
[image: Image]


[image: logo.jpg]



OUTRAGEOUS OFFICE DARES

Copyright © Summersdale Publishers Ltd. 2009

With text contributions from Stephen Vittles, Rosa Beard, Steph Little and David Pearson.

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.

Condition of Sale

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent publisher.

Summersdale Publishers Ltd

46 West Street

Chichester

West Sussex

PO19 1RP

UK

www.summersdale.com

Printed and bound in Great Britain

eISBN: 978-0-85765-581-3


Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organisations. For details telephone Summersdale Publishers on (+44-1243-771107), fax (+44-1243-786300) or email (nicky@summersdale.com).







CONTENTS

Title Page


Copyright Page


Introduction


A quick note about the point system


1 point dares


3 point dares


5 point dares


10 point dares


The grand total




INTRODUCTION

The majority of us spend forty hours a week slaving away at a miserable job we do not like, to reach meaningless targets we do not care about, for a soul-sapping boss we have little respect for. But, hurrah – all is not lost. Many of us share the misery of the daily grind and thankfully there is something that can be done.

Do you feel the urge to spice things up a little? Are you are a non-conformist with a devilish sense of humour?

Now is the time to embrace your inner delinquent. All that is required is this book (small enough to be hidden in any desk drawer), a strong head and an open mind.

Remember: we are all in this together and it is up to each and every one of us to make the workplace a little more tolerable.

WARNING: Playing Outrageous Office Dares will not reward you with the promotion you have always dreamed of, but rest assured you will leave the office safe in the knowledge that you have brightened up the day of every employee. Or just confused the hell out of them.





A QUICK NOTE

ABOUT THE

POINT SYSTEM

The dares have been given a carefully graded point system. Warm yourself up with the one point dares: they are perfect for the confident beginner or for your first day with a new company.

The three point dares are relatively easy to perform but are often so subtle they may go unnoticed.

The five point dares are not to be taken lightly. They are challenging and somewhat outrageous. Expect very puzzled glances and to lose friends.

Turn straight to the ten point dares if your contract is coming to an end or if you sense your P45 is looming on the horizon.

Play the game, if you dare…





1 POINT DARES
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Whenever you speak, hold your hairbrush to your mouth like it’s a microphone.
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Spend the entire day on Facebook and insist that you’re ‘networking’.
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Swap the sugar for salt then complain to your boss.

[image: prpin.jpg]

Snort and roll your eyes just before anyone speaks to you.





 

START HAVING CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PHOTOCOPIER.
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STEAL YOUR BOSS’S MUG AND HOLD IT TO RANSOM.
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Decide which film stars your colleagues best resemble and call everyone by their film star name for the whole day.
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stop using punctuation and capital letters
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Switch the lights on and off twenty times in succession.
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Announce to the office that you caught your other half wearing your underwear. Ask, ‘Is this normal?’





When talking to a colleague, waffle and trail off your sentences, look distant then suddenly say, ‘So it’s a date!’
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Talk like Bart Simpson for a whole day.
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Tippex a Polo mint and put it back in the packet. Offer them around and see who gets the altered one.
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Start the day with ten star jumps in front of your desk.





Give your male colleagues fishnet stockings and tell them you’ve just seen Chicago and feel inspired to have a themed day.
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Scratch your back against the walls and office dividers at regular intervals during the day, moaning with pleasure as you do so.
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Invite everyone in the office to a naturist party you’re throwing at the weekend.
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Burp the alphabet.





Consume sachets of ketchup in front of your colleagues and announce that it’s the latest fad diet.
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Tell the new office starter that every Tuesday is ‘dress-down day’.
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Wear vampire fangs and say, ‘I’m going to suck… [long pause] your blood!’
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Hide all the milk.





Read a poem or hymn at the start of the day.
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Stare at someone across the desk, pretending to nod off when they notice you.
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Ask the office assistant whether it’s possible to send your emails by first rather than second class, since you need to make sure they arrive the next day.
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When someone offers you a cup of tea, say you’d prefer a cup of beer.





Cackle maniacally and rub your hands together every time you receive an email.
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Bring a large collection of Beanie Babies to work and arrange them artistically around your desk.
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Insist that everyone remove their shoes (and socks for an extra point) before entering the meeting room.
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Hum quietly through your nose while looking unassuming and keeping a straight face.





 

STRIKE TWO KEYS ALTERNATELY FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES WHILST STARING INTENTLY AT THE SCREEN.
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SEND A DOCUMENT WITH THE WORDS ‘HELP ME I’M STUCK IN THE PRINTER, GET ME OUT!!!!!!’ TO YOUR BOSS’S PRINTER.
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FINISH ALL EMAILS WITH THE WORD ‘INNIT’ FOR A DAY.
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Pretend you’re a human beatbox for five minutes.
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Precede every stroke of the ‘backspace’ or ‘delete’ key by saying out loud ‘Oops, that wasn’t meant to happen!’
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Move your monitor and keyboard as far apart as their cables will allow. Begin working.
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Wander about the office sharpening your pencils. When you have finished sharpening yours, offer to sharpen everyone else’s.





Call your boss ‘squire’ for the day.
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Earnestly ask your boss if there is a company drill in the event of a nuclear attack.
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Wear a cape rather than a jacket to work and ‘swoosh’ around corners.
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Join your eyebrows together using a permanent marker. Draw a curly moustache for two extra points.





 

PRECEDE EVERY SENTENCE YOU SPEAK WITH ‘NO OFFENCE BUT…’.

[image: prpin.jpg]

DEVELOP AN ANNOYING NERVOUS TIC WHENEVER SOMEONE TRIES TO HOLD A CONVERSATION WITH YOU.
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Try to convert your workmates to Scientology.
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Ask everyone what their favourite apple variety is. When they look puzzled, offer to go first and say, ‘I like Cox.’
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Put green food colouring in the milk.
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Try to include a pun in every sentence for the whole day.





Threaten to leave your job if your simplest requests are not met. For instance, ‘I’ll resign if you don’t put two sugars in my tea,’ or ‘Pass me the stapler or I’ll quit.’
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Sing songs from musicals – try to convince others to join in.
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Burst into tears at the end of the day, claiming that you ‘don’t want to go home’.
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Spill a glass of milk on the floor and cry over it.





Refuse to speak to any of your colleagues unless they address you as ‘Monsignor’.
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Hum the first seven notes of an eight-note scale and wait to see if anyone feels compelled to complete it.
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Hold swivel chair races – first to fifty spins wins.
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Mumble incoherently to a colleague and then say, ‘I hope you got that, I don’t want to have to repeat myself.’





Vacuum around your desk – for half an hour.
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Keep a fork on your desk so that when your boss asks you to do something, you can look at them through the prongs and imagine them in jail.
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Swap round the cables to your colleagues’ computer monitors.
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Create a photo collage of your ‘pets’ – the more obscure the better, e.g. a blue whale, a condor, a greater bilby.





 

DEMAND YOUR COLLEAGUES ADDRESS YOU BY YOUR WRESTLING NAME, ‘ICE MAN’.
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WHEN SITTING IN A MEETING, SLOWLY EDGE YOUR CHAIR TOWARDS THE DOOR.
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Perform yoga at your desk for an hour at lunchtime. (Extra point for wearing Lycra).
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Bring a framed photograph of the Royal Family to work and mount it on the wall. Tell people it inspires you.
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After every sentence, say ‘mon’ in a bad Jamaican accent e.g. ‘The files are on your desk, mon.’

[image: prpin.jpg]

While giving a presentation leave your flies open for one hour. If anyone points it out, reply, ‘I know. I prefer it this way.’





Read aloud your favourite children’s story during quiet periods.
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On arrival at your desk, plead with your computer that you don’t want to fight today and that you are doing your best.
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Set the start-up tone of a colleague’s computer to a sheep baaing.
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Email the whole department frequently with trivial information e.g. ‘My office will be closed at 3.42 p.m. for six minutes while I shred some documents.’ Apologise for the inconvenience.





While you are waiting for documents to print, stand on your head and sing ‘Is This the Way to Amarillo’.

[image: prpin.jpg]

Drop your chair as low as it will go. Complain loudly that your desk is too high.
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Wear rubber gloves whenever you use your computer. If your antics are questioned, simply mutter, ‘Infections… everywhere’ repeatedly to yourself.
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Set the screensaver of a colleague’s PC to a slideshow of unlikely heart-throbs e.g. David Hasselhoff, Chesney Hawkes, Pat Sharp…





Switch keyboards with a colleague without their knowledge. Type messages on the screen for them. (Extra point if they tell you God is talking to them through their computer.)
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Hang a two foot-long piece of toilet roll from the back of your pants. Act genuinely surprised when someone points it out.
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When using the lift, each time the doors close and it starts its trip to the next floor, hum the Mission Impossible theme tune.
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Wear an abundance of bling. Refer to colleagues as ‘homeys’.





 

EAT A LOT OF GARLIC FOR LUNCH FOR A WEEK. BE SURE TO BREATHE ON COLLEAGUES.
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MAKE YOURSELF A HANDY OFFICE UTILITY BELT AND FILL IT WITH STATIONERY. CHARGE PEOPLE FOR THE HIRE OF ITS CONTENTS.
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PIMP YOUR OFFICE CHAIR USING SEQUINS AND LIGHTS.
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Create an obstacle course for your colleagues to navigate on their way to the photocopier. Chairs and filing cabinets make excellent barricades, while the shredder adds a little frisson of danger.
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Wear only pink clothes for a day.

[image: prpin.jpg]

Before starting work on a Monday morning, stand on a chair, ring an imaginary bell and shout in your deepest voice, ‘Let’s Get Ready to Ruuumble’ in the style of a boxing announcer.
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Eat five doughnuts at lunch without licking your lips. If someone points out the sugar on your face, tell them it’s your beard.





Make yourself a set of dentures using Blu-Tack.
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Discreetly lean over and sniff a colleague’s armpit.
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Invent a fictional television series and quote its ‘hilarious’ catchphrases during every conversation e.g. ‘What’s that in your hair, biggun?’ Express disbelief when your colleagues say they don’t know what you’re talking about.
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Address a casual meeting as a ‘symposium’ and address the attendees as ‘delegates’.





 

WHEN WALKING TO AND FROM YOUR DESK, SING ‘LEFT FOOT, RIGHT FOOT, LEFT FOOT, RIGHT FOOT…’.
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SPEAK ABOUT YOURSELF IN THE THIRD PERSON FOR A DAY.
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WHILST A COLLEAGUE IS AWAY FROM THEIR COMPUTER, TAKE A SCREENSHOT OF THEIR DESKTOP AND SAVE IT AS THEIR WALLPAPER. DELETE ALL THEIR ICONS FROM THE DESKTOP. THEN AWAIT THEIR FUTILE CLICKING…
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Whistle the theme tune from The Great Escape and place a muddy tablespoon prominently on your desk.
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Insist each conversation, no matter how trivial, ends in a high five.
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Claim to have learnt to do backflips, then walk backwards through the office. Act surprised when everyone says they didn’t see it and mutter something about being too fast to be seen by the human eye.
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Make up nicknames for all your colleagues and refer to them only by these names all day: ‘No, I’m sorry, I’m going to have to disagree with you there, Chachi.’





Try to include poetic techniques in your speech and emails, such as rhyme, alliteration and onomatopoeia.
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Offer to make your colleagues tea or coffee and serve it without water or milk.
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Offer palm readings to your colleagues. When the office coward accepts, stare at their palm for a while then back away, trembling.
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Claim to have a horrible body deformity, but don’t let any of your colleagues see it.





 

PASTE PICTURES OF SHEEP AROUND THE OFFICE AND TELL EVERYONE THAT IT’S JUST YOUR LITTLE HOBBY.
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CARRY A BAG OF PEBBLES EVERYWHERE WITH YOU. IF ANYONE ASKS, TELL THEM THEY’RE MAGIC PEBBLES AND YOU ‘NEED THEM FOR PROTECTION FROM THE MICROWAVE RADIATION ALL AROUND US’.
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End of sample
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