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 Spinifex is an Australian native 
desert grass that is drought 
resistant and holds the earth 
together. In central Australia 
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burnt by Aboriginal people as a 
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 Introduction
Did you know that the first known writer in the world was a woman; as was the first novelist? But it is not only in areas such as writing that women are responsible for cultural advancement. Many cultures credit a female deity with creating the world and with inventing all manner of things, including the wheel! Many of the world’s oldest artefacts depict women, and Marija Gimbutas, archeologist of Old Europe, claims that there is no evidence of a father figure in the oldest known historical human era, the paleolithic era (Gimbutas, 1990: 316).
In addition, there is an enormous range of traditional stories from around the world that point to a time when women had much more sacred and secular power than now. Much of early human history is guess work and is limited by the imaginations of people engaged in deciphering it. Three sets of footprints across a volcanic ash plain in Africa may be interpreted as a group of men or a nuclear family, but rarely is it suggested that it may be a group of women. There is no reason for that other than our own prejudices. Likewise human figurines previously interpreted as male are now being relooked at and reinterpreted. Closer to our own time, many cultures have a range of tales about heroines who performed remarkable feats of physical or intellectual strength. This book, in part, is intended to bring to the fore some of this knowledge. All the questions are based on previously published material and shortcomings may be the result of earlier distortion of texts relating to women.
The first thing to say, with regard to the questions asked is, don’t feel bad if you don’t know the answers. There are many questions about history, the arts, science and women’s lives that simply are not part of the mainstream from which educationalists draw their facts. Some of the questions, if you were to look up a male-centred reference book, would either not appear, or have a different answer. This discrepancy is due, not to mischievousness on my part, but rather to the distortion of knowledge about women that prevails in our culture. A great deal of information about women has been lost or destroyed over the generations. The burning of the great library in Alexandria in the first century AD was one of  the first great losses. The greater part of Sappho’s poetry was lost when the church fathers burnt her work as the works of a heretic. Much more was lost during the years of the witchburnings in Europe. In some instances the losses were not irrevocable. The works of women remained on library shelves gathering dust and have, in recent years, been picked up and read again by feminist scholars in countries all around the world. As a result there is a great deal of re-evaluation of human history from its earliest beginnings going on. But new knowledge takes time to percolate through a culture. In spite of the re-assessment, the caveman image still predominates in the popular imagination, as do many other false images of women.
Have you ever been asked, ‘Where are all the great women composers / artists / inventors / scientists / explorers / philosophers / doctors / economists?’ The problem with this kind of question is that if you don’t have a quick answer, then it is assumed that there were none. There have always been women working at the forefront of just about every human occupation – even those with which we might not want to identify – such as military expertise. Indeed, this is one area where many women’s names appear in the records. Sometimes a man has been credited with, say, a work of art, because the person (probably another man) couldn’t believe, or did not wish to believe, that a woman could paint so well. At other times men were given credit, because they were the public figures associated with the discovery which they could not have achieved without assistance, without mathematical skill, or without the daily support of a woman. The Japanese poet Sei Shonagon described the sentiment of many women when she wrote:
 Very Tiresome Things: When a poem of one’s own, that one has allowed someone else to use as his, is singled out for praise.

Even more tiresome were the times when men stole, outright, women’s work, thereby establishing lucrative reputations for themselves. Who knows that it was women who invented the basic tools for our contemporary computer society?
When you are asked such a question it is helpful to know a book that contains the answers to these questions. The questions and answers in The Spinifex Book of Women’s Answers will go some way towards changing the popular conception of what women have, or have not, achieved. The book by no means includes every woman of achievement – many volumes would be needed for that. Some  of the questions are phrased in such a way as to make it possible to guess at an answer – there being more information in the question than in the answer. This had been done to help allay the over-whelming feeling of not knowing the answers. Anyone who can answer correctly more than ten percent of the questions is doing well at countering their conditioning and their education. 
Amongst the traditions dealt with in this book are also new ones: contemporary feminist traditions. Just as women’s work has not been adequately passed on previously, contemporary feminists are concerned to ensure their work is recorded and remembered. Books, art works, political stances and famous utterances are included in this area.
This book can be used in many ways. You can sit down and read it straight through (you will find the answers at the end of each section). You can use it as the basis for a quiz night – a quiz night all about women, or if it’s a mixed quiz, as a way of evening up the odds. A question about a famous sportsman should be balanced with one about a famous sportswoman, and so on. The book can be used by students and teachers, as the basis for games or as a source of information about what women have achieved throughout history and in the modern world. Girls need to know about women who have been mathematicians, poets, mechanics, politicians and many other things besides. We all need to know more about our very long history. How does it change a woman’s view of herself when she hears that female figures created the world, or that a woman excelled at the same chosen occupation?
Clearly, for an edition published in Australia, questions about Australia and other English-speaking cultures predominate. I have, however, included questions about many other cultures and about women from countries around the world. This does, of course, make it even harder – but not for everyone. These questions will be easier, no doubt, for some. What I have discovered in putting this book together is that what is obscure for one person is very obvious for another. Each of us has our own special interests and this applies to me as the compiler of the questions. I would be interested in hearing from readers who are able to provide questions in areas that are presently under-represented. It is also important to acknowledge and rectify the cultural misrepresentation of European-centred history. Many, so-called ‘European’ cultural institutions were imported from Africa, the Middle East and Asia. Likewise, many oral traditions from around the world record historical events in  religious ritual or storytelling form. Some of these oral traditions predate written historical records. Inevitably, however, some areas will not have been adequately covered. 
The questions in the book are divided into six categories: Science and Spirit, Herstory, Lives, Time and Place, Ideology, Sport and Culture. The categories provide a focus for questions, but they are not meant to be limiting and you will also find questions about Sport or Science in categories such as Lives or Ideology. Similarly there are occasions when the answers may be incomplete, where, for instance just a few names are listed and the list could be extended. This is not always a quiz about right and wrong answers – there are still many areas where our knowledge is incomplete. Feel free to add your own answers to questions such as, Which goddesses are credited with creating the world? There are too many to list, and if I were to attempt it there would still be omissions. And there are cultures where the names of deities cannot be pronounced – I hope I have not inadvertently overstepped any boundaries in this regard. There are other questions where different traditions provide different answers, and where I have discovered this to be the case, as with immunization and the origin of the Amazons, I have included the variant answers.
The Sources represent those books which were the source of at least three questions or critical new information. Some provided many more. In general, they provide further reading or information on many of the questions. I hope that this book inspires you to read more about the lives and achievements of the women in it.
Susan Hawthorne 
August 1991.


 Science and Spirit
1. What feature is common to the mythography of the following cultures: the Chibcha people of Colombia, the Finns, the El Salvadorans, the Pelasgians of Ancient Greece, the Etruscans of ancient Italy, the people of Çatal Hüyük in ancient Anatolia (Turkey), the Maori of New Zealand, the Ashanti of Ghana, the Japanese?
2. When brother William was away from home she managed to discover eight comets over the period 1786–1797. She had also discovered three new nebulae in 1793. Brother William was also unwilling to devote the labour and time required to make a proper index that traced and cross-referenced the discrepancies between the official observations and those of the sister/brother team. The result was the Catalogue of Stars, recommended by William to his ‘Sister to undertake the arduous task’. Who was the sister?
3. In which field of medicine did the Greek physician, Aspasia, contribute the most?
4. What was the cause of ‘child bed fever ’/‘puerperal fever ’ during the 19th century?
5. She founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart and is one of the few Australians to be put forward as a candidate for canonization. What is her name?
6. Name two goddesses from any culture credited with the invention of culture, arts, science, language.
7. Maria Edgeworth (1768–1849), Anglo-Irish novelist who wrote works such as Belinda (1801), Patronage (1814) and Helen (1834), also developed an educational science curriculum for girls and pursued her own scientific interests. In which scientific discipline did she do most of her work?
8. The high-level universal computer programming language, ADA, is named after which English mathematician?
9. What do the pill, the Dalkon Shield, DES, fertility drugs and RU 486 (the French abortion pill) all have in common?  
10. Known as the ‘Witch of Agnesi’, by the age of eleven she was known as the ‘Seven-Tongued Orator ’ because she spoke fluently Italian, Latin, French, Greek, Hebrew, German and Spanish. She developed a reputation as a scholar in logic, physics, minerology, chemistry, botany, zoology and ontology. In 1738, at the age of twenty, she published Propositiones philosophicae and soon announced that she would enter a convent (mostly in order to escape the requirements of secular life, such as fashion, dancing and theatre). Unfortunately Agnesi, despite her reputation, abandoned the area of study in which she showed most promise. Had she continued she would have been considered one of the greatest in her field in the 18th century. What was her field?
11. Aphra Behn, best known for her contribution to literature, translated a scientific work in which field?
12. Amalie Dietrich (1821–1891) wrote Australische Briefe. In what field did she work?
13. What do the following madonnas found in European churches have in common? Our Lady of the Hermits at Einsiedeln, Switzerland; Our Lady of Montserrat in Spain; Notre Dame of Kazan in Russia; Our Lady of Czestochowa in Poland; Notre Dame of Hal near Brussels in Belgium; Madonna of Eastern Europe, Monastery Hurezi;  the Madonna of Loretto, Italy; and the Queen of the Pyrenees of Nuria, Spain.
14. A mathematical theorem is named after her which is still considered important by mathematicians. It deals with partial differential equations. The mathematician is Russian. Who is she?
15. In 1967, twenty-four-year-old Jocelyn Bell Burnell noticed an unknown signal from outer space. What discovery did her observations lead to?
16. Alexa Canady said to her parents: ‘You’re raising me to be the person that you don’t want my brothers to marry.’ Which profession was Alexa Canady the first black American woman to break into?
17. In what way did Amélie Lelande assist Michel Jean Jérôme Lefrançais de Lelande and Joseph Jérôme Lefrançais de Lelande in their astronomical research?
18. Who did Einstein’s mathematics?
19. Hanna Neumann was the first woman to become a professor of what discipline in Australia?  
20. Which medieval abbess and healer recommended treating diabetes by omitting sweets and nuts from the diet?
21. Isabella Cunio co-invented which printing method in the 13th century?
22. Scottish-born scientist, Mary Somerville, in her book On the Connexion of Physical Sciences presents an important antecedent to the concept of conservation of energy. In the third edition of the same work she wrote that an analysis of the perturbations of Uranus might yield the orbit of an unseen planet. Her work spread the idea and led to the discovery of which planet?
23. Hertha Marks Ayerton in 1904 read a paper on ‘The Origin and Growth of Ripple Marks’ to the Royal Society (the Royal Society is the most prestigious scientific society in Britain). How many other women had done this previously?
24. Who disproved the theory of phlogiston as it was applied to combustion?
25. Eleanor Omerod began collecting beetles as a child. In which field did she excel in later life?
26. Who was the first major sanitation engineer who, for this task, did not carry a lamp?
27. What feature is common to the mythography of the following cultures: the Ona of Tierra del Fuego, the Aboriginal people of Arnhem Land in Northern Australia, the indigenous people of the Amazon Basin in Brazil, Slavic peoples of USSR, the Songhoi people of the Sudan and many other places?
28. What do the following goddesses have in common: Inanna, Ishtar, Nerthus, Hygeia, Panacea, Scabies, Angina, Fecunditas, Mater Matuta?
29. Trotula is the author of the world’s most enduring treatise on what aspect of medicine?
30. Who was the woman to import cinchona bark, as a remedy for malaria, into Spain in the 17th century?
31. About which subject was the first manuscript known to be written by a woman in English, and published in 1671 by Jane Sharp?
32. ‘Are not philosophers, mathematicians, and astrologers often inferior to country women in their divinations and predictions, and does not the old nurse very often beat the door?’ This was said by physician Agrippa von Nettesheim in which century?
33. Wise women had used the foxglove plant as a remedy for failing heart, irregular heart rhythm, and fluid retention and swelling in legs and feet (dropsy) for centuries (millenia?). What did the eighteenth-century Dr William Withering claim to have discovered about foxglove after visiting an old woman herbalist?
34. Where is the earliest known form of immunization found?
35. In the Sung Dynasty (960–1279 AD), Taoist nuns invented which kind of innoculation for small pox?
36. Who am I? I travelled to Turkey with my husband – the British Ambassador to Constantinople – in 1717. There I learnt how to innoculate against smallpox, a practice I introduced to Britain on my return. This ‘new’ treatment came in for great criticism from both the medical establishment and from the Church, and I wrote a good deal defending it and myself. ‘I am best known, however, for my witty, ascerbic letters that were considered both feminist and funny. Alexander Pope and I were not the best of friends’.
37. With what part of the body is hysteria traditionally associated?
38. Margaret Sanger was born in the late 19th century, and most of her work was done in the early decades of this century. What was her work?
39. Melanie Klein is famous for her psychoanalytic works on the relationship between… ?
40. Which company was successfully boycotted by women around the world for its promotion/selling of infant milk formula to Third World countries – a practice that resulted in many thousands of infant deaths due to malnutrition?
41. Mother Theresa worked in which Indian city?
42. Which Indian goddess is Calcutta named after?
43. Who was the Jewish goddess of wisdom?
44. Margaret Mead is best known for her anthropological study of which people?  
45. Why did Eve eat the apple?
46. Maria Mitchell was the first woman to be elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and she said as death approached in 1889, ‘Well, if this is dying, there is nothing very unpleasant about it.’ In which area of science was she highly regarded?
47. One mathematician devised the formulations for several concepts found in Einstein’s theory of relativity; in her work on the theory of ideals she profoundly changed the appearance of algebra; and finally she contributed substantially to work in non-commutative algebras. A school of mathematics is named after her. Who was she?
48. In which field has Norma Merrick Sklarek distinguished herself?
49. What do the following groupings of names have in common?
Parvati–Durga–Uma (Kali) in India; Ana–Babd–Macha (the Morrigan) in Ireland; Hebe–Hera–Hecate, the Moerae, the Gorgons, the Greae, the Horae in Greece; the Norns among the Vikings; the Fates or Fortunae among the Romans; Al-Lat–Q’re–Al-Uzza (Manat) among those of Arabia; Diana Triformis among the Druids.
50. Who said in 1764: ‘There have been very learned women as there have been women warriors, but there have never been women inventors.’ ?
51. Who did the Greeks claim as the inventor of agriculture and the mechanical arts?
52. The Indian goddess, Sarasvati is credited with what inventions?
53. In the 11th century Trotula devised a surgical technique for which operation?
54. Marie Colinet, a Swiss physician of the 16th century was the first to remove iron fragments from the eye with what instrument?
55. Seventy years before its ‘discovery’ Elizabeth Stone working with lumberjacks in the North Woods of Wisconsin used which antibiotic therapy?
56. Anne Crépin of France invented what kind of saw?
57. Mme Lefebvre patented the first process for fixing which gas from the air?
58. What do the following have in common? Scotchgard, Liquid Paper, the first business computer, the fungicide Nystatin, the first on-line reservation system for airlines?
59. Bette Graham invented what essential item for writers and secretaries?
60. Who is credited with inventing the wheel?
61. Eli Whitney previously credited with inventing the spinning wheel and Albert Einstein with the theory of relativity shared what with Catherine Greene and Mileva Maric-Einstein respectively?
62. Fritz Haber received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1918 for a technology whose earliest form was developed and patented by a woman from Paris. What is her name?
63. Margaret Bourke-White, an American photographer of the 1920s and 30s photographed what kind of subjects?
64. Marie Chambefort was one of the earliest French photographers producing her work in the first decade of photography’s existence had previously worked in what kind of printing job?
65. In May 1839 an English woman, Constance Talbot, was setting what she called her husband’s ‘mousetraps’. What art form were these ‘mousetraps’ to begin?
66. Anna Atkins made photograms of botanical specimens on light-sensitive paper, making them visually recognizable. In 1843 she published the first photographically illustrated book, Photographs of British Algae. The photographs were blue. What process did she use?
67. Rosalie Bertell’s book, No Immediate Danger is a book about what environmental problem?
68. Who am I? My father was the poet Lord Byron. My mother’s marriage to him lasted only a few months. My mother was a mathematical whizz. I was a sickly child, but my mother ensured I received an excellent education, especially in mathematics. In the early 1830s I met Charles Babbage. Together we worked on the programs and mechanics of the world’s first computer. I wrote a great deal about my work, but signed it only with initials (ladies didn’t write their full name!).
69. What Australian artist produced many woodcuts of Australian wild-flowers?
70. Caroline Louisa Atkinson and Louisa Anne Meredith were both 19th century Australian novelists.What else did they have in common?
71. What was the fruit which Persephone ate that prevented her from fully leaving the Underworld?
72. What is the female part of a flower called?
73. Whose botanical paintings from travels to Brazil, North America, Japan, Sarawak, Australia, the Seychelles, Chile and elsewhere are on permanent display in a special building in Kew Gardens, London?
74. Caroline Herschel made which instrument necessary for the eventual sighting of Uranus?
75. A Compendius System of Astronomy was published in 1797 in London. Who was the author?
76. Jane Marcet wrote a book that stimulated the enthusiasm of Michael Faraday. In which field of science did she work?
77. Who was the marine biologist whose work on pesticides helped to bring public attention to ecological issues in the 1960s?
78. What did Mary say when she found she was pregnant?
79. What was the name of the woman God made before making Eve?
80. When the Olympic Games finally got off the ground in the 8th century BC, what kind of priestess had to be present at the men-only Games?
81. The goddess Freya from Norway gives us which day of the week?
82. The Greek goddess Aphrodite is represented by what planet?
83. What is Cassandra remembered for?
84. Who wrote: ‘The entire history of science is a progression of exploded fallacies, not of achievements.’ ?
85. Which American writer is known for teaching a stone to talk and being a pilgrim at Tinker’s Creek?
86. Helen Caldicott is continuing a life-long campaign against which worldwide health hazard ?
87. What Australian woman is responsible for the development of the merino sheep?
88. Dian Fossey is to mountain gorillas as Cynthia Moss is to … ?
89. What was the name of the IUD that caused many problems for women, and for which its company was ordered to make large pay-outs as compensation?
90. Adrienne Rich wrote: She died / a famous woman / denying / her sounds / denying / her wounds / came / from the same source as her power  Which famous scientist is she writing about?
91. What was it that Marie Curie discovered?
92. Rosalind Franklin’s work was critical in the discovery of an important aspect of modern science. Maurice Wilkins was given the Nobel Prize for work it is widely believed she had done. What was Rosalind Franklin’s contribution to science?
93. This scientist could have written the history of each of her corn plants. She said herself, ‘I know them intimately, and I find it a great pleasure to know them.’ She was awarded the Nobel Prize for her important work on these same corn plants. What was her name?
94. From which African goddess did the Virgin Mary borrow many of her attributes, including her titles: The Madonna, Queen of Heaven, Mother of God, The Great Mother, Our Lady?
95. What do the following writers all have in common: Gertrude the Great, Juliana of Norwich, Birgitta of Sweden, Catherine of Sienna, Hadewych of Antwerp, Beatrice of Nazareth, Hildegard of Bingen?
96. What were New Orleans women, Sanité Dédé, Marie Saloppé and Marie Laveau famous for?
97. Betty de Bono worked as a Union Delegate at Taubmans paint factory in the Western suburbs of Melbourne. What did she work to change in her workplace?
98. Which American comedian said: ‘If you have a psychotic fixation and you go to the doctor and you want these two fingers amputated,  he will not cut them off. But he will remove your genitals. I have more trouble getting a prescription for Valium than I do having my uterus lowered and made into a penis.’ ? 
99. What happened after German runner, Lina Radke, won the 800m in 1928?
100. According to Plutarch, Sappho invented a musical scale, the myxolydian mode, built upon the fifth note of the Western scale. According to Plutarch, which emotion is aroused by the myxolydian mode?
101. Ida P. Rolf (1896–1979) writes that the body is not healed only by chemistry but also by attention to structure and physics. What hands-on technique did she invent?
102. What animal product was used in the construction of corsets?
103. Who had a spin-off to prove who was the best weaver? What was the result?
104. For what masculine evils was Pandora blamed?
105. Which Indian Goddess is known as the Dark Mother?
106. Which zodiac sign is symbolized by a woman?
107. Which people worshipped the goddess Cerridwen?
108. In which part of the world do the Djangguwal Sisters and the Wawalag Sisters travel?
 Science and Spirit – Answers
1. That a female deity created the world.
2. Caroline Herschel.
3. Obstetrics and gynaecology.
4. Caused by spreading of bacteria, frequently by physicians who did not wash their hands after examining cadavers and who then went straight to the bedside of a woman about to deliver and carried out digital examinations. The highest rates were in large lying-in hospitals, 160 per 1000 live births in England in 1872 (almost 1 in 5!). Midwives had much lower mortality rates.
5. Mary MacKillop.
6. Miti-Miti (Siberian Koryaks), Tsenabonapil (Melanesian New Ireland), Sarasvati (India), Athena (Greece), Minerva (Roman), Brigit (Ireland), Isis (Egypt).
7. Astronomy.
8. (Augusta) Ada Byron Lovelace (1815–52).
9. They all have short- and long-term adverse effects on women’s bodies.
10. Mathematics, her major publication was Analytical Institutions. Her real name was Maria Gaetana Agnesi.
11. Astronomy. She translated Bernard le Bovier de Fontanelle’s Entretiens sur la pluralité des mondes.
12. She was a naturalist.
13. They are all black.
14. Sonya Kovalevsky, a creative mathematician of the highest order. The mathematical theorem is the Cauchy-Kovalevsky theorem.
15. Pulsars. Her supervisor received a Nobel Prize for his work.
16. She is a neurosurgeon.
17. She did the calculation of astronomical tables.
18. Mileva Maric-Einstein (his wife).
19. She was the inaugural Chair in Pure Mathematics in 1964 at Australian National University.
20. Hildegard of Bingen.
21. Woodblock engraving, co-invented with her brother Alexander.
22. Neptune. Mary Somerville and Caroline Herschel were the first women awarded honorary membership in the Royal Society.
23. None, she was the first. They were ripple marks in sand.
24. Elizabeth Fulhame, a British chemist. Her work was entitled Essay on Combustion and she is significant in not only applying empirical methods but also in developing theoretical explanations for her observations.
25. Entomology; she wrote several important books about British insects, with particular reference to their effect on agriculture.
26. Florence Nightingale – she designed many sanitation systems in India, and is particularly well known for that in Delhi.  
27. That there was a time when women held the sacred power and were the rulers of the culture.
28. All were associated with healing.
29. Gynaecology and obstetrics.
30. The Countess of Cinchon. She had previously been cured by its use while in Peru, and presumably was given the remedy by the peoples native to that area, again probably women.
31. It concerned midwifery and was called The Midwives’ Book.
32. Sixteenth century.
33. That foxglove was useful for the above ailments. He wrote a paper entitled ‘An Account of the Foxglove and Some of Its Medical Uses’ thereby establishing a reputation as one of the finest botanists of all time!
34. In Africa, through the process of cicatrization (scarring) the body is stimulated to create anti-bodies. It is likely that this was the purpose in all cultures that traditionally include scarification.
35. Variolation – innoculation with smallpox virus rather than milder cowpox virus.
36. Lady Mary Wortley Montague.
37. Uterus.
38. She fought to set up women’s health centres to help educate women about contraception and reproductive health.
39. Mother and child.
40. Nestlé.
41. Calcutta.
42. Kali.
43. Sophia.
44. Samoa.
45. She wanted to have eternal knowledge.
46. Astronomy. In 1849 she became a computer for the American Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac.
47. Amalie Emmy Noether; mathematicians speak of the ‘Noether school’ of mathematics.
48. Architecture, she designed Terminal One at Los Angeles International Airport.
49. Some of the original Trinity of the goddess in the Indo-european world.
50. Voltaire.
51. Athena.
52. Wisdom, science, speech, music and the deviser of Sanskrit script.
53. Perineal repair.
54. The magnet.
55. Penicillin.
56. The bandsaw.
57. Nitrogen.
58. They were all invented or co-invented by women in the 20th century.
59. Liquid Paper.
60. Athena/Minerva; she was credited with inventing the cart, and in order to have a cart one must have wheels.
61. Royalties.
62. Mme Lefebvre in 1859.
63. Industrial imagery and documentary magazine work.
64. As a daguerreotypist.
65. Photography.
66. Cyanotype.
67. Low-level radiation.
68. Ada Byron Lovelace.
69. Margaret Preston.
70. Both were botanists.
71. The pomegranate.
72. Gynoecium.
73. Marianne North (1830–90).
74. The mirror for the 30-foot reflector of the telescope.
75. Margaret Bryan.
76. Chemistry and the book was called Conversations on Chemistry.
77. Rachel Carson.
78. ‘How can this be, seeing I know not a man.’ (Luke, 1:34).
79. Lilith.
80. A priestess of Demeter.
81. Friday.
82. Venus.
83. She made prophecies but was not believed.
84. Ayn Rand (1905–1982) in her book Atlas Shrugged.
85. Annie Dillard, the titles of her books (two of them) are Teaching a Stone to Talk and Pilgrim at Tinker’s Creek.
86. Nuclear War / power.
87. Elizabeth Macarthur.
88. Elephants.
89. The Dalkon Shield.
90. Marie Curie.
91. Radium / radiation.
92. She contributed to the discovery of the DNA structure.
93. Barbara McClintock.
94. Isis.
95. All were mystics and philosophers during the middle ages in Europe.
96. They were voodoo queens.
97. Safety regulations. She died at the age of forty-seven, probably from inhaling dangerous fumes.
98. Lily Tomlin, 1974.
99. The distance was declared dangerous for women and removed from the Olympic calendar for thirty-six years.
100. Passion.
101. Rolfing – a technique that allows emotional residue held in the muscles, and thereby affecting movement through skeletal and muscular tension, to be released.
102. Whalebone.
103. Arachne challenged Athene / the goddess turned her into a spider.
104. War, death, disease, etc.
105. Kali.
106. Virgo.
107. Celts.
108. Central and Northern Australia.



 Herstory
109. The bones of ‘Lucy’, the earliest known human, were found where?
110. Which religions does archeologist, Marija Gimbutas, claim to be the first religions?
111. What is the oldest known representation of the human body?
112. Who was the first known writer in the world?
113. At around 1000 BC and earlier, women-only Games were held in Greece, and were probably the source of the idea for the Olympic Games. What were the Games called?
114. What was the title of the first novel in the world?  Who wrote it?
115. Who wrote thirteen novels thirty years before Daniel Defoe wrote what is usually referred to as the ‘first novel’, Robinson Crusoe ?
116. She was the first woman to write for publication in her own name. She wrote the first public letters, the first biography of a husband, the first autobiography, the first science fiction as well as major scientific and philosophical works.
117. The current custodians of the good name of Samuel Pepys have taken legal advice to see if it is possible to defame a dead man. How has this great British diarist and idol been brought into disrepute?
118. Who invented hieroglyphs?
119. In what way were the ancient Queens of Ethiopia different from their Egyptian sisters?
120. Known by the names of Makeda or Belkis, and ruler for fifty years over areas as widely separated as Upper Egypt, Armenia, Arabia, Ethiopia, India and Syria. By what name is she known in the Bible, the Koran, the Talmud and in the traditional stories of Syria, Israel, Egypt and Ethiopia?
121. Who built the third pyramid at Giza, Egypt?
122. Djamila Bouhared and Djamila Boupacha were involved in the Algerian resistance movement in the 50s? What were they famous for?
123. For what is the Burmese queen Mallica remembered?
124. Who said, defending her people against the Romans: ‘It will not be the last time, Britons, that you have been victorious under the conduct of your queen. For my part, I come here as one descended of royal blood, not to fight for empire or riches, but as one of the common people, to avenge the loss of their liberty, the wrongs of myself and children.’?
125. Ireland and Scotland are named after whom?
126. Bouboulina, a Greek heroine of the 19th century was famous for what?
127. The Mexican woman La Malinche is famous for what?
128. Which country did Cut Nyak Dien rule for fifty years in the 17th century?
129. I was born in 1583 and known variously as Jinga or Ginga, but more ofter as Nzingha. I was the sister of King Ndongo, Ngoli Bbondi and belonged to the people known as the Jagas. The Portuguese attempted to enslave my people, so I  made an alliance with the Dutch. In 1623 at the age of forty-one I became Queen of Ndongo and when leading the army I wore male attire. I became known as a visionary political leader and one committed to resistance to European invasion. The Portuguese captured and beheaded my sister, Fungi. I joined the Catholic faith because of the power of its god and signed a treaty with the Portuguese. In 1663 when I was nearing eighty, I died. After my death the Portuguese enslaved South West Africa. What is the modern-day name for my country?
130. I am called the Falasha Queen, and unlike my African sisters Candace and Nzingha, I didn’t simply defend my country, I challenged and fought and defeated the Abyssinian Solomonid dynasty and then reigned unchallenged for forty years. I did not like Christians and so I destroyed their churches and their people. The world still does not know all there is to know about me. What is my name?
131. Who was the leader of the Ashanti people in Ghana against the British in the early years of the twentieth century?
132. In which country did the Ibu Women’s War of 1929 take place?
133. Which members of the Yoruba culture (Nigeria) traditionally wore plaits?
134. In 40 AD the Trung Sisters, Trung Trai and Trung Nhi, led the first national insurrection against the Chinese. Which modern-day nation were the Trung Sisters defending?
135. Christine de Pisan wrote the following lines about a French heroine. Who was she writing about? ‘O Thou! ordained Maid of very God! / Joanna! born in Fortune’s golden hour’
136. For what crime was Joan of Arc tried?
137. Help from whom was indispensable to Jason getting the Golden Fleece?
138. Who is the Catherine wheel named after?
139. When a woman was burnt ‘quick’ after being accused and found guilty of witchcraft, what did that mean?
140. The book which provided the basic material for accusations of witchcraft against many a good feminist was called the Malleus Maleficarum. What was its English title/translation?
141. Who is said to have been the first great alchemist?
142. Which novelist was the first woman named to the prestigious ‘Academie Française’?
143. The Mists of Avalon by Marion Bradley tells the history of which culture?
144. What is the name of the woman who features in Kate Grenville’s fictional history of Australia?
145. Mary Grant Bruce is best known for her series of novels featuring a young heroine named Norah Linton. The series is called … ?
146. Which novel by Catherine Helen Spence is one of the first books about Australia by a woman, as well as being an important record of life in South Australia and the Victorian goldfields in the 19th century?
147. Who set up the first all-female garage in Melbourne in 1919?
148. Who was the first Aboriginal woman to be appointed Magistrate?
149. In 1956 Pearl and Faith established the Australian Aboriginal Fellowship. What are their last names?
150. Who was responsible in 1946 for Aboriginal workers at Roy Hill in Western Australia going on strike and for the subsequent spread of the strike to the Pilbara region further inland? The strike changed the structure of labour relations in the north of the state forcing many stations to recognize that wages would have to be raised.
151. Who wrote the first novel written and printed in Australia and what was it called?
152. Tasmanian, Constance Stone, the first woman to become a practising doctor in Melbourne started the Queen’s Shilling Fund to set up what institution to be run by women for women in 1897?
153. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson was the first woman to be admitted to the previously all-male British Medical Association. In which year was she admitted?
154. What public office was Elizabeth Garrett Anderson the first to hold in England?
155. Olympe de Gouges wrote the Declaration of the Rights of Women in 1791. What was the title of Mary Wollstonecraft’s book on the same subject published in 1792?
156. Who started the Russian Revolution with the cry: ‘Bread and Roses’?
157. What is ‘General’ Harriet Tubman famous for?
158. Who said: ‘But ain’t I a woman?’
159. How was news of secret meetings for Black women passed from one end of a city, such as New Orleans, during the slave era in the USA?
160. Who created the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in Britain?
161. Who sparked the civil rights movement in the USA by refusing to go to the back of the bus?
162. Who became the first woman premier of Victoria?
163. Who began working in a mill at the age of ten, and later became a leader in the British Suffrage movement?
164. What was the best-selling novel in nineteenth-century America?
165. With which international crisis are the photographs of Dorothea Lange associated?
166. A law affecting the extermination of what people did Esther convince her husband to repeal?
167. Who said: ‘The serpent beguiled me and I did eat?’ (Genesis, 3:13)
168. After cutting off the head of Holofernes she said: ‘Her sandal ravished his eye, / her beauty took his soul prisoner… / and the scimitar cut through his neck!’  Who was speaking?
169. Who painted two pictures in 17th century Italy of Judith cutting off Holofernes’ head?
170. Who said on the day of her death: ‘I have heard say the executioner is very good, and I have a little neck.’?
171. One of the greatest rulers of Egypt was a woman. She was called Pharaoh and was a warrior queen, though she waged no wars abroad. She organized commercial expeditions and is credited with creating a new science of rulership. She is depicted wearing a beard. What is her name?
172. Cleopatra, the black ruler of Egypt committed suicide soon after Mark Antony’s death. Her loss of him is usually said to be the reason for her suicide. What was the real reason?
173. Who was the next queen the Romans had to contend with after the death of Cleopatra?
174. Margaret of Austria (1480–1530) was Regent of what country?
175. ‘Everyone knows that … a woman ought not to let it appear that she understands …’ Who wrote this in The Heptameron?
176. Who said the following at her trial in 1586: ‘Look to your consciences and remember that the theatre of the world is wider than the realm of England.’?
177. Who did Antoinette de Pons Guercheville (1570–1632) direct the following remark at: ‘If I am not noble enough to be your wife, I am too much so to be your mistress.’?
178. On 24 October 1975 there was a 24-hour Women’s Strike in one nation. In which country was this strike held?
179. On 14 June 1991 there was a Women’s Strike in a European country to protest the existence of 700 years of ‘Papiland’ (fatherland). In which country was the strike held?
180. In which year did Swiss women get the right to vote federally?
181. In which year did Swiss women in all cantons achieve the right to vote?
182. My birth is recorded as being the daughter of Queen Marie Theresa of Spain and Louis XIV of France. The court was distressed when I was born as I resembled my mother’s Dahomian attendant, Nabo. I was taken secretly to the convent of Moret and when I grew up I became known as the Black Nun. When my mother named me she chose to combine my legal parents’ names. What is my name?
183. Which suffragette and contraception activist wrote the following words: ‘No woman can call herself free who does not own and control her own body.’?
184. On which continent are the earliest-known examples of the following found: wigs, eye shadow, breath freshener, nail stain, lipstick, scented pomades and oils for the skin and hair?
185. Who designed the first mini-skirts?
186. In which year did Robin Morgan and other feminists first disrupt a Miss America contest?
187. In which year were the following three books published:
The Feminine Mystique, The Group, The Bell Jar?
188. In which year were the following books published:
The Dialectic of Sex, The Female Eunuch, Sexual Politics, Sisterhood is Powerful: An Anthology of Writings from the Women’s Liberation Movement?
189. In which year was the US feminist magazine, Ms. first published?
190. Who were/are the first and current editors of Ms. magazine?
191. In which year did the UK feminist magazine, Spare Rib begin?
192. What was the name of the newspaper printed by Louisa Lawson and her women-only press?
193. Madame Helena Blavatsky set up which prominent society?
194. C. A. Dawson, known variously as ‘Sappho’ and ‘Mrs Sappho’ founded which international organization in 1921?
195. Women’s Wax Works recording label produced the first lesbian record recorded and produced by women. What was it called?
196. Which US feminist and woman-owned recording company released work by Meg Christian, Cris Williamson, and Margie Adam?
197. Who published Robin Morgan’s first book of poems, Monster, in Australia?
198. Which famous American writer and activist wrote the famous words: ‘Men, their rights and nothing more; women, their rights – nothing less.’?
199. Which American writer is known for shooting Andy Warhol, and authoring the controversial book The SCUM Manifesto ?
200. What was the title of Sylvia Plath’s most famous novel?
201. Name the seven women writers who have won the Nobel Prize for Literature up to 1992.
202. Who am I? I lived in Saxony sometime between 935–1000 AD. I was the abbess of a Benedictine nunnery. My plays and dramas were respected but ignored for  a long time. One of my plays is said to be the earliest version of the Faust story.
203. Who ruled the court at Poitiers from 1170 creating an influential centre for art and culture and in particular for the flowering of Troubadour song?
204. The author of The Tale of Genji wrote the following: ‘Indeed she had seen enough of the world to know that in few people is discretion stronger than the desire to tell a story…’  What is the writer’s name?
205. Known as the first Black poet in the US, who wrote these lines: ‘I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate / Was snatched from Afric’s fancy’d happy seat: / What pangs excruciating must molest, / What sorrows labor in my parent’s breast?’
206. Who was the first black woman to have a play appear on Broadway?
207. Who wrote the first Australian novel about convict life in Tasmania? What was its title?
208. Sue Hardisty wrote the book, and with Susan Maslin, made the documentary, Thanks Girls and Goodbye. What aspect of Australian history does it deal with?
209. Who wrote the novel Bring the Monkey ?
210. Who was the first European woman to cross the Franklin and Jane Rivers in Tasmania?
211. Her first piece of fiction was published in Vashti’s Voice, a Melbourne feminist newspaper. She was dismissed from her teaching job and her first novel, published in 1977 was set in Melbourne’s inner suburbs. Jane Campion directed her script, Two Friends, an award-winning telefeature. What is her name?
212. Name the Maori writer who won the Victoria University Writer in Residence Award in 1985, and subsequently won the New Zealand Book Award for her novel, Potiki.
213. Which New Zealand children’s writer was approached by a New York publisher when she was thirty-two and has since published over forty-five children’s books?
214. The name Aoteoroa is applied to which country by its indigenous people?
215. Whom did Aeneas leave in Carthage?
216. Synesius of Cyrene (in North Africa) credited her with the invention of apparatus for distilling water and measuring the level of liquids. She was known for her work in algebra, geometry and astronomy. She was a leading figure in non-Christian thought in Alexandria and in 415 AD she was murdered and dismembered by a mob of Christian fanatics. Who was she?
217. I was born in 1415 BC, daughter of Yuya and Thuya, Nubians and high priests in service of the god Amun. Although neither Egyptian nor royal, I married the Pharaoh Amenhotep III. I was mother to Akhenaten, Smenkhare and Tutankhamen, all Pharaohs. I stabilized Egypt during the 18th dynasty and took over the role of Secretary of State during my sons’ reigns. During my reign women prospered and I introduced to Egypt the tradition of matrilineal succession. What is my name?
218. Who was the daughter-in-law of Tiye, renowned for her beauty, intellect and insistence on equality?
219. Byzantium was ruled by which woman in the 6th century AD?
220. Which woman pharaoh built a temple in the Valley of Kings?
221. Who am I? I lived between 1122–1204. My own fame equalled that of my husbands and my sons who became kings of great renown. During my reign I held and administered lands equalling one-third of present-day France, established my own court which was celebrated for its enlightenment and patronage of the arts, and went off to the crusades.
222. In Italy during the 17th century there were many artists who achieved fame for their excellent work. One such woman and her work have only recently received the attention they deserve after being ‘forgotten’ by the art establishment. What was her name?
223. Which ‘Russian Amazon’ assassinated Czar Alexander II in 1881?
224. What did the women in the play Lysistrata refuse to do?
225. Her sonnets were considered the greatest sonnets since Shakespeare?
226. Who originated the Montessori method?
227. She ran an important artistic salon in Paris during the 1920s, including all-female evenings, who was she?
228. Which French philosopher committed suicide by starvation in 1934?
229. Justice Mary Gaudron was the first woman appointed to what Australian Court in February 1987, in the entire eighty-four years of existence?
230. Who was the first woman Supreme Court Judge, now Governor of South Australia?
231. Who was the first woman ever appointed to the head or deputy head of a Law Reform Commission in Australia?
232. The film Two Laws is about women from which Aboriginal community in northern Australia?
233. My Survival as an Aboriginal tells the story of whose life?
234. How many feature films were made by women in Australia between 1921 and 1933?
235. Which Chinese poet wrote: ‘Why should marriage bring only tears? / All I wanted was a man / With a single heart, / And we would stay together / As our hair turned white, Not somebody always after wriggling fish / With his big bamboo rod.’?
236. Which ruler of Egypt said the following to Marc Antony: ‘Leave the fishing rod, Great-General, to us sovereigns of Pharos and Canopus.’?
237. What shouldn’t you do if you meet Medusa?
 Herstory – Answers
109. Hadar, Ethiopia.
110. Goddess religions.
111. The Venus of Willendorf.
112. Enheduanna, 2300 BCE in Sumeria.
113. Herean Games, after the goddess, Hera.
114. The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu.
115. Aphra Behn. (1640–1689).
116. Margaret Cavendish. (1623/4–1673/4).
117. By the publication of The Diary of Elizabeth Pepys, edited by Dale Spender, 1991.
118. Seshat, goddess of the written word in Egypt.
119. The Ethiopian Queens were independent rulers; most of the Queens of Egypt gained their stature via the King Pharaoh.
120. Queen of Sheba.
121. Nitocris.
122. Fighting.
123. For killing over fifty military elephants when leading an army in tribal war.
124. Boadicea (also known as Boudicca).
125. Queen Eire and Queen Scota.
126. She was a sea pirate who fought the Turks.
127. She was a skilled linguist, learning Spanish in a matter of weeks and became interpreter for Cortés. Although maligned by historians as a traitor La Malinche managed to save the lives of thousands of Native Indians through her influence over Cortés.
128. Indonesia.
129. Angola.
130. Judith. (Some Ethiopian historical manuscripts have never been released; perhaps when they are we will know more about Judith).
131. Yaa Asantewa.
132. Nigeria.
133. The women.
134. Viet Nam.
135. Joan of Arc.
136. Witchcraft.
137. Medea.
138. St Catherine (Catherine of Sienna).
139. To be burnt ‘quick’ meant to be burnt alive.
140. The Hammer of Witches.
141. The Virgin Mary.
142. Marguerite Yourcenar.
143. Celtic.
144. Joan in Joan Makes History.
145. The Billabong Books.
146. Clara Morison.
147. Alice Anderson.
148. Pat O’Shane. The first Aboriginal to be appointed to a  Magistrates’ Court anywhere is Australia in 1986, she was also the first woman to be appointed to head a government department – Department of Aboriginal Affairs in New South Wales.
149. Pearl Gibbs and Faith Bandler.
150. Daisy Bindi, also known as Mumaring of the Nungamurda people.
151. Anna Maria Bunn, The Guardian in 1838.
152. The Queen Victoria Hospital in Melbourne, opened in 1889.
153. 1873.
154. Mayor (of Aldeburgh in 1908).
155. A Vindication of the Rights of Women.
156. Women.
157. Leading slaves to freedom from the southern states of the USA.
158. Sojourner Truth.
159. By means of song. Each woman would sing a song with a message attached at the end, the next would repeat the song and pass it on to next door and so it would travel across the city.
160. Emmeline and Christabel Pankhurst.
161. Rosa Parkes.
162. Joan Kirner.
163. Annie Kenney.
164. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
165. The depression of the 1930s.
166. Jewish people.
167. Eve.
168. Judith. (Judith, 16:9).
169. Artemisia Gentileschi.
170. Anne Boleyn (19 May 1536).
171. Hatshepsut.
172. Egypt was a Roman protectorate that Cleopatra protected through liaisons with Roman rulers, Julius Caesar and Mark Antony. Once they were dead Octavius assumed full control of Egypt. Egypt lost any remaining autonomy and Cleopatra committed suicide over the loss of her country, not over the loss of a man.
173. Candace of Ethiopia – there were several queens of this name.
174. Netherlands (Holland).
175. Margaret of Navarre, the book has the alternative title of Novels of the Queen of Navarre.
176. Mary, Queen of Scots (1542–87).
177. Henry IV.
178. Iceland.
179. Switzerland.
180. 1971.
181. 1991.
182. Marie-Louise.
183. Margaret Sanger.
184. Africa.
185. Mary Quant.
186. 1968 in Atlantic City.
187. 1963.
188. 1970.
189. 1972.
190. Gloria Steinem / Robin Morgan.
191. 1971.
192. The Dawn.
193. The Theosophical Society.
194. PEN.
195. Lavender Jane Loves Women.
196. Olivia Records.
197. Radical Feminists.
198. Susan B. Anthony.
199. Valerie Solanas
200. The Bell Jar.
201.
  	 Selma Lagerlöf 
	 1909 

	 Grazia Deledda 
	 1926 

	 Sigrid Undset 
	 1928 

	 Pearl S. Buck 
	 1938 

	 Gabriela Mistral 
	 1945 

	 Nelly Sachs (shared) 
	 1966 

	 Nadine Gordimer 
	 1991 



202. Hrotsvita of Gandersheim.
203. Eleanor of Aquitaine.
204. Lady Murasaki Shikibu.
205. Phillis Wheatley (1753?–1784).
206. Lorraine Hansberry. The play was A Raisin in the Sun.
207. Caroline Woolmer Leakey (‘Oliné Keese’). The book was The Broad Arrow, the year, 1859.
208. The Women’s Land Army which operated during World War II.
209. Miles Franklin.
210. Lady Jane Franklin.
211. Helen Garner.
212. Patricia Grace.
213. Margaret Mahy.
214. New Zealand (it means ‘the land of the long white cloud’).
215. Dido.
216. Hypatia.
217. Tiye.
218. Nefertiti.
219. Theodora.
220. Hatshepsut.
221. Eleanor of Acquitaine.
222. Artemisia Gentileschi.
223. Sophia Perovskaya.
224. To have sex with men.
225. Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
226. Maria Montessori.
227. Natalie Barney.
228. Simone Weil.
229. High Court of Australia.
230. Dame Roma Mitchell.
231. Jocelynne Scutt, appointed in December 1984.
232. Borroloola.
233. Essie Coffey.
234. Sixteen.
235. Chuo Wên-chün.
236. Cleopatra.
237. Look at her face.
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