golden Pheasant
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      1 Main Road, PE6 7DA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 4.30-11; 11.30-late Fri & Sat 11.30-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 252387
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thegoldenpheasant.net
    


    Batemans XB; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Former Georgian farmhouse and Grade II-listed building, the main room is light, airy and comfortable with leather sofas and a mirror above the fire. Outside is a large garden and children’s play area plus a marquee with a bar for functions. A separate restaurant serves good food made with local produce. Four handpumps dispense the real ales, three changing regularly. On the Green Wheel cycle route from Peterborough, the pub received a CAMRA Gold Award in August 2010.
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      Fulbourn
      

    


    
      Six Bells
    


    
      9 High Street, CB21 5DH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 6-midnight; 11.30-midnight Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 880244
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesixbellsfulbourn.com
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A former coaching inn with thatched roof, low ceilings and real fire, this classic two-bar village pub serves home-cooked, locally-sourced food in the bar and dining room. Welcoming to locals and visitors, the pub is a hub of the community, supporting local charities, groups and sports teams. Trad jazz features in the function room on the first and third Wednesdays of the month. Quiz night is Thursday. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008.
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      Glatton
      

    


    
      Addison Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Sawtry Road, PE28 5RZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 5.30-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]1487 830410
    


    
      [image: Website icon] addisonarms.co.uk
    


    Digfield Shacklebush; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Built at the start of the 18th century, the pub is named after the playwright and politician Joseph Addison (co-founder of the Spectator) who was a relative of the first landlord. Four real ales are offered, with a focus on local producers, and food is prepared using fresh locally sourced supplies. A thriving Sunday night quiz is hosted.
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      Grantchester
      

    


    
      Blue Ball Inn
    


    
      57 Broadway, CB3 9NQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]2-11; 12-midnight Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 840679
    


    Adnams Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, authentic local built in 1893, retaining its original two-bar layout and many old fittings (including the landlord). No lager, no TV, no children – good beer, good conversation and old pub games are the order of the day. The piano is still played and there is live music every Thursday. At the back is a small walled garden with a heated gazebo for smokers. Try your hand at Ringing the Bull. Dogs welcome.
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      Great Staughton
      

    


    
      Snooty Tavern
    
[image:  no image]

    
      12 The Green, PE19 5DG
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 860336
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesnootytavern.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Open-plan pub in a light airy bistro style, with a quarry tiled floor. Meals are served lunchtimes and evenings, with an a la carte menu, set menu and blackboard specials. Typically three guest beers are available, usually including one from Buntingford, Oakham or Potton, and others from small independent brewers. To the rear is an enclosed garden for drinkers and diners overlooking the village.
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      Helpston
      

    


    
      Blue Bell
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      10 Woodgate, PE6 7ED
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30 (3 Sat), 5 (6 Sat)-11 12-10 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 252394
    


    Grainstore John Clare; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Stone-built 17th-century inn with the site of the old village blacksmith’s to the rear. The poet John Clare worked in the pub as a pot boy 200 years ago and lived next door, where there is now a dedicated museum. A recent extension has added a further dining area to the existing two bars and snug areas.
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      Hemingford Grey
      

    


    
      Cock
    
[image:  no image]

    
      47 High Street, PE28 9BJ
    


    
      off A14 SE of Huntingdon
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 6-11 12-4, 6.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 463609
    


    
      [image: Website icon] cambscuisine.com
    


    Brewster's Hophead; Great Oakley Wagtail; Nethergate IPA; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An award-winning village pub and restaurant not far from the River Great Ouse. The pub serves well-kept, locally-sourced beers, as well as real Cromwell cider produced in the village. The restaurant features an extensive fish board, meat, game, and excellent home-made sausages (booking essential). Occasional summer beer festivals are held in the beer garden.
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      Histon
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    


    
      27 High Street, CB24 9JD
    


    
      [image:  no image]10.30-11 (midnight Fri) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 564437
    


    Batemans XB; Mighty Oak Oscar Wilde Mild; Oakham Bishops Farewell; Theakston Best Bitter; Tring Blonde; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Two changing guest beers and three Belgian beers on draught are complemented by a huge range of bottled Belgian and German beers plus draught cider and perry. Food is served every lunchtime and monthly themed food nights are popular. Two beer festivals are held each year – an Easter aperitif, then the main event in September.
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      Holme
      

    


    
      Admiral Wells
    
[image:  no image]

    
      41 Station Road, PE7 3PH
    


    
      jct of B660 & Yaxley Rd
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01487 831214
    


    
      [image: Website icon] admiralwells.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Digfield Shacklebush; Nethergate Augustinian Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This Victorian pub is said to be at the lowest level in England and named after one of Nelson’s pall bearers. It has two drinking areas, and a function room at the rear. Positioned next to the old Holme railway station, the walls are adorned with photographs from the steam railway days. Up to six real ales and a cider are usually available. Quiz night is Tuesday.
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      Horningsea
      

    


    
      Plough & Fleece
    


    
      High Street, CB25 9JG
    


    
      TL493623
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 6.30-midnight 12-5 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 860795
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theploughandfleece.com
    


    Greene King H&H Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive 17th-century timbered front bar complete with log fire and a spacious modern conservatory/back bar/dining area. It has a large garden complete with petanque area. Live acoustic music plays on the second and fourth Saturday of the month, and Tuesday is night quiz. Other pub sports include darts (winter months only) and table skittles. The food menu changes monthly.
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      Keyston
      

    


    
      Pheasant
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Village Loop, PE28 0RE
    


    
      on B663 1 mile S of A14, E of Thrapston
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (5 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01832 710241
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thepheasant-keyston.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Old English inn set in a sleepy farming village. Created from a row of thatched cottages in an idyllic setting, the pub offers high quality food, fine wines and a good range of cask ales. There is a splendid lounge bar and three dining areas include the Garden Room in a rear extension overlooking a herb garden. Three regularly changing guest beers are offered – local micro-breweries usually feature.
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      Leighton Bromswold
      

    


    
      Green Man
    
[image:  no image]

    
      39 The Avenue, PE28 5AW
    


    
      1 mile N of A14, W of Huntingdon
    


    
      TL113754
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-2, 7-11 12-5 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 890238
    


    
      [image: Website icon] greenmanpub.org
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Delightful local in a charming village on a ridge near the Northamptonshire border. The pub provides a congenial focus for a small village community and attracts visitors from a wide area. The regularly changing range of four real ales includes beers from Nethergate, Young’s, Digfield, Oakham and Buntingford. Good food is served lunchtimes and evenings Tuesday to Saturday and lunchtimes only on Sunday. Hood skittles is popular, and there is a petanque court. A real fire adds atmosphere in winter.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Linton
      

    


    
      Crown
    


    
      11 High Street, CB21 4HS
    


    
      TL559467
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30, 5.30-11 12-8 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 890899
    


    
      [image: Website icon] crownatlinton.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Family owned and run, the interior of the Crown is divided into a number of comfortable seating areas by exposed beams and wooden posts. A large restaurant at the rear provides plenty of seating for diners. An extra cask ale has recently been added, bringing the total up to four, always including one from Oakham Brewery. Occasional mini beer festivals are held. Five B&B rooms are available.
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      Little Downham
      

    


    
      Plough
    


    
      106 Main Street, CB6 2SX
    


    
      W end of village
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 6-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-3, 6-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01353 698297
    


    Greene King IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Corner hostelry located at the west end of the village. A Grade II-listed building, the pub is early Victorian, retaining much of its old-fashioned charm. Up to three guest beers are available, two during the week, often from regional breweries, plus an occasional local real cider. Thai food is available including a takeway service. Children are welcome until 9pm. No dogs allowed except guide dogs. A popular spot for local customs including folk dancing and Dwyle Flunking.
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      Little Gransden
      

    


    
      Chequers
    
[image:  no image]

    
      71 Main Road, SG19 3DW
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2, 7-11; 12-11 Fri & Sat 12-6, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01767 677348
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A village inn, owned and run by the same family for over 60 years. The unspoilt middle bar, with its wooden bench seating and roaring fire, is a favourite spot to pick up on the local gossip. The pub’s Son of Sid brewhouse brews for the pub and local beer festivals. Fish and chips are a highlight on Friday night (booking essential). Real cider is usually available. Winner of numerous local CAMRA awards.
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      March
      

    


    
      Rose & Crown
    
[image:  no image]

    
      41 St Peters Road, PE15 9NA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01354 652077
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Dating back 150 years, this is a traditional community pub with two rooms and low beamed ceilings. Ale lovers who are prepared to make the walk from the town centre will receive a warm welcome. Up to six ales are on offer, mainly from micro-breweries, with one Oakham beer usually available and a real cider. A mini beer festival is held at Easter time. Good quality food is served. Live music features on the last Saturday of the month.
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      Ship Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Nene Parade, PE15 8TD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (late Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01354 607878
    


    Oakham JHB; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Grade II-listed thatched riverside pub built in 1680, with extensive boat moorings. The unusual carved beams are said to have ‘fallen off a barge’ during the building of Ely Cathedral. Reopened in March 2010 as a free house after a major refit, the pub has a convivial atmosphere and quaint wobbly floor and wall to the toilets, and to a small games room with a bar billiards table. Late opening at weekends can be to 2am.
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      Milton
      

    


    
      Waggon & Horses
    
[image:  no image]

    
      39 High Street, CB24 6DF
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11 (midnight Fri); 12-3, 6-11.30 Sat 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 860313
    


    Elgood’s Black Dog, Cambridge Bitter, Golden Newt; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Imposing mock Tudor one-room pub. The Elgood’s beers are dispensed via cylinderless handpumps, and there is always a guest beer from Milton Brewery. The real cider comes from local producer Cassels. Meals are good value, and baltis are a speciality on Thursday evening. There is a challenging quiz on Wednesday evening, and bar billiards is a mainstay. Dogs on leads are welcome.
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      Newton
      

    


    
      Queen’s Head
    


    
      Fowlmere Road, CB22 7PG
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 6-11 12-2.30, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 870436
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside, seasonal beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      This village local has appeared in every edition of the Guide. The list of landlords since 1729 has just 18 entries, their names displayed on the wall in the simply furnished public bar. That list will soon grow to 19, as the pub is being handed from father to son once again. The cosy lounge has a welcoming fire. Simple but excellent food centres on soup and sandwiches at lunchtime. All beer is served from casks behind the bar.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](31,139) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Offord D'Arcy
      

    


    
      Horseshoe
    
[image:  no image]

    
      90 High Street, PE19 5RH
    


    
      on Godmanchester-St Neots road
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11; 12-11.30 Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 810293
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thehorseshoeinn.biz
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Oakham JHB; Potton Shannon IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This family-run free house, dating from 1626, focuses on a good range of food and beers. There are two bars, a separate dining area and a family garden with children’s play space. The snug, or village bar, has a TV. The pub actively supports beers from local breweries, including micros, and fresh locally sourced ingredients are used to make top-quality meals, featuring venison and rabbit as well as vegetarian options.
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      Old Weston
      

    


    
      Swan
    


    
      Main Street, PE28 5LL
    


    
      on B660 N of A14
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon-Fri), 6.30 (7 Sat)-11 12-3.30, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01832 293400
    


    Greene King Abbot; Taylor Landlord; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Dating from the 16th century, this oak-beamed building started life as two private houses that were merged later, and has evolved over the years. At the end of the 19th century the pub had its own brewery. There is a central bar with a large inglenook, a dining area and a games section offering hood skittles and pool. At weekends a varied menu of traditional pub food is available, including home-made puddings.
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      Pampisford
      

    


    
      Chequers
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      1 Town Lane, CB22 3ER
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 833220
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thechequerspampisford.co.uk
    


    Greene King IPA; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A warm welcome and friendly atmosphere await you at this archetypal country pub. The character of the place stems from the wealth of exposed timbers and split-level interior – tables divided into separate berths at the lower end offer privacy while the more open top end lends itself to convivial dining. Speciality food nights are a regular feature. There is an attention to detail that sets this pub apart and ensures customers always return.
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      Peterborough
      

    


    
      Brewery Tap
    
[image:  no image]

    
      80 Westgate, PE1 2AA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (late Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 358500
    


    
      [image: Website icon] oakham-ales.co.uk/brewerytap/btwelcome.asp
    


    Oakham JHB, Citra, Inferno, Bishops Farewell; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Converted from an employment exchange, this spacious pub opened in 1998 and is the home of a custom-made brew plant for Oakham Ales, which can be viewed through a glass wall. The pub’s future is under threat from redevelopment plans. Up to 12 draught ales are on offer plus bottled Belgian beers. Good-value Thai food is served. Furnishings include a mix of leather sofas and low tables plus tables and chairs for diners. Regular weekend entertainment is hosted and a function room is available. Handy for bus and railway stations.
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      Charters
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Town Bridge, PE1 1EH
    


    
      down steps at Town Bridge
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (late Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 315700
    


    
      [image: Website icon] oakhamales.com/charters
    


    Oakham JHB, Citra, Inferno, Bishops Farewell; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Large Dutch barge moored on the River Nene by Town Bridge, the upper deck houses a fine oriental restaurant and food and snacks are also available in the bar. Live music and poetry nights are hosted. Twelve real ales are usually available plus Belgian bottled beers. Outside there is a large garden with a marquee, bar and landing stage for boats. A footpath leads to the Nene Valley Railway and Railworld. The pub gets very busy on football match days. Free use of X-Box Kinect on large-screen TV.
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      Cherry Tree
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      9 Oundle Road, PE2 9PB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 703495
    


    
      [image: Website icon] cherrytree-inn.co.uk
    


    Marston's Pedigree; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 200-year-old pub was converted to a one-bar layout in 1988. Outside is a beer garden, patio and children’s play area. Live music plays every Friday and Saturday night, Tuesday is karaoke night and open mike night is the last Thursday of the month. Football match days are always busy. Pensioners’ lunches are available Monday to Friday. The pub is renowned for its unusual fundraising events for charity and is close to the Nene Valley Railway. Winner of a CAMRA Gold Award in April 2010.
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      Coalheavers Arms
    


    
      5 Park Street, Woodston, PE2 9BH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2 Thu only, 5-11; 12-11 Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 565664
    


    
      [image: Website icon] individualpubs.co.uk/coalheavers
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, friendly, one-room, back-street gem of a local, dating back to the 1850s. Four Milton beers are usually available including a mild, and four guest beers. Traditional cider and Belgian bottled beers are also stocked. The only lager is an English unpasteurised one. The large garden is popular in summer and hosts beer festivals in spring and autumn. Fresh rolls are served and on Sunday doorstep sandwiches stuffed with meat. A free-to-enter quiz is held on Sunday evening.
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      Draper's Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      29-31 Cowgate, PE1 1LZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]8-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 847570
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      City-centre Wetherspoon that started life in 1899 as Armstrong’s drapers and opened as the Draper’s Arms in 2005. The interior is split into intimate spaces by wood-panelled dividers. Good value food is served all day. Ten handpumps serve the regular beers plus a constantly changing selection of guest ales, often from local breweries, and traditional cider is stocked. Regular beer and wine festivals are hosted. Quiz night is Wednesday. Peterborough CAMRA Pub of the Year 2007.
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      Hand & Heart
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      12 Highbury Street, Millfield, PE1 3BE
    


    
      [image:  no image]3 (11 Fri-Sun)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 564653
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Essentially unchanged from when it was built in 1938, this back-street community local is one of Britain’s Real Heritage Pubs. A drinking corridor connects the public bar with its Art Deco fittings to the rear room served by a hatch. At least five real ales are available including one from Oakham. Two beer festivals are held annually. Traditional English and Irish music plays on the third Thursday of the month and a Cheese Club meets on the fourth Thursday. Cambridgeshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010.
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      Ostrich
    
[image:  no image]

    
      17 North Street, PE1 2RA
    


    
      off Westgate
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1am Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 746370
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Ostrich reopened under new ownership in 2009 after major refurbishment, and revived the original name. The U-shaped bar has a small room at one end with a TV and dartboard. The walls are decorated with pictures of historic facts about the pub, bygone breweries and posters of famous acts that have appeared in the city. Up to four regularly changing real ales are on offer, many from local breweries, plus cider on handpump. Live music plays on some weekends. Outside is a small, enclosed patio.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Ploughman
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      1 Staniland Way, Werrington, PE4 6NA
    


    
      [image:  no image]2-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 327696
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a pub with no real ale, the Ploughman has been rejuvenated and is now a thriving community hostelry with five handpumps serving local beers alongside ales from far and wide. It hosts darts and pool teams, holds regular poker nights and has live music at weekends. It holds its annual beer festival in July and is a member of Oakham Ales Oakademy of Excellence. Winner of local CAMRA Branch Gold Award in 2010 and Pub of the Year in 2011.
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      Ramsey
      

    


    
      Jolly Sailor
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      43 Great Whyte, PE26 1HH
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01487 813388
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside; Greene King Abbot; Wells Bombardier; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This Grade II-listed building has been a pub for 400 years. The three linked rooms feature wooden beams dating from various periods in history as the pub has been extended over the years. Pictures and paintings of old Ramsey adorn the walls. A welcoming, friendly hostelry, it attracts a mixed clientele of all ages. Charity nights are held throughout the year. A guest beer is added to the range at weekends. No music or food is available.
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      St Ives
      

    


    
      Oliver Cromwell
    
[image:  no image]

    
      13 Wellington Street, PE27 5AZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (11.30 Thu; 12.30am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 465601
    


    Adnams Bitter, Broadside; Oakham JHB; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Cosy wood-panelled bar near the old St Ives river quay. There was a brewery here for 50 years until 1919, and an old well can be viewed through the pub floor. Two or three guest beers are offered, plus real local Cromwell cider, and an imaginative lunch menu. Entertainment includes live music on Thursday evening and occasional Sunday afternoons. There is a smoking patio at the rear. TV sport is screened on special occasions. Families are welcome until 8pm.
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      St Neots
      

    


    
      Pig 'n' Falcon
    
[image:  no image]

    
      9 New Street, PE19 1AE
    


    
      [image:  no image]10am-midnight (2am Fri & Sat) 11am-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]07951 785678
    


    
      [image: Website icon] pignfalcon.co.uk
    


    Greene King IPA; Oakham Inferno, Citra; Potbelly Best [image: Handpump icon]; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      Local CAMRA’s Most Improved Pub for 2010. This small one-bar town centre venue has at least 10 real ales and four real ciders, focusing on micro-breweries and rare ales including milds, porters, stouts and barley wines. Four beer festivals are held each year. Live jazz, blues and rock nights are hosted on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Outside is a large, imaginative, covered and heated beer garden. CAMRA members receive a discount.
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      Sawston
      

    


    
      Black Bull
    
[image:  no image]

    
      High Street, CB22 3HJ
    


    
      TL485490
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11 (11.30 Fri); 11-11.30 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 835726
    


    
      [image: Website icon] blackbullsawston.com
    


    Milton Pegasus; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Another pub rescued from closure, this traditional family-run hostelry is a welcome new entry in the Guide. The Bull offers the best choice of cask ales in the village, including Milton beers from south of the city and guest beers often from Buntingford. The oldest pub in the village, the Grade II-listed building dates from 1545 and has a wealth of wooden beams, open fires and wonky walls.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](7) [image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Thriplow
      

    


    
      Green Man
    


    
      2 Lower Street, SG8 7RJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-3, 7-11 (not Sun eve)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01763 208855
    


    
      [image: Website icon] greenmanthriplow.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A friendly village local which, despite the name, is entirely blue on the outside. The welcoming interior is furnished and decorated to create a light and airy feel. The beer range varies widely but usually includes ales from East Anglian breweries. Good quality food is on offer – thankfully, without the gastro pretensions of a few years back. No fruit machine, juke-box or TV. There is outside seating, both on the green in front of the pub and in the pleasant garden.
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      Tilbrook
      

    


    
      White Horse
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      High Street, PE28 0JP
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (5.30 Mon)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01480 860764
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whitehorsetilbrook.com
    


    Wells Eagle IPA; Young's Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Two-roomed village pub, dating back in parts to 1735, surrounded by large gardens and open fields. The public bar is furnished with sofas and bar stools and provides darts and hood skittles. There is a large lounge and bright conservatory with further seating. Traditional locally-sourced food is served all day Tuesday to Saturday and lunchtime on Sunday. The garden has swings and slides plus a petting zoo featuring ducks, chickens, goats and a goose.
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      Ufford
      

    


    
      White Hart
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Main Street, PE9 3BH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-9 (6 winter) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01780 740250
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whitehartufford.co.uk
    


    Adnams Bitter; Ufford Golden Drop, White Hart, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This restored 16th-century stone-built village local was a farmhouse until the middle of the last century. The interior comprises a cosy public bar with open log fire and interesting artefacts on the walls and ceilings, plus a bar/restaurant and orangery for diners. Outside is a patio area and large beer garden with tables and children’s play area. Ufford Ales Brewery is located in the car park. Occasional live music plays.
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      Waterbeach
      

    


    
      Sun
    


    
      7 Chapel Street, CB25 9HR
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11; 12-midnight Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 861254
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesunwaterbeach.co.uk
    


    Adnams Broadside; Woodforde's Wherry; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      With a guiding philosophy of ‘good beer, good food, good music’, this village local goes from strength to strength. The small, cosy lounge is dominated by a huge fireplace while the simply-appointed public, with its wood-block floor, is always lively. Behind the bar is a small meetings room and upstairs a function room that hosts regular gigs. A changing guest beer comes from Punch’s Finest Cask range. Beer and music festivals feature on the May and August bank holiday weekends. No food Monday and Sunday evening.
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      Whittlesey
      

    


    
      Boat
    
[image:  no image]

    
      2 Ramsey Road, PE7 1DR
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 202488
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theboatuk.com
    


    Elgood’s Black Dog, Cambridge Bitter, Golden Newt, seasonal beers; guest beers [image: Gravity icon]


    
      This 11th-century inn is mentioned in the Domesday Book. It attracts locals, anglers and visitors, who all receive a warm welcome. The lounge has an unusual boat shaped bar. Bar billiards is played. Up to five traditional ciders and perries supplement the real ales that are all served direct from the cask, and there is a good selection of malt whiskies. Live music plays on Saturday evening. Outside is a petanque terrain. Accommodation is good value. CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2009.
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      George Hotel
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      10 Market Street, PE7 1AB
    


    
      [image:  no image]7am-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]001733 359970
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Built in the late 1700s, the building underwent significant alterations in the mid-19th century and became a Grade II-listed building in 1974. Once a popular locals’ haunt with a basic bar and comfortable lounge, it was then closed and unloved for some time, until it was bought by JD Wetherspoon. It now has several rooms and areas, with wooden decor and carpets throughout. A collection of mirrors, old photographs of the area and information on local historic figures adorns the walls. Up to eight real ales are available.
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      Letter B
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      53-57 Church Street, PE7 1DE
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Fri-Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 206975
    


    Adnams Bitter; Batemans XXXB; Oakham Bishops Farewell; Tydd Steam Scoundrel; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Two-hundred-year-old local community pub near the town centre with a warm welcome for all. It is said to be named the Letter B because there were once so many pubs in Whittlesey that they ran out of names – there was also a Letter A and a Letter C. The landlord is a real ale enthusiast and holds an annual beer festival in the spring. A member of the Oakham Ales Oakademy.
    


    [image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](31,32,33) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Whittlesford
      

    


    
      Bees in the Wall
    


    
      36 North Road, CB22 4NZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6-11 12-2.30, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01223 834289
    


    Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated on the village’s northern edge, this pub really does have bees in one wall. The public bar oozes atmosphere, especially with the fire blazing, and tends to be where the locals gather. Diners favour the long split-level lounge which opens onto a patio, huge paddock-style garden and the pub’s own wood. Two guest beers are always stocked. Evening meals are served Wednesday to Saturday only. The pub may stay open all day during the summer.
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      Willingham
      

    


    
      Duke of Wellington
    


    
      55 Church Street, CB24 5HS
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11 (11.30 Thu & Fri); 12-11.30 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01954 261622
    


    
      [image: Website icon] dukeofwellington-willingham.co.uk
    


    Greene King XX Mild,[image: Gravity icon]; IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Attractive, low-ceilinged village local which makes the most of its exposed beams and three open fires to create a relaxed, rustic feel. The main bar has big scrubbed tables, bare-boarded floors and candelabras, plus an area set aside for dining. Excellent home-cooked food majors on pies and salads. An annual garden party is held over the August bank holiday. Quiz night is Sunday. A rare outlet for Greene King Mild.
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      Wisbech
      

    


    
      Red Lion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      32 North Brink, PE13 1JR
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 6-11; 11.30-2.30, 7-11.30 Sat 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01945 582022
    


    Elgood's Black Dog, Cambridge Bitter, Pageant; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This is the nearest Elgood’s pub to the brewery. It is very comfortable with a pleasant, relaxed atmosphere. Both drinkers and diners are well catered for, with quality ales and excellent food served seven days a week in the revamped split-level restaurant. Wheelchair access is from the rear, where the outdoor drinking area is popular on sunny days.
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      Witcham
      

    


    
      White Horse
    
[image:  no image]

    
      7 Silver Street, CB6 2LF
    


    
      1 mile from A142 jct
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 5-11; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01353 775368
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The only pub in the village, set in an attractive area. Three ever-changing guest beers from regional and local breweries are always available, plus occasional beer festivals. There is a pleasant lounge and dining area, offering a varied home-cooked menu in the evenings plus weekend lunches. The public bar area is basic with darts and a pool table. The village is famous for hosting the annual world pea shooting championship on the second weekend in July.
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      Yaxley
      

    


    
      Duck & Drake
    
[image:  no image]

    
      34 Main Street, PE7 3LY
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01733 240476
    


    Greene King Morland Original, Abbot; Oakham JHB; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The building dates back to the late 17th century, when it was a dwelling house for the Dutchmen who came over to drain the Fens. The main bar is part of the original house, with extensions added over the years. Bought by a local man in 2009, the pub has made a good impression on the local community, and has up to five ales on offer. The separate restaurant serves good value food. Views across the Fens are eye-catching on a clear day.
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      Cheshire

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Agden Wharf
      

    


    
      Barn Owl
    


    
      Warrington Lane, WA13 0SW
    


    
      off A56
    


    
      SJ707872
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 752020
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebarnowlinn.co.uk
    


    Marston’s Burton Bitter, Pedigree; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large and friendly single-room pub set in open countryside alongside the Bridgewater Canal with sweeping views across farmland. Popular with a mixed clientele of all ages, drinkers and diners alike, it is especially busy at mealtimes, and offers pensioners’ specials. A multi-award winner for both food and drink, five ever-changing guest ales from micro-breweries complement the two Marston’s standards. A canalside patio offers alfresco dining in the summer. Live music plays on the last Saturday of the month.
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      Aldford
      

    


    
      Grosvenor Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Chester Road, CH3 6HJ
    


    
      on B5130
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 620228
    


    
      [image: Website icon] grosvenorarms-aldford.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large, stylish, Victorian free house, extremely popular with diners, with an imaginative food menu served until 9pm. Inside there is a lively open-plan wooden bar and attractive terracotta floor with several quieter areas. A pleasant conservatory leads to an outside terrace and lawn with picnic tables. Up to five changing guest ales, always including a Weetwood beer brewed for the pub, are complemented by an extensive range of wines and whiskies. Families are welcome, as are dogs on leads.
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      Alpraham
      

    


    
      Travellers Rest
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Chester Road, CW6 9JA
    


    
      on A51 at N end of village
    


    
      SJ578598
    


    
      [image:  no image]6.30-11; 12-4, 6-11 Sat 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01829 260523
    


    Weetwood Eastgate; Tetley Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Close to the Shropshire Union Canal, this genuine rural free house has been owned and run by the same family for more than 100 years. A former local CAMRA Pub of the Year, the cosy inn is always a delight to visit. The four rooms and their furnishings reflect an era when people had time to sit, sup, talk and relax. Visitors, locals, walkers, cyclists, boaters and passing motorists are always made to feel at home. Limited opening times.
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      Alsager
      

    


    
      Lodge
    
[image:  no image]

    
      88 Crewe Road, ST7 2LX
    


    
      [image:  no image]4-11; 1-midnight Fri & Sat 3-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 873669
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Lodge, a large two-roomed pub, offers an ever-changing range of ales, often sourced from micro-breweries and including ales from its own on-site brewery, Goodall’s. Three draught ciders and a selection of bottled beers are also stocked, and a beer festival is held at Easter. Baps and wraps are available at all times. The garden is popular in summer. The pub is well served by public transport, and there is a public car park to the rear.
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      Appleton Thorn
      

    


    
      Appleton Thorn Village Hall
    


    
      Stretton Road, WA4 4RT
    


    
      SJ637838
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon-Wed; 7.30-11 1-4, 7.30-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 261187
    


    
      [image: Website icon] appletonthornvillagehall.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      CAMRA National Club of the Year 2008, the hall has a comfortable lounge and a larger bar area-cum-function room where regular events are held, including live music, quizzes and an annual beer festival in October. It offers a choice of up to seven changing beers from regional and micro-breweries, and up to eight ciders and a perry. The village hall is the hub of the local community, with popular Sunday lunches a highlight (served 1-3pm). Buses run Friday and Saturday evenings only.
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      Aston
      

    


    
      Bhurtpore Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Wrenbury Road, CW5 8DQ
    


    
      ¼ mile NW from A530 Nantwich-Whitchurch road
    


    
      SJ610469
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6.30-11.30; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 780917
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bhurtpore.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, welcoming, family-run hostelry in a quiet village. The pub’s name refers to the successful siege of Bhurtpore Fort, in Northern India, in 1828, led by Sir Stapleton Cotton, whose portrait appears on the pub sign. Eleven handpumps serve a wide variety of real ales, mainly from small and frequently LocAle brewers, guaranteed to suit all tastes. The inn is renowned for its high quality, locally sourced food, with curries a speciality. The beer festival in July is not to be missed.
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      Barnton
      

    


    
      Barnton Cricket Club
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Broomsedge, Townfield Lane, CW8 4QL
    


    
      200m from A533 via Stoneheyes Lane
    


    
      SJ631757
    


    
      [image:  no image]6.30 (12 Sat summer, 4 Sat winter)-11 (midnight Tue, Fri & Sat; 12.30am Thu) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01606 77702
    


    
      [image: Website icon] barntoncc.co.uk
    


    Hydes Dark Mild, 1863; Theakston Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A multiple winner of CAMRA Branch and Regional Club of the Year awards, this busy club is as popular as ever. As well as the attractions of multiple sports – seven cricket teams, six squash teams, 10 bowling teams, poker, darts, dominoes and pool – there are three to four guest beers sourced from micro-breweries and a popular beer festival in November each year. Meals are available Thursday to Sunday evenings and Sunday lunchtime.
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      Barthomley
      

    


    
      White Lion
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Audley Road, CW2 5PG
    


    
      jct of Audley Road and Radway Green Rd
    


    
      SJ767524
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 882242
    


    Jennings Cumberland Ale, Cocker Hoop, Sneck Lifter; Mansfield Cask Ale; Marston's Burton Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This classic 15th-century thatched pub stands in an idyllic village location close to the church and river. Real fires welcome you to the main bar with its wood panelling and exposed beams, and to the more rustic upper room with wooden settles and benches. There is a small third room, no less delightful, and outside there is a patio area with tables, and seating to the front where you can watch the world go by.
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      Bollington
      

    


    
      Cock & Pheasant
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      15 Bollington Road, SK10 5EJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 573289
    


    Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Storm Bosley Cloud; Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large, popular pub on the main road entering Bollington, dating from 1756. Low ceilings and a stone-flagged floor make for a cosy bar, with a separate secluded dining area. A conservatory, patio and children’s play area cater for all tastes. A regular outlet for Storm and Wincle local breweries, the range of well-kept cask ales complements good food from a varied menu served daily until 9pm. The bus stops right outside the front door.
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      Poachers Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      95 Ingersley Road, SK10 5RE
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2 (not Mon), 5.30-11 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 572086
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thepoachers.org
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly and welcoming family-run free house near the Gritstone Way. The licensee enthusiastically supports local breweries, including the nearby Happy Valley Brewery, with a range of five ales. Belgian beers are available in bottle. The interior is divided into comfortable seating areas, and outside there is a suntrap garden for the summer. Well regarded, good value, home-prepared food is served. Events include Wednesday pie night and a monthly quiz. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010. The pub has featured in the Guide for more than 10 consecutive years.
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      Vale Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      29-31 Adlington Road, SK10 5JT
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 575147
    


    
      [image: Website icon] valeinn.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Single-room, family-run free house dating from the 1860s. The brewery tap for the nearby Bollington Brewing Company, it features three to five of its beers plus one or two guests, often from local breweries. Seasonal mini beer festivals are also held. Known for excellent home-cooked food, the pub is popular with the local community as well as walkers and bikers using the nearby canal and Middlewood Way footpath. It sponsors the local cricket team and games can be watched from the beer garden. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008.
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      Bunbury
      

    


    
      Nag's Head
    


    
      Vicarage Lane, CW6 9PB
    


    
      [image:  no image]10am-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01829 260027
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A traditional inn in the centre of this pleasant village – lively conversation in both bars helps to create a friendly atmosphere. Sports memorabilia decorate the public bar. Classic pub grub is served at reasonable prices. The four guest beers generally include representations from local breweries. Situated between the A49 and A51, it is well-worth making a detour to seek out this pub.
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      Burtonwood
      

    


    
      Fiddle i’ th' Bag
    


    
      Alder Lane, WA5 4BJ
    


    
      SJ584929
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 4.45-11; 12-11 Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 225442
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      On a country road running parallel with the M62, this shrine to early 20th century recorded music is famous for its eccentric advertising and enthusiastic staff who wend their way through an ever increasing range of nostalgic oddities that crowd every spare inch of space. Three handpumps dispense ever-changing beers. Tasting glasses are enthusiastically offered so that drinkers can make an informed choice.
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      Chester
      

    


    
      Bear & Billet
    


    
      94 Lower Bridge Street, CH1 1RU
    


    
      near Old Dee Bridge
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (11.30 Thu; 12.30am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 311886
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bearandbillet.com
    


    Okells Bitter, IPA; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Listed, three-storey, 17th-century building that looms over the busy street and nearby Roman walls, with a welcoming, friendly feel. Alongside the Okells and local guest ales there is a full, traditional food menu and a selection of wines. Decorative features complement tables in assorted sizes, low timber beams and a log fire. Sport is often shown on TV in the bars, but you can escape to the dining and function rooms.
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      Brewery Tap
    
[image:  no image]

    
      52-54 Lower Bridge Street, CH1 1RU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 340999
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-tap.co.uk
    


    Spitting Feathers Thirstquencher, Old Wavertonian; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A former Jacobean banqueting hall, the inn won CAMRA’s English Heritage Conservation and Conversion to Pub Use awards in 2009. Charles I stayed in the Grade II-listed building in 1645. Reached by steps from the street, this city-centre pub’s stone floors, high ceilings and tapestries create a terrific ambience. A comprehensive, changing list of real ales from micros, many local, complements the house beers. The food is inventive and freshly prepared. An unmissable gem.
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      Carlton Tavern
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      1 Hartington Street, Handbridge, CH4 7BN
    


    
      [image:  no image]4-11.30 (midnight Fri); 12-midnight Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 674821
    


    Hydes Original Bitter, seasonal beers; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional pub in a residential area, enthusiastically managed and presented by a knowledgeable licensee and staff. Recently redecorated throughout to a high standard, the lounge and separate bar are both served from a central facility. The bar has a pool table, darts and other pub games, plus a large TV for sport. The Hydes’ beers are complemented by a changing ale mainly from a local micro. Regular festivals are held with a good variety of guest beers.
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      Mill Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Milton Street, CH1 3NF
    


    
      by canal E of inner ring road A51/A56 jct
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 350035
    


    
      [image: Website icon] millhotel.com
    


    Coach House Mill Premium; Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Phoenix Corn Mill; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      City-centre hotel housed in a former corn mill alongside the Shropshire canal and dating back to 1830. A large range of cask beers is served from over a dozen handpumps, including a guest mild, local and regional bitters and real cider. Food ranges from bar snacks to full restaurant service. Three large TV screens ensure sports fans don’t miss any of the action. Outside is a small drinking area overlooking the canal.
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      Old Harkers Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Russell Street, CH3 5AL
    


    
      down steps off City Road to canal towpath
    


    
      SJ412666
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 344525
    


    
      [image: Website icon] harkersarms-chester.co.uk
    


    Brunning & Price Original; Flowers Original; Weetwood Cheshire Cat; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Upmarket pub converted from the derelict lower ground floor of a Victorian canalside warehouse. Bookcases, prints, wooden flooring and traditional wooden furniture feature throughout the interior. Blackboard listings offer imaginative tasting notes to help you choose from the variety of nine or so beers on offer, many from independent micro-breweries. Stout, porter, often a mild, and cider in summer all feature. Food is available all day with booking recommended at busy periods. Pedestrianisation allows level access and an alfresco drinking area.
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      Pied Bull
    
[image:  no image]

    
      57 Northgate Street, CH1 2HQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 325829
    


    
      [image: Website icon] piedbull.co.uk
    


    Adnams Broadside; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A pub with lots of character right in the centre of the city. The interior features extensive wood panelling and a large, ornate but unused fireplace with an old tapestry above it. The large open bar area has a cosy room leading off it, home to a local walking group. A popular quiz is held on Thursday evening. The owners are enthusiastic real ale fans and have recently opened a micro-brewery on the premises. Food is served throughout the day.
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      Telford's Warehouse
    


    
      Tower Wharf, CH1 4EZ
    


    
      off Raymond Street
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (1am Wed; 12.30am Thu; 2am Fri & Sat) 12-1am Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 390090
    


    
      [image: Website icon] telfordswarehousechester.com
    


    Thwaites Original; Weetwood Cheshire Cat; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Converted warehouse overlooking the Shropshire Union canal with a large glass frontage providing fine views of the canal basin, and an outdoor drinking area. The lower bar, usually open in the evenings, features a stage for live music events. Food is served in the main bar and an upstairs restaurant. Three guest ales are always available from local micros and independents, plus a small selection of international bottled beers and cider. There may be an admission charge on evenings when live bands are playing.
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      Congleton
      

    


    
      Beartown Tap
    
[image:  no image]

    
      18 Willow Street, CW12 1RL
    


    
      [image:  no image]4 (12 Sat & Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 270990
    


    
      [image: Website icon] beartownbrewery.co.uk/tap.htm
    


    Beartown Bearskinful, Honey Bear, Kodiak Gold, Polar Eclipse, Ursa Major; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Arguably the best-known pub in Congleton, situated just feet from the brewery. Eight ales are available with at least seven from Beartown Brewery and an occasional guest, often from a smaller brewery. Real cider is available all year round. Various events including shove-ha’penny and maggot racing help give the Tap a real community feel.
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      Congleton Leisure Centre
    


    
      Worrall Street, CW12 1DT
    


    
      [image:  no image]7-10.30; closed Sat 8-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 529502
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A municipal leisure centre bar open to all, not just those participating in sporting activities. Ales usually include one from Copper Dragon plus one or two from micro-breweries. Popular beer festivals are held in March and October with a range of 20 ales plus a couple of real ciders. The venue has a welcoming atmosphere, with local CAMRA newsletters by the bar and an array of pump clips on the walls. Five minutes’ walk from the bus station.
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      Queen's Head Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Park Lane, CW12 3DE
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sat)-midnight 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 272546
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Next to the Cheshire canal and railway station, this town pub is an ideal destination for the beer tourist. The range includes three regular ales plus three guests, often from Storm, Wincle, Coach House or Titanic. Pool, darts and boules are played. Good pub grub is available lunchtimes and evenings. Accommodation has been upgraded (booking advisable). Sport on TV is an attraction and can be viewed on sensible-sized screens around the pub.
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      Waggon & Horses
    


    
      West Road, CW12 4HN
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 271680
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thewaggonandhorsescongleton.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Community local situated on a traffic island in the West Heath area of Congleton. The beer choice takes full advantage of the breadth of Marston’s group of breweries, with up to six ales available, often including a mild. The pub is busy with football followers at the weekend, and during the week darts, pool and the quiz are popular. Live music plays fortnightly on Saturday.
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      Crewe
      

    


    
      Borough Arms
    


    
      33 Earle Street, CW1 2BG
    


    
      on Earle Street Bridge
    


    
      SJ707557
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Fri & Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 254999
    


    
      [image: Website icon] borougharmscrewe.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, popular free house near the town centre. A split-level single bar serves three distinct drinking areas. A further large room downstairs leads to a sheltered walled beer garden. The absence of pool, music and gaming machines encourages earnest conversation. Nine handpumps serve a wide range of ales, mainly from small and micro-brewers. Pale hoppier beers are the mainstay here, but darker beers make regular appearances. Home to the Borough Arms Brewery.
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      Hops
    
[image:  no image]

    
      8-10 Prince Albert Street, CW1 2DF
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (5 Mon)-11.30 12-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 211100
    


    Townhouse Enigma; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, family-run free house, voted CAMRA Cheshire Pub of the Year for 2011, in a quiet part of the town centre. There is a comfortable bar downstairs, more seating on the first floor, and an outside space for fine weather. The Townhouse house beer is joined by four guest ales, usually from local micro-breweries. A comprehensive range of Belgian beers, bottled and on draught, is always available. Lunchtime meals are served Wednesday to Saturday. CAMRA members are offered a discount on real ale on Monday night.
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      Culcheth
      

    


    
      Cherry Tree
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      35 Common Lane, WA3 4EX
    


    
      on B5207, 400m from A574
    


    
      SJ653952
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 762624
    


    Greene King Abbot; Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large open-plan pub with an emphasis on dining offering regular meal deals. Food is served all day until 9.30pm. Three changing guest beers are offered, usually at least one from a local brewery. Sport is shown on TV, including 3-D in the bar area. Quiz night is Wednesday, and there is a disco on Friday and Saturday. Outside is a large, impressive smokers’ area with a tree growing in the middle. Free WiFi is available. There is a public car park at the rear.
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      Disley
      

    


    
      White Lion
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      135 Buxton Road, SK12 2HA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30 (6.30 Mon)-11 (12.30am Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01663 762800
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whitelion-disley.co.uk
    


    Thornbridge Wild Swan; Jennings Cumberland Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large white-painted pub on the A6 towards the easterly end of the village. It offers eight real ales; six are constantly changing beers from SIBA member micro-breweries. The contemporary, largely open-plan interior has a separate dog room with blankets, water bowls and canine dinners. A comprehensive and varied food menu is served all day (except Mon) until 9pm. Quiz night is Thursday and live entertainment is hosted on the last Saturday of the month. A short walk from Peak Forest Canal (bridge 26).
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      Dutton
      

    


    
      Tunnel Top
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Northwich Road, WA4 4JY
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01928 718181
    


    
      [image: Website icon] tunneltop.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly village pub at the heart of the local community, with two seating areas and a more formal restaurant space. There is also a separate sports pavilion that houses an eight-foot screen for football and other sports. Two handpumps dispense beers from local breweries. The pub was recently under threat of being converted into flats until a joint effort from locals and CAMRA members managed to halt this.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Frodsham
      

    


    
      Helter Skelter
    
[image:  no image]

    
      31 Church Street, WA6 6PN
    


    
      SJ518777
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (11.30 Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01928 733361
    


    
      [image: Website icon] helterskelter-frodsham.co.uk
    


    Weetwood Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Drinkers enjoy a cosy, friendly atmosphere at the bar in this popular single-room pub situated in a busy shopping area. Seating is at ground level and also on a raised area towards the rear. There are eight handpumps – the local Weetwood beer is always available alongside ales from other Cheshire and Northern micros and a changing real cider or perry. The proprietors work hard to source beers from new breweries.
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      Grappenhall
      

    


    
      Bellhouse Club
    


    
      Bellhouse Farm, Bellhouse Lane, WA4 2SG
    


    
      200m off A50
    


    
      SJ642862
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11 (midnight Fri); 12-midnight Sat 12-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 268633
    


    
      [image: Website icon] grappenhall.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Part of the Community Centre, this thriving club is near the cobbled Grappenhall village. Regularly changing beers, mainly from micros and regionals, are served from the main bar, which services a large, quiet lounge area and games room. The club is home to 40 groups and offers traditional games like darts and dominoes, a quiz on Wednesday and live football fixtures on large-screen HD TV. A beer festival is held in May in the Old Barne. CAMRA members are welcome.
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      Great Sankey
      

    


    
      Chapel House
    


    
      380 Liverpool Road, WA5 1RU
    


    
      [image:  no image]4 (3 Fri; 12 Sat)-midnight 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 488860
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional two-roomed pub with a large lounge split into two areas and a smaller, separate bar. A friendly local with a strong community focus, it caters for all age groups. Two cask beers are usually on sale with one from a family brewer such as Timothy Taylor or Black Sheep and the second from a micro-brewery. Wednesday is pie night when football is shown in the smaller of the two lounge areas.
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      Higher Burwardsley
      

    


    
      Pheasant Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Barracks Lane, CH3 9PF
    


    
      access from A534 of A41
    


    
      SJ523566
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01829 770434
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thepheasantinn.co.uk
    


    Weetwood Best Bitter, Eastgate, Oasthouse Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Delightful country inn high in the Peckforton Hills with glorious views across the Cheshire Plain to the Clwydian mountains and handy for ramblers walking the nearby Sandstone Trail. The Pheasant is popular for its wholesome meals prepared from fresh, locally-sourced produce (no food Mon afternoon). The guest beer is usually from a local micro. Accommodation is in 12 en-suite rooms housed in old Cheshire sandstone buildings.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Houghton Green
      

    


    
      Millhouse
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Ballater Drive, WA2 0LX
    


    
      SJ623915
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (11.30 Tue & Thu; midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 831189
    


    Holt Mild, Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Built in the 1980s to cater for the expanding new estates of North Warrington, this large two-roomed open-plan pub is a popular community local. It has a spacious bar/games room with darts and pool, and a large lounge where quizzes take place on Tuesday and Thursday nights, and live music on Saturday. Food is served until 9pm (6pm Sun).
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      Plough
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Mill Lane, WA2 0SU
    


    
      off Delph Lane
    


    
      SJ622918
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 (11.30 Thu & Sat; midnight Fri) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 815409
    


    Wells Bombardier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Set between the M62 and the estates of north Warrington, this pub is popular for both beer and food. It now offers up to seven changing cask beers alongside the regular Bombardier, with a focus on local brewers. The modern, open-plan interior complements the pub’s 1774 origins. A new outdoor drinking/dining area is a further attraction in the summer months. Food is served until 9pm seven days a week. Quiz night is Thursday.
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      Kettleshulme
      

    


    
      Swan
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Macclesfield Road, SK23 7QU
    


    
      on B5470
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (5.30 Mon)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01663 732943
    


    
      [image: Website icon] verynicepubs.co.uk/swankettleshulme
    


    Marston’s Burton Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, idyllic, 15th-century stone building with a quaint interior featuring timber beams, stone fireplaces and a real fire. Two or three changing guest beers, usually from quality micros, are always available, and a small beer festival takes place in early September. Food is of high quality from an interesting, ever-changing menu (booking advisable). Situated in the Peak District National Park, surrounded by good walking country, families and walkers are welcome. Outside there are two patios for warmer weather.
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      Kingsley
      

    


    
      Red Bull
    


    
      The Brow, WA6 8AN
    


    
      100m from B5153
    


    
      SJ522748
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5.30-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01928 788097
    


    
      [image: Website icon] redbullpub.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      There has been a pub on this site since 1771, first recorded as the Board in 1822. After a brief spell as the Dog & Bull, it was renamed the Red Bull in 1834. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year in 2008 and 2010, it offers a changing selection of six real ales, usually including a dark beer. Food is served daily until 9pm (not Mon eve), with fresh fish specials on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
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      Knutsford
      

    


    
      Cross Keys Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      52 King Street, WA16 6DT
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2.30, 5.30-11; 11.30-midnight Fri & Sat 11.30-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01565 750404
    


    
      [image: Website icon] crosskeysknutsford.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This former 18th-century coaching inn is now a friendly and lively town-centre pub with modern accommodation. The lounge and vault are separated by an unusual wood and glass partition, while the dining area, reached via stairs from the lounge, has been converted from the cellar. Food is available Tuesday to Sunday with a wide choice of bar meals at lunchtime. Two or three guest beers are usually available, including at least one from a Cheshire brewery.
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      Lord Eldon
    
[image:  no image]

    
      27 Tatton Street, WA16 6AD
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Thu-Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01565 652261
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 300-year-old pub with sundial and hanging baskets has a surprisingly spacious interior, with a large bar area with a real fire and three separate rooms leading from it. It is generously decorated with horse brasses and pictures, many of old Knutsford. At the rear is a pleasant beer garden. Live music features twice a week, open mike on Thursday and live bands on Saturday. One of the guest ales is usually from a local brewery.
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      Little Bollington
      

    


    
      Swan with Two Nicks
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Park Lane, WA14 4TJ
    


    
      off A56
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]0161 928 2914
    


    Greene King Abbot; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Classic country pub at the rear of National Trust Dunham Park, 10 minutes’ walk from Bollin Gate and handy for boaters on the Bridgewater Canal. Food is served all day until 9pm (8pm Sun) with vegetarian and gluten-free options available in the spacious restaurant to the rear. Seven handpumps usually include four beers from Dunham Massey. The house beer, Swan With Two Nicks, is brewed by Coach House. Children are welcome and dogs too.
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      Lower Peover
      

    


    
      Crown
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Crown Lane, WA16 9QB
    


    
      on B5081 off A50 S of Knutsford
    


    
      SJ737735
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 5.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01565 722074
    


    Caledonian Deuchars IPA; Flowers IPA; Tatton Gold; Taylor Landlord; Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A genuine country pub with attentive staff and a warm welcome. It offers an excellent range of beers – the always available Crown Mild is a rebadged Woodlands Mild. The front bar with its stone floor and low ceilings welcomes dogs and their well-behaved owners. With a homely menu of quality produce and tip-top beer, the Crown is well-worth a visit.
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      Lower Stretton
      

    


    
      Ring o’ Bells
    


    
      Northwich Road, WA4 4NZ
    


    
      on A559 just off jct 10 M56
    


    
      SJ622818
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon; 2 Tue), 5.30-11; 12-3, 5.30-midnight Fri; 12-3, 6-11 Sat 12-4, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 730556
    


    Fuller's London Pride; Tetley Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A previous local CAMRA Pub of the Year, this is one of the few traditional village locals left south of Warrington. Conversation and banter predominate in the main room, served by a single bar, but refuge can be sought in one of two side rooms for a quiet drink. There is a twice-monthly Monday night quiz when the pub can get very busy. Boules is played outside on a pitch next to the car park.
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      Macclesfield
      

    


    
      Baths Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      40 Green Street, SK10 1JH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 262884
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bathshotel.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly corner-terrace pub situated just out of the town centre but within easy walk of the bus and rail stations. Recently in new hands, it is now one of a growing number of free houses in the town. Three handpumps supply two regular beers and one guest, giving the Baths a very individual feel. Evening meals are served every day including must-try home-made pizza plus popular Sunday lunch roast.
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      Dolphin
    
[image:  no image]

    
      76 Windmill Street, SK11 7HS
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 616179
    


    Robinson's Hatters Mild, Dizzy Blonde, Unicorn, seasonal [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This family-run local has separate public and lounge bars and an open fire in winter adding to the warm and friendly feel. The regulars participate in a number of traditional pub sports. Four handpumps offer a range of beers throughout the year, with Old Tom in winter. A good range of malt whiskies is available. Home-cooked food is served on Friday and Saturday lunchtimes. CAMRA Branch Pub of the Year.
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      Railway View
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Byrons Lane, SK11 7JW
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 423657
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An attractive local free house with stone-flagged floors serving a constantly changing selection of four real ales, with reduced prices on Monday night. Real fires add warmth during the winter months. Seasonal mini beer festivals, live music on Friday night and a Sunday quiz are regular events. The pub is home to local dominoes, crib, darts, bar skittles and pool teams, and has a football side in the local league. Very busy with fans when Macclesfield FC play at home.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](9,14) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Society Rooms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Park Green, SK11 7NA
    


    
      [image:  no image]9-midnight (11 Jan); 9-1am (midnight Jan) Fri & Sat
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 507320
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large, stone-built Wetherspoon conversion of an 18th-century vicarage and college – hence the name. Divided internally into two large areas, the central location means the pub is busy with shoppers and families during the day, enjoying good value food and drinks. The bar gets more lively and bustling on weekend evenings although it is possible to find quieter corners. It offers six constantly-changing guest beers and hosts mini-beer festivals showcasing regional breweries.
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      Waters Green Tavern
    
[image:  no image]

    
      96 Waters Green, SK11 6LH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5.30 (7 Sat)-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 422653
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Award-winning hostelry close to both rail and bus stations, making it an ideal waiting room. Now a free house, the pub continues to trade on its core strengths of beer quality and a welcoming atmosphere. Recently renovated externally to its former glory, improvements have been made to the interior as well. Great value home-cooked food is served every lunchtime Monday to Saturday. A choice of up to seven beers is offered from the north-west and beyond.
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      Marton
      

    


    
      Davenport
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Congleton Road, SK11 9HF
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 6-11; 12-midnight Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 224269
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thedavenportarms.co.uk
    


    Courage Directors; Theakston Black Bull; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Gastro-pub with a large garden and patio area with an established reputation for good fresh food – Tuesday curry night is a highlight. Locals as well as diners appreciate the conscientious management of beer quality, with two regular beers supplemented by one or two guests, often from local brewery Storm. The bar staff are very attentive and knowledgeable and the licensees are always happy to field comments and suggestions for ale changes.
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      Mobberley
      

    


    
      Bull's Head
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Mill Lane, WA16 7HX
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01565 873395
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebullsheadpub.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      ‘Local and proud’ is the billing for this excellent country inn. The cobbled frontage is a promise of the delights within: three open fires, stone floors, candle-lit tables and low beams. Exposed Cheshire brick and the old back-to-back fireplace remain. Five Cheshire beers are part of the ethos of the pub along with good freshly cooked food. Each pump has tasting notes and tasters are offered to help you decide.
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      Railway
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Station Road, WA16 6LA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (1am Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01565 873155
    


    
      [image: Website icon] railwayinnpub.co.uk
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter; Dunham Massey Big Tree Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Comfortable and welcoming country pub with a real fire and separate dining room. The railway theme includes framed buttons and badges, pictures and photographs, plus a full-sized semaphore signal in the car park. Very much a community venue, it is home to many pub teams, supports charities and hosts a music quiz using vinyl records. Cheshire ales from Dunham Massey, Tatton and Storm feature regularly. Meals are served daily.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Nantwich
      

    


    
      Black Lion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      29 Welsh Row, CW5 5ED
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 5-11; 12-11 Thu-Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 628711
    


    Weetwood Best Bitter, Cheshire Cat [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Three-hundred-and-fifty-year-old black and white timbered pub on the fringe of the main shopping area, with a tranquil, relaxed atmosphere. The interior comprises a front room with roaring fire, a back room and a cosy quaint snug, all with original wooden floors, plus a conservatory to the side and an upstairs lounge. Guest beers tend to come from north-west breweries. Home-cooked food is available daily (not Mon).
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      Crown Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      24 High Street, CW5 5AS
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 625283
    


    
      [image: Website icon] crownhotelnantwich.com
    


    Woodlands Crown Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This Grade II-listed building burnt down in the Great Fire of Nantwich in 1583, but was quickly rebuilt. The traditional bar offers a range of guest beers, often LocAle, and a house ale brewed by Woodlands. An Italian restaurant leads off the bar. A pianist makes regular appearances throughout the week and occasional entertainment upstairs includes a monthly film night and live music. The pub hosts an annual Easter jazz and blues festival. Sky Sports is screened.
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      Globe
    
[image:  no image]

    
      100 Audlem Road, CW5 7EA
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 623374
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theglobenantwich.co.uk
    


    Woodlands Drummer Bitter, Light Oak, Oak Beauty, Best Bitter, Globe Bitter, General's Tipple; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Nantwich brewery Woodlands acquired and totally refurbished its only tied house in 2007 to serve as the brewery tap. Nine handpumps offer the full range with seasonal specials and an additional guest beer sourced elsewhere. There is a comfortable bar and a large restaurant area where excellent home-cooked meals are served until 9pm (8pm Sun). This is a friendly local with occasional live music and other community activities.
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      Northwich
      

    


    
      Penny Black
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      110 Witton Street, CW9 5AB
    


    
      SJ661740
    


    
      [image:  no image]8am-11 (midnight Thu; 1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01606 42029
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Eight guest beers are available in this Wetherspoon conversion of the Grade II-listed former town post office dating back to 1914. Large and mainly open plan, quiet TVs screen news channels with subtitles. Free WiFi is available. Cheshire brewed beers are often to be found on the bar and at least one darker beer (mild, stout or porter). The car park is behind the pub off Meadow Street immediately after the new Royal Mail sorting office.
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      Penketh
      

    


    
      Ferry Tavern
    


    
      Station Road, WA5 2UJ
    


    
      SJ563866
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3.30 (not Mon), 5.30-11 (11.30 Fri); 12-11.30 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 791117
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theferrytavern.com
    


    Boddingtons Bitter; Greene King Ruddles County, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Opened in 1762, the Ferry Tavern is accessed by crossing the railway to Fiddlers Ferry Power Station and the St Helens Canal. The pub itself looks out onto the River Mersey. Six real ales are offered, three regularly changing, and a good selection of malt whiskies is stocked. The pub is renowned for hosting events including the music festival Glastonferry and an annual vintage car rally.
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      Runcorn
      

    


    
      Ferry Boat
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      10 Church Street, WA7 1LR
    


    
      [image:  no image]8-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01928 583380
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; Marston's Pedigree; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Located in the centre of the old town, one minute from the main bus station, this Wetherspoon shop conversion takes its name from the ferry service that once linked Runcorn with Widnes on the opposite bank of the River Mersey. An attractive, spacious, open-plan pub, the interior is divided into several distinct seating areas and food is served all day. The pub has an enclosed, heated, decked patio to the rear.
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      Sandbach
      

    


    
      Lower Chequer
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Crown Bank, CW11 1FW
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (6 Mon-Wed; 5 Thu)-11 summer; 1 (6 Mon-Wed, 5 Thu)-11 winter 12 (1 winter)-10.30 Sun
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A warm welcome is assured from the award-winning licensees who have rejuvenated this black and white timbered pub set back to the rear of the cobbled square. Dating from 1570, the interior has two rooms, and outside there is seating to the front and a marquee and patio to the rear. Six real ales are on offer, all from small breweries, with Beartown Kodiak Gold and Wood Shropshire Lad the regulars. There is always a porter, mild or stout available.
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      Sarn
      

    


    
      Queen's Head
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Sarn Road, SY14 7LN
    


    
      off B5069 Threapwood Road
    


    
      SJ440447
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 6 (12 Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01948 770244
    


    
      [image: Website icon] queensheadsarn.co.uk
    


    Marston's Burton Bitter; Taylor Golden Best; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, friendly village pub, known locally as The Sarn and renowned for its home-made, locally-sourced food. A twin-roomed pub with adjoining dining area, the homely lounge has a real fire and pool can be played in the games room. Outside, the covered patio is next to a converted water mill on Wych Brook. The guest beer is usually from a local micro-brewery and the pub provides a rare outlet for Taylor’s light mild.
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      Scholar Green
      

    


    
      Rising Sun
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Station Road, ST7 3JT
    


    
      off A34
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5-11.30; 9.30-midnight Fri; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01782 776235
    


    
      [image: Website icon] risingsuncheshire.co.uk
    


    Jennings Cocker Hoop; Marston's Burton Bitter, Pedigree [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A lovely village inn comprising a main bar and adjoining restaurant with beamed ceilings and real fires. Set in an area that is ideal for walking and close to the local canal, it is popular with locals and visitors alike. The pub serves five real ales including two rotating guests from Jennings, Wychwood and Marston’s.
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      Spurstow
      

    


    
      Yew Tree
    


    
      Long Lane, CW6 9RD
    


    
      E of A49, near Bunbury
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01829 260274
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theyewtreebunbury.com
    


    Stonehouse Station Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This superb village pub, built in the 19th century, reopened after a full internal refurbishment, and it is well-worth a visit. At least six real ales are offered, including the house ale Stonehouse Station Bitter and rotating guests. The menu is first rate, featuring local produce and suppliers wherever possible. Numerous special events are hosted throughout the year.
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      Stoak
      

    


    
      Bunbury Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Little Stanney Lane, CH2 4HW
    


    
      signed from A5117 near M53/M56 interchange
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01244 301665
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Extended 17th century red-brick building with moorings on the Shropshire Union Canal a few hundred yards away. Both the small snug and open-plan, wood-beamed lounge feature real fires. Beers, often from local breweries, are served from four handpumps. The pub is busy with diners all year and is a popular stop-off for cyclists and walkers in summer. Outside, there is a patio with heaters. Cheshire Oaks Retail Park, Blue Planet Aquarium and Ellesmere Port Boat Museum are close by. Dogs are welcome in the public bar.
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      Sutton
      

    


    
      Church House
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Church Lane, SK11 0DS
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 252436
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly brick-built pub, popular with locals. In a good position on the main road to Langley village, it is also a favourite venue for walkers and cyclists exploring the nearby Macclesfield Forest. Three regular ales are supplemented by two from the Punch list. Dogs and children are welcome. It is near to the Jarman Farm Caravan Club campsite.
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      Sutton Hall
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Bullocks Lane, SK11 0HE
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01260 253211
    


    
      [image: Website icon] suttonhall.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Splendid 480-year-old manor house set in its own grounds, close to the Macclesfield Canal. Tastefully refurbished by Brunning & Price, it won the 2010 CAMRA National Pub Design Refurbishment Award. The interior is notable for its many secluded areas, snug, library and seven dining areas. While there is a strong focus on food, with an excellent menu, drinkers are more than welcome to enjoy the five real ales on offer, often from local breweries. Complemented by lovely gardens, this is a real gem.
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      Swettenham
      

    


    
      Swettenham Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Swettenham Village, Nr Congleton, CW12 2LF
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01477 571284
    


    
      [image: Website icon] swettenhamarms.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Established country restaurant and pub with a small bar area and separate function room. Set in beautiful countryside, it is popular with walkers. The beer is well-tended by a committed and enthusiastic real ale fan. The frequently changing range of at least three ales is regularly supplemented with beers from local breweries including Tatton in Knutsford and Storm in Macclesfield. There is fresh coffee for the driver.
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      Tarvin
      

    


    
      Stamford Bridge
    


    
      Tarvin Road, Stamford Bridge, CH3 7HN
    


    
      on B5132, close to jct with A51
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01829 740229
    


    
      [image: Website icon] stamfordbridgeinn.co.uk
    


    Brimstage Piffle; Theakston Best Bitter; Weetwood Best Bitter, Old Dog; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Large refurbished former coaching inn on Watling Street old Roman road. The interior features a two-level, open-plan dining area and bar and lounge areas with two real fires. The pub specialises in food – Sunday roasts are popular and booking is recommended. There is a large lawn with a children’s play area, and children are welcome inside until 7pm. Camping and caravan facilities are available nearby.
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      Tushingham
      

    


    
      Blue Bell Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      SY13 4QS
    


    
      signed Bell o' t' Hill from A41
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-2, 6-11 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01948 662172
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bluebellinn.net
    


    Oakham JHB; Salopian Shropshire Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Magnificent timber-framed 17th-century pub with plenty of atmosphere. A cobbled front leads to an ancient front door. One wall in the dining room reveals part of the original wattle and daub. Well-behaved dogs are welcome. Four caravan pitches are available in the paddock.
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      Warmingham
      

    


    
      Bear's Paw
    
[image:  no image]

    
      School Lane, CW11 3QN
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01270 526 317
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebearspaw.co.uk
    


    Beartown Kodiak Gold; Weetwood Best Bitter, Eastgate, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A welcome return to the Guide for this pub which has been much refurbished after extensive fire damage. The Bear’s Paw is now part of the same chain as the Grosvenor at Pulford and Pheasant at Higher Burwardsley – and it shows. Wood panels and bare floorboards dominate, creating a comfortable and homely feel. An extensive food menu is available with most food sourced locally. The cider is usually Westons 1st Quality.
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      Warrington
      

    


    
      Albion
    
[image:  no image]

    
      94 Battersby Lane, WA2 7EG
    


    
      200m N of A57/A49 jct
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (10 Sat)-midnight; 12-1am Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 231820
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A previous winner of CAMRA Champion Pub of Cheshire, this large, multi-roomed community pub is on the edge of the town centre. The rooms all have character, including the reading room, and the pub supports both sports teams and community activities. Regular live music plays on Saturday night. Beer festivals are held in May, August, October and over the Christmas period. Snacks and light meals are available lunchtimes daily and 5-8pm Tuesday-Friday evenings (no food Mon). Sunday roasts are a highlight.
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      Lower Angel
    


    
      27 Buttermarket Street, WA1 2LY
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Sat) 12-4 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01925 653326
    


    Tetley Bitter; Theakston Mild; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Lower Angel has now returned to its former glory. This two-roomed, friendly, town-centre hostelry offers up to six guest beers at any one time. It is also home to the Tipsy Angel Brewery – a one-barrel plant set up in 2010. Much Walker’s Brewery memorabilia is a reminder of the pub’s former ownership.
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      Tavern
    


    
      25 Church Street, WA1 2SS
    


    
      [image:  no image]2-11; 12-11.30 Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Warrington town centre’s oldest true free house, now the main outlet for the 4T’s Brewery, and offering a wide range of up to eight beers. The single main room has a wood floor and furnishings, with an emphasis on sport on TV, especially football and Rugby League. Smokers also have a TV in the rear covered courtyard. A range of Scotch and Irish whiskies is available. At weekends extra cask beers are pulled into the Tavern Music Bar next door.
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      Willey Moor
      

    


    
      Willey Moor Lock Tavern
    


    
      Tarporley Road, SY13 4HF
    


    
      300m from A49
    


    
      SJ534452
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6-11 12-2.30, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01948 663274
    


    
      [image: Website icon] WilleyMoorLock.co.uk
    


    Greene King Abbot, Old Speckled Hen; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Reached by a footbridge over the Llangollen Canal, the Willey Moor is a former lock-keeper’s cottage and is popular with canal boaters and walkers. There is a range of at least three beers, rising to six in summer. The interior is decorated with local watercolour paintings and a collection of teapots. It has an outside terrace and an enclosed beer garden.
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      Wilmslow
      

    


    
      Bollin Fee
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      6-12 Swan Street, SK9 1HE
    


    
      [image:  no image]9-midnight (1am Thu; 2am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 441850
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Recently refurbished Lloyds No.1 bar in the town centre and handy for the railway station. Furnishings range from cosy sofas to raised bar tables, and dining is available throughout. The beer range varies, with frequent guests from local breweries. Weekend nights are very busy. The pub runs a popular beer festival during the first week of every month. Outside, two beer gardens include areas for smoking. Free WiFi access is available.
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      King's Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Alderley Road, SK9 1PZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-1am
    


    
      [image:  no image]01625 522187
    


    Robinson's Unicorn, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Spacious, traditional, multi-roomed pub with a large central bar, brick-built with a wood-panelled interior, there is an interesting currency collection above the bar. Sky TV attracts football fans. Next door is the Chilli Banana Thai restaurant where you can order food to eat in the pub. B&B accommodation is available, with five en-suite rooms.
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      Cornwall

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Altarnun
      

    


    
      Rising Sun Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      PL15 7SN
    


    
      SX216824
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5.30-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01566 86636
    


    Penpont St Nonna's, Cornish Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This characterful building on the outskirts of Altarnun has been a pub for 150 years, and enjoys good community support throughout the year. The interior is cosy and warm, with beamed ceilings, pictures and antique guns on the walls, and open fireplaces. Deceptively spacious, it features ample seating in the bar area and separate restaurant, and there is a large rear patio and grassed area for outdoor games including petanque. All food is home-made using locally-sourced ingredients, and is reasonably priced.
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      Blisland
      

    


    
      Blisland Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Green, PL30 4JF
    


    
      off A30 N of Bodmin
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 850739
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      A rural community pub by the village green, and CAMRA National Pub of the Year in 2000. Having clocked up some 2,750 real ales, there are usually six or seven beers available, at least two from Cornish breweries, and also real ciders which often change and may include more unusual varieties. Excellent food is freshly prepared from local produce. The pub has a warm and friendly atmosphere and is popular with cyclists and walkers. Well-behaved children and dogs are welcome.
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      Bodmin
      

    


    
      Chapel an Gansblydhen
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Fore Street, PL31 2HR
    


    
      SX068670
    


    
      [image:  no image]9-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01208 261730
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This Wetherspoon pub has been beautifully converted from a disused Methodist chapel, its Cornish name translating as Centenary Chapel. On two levels, many original features have been retained, especially upstairs where there is still the feel of a place of worship with pews, benches and chairs carved with crosses. Apart from the regular JDW range there is a selection of three ever-changing guest brews, usually including a Skinner’s beer. An ale club is hosted on Wednesday evening.
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      Boscastle
      

    


    
      Napoleon Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      High Street, PL35 0BD
    


    
      top of village
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2.30 (3 summer), 5.30-11; 11-11 Sat summer 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01840 250204
    


    
      [image: Website icon] napoleoninn.co.uk
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, HSD [image: Gravity icon]


    
      Comfortable 16th-century inn at the top of Boscastle, set back from the road. The two bars are set at right angles, the smaller simply furnished and home to the dartboard. The larger lounge has three separate drinking areas and a restaurant, while the decor is a mix of drinking pots and assorted bric-a-brac. The pub has a colourful history – it was a ‘recruiting centre’ for press gangs during the Napoleonic wars, and enjoyed a reputation as a bawdy house.
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      Botallack
      

    


    
      Queen's Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      St Just, TR19 7QG
    


    
      off B3306
    


    
      SW368328
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 788318
    


    Skinner's Heligan Honey; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Popular with coastal path walkers, this charming family-friendly free house in the heart of tin mining country offers a warm welcome to all. The cosy single bar features an open fire and several distinct drinking and dining areas, with a family room at the rear. The homely decor depicts old local mining scenes. Up to four ales are available, usually from Cornish micro-breweries, and good quality food is served. An annual September beer festival is held.
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      Bugle
      

    


    
      Bugle Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      57 Fore Street, PL26 8PB
    


    
      on A391
    


    
      SX 015589
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-midnight (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 850307
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bugleinn.co.uk
    


    St Austell Dartmoor Best Bitter, Tribute [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This family-friendly pub with five en-suite rooms provides an ideal base for touring Cornwall. The comfortable, spacious interior accommodates a Z-shaped bar and dining area; the decor includes an interesting collection of carved coconuts and witches’ effigies. Meals including breakfast are available all day. Live music plays most Saturday evenings. Lively and welcoming, this village-centre pub is named in memory of the sound of the horn of passing stagecoaches of yesteryear.
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      Camelford
      

    


    
      Masons Arms
    


    
      11 Market Place, PL32 9PB
    


    
      on A39
    


    
      SX106837
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01840 213309
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, Proper Job [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Unpretentious two-room town pub with open stone walls and low beamed ceilings, more than 300 years old and popular with locals and visitors alike – children are welcome. The public bar is part tiled, part wooden, the separate lounge is carpeted, and the pub is decorated with many interesting knick-knacks including long-vanished domestic products, old toys, and an ancient pen and drum flow recorder. Home-cooked meals include a selection of fresh fish. The beer garden overlooks an early stage of the River Camel.
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      Charlestown
      

    


    
      Harbourside Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Charlestown Road, PL25 3NJ
    


    
      on harbour front
    


    
      SX029516
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 76955
    


    
      [image: Website icon] pierhousehotel.com/harbourside_inn_in_cornwall.htm
    


    Draught Bass; St Austell Tribute; Sharp's Doom Bar, Special; Skinner's Betty Stogs, Cornish Knocker [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The expansive glass frontage of this lively sports-oriented modern pub affords views of the tall ships moored in Charlestown’s historic harbour, which has featured in numerous film and TV productions. A former harbourside warehouse, the charming single-bar interior features exposed stonework, slate and wooden flooring, with wood furnishings throughout. Up to seven ales are available from the bar menu. Good value food is served throughout the day. Popular sporting events are screened and live music features on Saturday evening.
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      Crowlas
      

    


    
      Star Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR20 8DX
    


    
      on A30 just E of Penzance
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 740375
    


    Penzance Crowlas Bitter, Potion No 9; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Cornwall CAMRA Pub of the Year for two years running, this red-bricked roadside village free house is an ale-drinkers’ paradise. The single long bar is festooned with handpumps, usually dispensing some beers from the pub’s micro-brewery. There is a raised seating area to the right, and a pool table. A real locals’ pub where beer quality reigns supreme and conversation abounds – no music, TV or noisy machines. Best to come by bus (stop nearby), as you will stay a while.
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      Edmonton
      

    


    
      Quarryman Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      PL27 7JA
    


    
      off A39 near Royal Cornwall Showground
    


    
      SW965727
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01208 816444
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Conversation and banter thrive at this characterful and convivial free house, where mobile phone usage is prohibited. The quiet, comfortable interior divides into public bar and lounge, with separate dining area; the somewhat eclectic decor features local art. An ever-changing beer menu offers up to four quality ales, and excellent meals feature locally-sourced produce. Situated near the county showground, a diversion to this ever-popular gem of a pub, frequented by locals and tourists alike, is well worth the effort.
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      Falmouth
      

    


    
      Front
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Custom House Quay, TR11 3JT
    


    
      behind Trago Mills
    


    
      SW811325
    


    
      [image:  no image]10 (12 winter)-midnight 11-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 212168
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thefrontfalmouth.co.uk
    


    Skinner's Betty Stogs, Heligan Honey, Cornish Knocker; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Tucked away in a corner of the picturesque Custom House Quay, this small cellar-style pub with a low-vaulted ceiling lies below Trago Mills store. A popular student haunt, a whole range of live entertainment is on offer during the evenings – folk, shanty singers, open mike and more. Guest beers constantly vary to provide a year-round beer festival. There’s no food, but you may bring your own from various nearby outlets. A selection of ciders, foreign bottled beers and alcoholic ginger beer is also available.
    


    [image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)](Town) [image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Oddfellows Arms
    


    
      Quay Hill, TR11 3HG
    


    
      off Arwenack Street
    


    
      SW810324
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 218611
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theoddfellowsarms.uk.com
    


    Sharp's Own, Special [image: Handpump icon]; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]/[image: Gravity icon]


    
      Reached via steep steps, this small, unpretentious and basic pub is a real community-focused local, although visitors are quickly made welcome. No food is available, but free tastings are often on offer, including cheese, home-made pickles or (in June) baking competition entries. An interesting, ever-changing guest ale is dispensed from a spare handpump or a cask racked on the bar. As well as pub games – darts, euchre, a pool room at the rear – the local gig-rowing activities are centred here.
    


    [image: icon_t.gif (No Description)](Town) [image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_g.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Seven Stars
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Moor, TR11 3QA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 6-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 312111
    


    
      [image: Website icon] sevenstarsfalmouth.co.uk
    


    Draught Bass; Sharp's Special; Skinner's Cornish Knocker; guest beer [image: Gravity icon]


    
      This old town-centre drinkers’ pub with listed interior is presided over by a priest, one of the same family that has run it for seven generations. Little has changed in all that time, with a narrow tap room at the front and quieter snug to the rear; the corridor retains its ‘bottle and jug’ hatch. The front bar is festooned with donated key fobs, while mobile phones nailed to the wall indicate their use is banned. Wheal Maiden alcoholic ginger beer is available.
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      Fowey
      

    


    
      Galleon Inn
    


    
      12 Fore Street, PL23 1AQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]10 (12 Sun)-11 (midnight summer)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 833014
    


    
      [image: Website icon] galleon-inn.co.uk
    


    Sharp's Cornish Coaster, Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Riverside pub in the town centre dating back 400 years, reached off Fore Street through a glass-covered corridor with a colourful marine life mural. The only free house in Fowey, it features mainly Cornish real ales and boasts delightful harbour views from the modernised main bar and conservatory dining area. Tables outside overlook the water and there is a heated, sheltered courtyard. A wide range of meals is available daily. Accommodation is en-suite, some rooms offering river views.
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      Gwithian
      

    


    
      Red River Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      1 Prosper Hill, TR27 5BW
    


    
      SW586411
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Tue; 12-2.30, 5.30-10.30 (11 Wed & Thu); 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 753223
    


    
      [image: Website icon] red-river-inn.co.uk
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Thriving and convivial, this family-run free house is worth seeking out. The pleasant single bar interior features wood flooring and furnishings throughout. Family-friendly, it has separate dining areas and a quiet, relaxing atmosphere where conversation thrives; wood-burning stoves add warmth. The Skinner’s and Sharp’s beers may change, with up to three varying guest ales. Freshly cooked meals use quality local produce, and a hog roast is held on Friday evenings in summer; occasional beer festivals also feature.
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      Helston
      

    


    
      Blue Anchor
    


    
      50 Coinagehall Street, TR13 8EL
    


    
      SW658274
    


    
      [image:  no image]10.30-midnight 10.30-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 562821
    


    
      [image: Website icon] spingoales.com
    


    Blue Anchor Spingo Jubilee IPA, Middle, Special, seasonal beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This rambling, unspoilt 15th-century pub and former monks’ retreat has its own brewery at the back producing the famous Spingo beers with their unique flavour. Inside there are two small bars with stone floors plus a snug. Outside, a beer garden with bar and barbecue, and a skittle alley are available to hire. There are no bandits or piped music, though regular live entertainment is hosted in the bars and main areas. One of the few thatched buildings in town.
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      Kingsand
      

    


    
      Rising Sun Inn
    


    
      The Green, PL10 1NH
    


    
      off B3247
    


    
      SX435505
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (closed Mon winter) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01752 822840
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Heligan Honey [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This welcoming 18th-century inn, popular yet peaceful, was once the customs and excise house in this coastal village of narrow streets. The pub has a single, spacious bar room carpeted throughout, wood-panelled walls decorated with nautical prints and photos of old Kingsand, and an interesting collection of large toby jug characters gazing down from a shelf. Access by car is difficult, especially in summer, with parking limited – the village public car park is advised. Live entertainment is hosted some Thursday and Saturday evenings.
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      Lelant Downs
      

    


    
      Watermill Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Old Coach Road, TR27 6LQ
    


    
      off A3074, on secondary St Ives road
    


    
      SW541364
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 757912
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Near Lelant Saltings station, this former 18th-century mill house is now a family-friendly two-storey free house. Standing in beautiful surroundings, downstairs is a comfortable, traditionally styled single bar, separated into drinking and dining areas and hosting the original working watermill complete with millstones, where bar meals are served. Upstairs, the former mill loft functions as a stylish evenings-only restaurant specialising in seafood. An extensive beer garden straddles the mill stream. Two beer festivals are held annually. Live music plays on Friday night.
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      Lizard
      

    


    
      Witchball
    


    
      TR12 7NJ
    


    
      SW704125
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 290662
    


    
      [image: Website icon] witchball.co.uk
    


    Choughs Witch Ball; St Austell Tribute; Skinner's Betty Stogs [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a farm, this 15th-century cottage was a restaurant until 2007, when the owner created a cosy pub with bar, snug and separate dining room. Situated in the picturesque but remote Lizard village, it is the most southerly pub in mainland Britain, handy for the South West Coast Path. This true free house always offers one beer from each of three Cornish breweries, and an annual beer festival is held in August. Good and varied food is available every day.
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      Lostwithiel
      

    


    
      Globe Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      3 North Street, PL22 0EG
    


    
      close to railway station, over bridge
    


    
      SX105598
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) winter; 12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat) summer
    


    
      [image:  no image]01208 872501
    


    
      [image: Website icon] globeinn.com
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Named after a 19th-century ship on which a former owner’s relative died, this cosy 13th-century pub nestles in the narrow streets of this old stannary town. Close to the railway station and medieval bridge, the somewhat rambling old building accommodates a single bar encompassing several drinking and dining areas, with an intimate stylish restaurant and sheltered sun-trap patio to the rear. A second guest ale appears in summer. An extensive home-cooked menu offers fish and game specialities.
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      Mawgan Porth
      

    


    
      Merrymoor
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      TR8 4BA
    


    
      on B3276 coast road
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11.30
    


    
      [image:  no image]01637 860258
    


    
      [image: Website icon] merrymoorinn.com
    


    St Austell Tribute; Sharp's Doom Bar, Own; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Atmospheric pub run by the same family since 1961. The spacious main bar with its large picture windows, overlooking the sandy beach just 50 yards away, is supplemented by a separate family room and spacious beer garden; there is ample parking. Locally sourced food is cooked on the premises, with a carvery on Sundays. This pub is at the heart of the local community and raises large sums for charity every year. Accommodation comprises seven en-suite rooms.
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      Mevagissey
      

    


    
      Fountain Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      3 Cliff Street, PL26 6QH
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 842320
    


    St Austell Trelawny, HSD [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Welcoming two-bar, 15th-century town-centre inn with slate floors, stone walls, historic photographs and low ceilings – the tunnel to the side door is particularly low. The Smugglers Bar features signs of the pilchard press that was once housed here, a glass plate in the floor covering the pit where the oil was caught, which also doubled as a store for contraband. The meat was compressed to feed Nelson’s navy. Nearby buses run to St Austell and the Lost Gardens of Heligan.
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      Millbrook
      

    


    
      Devon & Cornwall
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      West Street, PL10 1AA
    


    
      near B3247
    


    
      SX422520
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (1 Mon; 11 Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01752 822320
    


    Courage Best Bitter, Directors; Otter Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Tucked away in Cornwall’s ‘forgotten corner’, this convivial single-bar local is in the centre of the village. The seating area at one end of the L-shaped bar is furnished comfortably with sofas and wing chairs, presided over by a piano. At the other end, a partly screened space is available for more private dining and drinking. Essentially a locals’ pub, visitors are nonetheless warmly welcomed, with conversation the main entertainment. Cooked meals are served as well as filled rolls at the bar.
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      Morwenstow
      

    


    
      Bush Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Cross Town, EX23 9SR
    


    
      5km off A39 N of Kilkhampton
    


    
      SS209150
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01288 331242
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bushinn-morwenstow.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute, HSD; Skinner's Betty Stogs [image: Handpump icon]


    
      In a sparsely populated and beautiful area near the Devon border, this pub is an ancient former chapel dating in parts from 950AD. Unassuming externally, it is a gem inside – its split-level bar rooms simply furnished with slate floors, granite walls and exposed beams, with one room divided into distinct drinking areas. A quiet pub, conversation is the main entertainment. A large garden at the back offers outstanding views over the Tidna Valley and out to sea. Two en-suite rooms and a six-berth holiday cottage are available.
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      Mylor Bridge
      

    


    
      Lemon Arms
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Lemon Hill, TR11 5NA
    


    
      off A393 at Penryn
    


    
      SW804362
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 6.30-11 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 373666
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, HSD [image: Handpump icon]


    
      There has been a hostelry on this site since 1765. Once called the Griffin Inn, it became the Red Lion in 1829 and took its present name in 1837. A friendly, one-bar pub in the centre of the village, it is home to local sports teams. Good home-cooked food is available (booking for the popular Sunday lunches is advisable). Families with children are made most welcome. Daytime buses run from Falmouth and Truro during the week.
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      Nancenoy
      

    


    
      Trengilly Wartha Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR11 5RP
    


    
      off B329
    


    
      SW732283
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 6.30-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 340332
    


    
      [image: Website icon] trengilly.co.uk
    


    Skinner's Trengilly Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly, versatile inn, well-hidden down a pretty, steeply-wooded valley near the village of Constantine. Converted from a farmhouse, it has a bar, snug and restaurant, with a later conservatory extension serving as a family room. Up to three real ales are offered from Cornish breweries. Winner of many awards, the Trengilly’s main emphasis is on fresh food. It offers a wide-ranging and imaginative menu prepared where possible with Cornish produce, and summer barbecues. Accommodation is above the pub or in garden rooms nearby.
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      Pelynt
      

    


    
      Jubilee Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Jubilee Hill, PL13 2JZ
    


    
      on B3359
    


    
      SX205547
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01503 220312
    


    
      [image: Website icon] jubilee-inn.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This former 17th-century farmhouse has been tastefully restored and extended into a comfortable village inn. Originally called The Axe, it was renamed in 1887 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s golden jubilee. It has beamed ceilings, Delabole slate floors and a collection of royal jubilee and other memorabilia. Guest beers are from the St Austell range. An extensive menu features locally-sourced produce and daily-changing specials (booking is advised for evening meals). Outside are a part-covered patio and spacious beer garden.
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      Pendeen
      

    


    
      North Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      TR19 7DN
    


    
      on B3306
    


    
      SW382344
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (4 Mon winter)-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 788417
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Dartmoor Best Bitter, Tribute, seasonal beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated in an area of outstanding beauty, close to the coastal path and Geevor tin mining museum, this homely village pub is welcoming and friendly. The spacious single-bar interior encompasses drinking and dining areas, while a small upstairs restaurant affords impressive sea views. Mining artefacts and pictures adorn the walls. Quality home-cooked food is served daily, with curries the house speciality. Popular with cliff walkers, B&B accommodation and a campsite are available. Former local CAMRA Pub of the Year.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](10,507) [image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Pendoggett
      

    


    
      Cornish Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      St Kew, PL30 3HH
    


    
      on B3314
    


    
      SX024794
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-2, 5-11; 11-11 Sat, Sun & summer
    


    
      [image:  no image]01208 880263
    


    
      [image: Website icon] cornisharms.com
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Formerly a 16th-century coaching inn, this picturesque family-run free house is welcoming and family-friendly. Full of charm and character, the atmospheric interior accommodates a main bar, snug, two drinking and dining areas and a restaurant. Quiet and cosy, its flagstoned floors, open beams, wooden panels, partitions and furnishings reflect the pub’s origins. Caricatures of locals adorn the walls, and handbells hang over the bar; an open fire adds warmth. English and Thai cuisines are offered, with Thai banquets held monthly (booking advised).
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      Penryn
      

    


    
      Seven Stars
    


    
      73 The Terrace, TR10 8EL
    


    
      SW784344
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 373573
    


    Blue Anchor Spingo Middle; Skinner's Betty Stogs, Heligan Honey; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The nearest thing Penryn has to an ale house, this single-bar town pub is run by a jovial Dutchman. Decorated with foreign cash, postcards and beer-related clippings, the spacious interior has a raised and comfortably furnished drinking annexe at the rear, dominated by a huge ship’s wheel. The pub is home to the Penryn Community Theatre, who entertain with plays and pantos. A piano is available for competent pianists and occasional live music is performed. The Skinner’s beer selection may vary.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Penzance
      

    


    
      Admiral Benbow
    


    
      46 Chapel Street, TR18 4AF
    


    
      SW473301
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 363448
    


    St Austell Tribute; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A short walk from the town centre takes you to this quirky low-ceilinged pub with its many nooks and crannies to sit in. The narrow frontage belies its Tardis-like interior, which extends way back and includes upstairs bars. Extensive nautical bric-a-brac is mostly salvaged from wrecks over the past 400 years. The St Austell ale may vary, with one guest beer. In here, you can almost feel you are on Nelson’s Victory enjoying a friendly pint with the crew.
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      Crown Inn
    


    
      Victoria Square, TR18 2EP
    


    
      SW474305
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (12.30am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 351070
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thecrownpenzance.co.uk
    


    Otter Ale; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Close to the bus and railway stations, this small community local has a relaxing atmosphere. Tucked away behind the main shopping street, the pub has a tidily furnished single bar and a cosy snug with settees and an open fire, providing extra dining space when needed. Two regular real ales, one from a Cornish micro-brewery, are complemented by a varying guest ale. Soup and sandwiches are available daily, with quality home-cooked meals served on Friday, Saturday and Sunday lunchtimes.
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      First & Last Inn
    


    
      24 Alverton Road, TR18 4TN
    


    
      SW470301
    


    
      [image:  no image]10.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 364095
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      About 10 minutes’ walk from the town centre, this Victorian establishment once called Mr Tonkin’s Alehouse is now a two-bar town pub offering five real ales in the bar to the left. Bare wood floors and partial wooden walls adorned with old pictures of the area add to its character. A proper Cornish pub, it is popular with locals, full of lively chat and the occasional live band. There is a seating/dining area in the right hand bar (no food Mon or Sat).
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      Perranwell
      

    


    
      Royal Oak
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR3 7PX
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 6-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 863175
    


    Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      At first sight this 18th-century cottage-style pub looks like a restaurant, but it is also a thriving village social centre where drinkers are made welcome – the small bar area can become quite crowded in the evenings. Apart from quality food and wine (bookings advisable), the pub’s beers are also an attraction; of the three handpumps, at least two dispense Cornish brews, which may vary. On the Maritime Line rail ale trail and buses stop outside.
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      Phillack
      

    


    
      Bucket of Blood
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      14 Churchtown Road, TR27 5AE
    


    
      SW563383
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-2 (not Mon-Wed winter), 6-11 (midnight Fri); 11.30-3, 6-midnight Sat 12-4, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 752378
    


    St Austell Dartmoor Best Bitter, Black Prince, Proper Job, HSD [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Gory legend (involving a well and a body) explains the name of this old pub near the dunes of Hayle Towans. Tastefully refurbished, the single bar hosts a pool table at one end and a cosy drinking/dining area at the other, with settles and an old fireplace. A mural depicting St Ives Bay overlooks the pool table. ‘Familiarity breeds contempt’ written on one of the unusually low beams is a warning rather than a proverb! The St Austell beers may vary. No food in winter.
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      Piece
      

    


    
      Countryman Inn
    


    
      TR16 6SG
    


    
      on Four Lanes-Pool road
    


    
      SW679398
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 215960
    


    Greene King Old Speckled Hen; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs, Heligan Honey; Theakston Old Peculier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This former tin miners’ shop is now a popular road house on the slopes of Carn Brea. Despite its rather isolated location, the pub is always busy. It offers a selection of up to nine regular real ales – variation is mostly found within the Skinner’s range. The larger bar plays host to some form of entertainment most evenings – live groups, karaoke, quiz – and a charity auction on Sunday lunchtime. Good quality and value pub grub is available all day.
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      Polkerris
      

    


    
      Rashleigh Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      PL24 2TL
    


    
      off A3082 Par-Fowey road
    


    
      SX094522
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 813991
    


    
      [image: Website icon] therashleighinnpolkerris.co.uk
    


    Otter Bitter; Skinner's Cornish Knocker; Taylor Landlord; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Beside a secluded beach near the Saint’s Way footpath, this former 18th-century pilchard boathouse is now an excellent family-run free house. Its atmospheric interior features exposed stonework, beamed ceilings, open fires, comfortable furnishings and a splendid slate-topped bar. Up to six ales are available, with first-rate food served in the bar and split-level restaurant. Piano-accompanied singalongs are held on Saturday evenings. The sheltered terrace affords panoramic views of the bay and the setting sun. Dogs on leads are allowed in the bar only.
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      Polperro
      

    


    
      Blue Peter Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Quay Road, PL13 2QZ
    


    
      SX210509
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01503 272743
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebluepeterinn.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Named after the naval flag, this family-run inn is reached via a flight of steps near the outer quay, and enjoys the only sea view from any Polperro pub. On two levels, it has wooden floors, low beams and hidden corners, and is decorated with unusual souvenirs, breweriana and work by local artists. Up to four guest ales are available in summer, and a changing range of special dishes. The pub is popular with visitors, locals, fishermen and their dogs – ask for a biscuit.
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      Crumplehorn Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Old Mill, PL13 2RJ
    


    
      at end of A387
    


    
      SX205515
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01503 272348
    


    
      [image: Website icon] crumplehorn-inn.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a working mill and mentioned in the Domesday Book, this 14th-century inn at the village entrance has a working waterwheel outside. Inside, there are three comfortable drinking and dining areas on split levels – two bars and a restaurant. Guest beers are usually Cornish and a wide menu features locally caught fish. A large outdoor patio by the millstream is sheltered by sunshades. B&B and self-catering accommodation are available. In summer catch a converted milk float tram down towards the harbour.
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      Rosudgeon
      

    


    
      Falmouth Packet
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR20 9QE
    


    
      on A394 Penzance-Helston road
    


    
      SW558296
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 762240
    


    Penzance Jolly Farmer, Tater Du [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Former brewery-owned pub, tastefully renovated to become a vibrant family-run free house. The quiet, comfortable single bar interior divides into drinking and dining areas – open fires, exposed stonework, slate floors and wooden furnishings add character. The adjoining conservatory doubles as either additional dining space or a pool room, depending on season, and there is a patio garden. Both ales are exclusive to the pub. Most produce used for the food menu is sourced from the owner’s farm. A two-bedroom holiday let is available.
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      Ruan Lanihorne
      

    


    
      King's Head Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR2 5NX
    


    
      off A3078 at Tregony
    


    
      SW895420
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 6-11 (closed Mon winter) 12-4 (12-2.30, 6-10.30 summer) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 501263
    


    
      [image: Website icon] kingsheadruan.co.uk
    


    Skinner's Betty Stogs, Cornish Knocker [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Local, quality, quiet and traditional are bywords for this delightful family-run free house situated within the Roseland Peninsula. The King’s Arms is enjoying a burgeoning reputation for its fine ales and superb meals. A characterful, homely interior accommodates two dining areas and the bar offering up to four Skinner’s ales, while the comfortable furnishings, open fires and rural decor create a cosy ambience. For alfresco dining and drinking try the sun terrace or quaint sunken garden.
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      St Agnes: Isles of Scilly
      

    


    
      Turk's Head
    


    
      TR22 0PL
    


    
      close to landing stage
    


    
      SV884085
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-4.30, 7-11 (11-11 Jul & Aug) 12-4.30, 7-10.30 (12-11 Jul & Aug) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01720 422434
    


    St Austell Tribute; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The only pub on the island, with a traditionally styled beamed interior. Well loved by locals and visitors, its outdoor drinking areas are unrivalled for their scenic beauty. Opening hours vary somewhat according to boat times, but the jetty is nearby and you can watch your boat approaching from the bar. Evening boat trips run from St Mary’s in summer to sample the ale and food. The Tribute is sold as the house beer Turk’s Ale. Order lunchtime pasties early. Phone to check winter opening times.
    


    [image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      St Austell
      

    


    
      Rann Wartha
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      9 Biddick's Court, PL25 5EW
    


    
      [image:  no image]9am-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 222940
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter, Abbot; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Busy, popular town-centre Wetherspoon, appealing to all ages and families, offering a selection of up to four varying guest beers, including at least two Cornish ales. The bar is L-shaped, with an area for family meals. Walls are decorated with portraits of local historic people and landscapes. The pub’s Cornish name means Higher Quarter, relating to its position in the town. Disabled access is excellent, with a ramp, lift and wide main door. Parking is in the adjacent public car park.
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      St Columb Major
      

    


    
      Ring O' Bells
    
[image:  no image]

    
      3 Bank Street, TR9 6AT
    


    
      [image:  no image]5-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01637 880259
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar, Own [image: Handpump icon]; guest beer [image: Gravity icon]


    
      A former brewhouse, now a charming 15th-century free house and the oldest pub in town. Built to commemorate the parish church tower, the pub’s narrow frontage belies its capacious interior with its three bars, open beams and slate floors. Each bar has its own character and customers, and wood burning stoves and wooden furnishings give a traditional ambience. A fine cosmopolitan menu is served in the rear bar or restaurant, formerly the brewery. A guest ale appears in summer.
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      St Just
      

    


    
      Star Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      1 Fore Street, TR19 7LL
    


    
      SW371314
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 788767
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thestarinn-stjust.co.uk
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Dartmoor Best Bitter, Tribute, Proper Job, seasonal beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Ever-popular 18th-century granite inn, reputedly the oldest in town. The atmospheric single-bar interior reflects a long association with mining and the sea. Celtic flags adorn the beamed ceiling, with wooden furnishings and an open fire adding character and warmth. A separate snug functions as a family room. Up to five St Austell ales are served. A proper drinkers’ pub, a timeless place, where conversation and singing abound. Monday is fiddley-dee night, with live music on Saturday. No food is available.
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      St Mary's: Isles of Scilly
      

    


    
      Old Town Inn
    


    
      Old Town, TR21 0NN
    


    
      on A3112
    


    
      SV915103
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (5 winter)-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01720 422301
    


    Ales of Scilly Scuppered; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This modern and roomy pub lies just below the airport, a 20-minute stroll from Hugh Town. Wood panelling and flooring dominate the two bars. The front bar is for day-to-day drinking; the bar to the rear is a dual-purpose dining and function room. Offering occasional live entertainment, the pub is home to the Islands Folk Club. Good locally-sourced, home-cooked food is served daily and includes takeaway pizzas and curries. A beer festival is held twice yearly, in June and September.
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      St Mawgan
      

    


    
      Falcon Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      TR8 4EP
    


    
      near Newquay airport
    


    
      SW873658
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5.30-11; 11.30-3, 5.30-midnight Fri & Sat 11-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01637 860225
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, HSD; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Nestling in the unspoilt, idyllic Lanherne Valley, this charming family-friendly 16th-century pub affords a quiet retreat, despite Newquay airport being close by. The quiet single-bar interior has a cosy, relaxed atmosphere, with decor reflecting country life. Excellent home-cooked meals are served in the bar and separate dining room. For alfresco dining and drinking, the extensive well-kept gardens provide an ideal setting; quality accommodation is also available. Central to this picturesque village, the pub is the hub of local activities.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](556) [image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Stithians
      

    


    
      Seven Stars Inn
    


    
      Church Road, TR3 7DH
    


    
      off A394
    


    
      SW732370
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2, 5.30-11 (11.30 Thu; 1am Fri); 12-1am Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 860003
    


    St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, Proper Job; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This friendly country cottage-style pub is the social centre of the village, popular with customers from all walks of life. Although a tied house, it sometimes offers a guest ale from outside the St Austell range, usually from one of the regional brewers. Local sports teams also frequent the pub, and a large TV screen provides additional sporting entertainment, but is not intrusive for those who prefer conversation. Good quality food is available daily except Monday.
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      Stratton
      

    


    
      King's Arms
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Howells Road, EX23 9BX
    


    
      off A39
    


    
      SS228065
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01288 352396
    


    Exmoor Ale; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This unspoilt 17th-century gem of a pub is a must for visitors to Bude, offering a real ale range unusual for the area. Its history is apparent as soon as you enter, with old flagstone floors of Delabole slate among many original features. The four beers are usually from West Country micro-breweries, and a draught cider appears in summer. The pub name reflects Stratton’s Civil War loyalties – the battle of Stamford Hill took place near here in 1643.
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      Summercourt
      

    


    
      London Inn
    


    
      1 School Road, TR8 5EA
    


    
      off A30
    


    
      SW888561
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon-Thu winter), 6-midnight 12-3, 7-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 510281
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Conversation and banter dominate at this lively, family-friendly free house, where bonhomie and a warm welcome are assured. The spacious single-bar interior is divided by wooden screens into drinking and dining areas. Wooden furnishings, coach lamp lights and Laurel & Hardy figurines feature among an eclectic decor. Quality is guaranteed, with traditional home-cooked food and an ever-changing beer menu. On the old London road, this former 17th-century coaching inn is central to the annual fair celebrations in September.
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      Towan Cross
      

    


    
      Victory Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Mount Hawke, TR4 8BN
    


    
      SW706484
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 890359
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thevictoryinncornwall.co.uk
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional family-friendly local situated high on the cliff tops above Porthtowan. A large and convivial family-run free house, it enjoys extensive sea views. The open-plan single bar interior is quiet and comfortable with separate dining areas. The adjoining conservatory doubles as either a family or dining room. Outside is a large beer garden and ample parking; camping facilities are available. The house beer is Skinner’s Kiss Me Harder – other local brews feature as guests. An interesting good-quality menu is served lunchtimes and evenings.
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      Trebellan
      

    


    
      Smugglers' Den Inn
    


    
      TR8 5PY
    


    
      off Cubert road from A3075
    


    
      SW783574
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 summer; 12-3, 6-11 Thu-Sat winter 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01637 830209
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesmugglersden.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute, Proper Job; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Smugglers' Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Hidden away down steep, narrow country lanes but fortunately well-signposted, this thatched former farmhouse is an idyllic and popular venue for a drink and fine dining. Oak beams, paved yards and open fires add to the charming atmosphere. Beers are usually brewed locally, and the choice broadens over the May Day weekend during the Ale & Pie festival. Occasional folk and jazz evenings are held. The pub is convenient for nearby caravan sites, and local buses stop at the top of the lane.
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      Treen
      

    


    
      Gurnard's Head
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR26 3DE
    


    
      on B3306 north coast road
    


    
      SW436376
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11.30
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 796928
    


    
      [image: Website icon] gurnardshead.co.uk
    


    St Austell Tribute; Skinner's Ginger Tosser, Betty Stogs [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated close to the Coastal Path, this impressive free house is named after the nearby headland. It enjoys a burgeoning reputation for fine ales and excellent food, and custom is drawn from near and far. The expansive wood-floored interior accommodates a spacious single bar, cosy snug and stylish dining room. Open fires, wooden furnishings and comfortable sofas create a relaxed atmosphere. Local art features in the attractive decor. An extensive food menu includes daily specials. The Skreach Cider is produced locally.
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      Treleigh
      

    


    
      Treleigh Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR16 4AY
    


    
      beside old Redruth bypass
    


    
      SW703436
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-3, 5-11; 11-11 Fri-Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 315095
    


    Draught Bass; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Friendly free house near Redruth offering a fine combination of beers, service and food, including themed meal nights. Features include a wood-burning fire and sofas for relaxing in front of it. Alternatively, sit at the bar and chat to the locals in ‘old codgers corner’. The main bar has exposed stone walls and is free from intrusive machines, TV and music. HQ of the Royale Treleigh Yacht Club where gastronomic world tours are organised (no boat required). The outside area includes a petanque pitch. Dogs are welcome.
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      Trevaunance Cove
      

    


    
      Driftwood Spars
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Quay Road, TR5 0RT
    


    
      signed from St Agnes Peterville
    


    
      SW721513
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 552428
    


    
      [image: Website icon] driftwoodspars.com
    


    Driftwood Blue Hills Bitter, Lou's Brew; St Austell Tinners; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This outstanding coastal free house goes from strength to strength, receiving accolades at national level. Popular and vibrant, the nautically themed interior of the historic granite building includes three different bars offering up to eight fine ales, a sea-view dining room and sun terrace. Outside, there are two separate beer gardens and ample parking. An excellent menu places emphasis on local produce. Entertainment includes live music and occasional live theatre, with annual beer festivals in March and May.
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      Trewellard
      

    


    
      Trewellard Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Trewellard Road, TR19 7TA
    


    
      on B3318/B3306 jct
    


    
      SW377338
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Sat & Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01736 788634
    


    Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Near Geevor Mine and formerly the mine owner’s house, this is now a thriving, family-run free house. Family-friendly and welcoming, its cosy interior accommodates a spacious open-beamed single bar, pleasant restaurant and cellar seating area. Open fires enhance the homely atmosphere, with comfortable furnishings throughout. An ever-changing beer menu offers up to six ales, and the home-cooked food is good value. Outside is a patio beer garden and ample parking. Occasional beer festivals are held. Easy access by bus.
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      Truro
      

    


    
      City Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Pydar Street, TR1 3SP
    


    
      N side of city centre, through railway arch
    


    
      SW822452
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30; 11-12.30am Sat
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 272623
    


    Courage Best Bitter; Sharp's Doom Bar; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Though on the edge of the city centre, this is very much a community local, tucked away just beyond the railway arch – you can train spot from the sun-trap beer garden. Welcoming to all, the pub’s traditional wood-beamed interior has separate drinking areas and an impressive collection of water jugs. The more functional public bar is a popular venue for sports teams and has a big-screen TV showing important fixtures. Regular charity events include the annual conker championship.
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      White Hart (Crab & Ale House)
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      25 New Bridge Street, TR1 2AA
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1am Fri & Sat) 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 277294
    


    Greene King IPA, Old Speckled Hen; St Austell Tribute; Sharp's Doom Bar; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Truro’s oldest inn first opened in 1802 as the White Hart (the name is on the frontage). Handy for shops and the cathedral, this small city-centre local caters for all tastes, with good lunchtime food and quality beer – the single guest ale changes weekly and is often from a Cornish brewery. Entered down a step, the cosy single bar is decorated with nautical bric-a-brac. A trendy rebranding as the Crab & Ale House in reality changed little at this timeless old local.
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      Tywardreath
      

    


    
      New Inn
    


    
      Fore Street, PL24 2QP
    


    
      SX086543
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01726 813901
    


    Draught Bass[image: Gravity icon]; St Austell Trelawny, Tribute, Proper Job, [image: Handpump icon]; seasonal beer [image: Gravity icon]


    
      Built in 1752 by mine owners, this classic local is the hub of village life. Many functions are held in the large, secluded garden, with electronic amusements confined to the back room. Good conversation is the entertainment here, except on Cornish song nights. It sells the only gravity-dispensed Bass that remains in the St Austell estate and always offers a brewery seasonal beer. Look out for the brass token slot on the bar once used by miners. Bus services pass the door.
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      Vogue
      

    


    
      Star Inn
    


    
      TR16 5NP
    


    
      SW724424
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (1am Fri & Sat) 11-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01209 820242
    


    
      [image: Website icon] starinnvogue.biz
    


    Draught Bass[image: Gravity icon]; Skinner's Betty Stogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      In the historic mining area between Redruth and St Day near Gwennap Pit, this 19th-century community pub offers a warm welcome. Good home-cooked food is popular – Sunday lunches a speciality. Evening entertainment includes darts, euchre, karaoke and pool, and outside there is a boules pitch. At weekends the Skinner’s beers often vary and other Cornish micros frequently feature. An annual beer festival bash is staged every St Day Feast, 10 weeks after Easter. Alcoholic ginger beer is also available.
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      Wendron
      

    


    
      New Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      TR13 0EA
    


    
      on B3297 Helston-Redruth road
    


    
      SW310678
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01326 572683
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A welcoming and cosy village pub with a bar on the left and separate dining room on the right, accessed from the main door or through the bar. The character has changed little over the years, with an interesting carving of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse above the fire. Three to four real ales are available and a ‘malt of the moment’ at a special price. An attractive specials menu is prepared by the landlady and her daughter.
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      Zelah
      

    


    
      Hawkins Arms
    


    
      High Road, TR4 9HU
    


    
      off A30
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3, 6-11 12-3, 6-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01872 540339
    


    Bays Best; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A convenient stop off the busy A30 (follow the brown signs), this traditional free house offers a quiet respite from the bustle of daily life. Exposed stone walls, wood furnishings, subdued lighting and plenty of nooks and crannies for just a chat or a meal create a welcoming atmosphere. Excellent home-cooked food is available lunchtimes and evenings with home-made pies a speciality, and occasional themed food nights are held. The pub is served by the half-hourly Truro-Newquay bus during the day.
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      Cumbria

    
[image: Region Map]

    


    
      Alston
      

    


    
      Cumberland Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Townfoot, CA9 3HX
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01434 381875
    


    
      [image: Website icon] alstoncumberlandhotel.co.uk
    


    Yates Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This is a family-run 19th-century inn overlooking the South Tyne River. Close to the Coast-to-Coast cycle route and Pennine Way, it is an ideal base to explore the highest market town in England, with its steep cobbled main street, South Tynedale Railway, and the North Pennines. Two Cumbrian beers are on handpump alongside a selection of Northumbrian ales and beers from further afield. Old Rosie and occasional Cumbrian ciders and perry are stocked. Food is served all day until 9pm. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2009, 2010 and 2011.
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      Appleby-in-Westmorland
      

    


    
      Golden Ball
    


    
      4 High Wiend, CA16 6RD
    


    
      off Boroughgate
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 351493
    


    Marston's Burton Bitter; guest beers, Pedigree [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A traditional side-street pub which has changed little over recent decades. The lounge is on the left of the entrance and the bar is on the right, with a TV and an excellent rock and blues juke-box. Both bars are served from a central back-to-back bar counter with up to six real ales. As well as a strong local following, the pub attracts visitors, including railway enthusiasts using the Settle to Carlisle line. The patio has a large covered area and leads to the garden with a children’s play area.
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      Barngates
      

    


    
      Drunken Duck Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      LA22 0NG
    


    
      signed off the B5286 Hawkshead to Ambleside road
    


    
      NY351013
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 436347
    


    
      [image: Website icon] drunkenduckinn.co.uk
    


    Barngates Cat Nap; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Home of Barngates Brewery, the Duck always serves four of the 10 beers brewed here and brewery tours can be arranged. The bar has been extensively renovated to create a pleasing mix of local and modern styles. Lunchtime bar meals and the a la carte menu available in the dining-room in the evening are of an exceptionally high standard. The outside seating area at the front offers magnificent views of the fells to the north-east.
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      Barrow-in-Furness
      

    


    
      Duke of Edinburgh Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Abbey Road, LA14 5QR
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11.30 (midnight Fri & Sat) 11-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 821039
    


    
      [image: Website icon] dukeofedinburghhotel.co.uk/thedukesbarbarrow
    


    Lancaster Amber, Gold, Red, Black; Thwaites Original; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated on the edge of the town centre near the station, the Duke does not get as noisy as similar large bars in the town. The bar has an airy feel with modern, comfortable furniture and a fine open fire. Paintings by local artists are displayed around the walls. Good quality, reasonably priced bar meals are available, including pizzas. There is a separate restaurant and large function room. Beers are mainly from Lancaster (owned by the same company) and Thwaites, with guest ales too.
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      Kings Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Quarry Brow, Hawcoat, LA14 4HY
    


    
      [image:  no image]5.30 (4 Fri; 3 Sat)-11 1-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 828137
    


    Barngates Tag Lag; Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Hawkshead Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Now reopened as a free house, with a landlord who has previous CAMRA-award-winning experience and is committed to providing good quality real ale sourced mainly from local micro-breweries. There has been a pub on these premises since the 1860s and its reopening has been welcomed by people from near and far. The pub – which has very friendly staff – is small, with only two rooms, putting the emphasis on conversation. But mind your language – there is a swear box!
    


    
      [image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_b.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](1)
    


    


    
      Bassenthwaite
      

    


    
      Sun Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA12 4QP
    


    
      NY 230322
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 776439
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesunatbassenthwaite.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A traditional pub with a good selection of beers and excellent food. Exposed beams, open fires and friendly staff make this a pub with character and a welcoming atmosphere. There is seating both inside and out, often in secluded crannies that add to the atmosphere, befitting its history as a 17th-century inn.
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      Boot
      

    


    
      Brook House Inn
    


    
      CA19 1TG
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 723288
    


    
      [image: Website icon] brookhouseinn.co.uk
    


    Cumbrian Legendary Langdale; Hawkshead Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Here in the heart of the Western Fells, with picturesque scenery, majestic high peaks, and waterfalls tumbling to the River Esk, this haven of top quality food and ale offers up to eight beers and ciders in summer. It is run by a dedicated family who, with two other local CAMRA award pubs, instigate the June Boot Beer Festival, when the valley throngs with real ale lovers and morris dancers, enjoying up to 100 beers. Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010.
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      Bouth
      

    


    
      White Hart
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      LA12 8JB
    


    
      off A590, 6 miles NE of Ulverston
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 861229
    


    
      [image: Website icon] whitehart-lakedistrict.co.uk
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter; Coniston Bluebird; Jennings Cumberland Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A 17th-century inn with everything you would expect from an ancient hostelry. Old farming and hunting implements adorn the walls, with horse brasses and hops on exposed beams. Slate-flagged floors and a wood-burning stove add to a welcoming atmosphere. The food is of a high standard, using locally sourced ingredients, and can be served in the bar, upstairs dining area, or on the terrace. In addition to a regular beer from Ulverston Brewery, guest ales usually come from local breweries. Magnificent views of the Rusland Valley and Coniston Old Man are a 20-minute walk away.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c_.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Bowness-on-Windermere
      

    


    
      Royal Oak
    


    
      Brantfell Road, LA23 3EG
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 443970
    


    
      [image: Website icon] royaloak-windermere.co.uk
    


    Coniston Bluebird; Jennings Cumberland Ale; Marston's Pedigree; Taylor Landlord; Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This locals’ pub offers a warm welcome to all – it is also a popular watering hole for walkers on the Dales Way route. Several old photos and adverts adorn the walls and a raised level to the rear has a pool table, electronic games and a juke-box. Many local sporting clubs use the pub as a base. Good value meals are served lunchtimes and evenings. The guest beer is often from a local micro-brewery.
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      Braithwaite
      

    


    
      Middle Ruddings Country Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA12 5RY
    


    
      just off A66 at Braithwaite
    


    
      [image:  no image]10.30-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 778436
    


    
      [image: Website icon] middle-ruddings.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Country inn situated close to the A66 with great views of Skiddaw. It has three handpumps and only sells Cumbrian beers – the landlord visits the breweries before taking the beers. He has twice hosted a beer lover’s dinner on behalf of CAMRA and is now to make it an annual event. The place is family-run and family-friendly, with children and dogs welcome. The restaurant also promotes local produce.
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      Broughton Mills
      

    


    
      Blacksmiths Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA20 6AX
    


    
      1 mile off A593 Broughton-in-Furness to Coniston road, 2 miles N of Broughton
    


    
      SD222905
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30 (not Mon), 5-11; 12-11 Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 716824
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theblacksmithsarms.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Set in great walking country and listed in CAMRA’s National Inventory of Historic Pub Interiors, this inn is well worth seeking out. It is unspoilt, featuring original beams, slate floors, oak panelling and a range, all dating back over 300 years. It comprises four public rooms of which three are available to diners; the home-cooked food enjoys considerable acclaim (no food Mon). The bar itself is reserved for drinkers, with an outside patio area making the most of the rural surroundings. Cider makes an appearance in summer.
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      Broughton-in-Furness
      

    


    
      Manor Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Square, LA20 6HY
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30 (midnight Fri & Sat) 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 716286
    


    
      [image: Website icon] manorarmsthesquare.co.uk
    


    Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Yates Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This outstanding venue, where the Varty family has celebrated over 20 years of ownership, flies the flag for real ale in this popular Cumbrian village. Winner of numerous CAMRA awards, it has made it to the latter stages of the National Pub of the Year three times. The beer range promotes independent breweries and the eight handpumps are in themselves a mini beer festival. If you want to try real ale, this is the place.
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      Cark-in-Cartmel
      

    


    
      Engine Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA11 7NZ
    


    
      3 miles W of Grange-over-Sands
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30 (12 Sun)-1am
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 558341
    


    
      [image: Website icon] engineinn.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Family-run traditional 17th-century inn, which took its name from the steam engines that used to service the local mills in Cark. It was tastefully refurbished during 2010, retaining the games room and restaurant area. Five en-suite letting rooms (refurbished at the same time) get booked very early for Cartmel Races and events at nearby Holker Hall. Beers from the Punch list are supplemented by ales from Ulverston and other local breweries. This venue will close earlier if quiet. Handy for the railway station.
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      Carlisle
      

    


    
      Howard Arms
    


    
      107 Lowther Street, CA3 8ED
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 532926
    


    Caledonian Deuchars IPA; Theakston Best Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A beautiful original tiled exterior from pre-state management time welcomes visitors to this stalwart of the Guide. The landlord was awarded a certificate in recognition of 25 years of devotion to real ale by the local CAMRA branch (no keg here). A collection of divided rooms surrounds the horseshoe-shaped bar. Pictures of the acts that performed at the now sadly demolished theatre opposite are a reminder of bygone years.
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      King's Head
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Fisher Street, CA3 8RF
    


    
      behind old town hall
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11 (midnight Fri); 11-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 533797
    


    
      [image: Website icon] kingsheadcarlisle.co.uk
    


    Yates Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This CAMRA multi-award-winning pub is one of the oldest in Carlisle. Pictures of old Carlisle adorn the walls inside, and outside is an explanation of why Carlisle is not in the Domesday Book. Three guest beers include local brews, and takeaway beer cartons are available. The Lanes shopping centre and the castle and cathedral are nearby. Good-value meals are served at lunchtime. The covered smoking area to the back has a large TV and barbecue for parties. No children allowed.
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      Linton Holme
    
[image:  no image]

    
      82 Lindisfarne Street, CA1 2NB
    


    
      E off London Road beside old tram sheds
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (4 Fri)-11; 12-11 Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 532637
    


    Yates Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Former hotel retaining many original features including tiled mosaic floors, etched windows and a wonderful marble pillar outside. It is situated in a quiet residential area and is well worth making the effort to seek out. Inside, a variety of rooms all open out to a bar area where there is a large pool table suitable for use by wheelchair users. The guest ale is frequently from a micro-brewery. TVs show sporting events, and regular darts, pool and quiz nights are held. Local CAMRA award winner.
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      Spinners Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Cummersdale Road, Cummersdale, CA2 6BD
    


    
      1 mile W of Carlisle off B5299
    


    
      [image:  no image]6 (12 Sat & Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 532928
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Cosy family-friendly refurbished hostelry with unique animal-decorated gutters and a welcoming real fire. It is situated less than half a mile from Carlisle’s south-western boundary, close to the Cumbrian Way and National Cycle Route 7, which run alongside the River Caldew. A good variety of guest ales from local, Cumbrian and northern micro-breweries is served. Live Cumbrian musicians perform on the first Saturday night of the month. Lunches are served Saturday and Sunday only, and evening bar meals 6-9pm (not Tue). Children (until 9pm) and well-behaved dogs are welcome.
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      Woodrow Wilson
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      48 Botchergate, CA1 1QS
    


    
      [image:  no image]7am-midnight (12.30am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 819942
    


    Greene King Abbot; Marston's Pedigree; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Wetherspoon pub in a former Co-op building named after the former US president, who was born in Carlisle, offering the largest range of real ales in Carlisle, including a big proportion of local beers. Food is available all day till 10pm. At the rear there is a spacious heated patio for smokers. Children are welcome in some areas until 8pm. Five minutes’ walk from the railway station and city centre.
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      Castle Carrock
      

    


    
      Duke of Cumberland
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA8 9LU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 670341
    


    Geltsdale Cold Fell; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated on the edge of a small village green at the foot of the northern Pennines, the Duke reopened in December 2009 after being closed for over 11 years. The open-plan L-shape format has the darts and TV area on the short leg and therefore not encroaching on the bar and dining area. The reopening coincided with the centenary of the local reservoir serving Carlisle, and some prints from the exhibition decorate the walls, creating interest for visitors.
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      Chapel Stile
      

    


    
      Wainwrights Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      LA22 9JH
    


    
      on B5343 from Skelwith Bridge
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30 (12 Sun)-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 438088
    


    
      [image: Website icon] langdale.co.uk/dine/wainwrights
    


    Banks's Bitter; Jennings Cumberland Ale, Sneck Lifter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally a farmhouse near the former Elterwater gunpowder works, the pub is now well known for its location in one of the most popular Lakeland valleys, for its quality of service and for the variety of its real ales. The stone-flagged bar area, where dogs are welcome, has four guest beers, usually from Cumbrian or small northern breweries, in addition to its regular ones.
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      Cleator
      

    


    
      Brook
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      Trumpet Terrace, CA23 3DX
    


    
      on A5086 between Cleator Moor and Egremont
    


    
      NY021140
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 811635
    


    Taylor Landlord; Yates Golden Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Candles and fairy lights, unstained beams, nooks and crannies, quirky ornaments, old photos and artworks, a chalkboard of forthcoming events (including birthdays) and a roaring fire, give this tiny, traditional Cumberland village pub a cosy and intimate community feel, where all are welcome. Food is exceptional and popular, the beers cherished by a young licensee who produces tasting notes to hand out. Runner-up CAMRA Pub of the Year three times, it deservedly gained both the local branch and Cumbria Pub of the Year Awards in 2011.
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      Clifton
      

    


    
      George & Dragon
    


    
      CA10 2ER
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 865381
    


    
      [image: Website icon] georgeanddragonclifton.co.uk
    


    Hawkshead Bitter; Lancaster Blonde; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Sitting on the A6, Clifton’s only public house has a reputation for delicious home-cooked food, all sourced from the nearby Lowther estate. This welcoming 18th-century coaching inn has two rooms served from the bar, with comfy sofas, wooden tables, alcoves and open fires. The village is of historic interest, being the site of the last battle fought on English soil, in 1745, and there are also prehistoric burial sites close to the pub.
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      Cockermouth
      

    


    
      1761
    


    
      Market Place, CA13 9NH
    


    
      [image:  no image]4-11.30 (11 Mon & Tue); 2-11.30 Sat; 2-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 829282
    


    
      [image: Website icon] bar1761.co.uk
    


    Yates Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Named after the date from when records of the pub are available, 1761 is a traditional building with a tiled entrance, stove and fireplace, but with a modern feel. Beer is mainly from Cumbrian breweries, dispensed from four handpumps. It also offers a range of tapas and fairtrade coffee. There is a selection of board games available.
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      Swan
    


    
      55 Kirkgate, CA13 9PH
    


    
      [image:  no image]6 (12 Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 822425
    


    Jennings Dark Mild, Bitter, Cumberland Ale, Cocker Hoop [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A friendly welcome from the landlady is guaranteed at this popular locals’ pub. An easy five-minute walk from the Market Place, it has stone-flagged floors and low beams, helping to give a traditional feel. Regular quizzes and other community events are hosted. Well worth a visit for the Jennings Dark Mild alone, which is found in very few Jennings pubs, even in the town where it is brewed.
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      Tithe Barn
    


    
      Station Street, CA13 9QW
    


    
      opp Sainsbury's
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 4-11; 11-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 822179
    


    
      [image: Website icon] tithebarncockermouth.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale, Cocker Hoop [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A Marston’s-owned family-run pub in the town centre. The licensees pride themselves on the welcoming, family-friendly atmosphere in contemporary surroundings. Home-cooked food is available in either of the two ground floor bar areas. Food is also served in the upstairs dining-room, which has a lounge area and can be used for conferences. Occasional jazz evenings are hosted. Dogs are permitted.
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      Coniston
      

    


    
      Black Bull Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Yewdale Road, LA21 8DU
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 441335
    


    
      [image: Website icon] conistonbrewery.com
    


    Coniston Olivers Light Ale, Bluebird Bitter, Bluebird XB, Oldman Ale, Special Oatmeal Stout, Blacksmiths Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 16th-century coaching inn serves good food in traditional and comfortable surroundings and is the tap house for the on-site Coniston Brewing Company. The spacious bar and lounge, with beamed ceilings and tasteful decor, are always well frequented by tourists in this hugely popular area. The outside seating area is perfect for the summer months, in a spectacular location near Coniston Old Man.
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      Sun Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA21 8HQ
    


    
      up the Walna Scar road from the village
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11.30
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 441248
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thesunconiston.com
    


    Coniston Bluebird; Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Hawkshead Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Take the Walna Scar road up from Coniston village, or down from Coniston Old Man, to visit this 16th-century pub and hotel. The recently refurbished dual-level bar area has atmosphere and character, with slate flooring and abundant exposed beams, all heated by a large open range. The slate-topped bar offers up to eight cask ales, mostly from local brewers. The conservatory and terrace complete the picture, with delightful views over the garden and the village.
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      Cumwhitton
      

    


    
      Pheasant Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      CA8 9EX
    


    
      4 miles SE of A69 at Warwick Bridge
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 6-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 560102
    


    
      [image: Website icon] pheasantinncumwhitton.co.uk
    


    Geltsdale Pheasant Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This venue has had a chequered life over the years, once almost becoming housing, but since taking it over in 2005, the mother and daughter team have never looked back. Its reputation now extends far beyond the local area, which is unsurprising given the quality of the food and the real ale, which includes Pheasant Ale supplied by the nearby Geltsdale Brewery. The pub has won several CAMRA awards, proudly displayed in the bar alongside a water jug collection.
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      Dalton-in-Furness
      

    


    
      Brown Cow
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Goose Green, LA15 8LQ
    


    
      just off A590
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 462553
    


    
      [image: Website icon] browncowinndalton.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A warm and friendly atmosphere greets visitors to this 400-year-old coaching house, which has retained many original features including beams, brasses, local prints and an open fire. A winner of many awards for its five real ales, the pub also serves excellent food from a full and varied menu. Meals can be enjoyed in the large dining-room or, on warmer days, on the charming patio with heating and lighting.
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      Dent
      

    


    
      George & Dragon
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Main Street, LA10 5QL
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 625256
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thegeorgeanddragondent.co.uk
    


    Dent Ale, Golden Fleece, Porter, Aviator, Rambrau, Ramsbottom [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The Dent Brewery tap showcases all its own beers. Set in the cobbled main street of this attractive village, it is a friendly, two-bar local welcoming walkers, cyclists and dogs. A games room with pool table is off the front bar, and a large restaurant offering a good variety of meals is down a flight of stairs. Extensive mahogany panelling is adorned with brewery memorabilia and award certificates for both the pub and brewery. Served by the local bus on Wednesday and Saturday.
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      Foxfield
      

    


    
      Prince of Wales
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image]

    
      LA20 6BX
    


    
      opp station
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon & Tue; 2.45 (12 Fri & Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 716238
    


    
      [image: Website icon] princeofwalesfoxfield.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This gem of a pub is testament to what can be achieved through passion and hard work. The guest beers come from the pub’s two house breweries – Foxfield and Tigertops – and breweries throughout the country. It was joint winner of the CAMRA National Cider Pub of the Year 2010. Beers will always include a mild. Frequent beer and cider festivals throughout the year are an added bonus. A discount on B&B is offered to CAMRA members. Bus and rail stops outside.
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      Glasson
      

    


    
      Highland Laddie
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Water Street, CA7 5DT
    


    
      9 miles NW of Carlisle off B5307
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (11 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]016973 51839
    


    
      [image: Website icon] highlandladdieinn.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cocker Hoop; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small village local with a good reputation for homely food, served all day (no food Tue). Situated on the Hadrian’s Wall route and close to the Solway Firth and a bird reserve, it is open all day for walkers, birdwatchers and other recreational users. Meetings are held in the pub for the fishermen who follow the ancient occupation of haaf net fishing, unique to the Solway. Cars can be parked on the green opposite the pub. The guest ale is usually from the Marston’s range.
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      Gosforth
      

    


    
      Gosforth Hall Inn
    


    
      CA20 1AZ
    


    
      from A595 follow road signed to Wasdale. Turn left at church
    


    
      NY073036
    


    
      [image:  no image]3 (12 Fri-Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 725322
    


    
      [image: Website icon] gosforthhallinn.co.uk
    


    Hawkshead Bitter; Keswick Thirst Run; Yates Golden Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Grade II-listed former 17th-century fortified farmhouse, with a priest’s hole and England’s widest sandstone hearth. The adjacent St Mary’s Church has a famous 15-foot Viking cross. This family and dog friendly inn, with boules pitch and large landscaped garden, serves meals weekend lunchtimes and every evening. Rod’s specialities are his fabulous home-made pies. The guest beer is usually from a Cumbrian brewery. Recent winner of local CAMRA branch awards.
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      Grasmere
      

    


    
      Dale Lodge Hotel (Tweedies Bar)
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      Langdale Road, LA22 9SW
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Thu-Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 435300
    


    
      [image: Website icon] dalelodgehotel.co.uk
    


    Theakston Old Peculier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The bar area has been enlarged by moving the bar counter back to include a former games room. The excellent choice of changing beers remains, and the wood-burning winter stove still manages to keep drinkers warm. Better than average meals are served in both the bar and the slightly more formal adjoining dining-room. The large lawned grounds have ample seating. The Grasmere Guzzler beer festival, including a hog roast, is held each September. Open top buses (599) run from Easter to October.
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      Great Broughton
      

    


    
      Punchbowl Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      19 Main Street, CA13 0YJ
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-4 (Fri & Sat); 7-11 12-3, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 824708
    


    Jennings Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Classic village pub that is full of character and characters. The venue dates from the 17th century, with beams, open fire and an almost antique juke-box. Very welcoming and friendly, it attracts locals and visitors alike. The walls are covered in tokens of local esteem and memorabilia, which all add to the atmosphere, and it boasts a large collection of water jugs suspended from the ceiling above the bar. Two well-kept ales, Jennings Bitter and a guest, are always available.
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      Great Langdale
      

    


    
      Old Dungeon Ghyll Hotel
    


    
      LA22 9JY
    


    
      over bridge at end of B5343
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 437272
    


    
      [image: Website icon] odg.co.uk
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter, Ale; Jennings Cumberland Ale; Theakston XB, Old Peculier; Yates Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Converted from a cowshed in the late 1940s, this pub is now a haven for walkers and climbers, offering a friendly welcome to those in muddy boots and wet waterproofs. The fire in the old range is much appreciated in winter, while impressive surrounding fell views can be enjoyed from the patio benches. An excellent range of Cumbrian beers is complemented by good home-cooked pub food. Meals in the hotel need to be booked in advance.
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      Great Salkeld
      

    


    
      Highland Drove
    


    
      CA11 9NA
    


    
      off B6412 between A686 and Lazonby
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon), 6-midnight; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 898349
    


    
      [image: Website icon] kyloes.co.uk
    


    John Smith's Bitter; Theakston Black Bull Bitter; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      In a charming village overlooking the Eden Valley, this venue has built up a great reputation since the present owners took over in 1999. Their pride and joy is the award-winning Kyloes restaurant in an upstairs extension, while the three downstairs areas have a cosy welcoming atmosphere featuring exposed brickwork and timber tastefully carried out in a Highland theme, all contributing to regular CAMRA awards. One room is a dedicated games area, and there is a separate downstairs menu.
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      Greenodd
      

    


    
      Ship Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Main Street, LA12 7QZ
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 6 (12 Sat)-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]07782 655294
    


    Greenodd Blonde, Brunette, GPA, Kiln Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional village pub, blending the old and the new. It commenced brewing a range of its own beers in 2010 – two of the four ales brewed are usually available. Beamed ceilings contrast with leather suites, and real fires enhance the ambience of the relaxing lounge and bar areas. A separate games room houses a pool table, dartboard and juke-box.
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      Hallbankgate
      

    


    
      Belted Will
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA8 2NJ
    


    
      on A689 Alston road 4 miles E of Brampton
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2 (summer only), 5-midnight; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 746236
    


    
      [image: Website icon] beltedwill.co.uk
    


    Caledonian Deuchars IPA; Hesket Newmarket Hadrian's Gold; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Closed along with most of the other pubs in the area by the infamous Rosalind, Duchess of Carlisle, a new licence was granted in the 1970s, and this local is now the centre of a close-knit but scattered population. The enthusiastic owners organise various special events, helping to uphold the pub’s strong community spirit. Ideally situated for a number of outdoor activities, it also attracts many visitors, resulting in a good mixed clientele enjoying the well-kept real ales and good food.
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      Haverthwaite
      

    


    
      Anglers Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA12 8AJ
    


    
      off A590 by Haverthwaite Railway Station
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-midnight (1am Sat) 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]015395 31216
    


    Thwaites Lancaster Bomber; York Guzzler, Yorkshire Terrier [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Located just off the A590 near the privately-owned Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway and easily accessible from the X35 bus linking Barrow and Kendal, the Mitchells-owned pub offers a warm welcome and a large range of beers. A spacious outdoor drinking and dining area makes for a pleasant experience in warmer weather. Regular beer festivals are held. Camping is available at nearby Bigland Hall.
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      Hensingham
      

    


    
      Globe
    


    
      Main Street, CA28 8QX
    


    
      [image:  no image]5 (12 Fri-Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 590772
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Small, friendly, family-run pub featuring three sports screens and a pool table. Home to pool, darts, dominoes and quiz teams, bell ringers also quench their thirst here, families celebrate and friends party. The home-cooked food is very popular. This is very much a local community pub where everyone knows your name, but visitors are made most welcome by all. Beers are a selection of interesting ales from the Lake District and surrounding area. Access by public transport is easy.
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      Hesket Newmarket
      

    


    
      Old Crown
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Main Street, CA7 8JG
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3 (not Mon-Thu), 5.30-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 478288
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theoldcrownpub.co.uk
    


    Hesket Newmarket Great Cockup Porter, Blencathra Bitter, Skiddaw Special Bitter, Helvellyn Gold, Doris's 90th Birthday Ale, Old Carrock Strong Ale [image: Handpump icon]


    
      On the edge of the northern Lakeland fells, this pub is at the centre of village life. It is owned as a co-operative by the local community, who are dedicated to maintaining its original character. It offers the full range of Hesket Newmarket beers from the brewery located at the rear of the pub. Brewery tours are followed by samples, and a meal can be arranged by contacting the pub. A firm favourite of Prince Charles and Sir Chris Bonington.
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      Ings
      

    


    
      Watermill Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA8 9PY
    


    
      turn off A591 by church
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 821309
    


    
      [image: Website icon] lakelandpub.co.uk
    


    Coniston Bluebird; Hawkshead Bitter; Theakston Old Peculier; Watermill Collie Wobbles, Isle of Dogs; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This friendly, family-owned pub and brewery has deservedly won many awards during its 20-year history. The accent has always been on the range and quality of real ale – many beers are now brewed on the premises – and the ability to hold a conversation thanks to the absence of piped music. Two bars, though separate, are served from a central counter. Viewing windows permit examination of both the cellar and brewery. A wide selection of meals is served every day until 9pm and dogs are provided with water and biscuits.
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      Kendal
      

    


    
      Alexanders
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Castle Green Lane, LA9 6RG
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 797017
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Set in the grounds of the Castle Green Hotel (a former electricity board regional headquarters), Alexanders occupies an older barn/stable block and, as a free house, offers up to four different Cumbrian beers. A large conservatory provides comfortable seating, dining facilities and fine views over the extensive pub and hotel grounds, Kendal castle ruins and the distant fells.
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      Burgundy's Wine Bar
    


    
      19 Lowther Street, LA9 4DH
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 11.30-3.30 (not Tue & Wed), 6.30-midnight; 11-midnight Sat 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 733803
    


    
      [image: Website icon] burgundyswinebar.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Multi-level, town-centre bar with plans for expansion. It offers a fine selection of real ales – including Yates – in top condition, as well as an above-average range of continental lagers, both draught and bottled. The street-level bar area has bench seating, upstairs is a mezzanine floor with tables and chairs and access to a patio, while downstairs is another room with access to the rear alleyway. The Cumbria Beer Challenge is hosted here prior to Easter each year.
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      Riflemans Arms
    


    
      4 Greenside, LA9 4LD
    


    
      [image:  no image]6.30 (12 Sat & Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 723224
    


    Tetley Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A real community, dog- and family-friendly pub in a short terrace, on the edge of town, overlooking a pleasant green. The entrance leads into a partly divided bar offering Tetley Bitter plus three changing guest beers, including one from a local brewery. Another handpump to serve mild will be added shortly. A number of local groups hold their meetings here, and it is a mecca for local folk musicians, who play every Thursday evening.
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      Keswick
      

    


    
      Dog & Gun
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      2 Lake Road, CA12 5BT
    


    
      off Market Place
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 773463
    


    Theakston Old Peculier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Busy town-centre pub with a changing selection of six real ales, five from Cumbrian breweries, always including two from the nearby Keswick Brewing Company. The pub retains much of its original character, with stone floors, a low ceiling and the remains of a stone spiral staircase. Bar meals are served all day until 9pm; Hungarian goulash is a house special. Food is also provided for well-behaved dogs. Quiz night is Thursday, with proceeds going to the Keswick Mountain Rescue Team.
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      Kings Meaburn
      

    


    
      White Horse
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      CA10 3BU
    


    
      NY620211
    


    
      [image:  no image]7 (6 Thu & Fri)-11; 12-2, 6-2am Sat 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01931 714256
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This cosy, single-room local is the focal point of social life for residents of the village and the surrounding farming community. The different beers are often collected by the owner from breweries near and far. The Eden Valley beer festival is held under canvas in an adjoining field each July, and an in-house festival is hosted in March/April. Food is locally sourced wherever possible. Hours may extend in summer.
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      Kirkby Lonsdale
      

    


    
      Orange Tree
    
[image:  no image] [image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      9 Fairbank, LA6 2BD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01524 271716
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theorangetreehotel.com
    


    Kirkby Lonsdale Ruskin's Bitter, Radical Red, Monumental Blonde, Jubilee Stout; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A family-run, buzzing town-centre pub is the Kirkby Lonsdale Brewery tap. A central bar has three varying beers from the brewery and two local micro-brewery ales on at any one time. Around the bar there are several cosy seating areas and a larger area where electric knick-knacks, old photos and rugby mementos abound. There is a separate dining-room to the rear, and hearty meals are produced from ingredients sourced from the excellent shops in town. CAMRA members receive a discount.
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      Lindal-in-Furness
      

    


    
      Railway Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      London Road, LA12 0LL
    


    
      [image:  no image]4-11 Mon-Wed; 3 (6 Thu)-midnight 12-7 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 462889
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A welcoming open-plan, single-room pub with a beamed ceiling and slate floor. At one end is a comfortable lounge area around a stone feature fireplace and open fire. Adding to the character is a centrally positioned bar made from old church pews, with up to four handpumps active, and a local beer always available. Food is served Saturday and Sunday lunchtimes and every evening till 9pm (booking advisable). Visitors are also welcome at the quiz night on Thursday.
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      Loppergarth
      

    


    
      Wellington
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Main Street, LA12 0JL
    


    
      1 mile from A590 between Lindal and Pennington
    


    
      SD260772
    


    
      [image:  no image]6-midnight (1am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 582388
    


    Foxfield Dark Mild; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Superb village local, tucked away one mile from the A590. Four handpumps serve mainly local beers, all in good condition (no smooth!). The central bar has four distinct areas, and a large games/family room at the side. There is no juke-box or fruit machine, just games, books and good conversation, and a buy-and-return library in aid of local charities. Wood-burning stoves in the bar and family room make this a cosy pub. A popular quiz takes place on alternate Saturdays, and darts teams play here. The TV is usually on. Dogs on leads welcome.
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      Low Hesket
      

    


    
      Rose & Crown
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Low Hesket, CA4 0HG
    


    
      next to A6 in village
    


    
      [image:  no image]6-midnight (12.30am Fri & Sat) 12-3, 6-11.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 473346
    


    Jennings Dark Mild, Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A rare outlet for Jennings Mild, this 18th-century coaching inn has a definite transport feel. On the walls are pictures of various forms of transport and some of the seats are from a vintage bus. The theme continues into the dining room with railway memorabilia and model trains featuring the Royal Scot, which makes occasional journeys above diners’ heads. Locally-sourced food is a feature. There are occasional seasonal beers from the Jennings range. Closed lunchtime except Sunday.
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      Low Lorton
      

    


    
      Wheatsheaf Inn
    


    
      CA13 9UW
    


    
      in Low Lorton village, on B5289
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 85199
    


    
      [image: Website icon] wheatsheafinnlorton.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale, Cocker Hoop, Sneck Lifter, seasonal beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Three miles south of Cockermouth with panoramic views of some of the finest Lakeland fells. The inn has a superb choice of real ales brewed by the town’s Jennings Brewery including every one of the monthly ales – a rare feat. Guests include some of the more obscure beers on the Marston’s list, as the hundreds of pump clips adorning the walls testify. Two roaring open fires welcome locals and visitors alike. There is a quiz on Wednesday, and fresh fish on Thursday and Friday. Outside are extensive grounds and an enclosed beer garden.
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      Loweswater
      

    


    
      Kirkstile Inn
    


    
      CA13 0RU
    


    
      off B5289, 5 miles from Cockermouth via Lorton
    


    
      NY140210
    


    
      [image:  no image]10-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 85219
    


    
      [image: Website icon] kirkstile.com
    


    Cumbrian Legendary Melbreak Bitter, Langdale, Grasmoor Dark Ale, Gold; Yates Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This inn sits below Melbreak, nestling between Loweswater and Crummock Water. Comprising a bar plus two sitting areas and a restaurant, the 17th-century hostelry has low ceilings and stone walls. It is the tap for the Cumbrian Legendary Ales brewery, with six handpumps. The guest beer is usually Yates but occasionally changes. Oversized glasses are used. Food is offered both lunch and evening, and the pub can be busy with diners during peak times. A past local CAMRA Pub of the Year and runner-up.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_w.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_z.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Maryport
      

    


    
      Lifeboat Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Shipping Brow, CA15 6AB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 814636
    


    Cumbrian Legendary Langdale; Jennings Bitter, Cocker Hoop; Yates Golden Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      There has been a pub on this scenic harbour site since 1751. The Lifeboat’s owner wants it to be a mecca for real ale; it features five handpumps serving local beers. It is the venue for The Biggest Vegetable in the World competition. There is a quiz night on alternate Thursdays. A real ale tent is provided on the last weekend in July to coincide with the Maryport Blues Festival. It has a comfortable and friendly bar, with a large function room upstairs. Meals are home cooked and popular.
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      Melmerby
      

    


    
      Shepherds Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA10 1HF
    


    
      [image:  no image]12 (5 Mon-Thu Oct-Feb)-11 12-11 (10.30 winter) Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 881741
    


    
      [image: Website icon] shepherdsinnmelmerby.co.uk
    


    Tirril Old Faithful; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The original red sandstone pub dates back to 1789 but later incorporated an adjacent barn resulting in differing floor levels. The main bar is on the lower level but this too has a raised area usually used for food but also darts. Up to four guest beers are available depending on season, many of them local. Melmerby is an attractive village ideally situated to catch travellers on the scenic route from the North East to the Lakes.
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      Near Sawrey
      

    


    
      Tower Bank Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA22 0LF
    


    
      on B5285 6 miles S of Ambleside
    


    
      SD370956
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed 2.30-5.30 Mon-Fri winter; 11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 436334
    


    
      [image: Website icon] towerbankarms.co.uk
    


    Hawkshead Bitter, Brodie's Prime; Cumbrian Legendary Loweswater Gold [image: Handpump icon]


    
      All the features of a traditional 17th-century Lakeland inn are to be found here: slate floor, oak beams and a cooking range housing an open fire. Set in a beautiful rural location next to Hill Top, the former home of Beatrix Potter (which is open to the public), it can be very busy at holiday times. Food is served in the bar and restaurant. All beers are sourced locally. Children are welcome, as are dogs, but not in the restaurant.
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      Nether Wasdale
      

    


    
      Strands
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA20 1ET
    


    
      NY125039
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 726237
    


    
      [image: Website icon] strandshotel.co.uk
    


    Strands Brown Bitter, Errmmm..., Dafydd Ale, Angry Bee, T'Errmmm-inator [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The home of an inventive brewer, up to six of his beers are on the bar. The May Festival of Beers features all 20 at once. Part of a comfortable hotel with reasonable rates and free WiFi, the bar is definitely a village pub. Interesting food is prepared from fresh, locally-sourced produce. Features include music nights, visiting morris dancers and a handy campsite – in the depths of the most beautiful scenery imaginable – making it a place not to be missed when visiting the Lake District.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_k.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_c.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Penrith
      

    


    
      Agricultural Hotel
    


    
      Castlegate, CA11 7JE
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 862622
    


    
      [image: Website icon] the-agricultural-hotel.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale, Sneck Lifter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The hotel is built from local sandstone and the bar and dining room are open plan, with steps from one to the other. There is also a small reception area. It has a Victorian shuttered bar of sash screens with four handpumps selling Jennings beers. Food is served in the large dining area as well as in the bar at quiet times. Very convenient for the railway station and nearby bus stops.
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      Cross Keys
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Carleton, CA11 8TP
    


    
      E off A66 on A686 towards Alston
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2, 6-midnight; 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 865588
    


    Theakston Black Bull Bitter; Tirril 1823; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Formerly a pub then closed and used as a house for many years, the Cross Keys was converted back to a pub and reopened in late 2008. With a very modern feel, the bar, pool room, darts, dining area and upstairs restaurant are spread over several levels. Food is served lunchtimes and evenings until 9pm. The LocAle is from the nearby Tirril Brewery. The owners also run Kyloes restaurant at the nearby Highland Drove pub in Great Salkeld.
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      Penruddock
      

    


    
      Herdwick Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA11 0QU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2.30, 5.30-11; 12-midnight Sat 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 483007
    


    
      [image: Website icon] herdwickinn.com
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This charming 18th-century pub is named after the hardy breed of Cumbrian sheep. Situated north of the A66 between Penrith and Keswick, it is all that a traditional village pub should be and more. Original oak beams, open fireplaces and local stone walls add to the character of this local CAMRA award winner. The Herdwick includes a bar, games room, large garden and restaurant with excellent food. Close to the Coast-to-Coast cycle route, the inn has secure cycle storage. Accommodation is recommended.
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      Port Carlisle
      

    


    
      Hope & Anchor
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA7 5BU
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 summer; 12-2, 5-11 winter
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 351460
    


    
      [image: Website icon] hopeandanchorinn.com
    


    Cumberland Corby Ale; guest beer [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A popular village pub well placed for walkers and cyclists on the Hadrian’s Wall route. B&B accommodation is available in a double or family room. Car parking is shared with the bowling green across the road. A LocAle is stocked all year round, with two guest beers in summer. Meals are available all year, lunchtimes and evenings.
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      Ravenglass
      

    


    
      Ratty Arms
    


    
      The Ratty Arms, CA18 1SN
    


    
      through mainline station or village car park
    


    
      [image:  no image]11 (12 Sat & Sun)-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 717676
    


    Greene King Ruddles Best Bitter; Jennings Cumberland Ale; Theakston Best Bitter; Whitehaven Ennerdale Blonde; Yates Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A railway-themed pub deservedly popular with locals and tourists. It occupies the former station building at the junction of the main line and the ‘La’al Ratty’; this narrow-gauge steam train runs deep into Upper Eskdale, with more good pubs, high fells and Roman remains to explore. Local attractions are Muncaster Castle, a Roman bathhouse, and an impressive estuary, rich in wildlife. Guest beers are often from Keswick and Whitehaven breweries. Excellent good-value food is served all day.
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      Ravenstonedale
      

    


    
      Black Swan Inn
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      CA17 4NG
    


    
      village signed off A685
    


    
      [image:  no image]8.30am-11 (1am Fri & Sat) 11-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 623204
    


    
      [image: Website icon] blackswanhotel.com
    


    Black Sheep Best Bitter; John Smith's Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An excellent example of a pub as the hub of a community, combining a Cask Marque accredited real ale outlet with the village shop, offering local produce. The bar serves up to five real ales, including two locals. It has a TV, and the lounge has adjoining dining-rooms where locally sourced food is served. Across the road is a well-maintained garden complete with stream. An annual beer and music event is held.
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      Rosthwaite
      

    


    
      Scafell Hotel (Riverside Bar)
    


    
      CA12 5XB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 777208
    


    
      [image: Website icon] scafell.co.uk
    


    Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale; Theakston Old Peculier; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      The entrance to the Riverside Bar is tucked away down the side of the hotel, which may be the reason it has the feel of a real pub. Slate-flagged floors and coal fires make it welcoming on a wet day, while good weather can be enjoyed in the riverside garden. This is one of the few places in the area where Copper Dragon beers can be found regularly. Good quality food is reasonably priced.
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      Rydal
      

    


    
      Glen Rothay Hotel (Badger Bar)
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA22 9LR
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 434500
    


    
      [image: Website icon] theglenrothay.co.uk
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This roadside inn dates from 1624 and is especially popular with walkers. There is a warming log fire in the main bar, where owners with dogs are welcome. The five beers on offer are all Cumbrian, reflecting the importance placed here on the environment. The separate Oak Room has a fireplace with a superb overmantel. A well-appointed dining-room looks out over Rydal Water. CAMRA members receive a discount.
    


    [image: icon_f.gif (No Description)][image: icon_q.gif (No Description)][image: icon_o.gif (No Description)][image: icon_a.gif (No Description)][image: icon_l.gif (No Description)][image: icon_e.gif (No Description)][image: icon_t_.gif (No Description)](555,599) [image: icon_g.gif (No Description)][image: icon_p.gif (No Description)][image: icon_s.gif (No Description)]


    


    
      Santon Bridge
      

    


    
      Bridge Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      CA19 1UX
    


    
      3 miles E of A595 at Holmrook
    


    
      NY110016
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-midnight
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 726221
    


    
      [image: Website icon] santonbridgeinn.com
    


    Jennings Bitter, Cumberland Ale, Cocker Hoop, Sneck Lifter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Once a modest mail coach halt, this venue is now an award-winning country inn with creaking floors, low beams and warming fires. A comprehensive range of Jenning’s beers and home-cooked food make this a pub not to be missed. Guest beers are from the Marston range. In summer relax outside by the river and take part in the lovely mountain views. The inn hosts the immensely popular World’s Biggest Liar competition in November.
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      Seascale
      

    


    
      Calder House Hotel
    


    
      The Banks, CA20 1QP
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-2, 5.30-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]019467 28538
    


    
      [image: Website icon] calderhouse.co.uk
    


    Jennings Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      An imposing Victorian building which for 50 years was Calder Girls’ School, in its heyday patronised by well-to-do society who sent their offspring to board in the flourishing seaside resort of Seascale. The interior retains many attractive Victorian features in good condition, as well as memorabilia echoing its past. Only 50 yards from the 18-hole golf club, it looks out across extensive sandy beaches and the Irish Sea to the Isle of Man. Local CAMRA Pub of the Season Autumn 2010.
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      Seathwaite
      

    


    
      Newfield Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA20 6ED
    


    
      6 miles N of Broughton
    


    
      SD228960
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 716208
    


    
      [image: Website icon] newfieldinn.co.uk
    


    Jennings Cumberland Ale; Cumberland Legendary Dickie Doodle [image: Handpump icon]


    
      This 17th-century free house in the Duddon Valley, Wordsworth’s favourite area, is an oasis for fell walkers and travellers passing through. Note the unique banded slate floor in the bar. Good food is served all day and steaks are a speciality. The spacious beer garden has excellent views towards the Coniston Fells. The pub is a venue for the Broughton Festival of Beer held each autumn.
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      Silloth
      

    


    
      Albion
    


    
      Eden Street, CA7 4AS
    


    
      [image:  no image]3 (7 Mon)-11; 4.30-11 winter; 2-midnight Fri; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 331321
    


    Derwent Parsons Pledge; Tetley Mild [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional one-bar pub with a separate family room containing a pool table and TV, well supported by friendly locals and summer visitors. Pictures of old Silloth decorate the walls along with two models of whaling trawlers. There are numerous photos celebrating the Isle of Man TT races; the local motorcycle club meets here on the first Sunday of each month and welcomes visitors. The nearby Derwent Brewery often tries out new beers at this hostelry. A holiday cottage is available next door.
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      Sizergh
      

    


    
      Strickland Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA8 8DZ
    


    
      follow signs to Sizergh Castle off A590
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-3.30, 5.30-midnight; 11.30-midnight Sat & summer 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 561010
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thestricklandarms.com
    


    Thwaites Wainwright, Lancaster Bomber; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A fine-looking building set in a quiet location on the approach to Sizergh Castle. There are wooden and flagstoned floors in the large bar and dining area, with a further dining area upstairs. Three guest beers are all from the ever-increasing number of Cumbrian micro-breweries. Eclectic furniture and decorations abound in this warm and welcoming pub, which provides both locals and tourists with fine ales and food without compromise.
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      Staveley
      

    


    
      Eagle & Child
    


    
      Kendal Road, LA8 9LP
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 821320
    


    
      [image: Website icon] eaglechildinn.co.uk
    


    Hawkshead Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A popular village local with a warm and friendly atmosphere and a welcoming fire in winter. The walls and ceiling are adorned with old prints, a collection of hats, and other memorabilia. Good value food, especially the lunchtime menu, is very popular. Local Cumbrian beers predominate in the guest beer range. The garden across the road overlooks the River Kent and holds a tented beer festival for both May and August bank holidays.
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      Strawberry Bank
      

    


    
      Masons Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Cartmel Fell, LA11 6NW
    


    
      SD413895
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-11 12-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 568486
    


    
      [image: Website icon] masonsarmsstrawberrybank.co.uk
    


    Hawkshead Bitter, Lakeland Gold; Thwaites Wainwright; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Owned by the Individual Inns group, this picturesque pub is set on a hillside, with spectacular views across the Winster Valley. Two solid fuel ranges and three seating areas provide a cosy atmosphere in winter, while the outdoor seating and dining area is an idyllic location on a warm sunny day. Dogs are welcome in the garden only. The pub is very popular with walkers and the local community alike.
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      Talkin
      

    


    
      Blacksmiths Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      CA8 1LE
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 6-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 73452
    


    
      [image: Website icon] blacksmithstalkin.co.uk
    


    Geltsdale Cold Fell, Brampton Bitter; Jennings Cumberland Ale; Yates Bitter [image: Handpump icon]


    
      One of the most popular pubs in the area, the Blackies has been a regular Guide entry for the past 11 years. Immaculately maintained, its reputation is fully warranted – there is no TV, only subdued music, friendly staff and good food. With four real ales, it is also the best stocked bar in the vicinity. Local attractions include a nearby golf course and a country park. Now a family business, its future popularity and success appear assured.
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      Tallentire
      

    


    
      Bush Inn
    


    
      CA13 0PT
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 5.30 (6 Tue & Wed)-midnight 12-2, 7-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01900 823707
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional Cumbrian village pub with simple decor, stone-flagged floors and low ceilings. The pub is at the centre of many village events and hosts monthly folk music evenings. Two guest beers are usually from northern and Scottish breweries; the house beer, Old Tallentire, is Robinson’s Old Stockport. Meals are served in the restaurant Thursday-Saturday evenings and Sunday lunchtime. A previous CAMRA Pub of the Season and Pub of the Year runner-up.
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      Ulverston
      

    


    
      Devonshire Arms
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Braddyll Terrace, Victoria Road, LA12 0DH
    


    
      [image:  no image]4 (3 Thu & Fri)-11; 12-midnight Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 582537
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Situated between bus and train stations (adjacent to the railway bridge), The Dev is a large single-room pub. Distinct areas are formed by the use of comfortable bench seating. Two TVs show major sporting events, and there is a juke-box, pool, darts and dominoes. This is a real locals’ pub, where all are welcome. Six handpumps serve superb ales from near and far. A beer festival is held on the May Day weekend.
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      Mill
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      Mill Street, LA12 7EB
    


    
      [image:  no image]11-11 (1am Fri & Sat) 11-10.30 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 581384
    


    
      [image: Website icon] mill-at-ulverston.co.uk
    


    Lancaster Amber, Blonde, Black, Red; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Tasteful conversion of the old town mill into a pub and restaurant by the Lancaster Brewery. The original waterwheel can be seen in the centre of the building and the mill race still runs through the elevated beer garden. Set over two floors, seating areas include a mix of sofas and armchairs. The Lancaster beer range is supplemented by four guests. Quality food is served in the bar and dining-room.
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      Stan Laurel Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      The Ellers, LA12 0AB
    


    
      [image:  no image]7-midnight Mon; 12-2.30, 6-midnight 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 582814
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thestanlaurel.co.uk
    


    Thwaites Original; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Close to the town centre and named after the town’s most famous son, this welcoming pub focuses on locally produced beers – six handpulls are available in the main bar. Also popular for good value quality meals, booking is recommended (no food Mon). In summer, drinks can be enjoyed outside at picnic tables. There is a separate darts/pool room and a smaller room for diners.
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      Swan Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Swan Street, LA12 7JX
    


    
      [image:  no image]3.30-11; 12-midnight Fri & Sat 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 582519
    


    Hawkshead Lakeland Gold, Brodie's Prime; Yates Bitter; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Easily accessed, just off the town centre, the Swan offers up to 10 real ales, many rare for the area, sourced from near and far, encompassing all styles and strengths. A single bar serves three drinking areas, one with a real fire. Tuesday is quiz night, and there is regular live music including an open mike session on Wednesday. The popular Oktoberfest and Easter beer festivals take place in a large marquee in the garden, with all beers on handpull.
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      Underbarrow
      

    


    
      Punchbowl Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA8 8HQ
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Tue; 12-3, 6-11 12-11 Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 568234
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional village inn on a scenic route between Kendal and Windermere Lake. The flagstone-floored main bar includes big leather sofas around an inglenook fireplace, and welcomes owners with dogs. It is popular with locals, walkers and those who love good beer with food. One beer from the Beckstones range is usually available, plus two other Cumbrian beers. There is a separate dining/function room available.
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      Waberthwaite
      

    


    
      Brown Cow
    


    
      LA19 5YJ
    


    
      on A595
    


    
      SD106932
    


    
      [image:  no image]11.30-1am 12-midnight Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01229 717243
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebrowncowinn.com
    


    Hawkshead Bitter; Stringers Dark Country; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Popular 100-year-old Cumbrian village pub offering up to seven interesting and varying real ales, always including a mild, often from Cumbrian and north Lancashire breweries. Meals use locally sourced food, particularly from the village butcher – by royal command. There is occasional live music, regular quiz nights and an annual beer festival. The Western Fells and Eskmeals nature reserve are close by. A winner of recent local CAMRA Branch awards.
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      Wetheral
      

    


    
      Wheatsheaf
    
[image:  no image] [image: Website icon]

    
      CA4 8HD
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01228 560686
    


    Cumberland Corby Bitter; Geltsdale Cold Fell; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Originally three separate rooms, now knocked into one, with a central bar, this venue is very much a local and well supported by those living nearby. It is situated a short walk up the hill from the village green in this picturesque village on the banks of the River Eden, only six miles east of Carlisle. The landlord has worked hard to increase sales of real ale and the bar now sports four handpumps, two dispensing locally brewed beers.
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      Whitehaven
      

    


    
      Tavern
    
[image:  no image]

    
      18 Tangier Street, CA28 7UX
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-midnight (2am Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01946 728283
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Popular pub with friendly staff in a building dated about 1700, close to the harbour and marina and only a short walk from the railway station, bus stop and public car park. It was closed for three years following a fire, but reopened in December 2009 completely refurbished while keeping many of its original features such as the stone-flagged floor, spiral staircase and well. It has a wood-burning stove, games room and upstairs bar.
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      Windermere
      

    


    
      Elleray Hotel
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      2-6 Cross Street, LA23 1AE
    


    
      200m from railway station
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (midnight Fri & Sat)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 488464
    


    
      [image: Website icon] elleraywindermere.co.uk
    


    Coniston Bluebird; Copper Dragon Golden Pippin; Jennings Cumberland Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      A friendly pub close to the town centre, with a large main bar and a separate restaurant. Four real ales are available throughout the year, with a stronger guest beer usually on offer during the winter months. Live music is performed most weekends, while the large beer garden is a sun-trap during the summer. CAMRA members receive a discount.
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      Winster
      

    


    
      Brown Horse Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA23 3NR
    


    
      on A5074
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01359 443443
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thebrownhorseinn.co.uk
    


    Winster Valley Best Bitter, Old School; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Traditional rural pub with its own micro-brewery. It comprises a main bar with open beams and a log fire, and a separate restaurant area, but meals are served throughout. The bar has several large tables, and four real ales are always on handpump. Beware: the brewery’s Lakes lager is keg. The outside seating area offers fine views of the surrounding countryside.
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      Witherslack
      

    


    
      Derby Arms Hotel
    
[image:  no image]

    
      LA11 6RN
    


    
      just off A590
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-3, 5.30-midnight; 12-midnight Sat & Sun
    


    
      [image:  no image]01539 552207
    


    
      [image: Website icon] thederbyarms.co.uk
    


    Cumberland Corby Ale; Hawkshead Bitter; Kirkby Lonsdale Ruskin's Bitter; Thwaites Wainwright, Lancaster Bomber [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Part of the same group as the Strickland Arms at Sizergh, this pub was reopened, after several years of closure, by the Witherslack Community Land Trust, and remains very much a community hub. A large room with open fires is straight inside the front door, and there is more dining space in the adjoining rooms, with a snug and games room at the rear. The house beer, Jolly Boys Outing, is brewed by the Cumbrian Legendary Ales brewery.
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      Wreay
      

    


    
      Plough Inn
    
[image:  no image]

    
      Wreay, CA4 0RL
    


    
      5 miles S of Carlisle, W of A6
    


    
      [image:  no image]closed Mon; 12-2.30 (not Tue), 6-11
    


    
      [image:  no image]01697 475770
    


    
      [image: Website icon] wreayplough.co.uk
    


    Cumberland Corby Ale; guest beers [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Five miles from the centre of Carlisle in a small, peaceful village, this pub is a real gem. It was bought some years ago with a view to redevelopment, but change of use was refused and it was tastefully extended by another purchaser. With a reputation for excellent food – locally sourced where possible – it is on two levels, with the main entrance and bar on the ground floor and dining tables down a few steps.
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      Yanwath
      

    


    
      Gate Inn
    
[image: Website icon]

    
      CA10 2LF
    


    
      [image:  no image]12-11 (10.30 Sun)
    


    
      [image:  no image]01768 862386
    


    
      [image: Website icon] yanwathgate.com
    


    Beer range varies [image: Handpump icon]


    
      Cosy, convivial and welcoming 17th-century pub with a single bar area. It has an open fire, a wealth of beams, and scattered tables with candles. The restaurant is committed to quality Cumbrian ale and food, but this local dining pub of the year affords an equally warm welcome to drinkers wishing to try the three varying beers. A truly unmissable pub.
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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