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How to Use the NIV Aspire: The New Women of Color Study Bible, eBook Edition

Following is a guide to navigating this eBook on your digital device. Although functionality and capability of digital devices vary widely, the following notes will help you find the many helpful features of this eBook no matter which device you’re using.

Footnotes

All footnotes found in this Bible are represented as links. Use your reading device to select and activate a link.

A number located inside brackets ([1]) links to a footnote.

Navigation

To navigate throughout this eBook edition Bible, use your reading device to access the Table of Contents. The Table of Contents provides instant access to every book of the Bible, and will point you toward all of the additional study resources contained within this eBook edition Bible.

If you have further questions, we recommend that you refer to your specific eReader’s instruction manual or customer support guide.

 

Welcome to Aspire: The New Women of Color Study Bible. You may be familiar with the Women of Color Study Bible; in fact, you may own one. What’s different about this Bible? How is it “new”? Aspire: The New Women of Color Study Bible takes some of its content from the previous Bible, but all of that content is completely revised and updated. Many of the same contributors are included, but other women have also been added to the list. This Bible offers more notes and features (see the list below), and it places the notes in the Scripture text where you can conveniently find them. Aspire: The New Women of Color Study Bible will aid your study of God’s Word, encourage your faith and renew your spirit each day.

Features of Aspire: The New Women of Color Study Bible

The New International Version of the Bible

The most important part of any Bible is the Scripture itself. This Bible uses the New International Version (NIV). Trusted by scholars and used by millions of readers, the New International Version is the most read, most trusted translation in the world.

Women of the Bible Notes

What can you learn from women who lived so long ago? Plenty! A variety of women of color have written on the lives of women of the Bible. You’ll recognize Biblical women such as Sarah, Rachel, Ruth and Lydia. You’ll gain insight into your life today by reading about The Woman of Thebez and Candace. There is much to learn from women who lived so long ago.

Inspire Notes

Do you wonder if the Bible is relevant to the issues you’re facing today? As you read the Inspire notes, written by women of color, you’ll find that the Bible has a lot to say about the topics that are important to you. Also, some of the Inspire Notes were written with a specific focus on the needs of leaders. These notes are indicated with a different heading and the words “leadership focus” to set these types of notes apart.

The African Presence Notes

Originally called “The Black Presence Notes” in the Women of Color Study Bible, these notes have been completely revised and rewritten to be even more helpful and accurate. With a new introduction, these notes will open your eyes to the importance Africa and Africans played in the ancient Biblical world.

From God Notes

God is madly in love with you! Sometimes you need a reminder of his love. A completely new feature, these notes are taken from Scripture and include thoughts of affirmation and encouragement for you from God.

Prayers to God Notes

Tied to Scripture, these notes offer prayers to God that you can read as personal thoughts or use to prompt your own prayers to your God and Father.

Quotes

Some days you need a thought of inspiration or encouragement. These quotes from a variety of women give you something to think about as you go about your day.

Book Introductions

Each of the 66 books of the Bible begins with an introduction that gives an overview of the book. The overview gives some basic content information and background, then a simple and useful outline gives you a sense of the structure of the book. Also, there is a box of facts for easy and quick reference.

Subject Index

Looking for information on a particular topic? The subject index guides you to those notes that address your area of interest.

Study Helps

Color maps are included in this Bible to assist you in your study of God’s Word.
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OVERVIEW

The first book of the Bible, Genesis, covers the period from God’s creation of the heavens and the earth through the Israelites’ entrance into Egypt.

The first Hebrew word of this book means “beginning,” and Genesis records a number of beginnings—that of the universe, the earth, plants, animals, humankind, sin, judgment, redemption and more. While women many times are listed as secondary players in the drama of Genesis, they actually play key roles in this book of beginnings and often shed light on the humanness of God’s chosen people.

Adam and Eve failed the test of obedience to God, and each one incurred different consequences. God told Adam that the ground would be cursed because of his actions. And God announced to Eve that she would have pain in childbearing. Both consequences are just as evident today as they were then!

The Hebrew nation began with the call of Abram (see Ge 12), who was later renamed Abraham (see Ge 17). His wife, Sarai, renamed Sarah, served as the matriarch of the Hebrew race. It was through the Hebrews that God would introduce salvation to humanity.

God rewarded the elderly Abraham’s faith with the birth of his promised son, Isaac. Sarah was overjoyed and laughed with delight (see Ge 21:6). Isaac grew up and married Rebekah. After a struggle with infertility, God blessed the couple with twin sons—Jacob and Esau. God selected the younger twin, Jacob (later renamed Israel), to become the progenitor of the covenant people—the Israelites. Jacob and his wives, Leah and Rachel, and their servants, Zilpah and Bilhah, had a total of 12 sons and 1 daughter. The book climaxes with Israel and his family in Egypt, where God used Israel’s son Joseph to provide for their survival; from this family came the 12 tribes of Israel.

OUTLINE

The phrase “the generations of,” repeated 11 times, points us to the outline of the book of Genesis. This phrase can be understood as the “record” or “story of.”


I. The Story of Creation (1:1—2:3)

II. The Story of Adam and Eve (2:4—4:26)

III. The Story of Adam’s Descendants (5:1—6:8)

IV. The Story of Noah (6:9—9:17)

V. The Story of Noah’s Descendants (9:18—11:9)

VI. The Story of Shem’s Descendants (11:10–26)

VII. The Story of Abraham and Sarah (11:27—25:11)

VIII. The Story of Ishmael, Hagar’s Son (25:12–18)

IX. The Story of Isaac and Rebekah (25:19—27:40)

X. The Story of Esau, Jacob, Leah and Rachel (27:41—33:20)

XI. The Story of Dinah and the Shechemites (34:1–31)

XII. The Story of Jacob, Esau and Joseph Continued (35:1—37:36)

XIII. The Story of Judah and Tamar (38:1–30)

XIV. The Completion of the Story of Joseph (39:1—50:26)



SCANNABLE FACTS:


Author: Moses

Time Written: 1446 to 1406 B.C.

Themes to Note: Creation, Flood, Beginning of the Hebrew Nation

Notable Women: Eve, Sarah, Hagar, Lot’s Wife, Rebekah, Rachel, Leah, Dinah, Tamar














The Beginning

Genesis 1

1In the beginninga God createdb the heavensc and the earth.d 2Now the earth was[1] formlesse and empty,f darkness was over the surface of the deep,g and the Spirit of Godh was hoveringi over the waters.

3And God said,j “Let there be light,” and there was light.k 4God saw that the light was good,l and he separated the light from the darkness.m 5God calledn the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”o And there was evening, and there was morningp—the first day.

6And God said,q “Let there be an expanser between the waterss to separate water from water.” 7So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it.t And it was so.u 8God calledv the expanse “sky.”w And there was evening, and there was morningx—the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place,y and let dry groundz appear.” And it was so.a 10God calledb the dry ground “land,” and the gathered watersc he called “seas.”d And God saw that it was good.e

11Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation:f seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.g” And it was so.h 12The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kindsi and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.j 13And there was evening, and there was morningk—the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be lightsl in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night,m and let them serve as signsn to mark seasonso and days and years,p 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so.q 16God made two great lights—the greater lightr to governs the day and the lesser light to governt the night.u He also made the stars.v 17God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the night,w and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.x 19And there was evening, and there was morningy—the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures,z and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.”a 21So God createdb the great creatures of the seac and every living and moving thing with which the water teems,d according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.e And God saw that it was good.f 22God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.”g 23And there was evening, and there was morningh—the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the land produce living creaturesi according to their kinds:j livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so.k 25God made the wild animalsl according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.m And God saw that it was good.n

26Then God said, “Let uso make manp in our image,q in our likeness,r and let them rules over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,t over the livestock, over all the earth,[2] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27So God createdu manv in his own image,w

in the image of Godx he created him;

male and femaley he created them.z

28God blessed them and said to them,a “Be fruitful and increase in number;b fill the earthc and subdue it. Rule overd the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.e”

29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.f 30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of lifeg in it—I give every green plant for food.h” And it was so.

31God saw all that he had made,i and it was very good.j And there was evening, and there was morningk—the sixth day.




Genesis 2

1Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.a

2By the seventh dayb God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested[3] from all his work.c 3And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,d because on it he restede from all the work of creatingf that he had done.

Adam and Eve

4This is the accountg of the heavens and the earth when they were created.h

When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens— 5and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth[4] and no plant of the field had yet sprung up,i for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth[5]j and there was no man to work the ground, 6but streams[6] came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground— 7the LORD God formedk the man[7]l from the dustm of the groundn and breathed into his nostrils the breatho of life,p and the man became a living being.q

8Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden;r and there he put the man he had formed. 9And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—treess that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of lifet and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.u

10A riverv watering the garden flowed from Eden;w from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah,x where there is gold. 12(The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin[8]y and onyx are also there.) 13The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush.[9] 14The name of the third river is the Tigris;z it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.a

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Edenb to work it and take care of it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;c 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,d for when you eat of it you will surely die.”e

18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”f


Women of the Bible: Eve



19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the fieldg and all the birds of the air.h He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man calledi each living creature,j that was its name. 20So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

But for Adam[10] no suitable helperk was found. 21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep;l and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[11] and closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib[12]m he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

23The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;n

she shall be calledo ‘woman,[13]’

for she was taken out of man.p”

24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be unitedq to his wife, and they will become one flesh.r


Inspire: The Creation of Woman



25The man and his wife were both naked,s and they felt no shame.
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Genesis 2:8

The earliest remains of humankind were found in Tanzania; it is believed that humankind began here and migrated up the Nile River to other parts of the world. Before recent discoveries of humankind’s origin in Africa, archaeological academics suggested Mesopotamia as the most likely location for the Garden of Eden. The etymology of the word eden strongly indicates that it is derived from the Sumerian word for “plain,” “steppe” or “fertile plain.” There are scholars (such as J. G. Jackson and James G. Frazer) who claim that the early Sumerians originated from Africa (Ethiopia) and migrated to Mesopotamia. The Sumerians are described as “black-headed ones.” It is debated whether this refers to their hair color (Yamauchi ) or their hair and skin color (Copher ).

Also, according to African scholar Cheikh Anta Diop, a noted but sometimes controversial historian, and George Rawlinson, another historian and author of many books on ancient history, the Sumerian people originally settled in Mesopotamia around 5000 to 2500 B.C. These two scholars also claim that the Sumerians migrated to Mesopotamia from Africa. Rawlinson reports that inscriptions, dialect and tradition all point to these early inhabitants as being originally from Africa.
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Genesis 2:10–14

Archaeological evidence points to the African continent as the place where human life began and from where people migrated to other parts of the earth. Thus, Africa would be the location of the Garden of Eden—but how do we reconcile the descriptions of the rivers related to the garden? In Genesis 2:10–14 we read that a river went out of Eden and parted into four heads: the Pishon, the Gihon, the Tigris and the Euphrates. Most scholars place the Tigris and Euphrates in Mesopotamia, where the rivers still exist today. However, the other descriptions make locating the Garden of Eden there difficult (for example, relating the four rivers to a single river that flowed through Eden, implying that all four rivers shared a common source).

It is possible that the geographic descriptions have been marred by time. And it is indeed possible that the garden was located in Africa. Recent aerial photographs of North Africa indicate ancient riverbeds buried beneath the earth’s surface. If these were the Pishon and the Gihon, and a common source of the four rivers can be determined in Africa, the African location of the Garden of Eden would indeed be possible, given the other anthropological and archaeological evidence that points to Africa as the birthplace of humanity.
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The Fall of Man

Genesis 3

1Now the serpenta was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?b”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,c 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”d

4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.e 5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,f knowing good and evil.”

6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirableg for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband,h who was with her, and he ate it.i 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked;j so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.k
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Lord,

I’m stuck. I’m falling into temptation that I can’t handle. I need escape and relief. I need the assurance that you know and understand how I’m feeling. Since you have been tempted just as I’m now being tempted, I know that your compassion for me will bring your love and power to bear in my life today, right now. In the name of Jesus, the overcomer,

Amen.

Genesis 3:1–7
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8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walkingl in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hidm from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”n

10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraido because I was naked;p so I hid.”

11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?q Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?r”

12The man said, “The woman you put here with mes—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me,t and I ate.”

14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursedu are you above all the livestock

and all the wild animals!

You will crawl on your belly

and you will eat dustv

all the days of your life.

15And I will put enmity

between you and the woman,

and between your offspring[14]w and hers;x

he will crush[15] your head,y

and you will strike his heel.”

16To the woman he said,

“I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing;

with pain you will give birth to children.z

Your desire will be for your husband,

and he will rule over you.a”

17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’b

“Cursedc is the groundd because of you;

through painful toile you will eat of it

all the days of your life.f

18It will produce thorns and thistlesg for you,

and you will eat the plants of the field.h

19By the sweat of your browi

you will eat your foodj

until you return to the ground,

since from it you were taken;

for dust you are

and to dust you will return.”k

20Adam[16] named his wife Eve,[17]l because she would become the mother of all the living.

21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.m 22And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us,n knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of lifeo and eat, and live forever.” 23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Edenp to work the groundq from which he had been taken. 24After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side[18] of the Garden of Edenr cherubims and a flaming swordt flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.u



“Next to God we are indebted to women, first for life itself, and then for making it worth living.”

—MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE, EDUCATOR
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Cain and Abel

Genesis 4

1Adam[19] lay with his wifea Eve,b and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.[20]c She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth[21] a man.” 2Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.d

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.e 3In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offeringf to the LORD.g 4But Abel brought fat portionsh from some of the firstborn of his flock.i The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering,j 5but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.

6Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry?k Why is your face downcast? 7If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door;l it desires to have you, but you must master it.m”
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Woman of color,

When you do your best, you don’t have to compete with, or become jealous of, your sister or brother.

Father of All

Genesis 4:1–7
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8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”[22] And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.n

9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”o

“I don’t know,p” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

10The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.q 11Now you are under a curser and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you.s You will be a restless wanderert on the earth.u”

13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence;v I will be a restless wanderer on the earth,w and whoever finds me will kill me.”x

15But the LORD said to him, “Not so[23]; if anyone kills Cainy, he will suffer vengeancez seven times over.a” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16So Cain went out from the LORD’s presenceb and lived in the land of Nod,[24] east of Eden.c

17Cain lay with his wife,d and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city,e and he named it after his sonf Enoch. 18To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.

19Lamech marriedg two women,h one named Adah and the other Zillah. 20Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 21His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harpi and flute.j 22Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forgedk all kinds of tools out of[25] bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,

“Adah and Zillah, listen to me;

wives of Lamech, hear my words.

I have killed[26]l a man for wounding me,

a young man for injuring me.

24If Cain is avengedm seven times,n

then Lamech seventy-seven times.o”

25Adam lay with his wifep again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth,[27]q saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”r 26Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh.s

At that time men began to call on[28] the name of the LORD.t




From Adam to Noah

Genesis 5

1This is the written accounta of Adam’s line.b

When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.c 2He created themd male and femalee and blessed them. And when they were created, he called them “man.[29]”

3When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image;f and he named him Seth.g 4After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 5Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.h

6When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father[30] of Enosh.i 7And after he became the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8Altogether, Seth lived 912 years, and then he died.

9When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan.j 10And after he became the father of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 11Altogether, Enosh lived 905 years, and then he died.

12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel.k 13And after he became the father of Mahalalel, Kenan lived 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14Altogether, Kenan lived 910 years, and then he died.

15When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he became the father of Jared.l 16And after he became the father of Jared, Mahalalel lived 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17Altogether, Mahalalel lived 895 years, and then he died.

18When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch.m 19And after he became the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20Altogether, Jared lived 962 years, and then he died.

21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah.n 22And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with Godo 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 24Enoch walked with God;p then he was no more, because God took him away.q

25When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of Lamech.r 26And after he became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 27Altogether, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died.

28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 29He named him Noah[31]s and said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.t” 30After Noah was born, Lamech lived 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 31Altogether, Lamech lived 777 years, and then he died.

32After Noah was 500 years old,u he became the father of Shem,v Ham and Japheth.w




The Flood

Genesis 6

1When men began to increase in number on the eartha and daughters were born to them, 2the sons of Godb saw that the daughters of menc were beautiful,d and they marriede any of them they chose. 3Then the LORD said, “My Spiritf will not contend with[32] man forever,g for he is mortal[33];h his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

4The Nephilimi were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of menj and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.k

5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become,l and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.m 6The LORD was grievedn that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the eartho—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.p” 8But Noahq found favor in the eyes of the LORD.r

9This is the accounts of Noah.

Noah was a righteous man, blamelesst among the people of his time,u and he walked with God.v 10Noah had three sons: Shem,w Ham and Japheth.x

11Now the earth was corrupty in God’s sight and was full of violence.z 12God saw how corrupta the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.b 13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroyc both them and the earth.d 14So make yourself an ark of cypress[34] wood;e make rooms in it and coat it with pitchf inside and out. 15This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.[35] 16Make a roof for it and finish[36] the ark to within 18 inches[37] of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17I am going to bring floodwatersg on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.h 18But I will establish my covenant with you,i and you will enter the arkj—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you.k 20Twol of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kindm of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive.n 21You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”

22Noah did everything just as God commanded him.o




Genesis 7

1The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family,a because I have found you righteousb in this generation. 2Take with you seven[38] of every kind of cleanc animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 3and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alived throughout the earth. 4Seven days from now I will send raine on the earthf for forty daysg and forty nights,h and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.i”

5And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.j

6Noah was six hundred years oldk when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the arkl to escape the waters of the flood. 8Pairs of clean and uncleanm animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah.n 10And after the seven dayso the floodwaters came on the earth.

11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life,p on the seventeenth day of the second monthq—on that day all the springs of the great deepr burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavenss were opened. 12And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.t

13On that very day Noah and his sons,u Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark.v 14They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind,w everything with wings. 15Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark.x 16The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah.y Then the LORD shut him in.

17For forty daysz the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered.a 20The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.[39],[40] b 21Every living thing that moved on the earth perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.c 22Everything on dry land that had the breath of lifed in its nostrils died. 23Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth.e Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.f

24The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.g




Genesis 8

1But God remembereda Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth,b and the waters receded. 2Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavensc had been closed, and the raind had stopped falling from the sky. 3The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty dayse the water had gone down, 4and on the seventeenth day of the seventh monthf the ark came to rest on the mountainsg of Ararat.h 5The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible.

6After forty daysi Noah opened the window he had made in the ark 7and sent out a raven,j and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth.k 8Then he sent out a dovel to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9But the dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth.m 12He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him.

13By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year,n the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 14By the twenty-seventh day of the second montho the earth was completely dry.

15Then God said to Noah, 16“Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives.p 17Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it.”q

18So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.r 19All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—came out of the ark, one kind after another.

20Then Noah built an altar to the LORDs and, taking some of all the clean animals and cleant birds, he sacrificed burnt offeringsu on it. 21The LORD smelled the pleasing aromav and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the groundw because of man, even though[41] every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.x And never again will I destroyy all living creatures,z as I have done.

22“As long as the earth endures,

seedtime and harvest,a

cold and heat,

summer and winter,b

day and night

will never cease.”c




God’s Covenant With Noah

Genesis 9

1Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.a 2The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.b 3Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.c Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.d

4“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.e 5And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting.f I will demand an accounting from every animal.g And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man.h

6“Whoever sheds the blood of man,

by man shall his blood be shed;i

for in the image of Godj

has God made man.

7As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.”k

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9“I now establish my covenant with youl and with your descendants after you 10and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11I establish my covenantm with you:n Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.o”

12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenantp I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come:q 13I have set my rainbowr in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbows appears in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenantt between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.u 16Whenever the rainbowv appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenantw between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”

17So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenantx I have established between me and all life on the earth.”

The Sons of Noah

18The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth.y (Ham was the father of Canaan.)z 19These were the three sons of Noah,a and from them came the people who were scattered over the earth.b

20Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded[42] to plant a vineyard. 21When he drank some of its wine,c he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakednessd and told his two brothers outside. 23But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s nakedness. Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father’s nakedness.

24When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 25he said,

“Cursede be Canaan!f

The lowest of slaves

will he be to his brothers.g”

26He also said,

“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem!h

May Canaan be the slavei of Shem.[43]

27May God extend the territory of Japheth[44];j

may Japheth live in the tents of Shem,k

and may Canaan be his[45] slave.”

28After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29Altogether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died.l
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Genesis 9:18–27

When Noah learned what his son Ham had done, he cursed Canaan, Ham’s son. Exegetes first tried to reconcile the curse on Canaan instead of Ham by arguing that Canaan was actually Noah’s fourth and youngest son, making him Ham’s brother rather than his son. Others tried to resolve the problem by removing “Ham, the father of” from verse 22, making Canaan the perpetrator of the act. Medieval Jewish, Christian and Muslim theologians misinterpreted Noah’s statement, transferring the curse from Canaan to Ham. The misnomer “the Curse of Ham,” which became the common misconception, took on racial implications in the Middle Ages. Some justified the African slave trade on the basis that God had ordained that Ham’s black descendants be slaves to the descendants of Shem and Japheth on account of Ham’s sin.
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The Table of Nations

Genesis 10

1This is the accounta of Shem, Ham and Japheth,b Noah’s sons,c who themselves had sons after the flood.

The Japhethites

10:2–5pp — 1Ch 1:5–7

2The sons[46] of Japheth:

Gomer,d Magog,e Madai, Javan,f Tubal,g Meshechh and Tiras.

3The sons of Gomer:

Ashkenaz,i Riphath and Togarmah.j

4The sons of Javan:

Elishah,k Tarshish,l the Kittimm and the Rodanim.[47] 5(From these the maritime peoples spread out into their territories by their clans within their nations, each with its own language.)n

The Hamites

10:6–20pp — 1Ch 1:8–16

6The sons of Ham:

Cush,o Mizraim,[48] Putp and Canaan.q

7The sons of Cush:

Seba,r Havilah,s Sabtah, Raamaht and Sabteca.

The sons of Raamah:

Shebau and Dedan.v

8Cush was the father[49] of Nimrod,w who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth. 9He was a mightyx huntery before the LORD; that is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon,z Erech,a Akkad and Calneh,b in[50] Shinar.[51]c 11From that land he went to Assyria,d where he built Nineveh,e Rehoboth Ir,[52] Calah 12and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.

13Mizraim was the father of

the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, 14Pathrusites, Casluhites (from whom the Philistinesf came) and Caphtorites.g

15Canaanh was the father of

Sidoni his firstborn,[53]j and of the Hittites,k 16Jebusites,l Amorites,m Girgashites,n 17Hivites,o Arkites, Sinites, 18Arvadites,p Zemarites and Hamathites.q

Later the Canaaniter clans scattered 19and the borders of Canaans reached from Sidont toward Geraru as far as Gaza,v and then toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim,w as far as Lasha.

20These are the sons of Ham by their clans and languages, in their territories and nations.

The Semites

10:21–31pp — Ge 11:10–27; 1Ch 1:17–27

21Sons were also born to Shem, whose older brother was[54] Japheth; Shem was the ancestor of all the sons of Eber.x

22The sons of Shem:

Elam,y Asshur,z Arphaxad,a Lud and Aram.b

23The sons of Aram:

Uz,c Hul, Gether and Meshech.[55]

24Arphaxad was the father of[56] Shelah,

and Shelah the father of Eber.d

25Two sons were born to Eber:

One was named Peleg,[57] because in his time the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan.

26Joktan was the father of

Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal,e Diklah, 28Obal, Abimael, Sheba,f 29Ophir,g Havilah and Jobab. All these were sons of Joktan.

30The region where they lived stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, in the eastern hill country.

31These are the sons of Shem by their clans and languages, in their territories and nations.

32These are the clans of Noah’s sons,h according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earthi after the flood.
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Genesis 10

After the Genesis flood, the sons of Noah migrated in several directions: Japheth and his children represent nations to the north and west of Canaan (including present-day Europe and northeastern Asia); Ham and his children represent nations in Mesopotamia/Asia as well as the continent of Africa; Shem and his children represent nations in Mesopotamia/Asia. The story of Nimrod, grandson of Ham and son of Cush, establishes the African presence in Mesopotamia: “The first centers of [Nimrod’s] kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Akkad and Calneh, in Shinar. From that land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh” (vv. 10–11).
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Genesis 10:6

Mizraim/Egypt/Egyptians are mentioned some 100 times in Genesis (see chs. 10; 12–13; 15–16; 21; 25–26; 37; 39–43; 45–50). Mizraim is the Hebrew word designating the people who were otherwise called Egyptians.

Prior to Alexander the Great conquering the land in 332 B.C., the people along the Nile River called themselves Kemet.

KMT or kemet is the Egyptian word, a combination of km (“black”) and the suffix t (literally “thing” or “land”). Kemet can mean “black land” or sometimes “people of the black land.” It is generally assumed to reference the dark soil of the Nile Valley. The term KMM.W or kememew was a term also sometimes used by the Egyptians; it means “the black people.”

The ancient Egyptians traced their origins to a land they called Punt, or “Ta Neteru” (“Land of the Gods”), believed to be located in the Ethiopian Highlands.
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Genesis 10:6–12

Several geographic locations and people group names indicate the presence of people of color in these chapters. They represent the peoples and nations south and southwest of Biblical Israel. Among them are: (1) Ham or Hamites. Ham is the Hebrew adjective for “warm” or “hot.” The word is used in the Psalms to collectively represent the Egyptians or the land of Egypt (see Ps 105:23, 27; 106:22). Ham’s name could refer to the warmth of the geographic region attributed to him. (2) Cush or Cushites, called “Ethiopians” in some Bible translations. Biblical Ethiopia is not present-day Ethiopia, but a region located south of Egypt (see the African Presence note on Ex 5:1–5). (3) Mizraim or Mizraimites. The word means “two Egypts,” referring to Upper and Lower Egypt. (4) Put (either Libya or modern Somalia). (5) Canaan or Canaanites (Babylon and Assyria). It is not necessary to assert that all these people were “coal” black to establish that they had ties to African heritage.
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The Tower of Babel

Genesis 11

1Now the whole world had one languagea and a common speech. 2As men moved eastward,[58] they found a plain in Shinar[59]b and settled there.

3They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricksc and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone,d and tare for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens,f so that we may make a nameg for ourselves and not be scatteredh over the face of the whole earth.”i

5But the LORD came downj to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same languagek they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7Come, let usl go downm and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”n

8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth,o and they stopped building the city. 9That is why it was called Babel[60]p—because there the LORD confused the languageq of the whole world.r From there the LORD scattereds them over the face of the whole earth.

From Shem to Abram

11:10–27pp — Ge 10:21–31; 1Ch 1:17–27

10This is the accountt of Shem.

Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father[61] of Arphaxad.u 11And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah.v 13And after he became the father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters.[62]

14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber.w 15And after he became the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg.x 17And after he became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu.y 19And after he became the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the father of Serug.z 21And after he became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor.a 23And after he became the father of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

24When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah.b 25And after he became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

26After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram,c Nahord and Haran.e

27This is the accountf of Terah.

Terah became the father of Abram, Nahorg and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot.h 28While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans,i in the land of his birth. 29Abram and Nahorj both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai,k and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah;l she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30Now Sarai was barren; she had no children.m

31Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lotn son of Haran, and his daughter-in-lawo Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeansp to go to Canaan.q But when they came to Haran,r they settled there.

32Terahs lived 205 years, and he died in Haran.




The Call of Abram

Genesis 12

1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s householda and go to the landb I will show you.c

2“I will make you into a great nationd

and I will bless you;e

I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.f

3I will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you I will curse;g

and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.h”

4So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Loti went with him. Abram was seventy-five years oldj when he set out from Haran.k 5He took his wife Sarai,l his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulatedm and the peoplen they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan,o and they arrived there.

6Abram traveled through the landp as far as the site of the great tree of Morehq at Shechem.r At that time the Canaanitess were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to Abramt and said, “To your offspring[63] I will give this land.u”v So he built an altar there to the LORD,w who had appeared to him.

8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethelx and pitched his tent,y with Bethel on the west and Aiz on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.a 9Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.b

Abram in Egypt

12:10–20Ref — Ge 20:1–18; 26:1–11

10Now there was a famine in the land,c and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe.d 11As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai,e “I know what a beautiful womanf you are. 12When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let you live. 13Say you are my sister,g so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.”

14When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful woman.h 15And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 16He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels.i

17But the LORD inflictedj serious diseases on Pharaoh and his householdk because of Abram’s wife Sarai. 18So Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have you done to me?”l he said. “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife?m 19Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’n so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!” 20Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his wife and everything he had.
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Genesis 12:10

Historical records indicate that people of African descent can be identified all the way from the southern coasts of Africa into Asia and all around the Pacific Rim. Archaeological findings, such as inscriptions and paintings on walls, pottery and tombs in Mesopotamia and Egypt, show people with African features.

The name “Egypt” is a Greek term. Before the arrival of Greeks, the native people called their land Kemet (see the African Presence note on Ge 10:6). Some scholars have argued that kemet is a reference to both the land and its people, while others claim that the term refers only to the black soil.

[image: ]








Abram and Lot Separate

Genesis 13

1So Abram went up from Egypta to the Negev,b with his wife and everything he had, and Lotc went with him. 2Abram had become very wealthyd in livestocke and in silver and gold.

3From the Negevf he went from place to place until he came to Bethel,g to the place between Bethel and Aih where his tent had been earlier 4and where he had first built an altar.i There Abram called on the name of the LORD.j

5Now Lot,k who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.l 7And quarrelingm arose between Abram’s herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanitesn and Perizziteso were also living in the landp at that time.

8So Abram said to Lot,q “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me,r or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers.s 9Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”t

10Lot looked up and saw that the whole plainu of the Jordanv was well watered, like the garden of the LORD,w like the land of Egypt,x toward Zoar.y (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodomz and Gomorrah.)a 11So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12Abram lived in the land of Canaan,b while Lotc lived among the cities of the plaind and pitched his tents near Sodom.e 13Now the men of Sodomf were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.g

14The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.h 15All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring[64] forever.i 16I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.j 17Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land,k for I am giving it to you.”l

18So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamrem at Hebron,n where he built an altar to the LORD.o




Abram Rescues Lot

Genesis 14

1At this time Amraphel king of Shinar,[65]a Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomerb king of Elamc and Tidal king of Goiim 2went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim,d and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).e 3All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddimf (the Salt Sea[66]g). 4For twelve years they had been subject to Kedorlaomer,h but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.

5In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomeri and the kings allied with him went out and defeated the Rephaitesj in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emitesk in Shaveh Kiriathaim 6and the Horitesl in the hill country of Seir,m as far as El Parann near the desert. 7Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh),o and they conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites,p as well as the Amoritesq who were living in Hazazon Tamar.r

8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah,s the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiimt and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)u marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddimv 9against Kedorlaomerw king of Elam,x Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 10Now the Valley of Siddimy was full of tarz pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorraha fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills.b 11The four kings seized all the goodsc of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away. 12They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lotd and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.

13One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew.e Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamref the Amorite, a brother[67] of Eshcolg and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. 14When Abram heard that his relativeh had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trainedi men born in his householdj and went in pursuit as far as Dan.k 15During the night Abram divided his menl to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus.m 16He recoveredn all the goodso and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people.

17After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomerp and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodomq came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).r

18Then Melchizedeks king of Salem[68]t brought out breadu and wine.v He was priest of God Most High,w 19and he blessed Abram,x saying,

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,y

Creator[69] of heaven and earth.z

20And blessed be[70] God Most High,a

who delivered your enemies into your hand.”

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.b

21The king of Sodomc said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the goodsd for yourself.”

22But Abram said to the king of Sodom,e “I have raised my handf to the LORD, God Most High,g Creator of heaven and earth,h and have taken an oath 23that I will accept nothing belonging to you,i not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ 24I will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me—to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre.j Let them have their share.”




God’s Covenant With Abram

Genesis 15

1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abrama in a vision:b

“Do not be afraid,c Abram.

I am your shield,[71]d

your very great reward.[72]e”

2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD,f what can you give me since I remain childlessg and the one who will inherit[73] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?h” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servanti in my householdj will be my heir.”

4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.k” 5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the starsl—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”m

6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.n
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Lord,

I pray that I will clearly hear your unique and distinctive call on my life. Don’t let me get sidetracked with things that are nonessential to your purpose. Lift my eyes above my circumstances so I will not become discouraged by temporary inconveniences. Give me patience to wait for your perfect timing.

Amen.

Genesis 15:1–6
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7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you outo of Ur of the Chaldeansp to give you this land to take possession of it.”q

8But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD,r how can I knows that I will gain possession of it?”t

9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer,u a goat and a ram, each three years old,v along with a dove and a young pigeon.w”

10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other;x the birds, however, he did not cut in half.y 11Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses,z but Abram drove them away.

12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep,a and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslavedb and mistreated four hundred years.c 14But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come outd with great possessions.e 15You, however, will go to your fathersf in peace and be buried at a good old age.g 16In the fourth generationh your descendants will come back here,i for the sin of the Amoritesj has not yet reached its full measure.”

17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torchk appeared and passed between the pieces.l 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abramm and said, “To your descendants I give this land,n from the river[74] of Egypto to the great river, the Euphratesp— 19the land of the Kenites,q Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites,r Perizzites,s Rephaites,t 21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”u




Hagar and Ishmael

Genesis 16

1Now Sarai,a Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.b But she had an Egyptian maidservantc named Hagar;d 2so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children.e Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”f

Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3So after Abram had been living in Canaang ten years,h Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4He slept with Hagar,i and she conceived.


Women of the Bible: Hagar



When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.j 5Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me.”k

6“Your servant is in your hands,l” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreatedm Hagar; so she fled from her.

7The angel of the LORDn found Hagar near a springo in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur.p 8And he said, “Hagar,q servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?”r

“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.

9Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10The angel added, “I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.”s

11The angel of the LORDt also said to her:

“You are now with child

and you will have a son.u

You shall name himv Ishmael,[75]w

for the LORD has heard of your misery.x

12He will be a wild donkeyy of a man;

his hand will be against everyone

and everyone’s hand against him,

and he will live in hostility

toward[76] all his brothers.z”

13She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,a” for she said, “I have now seen[77] the One who sees me.”b 14That is why the wellc was called Beer Lahai Roi[78];d it is still there, between Kadeshe and Bered.

15So Hagarf bore Abram a son,g and Abram gave the name Ishmaelh to the son she had borne. 16Abram was eighty-six years oldi when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
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Genesis 16:1

Notable people of African descent are: (1) Hagar (see Ge 16:1; 21:9); (2) Hagar’s son Ishmael, who was Egyptian and Israelite (see Ge 16:15); (3) Ishmael’s unnamed Egyptian wife (see Ge 21:21); and (4) Ephraim and Manasseh, sons of Joseph by Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, the Egyptian priest of On (see Ge 41:50–52).
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The Covenant of Circumcision

Genesis 17

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old,a the LORD appeared to himb and said, “I am God Almighty[79];c walk before me and be blameless.d 2I will confirm my covenant between me and youe and will greatly increase your numbers.”f

3Abram fell facedown,g and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you:h You will be the father of many nations.i 5No longer will you be called Abram[80]; your name will be Abraham,[81]j for I have made you a father of many nations.k 6I will make you very fruitful;l I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.m 7I will establish my covenantn as an everlasting covenanto between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your Godp and the God of your descendants after you.q 8The whole land of Canaan,r where you are now an alien,s I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you;t and I will be their God.u”

9Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant,v you and your descendants after you for the generations to come.w 10This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.x 11You are to undergo circumcision,y and it will be the sign of the covenantz between me and you. 12For the generations to comea every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised,b including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised.c My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.d 14Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcisede in the flesh, will be cut off from his people;f he has broken my covenant.g”

15God also said to Abraham, “As for Saraih your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.i 16I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her.j I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations;k kings of peoples will come from her.”

17Abraham fell facedown;l he laughedm and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old?n Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”o 18And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmaelp might live under your blessing!”q

19Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son,r and you will call him Isaac.[82]s I will establish my covenant with himt as an everlasting covenantu for his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers.v He will be the father of twelve rulers,w and I will make him into a great nation.x 21But my covenanty I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to youz by this time next year.”a 22When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.b

23On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his householdc or bought with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him.d 24Abraham was ninety-nine years olde when he was circumcised,f 25and his son Ishmaelg was thirteen; 26Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that same day. 27And every male in Abraham’s householdh, including those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.




The Three Visitors

Genesis 18

1The LORD appeared to Abrahama near the great trees of Mamreb while he was sitting at the entrance to his tentc in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked upd and saw three mene standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.f

3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes,g my lord,[83] do not pass your servanth by. 4Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feeti and rest under this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat,j so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.”

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”

6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs[84] of fine flour and knead it and bake some bread.”k

7Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calfl and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then brought some curdsm and milkn and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them.o While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.

9“Where is your wife Sarah?”p they asked him.

“There, in the tent,q” he said.

10Then the LORD[85] said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year,r and Sarah your wife will have a son.”s

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years,t and Sarah was past the age of childbearing.u 12So Sarah laughedv to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my master[86]w is old, will I now have this pleasure?”

13Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’x 14Is anything too hard for the LORD?y I will return to you at the appointed time next yearz and Sarah will have a son.”a

15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
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But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

Abraham Pleads for Sodom

16When the menb got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abrahamc what I am about to do?d 18Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation,e and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 19For I have chosen himf, so that he will direct his childreng and his household after him to keep the way of the LORDh by doing what is right and just,i so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.”j

20Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodomk and Gomorrah is so greatl and their sin so grievousm 21that I will go downn and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”

22The meno turned away and went toward Sodom,p but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.[87]q 23Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?r 24What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare[88] the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?s 25Far be it from you to do such a thingt—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteousu and the wicked alike.v Far be it from you! Will not the Judge[89]w of all the earth do right?”x

26The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.y”

27Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes,z 28what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?”

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”

29Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”

30Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry,a but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

31Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?”

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”

32Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more.b What if only ten can be found there?”

He answered, “For the sake of ten,c I will not destroy it.”

33When the LORD had finished speakingd with Abraham, he left,e and Abraham returned home.f




Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed

Genesis 19

1The two angelsa arrived at Sodomb in the evening, and Lotc was sitting in the gateway of the city.d When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.e 2“My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feetf and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”

“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”g

3But he insistedh so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house.i He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast,j and they ate.k 4Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodoml—both young and old—surrounded the house. 5They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”m

6Lot went outside to meet themn and shut the door behind him 7and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. 8Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”o

9“Get out of our way,” they replied. And they said, “This fellow came here as an alien,p and now he wants to play the judge!q We’ll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down the door.

10But the menr inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 11Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindnesss so that they could not find the door.

12The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you?t Get them out of here, 13because weu are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so greatv that he has sent us to destroy it.”w

14So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry[90] his daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!x” But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.y

15With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept awayz when the city is punished.a”

16When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughtersb and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them.c 17As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives!d Don’t look back,e and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!f Flee to the mountainsg or you will be swept away!”

18But Lot said to them, “No, my lords,[91] please! 19Your[92] servant has found favor in your[93] eyes,h and you[94] have shown great kindnessi to me in sparing my life. But I can’t flee to the mountains;j this disaster will overtake me, and I’ll die. 20Look, here is a town near enough to run to, and it is small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn’t it? Then my life will be spared.”

21He said to him, “Very well, I will grant this requestk too; I will not overthrow the town you speak of. 22But flee there quickly, because I cannot do anything until you reach it.” (That is why the town was called Zoar.[95]l)

23By the time Lot reached Zoar,m the sun had risen over the land. 24Then the LORD rained down burning sulfurn on Sodom and Gomorraho—from the LORD out of the heavens.p 25Thus he overthrew those citiesq and the entire plain,r including all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the land.s 26But Lot’s wife looked back,t and she became a pillar of salt.u
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27Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the LORD.v 28He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.w

29So when God destroyed the cities of the plain,x he rememberedy Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophez that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.a

Lot and His Daughters

30Lot and his two daughters left Zoarb and settled in the mountains,c for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters lived in a cave. 31One day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. 32Let’s get our father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family lined through our father.”e

33That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up.f

34The next day the older daughter said to the younger, “Last night I lay with my father. Let’s get him to drink wine again tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can preserve our family line through our father.”g 35So they got their father to drink wineh that night also, and the younger daughter went and lay with him. Again he was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up.i

36So both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father.j 37The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab[96];k he is the father of the Moabitesl of today. 38The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammi[97]; he is the father of the Ammonitesm of today.




Abraham and Abimelech

20:1–18Ref — Ge 12:10–20; 26:1–11

Genesis 20

1Now Abraham moved on from therea into the region of the Negevb and lived between Kadeshc and Shur.d For a whilee he stayed in Gerar,f 2and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.g” Then Abimelechh king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her.i

3But God came to Abimelechj in a dreamk one night and said to him, “You are as good as deadl because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.”m

4Now Abimelech had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation?n 5Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,o’ and didn’t she also say, ‘He is my brother’? I have done this with a clear consciencep and clean hands.q”

6Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have keptr you from sinning against me.s That is why I did not let you touch her. 7Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet,t and he will pray for youu and you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and all yours will die.”v

8Early the next morning Abimelech summoned all his officials, and when he told them all that had happened, they were very much afraid. 9Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us? How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done.w” 10And Abimelech asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?”

11Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of Godx in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’y 12Besides, she really is my sister,z the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife. 13And when God had me wandera from my father’s household,b I said to her, ‘This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

14Then Abimelechc brought sheep and cattle and male and female slaves and gave them to Abraham,d and he returned Sarah his wife to him. 15And Abimelech said, “My land is before you; live wherever you like.”e

16To Sarah he said, “I am giving your brother a thousand shekels[98] of silver. This is to cover the offense against you before all who are with you; you are completely vindicated.”

17Then Abraham prayed to God,f and God healed Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls so they could have children again, 18for the LORD had closed up every womb in Abimelech’s household because of Abraham’s wife Sarah.g




The Birth of Isaac

Genesis 21

1Now the LORD was gracious to Saraha as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised.b 2Sarah became pregnant and bore a sonc to Abraham in his old age,d at the very time God had promised him.e 3Abraham gave the name Isaac[99]f to the son Sarah bore him. 4When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him,g as God commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years oldh when his son Isaac was born to him.

6Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter,i and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 7And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”j
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Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away

8The child grew and was weaned,k and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. 9But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abrahaml was mocking,m 10and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave womann and her son, for that slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”o

11The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son.p 12But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring[100] will be reckoned.q 13I will make the son of the maidservant into a nationr also, because he is your offspring.”

14Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar.s He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.t

15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. 16Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there nearby, she[101] began to sob.u

17God heard the boy crying,v and the angel of Godw called to Hagar from heavenx and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid;y God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.z”

19Then God opened her eyesa and she saw a well of water.b So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.

20God was with the boyc as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21While he was living in the Desert of Paran,d his mother got a wife for hime from Egypt.

The Treaty at Beersheba

22At that time Abimelechf and Phicol the commander of his forcesg said to Abraham, “God is with you in everything you do.h 23Now sweari to me here before God that you will not deal falsely with me or my children or my descendants.j Show to me and the country where you are living as an alien the same kindness I have shown to you.”k

24Abraham said, “I swear it.”

25Then Abraham complained to Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech’s servants had seized.l 26But Abimelech said, “I don’t know who has done this. You did not tell me, and I heard about it only today.”

27So Abraham brought sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a treaty.m 28Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from the flock, 29and Abimelech asked Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set apart by themselves?”

30He replied, “Accept these seven lambs from my hand as a witnessn that I dug this well.o”

31So that place was called Beersheba,[102]p because the two men swore an oathq there.

32After the treatyr had been made at Beersheba,s Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his forcest returned to the land of the Philistines.u 33Abraham planted a tamarisk treev in Beersheba, and there he called upon the name of the LORD,w the Eternal God.x 34And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistinesy for a long time.




Abraham Tested

Genesis 22

1Some time later God testeda Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,”b he replied.

2Then God said, “Take your sonc, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.d Sacrifice him there as a burnt offeringe on one of the mountains I will tell you about.f”

3Early the next morningg Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.h”

6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac,i and he himself carried the fire and the knife.j As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lambk for the burnt offering?”

8Abraham answered, “God himself will providel the lambm for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.

9When they reached the place God had told him about,n Abraham built an altaro there and arranged the woodp on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar,q on top of the wood. 10Then he reached out his hand and took the knifer to slay his son.s 11But the angel of the LORDt called out to him from heaven,u “Abraham! Abraham!”v

“Here I am,”w he replied.

12“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God,x because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.y”

13Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[103] caught by its horns.z He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.a 14So Abraham calledb that place The LORDc Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.d”

15The angel of the LORDe called to Abraham from heavenf a second time 16and said, “I swear by myself,g declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,h 17I will surely bless youi and make your descendantsj as numerous as the stars in the skyk and as the sand on the seashore.l Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies,m 18and through your offspring[104] all nations on earth will be blessed,n because you have obeyed me.”o

19Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba.p And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.

Nahor’s Sons

20Some time later Abraham was told, “Milcah is also a mother; she has borne sons to your brother Nahor:q 21Uzr the firstborn, Buzs his brother, Kemuel (the father of Aram), 22Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph and Bethuel.t” 23Bethuel became the father of Rebekah.u Milcah bore these eight sons to Abraham’s brother Nahor.v 24His concubine,w whose name was Reumah, also had sons: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash and Maacah.




The Death of Sarah

Genesis 23

1Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. 2She died at Kiriath Arbaa (that is, Hebron)b in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.c

3Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites.[105]d He said, 4“I am an alien and a strangere among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.f”

5The Hittites replied to Abraham, 6“Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty princeg among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb for burying your dead.”

7Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land, the Hittites. 8He said to them, “If you are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of Zoharh on my behalf 9so he will sell me the cave of Machpelah,i which belongs to him and is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site among you.”

10Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people and he replied to Abraham in the hearing of all the Hittitesj who had come to the gatek of his city. 11“No, my lord,” he said. “Listen to me; I give[106]l you the field, and I give[107] you the cave that is in it. I give[108] it to you in the presence of my people. Bury your dead.”

12Again Abraham bowed down before the people of the land 13and he said to Ephron in their hearing, “Listen to me, if you will. I will pay the price of the field. Accept it from me so I can bury my dead there.”

14Ephron answered Abraham, 15“Listen to me, my lord; the land is worth four hundred shekels[109] of silver,m but what is that between me and you? Bury your dead.”

16Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and weighed out for him the price he had named in the hearing of the Hittites: four hundred shekels of silver,n according to the weight current among the merchants.o

17So Ephron’s field in Machpelahp near Mamreq—both the field and the cave in it, and all the trees within the borders of the field—was deeded 18to Abraham as his propertyr in the presence of all the Hittitess who had come to the gatet of the city. 19Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelahu near Mamre (which is at Hebronv) in the land of Canaan.w 20So the field and the cave in it were deededx to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial site.y




Isaac and Rebekah

Genesis 24

1Abraham was now old and well advanced in years,a and the LORD had blessedb him in every way.c 2He said to the chief[110] servantd in his household, the one in charge of all that he had,e “Put your hand under my thigh.f 3I want you to swearg by the LORD, the God of heavenh and the God of earth,i that you will not get a wife for my sonj from the daughters of the Canaanites,k among whom I am living,l 4but will go to my country and my own relativesm and get a wife for my son Isaac.n”

5The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land?o Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?p”

6“Make sure that you do not take my son back there,”q Abraham said. 7“The LORD, the God of heaven,r who brought me out of my father’s household and my native lands and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring[111]t I will give this land’u—he will send his angel before youv so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oathw of mine. Only do not take my son back there.”x 9So the servant put his hand under the thighy of his masterz Abraham and swore an oath to him concerning this matter.

10Then the servant took ten of his master’s camelsa and left, taking with him all kinds of good thingsb from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim[112]c and made his way to the town of Nahor.d 11He had the camels kneel down near the welle outside the town; it was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw water.f

12Then he prayed, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham,g give me successh today, and show kindnessi to my master Abraham. 13See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water.j 14May it be that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink,k and I’ll water your camels too’l—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac.m By this I will known that you have shown kindness to my master.”

15Before he had finished praying,o Rebekahp came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuelq son of Milcah,r who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor.s 16The girl was very beautiful,t a virgin;u no man had ever lain with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.

17The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your jar.”v

18“Drink,w my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink.

19After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your camelsx too,y until they have finished drinking.” 20So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels.z 21Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful.a

22When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ringb weighing a beka[113] and two gold braceletsc weighing ten shekels.[114] 23Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you?d Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?e”

24She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor.f” 25And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder,g as well as room for you to spend the night.”

26Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD,h 27saying, “Praise be to the LORD,i the God of my master Abraham,j who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulnessk to my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journeyl to the house of my master’s relatives.”m

28The girl ran and told her mother’s household about these things.n 29Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban,o and he hurried out to the man at the spring. 30As soon as he had seen the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms,p and had heard Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out to the man and found him standing by the camels near the spring. 31“Come, you who are blessed by the LORD,”q he said. “Why are you standing out here? I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.”

32So the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and fodderr were brought for the camels, and water for him and his men to wash their feet.s 33Then food was set before him, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told you what I have to say.”

“Then tell us,” [Laban] said.

34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant.t 35The LORD has blessedu my master abundantly,v and he has become wealthy.w He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, menservants and maidservants, and camels and donkeys.x 36My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her[115] old age,y and he has given him everything he owns.z 37And my master made me swear an oath,a and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live,b 38but go to my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a wife for my son.’c

39“Then I asked my master, ‘What if the woman will not come back with me?’d

40“He replied, ‘The LORD, before whom I have walked,e will send his angel with youf and make your journey a success,g so that you can get a wife for my son from my own clan and from my father’s family.h 41Then, when you go to my clan, you will be released from my oath even if they refuse to give her to you—you will be released from my oath.’i

42“When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘O LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant successj to the journey on which I have come. 43See, I am standing beside this spring;k if a maidenl comes out to draw water and I say to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,”m 44and if she says to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the LORD has chosen for my master’s son.’n

45“Before I finished praying in my heart,o Rebekah came out, with her jar on her shoulder.p She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’q

46“She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’r So I drank, and she watered the camels also.s

47“I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’t

“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuelu son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore to him.’v

“Then I put the ring in her nosew and the bracelets on her arms,x 48and I bowed down and worshiped the LORD.y I praised the LORD, the God of my master Abraham,z who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son.a 49Now if you will show kindness and faithfulnessb to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.”

50Laban and Bethuelc answered, “This is from the LORD;d we can say nothing to you one way or the other.e 51Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has directed.f”

52When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before the LORD.g 53Then the servant brought out gold and silver jewelry and articles of clothingh and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly giftsi to her brother and to her mother. 54Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there.

When they got up the next morning, he said, “Send me on my wayj to my master.”

55But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the girl remain with us ten days or so;k then you[116] may go.”

56But he said to them, “Do not detain me, now that the LORD has granted successl to my journey. Send me on my waym so I may go to my master.”

57Then they said, “Let’s call the girl and ask her about it.”n 58So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?”

“I will go,”o she said.

59So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way,p along with her nurseq and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60And they blessedr Rebekah and said to her,

“Our sister, may you increase

to thousands upon thousands;s

may your offspring possess

the gates of their enemies.”t

61Then Rebekah and her maidsu got ready and mounted their camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.

62Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi,v for he was living in the Negev.w 63He went out to the field one evening to meditate,[117]x and as he looked up,y he saw camels approaching. 64Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camelz 65and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”

“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veila and covered herself.

66Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 67Isaac brought her into the tentb of his mother Sarah,c and he married Rebekah.d So she became his wife, and he loved her;e and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.f




The Death of Abraham

25:1–4pp — 1Ch 1:32–33

Genesis 25

1Abraham took[118] another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2She bore him Zimran,a Jokshan, Medan, Midian,b Ishbak and Shuah.c 3Jokshan was the father of Shebad and Dedan;e the descendants of Dedan were the Asshurites, the Letushites and the Leummites. 4The sons of Midian were Ephah,f Epher, Hanoch, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of Keturah.

5Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac.g 6But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the sons of his concubinesh and sent them away from his son Isaaci to the land of the east.j

7Altogether, Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years.k 8Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age,l an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people.m 9His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried himn in the cave of Machpelaho near Mamre,p in the field of Ephronq son of Zohar the Hittite,r 10the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites.[119]s There Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. 11After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac,t who then lived near Beer Lahai Roi.u

Ishmael’s Sons

25:12–16pp — 1Ch 1:29–31

12This is the accountv of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Sarah’s maidservant, Hagarw the Egyptian, bore to Abraham.x

13These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaiothy the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar,z Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah,a Massa, 15Hadad, Tema,b Jetur,c Naphish and Kedemah. 16These were the sons of Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulersd according to their settlements and camps.e 17Altogether, Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people.f 18His descendantsg settled in the area from Havilah to Shur,h near the border of Egypt, as you go toward Asshur. And they lived in hostility toward[120] all their brothers.i

Jacob and Esau

19This is the accountj of Abraham’s son Isaac.

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years oldk when he married Rebekahl daughter of Bethuelm the Aramean from Paddan Aram[121]n and sister of Labano the Aramean.p

21Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren.q The LORD answered his prayer,r and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD.s

23The LORD said to her,

“Two nationst are in your womb,

and two peoples from within you will be separated;

one people will be stronger than the other,

and the older will serve the younger.u”

24When the time came for her to give birth,v there were twin boys in her womb.w 25The first to come out was red,x and his whole body was like a hairy garment;y so they named him Esau.[122]z 26After this, his brother came out,a with his hand grasping Esau’s heel;b so he was named Jacob.[123]c Isaac was sixty years oldd when Rebekah gave birth to them.


Women of the Bible: Rebekah



27The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter,e a man of the open country,f while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. 28Isaac, who had a taste for wild game,g loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.h

29Once when Jacob was cooking some stew,i Esau came in from the open country,j famished. 30He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew!k I’m famished!” (That is why he was also called Edom.[124])l

31Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.m”

32“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”

33But Jacob said, “Swearn to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthrighto to Jacob.

34Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew.p He ate and drank, and then got up and left.

So Esau despised his birthright.
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Genesis 25:1–2

The name Keturah is derived from the root word “qatar,” which means “thick smoke” or “incense.” Her descendants with Abraham are associated with Arabian and Aramean tribes or cities situated along the “incense route” through western Arabia.
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Isaac and Abimelech

26:1–11Ref — Ge 12:10–20; 20:1–18

Genesis 26

1Now there was a famine in the landa—besides the earlier famine of Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistinesb in Gerar.c 2The LORD appearedd to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt;e live in the land where I tell you to live.f 3Stay in this land for a while,g and I will be with youh and will bless you.i For to you and your descendants I will give all these landsj and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham.k 4I will make your descendantsl as numerous as the stars in the skym and will give them all these lands,n and through your offspring[125] all nations on earth will be blessed,o 5because Abraham obeyed mep and kept my requirements, my commands, my decreesq and my laws.r” 6So Isaac stayed in Gerar.s

7When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,t” because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.”

8When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistinesu looked down from a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. 9So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, “She is really your wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?v”

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might lose my life on account of her.”

10Then Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us?w One of the men might well have slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.”

11So Abimelech gave orders to all the people: “Anyone who molestsx this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”y

12Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold,z because the LORD blessed him.a 13The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy.b 14He had so many flocks and herds and servantsc that the Philistines envied him.d 15So all the wellse that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped up,f filling them with earth.

16Then Abimelech said to Isaac, “Move away from us;g you have become too powerful for us.h”

17So Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerari and settled there. 18Isaac reopened the wellsj that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father had given them.

19Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water there. 20But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreledk with Isaac’s herdsmen and said, “The water is ours!”l So he named the well Esek,[126] because they disputed with him. 21Then they dug another well, but they quarreledm over that one also; so he named it Sitnah.[127] 22He moved on from there and dug another well, and no one quarreled over it. He named it Rehoboth,[128]n saying, “Now the LORD has given us roomo and we will flourishp in the land.”

23From there he went up to Beersheba.q 24That night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham.r Do not be afraid,s for I am with you;t I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendantsu for the sake of my servant Abraham.”v

25Isaac built an altarw there and called on the name of the LORD.x There he pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well.y

26Meanwhile, Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces.z 27Isaac asked them, “Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?a”

28They answered, “We saw clearly that the LORD was with you;b so we said, ‘There ought to be a sworn agreement between us’—between us and you. Let us make a treatyc with you 29that you will do us no harm,d just as we did not molest you but always treated you well and sent you away in peace. And now you are blessed by the LORD.”e

30Isaac then made a feastf for them, and they ate and drank. 31Early the next morning the men swore an oathg to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they left him in peace.

32That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the wellh they had dug. They said, “We’ve found water!” 33He called it Shibah,[129] and to this day the name of the town has been Beersheba.[130]i

34When Esau was forty years old,j he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite.k 35They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.l




Jacob Gets Isaac’s Blessing

Genesis 27

1When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see,a he called for Esau his older sonb and said to him, “My son.”

“Here I am,” he answered.

2Isaac said, “I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death.c 3Now then, get your weapons—your quiver and bow—and go out to the open countryd to hunt some wild game for me. 4Prepare me the kind of tasty food I likee and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessingf before I die.”g

5Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open countryh to hunt game and bring it back, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob,i “Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 7‘Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD before I die.’j 8Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you:k 9Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats,l so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it.m 10Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessingn before he dies.”

11Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man,o and I’m a man with smooth skin. 12What if my father touches me?p I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curseq on myself rather than a blessing.”

13His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on me.r Just do what I say;s go and get them for me.”

14So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it.t 15Then Rebekah took the best clothesu of Esau her older son,v which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins.w 17Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.

18He went to his father and said, “My father.”

“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?”x

19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn.y I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my gamez so that you may give me your blessing.”a

20Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?”

“The LORD your God gave me success,b” he replied.

21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you,c my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not.”

22Jacob went close to his father Isaac,d who touchede him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau;f so he blessed him. 24“Are you really my son Esau?” he asked.

“I am,” he replied.

25Then he said, “My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.”g

Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. 26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come here, my son, and kiss me.”

27So he went to him and kissedh himi. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes,j he blessed him and said,

“Ah, the smell of my son

is like the smell of a field

that the LORD has blessed.k

28May God give you of heaven’s dewl

and of earth’s richnessm—

an abundance of grainn and new wine.o

29May nations serve you

and peoples bow down to you.p

Be lord over your brothers,

and may the sons of your mother bow down to you.q

May those who curse you be cursed

and those who bless you be blessed.r”

30After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother Esau came in from hunting. 31He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he said to him, “My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.”s

32His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”t

“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.u”

33Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me?v I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!w”

34When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cryx and said to his father, “Blessy me—me too, my father!”

35But he said, “Your brother came deceitfullyz and took your blessing.”a

36Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob[131]?b He has deceivedc me these two times: He took my birthright,d and now he’s taken my blessing!”e Then he asked, “Haven’t you reserved any blessing for me?”

37Isaac answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine.f So what can I possibly do for you, my son?”

38Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud.g

39His father Isaac answered him,h

“Your dwelling will be

away from the earth’s richness,

away from the dewi of heaven above.j

40You will live by the sword

and you will servek your brother.l

But when you grow restless,

you will throw his yoke

from off your neck.m”

Jacob Flees to Laban

41Esau held a grudgen against Jacobo because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, “The days of mourningp for my father are near; then I will killq my brother Jacob.”r

42When Rebekah was told what her older son Esaus had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought of killing you.t 43Now then, my son, do what I say:u Flee at once to my brother Labanv in Haran.w 44Stay with him for a whilex until your brother’s fury subsides. 45When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did to him,y I’ll send word for you to come back from there.z Why should I lose both of you in one day?”

46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I’m disgusted with living because of these Hittitea women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this land,b from Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living.”c




Genesis 28

1So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed[132]a him and commanded him: “Do not marry a Canaanite woman.b 2Go at once to Paddan Aram,[133]c to the house of your mother’s father Bethuel.d Take a wife for yourself there, from among the daughters of Laban, your mother’s brother.e 3May God Almighty[134]f blessg you and make you fruitfulh and increase your numbersi until you become a community of peoples. 4May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to Abraham,j so that you may take possession of the landk where you now live as an alien,l the land God gave to Abraham.” 5Then Isaac sent Jacob on his way,m and he went to Paddan Aram,n to Laban son of Bethuel the Aramean,o the brother of Rebekah,p who was the mother of Jacob and Esau.

6Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had sent him to Paddan Aram to take a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he commanded him, “Do not marry a Canaanite woman,”q 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. 8Esau then realized how displeasing the Canaanite womenr were to his father Isaac;s 9so he went to Ishmaelt and married Mahalath, the sister of Nebaiothu and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, in addition to the wives he already had.v

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

10Jacob left Beershebaw and set out for Haran.x 11When he reached a certain place,y he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his headz and lay down to sleep. 12He had a dreama in which he saw a stairway[135] resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.b 13There above it[136] stood the LORD,c and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.d I will give you and your descendants the lande on which you are lying.f 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and youg will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south.h All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.i 15I am with youj and will watch over youk wherever you go,l and I will bring you back to this land.m I will not leave youn until I have done what I have promised you.o”p

16When Jacob awoke from his sleep,q he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!r This is none other than the house of God;s this is the gate of heaven.”

18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his headt and set it up as a pillaru and poured oil on top of it.v 19He called that place Bethel,[137]w though the city used to be called Luz.x

20Then Jacob made a vow,y saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over mez on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to weara 21so that I return safelyb to my father’s house,c then the LORD[138] will be my Godd 22and[139] this stone that I have set up as a pillare will be God’s house,f and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.g”




Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram

Genesis 29

1Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern peoples.a 2There he saw a well in the field, with three flocks of sheep lying near it because the flocks were watered from that well.b The stonec over the mouth of the well was large. 3When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stoned away from the well’s mouth and water the sheep.e Then they would return the stone to its place over the mouth of the well.

4Jacob asked the shepherds, “My brothers, where are you from?”f

“We’re from Haran,g” they replied.

5He said to them, “Do you know Laban, Nahor’s grandson?”h

“Yes, we know him,” they answered.

6Then Jacob asked them, “Is he well?”

“Yes, he is,” they said, “and here comes his daughter Racheli with the sheep.j”

7“Look,” he said, “the sun is still high; it is not time for the flocks to be gathered. Water the sheep and take them back to pasture.”

8“We can’t,” they replied, “until all the flocks are gathered and the stonek has been rolled away from the mouth of the well. Then we will waterl the sheep.”

9While he was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep,m for she was a shepherdess. 10When Jacob saw Racheln daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother, and Laban’s sheep, he went over and rolled the stoneo away from the mouth of the well and wateredp his uncle’s sheep.q 11Then Jacob kissedr Rachel and began to weep aloud.s 12He had told Rachel that he was a relativet of her father and a son of Rebekah.u So she ran and told her father.v

13As soon as Labanw heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he hurried to meet him. He embraced himx and kissed him and brought him to his home, and there Jacob told him all these things. 14Then Laban said to him, “You are my own flesh and blood.”y

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15Laban said to him, “Just because you are a relativez of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wagesa should be.”

16Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah,b and the name of the younger was Rachel.c 17Leah had weak[140] eyes, but Racheld was lovely in form, and beautiful.e 18Jacob was in love with Rachelf and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.”g
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19Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel,h but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.i

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with her.j”

22So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast.k 23But when evening came, he took his daughter Leahl and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. 24And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpahm to his daughter as her maidservant.n

25When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me?o I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?p”

26Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.q 27Finish this daughter’s bridal week;r then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.s”

28And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife.t 29Laban gave his servant girl Bilhahu to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant.v 30Jacob lay with Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah.w And he worked for Laban another seven years.x

Jacob’s Children

31When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved,y he opened her womb,z but Rachel was barren. 32Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son.a She named him Reuben,[141]b for she said, “It is because the LORD has seen my misery.c Surely my husband will love me now.”

33She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Because the LORD heard that I am not loved,d he gave me this one too.” So she named him Simeon.[142]e

34Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Now at last my husband will become attached to me,f because I have borne him three sons.” So he was named Levi.[143]g

35She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” So she named him Judah.[144]h Then she stopped having children.i












Genesis 30

1When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children,a she became jealous of her sister.b So she said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I’ll die!”

2Jacob became angry with her and said, “Am I in the place of God,c who has kept you from having children?”d

3Then she said, “Here is Bilhah,e my maidservant.f Sleep with her so that she can bear children for me and that through her I too can build a family.”g

4So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife.h Jacob slept with her,i 5and she became pregnant and bore him a son. 6Then Rachel said, “God has vindicated me;j he has listened to my plea and given me a son.”k Because of this she named him Dan.[145]l

7Rachel’s servant Bilhahm conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8Then Rachel said, “I have had a great struggle with my sister, and I have won.”n So she named him Naphtali.[146]o

9When Leahp saw that she had stopped having children,q she took her maidservant Zilpahr and gave her to Jacob as a wife.s 10Leah’s servant Zilpaht bore Jacob a son. 11Then Leah said, “What good fortune!”[147] So she named him Gad.[148]u

12Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13Then Leah said, “How happy I am! The women will call mev happy.”w So she named him Asher.[149]x

14During wheat harvest,y Reuben went out into the fields and found some mandrake plants,z which he brought to his mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”

15But she said to her, “Wasn’t it enougha that you took away my husband? Will you take my son’s mandrakes too?”

“Very well,” Rachel said, “he can sleep with you tonight in return for your son’s mandrakes.”b

16So when Jacob came in from the fields that evening, Leah went out to meet him. “You must sleep with me,” she said. “I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.”c So he slept with her that night.

17God listened to Leah,d and she became pregnant and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18Then Leah said, “God has rewarded me for giving my maidservant to my husband.”e So she named him Issachar.[150]f

19Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20Then Leah said, “God has presented me with a precious gift. This time my husband will treat me with honor,g because I have borne him six sons.” So she named him Zebulun.[151]h

21Some time later she gave birth to a daughter and named her Dinah.i

22Then God remembered Rachel;j he listened to herk and opened her womb.l 23She became pregnant and gave birth to a sonm and said, “God has taken away my disgrace.”n 24She named him Joseph,[152]o and said, “May the LORD add to me another son.”p

Jacob’s Flocks Increase

25After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my wayq so I can go back to my own homeland.r 26Give me my wives and children, for whom I have served you,s and I will be on my way. You know how much work I’ve done for you.”
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27But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes,t please stay. I have learned by divinationu that[153] the LORD has blessed me because of you.”v 28He added, “Name your wages,w and I will pay them.”

29Jacob said to him, “You know how I have worked for youx and how your livestock has fared under my care.y 30The little you had before I came has increased greatly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I have been.z But now, when may I do something for my own household?a”

31“What shall I give you?” he asked.

“Don’t give me anything,” Jacob replied. “But if you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching over them: 32Let me go through all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-colored lamb and every spotted or speckled goat.b They will be my wages.c 33And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you check on the wages you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is not dark-colored,d will be considered stolen.e”

34“Agreed,” said Laban. “Let it be as you have said.” 35That same day he removed all the male goats that were streaked or spotted, and all the speckled or spotted female goats (all that had white on them) and all the dark-colored lambs,f and he placed them in the care of his sons.g 36Then he put a three-day journeyh between himself and Jacob, while Jacob continued to tend the rest of Laban’s flocks.

37Jacob, however, took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almondi and plane treesj and made white stripes on them by peeling the bark and exposing the white inner wood of the branches.k 38Then he placed the peeled branchesl in all the watering troughs,m so that they would be directly in front of the flocks when they came to drink. When the flocks were in heatn and came to drink, 39they mated in front of the branches.o And they bore young that were streaked or speckled or spotted.p 40Jacob set apart the young of the flock by themselves, but made the rest face the streaked and dark-colored animalsq that belonged to Laban. Thus he made separate flocks for himself and did not put them with Laban’s animals. 41Whenever the stronger females were in heat,r Jacob would place the branches in the troughs in front of the animals so they would mate near the branches,s 42but if the animals were weak, he would not place them there. So the weak animals went to Laban and the strong ones to Jacob.t 43In this way the man grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and camels and donkeys.u




Jacob Flees From Laban

Genesis 31

1Jacob heard that Laban’s sonsa were saying, “Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained all this wealth from what belonged to our father.”b 2And Jacob noticed that Laban’s attitude toward him was not what it had been.c

3Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Go backd to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.”e

4So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where his flocks were. 5He said to them, “I see that your father’sf attitude toward me is not what it was before,g but the God of my father has been with me.h 6You know that I’ve worked for your father with all my strength,i 7yet your father has cheatedj me by changing my wagesk ten times.l However, God has not allowed him to harm me.m 8If he said, ‘The speckled ones will be your wages,’ then all the flocks gave birth to speckled young; and if he said, ‘The streaked ones will be your wages,’n then all the flocks bore streaked young. 9So God has taken away your father’s livestocko and has given them to me.p

10“In breeding season I once had a dreamq in which I looked up and saw that the male goats mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or spotted. 11The angel of Godr said to me in the dream,s ‘Jacob.’ I answered, ‘Here I am.’t 12And he said, ‘Look up and see that all the male goats mating with the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted,u for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you.v 13I am the God of Bethel,w where you anointed a pillarx and where you made a vowy to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.z’ ”

14Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we still have any sharea in the inheritance of our father’s estate? 15Does he not regard us as foreigners?b Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what was paid for us.c 16Surely all the wealth that God took away from our father belongs to us and our children.d So do whatever God has told you.”

17Then Jacob put his children and his wivese on camels,f 18and he drove all his livestock ahead of him, along with all the goods he had accumulatedg in Paddan Aram,[154]h to go to his father Isaaci in the land of Canaan.j

19When Laban had gone to shear his sheep,k Rachel stole her father’s household gods.l 20Moreover, Jacob deceivedm Laban the Arameann by not telling him he was running away.o 21So he fledp with all he had, and crossing the River,[155]q he headed for the hill country of Gilead.r

Laban Pursues Jacob

22On the third days Laban was told that Jacob had fled.t 23Taking his relativesu with himv, he pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill country of Gilead.w 24Then God came to Laban the Arameanx in a dream at night and said to him,y “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.”z

25Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of Gileada when Laban overtook him, and Laban and his relatives camped there too. 26Then Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done?b You’ve deceived me,c and you’ve carried off my daughters like captives in war.d 27Why did you run off secretly and deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me,e so I could send you away with joy and singing to the music of tambourinesf and harps?g 28You didn’t even let me kiss my grandchildren and my daughters good-by.h You have done a foolish thing. 29I have the power to harm you;i but last night the God of your fatherj said to me, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’k 30Now you have gone off because you longed to return to your father’s house.l But why did you stealm my gods?n”

31Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid, because I thought you would take your daughters away from me by force.o 32But if you find anyone who has your gods, he shall not live.p In the presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether there is anything of yours here with me; and if so, take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods.q

33So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tentr and into the tent of the two maidservants,s but he found nothing.t After he came out of Leah’s tent, he entered Rachel’s tent. 34Now Rachel had taken the household godsu and put them inside her camel’s saddlev and was sitting on them. Laban searchedw through everything in the tent but found nothing.

35Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be angry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your presence;x I’m having my period.y” So he searched but could not find the household gods.z

36Jacob was angry and took Laban to task. “What is my crime?” he asked Laban. “What sin have I committeda that you hunt me down?b 37Now that you have searched through all my goods, what have you found that belongs to your household?c Put it here in front of your relativesd and mine, and let them judge between the two of us.e

38“I have been with you for twenty years now.f Your sheep and goats have not miscarried,g nor have I eaten rams from your flocks. 39I did not bring you animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever was stolenh by day or night.i 40This was my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled from my eyes.j 41It was like this for the twenty yearsk I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen years for your two daughtersl and six years for your flocks,m and you changed my wagesn ten times.o 42If the God of my father,p the God of Abrahamq and the Fear of Isaac,r had not been with me,s you would surely have sent me away empty-handed. But God has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands,t and last night he rebuked you.u”

43Laban answered Jacob, “The women are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks.v All you see is mine. Yet what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about the children they have borne? 44Come now, let’s make a covenant,w you and I, and let it serve as a witness between us.”x

45So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar.y 46He said to his relatives, “Gather some stones.” So they took stones and piled them in a heap,z and they ate there by the heap. 47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,[156] and Jacob called it Galeed.[157]a

48Laban said, “This heapb is a witness between you and me today.”c That is why it was called Galeed. 49It was also called Mizpah,[158]d because he said, “May the LORD keep watch between you and me when we are away from each other. 50If you mistreate my daughters or if you take any wives besides my daughters, even though no one is with us, remember that God is a witnessf between you and me.”g

51Laban also said to Jacob, “Here is this heap,h and here is this pillari I have set up between you and me. 52This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness,j that I will not go past this heap to your side to harm you and that you will not go past this heapk and pillar to my side to harm me.l 53May the God of Abrahamm and the God of Nahor,n the God of their father, judge between us.”o

So Jacob took an oathp in the name of the Fear of his father Isaac.q 54He offered a sacrificer there in the hill country and invited his relatives to a meal.s After they had eaten, they spent the night there.

55Early the next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughterst and blessedu them. Then he left and returned home.v




Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

Genesis 32

1Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of Goda met him. 2When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is the camp of God!”b So he named that place Mahanaim.[159]c

3Jacob sent messengersd ahead of him to his brother Esaue in the land of Seir,f the country of Edom.g 4He instructed them: “This is what you are to say to my masterh Esau: ‘Your servanti Jacob says, I have been staying with Labanj and have remained there till now. 5I have cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, menservants and maidservants.k Now I am sending this message to my lord,l that I may find favor in your eyes.m’ ”

6When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”n

7In great fearo and distressp Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups,[160]q and the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8He thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group,[161] the group[162] that is left may escape.”

9Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham,r God of my father Isaac,s O LORD, who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’t 10I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulnessu you have shown your servant. I had only my staffv when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups.w 11Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraidx he will come and attack me,y and also the mothers with their children.z 12But you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sanda of the sea, which cannot be counted.b’ ”

13He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a giftc for his brother Esau: 14two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams,d 15thirty female camels with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys.e 16He put them in the care of his servants, each herd by itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep some space between the herds.”f

17He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘To whom do you belong, and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?’ 18then you are to say, ‘They belong to your servantg Jacob. They are a gifth sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.’ ”

19He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the herds: “You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. 20And be sure to say, ‘Your servanti Jacob is coming behind us.’ ” For he thought, “I will pacify him with these giftsj I am sending on ahead;k later, when I see him, perhaps he will receive me.”l 21So Jacob’s giftsm went on ahead of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles With God

22That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sonsn and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.o 23After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions.p 24So Jacob was left alone,q and a manr wrestled with him till daybreak. 25When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hips so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”t

27The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,”u he answered.

28Then the man said, “Your namev will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,[163]w because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”x

29Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”y

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?”z Then he blesseda him there.

30So Jacob called the place Peniel,[164] saying, “It is because I saw God face to face,b and yet my life was spared.”

31The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel,[165]c and he was limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip,d because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.




Jacob Meets Esau

Genesis 33

1Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men;a so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants.b 2He put the maidservants and their childrenc in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Josephd in the rear. 3He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the grounde seven timesf as he approached his brother.

4But Esaug ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.h And they wept.i 5Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. “Who are these with you?” he asked.

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.j”

6Then the maidservants and their childrenk approached and bowed down.l 7Next, Leah and her childrenm came and bowed down.n Last of all came Joseph and Rachel,o and they too bowed down.

8Esau asked, “What do you mean by all these droves I met?”p

“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,”q he said.

9But Esau said, “I already have plenty,r my brother. Keep what you have for yourself.”

10“No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes,s accept this giftt from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God,u now that you have received me favorably.v 11Please accept the presentw that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to mex and I have all I need.”y And because Jacob insisted,z Esau accepted it.

12Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany you.”

13But Jacob said to him, “My lorda knows that the children are tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that are nursing their young.b If they are driven hard just one day, all the animals will die. 14So let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the drovesc before me and that of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.d”

15Esau said, “Then let me leave some of my men with you.”

“But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let me find favor in the eyes of my lord.”e

16So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir.f 17Jacob, however, went to Succoth,g where he built a place for himself and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the place is called Succoth.[166]

18After Jacob came from Paddan Aram,[167]h he arrived safely at the[168] city of Shechemi in Canaan and camped within sight of the city. 19For a hundred pieces of silver,[169] he bought from the sons of Hamor,j the father of Shechem,k the plot of groundl where he pitched his tent.m 20There he set up an altarn and called it El Elohe Israel.[170]




Dinah and the Shechemites

Genesis 34

1Now Dinah,a the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. 2When Shechemb son of Hamorc the Hivite,d the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her.e 3His heart was drawn to Dinahf daughter of Jacob,g and he lovedh the girl and spoke tenderlyi to her. 4And Shechem said to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl as my wife.”j

5When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled,k his sons were in the fields with his livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came home.

6Then Shechem’s father Hamor went out to talk with Jacob.l 7Now Jacob’s sons had come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had happened. They were filled with griefm and fury,n because Shechem had done a disgraceful thing in[171] Israelo by lying with Jacob’s daughter—a thing that should not be done.p

8But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife.q 9Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for yourselves.r 10You can settle among us;s the land is open to you.t Live in it, trade[172] in it,u and acquire property in it.v”
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11Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father and brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes,w and I will give you whatever you ask. 12Make the price for the bridex and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the girl as my wife.”

13Because their sister Dinah had been defiled,y Jacob’s sons replied deceitfullyz as they spoke to Shechem and his father Hamor. 14They said to them, “We can’t do such a thing; we can’t give our sister to a man who is not circumcised.a That would be a disgrace to us. 15We will give our consent to you on one conditionb only: that you become like us by circumcising all your males.c 16Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters for ourselves.d We’ll settle among you and become one people with you.e 17But if you will not agree to be circumcised, we’ll take our sister[173] and go.”

18Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19The young man, who was the most honoredf of all his father’s household, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted with Jacob’s daughter.g 20So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their cityh to speak to their fellow townsmen. 21“These men are friendly toward us,” they said. “Let them live in our land and trade in it;i the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry their daughters and they can marry ours.j 22But the men will consent to live with us as one people only on the condition that our males be circumcised,k as they themselves are. 23Won’t their livestock, their property and all their other animals become ours?l So let us give our consent to them, and they will settle among us.m”

24All the men who went out of the city gaten agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised.

25Three days later, while all of them were still in pain,o two of Jacob’s sons, Simeonp and Levi,q Dinah’s brothers, took their swordsr and attacked the unsuspecting city,s killing every male.t 26They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the swordu and took Dinahv from Shechem’s house and left. 27The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the cityw where[174] their sister had been defiled.x 28They seized their flocks and herds and donkeysy and everything else of theirs in the city and out in the fields.z 29They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children,a taking as plunderb everything in the houses.c

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought troubled on me by making me a stenche to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land.f We are few in number,g and if they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed.”

31But they replied, “Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?h”




Jacob Returns to Bethel

Genesis 35

1Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethela and settle there, and build an altarb there to God,c who appeared to youd when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.”e

2So Jacob said to his householdf and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign godsg you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes.h 3Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God,i who answered me in the day of my distressj and who has been with me wherever I have gone.k” 4So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears,l and Jacob buried them under the oakm at Shechem.n 5Then they set out, and the terror of Godo fell upon the towns all around them so that no one pursued them.p

6Jacob and all the people with him came to Luzq (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan.r 7There he built an altar,s and he called the place El Bethel,[175]t because it was there that God revealed himself to himu when he was fleeing from his brother.v

8Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse,w died and was buried under the oakx below Bethel.y So it was named Allon Bacuth.[176]

9After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram,[177]z God appeared to him again and blessed him.a 10God said to him, “Your name is Jacob,[178] but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.[179]”b So he named him Israel.

11And God said to him, “I am God Almighty[180];c be fruitful and increase in number.d A natione and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body.f 12The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you.g”h 13Then God went up from himi at the place where he had talked with him.

14Jacob set up a stone pillarj at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offeringk on it; he also poured oil on it.l 15Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.[181]m
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Daughter,

I know exactly where you are and how you are doing. Please trust me with every detail of your life.

With all my love,

Your Father, God

Genesis 35:14–15
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The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

35:23–26pp — 1Ch 2:1–2

16Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath,n Rachelo began to give birth and had great difficulty. 17And as she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwifep said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for you have another son.”q 18As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni.[182]r But his father named him Benjamin.[183]s

19So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephratht (that is, Bethlehemu). 20Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this dayv that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb.w

21Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder.x 22While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept with his father’s concubiney Bilhah,z and Israel heard of it.

Jacob had twelve sons:

23The sons of Leah:a

Reuben the firstbornb of Jacob,

Simeon, Levi, Judah,c Issachar and Zebulun.d

24The sons of Rachel:

Josephe and Benjamin.f

25The sons of Rachel’s maidservant Bilhah:g

Dan and Naphtali.h

26The sons of Leah’s maidservant Zilpah:i

Gadj and Asher.k

These were the sons of Jacob,l who were born to him in Paddan Aram.m

27Jacob came home to his father Isaacn in Mamre,o near Kiriath Arbap (that is, Hebron),q where Abraham and Isaac had stayed.r 28Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years.s 29Then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people,t old and full of years.u And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.v




Esau’s Descendants
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Genesis 36

1This is the accounta of Esau (that is, Edom).b

2Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan:c Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite,d and Oholibamahe daughter of Anahf and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hiviteg— 3also Basemathh daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth.i

4Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel,j 5and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam and Korah.k These were the sons of Esau, who were born to him in Canaan.

6Esau took his wives and sons and daughters and all the members of his household, as well as his livestock and all his other animals and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan,l and moved to a land some distance from his brother Jacob.m 7Their possessions were too great for them to remain together; the land where they were staying could not support them both because of their livestock.n 8So Esauo (that is, Edom)p settled in the hill country of Seir.q

9This is the accountr of Esau the father of the Edomitess in the hill country of Seir.

10These are the names of Esau’s sons:

Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau’s wife Basemath.t

11The sons of Eliphaz:u

Teman,v Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz.w

12Esau’s son Eliphaz also had a concubinex named Timna, who bore him Amalek.y These were grandsons of Esau’s wife Adah.z

13The sons of Reuel:

Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were grandsons of Esau’s wife Basemath.a

14The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamahb daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon, whom she bore to Esau:

Jeush, Jalam and Korah.c

15These were the chiefsd among Esau’s descendants:

The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau:

Chiefs Teman,e Omar, Zepho, Kenaz,f 16Korah,[184] Gatam and Amalek. These were the chiefs descended from Eliphazg in Edom;h they were grandsons of Adah.i

17The sons of Esau’s son Reuel:j

Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were the chiefs descended from Reuel in Edom; they were grandsons of Esau’s wife Basemath.k

18The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah:l

Chiefs Jeush, Jalam and Korah.m These were the chiefs descended from Esau’s wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah.

19These were the sons of Esaun (that is, Edom),o and these were their chiefs.p

20These were the sons of Seir the Horite,q who were living in the region:

Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,r 21Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These sons of Seir in Edom were Horite chiefs.s

22The sons of Lotan:

Hori and Homam.[185] Timna was Lotan’s sister.

23The sons of Shobal:

Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and Onam.

24The sons of Zibeon:t

Aiah and Anah. This is the Anah who discovered the hot springs[186]u in the desert while he was grazing the donkeysv of his father Zibeon.

25The children of Anah:w

Dishon and Oholibamahx daughter of Anah.

26The sons of Dishon[187]:

Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran and Keran.

27The sons of Ezer:

Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan.

28The sons of Dishan:

Uz and Aran.

29These were the Horite chiefs:

Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,y 30Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These were the Horite chiefs,z according to their divisions, in the land of Seir.

The Rulers of Edom
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31These were the kings who reigned in Edom before any Israelite kinga reigned[188]:

32Bela son of Beor became king of Edom. His city was named Dinhabah.

33When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrahb succeeded him as king.

34When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanitesc succeeded him as king.

35When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad, who defeated Midiand in the country of Moab,e succeeded him as king. His city was named Avith.

36When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah succeeded him as king.

37When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehobothf on the river[189] succeeded him as king.

38When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of Acbor succeeded him as king.

39When Baal-Hanan son of Acbor died, Hadad[190] succeeded him as king. His city was named Pau, and his wife’s name was Mehetabel daughter of Matred, the daughter of Me-Zahab.

40These were the chiefsg descended from Esau, by name, according to their clans and regions:

Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel and Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their settlements in the land they occupied.

This was Esau the father of the Edomites.h




Joseph’s Dreams

Genesis 37

1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed,a the land of Canaan.b

2This is the accountc of Jacob.

Joseph,d a young man of seventeen,e was tending the flocksf with his brothers, the sons of Bilhahg and the sons of Zilpah,h his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad reporti about them.

3Now Israelj loved Joseph more than any of his other sons,k because he had been born to him in his old age;l and he made a richly ornamented[191] robem for him.n 4When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated himo and could not speak a kind word to him.

5Joseph had a dream,p and when he told it to his brothers,q they hated him all the more.r 6He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7We were binding sheavess of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”t

8His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?”u And they hated him all the morev because of his dream and what he had said.

9Then he had another dream,w and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven starsx were bowing down to me.”y

10When he told his father as well as his brothers,z his father rebukeda him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”b 11His brothers were jealous of him,c but his father kept the matter in mind.d

Joseph Sold by His Brothers

12Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem,e 13and Israelf said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem.g Come, I am going to send you to them.”

“Very well,” he replied.

14So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothersh and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron.i

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?”

16He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their flocks?”

17“They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.j’ ”

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.k

19“Here comes that dreamer!l” they said to each other. 20“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisternsm and say that a ferocious animaln devoured him.o Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”p

21When Reubenq heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said.r 22“Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cisterns here in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.t

23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the richly ornamented robeu he was wearing— 24and they took him and threw him into the cistern.v Now the cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

25As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelitesw coming from Gilead.x Their camels were loaded with spices, balmy and myrrh,z and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.a

26Judahb said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood?c 27Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother,d our own flesh and blood.e” His brothers agreed.

28So when the Midianitef merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cisterng and soldh him for twenty shekels[192] of silveri to the Ishmaelites,j who took him to Egypt.k

29When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes.l 30He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?”m

31Then they got Joseph’s robe,n slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood.o 32They took the ornamented robep back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.”

33He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animalq has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”r

34Then Jacob tore his clothes,s put on sackclotht and mourned for his son many days.u 35All his sons and daughters came to comfort him,v but he refused to be comforted.w “No,” he said, “in mourning will I go down to the grave[193]x to my son.y” So his father wept for him.

36Meanwhile, the Midianites[194]z sold Josepha in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.b




Judah and Tamar

Genesis 38

1At that time, Judaha left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullamb named Hirah.c 2There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua.d He married her and lay with her; 3she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Er.e 4She conceived again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan.f 5She gave birth to still another son and named him Shelah.g It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him.

6Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar.h 7But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the LORD’s sight;i so the LORD put him to death.j

8Then Judah said to Onan, “Lie with your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty to her as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother.”k 9But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. 10What he did was wicked in the LORD’s sight; so he put him to death also.l


Women of the Bible: Tamar



11Judah then said to his daughter-in-lawm Tamar,n “Live as a widow in your father’s houseo until my son Shelahp grows up.”q For he thought, “He may die too, just like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s house.

12After a long time Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua,r died. When Judah had recovered from his grief, he went up to Timnah,s to the men who were shearing his sheep,t and his friend Hirah the Adullamiteu went with him.

13When Tamarv was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,”w 14she took off her widow’s clothes,x covered herself with a veily to disguise herself, and then sat downz at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah.a For she saw that, though Shelahb had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his wife.

15When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute,c for she had covered her face. 16Not realizingd that she was his daughter-in-law,e he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.”f

“And what will you give me to sleep with you?”g she asked.

17“I’ll send you a young goath from my flock,” he said.

“Will you give me something as a pledgei until you send it?” she asked.

18He said, “What pledge should I give you?”

“Your sealj and its cord, and the staffk in your hand,” she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him.l 19After she left, she took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothesm again.

20Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamiten in order to get his pledgeo back from the woman, but he did not find her. 21He asked the men who lived there, “Where is the shrine prostitutep who was beside the road at Enaim?”

“There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here,” they said.

22So he went back to Judah and said, “I didn’t find her. Besides, the men who lived there said, ‘There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here.’ ”

23Then Judah said, “Let her keep what she has,q or we will become a laughingstock.r After all, I did send her this young goat, but you didn’t find her.”

24About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant.”

Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!”s

25As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. “I am pregnant by the man who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.”t

26Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I,u since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.v” And he did not sleep with her again.

27When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb.w 28As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the midwifex took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wristy and said, “This one came out first.” 29But when he drew back his hand, his brother came out,z and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was named Perez.[195]a 30Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his wrist,b came out and he was given the name Zerah.[196]c




Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

Genesis 39

1Now Josepha had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard,b bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.c

2The LORD was with Josephd and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3When his master saw that the LORD was with hime and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did,f 4Joseph found favor in his eyesg and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household,h and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.i 5From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the householdj of the Egyptian because of Joseph.k The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.l 6So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had;m with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome,n 7and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”o

8But he refused.p “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.q 9No one is greater in this house than I am.r My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”s 10And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refusedt to go to bed with her or even be with her.

11One day he went into the house to attend to his duties,u and none of the household servantsv was inside. 12She caught him by his cloakw and said, “Come to bed with me!”x But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.y

13When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 14she called her household servants.z “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrewa has been brought to us to make sport of us!b He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed.c 15When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”d

16She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17Then she told him this story:e “That Hebrewf slaveg you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

19When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger.h 20Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison,i the place where the king’s prisoners were confined.

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21the LORD was with him;j he showed him kindnessk and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.l 22So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.m 23The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’sn care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.o




The Cupbearer and the Baker

Genesis 40

1Some time later, the cupbearera and the bakerb of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 2Pharaoh was angryc with his two officials,d the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard,e in the same prison where Joseph was confined. 4The captain of the guardf assigned them to Joseph,g and he attended them.

After they had been in custodyh for some time, 5each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dreami the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own.j

6When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in custodyk with him in his master’s house, “Why are your faces so sad today?”l

8“We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to interpret them.”m

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God?n Tell me your dreams.”

9So the chief cupbearero told Joseph his dream. He said to him, “In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, 10and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed,p and its clusters ripened into grapes. 11Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.”

12“This is what it means,q” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days.r 13Within three dayss Pharaoh will lift up your headt and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer.u 14But when all goes well with you, remember mev and show me kindness;w mention me to Pharaohx and get me out of this prison. 15For I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews,y and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.”z

16When the chief bakera saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation,b he said to Joseph, “I too had a dream: On my head were three basketsc of bread.[197] 17In the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.”

18“This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets are three days.d 19Within three dayse Pharaoh will lift off your headf and hang you on a tree.[198]g And the birds will eat away your flesh.”h

20Now the third dayi was Pharaoh’s birthday,j and he gave a feast for all his officials.k He lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief bakerl in the presence of his officials: 21He restored the chief cupbearerm to his position,n so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand,o 22but he hanged[199] the chief baker,p just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation.q

23The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.r
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God,

I get very upset when I’ve been wronged. Please help me to find and utilize the pause button. No matter what someone else does to me or says about me, don’t let it interfere with my relationship with you. I want you to be pleased with me, Lord. Let me feel your presence in and around me so that the negative feelings I experience may be swallowed up in your love. Thank you.

Amen.

Genesis 40:20–23
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Pharaoh’s Dreams

Genesis 41

1When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream:a He was standing by the Nile,b 2when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat,c and they grazed among the reeds.d 3After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. 4And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.e

5He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain,f healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. 6After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched by the east wind.g 7The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up;h it had been a dream.

8In the morning his mind was troubled,i so he sent for all the magiciansj and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.k

9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my shortcomings.l 10Pharaoh was once angry with his servants,m and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard.n 11Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own.o 12Now a young Hebrewp was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard.q We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream.r 13And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was hanged.[200]s”

14So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon.t When he had shavedu and changed his clothes,v he came before Pharaoh.

15Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it.w But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”x

16“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”y

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile,z 18when out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds.a 19After them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. 20The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 21But even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up.

22“In my dreams I also saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. 23After them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. 24The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none could explain it to me.b”

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same.c God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do.d 26The seven good cowse are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. 27The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of famine.f

28“It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.g 29Seven years of great abundanceh are coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30but seven years of faminei will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.j 31The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. 32The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decidedk by God, and God will do it soon.l

33“And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise manm and put him in charge of the land of Egypt.n 34Let Pharaoh appoint commissionerso over the land to take a fifthp of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance.q 35They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food.r 36This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt,s so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”

37The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials.t 38So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God[201]?”u

39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you,v there is no one so discerning and wise as you.w 40You shall be in charge of my palace,x and all my people are to submit to your orders.y Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.z”

Joseph in Charge of Egypt

41So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.”a 42Then Pharaoh took his signet ringb from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robesc of fine linend and put a gold chain around his neck.e 43He had him ride in a chariotf as his second-in-command,[202]g and men shouted before him, “Make way[203]!”h Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.i

44Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.”j 45Pharaoh gave Josephk the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priestl of On,[204]m to be his wife.n And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.

46Joseph was thirty years oldo when he entered the servicep of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. 47During the seven years of abundanceq the land produced plentifully. 48Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities.r In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. 49Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea;s it was so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.

50Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.t 51Joseph named his firstbornu Manasseh[205]v and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 52The second son he named Ephraim[206]w and said, “It is because God has made me fruitfulx in the land of my suffering.”

53The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 54and the seven years of faminey began,z just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt there was food. 55When all Egypt began to feel the famine,a the people cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”b

56When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians,c for the famined was severe throughout Egypt.e 57And all the countries came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph,f because the famine was severe in all the world.g




Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

Genesis 42

1When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt,a he said to his sons, “Why do you just keep looking at each other?” 2He continued, “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us,b so that we may live and not die.”c

3Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy graind from Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send Benjamin,e Joseph’s brother, with the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to him.f 5So Israel’s sons were among those who went to buy grain,g for the famine was in the land of Canaanh also.i

6Now Joseph was the governor of the land,j the one who sold grain to all its people.k So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground.l 7As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them.m “Where do you come from?”n he asked.

“From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.”

8Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him.o 9Then he remembered his dreamsp about them and said to them, “You are spies!q You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”r

10“No, my lord,s” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food.t 11We are all the sons of one man. Your servantsu are honest men,v not spies.w”

12“No!” he said to them. “You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”x

13But they replied, “Your servantsy were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land of Canaan.z The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more.”a

14Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you: You are spies!b 15And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives,c you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here.d 16Send one of your number to get your brother;e the rest of you will be kept in prison,f so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth.g If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!h” 17And he put them all in custodyi for three days.

18On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:j 19If you are honest men,k let one of your brothers stay here in prison,l while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving households.m 20But you must bring your youngest brother to me,n so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” This they proceeded to do.

21They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother.o We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distressp has come upon us.”

22Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy?q But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accountingr for his blood.”s 23They did not realizet that Joseph could understand them,u since he was using an interpreter.

24He turned away from them and began to weep,v but then turned back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes.w

25Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain,x to put each man’s silver back in his sack,y and to give them provisionsz for their journey.a After this was done for them, 26they loaded their grain on their donkeysb and left.

27At the place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey,c and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack.d 28“My silver has been returned,” he said to his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.”

Their hearts sanke and they turned to each other tremblingf and said, “What is this that God has done to us?”g

29When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan,h they told him all that had happened to them.i They said, 30“The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly to usj and treated us as though we were spying on the land.k 31But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies.l 32We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in Canaan.’m

33“Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know whether you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take food for your starving households and go.n 34But bring your youngest brother to me so I will know that you are not spies but honest men.o Then I will give your brother back to you,p and you can trade[207] in the land.q’ ”

35As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver!r When they and their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened.s 36Their father Jacob said to them, “You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and Simeon is no more,t and now you want to take Benjamin.u Everything is against me!v”

37Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care,w and I will bring him back.”x

38But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with you; his brother is deady and he is the only one left. If harm comes to himz on the journey you are taking, you will bring my gray head down to the grave[208]a in sorrow.b”












The Second Journey to Egypt

Genesis 43

1Now the famine was still severe in the land.a 2So when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from Egypt,b their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a little more food.”c

3But Judahd said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’e 4If you will send our brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for you.f 5But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.g’ ”

6Israelh asked, “Why did you bring this troublei on me by telling the man you had another brother?”

7They replied, “The man questioned us closely about ourselves and our family. ‘Is your father still living?’j he asked us. ‘Do you have another brother?’k We simply answered his questions. How were we to know he would say, ‘Bring your brother down here’?”l

8Then Judahm said to Israeln his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we and you and our children may live and not die.o 9I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him.p If I do not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blameq before you all my life.r 10As it is, if we had not delayed,s we could have gone and returned twice.”

11Then their father Israelt said to them, “If it must be, then do this: Put some of the best productsu of the land in your bags and take them down to the man as a giftv—a little balmw and a little honey, some spicesx and myrrh,y some pistachio nuts and almonds. 12Take double the amountz of silver with you, for you must return the silver that was put back into the mouths of your sacks.a Perhaps it was a mistake. 13Take your brother also and go back to the man at once.b 14And may God Almighty[209]c grant you mercyd before the man so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin come back with you.e As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”f

15So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver,g and Benjamin also. They hurriedh down to Egypt and presented themselvesi to Joseph. 16When Joseph saw Benjaminj with them, he said to the steward of his house,k “Take these men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare dinner;l they are to eat with me at noon.”

17The man did as Joseph told him and took the men to Joseph’s house.m 18Now the men were frightenedn when they were taken to his house.o They thought, “We were brought here because of the silver that was put back into our sacksp the first time. He wants to attack usq and overpower us and seize us as slavesr and take our donkeys.s”

19So they went up to Joseph’s stewardt and spoke to him at the entrance to the house. 20“Please, sir,” they said, “we came down here the first time to buy food.u 21But at the place where we stopped for the night we opened our sacks and each of us found his silver—the exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. So we have brought it back with us.v 22We have also brought additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t know who put our silver in our sacks.”

23“It’s all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid. Your God, the God of your father,w has given you treasure in your sacks;x I received your silver.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.y

24The steward took the men into Joseph’s house,z gave them water to wash their feeta and provided fodder for their donkeys. 25They prepared their giftsb for Joseph’s arrival at noon,c because they had heard that they were to eat there.

26When Joseph came home,d they presented to him the giftse they had brought into the house, and they bowed down before him to the ground.f 27He asked them how they were, and then he said, “How is your aged fatherg you told me about? Is he still living?”h

28They replied, “Your servant our fatheri is still alive and well.” And they bowed lowj to pay him honor.k

29As he looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son,l he asked, “Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about?”m And he said, “God be gracious to you,n my son.” 30Deeply movedo at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his private room and weptp there.

31After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself,q said, “Serve the food.”r

32They served him by himself, the brothers by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews,s for that is detestable to Egyptians.t 33The men had been seated before him in the order of their ages, from the firstbornu to the youngest;v and they looked at each other in astonishment. 34When portions were served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as anyone else’s.w So they feastedx and drank freely with him.




A Silver Cup in a Sack

Genesis 44

1Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house:a “Fill the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack.b 2Then put my cup,c the silver one,d in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said.

3As morning dawned, the men were sent on their way with their donkeys.e 4They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to his steward,f “Go after those men at once, and when you catch up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil?g 5Isn’t this the cuph my master drinks from and also uses for divination?i This is a wicked thing you have done.’ ”

6When he caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. 7But they said to him, “Why does my lord say such things? Far be it from your servantsj to do anything like that!k 8We even brought back to you from the land of Canaanl the silverm we found inside the mouths of our sacks.n So why would we stealo silver or gold from your master’s house? 9If any of your servantsp is found to have it, he will die;q and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.r”

10“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say. Whoever is found to have its will become my slave;t the rest of you will be free from blame.”u

11Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 12Then the stewardv proceeded to search,w beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest.x And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.y 13At this, they tore their clothes.z Then they all loaded their donkeysa and returned to the city.

14Joseph was still in the houseb when Judahc and his brothers came in, and they threw themselves to the ground before him.d 15Joseph said to them, “What is this you have done?e Don’t you know that a man like me can find things out by divination?f”

16“What can we say to my lord?g” Judahh replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence?i God has uncovered your servants’j guilt. We are now my lord’s slavesk—we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.l”

17But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such a thing!m Only the man who was found to have the cup will become my slave.n The rest of you, go back to your father in peace.”o

18Then Judahp went up to him and said: “Please, my lord,q let your servant speak a word to my lord. Do not be angryr with your servant, though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. 19My lord asked his servants,s ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’t 20And we answered, ‘We have an aged father, and there is a young son born to him in his old age.u His brother is dead,v and he is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’w

21“Then you said to your servants,x ‘Bring him down to me so I can see him for myself.’y 22And we said to my lord,z ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he leaves him, his father will die.’a 23But you told your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you will not see my face again.’b 24When we went back to your servant my father,c we told him what my lordd had said.e

25“Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy a little more food.’f 26But we said, ‘We cannot go down. Only if our youngest brother is with us will we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’g

27“Your servant my fatherh said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons.i 28One of them went away from me, and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.”j And I have not seen him since.k 29If you take this one from me too and harm comes to him, you will bring my gray head down to the grave[210]l in misery.’m

30“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my fathern and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life,o 31sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die.p Your servantsq will bring the gray head of our father down to the graver in sorrow. 32Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’s

33“Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slavet in place of the boy,u and let the boy return with his brothers. 34How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the miseryv that would come upon my father.”w




Joseph Makes Himself Known

Genesis 45

1Then Joseph could no longer control himselfa before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!”b So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2And he weptc so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.d

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”e But his brothers were not able to answer him,f because they were terrified at his presence.g

4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.”h When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!i 5And now, do not be distressedj and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here,k because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.l 6For two years now there has been faminem in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnantn on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.[211]o

8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.p He made me fatherq to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.r 9Now hurrys back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay.t 10You shall live in the region of Goshenu and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have.v 11I will provide for you there,w because five years of faminex are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’y

12“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin,z that it is really I who am speaking to you.a 13Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egyptb and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.c”

14Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamind embraced him,e weeping. 15And he kissedf all his brothers and wept over them.g Afterward his brothers talked with him.h

16When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come,i Pharaoh and all his officialsj were pleased.k 17Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animalsl and return to the land of Canaan,m 18and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egyptn and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’o

19“You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some cartsp from Egypt for your children and your wives, and get your father and come. 20Never mind about your belongings,q because the best of all Egyptr will be yours.’ ”

21So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts,s as Pharaoh had commanded, and he also gave them provisions for their journey.t 22To each of them he gave new clothing,u but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels[212] of silver and five sets of clothes.v 23And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeysw loaded with the best thingsx of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey.y 24Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!”z

25So they went up out of Egypta and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.b 26They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.”c Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them.d 27But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the cartse Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28And Israel said, “I’m convinced!f My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”g




Jacob Goes to Egypt

Genesis 46

1So Israela set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba,b he offered sacrificesc to the God of his father Isaac.d

2And God spoke to Israele in a vision at nightf and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“Here I am,”g he replied.

3“I am God, the God of your father,”h he said. “Do not be afraidi to go down to Egypt,j for I will make you into a great nationk there.l 4I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again.m And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.n”

5Then Jacob left Beersheba,o and Israel’sp sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the cartsq that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. 6They also took with them their livestock and the possessionsr they had acquireds in Canaan, and Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt.t 7He took with him to Egyptu his sons and grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring.v

8These are the names of the sons of Israelw (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt:

Reuben the firstbornx of Jacob.

9The sons of Reuben:y

Hanoch, Pallu,z Hezron and Carmi.a

10The sons of Simeon:b

Jemuel,c Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohard and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman.

11The sons of Levi:e

Gershon,f Kohathg and Merari.h

12The sons of Judah:i

Er,j Onan,k Shelah, Perezl and Zerahm (but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan).n

The sons of Perez:o

Hezron and Hamul.p

13The sons of Issachar:q

Tola, Puah,[213]r Jashub[214]s and Shimron.

14The sons of Zebulun:t

Sered, Elon and Jahleel.

15These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram,[215]u besides his daughter Dinah.v These sons and daughters of his were thirty-three in all.

16The sons of Gad:w

Zephon,[216]x Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli.

17The sons of Asher:y

Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah.

Their sister was Serah.

The sons of Beriah:

Heber and Malkiel.

18These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah,z whom Laban had given to his daughter Leaha—sixteen in all.

19The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel:b

Joseph and Benjamin.c 20In Egypt, Manassehd and Ephraime were born to Josephf by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.[217]g

21The sons of Benjamin:h

Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard.i

22These were the sons of Rachelj who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all.

23The son of Dan:k

Hushim.l

24The sons of Naphtali:m

Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem.

25These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah,n whom Laban had given to his daughter Rachelo—seven in all.

26All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants, not counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons.p 27With the two sons[218] who had been born to Joseph in Egypt,q the members of Jacob’s family, which went to Egypt, were seventy[219] in all.r

28Now Jacob sent Judahs ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen.t When they arrived in the region of Goshen, 29Joseph had his chariotu made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel.v As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father[220] and weptw for a long time.x

30Israely said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.”z

31Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were living in the land of Canaan,a have come to me.b 32The men are shepherds;c they tend livestock,d and they have brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.’e 33When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’f 34you should answer, ‘Your servantsg have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.’h Then you will be allowed to settlei in the region of Goshen,j for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.k”




Genesis 47

1Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and everything they own, have come from the land of Canaana and are now in Goshen.”b 2He chose five of his brothers and presented themc before Pharaoh.

3Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is your occupation?”d

“Your servantse are shepherds,f” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” 4They also said to him, “We have come to live here awhile,g because the famine is severe in Canaanh and your servants’ flocks have no pasture.i So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen.”j

5Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, 6and the land of Egypt is before you; settlek your father and your brothers in the best part of the land.l Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability,m put them in charge of my own livestock.n”

7Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented himo before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed[221] Pharaoh,p 8Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?”

9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty.q My years have been few and difficult,r and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.s” 10Then Jacob blessed[222] Pharaoht and went out from his presence.

11So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land,u the district of Rameses,v as Pharaoh directed. 12Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.w

Joseph and the Famine

13There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe; both Egypt and Canaan wasted away because of the famine.x 14Joseph collected all the money that was to be found in Egypt and Canaan in payment for the grain they were buying,y and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace.z 15When the money of the people of Egypt and Canaan was gone,a all Egypt came to Josephb and said, “Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes?c Our money is used up.”

16“Then bring your livestock,d” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in exchange for your livestock, since your money is gone.e” 17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange for their horses,f their sheep and goats, their cattle and donkeys.g And he brought them through that year with food in exchange for all their livestock.

18When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, “We cannot hide from our lord the fact that since our money is goneh and our livestock belongs to you,i there is nothing left for our lord except our bodies and our land. 19Why should we perish before your eyesj—we and our land as well? Buy us and our land in exchange for food,k and we with our land will be in bondage to Pharaoh.l Give us seed so that we may live and not die,m and that the land may not become desolate.”

20So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all, sold their fields, because the famine was too severen for them. The land became Pharaoh’s, 21and Joseph reduced the people to servitude,[223]o from one end of Egypt to the other. 22However, he did not buy the land of the priests,p because they received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the allotmentq Pharaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land.

23Joseph said to the people, “Now that I have bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here is seedr for you so you can plant the ground.s 24But when the crop comes in, give a fiftht of it to Pharaoh. The other four-fifths you may keep as seed for the fields and as food for yourselves and your households and your children.”

25“You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we find favor in the eyes of our lord;u we will be in bondage to Pharaoh.”v

26So Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifthw of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s.x

27Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen.y They acquired property therez and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.a

28Jacob lived in Egyptb seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven.c 29When the time drew near for Israeld to die,e he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes,f put your hand under my thighg and promise that you will show me kindnessh and faithfulness.i Do not bury me in Egypt, 30but when I rest with my fathers,j carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.”k

“I will do as you say,” he said.

31“Swear to me,”l he said. Then Joseph swore to him,m and Israeln worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.[224]o




Manasseh and Ephraim

Genesis 48

1Some time later Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraima along with him. 2When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israelb rallied his strength and sat up on the bed.

3Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty[225]c appeared to me at Luzd in the land of Canaan, and there he blessed mee 4and said to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers.f I will make you a community of peoples, and I will give this landg as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.’h

5“Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypti before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine,j just as Reubenk and Simeonl are mine. 6Any children born to you after them will be yours; in the territory they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their brothers. 7As I was returning from Paddan,[226]m to my sorrown Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we were still on the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem).o

8When Israelp saw the sons of Joseph,q he asked, “Who are these?”

9“They are the sons God has given me here,”r Joseph said to his father.

Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may blesss them.”

10Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see.t So Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed themu and embraced them.v

11Israelw said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again,x and now God has allowed me to see your children too.”y

12Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s kneesz and bowed down with his face to the ground.a 13And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel’s right hand,b and brought them close to him. 14But Israelc reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head,d though he was the younger,e and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn.f

15Then he blessedg Joseph and said,

“May the God before whom my fathers

Abraham and Isaac walked,h

the God who has been my shepherdi

all my life to this day,

16the Angelj who has delivered me from all harmk

—may he blessl these boys.m

May they be called by my name

and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,n

and may they increase greatly

upon the earth.”o

17When Joseph saw his father placing his right handp on Ephraim’s headq he was displeased; so he took hold of his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18Joseph said to him, “No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.”r

19But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will become a people, and he too will become great.s Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he,t and his descendants will become a group of nations.u” 20He blessedv them that dayw and said,

“In your[227] name will Israelx pronounce this blessing:y

‘May God make you like Ephraimz and Manasseh.a’ ”

So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh.

21Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you[228]b and take you[229] back to the land of your[230] fathers.c 22And to you, as one who is over your brothers,d I give the ridge of land[231]e I took from the Amorites with my swordf and my bow.”




Jacob Blesses His Sons

49:1–28Ref — Dt 33:1–29

Genesis 49

1Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come.a

2“Assembleb and listen, sons of Jacob;

listen to your father Israel.c

3“Reuben, you are my firstborn,d

my might, the first sign of my strength,e

excelling in honor,f excelling in power.

4Turbulent as the waters,g you will no longer excel,

for you went up onto your father’s bed,

onto my couch and defiled it.h

5“Simeoni and Levij are brothers—

their swords[232] are weapons of violence.k

6Let me not enter their council,

let me not join their assembly,l

for they have killed men in their angerm

and hamstrungn oxen as they pleased.

7Cursed be their anger, so fierce,

and their fury,o so cruel!p

I will scatter them in Jacob

and disperse them in Israel.q

8“Judah,[233]r your brothers will praise you;

your hand will be on the necks of your enemies;

your father’s sons will bow down to you.t

9You are a lion’su cub,v O Judah;w

you return from the prey,x my son.

Like a lion he crouches and lies down,

like a lioness—who dares to rouse him?

10The scepter will not depart from Judah,y

nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,

until he comes to whom it belongs[234]z

and the obedience of the nations is his.a

11He will tether his donkeyb to a vine,

his colt to the choicest branch;c

he will wash his garments in wine,

his robes in the blood of grapes.d

12His eyes will be darker than wine,

his teeth whiter than milk.[235]e

13“Zebulunf will live by the seashore

and become a haven for ships;

his border will extend toward Sidon.g

14“Issacharh is a rawboned[236] donkey

lying down between two saddlebags.[237]i

15When he sees how good is his resting place

and how pleasant is his land,j

he will bend his shoulder to the burdenk

and submit to forced labor.l

16“Dan[238]m will provide justice for his people

as one of the tribes of Israel.n

17Dano will be a serpent by the roadside,

a viper along the path,p

that bites the horse’s heelsq

so that its rider tumbles backward.

18“I look for your deliverance,r O LORD.s

19“Gad[239]t will be attacked by a band of raiders,

but he will attack them at their heels.u

20“Asher’sv food will be rich;w

he will provide delicacies fit for a king.x

21“Naphtaliy is a doe set free

that bears beautiful fawns.[240]z

22“Josepha is a fruitful vine,b

a fruitful vine near a spring,

whose branchesc climb over a wall.[241]

23With bitterness archers attacked him;d

they shot at him with hostility.e

24But his bow remained steady,f

his strong armsg stayed[242] limber,

because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob,h

because of the Shepherd,i the Rock of Israel,j

25because of your father’s God,k who helpsl you,

because of the Almighty,[243]m who blesses you

with blessings of the heavens above,

blessings of the deep that lies below,n

blessings of the breasto and womb.p

26Your father’s blessings are greater

than the blessings of the ancient mountains,

than[244] the bounty of the age-old hills.q

Let all these rest on the head of Joseph,r

on the brow of the prince among[245] his brothers.s

27“Benjamint is a ravenous wolf;u

in the morning he devours the prey,v

in the evening he divides the plunder.”w

28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel,x and this is what their father said to them when he blessed them, giving each the blessingy appropriate to him.

The Death of Jacob

29Then he gave them these instructions:z “I am about to be gathered to my people.a Bury me with my fathersb in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite,c 30the cave in the field of Machpelah,d near Mamree in Canaan, which Abraham bought as a burial placef from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field.g 31There Abrahamh and his wife Sarahi were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekahj were buried, and there I buried Leah.k 32The field and the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.[246]l”

33When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people.m




Genesis 50

1Joseph threw himself upon his father and wept over him and kissed him.a 2Then Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the physicians embalmed him,b 3taking a full forty days, for that was the time required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.c

4When the days of mourningd had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s court,e “If I have found favor in your eyes,f speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 5‘My father made me swear an oathg and said, “I am about to die;h bury me in the tomb I dug for myselfi in the land of Canaan.”j Now let me go up and bury my father;k then I will return.’ ”

6Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do.”

7So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh’s officialsl accompanied him—the dignitaries of his courtm and all the dignitaries of Egypt— 8besides all the members of Joseph’s household and his brothers and those belonging to his father’s household.n Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen.o 9Chariotsp and horsemen[247] also went up with him. It was a very large company.

10When they reached the threshing floorq of Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented loudly and bitterly;r and there Joseph observed a seven-day periods of mourningt for his father.u 11When the Canaanitesv who lived there saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “The Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning.”w That is why that place near the Jordan is called Abel Mizraim.[248]

12So Jacob’s sons did as he had commanded them:x 13They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave in the field of Machpelah,y near Mamre,z which Abraham had bought as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite,a along with the field.b 14After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and all the others who had gone with him to bury his father.c

Joseph Reassures His Brothers

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudged against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”e 16So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructionsf before he died: 17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sinsg and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’h Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.i” When their message came to him, Joseph wept.j

18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him.k “We are your slaves,”l they said.

19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?m 20You intended to harm me,n but God intendedo it for goodp to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.q 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.r” And he reassured them and spoke kindlys to them.



[image: ]

My child,

I can take the evil done to you and use it for your good—just think about how I worked out the details of Joseph’s story. I am always at work to build up my children.

Your Loving “Abba”

Genesis 50:15–21

[image: ]





The Death of Joseph

22Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten yearst 23and saw the third generationu of Ephraim’sv children.w Also the children of Makirx son of Manassehy were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees.[249]z

24Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die.a But God will surely come to your aidb and take you up out of this land to the landc he promised on oath to Abraham,d Isaace and Jacob.”f 25And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oathg and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bonesh up from this place.”i

26So Joseph diedj at the age of a hundred and ten.k And after they embalmed him,l he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.
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Genesis 1

[BACK TO 1] 2 Or possibly became

[BACK TO 2] 26 Hebrew; Syriac all the wild animals

Genesis 2

[BACK TO 3] 2 Or ceased; also in verse 3

[BACK TO 4] 5 Or land; also in verse 6

[BACK TO 5] 5 Or land; also in verse 6

[BACK TO 6] 6 Or mist

[BACK TO 7] 7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah); it is also the name Adam (see Gen. 2:20).

[BACK TO 8] 12 Or good; pearls

[BACK TO 9] 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 10] 20 Or the man

[BACK TO 11] 21 Or took part of the man’s side

[BACK TO 12] 22 Or part

[BACK TO 13] 23 The Hebrew for woman sounds like the Hebrew for man.

Genesis 3

[BACK TO 14] 15 Or seed

[BACK TO 15] 15 Or strike

[BACK TO 16] 20 Or The man

[BACK TO 17] 20 Eve probably means living.

[BACK TO 18] 24 Or placed in front

Genesis 4

[BACK TO 19] 1 Or The man

[BACK TO 20] 1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or acquired.

[BACK TO 21] 1 Or have acquired

[BACK TO 22] 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to the field.”

[BACK TO 23] 15 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well

[BACK TO 24] 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).

[BACK TO 25] 22 Or who instructed all who work in

[BACK TO 26] 23 Or I will kill

[BACK TO 27] 25 Seth probably means granted.

[BACK TO 28] 26 Or to proclaim

Genesis 5

[BACK TO 29] 2 Hebrew adam

[BACK TO 30] 6 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 7–26.

[BACK TO 31] 29 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.

Genesis 6

[BACK TO 32] 3 Or My spirit will not remain in

[BACK TO 33] 3 Or corrupt

[BACK TO 34] 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

[BACK TO 35] 15 Hebrew 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high (about 140 meters long, 23 meters wide and 13.5 meters high)

[BACK TO 36] 16 Or Make an opening for light by finishing

[BACK TO 37] 16 Hebrew a cubit (about 0.5 meter)

Genesis 7

[BACK TO 38] 2 Or seven pairs; also in verse 3

[BACK TO 39] 20 Hebrew fifteen cubits (about 6.9 meters)

[BACK TO 40] 20 Or rose more than twenty feet, and the mountains were covered

Genesis 8

[BACK TO 41] 21 Or man, for

Genesis 9

[BACK TO 42] 20 Or soil, was the first

[BACK TO 43] 26 Or be his slave

[BACK TO 44] 27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend.

[BACK TO 45] 27 Or their

Genesis 10

[BACK TO 46] 2 Sons may mean descendants or successors or nations; also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 20–23, 29 and 31.

[BACK TO 47] 4 Some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text and Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:7); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Dodanim

[BACK TO 48] 6 That is, Egypt; also in verse 13

[BACK TO 49] 8 Father may mean ancestor or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15, 24 and 26.

[BACK TO 50] 10 Or Erech and Akkad—all of them in

[BACK TO 51] 10 That is, Babylonia

[BACK TO 52] 11 Or Nineveh with its city squares

[BACK TO 53] 15 Or of the Sidonians, the foremost

[BACK TO 54] 21 Or Shem, the older brother of

[BACK TO 55] 23 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:17; Hebrew Mash

[BACK TO 56] 24 Hebrew; Septuagint father of Cainan, and Cainan was the father of

[BACK TO 57] 25 Peleg means division.

Genesis 11

[BACK TO 58] 2 Or from the east; or in the east

[BACK TO 59] 2 That is, Babylonia

[BACK TO 60] 9 That is, Babylon; Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused.

[BACK TO 61] 10 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 11–25.

[BACK TO 62] 12, 13 Hebrew; Septuagint (see also Luke 3:35, 36 and note at Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the father of Cainan. 13And after he became the father of Cainan, Arphaxad lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then he died. When Cainan had lived 130 years, he became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and had other sons and daughters

Genesis 12

[BACK TO 63] 7 Or seed

Genesis 13

[BACK TO 64] 15 Or seed; also in verse 16

Genesis 14

[BACK TO 65] 1 That is, Babylonia; also in verse 9

[BACK TO 66] 3 That is, the Dead Sea

[BACK TO 67] 13 Or a relative; or an ally

[BACK TO 68] 18 That is, Jerusalem

[BACK TO 69] 19 Or Possessor; also in verse 22

[BACK TO 70] 20 Or And praise be to

Genesis 15

[BACK TO 71] 1 Or sovereign

[BACK TO 72] 1 Or shield; / your reward will be very great

[BACK TO 73] 2 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.

[BACK TO 74] 18 Or Wadi

Genesis 16

[BACK TO 75] 11 Ishmael means God hears.

[BACK TO 76] 12 Or live to the east / of

[BACK TO 77] 13 Or seen the back of

[BACK TO 78] 14 Beer Lahai Roi means well of the Living One who sees me.

Genesis 17

[BACK TO 79] 1 Hebrew El-Shaddai

[BACK TO 80] 5 Abram means exalted father.

[BACK TO 81] 5 Abraham means father of many.

[BACK TO 82] 19 Isaac means he laughs.

Genesis 18

[BACK TO 83] 3 Or O Lord

[BACK TO 84] 6 That is, probably about 20 quarts (about 22 liters)

[BACK TO 85] 10 Hebrew Then he

[BACK TO 86] 12 Or husband

[BACK TO 87] 22 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition but the LORD remained standing before Abraham

[BACK TO 88] 24 Or forgive; also in verse 26

[BACK TO 89] 25 Or Ruler

Genesis 19

[BACK TO 90] 14 Or were married to

[BACK TO 91] 18 Or No, Lord; or No, my lord

[BACK TO 92] 19 The Hebrew is singular.

[BACK TO 93] 19 The Hebrew is singular.

[BACK TO 94] 19 The Hebrew is singular.

[BACK TO 95] 22 Zoar means small.

[BACK TO 96] 37 Moab sounds like the Hebrew for from father.

[BACK TO 97] 38 Ben-Ammi means son of my people.

Genesis 20

[BACK TO 98] 16 That is, about 25 pounds (about 11.5 kilograms)

Genesis 21

[BACK TO 99] 3 Isaac means he laughs.

[BACK TO 100] 12 Or seed

[BACK TO 101] 16 Hebrew; Septuagint the child

[BACK TO 102] 31 Beersheba can mean well of seven or well of the oath.

Genesis 22

[BACK TO 103] 13 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac; most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text a ram behind [him]

[BACK TO 104] 18 Or seed

Genesis 23

[BACK TO 105] 3 Or the sons of Heth; also in verses 5, 7, 10, 16, 18 and 20

[BACK TO 106] 11 Or sell

[BACK TO 107] 11 Or sell

[BACK TO 108] 11 Or sell

[BACK TO 109] 15 That is, about 10 pounds (about 4.5 kilograms)

Genesis 24

[BACK TO 110] 2 Or oldest

[BACK TO 111] 7 Or seed

[BACK TO 112] 10 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 113] 22 That is, about 1/5 ounce (about 5.5 grams)

[BACK TO 114] 22 That is, about 4 ounces (about 110 grams)

[BACK TO 115] 36 Or his

[BACK TO 116] 55 Or she

[BACK TO 117] 63 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

Genesis 25

[BACK TO 118] 1 Or had taken

[BACK TO 119] 10 Or the sons of Heth

[BACK TO 120] 18 Or lived to the east of

[BACK TO 121] 20 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 122] 25 Esau may mean hairy; he was also called Edom, which means red.

[BACK TO 123] 26 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives).

[BACK TO 124] 30 Edom means red.

Genesis 26

[BACK TO 125] 4 Or seed

[BACK TO 126] 20 Esek means dispute.

[BACK TO 127] 21 Sitnah means opposition.

[BACK TO 128] 22 Rehoboth means room.

[BACK TO 129] 33 Shibah can mean oath or seven.

[BACK TO 130] 33 Beersheba can mean well of the oath or well of seven.

Genesis 27

[BACK TO 131] 36 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives).

Genesis 28

[BACK TO 132] 1 Or greeted

[BACK TO 133] 2 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia; also in verses 5, 6 and 7

[BACK TO 134] 3 Hebrew El-Shaddai

[BACK TO 135] 12 Or ladder

[BACK TO 136] 13 Or There beside him

[BACK TO 137] 19 Bethel means house of God.

[BACK TO 138] 20, 21 Or Since God… father’s house, the LORD

[BACK TO 139] 21, 22 Or house, and the LORD will be my God, 22then

Genesis 29

[BACK TO 140] 17 Or delicate

[BACK TO 141] 32 Reuben sounds like the Hebrew for he has seen my misery; the name means see, a son.

[BACK TO 142] 33 Simeon probably means one who hears.

[BACK TO 143] 34 Levi sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for attached.

[BACK TO 144] 35 Judah sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for praise.

Genesis 30

[BACK TO 145] 6 Dan here means he has vindicated.

[BACK TO 146] 8 Naphtali means my struggle.

[BACK TO 147] 11 Or “A troop is coming!”

[BACK TO 148] 11 Gad can mean good fortune or a troop.

[BACK TO 149] 13 Asher means happy.

[BACK TO 150] 18 Issachar sounds like the Hebrew for reward.

[BACK TO 151] 20 Zebulun probably means honor.

[BACK TO 152] 24 Joseph means may he add.

[BACK TO 153] 27 Or possibly have become rich and

Genesis 31

[BACK TO 154] 18 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 155] 21 That is, the Euphrates

[BACK TO 156] 47 The Aramaic Jegar Sahadutha means witness heap.

[BACK TO 157] 47 The Hebrew Galeed means witness heap.

[BACK TO 158] 49 Mizpah means watchtower.

Genesis 32

[BACK TO 159] 2 Mahanaim means two camps.

[BACK TO 160] 7 Or camps; also in verse 10

[BACK TO 161] 8 Or camp

[BACK TO 162] 8 Or camp

[BACK TO 163] 28 Israel means he struggles with God.

[BACK TO 164] 30 Peniel means face of God.

[BACK TO 165] 31 Hebrew Penuel, a variant of Peniel

Genesis 33

[BACK TO 166] 17 Succoth means shelters.

[BACK TO 167] 18 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 168] 18 Or arrived at Shalem, a

[BACK TO 169] 19 Hebrew hundred kesitahs; a kesitah was a unit of money of unknown weight and value.

[BACK TO 170] 20 El Elohe Israel can mean God, the God of Israel or mighty is the God of Israel.

Genesis 34

[BACK TO 171] 7 Or against

[BACK TO 172] 10 Or move about freely; also in verse 21

[BACK TO 173] 17 Hebrew daughter

[BACK TO 174] 27 Or because

Genesis 35

[BACK TO 175] 7 El Bethel means God of Bethel.

[BACK TO 176] 8 Allon Bacuth means oak of weeping.

[BACK TO 177] 9 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia; also in verse 26

[BACK TO 178] 10 Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives).

[BACK TO 179] 10 Israel means he struggles with God.

[BACK TO 180] 11 Hebrew El-Shaddai

[BACK TO 181] 15 Bethel means house of God.

[BACK TO 182] 18 Ben-Oni means son of my trouble.

[BACK TO 183] 18 Benjamin means son of my right hand.

Genesis 36

[BACK TO 184] 16 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Gen. 36:11 and 1 Chron. 1:36) does not have Korah.

[BACK TO 185] 22 Hebrew Hemam, a variant of Homam (see 1 Chron. 1:39)

[BACK TO 186] 24 Vulgate; Syriac discovered water; the meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

[BACK TO 187] 26 Hebrew Dishan, a variant of Dishon

[BACK TO 188] 31 Or before an Israelite king reigned over them

[BACK TO 189] 37 Possibly the Euphrates

[BACK TO 190] 39 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 1:50); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Hadar

Genesis 37

[BACK TO 191] 3 The meaning of the Hebrew for richly ornamented is uncertain; also in verses 23 and 32.

[BACK TO 192] 28 That is, about 8 ounces (about 0.2 kilogram)

[BACK TO 193] 35 Hebrew Sheol

[BACK TO 194] 36 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac (see also verse 28); Masoretic Text Medanites

Genesis 38

[BACK TO 195] 29 Perez means breaking out.

[BACK TO 196] 30 Zerah can mean scarlet or brightness.

Genesis 40

[BACK TO 197] 16 Or three wicker baskets

[BACK TO 198] 19 Or and impale you on a pole

[BACK TO 199] 22 Or impaled

Genesis 41

[BACK TO 200] 13 Or impaled

[BACK TO 201] 38 Or of the gods

[BACK TO 202] 43 Or in the chariot of his second-in-command; or in his second chariot

[BACK TO 203] 43 Or Bow down

[BACK TO 204] 45 That is, Heliopolis; also in verse 50

[BACK TO 205] 51 Manasseh sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for forget.

[BACK TO 206] 52 Ephraim sounds like the Hebrew for twice fruitful.

Genesis 42

[BACK TO 207] 34 Or move about freely

[BACK TO 208] 38 Hebrew Sheol

Genesis 43

[BACK TO 209] 14 Hebrew El-Shaddai

Genesis 44

[BACK TO 210] 29 Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 31

Genesis 45

[BACK TO 211] 7 Or save you as a great band of survivors

[BACK TO 212] 22 That is, about 7 1/2 pounds (about 3.5 kilograms)

Genesis 46

[BACK TO 213] 13 Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text Puvah

[BACK TO 214] 13 Samaritan Pentateuch and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Num. 26:24 and 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text Iob

[BACK TO 215] 15 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 216] 16 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Num. 26:15); Masoretic Text Ziphion

[BACK TO 217] 20 That is, Heliopolis

[BACK TO 218] 27 Hebrew; Septuagint the nine children

[BACK TO 219] 27 Hebrew (see also Exodus 1:5 and footnote); Septuagint (see also Acts 7:14) seventy-five

[BACK TO 220] 29 Hebrew around him

Genesis 47

[BACK TO 221] 7 Or greeted

[BACK TO 222] 10 Or said farewell to

[BACK TO 223] 21 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Vulgate); Masoretic Text and he moved the people into the cities

[BACK TO 224] 31 Or Israel bowed down at the head of his bed

Genesis 48

[BACK TO 225] 3 Hebrew El-Shaddai

[BACK TO 226] 7 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia

[BACK TO 227] 20 The Hebrew is singular.

[BACK TO 228] 21 The Hebrew is plural.

[BACK TO 229] 21 The Hebrew is plural.

[BACK TO 230] 21 The Hebrew is plural.

[BACK TO 231] 22 Or And to you I give one portion more than to your brothers—the portion

Genesis 49

[BACK TO 232] 5 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

[BACK TO 233] 8 Judah sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for praise.

[BACK TO 234] 10 Or until Shiloh comes; or until he comes to whom tribute belongs

[BACK TO 235] 12 Or will be dull from wine, / his teeth white from milk

[BACK TO 236] 14 Or strong

[BACK TO 237] 14 Or campfires

[BACK TO 238] 16 Dan here means he provides justice.

[BACK TO 239] 19 Gad can mean attack and band of raiders.

[BACK TO 240] 21 Or free; / he utters beautiful words

[BACK TO 241] 22 Or Joseph is a wild colt, / a wild colt near a spring, / a wild donkey on a terraced hill

[BACK TO 242] 23, 24 Or archers will attack… will shoot… will remain… will stay

[BACK TO 243] 25 Hebrew Shaddai

[BACK TO 244] 26 Or of my progenitors, / as great as

[BACK TO 245] 26 Or the one separated from

[BACK TO 246] 32 Or the sons of Heth

Genesis 50

[BACK TO 247] 9 Or charioteers

[BACK TO 248] 11 Abel Mizraim means mourning of the Egyptians.

[BACK TO 249] 23 That is, were counted as his












Genesis 1

[BACK TO a] Ps 102:25; Pr 8:23; Isa 40:21; 41:4, 26; Jn 1:1–2

[BACK TO b] ver 21, 27; Ge 2:3

[BACK TO c] ver 6; Ne 9:6; Job 9:8; 37:18; Ps 96:5; 104:2; 115:15; 121:2; 136:5; Isa 40:22; 42:5; 51:13; Jer 10:12; 51:15
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[BACK TO f] Isa 45:18; Jer 4:23
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[BACK TO h] Ge 2:7; Job 33:4; Ps 104:30; Isa 32:15

[BACK TO i] Dt 32:11; Isa 31:5

[BACK TO j] ver 6; Ps 33:6, 9; 148:5; Heb 11:3

[BACK TO k] 2Co 4:6*; 1Jn 1:5–7

[BACK TO l] ver 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31; Ps 104:31; 119:68; Jer 31:35
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The First African Woman

The story of Eve is relevant to women of color for several reasons. It is no secret that women of color have reigned throughout history as the first women to do many things in God’s world. The creation of Eve, the first woman of color, occurred on the sixth day of creation.

In the first chapters of Genesis, the story of the creation of Eve demonstrates the importance of men and women complementing one another, supporting one another and empowering one another. When women of color develop and nurture relationships—whether intimate, professional, familial or social—we must remember the importance of embracing and empowering through our role as “helper” (Ge 2:20). I define helper not only in the sense of a husband-wife team or a male-female relationship, but also inclusively from a Biblical stance: women helping women, women helping men, women helping children, women helping the community and women helping others who may or may not be like them.

Eve’s story also shows the challenge of listening and hearing God when God speaks to us. When we fail to hear God’s voice, we move in the wrong direction, and we commit sin. Eve first sinned when she listened to the serpent instead of God (see Ge 3:1–8). There will be times when we listen to the wrong voice, but it’s important to remember that we can always go to God and seek forgiveness. There is no need to hide from God. God wants us to confess our wrongs to him. In fact, in Genesis 3:9 God asked Adam and Eve, “Where are you?” The question “Where are we in our relationship to God?” should be ever before us.

The story of Eve should remind women of color that God has created each of us in his image. We know that God has empowered and inspired many women of color to be pioneers, to be helpers and to be women who listen to the voice of God.

—P. TURNER WILLIAMS
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Where are you in your relationship with God?



Whose voice are you listening to?

read

Genesis 1:27; 2:18—4:25; Romans 5:18–19; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

See also the Inspire Notes “The Creation of Woman” and “The Image of God and the Beauty of the Heart.”
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Battered, Beaten and Rejected—but Not Abandoned

Given her story, it’s no surprise that women of color find a kindred spirit in the person of Hagar. She was a young slave from Egypt who found herself in the midst of a foreign, nomadic people. She was forced to give her body to her master, Abram—an idea first proposed by his wife, Sarai (see Ge 16:1–3). But once she obeyed her mistress and master, she was rejected and scorned.

Sarai’s mistreatment of the pregnant Hagar forced the young woman to run away. Hagar fled into the desert where she met the angel of God. He told her to return to Sarai and give birth to Abram’s son, Ishmael, who would become the father of a nation. Hagar was amazed that the living God saw her. Filled with hope, Hagar returned and gave birth to her son (see Ge 16:4–15).

In God’s time and by God’s grace, the promised son, Isaac, was born to Sarah and Abraham (see Ge 21:1–7), whose names were changed by God before Isaac’s birth. After Isaac’s birth Sarah saw Hagar’s child as a threat to Isaac’s position as heir, so she implored Abraham to expel them (see Ge 21:8–13).

Hagar and Ishmael were sent into the desert with a meager supply of food and water. When the water ran out, Hagar sat apart from her son so as not to witness his death. Again the angel of God appeared to reassure her of God’s plan and to reveal to her a well of drinking water. Refreshed, renewed and redirected, Hagar raised her son alone. Ishmael grew to be a strong, powerful man and founder of the Arab nations (see Ge 21:14–21; 25:13–18).

Disadvantaged and dispossessed women today can relate to Hagar. Many have experienced estrangement, prejudice, hardship, hopelessness, grief and despair. Many have known the fear that accompanies being an abandoned, pregnant woman alone in the world. Regardless of your circumstances, your social status, or how many times you’ve been knocked down, battered and beaten by life, you cannot escape God’s care. God provided for Hagar and her son, and he can and will provide for you.

—T. WADE
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Reflect on a time when you felt battered, beaten and rejected. How did God refresh, renew and redirect you?



Consider sharing your testimony with a woman who is experiencing rejection.

read

Genesis 16; 21; 25:12–18.

See also the Inspire Notes “Single Mothers,” “Overcoming Abuse,” “Single Parenting” and “Abandonment.”
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Why Look Back?

We know the story of Lot’s wife, who disobeyed God by looking back at the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and, consequently, turned into a pillar of salt (see Ge 19:15–26). This woman was the spouse of a rich and influential man. Yet the Scriptures do not record Lot’s wife’s name or any information regarding her family of origin. While we don’t know her name, we know her story.

Lot, Abraham’s nephew, was a man of substance. He had done well in the sinful city of Sodom and was held in some respect. Genesis 19:1 says that Lot was “sitting in the gateway of the city.” Such a position would indicate that Lot was probably a member of Sodom’s ruling council. Because of Lot’s power and respect, his wife, Mrs. Lot, also received some level of respect in their community. She enjoyed the comforts afforded her because of her relationship with her husband.

Lot’s wife is a perfect example of the principle “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). When the angels told her family to leave, she started out in the right direction and followed Lot outside the city, yet she was destroyed because she looked back. She was not totally committed to giving up her old ways in obedience to God.

Think about all that we as women/sisters have willingly put up with in those times when we have allowed ourselves to be belittled, put down and mistreated (verbally and physically) just to have a man, a job, material possessions, a certain lifestyle or something else we thought we needed so badly. Lord, help us! When God releases us from that foolishness and makes a way out of no way, we dare to look back with some regret, some desire for what was—to a moment when things were “good.”

Those who put their hand to the gospel plow have no reason to look back now.

—M. ALLEN BELLINGER
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Use the story of Lot’s wife as a reminder to keep looking forward to all God has in store for you. Do not let your past keep you from moving forward.

read

Genesis 18–19; Luke 9:62; 17:28–32.

See also the Inspire Notes “Self-Control” and “Temptation.”
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Is Anything Too Hard for God?

Sarah was a woman after my own heart; in many ways, she represents women of faith who step out on God’s Word—even when they don’t understand how things will work out.

When God instructed Abraham to leave his father’s household and go to the country of God’s choosing, Sarah was 65 years old and Abraham was 75. God promised that he would make Abraham and his descendants a blessing to many. Abraham obeyed God and took Sarah, Lot (his nephew) and all of their possessions and headed for Canaan (see Ge 12:1–5).

God spoke directly to Abraham and indirectly to Sarah. Sarah obeyed God by supporting her husband’s plans for the move. It is not said very often, but there are many African American women who love their husbands, move when they say it’s time to go, and happily follow their leadership. Many of us are blessed to have strong men who listen to God and obey his Word. The Bible gives wonderful examples of good marriages and provides guidance on how to experience a blessed marriage.

Just like many women of faith—married and single—Sarah began an awesome journey based on God’s promises. However, many years passed and Sarah and Abraham still did not have their promised child. Sarah began to believe that she would never have a child of her own for Abraham. So she persuaded Abraham to take her Egyptian servant girl as a surrogate wife, and Ishmael was born to Hagar (see Ge 16). Both Sarah and Abraham forgot God’s ability to fulfill his promises. Sarah’s attempt at assisting God had dire consequences for the descendants of Ishmael (Arabs) and Isaac (Israelites/Jews).

Sarah’s bitter jealousy and anger toward Hagar destroyed the family unit. “A woman’s family is held together by her wisdom, but it can be destroyed by her foolishness” (Pr 14:1, paraphrased). Sister Sarah did mess up, just as we sometimes mess up. But God keeps his promises! At age 90, Sarah became pregnant by Abraham when he was 100 years old (see Ge 21). Is anything too hard for God?

Sarah gave birth to a son, Isaac, through whom all nations have been blessed in the person of the Messiah, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Sarah’s story reminds women of faith that we are not perfect; however, we can trust God’s promises as we journey along the path of life. God will deliver—even when we don’t understand how.

—B. YATES






	[image: ]	reflection







Reflect on a time you tried to “assist” God in bringing about his promises, as Sarah did by giving Hagar to Abraham. What were the results?



How has this lesson reminded you to wait on God’s timing for the fulfillment of his promises?

read

Genesis 16; 18:1–15; 21:1–7; Hebrews 11:8–12.

See also the Inspire Notes “Infertility,” Submission,” “Waiting on God” and Commitment to God.
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A Woman of Obsessive Love

Rebekah was unable to have children for nearly 20 years after marrying Isaac. But Isaac prayed for his wife, and finally Rebekah conceived twin boys—Jacob and Esau (see Ge 25:19–26). Although Esau was the eldest and entitled to his father’s inheritance and blessing, Rebekah favored her younger son, Jacob, and desired that he take the place of Esau as the inheritor. When the opportunity arose, Rebekah helped Jacob deceive his father. Isaac, who had become old, feeble and blind, bestowed upon Jacob the family blessing and inheritance that was intended for Esau (see Ge 27:1–30).

Rebekah later protected Jacob from Esau’s wrath by sending him to stay with her brother Laban in Haran. Unfortunately, Rebekah and Jacob were never reunited, and upon her death, Rebekah was buried in the family burial ground at Machpelah.

It is instinctive and proper for a woman—a wife and mother—to love passionately. But Rebekah’s love for Jacob became a selfish, jealous love that led to favoritism of one child over another. Her love for Jacob also led her to compromise her love for, and loyalty to, her husband. She was determined to do what she thought would help Jacob, at the expense of both Esau and Isaac.

Unlike Rebekah’s case, sometimes we hear that crimes of passion have ultimately led to the deaths of innocent people. As mothers and spouses, we must take care that our love for our children and our spouses does not become an obsessive love—a love that would allow us to succumb to the temptation of Satan, to betray moral ethics, covenant relationships and spiritual commitments. As women of God, our love should always be pure and subject to the Spirit of God.

God’s love for us serves as the ultimate, true example of a pure love—a love that is unconditional, shows no bias or favoritism and is not jealous or boastful. Unselfish motives or desires define pure love: It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres and, above all, never fails (see 1Co 13:7–8).

—T. HARRISON-DIXON






	[image: ]	reflection







Evaluate the love you have for family members. How can you make sure your love is pure and subject to God’s Spirit?

read

Genesis 24–27; 1 Corinthians 13.

See also the Inspire Notes Infertility,” “Marriage” and “Love,” and the Women of the Bible Note “The Bridegroom and His Bride: Soul Mates in Life.”
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Courage, Resistance and Struggle

Leah’s story is one that many women can relate to. It is the story of a woman longing to be loved, looking for validation, yearning to be affirmed. Women who recognize they’re on a dead-end road and who therefore desire to know what to do next and how to find a new way can learn from Leah’s experiences.

“Leah girl” came to my church last Sunday with her six children. She was tall and lanky and had pretty eyes, but no other feature distinguished her from most “sistas.” A member invited “Leah girl” because “Leah girl” had been drawn by her testimony. While on her post as a security guard, “Leah girl” overheard the lament of another young woman. This young woman had been dissed by her man again. Their relationship was a series of broken promises. “Leah girl” walked up and said, “Excuse me, it sounds like you’re where I just left.”

“Leah girl” had just found the courage to break free from the married man with whom she’d been involved. I bet the first five of her children are named, “This time he’ll love me.” I get the feeling, however, that the youngest is named, “Now I will praise the Lord.”

“Leah girl” came to my church last Sunday. She was hungry, thirsty and looking for a relationship with the Lord. She had come to terms with the fact that validation, affirmation and confirmation are gifts from the Lord and not empty promises from immoral brothers. “Leah girl” lifted her face to praise God.

“Leah girl” represents thousands of women looking for love in all the wrong places. The Biblical Leah spent many years competing for Jacob’s love, but one day she decided to look to the Lord instead. For many years Leah struggled to feel fulfilled through her relationship with her husband. During some of those years, she found the strength to rely on the Lord; at other times, she fell victim to the trap of looking for validation through another. If your name is “Leah girl,” take the first step today to develop a relationship with Christ. Let the Lord create in you that which will bring eternal satisfaction.

—E. WALTERS






	[image: ]	reflection







Have you had the courage to leave unhealthy patterns in the past?



What got you through?



Use your past successes to help break other unhealthy patterns or share your testimony with someone who needs to hear it.

read

Genesis 29:16–17, 31–35; 30:9–21; 35:23; Ruth 4:11.

See also the Inspire Notes “Courage to Heal” and “The Paradox of Life and Suffering,” and the Women of the Bible Note “Rachel: Taking Care of Business.”
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Taking Care of Business

What was Rachel doing when she met Jacob, the man who fell in love with her? We often hear about how Jacob was smitten with Laban’s pretty daughter; we read how he told Laban that he would work seven years for Rachel’s hand in marriage; we remember how Jacob served that seven years, and then Laban tricked him and gave him Leah, Rachel’s older sister. Because Jacob desired to have Rachel, he worked for Laban another seven years (see Ge 29:16–30). But what made Rachel so attractive that she was worth 14 years of labor? Was it simply her beauty? Or did Jacob see something else in the young woman?

Perhaps Jacob realized that Rachel was a woman who was taking care of business. When Jacob met Rachel, she was not sitting around waiting to be rescued from her single life. Rachel was working. She was taking care of her father’s sheep (see Ge 29:6–12). In fact, her future husband rolled away the stone of a well to aid her in her work. Jacob not only looked upon Rachel’s physical beauty, but he likely also noted her dedication and commitment to her father’s sheep.

Women who are waiting for their future mates should be taking care of their own business; they should not be idly waiting for someone to make their lives complete or happy. No matter what our situation, we need to understand that we are complete in Christ and that true joy comes from our relationship with him. We should be taking care of God’s sheep and living out the purposes God has placed in our hearts. Then when our mates come along, they will be willing to help us continue taking care of the business God has given us charge over—they will not want to hinder us.

—K. WASHINGTON
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How are you living out the purposes God has placed in your life?

read

Genesis 29:1—30:26; 31:4, 14–19, 32–35; 33:2, 7; 35:16–20.

See also the Inspire Notes “The Gift of Aloneness” and “Singleness: A Stage in Life,,” and the Women of the Bible Note “Leah: Courage, Resistance and Struggle..”
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An Abused Woman

Dinah is a forgotten woman of the Bible. While we know much about her brothers, Jacob’s 12 sons, we know very little about this female child, Jacob’s only daughter mentioned in Scripture.

Genesis 34 tells the story of Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and Leah. Dinah left the Hebrew campsite to visit the women in the land. Away from the protection of her family enclave, Dinah was taken by Shechem, the son of a local ruler, and raped.

When Jacob learned of his daughter’s rape, he was silent. He did not protest against her treatment; instead he listened to the appeals of Dinah’s rapist in the interest of political harmony between the Hebrews and the Hivites. While Jacob continued to negotiate, Dinah’s brothers began plotting against the Hivites; meanwhile, Dinah was noticeably absent from the proceedings. According to the story, her feelings and views were never taken into consideration. And not until verse 26 does the reader learn that Dinah had been in Shechem’s house all along.

As women of color, we may relate to Dinah’s story. We may have been devalued simply for being born female in a culture in which male children are granted more prestige and promise. Perhaps we’ve been abused in the name of love in so-called loving relationships, while those around us ignored our pain. Perhaps family members and friends are fully aware of the abuse but have chosen to turn away in silence.

This chapter tells a tragic story. Is there any redemption here? First, we can relate to the anger of Dinah’s brothers when they learned of her rape. They declared that the rape should not have been done (see Ge 34:7). They declared that a violation of one woman is an affront to the entire community. And while their methods of revenge are abhorrent to us, they ultimately removed Dinah from her place of violation. We need to have the same anger as Dinah’s brothers had when we hear of violence toward our abused sisters. We, too, can declare that physical and mental abuse are unacceptable and offend the entire community. We must not be silent!

—M. COLEMAN
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When have you seen another woman mistreated?



When have you experienced abuse?



How can you take action against the wrongs done to you and your sisters?

read

Genesis 34.

See also the Inspire Notes “Commitment to Community,” “Sexual Abuse” and “Overcoming Abuse,” and the Women of the Bible Notes “The Levite’s Concubine: Broken Pieces” and “Tamar: A Violated Woman.”
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The Link Between Judah and Jesus

Tamar is a forgotten heroine in the Bible. Tamar’s story begins with the loss of two husbands, Er and Onan (see Ge 38:6–10), sons of Judah. Childless, her future was questionable. Tamar had two choices: (1) she could accept her lot in life; or (2) she could take action. Tamar made the second choice and became her own advocate.

Bound by what was known as “levirate law” to either marry another son of Judah or be liberated by Judah to marry another man, Tamar used her femininity and played on his manliness, dressing as a prostitute (see Ge 38:13–15). Her goal was security by any means necessary, even a pregnancy when she was unmarried. And, though she risked death if found guilty of adultery, she acquired Judah’s personal pledge by obtaining his seal, cord and staff as proof of his participation in this sexually immoral act. Not only did Judah’s personal items implicate him, they forced him to fulfill his responsibility to her as the father of her child.

When Judah realized that he had denied her justice under levirate law, he could only say, “She is more righteous than I” (Ge 38:26).

Tamar gave birth to twins, Perez and Zerah (see Ge 38:27–30). Critics may ask, “Why is this story found in the middle of Joseph’s story?” One reason is that it prepares us for Genesis 49, a chapter in which Jacob blesses Judah, his fourth son, with his scepter, a symbol of birthright and kingship traditionally given to the firstborn. The immoral and violent behavior of his three older brothers (Reuben, Simeon and Levi) set the stage for this blessing to be passed to Judah. Thus, it was through the “Lion of Judah” that the house of David was established. David’s ancestry is traced back to Perez, one of the twins fathered by Judah through his daughter-in-law Tamar (see Ru 4:18–22; Mt 1:1–3). Here we have the link between Judah and Jesus.

God works in amazing ways. Despite Tamar and Judah’s immoral acts, God sovereignly worked out his good plan. No human frailty can thwart his purposes.

—K. WORRILL JOHNSON
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How has God used one of your so-called mistakes to accomplish his purpose in your life or in the lives of others?



Share your testimony with a sister who is beating herself up about one of her mistakes.

read

Genesis 38; Deuteronomy 25:5–6.

See also the Inspire Notes “God Is Immutable,” “Omniscience: God Is All Knowing” and “Abandonment.”
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The Creation of Woman

When God created woman, he created her equal to man, not inferior or superior. She was created for a purpose and for greatness! How was the woman created? It began with God putting Adam into a deep sleep, taking out one of his ribs, and closing the place up with flesh (see Ge 2:21–24). The word “flesh” represents life itself—created life. God had to remove something “out of” Adam to create and make room for what he was bringing back to him—another life: woman.

God created the woman from the rib of man. In Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament, the word for rib signifies the side of something—more often the side of a building than of a person. Therefore, the woman is at the man’s side: as his confidante, encourager and inward strength. She is his “helper” (see Ge 2:20), the one most appropriate for his life. The word “helper” does not imply inferiority. It describes a function and not worth. Women do not lose their worth when they assume the role of a helper. Adam expressed Eve’s purpose when he said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (v. 23). He was saying that the woman was literally a part of him.

When God brought the woman to Adam, God brought into Adam’s life a trusted friend and a wife. She became something that nothing else or no one else could be to him. When Adam said, “She shall be called ‘woman’ ” (Ge 2:23), he was declaring her existence. Adam was also praising and celebrating her creation. The woman became Adam’s spiritual partner in the task of obedience to God, dominion over the earth and procreation of the generations.

Adam represents all humanity, and the woman was named Eve because she was the mother of all humanity (see Ge 3:20). She was created with life, to bring life, to nurture life and to be an example of life. Every human life has received a woman’s touch.

Woman was fearfully and wonderfully made (see Ps 139:14), purposefully saved (see Jn 15:16), gifted for greatness (see 1Co 12:4–7), empowered to accomplish God’s will (see Eph 1:17–21), assigned to do great things (see Mt 28:1–10). She is a crown of glory (see Pr 12:4; Isa 62:3) and the Lord’s own treasured possession (see Mal 3:17). The woman was created for greatness!

—G. LONDON


read



Genesis 1:27–28; 2:18–24.

See also the Inspire Notes “Marriage” and “The Image of God and the Beauty of the Heart,” and the Women of the Bible Note “Eve: The First African Woman.”


WOMAN of COLOR



Do you honestly believe you were created for greatness? Are you living like God’s gifted and great creation? What will you do today to live as God has created you to live?
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Infertility

Infertility is often a hidden problem in the church. In Biblical times barrenness, or infertility, was viewed as a stigma and a curse. Thus both Rachel in the Old Testament and Elizabeth in the New Testament exclaimed that their “disgrace” had been removed when they became pregnant (see Ge 30:23; Lk 1:25).

Although there are an equal number of male and female factors involved in infertility, many times women today continue to feel stigmatized and cursed because of it. Infertility can also cause a crisis of faith for many women. It violates our sense of femininity and infringes on God’s calling to “be fruitful and increase in number” (Ge 1:28). Infertility can cause us to feel that we have failed our spouses and our ancestors. Sometimes we may even feel cursed by God: If children are a gift and we cannot have children, then we must be undeserving of the gift. Some women feel they are being punished for previous transgressions (e.g., abortions) or are suffering because they were “selfish” for delaying child bearing because of educational or career goals.

Infertility also makes us question the nature of the God we serve. If God is the provider and divine healer, then why doesn’t he heal our barrenness? And if God will not bless us with a child, then why doesn’t he at least take away our intense desire for one? Sometimes well-meaning folks in church make it worse by asking if we have fasted and prayed like Hannah—as if we haven’t taken our desires to the altar numerous times. Church folk can sometimes be insensitive to the fact that certain holidays (e.g., Christmas and Mother’s Day) are painful reminders of unwanted childlessness for women with infertility.

The good news is that God does hear the cries of those who suffer from infertility. God provides us with several models of how to keep our faith even when we don’t receive the desires of our hearts (e.g., Job and Paul). Women can also redefine what it means to “be fruitful and increase in number” by recognizing that we can help bring forth the next generation through other activities besides parenting (e.g., teaching, mentoring and loving children).

—S. DAVIS MOLOCK


read



Genesis 18:1–15; 30:1–24; Job 1; Psalm 113:9; Luke 1:5–7, 23–25.

See also Inspire Notes “Motherhood,” “Suffering,” “Waiting on God” and “The Paradox of Life and Suffering,” and the Women of the Bible Notes Sarah: Is Anything Too Hard for God?” Rebekah: A Woman of Obsessive Love,” “Rachel: Taking Care of Business” and “Hannah: What Do You Do When God Says ‘No’?”


WOMAN of COLOR



How will you be fruitful today?
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OVERVIEW

The book of Exodus continues the story begun in Genesis and goes on to record the oppression and liberation of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. African American preachers used this book as a favorite sermon source during and after slavery.

The first two chapters of Exodus reveal the faith and courage of the Hebrew women. The Hebrew midwives Shiphrah and Puah feared God more than the pharaoh of Egypt and rescued many male babies from death, for Pharaoh had ordered that all male babies be killed at birth. Jochebed also defied the decree from Pharaoh and risked her life to hide her baby, Moses, in the reeds along the Nile River, where Pharaoh’s daughter found him and then adopted him as her son.

Moses grew up in the Egyptian royal household, but he never forgot his roots or the oppression of his people. As a young man, Moses witnessed an Egyptian beating an Israelite worker. He killed the Egyptian and hid his body. Despite covering his tracks, the murder was discovered, and in the face of Pharaoh’s wrath, Moses fled to Midian for safety.

The rest of the book of Exodus highlights other major events in Israel’s history. After Moses began a new life as a shepherd, the Lord God, Yahweh, met him at the burning bush and sent him back to Egypt as a liberator (see Ex 3–4). Despite this great commission, God was prepared to kill Moses while he was on his way to Egypt. Moses’ life was again spared because of a woman—Zipporah saved her husband’s life by circumcising their son (see Ex 4:24–26).

Pharaoh finally agreed to set the Israelites free, but not until after God afflicted the land with ten plagues (see Ex 7–12). After miraculously crossing the Red Sea, Moses’ sister, Miriam, led the people in praising God for his intervention (see Ex 13–15). At Mount Sinai, God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and instructions for constructing his tabernacle, along with laws for worship and community living.

Women today can look to Exodus for inspiration on how God answers prayers and sends deliverers to free us from the things and people who bind us. As you read this book, ask God to free you from the bondage that enslaves you and to give you courage to help free others. Look to the stories of Shiphrah and Puah, Jochebed and Miriam—as well as Miriam’s brothers, Moses and Aaron—as inspirational examples of how God used ordinary women and men to set his people free.

OUTLINE


I. The Oppression of the Israelites (1:1–22)

II. The Birth and Preservation of Moses (2:1–25)

III. The Commission of Moses (3:1—6:30)

IV. The Judgment of Plagues on Egypt (7:1—11:10)

V. The Passover (12:1–30)

VI. The Exodus From Egypt and the Crossing of the Red Sea (12:31—14:31)

VII. The Celebration of Freedom (15:1–21)

VIII. The Provision of God for the Journey (15:22—18:27)

IX. The Covenant of God With the Israelites (19:1—24:18)

X. Instructions for the Tabernacle and the Priests (25:1—31:18)

XI. The Great Sin of Idolatry (32:1—33:6)

XII. The Tent of Meeting and God’s Glory (33:7–23)

XIII. Renewal of the Covenant (34:1–35)

XIV. Tabernacle Instructions (35:1—40:38)



SCANNABLE FACTS:


Author: Moses

Time Written: During the 1400s B.C., while the Israelites were traveling in the desert

Theme to Note: God intervenes for the liberation of his people

Notable Women: Shiphrah and Puah (Hebrew midwives), Jochebed, Miriam, Pharaoh’s daughter, Zipporah














The Israelites Oppressed

Exodus 1

1These are the names of the sons of Israela who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 3Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 4Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.b 5The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy[1] in all;c Joseph was already in Egypt.

6Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died,d 7but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous,e so that the land was filled with them.

8Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.f 9“Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become much too numerousg for us.h 10Come, we must deal shrewdlyi with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”j

11So they put slave mastersk over them to oppress them with forced labor,l and they built Pithom and Ramesesm as store citiesn for Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13and worked them ruthlessly.o 14They made their lives bitter with hard laborp in brickq and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.r

15The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives,s whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 16“When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.”t 17The midwives, however, fearedu God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do;v they let the boys live. 18Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?”

19The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.”w

20So God was kind to the midwivesx and the people increased and became even more numerous. 21And because the midwives fearedy God, he gave them familiesz of their own.

22Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every boy that is born[2] you must throw into the Nile,a but let every girl live.”b
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Exodus 1

Based on geography, historical evidence and Biblical references, the events recorded in Exodus occurred in Egypt and surrounding areas, places occupied and influenced by people of African descent.
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The Birth of Moses

Exodus 2

1Now a man of the house of Levia married a Levite woman,b 2and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a finec child, she hid him for three months.d 3But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyruse basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch.f Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reedsg along the bank of the Nile. 4His sisterh stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.

5Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank.i She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it. 6She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.

7Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”

8“Yes, go,” she answered. And the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She namedj him Moses,[3] saying, “I drewk him out of the water.”


Women of the Bible: Jochebed



Moses Flees to Midian

11One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own peoplel were and watched them at their hard labor.m He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. 12Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”n

14The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us?o Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.”

15When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to killp Moses, but Moses fledq from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian,r where he sat down by a well. 16Now a priest of Midians had seven daughters, and they came to draw watert and fill the troughsu to water their father’s flock. 17Some shepherds came along and drove them away, but Moses got up and came to their rescuev and watered their flock.w

18When the girls returned to Reuelx their father, he asked them, “Why have you returned so early today?”

19They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock.”

20“And where is he?” he asked his daughters. “Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat.”y

21Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporahz to Moses in marriage. 22Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom,[4]a saying, “I have become an alienb in a foreign land.”


Women of the Bible: Zipporah



23During that long period,c the king of Egypt died.d The Israelites groaned in their slaverye and cried out, and their cryf for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24God heard their groaning and he rememberedg his covenanth with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25So God looked on the Israelites and was concernedi about them.
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Exodus 2:1–10

Although her name is not mentioned, Pharaoh’s daughter (see vv. 5–10), an Egyptian, rescued Moses despite Pharaoh’s mandate that all Hebrew infant males be slaughtered. God used this princess to take in Moses so that he would be nurtured and educated in the courts of Egypt before he was appointed leader of the Hebrews.

Pharaoh’s daughter gave Moses an Egyptian name that in Hebrew means “to draw out” or “take out” because she “drew him out of the water” (v. 10). However, the name Mose in Egyptian etymology is a compound name usually combined with the name of an Egyptian deity.
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Exodus 2:16–22

While in Midian, Moses worked as a shepherd. There he met and married Zipporah, one of the daughters of Reuel (also called Jethro, see Ex 3:1; also, different translations refer to Hobab the Kenite as both Moses’ brother-in-law and father-in-law, see Nu 10:29; Jdg 4:11), a Midianite priest (see Ex 2:16–22). The Midianites were descendants of Abraham’s union with Keturah (see Ge 25:1–2; 1Ch 1:32; see also the African Presence note on Ge 25:1–2).

Later, Moses had a wife referred to as a Cushite (see Nu 12:1). A major question concerning Moses’ wife is her ethnic identity. Was she a Midianite? Was she a Cushite? Is Zipporah to be identified with the Cushite woman or did Moses have more than one wife? Arguments are advanced on both sides. On the one hand, some scholars claim the Cushite woman in Numbers 12 is to be identified with Zipporah on the basis of the parallelism between Cushan and Midian in Habakkuk 3:7. On the other hand, some scholars believe that the Cushite woman was a second wife. Due to the large numbers of Cushites, or Nubians, present in Egypt as both slaves and members of the royal household, the Cushite woman could have been among the mixed multitude that departed Egypt with the Israelites during the exodus. An alternative theory is that Moses’ Midianite wife in Exodus 2 represents one tradition and the Cushite wife in Numbers 12 represents a second tradition, similar to the differences in the names of Moses’ father-in-law (see paragraph above).
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Moses and the Burning Bush

Exodus 3

1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethroa his father-in-law, the priest of Midian,b and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb,c the mountaind of God. 2There the angel of the LORDe appeared to him in flames of firef from within a bush.g Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God calledh to him from within the bush,i “Moses! Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”j

5“Do not come any closer,”k God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”l 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”m At this, Moses hidn his face, because he was afraid to look at God.o

7The LORD said, “I have indeed seenp the miseryq of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concernedr about their suffering.s 8So I have come downt to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land,u a land flowing with milk and honeyv—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivitesw and Jebusites.x 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressingy them. 10So now, go. I am sendingz you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”a

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I,b that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

12And God said, “I will be with you.c And this will be the signd to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[5] will worship God on this mountain.e”

13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’f Then what shall I tell them?”

14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.[6] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AMg has sent me to you.’ ”

15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,[7] the God of your fathersh—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacobi—has sent me to you.’ This is my namej forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.k

16“Go, assemble the eldersl of Israel and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacobm—appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seenn what has been done to you in Egypt. 17And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypto into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk and honey.’p

18“The elders of Israel will listenq to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews,r has mets with us. Let us take a three-day journeyt into the desert to offer sacrificesu to the LORD our God.’ 19But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty handv compels him. 20So I will stretch out my handw and strike the Egyptians with all the wondersx that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.y

21“And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposedz toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed.a 22Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silverb and goldc and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will plunderd the Egyptians.”e




Signs for Moses

Exodus 4

1Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listena to me and say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you’?”

2Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

“A staff,”b he replied.

3The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.”

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake,c and he ran from it. 4Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 5“This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believed that the LORD, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”

6Then the LORD said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous,[8] like snow.e

7“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored,f like the rest of his flesh.

8Then the LORD said, “If they do not believeg you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign,h they may believe the second. 9But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become bloodi on the ground.”

10Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”j

11The LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute?k Who gives him sight or makes him blind?l Is it not I, the LORD? 12Now go;m I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”n

13But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”o

14Then the LORD’s anger burnedp against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meetq you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. 15You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth;r I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouths and as if you were God to him.t 17But take this staffu in your handv so you can perform miraculous signsw with it.”

Moses Returns to Egypt

18Then Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Let me go back to my own people in Egypt to see if any of them are still alive.”

Jethro said, “Go, and I wish you well.”

19Now the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to killx you are dead.y” 20So Moses took his wife and sons,z put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took the staffa of God in his hand.

21The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wondersb I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heartc so that he will not let the people go.d 22Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son,e 23and I told you, “Let my son go,f so he may worshipg me.” But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.’ ”h

24At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met [Moses][9] and was about to killi him. 25But Zipporahj took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskink and touched [Moses’] feet with it.[10] “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. 26So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom of blood,” referring to circumcision.)

27The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to meet Moses.” So he met Moses at the mountainl of God and kissedm him. 28Then Moses told Aaron everything the LORD had sent him to say, and also about all the miraculous signs he had commanded him to perform.

29Moses and Aaron brought together all the eldersn of the Israelites, 30and Aaron told them everything the LORD had said to Moses. He also performed the signso before the people, 31and they believed.p And when they heard that the LORD was concernedq about them and had seen their misery,r they bowed down and worshiped.s




Bricks Without Straw

Exodus 5

1Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go,a so that they may hold a festivalb to me in the desert.’ ”

2Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD,c that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.”d

3Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day journeye into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike us with plaguesf or with the sword.”

4But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their labor?g Get back to your work!” 5Then Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are now numerous,h and you are stopping them from working.”

6That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave driversi and foremen in charge of the people: 7“You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks;j let them go and gather their own straw. 8But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the quota.k They are lazy;l that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’m 9Make the work harder for the men so that they keep working and pay no attention to lies.”

10Then the slave driversn and the foremen went out and said to the people, “This is what Pharaoh says: ‘I will not give you any more straw. 11Go and get your own straw wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reducedo at all.’ ” 12So the people scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble to use for straw. 13The slave drivers kept pressing them, saying, “Complete the work required of you for each day, just as when you had straw.” 14The Israelite foremen appointed by Pharaoh’s slave drivers were beatenp and were asked, “Why didn’t you meet your quota of bricks yesterday or today, as before?”

15Then the Israelite foremen went and appealed to Pharaoh: “Why have you treated your servants this way? 16Your servants are given no straw, yet we are told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are being beaten, but the fault is with your own people.”

17Pharaoh said, “Lazy, that’s what you are—lazy!q That is why you keep saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ 18Now get to work.r You will not be given any straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks.”

19The Israelite foremen realized they were in trouble when they were told, “You are not to reduce the number of bricks required of you for each day.” 20When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them, 21and they said, “May the LORD look upon you and judges you! You have made us a stencht to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a swordu in their hand to kill us.”v

God Promises Deliverance

22Moses returned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this people?w Is this why you sent me? 23Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescuedx your people at all.”
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Exodus 5:1–5

Egypt played an important role in the Biblical narrative and especially in the story of Moses and the exodus. Closely associated with Egypt during this time was the ancient kingdom of Nubia. The exact geographic region is disputed; however, most scholars generally agree that the area of Nubia included the middle of the Nile from what is present-day southern Egypt and northern Sudan. Nubia is the Biblical “Cush,” which is often “Ethiopia” in the English Bible, following the Greek translation. Biblical “Ethiopia” is therefore not to be confused with present-day Ethiopia.

Nubia and Egypt shared a long history of interaction. At times Nubia was under Egyptian rule, allowing an intermingling of trade, resources and culture.
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Exodus 6

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty handa he will let them go;b because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.”c

2God also said to Moses, “I am the LORD.d 3I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty,[11]e but by my namef the LORD[12]g I did not make myself known to them.[13] 4I also established my covenanth with them to give them the landi of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.j 5Moreover, I have heard the groaningk of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.l

6“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.m I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeemn you with an outstretched armo and with mighty acts of judgment.p 7I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.q Then you will knowr that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8And I will bring you to the lands I sworet with uplifted handu to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.v I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.’ ”w
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Daughter,

I am whatever you need. Remember that I know exactly what you need and will always be your provider.

Your God and Father

Exodus 6:1–8
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9Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and cruel bondage.x

10Then the LORD said to Moses, 11“Go, telly Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his country.”z

12But Moses said to the LORD, “If the Israelites will not listena to me, why would Pharaoh listen to me, since I speak with faltering lips[14]?”b
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Dear Heavenly Father,

whose omniscience directs me, you have blessed me with gifts that remain unopened. Sometimes I’m so caught up in my daily routine that I lose sight of my God-honoring hopes and dreams. They seem so distant and unattainable. Help me each day to grow in the knowledge that I can trust you as I anticipate the fulfillment of your promises. In Jesus’ blessed name,

Amen.

Exodus 6:2–12
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Family Record of Moses and Aaron

13Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he commanded them to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.c

14These were the heads of their families[15]:d

The sons of Reubene the firstborn son of Israel were Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. These were the clans of Reuben.

15The sons of Simeonf were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. These were the clans of Simeon.

16These were the names of the sons of Levig according to their records: Gershon,h Kohath and Merari.i Levi lived 137 years.

17The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni and Shimei.j

18The sons of Kohathk were Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel.l Kohath lived 133 years.

19The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi.m

These were the clans of Levi according to their records.

20Amramn married his father’s sister Jochebed, who bore him Aaron and Moses.o Amram lived 137 years.

21The sons of Izharp were Korah, Nepheg and Zicri.

22The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphanq and Sithri.

23Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of Amminadabr and sister of Nahshon,s and she bore him Nadab and Abihu,t Eleazaru and Ithamar.v

24The sons of Korahw were Assir, Elkanah and Abiasaph. These were the Korahite clans.

25Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas.x

These were the heads of the Levite families, clan by clan.

26It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring the Israelites out of Egypty by their divisions.”z 27They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoha king of Egypt about bringing the Israelites out of Egypt. It was the same Moses and Aaron.b

Aaron to Speak for Moses

28Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, 29he said to him, “I am the LORD.c Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I tell you.”

30But Moses said to the LORD, “Since I speak with faltering lips,d why would Pharaoh listen to me?”
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Exodus 6:25

Aaron’s son Eleazar married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she gave birth to a son named Phinehas. Putiel in Hebrew literally means “my God is Put.” Put is the Hebrew word for Libya. The Hebrew name Phinehas means “the Nubian.” Marriage to Cushites in Moses’ family is a recurring theme (see Nu 12).
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Exodus 7

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like Goda to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet.b 2You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country. 3But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart,c and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wondersd in Egypt, 4he will not listene to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgmentf I will bring out my divisions,g my people the Israelites. 5And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORDh when I stretch out my handi against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.”

6Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commandedj them. 7Moses was eighty years oldk and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Aaron’s Staff Becomes a Snake

8The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9“When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,l’ then say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.”m

10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 11Pharaoh then summoned wise men and sorcerers,n and the Egyptian magicianso also did the same things by their secret arts:p 12Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13Yet Pharaoh’s heartq became hard and he would not listenr to them, just as the LORD had said.

The Plague of Blood

14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding;s he refuses to let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the water.t Wait on the bank of the Nileu to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was changed into a snake. 16Then say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worshipv me in the desert. But until now you have not listened.w 17This is what the LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD:x With the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into blood.y 18The fish in the Nile will die, and the river will stink;z the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.’ ”a

19The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staffb and stretch out your handc over the waters of Egypt—over the streams and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs’—and they will turn to blood. Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in the wooden buckets and stone jars.”

20Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded.d He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile,e and all the water was changed into blood.f 21The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water. Blood was everywhere in Egypt.

22But the Egyptian magiciansg did the same things by their secret arts,h and Pharaoh’s hearti became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. 23Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did not take even this to heart. 24And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile to get drinking waterj, because they could not drink the water of the river.

The Plague of Frogs

25Seven days passed after the LORD struck the Nile.




Exodus 8

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worshipa me. 2If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country with frogs.b 3The Nile will teem with frogs. They will come up into your palace and your bedroom and onto your bed, into the houses of your officials and on your people,c and into your ovens and kneading troughs.d 4The frogs will go up on you and your people and all your officials.’ ”

5Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staffe over the streams and canals and ponds, and make frogsf come up on the land of Egypt.’ ”

6So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogsg came up and covered the land. 7But the magicians did the same things by their secret arts;h they also made frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

8Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Prayi to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and my people, and I will let your people go to offer sacrificesj to the LORD.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “I leave to you the honor of setting the timek for me to pray for you and your officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain in the Nile.”

10“Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said.

Moses replied, “It will be as you say, so that you may know there is no one like the LORD our God.l 11The frogs will leave you and your houses, your officials and your people; they will remain only in the Nile.”

12After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the LORD about the frogs he had brought on Pharaoh. 13And the LORD did what Moses asked.m The frogs died in the houses, in the courtyards and in the fields. 14They were piled into heaps, and the land reeked of them. 15But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief,n he hardened his hearto and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

The Plague of Gnats

16Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staffp and strike the dust of the ground,’ and throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats.” 17They did this, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnatsq came upon men and animals. All the dust throughout the land of Egypt became gnats. 18But when the magiciansr tried to produce gnats by their secret arts,s they could not. And the gnats were on men and animals.

19The magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the fingert of God.” But Pharaoh’s heartu was hard and he would not listen,v just as the LORD had said.

The Plague of Flies

20Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morningw and confront Pharaoh as he goes to the water and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worshipx me. 21If you do not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you and your officials, on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies, and even the ground where they are.

22“ ‘But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen,y where my people live;z no swarms of flies will be there, so that you will knowa that I, the LORD, am in this land. 23I will make a distinction[16] between my people and your people.b This miraculous sign will occur tomorrow.’ ”

24And the LORD did this. Dense swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh’s palace and into the houses of his officials, and throughout Egypt the land was ruined by the flies.c

25Then Pharaoh summonedd Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God here in the land.”

26But Moses said, “That would not be right. The sacrifices we offer the LORD our God would be detestable to the Egyptians.e And if we offer sacrifices that are detestable in their eyes, will they not stone us? 27We must take a three-day journeyf into the desert to offer sacrificesg to the LORD our God, as he commands us.”

28Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to offer sacrifices to the LORD your God in the desert, but you must not go very far. Now prayh for me.”

29Moses answered, “As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the LORD, and tomorrow the flies will leave Pharaoh and his officials and his people. Only be sure that Pharaoh does not act deceitfullyi again by not letting the people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD.”

30Then Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD,j 31and the LORD did what Moses asked: The flies left Pharaoh and his officials and his people; not a fly remained. 32But this time also Pharaoh hardened his heartk and would not let the people go.




The Plague on Livestock

Exodus 9

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go, so that they may worshipa me.” 2If you refuse to let them go and continue to hold them back, 3the handb of the LORD will bring a terrible plaguec on your livestock in the field—on your horses and donkeys and camels and on your cattle and sheep and goats. 4But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and that of Egypt,d so that no animal belonging to the Israelites will die.’ ”

5The LORD set a time and said, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this in the land.” 6And the next day the LORD did it: All the livestocke of the Egyptians died,f but not one animal belonging to the Israelites died. 7Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. Yet his heartg was unyielding and he would not let the people go.h

The Plague of Boils

8Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses toss it into the air in the presence of Pharaoh. 9It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt, and festering boilsi will break out on men and animals throughout the land.”

10So they took soot from a furnace and stood before Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and festering boils broke out on men and animals. 11The magiciansj could not stand before Moses because of the boils that were on them and on all the Egyptians. 12But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heartk and he would not listenl to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said to Moses.

The Plague of Hail

13Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worshipm me, 14or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, so you may known that there is no one likeo me in all the earth. 15For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your peoplep with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. 16But I have raised you up[17] for this very purpose,q that I might show you my powerr and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. 17You still set yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18Therefore, at this time tomorrow I will send the worst hailstorms that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the day it was founded till now.t 19Give an order now to bring your livestock and everything you have in the field to a place of shelter, because the hail will fall on every man and animal that has not been brought in and is still out in the field, and they will die.’ ”

20Those officials of Pharaoh who fearedu the word of the LORD hurried to bring their slaves and their livestock inside. 21But those who ignoredv the word of the LORD left their slaves and livestock in the field.

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that hail will fall all over Egypt—on men and animals and on everything growing in the fields of Egypt.” 23When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, the LORD sent thunderw and hail,x and lightning flashed down to the ground. So the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt; 24hail fell and lightning flashed back and forth. It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation.y 25Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in the fields—both men and animals; it beat down everything growing in the fields and stripped every tree.z 26The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen,a where the Israelites were.b

27Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have sinned,”c he said to them. “The LORD is in the right,d and I and my people are in the wrong. 28Praye to the LORD, for we have had enough thunder and hail. I will let you go;f you don’t have to stay any longer.”

29Moses replied, “When I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my handsg in prayer to the LORD. The thunder will stop and there will be no more hail, so you may know that the earthh is the LORD’s. 30But I know that you and your officials still do not feari the LORD God.”

31(The flax and barleyj were destroyed, since the barley had headed and the flax was in bloom. 32The wheat and spelt,k however, were not destroyed, because they ripen later.)

33Then Moses left Pharaoh and went out of the city. He spread out his hands toward the LORD; the thunder and hail stopped, and the rain no longer poured down on the land. 34When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and thunder had stopped, he sinned again: He and his officials hardened their hearts. 35So Pharaoh’s heartl was hard and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the LORD had said through Moses.




The Plague of Locusts

Exodus 10

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his hearta and the hearts of his officials so that I may perform these miraculous signsb of mine among them 2that you may tell your childrenc and grandchildren how I dealt harshlyd with the Egyptians and how I performed my signs among them, and that you may know that I am the LORD.”e

3So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to humblef yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 4If you refuseg to let them go, I will bring locustsh into your country tomorrow. 5They will cover the face of the ground so that it cannot be seen. They will devour what little you have lefti after the hail, including every tree that is growing in your fields.j 6They will fill your housesk and those of all your officials and all the Egyptians—something neither your fathers nor your forefathers have ever seen from the day they settled in this land till now.’ ”l Then Moses turned and left Pharaoh.

7Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will this man be a snarem to us? Let the people go, so that they may worship the LORD their God. Do you not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?”n

8Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. “Go, worshipo the LORD your God,” he said. “But just who will be going?”

9Moses answered, “We will go with our young and old, with our sons and daughters, and with our flocks and herds, because we are to celebrate a festivalp to the LORD.”

10Pharaoh said, “The LORD be with you—if I let you go, along with your women and children! Clearly you are bent on evil.[18] 11No! Have only the men go; and worship the LORD, since that’s what you have been asking for.” Then Moses and Aaron were driven out of Pharaoh’s presence.

12And the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your handq over Egypt so that locusts will swarm over the land and devour everything growing in the fields, everything left by the hail.”

13So Moses stretched out his staffr over Egypt, and the LORD made an east wind blow across the land all that day and all that night. By morning the wind had brought the locusts;s 14they invaded all Egypt and settled down in every area of the country in great numbers. Never before had there been such a plague of locusts,t nor will there ever be again. 15They covered all the ground until it was black. They devouredu all that was left after the hail—everything growing in the fields and the fruit on the trees. Nothing green remained on tree or plant in all the land of Egypt.

16Pharaoh quickly summonedv Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinnedw against the LORD your God and against you. 17Now forgivex my sin once more and prayy to the LORD your God to take this deadly plague away from me.”

18Moses then left Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD.z 19And the LORD changed the wind to a very strong west wind, which caught up the locusts and carried them into the Red Sea.[19] Not a locust was left anywhere in Egypt. 20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart,a and he would not let the Israelites go.

The Plague of Darkness

21Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that darknessb will spread over Egypt—darkness that can be felt.” 22So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darknessc covered all Egypt for three days. 23No one could see anyone else or leave his place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they lived.d

24Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go,e worship the LORD. Even your women and childrenf may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind.”g

25But Moses said, “You must allow us to have sacrifices and burnt offeringsh to present to the LORD our God. 26Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some of them in worshiping the LORD our God, and until we get there we will not know what we are to use to worship the LORD.”

27But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart,i and he was not willing to let them go. 28Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not appear before me again! The day you see my face you will die.”

29“Just as you say,” Moses replied, “I will never appearj before you again.”




The Plague on the Firstborn

Exodus 11

1Now the LORD had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you goa from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely.b 2Tell the people that men and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.”c 3(The LORD made the Egyptians favorably disposedd toward the people, and Moses himself was highly regardede in Egypt by Pharaoh’s officials and by the people.)

4So Moses said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnightf I will go throughout Egypt.g 5Every firstbornh son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill,i and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. 6There will be loud wailingj throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. 7But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.’ Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinctionk between Egypt and Israel. 8All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go,l you and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will leave.”m Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

9The LORD had said to Moses, “Pharaoh will refuse to listenn to you—so that my wonderso may be multiplied in Egypt.” 10Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart,p and he would not let the Israelites go out of his country.




The Passover

12:14–20pp — Lev 23:4–8; Nu 28:16–25; Dt 16:1–8

Exodus 12

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2“This month is to be for you the first month,a the first month of your year. 3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb[20]b for his family, one for each household.c 4If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect,d and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month,e when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.f 7Then they are to take some of the bloodg and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8That same nighth they are to eat the meat roastedi over the fire, along with bitter herbs,j and bread made without yeast.k 9Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts.l 10Do not leave any of it till morning;m if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste;n it is the LORD’s Passover.o

12“On that same night I will pass throughp Egypt and strike downq every firstbornr—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the godss of Egypt. I am the LORD.t 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass overu you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.v

14“This is a day you are to commemorate;w for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance.x 15For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast.y On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut offz from Israel. 16On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no worka at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat—that is all you may do.

17“Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread,b because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt.c Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come.d 18In the first monthe you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut offf from the community of Israel, whether he is an alieng or native-born. 20Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live,h you must eat unleavened bread.”i

21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passoverj lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop,k dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the bloodl on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 23When the LORD goes through the land to strikem down the Egyptians, he will see the bloodn on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass overo that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyerp to enter your houses and strike you down.

24“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinanceq for you and your descendants. 25When you enter the landr that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26And when your childrens ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27then tell them, ‘It is the Passovert sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ”u Then the people bowed down and worshiped.v 28The Israelites did just what the LORD commandedw Moses and Aaron.

29At midnightx the LORDy struck down all the firstbornz in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestocka as well. 30Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailingb in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.

The Exodus

31During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worshipc the LORD as you have requested. 32Take your flocks and herds,d as you have said, and go. And also blesse me.”

33The Egyptians urged the people to hurryf and leaveg the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!”h 34So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughsi wrapped in clothing. 35The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and goldj and for clothing.k 36The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposedl toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plunderedm the Egyptians.

37The Israelites journeyed from Ramesesn to Succoth.o There were about six hundred thousand menp on foot, besides women and children. 38Many other peopleq went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39With the dough they had brought from Egypt, they baked cakes of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven outr of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.

40Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt[21] was 430 years.s 41At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD’s divisionst left Egypt.u 42Because the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to honor the LORD for the generations to come.v

Passover Restrictions

43The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover:w

“No foreignerx is to eat of it. 44Any slave you have bought may eat of it after you have circumcisedy him, 45but a temporary resident and a hired workerz may not eat of it.

46“It must be eaten inside one house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the bones.a 47The whole community of Israel must celebrate it.

48“An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the LORD’s Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land.b No uncircumcisedc male may eat of it. 49The same law applies to the native-born and to the aliend living among you.”

50All the Israelites did just what the LORD had commandede Moses and Aaron. 51And on that very day the LORD brought the Israelites out of Egyptf by their divisions.g




Consecration of the Firstborn

Exodus 13

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me every firstborn male.a The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal.”

3Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt,b out of the land of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand.c Eat nothing containing yeast.d 4Today, in the month of Abib,e you are leaving. 5When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites,f Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusitesg—the land he swore to your forefathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honeyh—you are to observe this ceremonyi in this month: 6For seven days eat bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a festivalj to the LORD. 7Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders. 8On that day tell your son,k ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ 9This observance will be for you like a sign on your handl and a reminder on your foreheadm that the law of the LORD is to be on your lips. For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand.n 10You must keep this ordinanceo at the appointed timep year after year.

11“After the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanitesq and gives it to you, as he promised on oathr to you and your forefathers,s 12you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD.t 13Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey,u but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.v Redeemw every firstborn among your sons.x

14“In days to come, when your sony asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.z 15When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed every firstborn in Egypt, both man and animal. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’a 16And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your foreheadb that the LORD brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.”

Crossing the Sea

17When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.”c 18So God ledd the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.[22] The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle.e

19Moses took the bones of Josephf with him because Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this place.”[23]g

20After leaving Succothh they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert.i 21By day the LORD went aheadj of them in a pillar of cloudk to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night leftl its place in front of the people.




Exodus 14

1Then the LORD said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdola and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.b 3Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 4And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart,c and he will pursue them.d But I will gain glorye for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”f So the Israelites did this.

5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,g Pharaoh and his officials changed their mindsh about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!” 6So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 7He took six hundred of the best chariots,i along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8The LORD hardened the heartj of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly.k 9The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horsesl and chariots, horsemen[24] and troopsm—pursued the Israelites and overtookn them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.o

10As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and criedp out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die?q What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”r

13Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid.s Stand firm and you will seet the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never seeu again. 14The LORD will fightv for you; you need only to be still.”w

15Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?x Tell the Israelites to move on. 16Raise your staffy and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the waterz so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17I will harden the heartsa of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them.b And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18The Egyptians will know that I am the LORDc when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”

19Then the angel of God,d who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloude also moved from in front and stood behindf them, 20coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darknessg to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.

21Then Moses stretched out his handh over the sea,i and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east windj and turned it into dry land.k The waters were divided,l 22and the Israelites went through the seam on dry ground,n with a wallo of water on their right and on their left.

23The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemenp followed them into the sea. 24During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloudq at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion.r 25He made the wheels of their chariots come off[25] so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fightings for them against Egypt.”t

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place.u The Egyptians were fleeing toward[26] it, and the LORD swept them into the sea.v 28The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea.w Not one of them survived.x

29But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground,y with a wallz of water on their right and on their left. 30That day the LORD saveda Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31And when the Israelites saw the great powerb the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people fearedc the LORD and put their trustd in him and in Moses his servant.
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Lord,

open my eyes. Let me see your hosts, your chariots of fire, your horses and your provision for me and my life. I believe that you love me enough to deliver me from all my enemies—or to keep me secure in the midst of trouble—if that is part of your master plan. Lord, please help me to trust you more. In the precious name of Jesus, my example,

Amen.

Exodus 14:29–31

[image: ]








The Song of Moses and Miriam

Exodus 15

1Then Moses and the Israelites sang this songa to the LORD:

“I will singb to the LORD,

for he is highly exalted.

The horse and its riderc

he has hurled into the sea.d

2The LORD is my strengthe and my song;

he has become my salvation.f

He is my God,g and I will praise him,

my father’s God, and I will exalth him.

3The LORD is a warrior;i

the LORD is his name.j

4Pharaoh’s chariots and his armyk

he has hurled into the sea.

The best of Pharaoh’s officers

are drowned in the Red Sea.[27]

5The deep watersl have covered them;

they sank to the depths like a stone.m

6“Your right hand,n O LORD,

was majestic in power.

Your right hand,o O LORD,

shatteredp the enemy.

7In the greatness of your majestyq

you threw down those who opposed you.

You unleashed your burning anger;r

it consumeds them like stubble.

8By the blast of your nostrilst

the waters piled up.u

The surging waters stood firm like a wall;v

the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea.w

9“The enemy boasted,

‘I will pursue,x I will overtake them.

I will divide the spoils;y

I will gorge myself on them.

I will draw my sword

and my hand will destroy them.’

10But you blew with your breath,z

and the sea covered them.

They sank like lead

in the mighty waters.a

11“Who among the gods is like you,b O LORD?

Who is like you—

majestic in holiness,c

awesome in glory,d

working wonders?e

12You stretched outf your right hand

and the earth swallowed them.g

13“In your unfailing love you will leadh

the people you have redeemed.i

In your strength you will guide them

to your holy dwelling.j

14The nations will hear and tremble;k

anguishl will grip the people of Philistia.m

15The chiefsn of Edomo will be terrified,

the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling,p

the people[28] of Canaan will meltq away;

16terrorr and dread will fall upon them.

By the power of your arm

they will be as still as a stones—

until your people pass by, O LORD,

until the people you bought[29]t pass by.u

17You will bringv them in and plantw them

on the mountainx of your inheritance—

the place, O LORD, you made for your dwelling,y

the sanctuary,z O Lord, your hands established.

18The LORD will reign

for ever and ever.”a

19When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen[30] went into the sea,b the LORD brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.c 20Then Miriamd the prophetess,e Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourinesf and dancing.g 21Miriam sangh to them:


Inspire: Dance, Sisters, Dance



“Sing to the LORD,

for he is highly exalted.

The horse and its rideri

he has hurled into the sea.”j

The Waters of Marah and Elim

22Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desertk of Shur.l For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water.m 23When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.[31]n) 24So the people grumbledo against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”p

25Then Moses cried outq to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threwr it into the water, and the water became sweet.

There the LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he testeds them. 26He said, “If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keept all his decrees,u I will not bring on you any of the diseasesv I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who healsw you.”

27Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they campedx there near the water.
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Exodus 15:20

Miriam—Aaron and Moses’ sister—is described here as a prophetess. Of note is Miriam’s Egyptian connection. Not only was Miriam a resident alien of Egypt, but her name is Egyptian. The exact etymology is undetermined, but the first three letters appear to be derived from an Egyptian root word for “love” or “beloved” that is often combined with the name of a deity.
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Manna and Quail

Exodus 16

1The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin,a which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt.b 2In the desert the whole community grumbledc against Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt!d There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the foode we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”f

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaveng for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will testh them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 5On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twicei as much as they gather on the other days.”

6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who brought you out of Egypt,j 7and in the morning you will see the gloryk of the LORD, because he has heard your grumblingl against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?”m 8Moses also said, “You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumblingn against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.”o

9Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’ ”

10While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the gloryp of the LORD appearing in the cloud.q

11The LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumblingr of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’ ”s

13That evening quailt came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dewu around the camp. 14When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frostv on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not knoww what it was.

Moses said to them, “It is the breadx the LORD has given you to eat. 16This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Each one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an omer[32]y for each person you have in your tent.’ ”

17The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.z Each one gathered as much as he needed.

19Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.”a

20However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell.b So Moses was angryc with them.

21Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. 22On the sixth day, they gathered twiced as much—two omers[33] for each person—and the leaders of the communitye came and reported this to Moses. 23He said to them, “This is what the LORD commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a holy Sabbathf to the LORD. So bake what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until morning.’ ”

24So they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it. 25“Eat it today,” Moses said, “because today is a Sabbath to the LORD. You will not find any of it on the ground today. 26Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath,g there will not be any.”

27Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 28Then the LORD said to Moses, “How long will you[34] refuse to keep my commandsh and my instructions? 29Bear in mind that the LORD has given you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where he is on the seventh day; no one is to go out.” 30So the people rested on the seventh day.

31The people of Israel called the bread manna.[35]i It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey. 32Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out of Egypt.’ ”

33So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put an omer of mannaj in it. Then place it before the LORD to be kept for the generations to come.”

34As the LORD commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna in front of the Testimony,k that it might be kept. 35The Israelites ate mannal forty years,m until they came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan.n

36(An omero is one tenth of an ephah.)p




Water From the Rock

Exodus 17

1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin,a traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim,b but there was no waterc for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us waterd to drink.”e

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”f

3But the people were thirstyg for water there, and they grumbledh against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock diei of thirst?”

4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stonej me.”

5The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staffk with which you struck the Nile,l and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb.m Striken the rock, and watero will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah[36]p and Meribah[37]q because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The Amalekites Defeated

8The Amalekitesr came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.s 9Moses said to Joshua,t “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staffu of God in my hands.”

10So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hurv went to the top of the hill. 11As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning,w but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset.x 13So Joshua overcame the Amalekitey army with the sword.

14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Writez this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot outa the memory of Amalekb from under heaven.”

15Moses built an altarc and calledd it The LORD is my Banner. 16He said, “For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. The[38] LORD will be at war against the Amalekitese from generation to generation.”f




Jethro Visits Moses

Exodus 18

1Now Jethro,a the priest of Midianb and father-in-law of Moses, heard of everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.c

2After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah,d his father-in-law Jethro received her 3and her two sons.e One son was named Gershom,[39] for Moses said, “I have become an alien in a foreign land”;f 4and the other was named Eliezer,[40]g for he said, “My father’s God was my helper;h he saved me from the sword of Pharaoh.”

5Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountaini of God. 6Jethro had sent word to him, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons.”

7So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed downj and kissedk him. They greeted each other and then went into the tent. 8Moses told his father-in-law about everything the LORD had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake and about all the hardshipsl they had met along the way and how the LORD had savedm them.

9Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good thingsn the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. 10He said, “Praise be to the LORD,o who rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians. 11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all other gods,p for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.”q 12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,r brought a burnt offerings and other sacrificest to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat breadu with Moses’ father-in-law in the presencev of God.

13The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. 14When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?”

15Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will.w 16Whenever they have a dispute,x it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and laws.”y

17Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. 18You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone.z 19Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you.a You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their disputesb to him. 20Teach them the decrees and laws,c and show them the way to lived and the duties they are to perform.e 21But select capable menf from all the people—men who fearg God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gainh—and appoint them as officialsi over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult casej to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will sharek it with you. 23If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.”

24Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leadersl of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.m 26They served as judgesn for the people at all times. The difficult caseso they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves.p



[image: ]

Dear God,

I have gotten so caught up in doing that I am no longer truly being. I know that means that I can’t be what you want me to be. Please teach me temperance and restore balance to my life. Show me how to yoke up with you, for your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Thank you, Jesus, my brother and companion!

Amen.

Exodus 18:17–24
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27Then Moses sent his father-in-law on his way, and Jethro returned to his own country.q
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Exodus 18:1

Jethro, father of Zipporah, mentored Moses and advised him to appoint officials to ease his workload. Moses was then able to delegate the people’s numerous complaints. Jethro, as a wise man of African-Asiatic descent, assisted Moses in his difficult task.
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At Mount Sinai

Exodus 19

1In the third month after the Israelites left Egypta—on the very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai.b 2After they set out from Rephidim,c they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.d

3Then Moses went up to God,e and the LORD calledf to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt,g and how I carried you on eagles’ wingsh and brought you to myself.i 5Now if you obey me fullyj and keep my covenant,k then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.l Although the whole earthm is mine, 6you[41] will be for me a kingdom of priestsn and a holy nation.’o These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

7So Moses went back and summoned the eldersp of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak.q 8The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.”r So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

9The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud,s so that the people will hear me speakingt with you and will always put their trustu in you.” Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said.

10And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecratev them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothesw 11and be ready by the third day,x because on that day the LORD will come downy on Mount Sinaiz in the sight of all the people. 12Put limitsa for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13He shall surely be stonedb or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s hornc sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.”d

14After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes.e 15Then he said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstainf from sexual relations.”

16On the morning of the third day there was thunderg and lightning, with a thick cloudh over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast.i Everyone in the camp trembled.j 17Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.k 18Mount Sinai was covered with smoke,l because the LORD descended on it in fire.m The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace,n the whole mountain[42] trembledo violently, 19and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voicep of God answeredq him.[43]

20The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinair and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21and the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to sees the LORD and many of them perish.t 22Even the priests, who approachu the LORD, must consecratev themselves, or the LORD will break out against them.”w

23Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai,x because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limitsy around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ ”

24The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaronz up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against them.”a

25So Moses went down to the people and told them.




The Ten Commandments

20:1–17pp — Dt 5:6–21

Exodus 20

1And God spokea all these words:b

2“I am the LORD your God,c who brought you outd of Egypt,e out of the land of slavery.f

3“You shall have no other gods before[44] me.g

4“You shall not make for yourself an idolh in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worshipi them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,j punishing the children for the sin of the fathersk to the third and fourth generationl of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousandm [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments.

7“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.n

8“Remember the Sabbatho day by keeping it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work,p 10but the seventh day is a Sabbathq to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,r the sea, and all that is in them, but he resteds on the seventh day.t Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12“Honor your father and your mother,u so that you may live longv in the landw the LORD your God is giving you.

13“You shall not murder.x

14“You shall not commit adultery.y

15“You shall not steal.z

16“You shall not give false testimonya against your neighbor.b

17“You shall not covetc your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
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My child,

I give you guidelines and commandments for a reason. I know what lies ahead, so trust me and do what I say. I would never lead you astray.

In changeless love,

God

Exodus 20:1–17
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18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpetd and saw the mountain in smoke,e they trembled with fear.f They stayed at a distance 19and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speakg to us or we will die.”h

20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.i God has come to testj you, so that the feark of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”l

21The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darknessm where God was.

Idols and Altars

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven:n 23Do not make any gods to be alongside me;o do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.p

24“ ‘Make an altarq of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offeringsr and fellowship offerings,[45] your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my names to be honored, I will come to you and blesst you. 25If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a toolu on it. 26And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakednessv be exposed on it.’




Exodus 21

1“These are the lawsa you are to set before them:

Hebrew Servants

21:2–6pp — Dt 15:12–18

21:2–11Ref — Lev 25:39–55

2“If you buy a Hebrew servant,b he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free,c without paying anything. 3If he comes alone, he is to go free alone; but if he has a wife when he comes, she is to go with him. 4If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the woman and her children shall belong to her master, and only the man shall go free.

5“But if the servant declares, ‘I love my master and my wife and children and do not want to go free,’d 6then his master must take him before the judges.[46]e He shall take him to the door or the doorpost and piercef his ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life.g

7“If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is not to go free as menservants do. 8If she does not please the master who has selected her for himself,[47] he must let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to foreigners, because he has broken faith with her. 9If he selects her for his son, he must grant her the rights of a daughter. 10If he marries another woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food, clothing and marital rights.h 11If he does not provide her with these three things, she is to go free, without any payment of money.

Personal Injuries

12“Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death.i 13However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a placej I will designate. 14But if a man schemes and kills another man deliberately,k take him away from my altar and put him to death.l

15“Anyone who attacks[48] his father or his mother must be put to death.

16“Anyone who kidnaps another and either sellsm him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death.n

17“Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.o

18“If men quarrel and one hits the other with a stone or with his fist[49] and he does not die but is confined to bed, 19the one who struck the blow will not be held responsible if the other gets up and walks around outside with his staff; however, he must pay the injured man for the loss of his time and see that he is completely healed.

20“If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, 21but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his property.p

22“If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely[50] but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demandsq and the court allows. 23But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life,r 24eye for eye, tooth for tooth,s hand for hand, foot for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.

26“If a man hits a manservant or maidservant in the eye and destroys it, he must let the servant go free to compensate for the eye. 27And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant or maidservant, he must let the servant go free to compensate for the tooth.

28“If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the bull must be stoned to death,t and its meat must not be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not be held responsible. 29If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but has not kept it penned upu and it kills a man or woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner also must be put to death. 30However, if payment is demanded of him, he may redeem his life by paying whatever is demanded.v 31This law also applies if the bull gores a son or daughter. 32If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels[51]w of silver to the master of the slave, and the bull must be stoned.

33“If a man uncovers a pitx or digs one and fails to cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34the owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he must pay its owner, and the dead animal will be his.

35“If a man’s bull injures the bull of another and it dies, they are to sell the live one and divide both the money and the dead animal equally. 36However, if it was known that the bull had the habit of goring, yet the owner did not keep it penned up,y the owner must pay, animal for animal, and the dead animal will be his.




Protection of Property

Exodus 22

1“If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must pay backa five head of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep.

2“If a thief is caught breaking inb and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed;c 3but if it happens[52] after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed.

“A thief must certainly make restitution,d but if he has nothing, he must be solde to pay for his theft.

4“If the stolen animal is found alive in his possessionf—whether ox or donkey or sheep—he must pay back double.g

5“If a man grazes his livestock in a field or vineyard and lets them stray and they graze in another man’s field, he must make restitutionh from the best of his own field or vineyard.

6“If a fire breaks out and spreads into thornbushes so that it burns shocksi of grain or standing grain or the whole field, the one who started the fire must make restitution.j

7“If a man gives his neighbor silver or goods for safekeepingk and they are stolen from the neighbor’s house, the thief, if he is caught, must pay back double.l 8But if the thief is not found, the owner of the house must appear before the judges[53]m to determine whether he has laid his hands on the other man’s property. 9In all cases of illegal possession of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any other lost property about which somebody says, ‘This is mine,’ both parties are to bring their cases before the judges.n The one whom the judges declare[54] guilty must pay back double to his neighbor.

10“If a man gives a donkey, an ox, a sheep or any other animal to his neighbor for safekeepingo and it dies or is injured or is taken away while no one is looking, 11the issue between them will be settled by the taking of an oathp before the LORD that the neighbor did not lay hands on the other person’s property. The owner is to accept this, and no restitution is required. 12But if the animal was stolen from the neighbor, he must make restitutionq to the owner. 13If it was torn to pieces by a wild animal, he shall bring in the remains as evidence and he will not be required to pay for the torn animal.r

14“If a man borrows an animal from his neighbor and it is injured or dies while the owner is not present, he must make restitution.s 15But if the owner is with the animal, the borrower will not have to pay. If the animal was hired, the money paid for the hire covers the loss.t

Social Responsibility

16“If a man seduces a virginu who is not pledged to be married and sleeps with her, he must pay the bride-price,v and she shall be his wife. 17If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he must still pay the bride-price for virgins.

18“Do not allow a sorceressw to live.

19“Anyone who has sexual relations with an animalx must be put to death.

20“Whoever sacrifices to any gody other than the LORD must be destroyed.[55]z

21“Do not mistreat an aliena or oppress him, for you were aliensb in Egypt.

22“Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan.c 23If you do and they cry outd to me, I will certainly hear their cry.e 24My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; your wives will become widows and your children fatherless.f

25“If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender; charge him no interest.[56]g 26If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge,h return it to him by sunset, 27because his cloak is the only covering he has for his body. What else will he sleep in?i When he cries out to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.j

28“Do not blaspheme God[57]k or cursel the ruler of your people.m

29“Do not hold back offeringsn from your granaries or your vats.[58]

“You must give me the firstborn of your sons.o 30Do the same with your cattle and your sheep.p Let them stay with their mothers for seven days, but give them to me on the eighth day.q

31“You are to be my holy people.r So do not eat the meat of an animal torn by wild beasts;s throw it to the dogs.




Laws of Justice and Mercy

Exodus 23

1“Do not spread false reports.a Do not help a wicked man by being a malicious witness.b

2“Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not pervert justicec by siding with the crowd,d 3and do not show favoritisme to a poor man in his lawsuit.

4“If you come across your enemy’sf ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to take it back to him.g 5If you see the donkeyh of someone who hates you fallen down under its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help him with it.

6“Do not deny justicei to your poor people in their lawsuits. 7Have nothing to do with a false chargej and do not put an innocentk or honest person to death,l for I will not acquit the guilty.m

8“Do not accept a bribe,n for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the righteous.

9“Do not oppress an alien;o you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, because you were aliens in Egypt.

Sabbath Laws

10“For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, 11but during the seventh year let the land lie unplowed and unused.p Then the poor among your people may get food from it, and the wild animals may eat what they leave. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove.

12“Six days do your work,q but on the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and your donkey may rest and the slave born in your household, and the alien as well, may be refreshed.r

13“Be carefuls to do everything I have said to you. Do not invoke the names of other gods;t do not let them be heard on your lips.u

The Three Annual Festivals

14“Three timesv a year you are to celebrate a festival to me.

15“Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread;w for seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib,x for in that month you came out of Egypt.

“No one is to appear before me empty-handed.y

16“Celebrate the Feast of Harvestz with the firstfruitsa of the crops you sow in your field.

“Celebrate the Feast of Ingatheringb at the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.c

17“Three timesd a year all the men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD.

18“Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast.e

“The fat of my festival offerings must not be kept until morning.f

19“Bring the best of the firstfruitsg of your soil to the house of the LORD your God.

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.h

God’s Angel to Prepare the Way

20“See, I am sending an angeli ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have prepared.j 21Pay attention to him and listenk to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgivel your rebellion,m since my Namen is in him. 22If you listen carefully to what he says and doo all that I say, I will be an enemyp to your enemies and will oppose those who oppose you. 23My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites,q and I will wipe them out. 24Do not bow down before their gods or worshipr them or follow their practices.s You must demolisht them and break their sacred stonesu to pieces. 25Worship the LORD your God,v and his blessingw will be on your food and water. I will take away sicknessx from among you, 26and none will miscarry or be barreny in your land. I will give you a full life span.z

27“I will send my terrora ahead of you and throw into confusionb every nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run.c 28I will send the hornetd ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittitese out of your way. 29But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the wild animalsf too numerous for you. 30Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possessiong of the land.

31“I will establish your borders from the Red Sea[59] to the Sea of the Philistines,[60] and from the desert to the River.[61]h I will hand over to you the people who live in the land and you will drive them outi before you. 32Do not make a covenantj with them or with their gods. 33Do not let them live in your land, or they will cause you to sin against me, because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snarek to you.”




The Covenant Confirmed

Exodus 24

1Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron,a Nadab and Abihu,b and seventy of the eldersc of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2but Moses alone is to approachd the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him.”

3When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws,e they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.”f 4Moses then wroteg down everything the LORD had said.

He got up early the next morning and built an altarh at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillarsi representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offeringsj and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings[62]k to the LORD. 6Mosesl took half of the bloodm and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkledn on the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenanto and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”p

8Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the peopleq and said, “This is the blood of the covenantr that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elderss of Israel went up 10and sawt the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire,[63]u clear as the skyv itself. 11But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saww God, and they ate and drank.x

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone,y with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”

13Then Moses set out with Joshuaz his aide, and Moses went up on the mountaina of God. 14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hurb are with you, and anyone involved in a disputec can go to them.”

15When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloudd covered it, 16and the glorye of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai.f For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud.g 17To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fireh on top of the mountain. 18Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain fortyi days and forty nights.j




Offerings for the Tabernacle

25:1–7pp — Ex 35:4–9

Exodus 25

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart promptsa him to give. 3These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4blue, purple and scarlet yarnb and fine linen; goat hair; 5ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows[64];c acacia wood;d 6olive oile for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense;f 7and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephodg and breastpiece.h

8“Then have them make a sanctuaryi for me, and I will dwellj among them. 9Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the patternk I will show you.

The Ark

25:10–20pp — Ex 37:1–9

10“Have them make a chestl of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.[65] 11Overlaym it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it. 12Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two ringsn on one side and two rings on the other. 13Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.o 14Insert the polesp into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it. 15The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed.q 16Then put in the ark the Testimony,r which I will give you.

17“Make an atonement cover[66]s of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.[67] 18And make two cherubimt out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 19Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 20The cherubimu are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowingv the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. 21Place the cover on top of the arkw and put in the ark the Testimony,x which I will give you. 22There, above the cover between the two cherubimy that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meetz with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.a

The Table

25:23–29pp — Ex 37:10–16

23“Make a tableb of acacia wood—two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high.[68] 24Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding around it. 25Also make around it a rim a handbreadth[69] wide and put a gold molding on the rim. 26Make four gold rings for the table and fasten them to the four corners, where the four legs are. 27The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the table. 28Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with goldc and carry the table with them. 29And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of offerings.d 30Put the bread of the Presencee on this table to be before me at all times.

The Lampstand

25:31–39pp — Ex 37:17–24

31“Make a lampstandf of pure gold and hammer it out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. 32Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the other. 33Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the lampstand. 34And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms. 35One bud shall be under the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six branches in all. 36The buds and branches shall all be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.g

37“Then make its seven lampsh and set them up on it so that they light the space in front of it. 38Its wick trimmers and traysi are to be of pure gold. 39A talent[70] of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand and all these accessories. 40See that you make them according to the patternj shown you on the mountain.




The Tabernacle

26:1–37pp — Ex 36:8–38

Exodus 26

1“Make the tabernaclea with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubimb worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 2All the curtains are to be the same sizec—twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide.[71] 3Join five of the curtains together, and do the same with the other five. 4Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and do the same with the end curtain in the other set. 5Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 6Then make fifty gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains together so that the tabernacle is a unit.d

7“Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle—eleven altogether. 8All eleven curtains are to be the same sizee—thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.[72] 9Join five of the curtains together into one set and the other six into another set. Fold the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent. 10Make fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 11Then make fifty bronze clasps and put them in the loops to fasten the tent together as a unit.f 12As for the additional length of the tent curtains, the half curtain that is left over is to hang down at the rear of the tabernacle. 13The tent curtains will be a cubit[73] longer on both sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the tabernacle so as to cover it. 14Make for the tent a coveringg of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.[74]h

15“Make upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 16Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide,[75] 17with two projections set parallel to each other. Make all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 18Make twenty frames for the south side of the tabernacle 19and make forty silver basesi to go under them—two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 20For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty frames 21and forty silver basesj—two under each frame. 22Make six frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 23and make two frames for the corners at the far end. 24At these two corners they must be double from the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted into a single ring; both shall be like that. 25So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases—two under each frame.

26“Also make crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 27five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 28The center crossbar is to extend from end to end at the middle of the frames. 29Overlay the frames with gold and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. Also overlay the crossbars with gold.

30“Set up the tabernaclek according to the planl shown you on the mountain.

31“Make a curtainm of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubimn worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 32Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases.o 33Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain.p The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.q 34Put the atonement coverr on the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place. 35Place the tables outside the curtain on the north side of the tabernacle and put the lampstandt opposite it on the south side.

36“For the entrance to the tent make a curtainu of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of an embroiderer.v 37Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast five bronze bases for them.




The Altar of Burnt Offering

27:1–8pp — Ex 38:1–7

Exodus 27

1“Build an altara of acacia wood, three cubits[76] high; it is to be square, five cubits long and five cubits wide.[77] 2Make a hornb at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze. 3Make all its utensils of bronze—its pots to remove the ashes, and its shovels, sprinkling bowls,c meat forks and firepans.d 4Make a grating for it, a bronze network, and make a bronze ring at each of the four corners of the network. 5Put it under the ledge of the altar so that it is halfway up the altar. 6Make poles of acacia wood for the altar and overlay them with bronze.e 7The poles are to be inserted into the rings so they will be on two sides of the altar when it is carried.f 8Make the altar hollow, out of boards. It is to be made just as you were showng on the mountain.

The Courtyard

27:9–19pp — Ex 38:9–20

9“Make a courtyardh for the tabernacle. The south side shall be a hundred cubits[78] long and is to have curtains of finely twisted linen, 10with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases and with silver hooks and bands on the posts. 11The north side shall also be a hundred cubits long and is to have curtains, with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases and with silver hooks and bands on the posts.

12“The west end of the courtyard shall be fifty cubits[79] wide and have curtains, with ten posts and ten bases. 13On the east end, toward the sunrise, the courtyard shall also be fifty cubits wide. 14Curtains fifteen cubits[80] long are to be on one side of the entrance, with three posts and three bases, 15and curtains fifteen cubits long are to be on the other side, with three posts and three bases.

16“For the entrance to the courtyard, provide a curtaini twenty cubits[81] long, of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of an embroidererj—with four posts and four bases. 17All the posts around the courtyard are to have silver bands and hooks, and bronze bases. 18The courtyard shall be a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide,[82] with curtains of finely twisted linen five cubits[83] high, and with bronze bases. 19All the other articles used in the service of the tabernacle, whatever their function, including all the tent pegs for it and those for the courtyard, are to be of bronze.

Oil for the Lampstand

27:20–21pp — Lev 24:1–3

20“Command the Israelites to bring you clear oilk of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning. 21In the Tent of Meeting,l outside the curtain that is in front of the Testimony,m Aaron and his sons are to keep the lampsn burning before the LORD from evening till morning. This is to be a lasting ordinanceo among the Israelites for the generations to come.




The Priestly Garments

Exodus 28

1“Have Aarona your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu,b Eleazar and Ithamar,c so they may serve me as priests.d 2Make sacred garmentse for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity and honor.f 3Tell all the skilled meng to whom I have given wisdomh in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. 4These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece,i an ephod,j a robe,k a woven tunic,l a turbanm and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as priests. 5Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen.n

The Ephod

28:6–14pp — Ex 39:2–7

6“Make the ephodo of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen—the work of a skilled craftsman. 7It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be fastened. 8Its skillfully woven waistbandp is to be like it—of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen.

9“Take two onyx stones and engraveq on them the names of the sons of Israel 10in the order of their birth—six names on one stone and the remaining six on the other. 11Engrave the names of the sons of Israel on the two stones the way a gem cutter engraves a seal. Then mount the stones in gold filigree settings 12and fasten them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel. Aaron is to bear the names on his shouldersr as a memorials before the LORD. 13Make gold filigree settings 14and two braided chains of pure gold, like a rope, and attach the chains to the settings.

The Breastpiece

28:15–28pp — Ex 39:8–21

15“Fashion a breastpiecet for making decisions—the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. 16It is to be square—a span[84] long and a span wide—and folded double. 17Then mount four rows of precious stonesu on it. In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; 18in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire[85] and an emerald; 19in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; 20in the fourth row a chrysolite,v an onyx and a jasper.[86] Mount them in gold filigree settings. 21There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel,w each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes.x

22“For the breastpiece make braided chains of pure gold, like a rope. 23Make two gold rings for it and fasten them to two corners of the breastpiece. 24Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the corners of the breastpiece, 25and the other ends of the chains to the two settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. 26Make two gold rings and attach them to the other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside edge next to the ephod. 27Make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband of the ephod. 28The rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out from the ephod.

29“Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place,y he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the LORD. 30Also put the Urim and the Thummimz in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron’s heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD.

Other Priestly Garments

28:31–43pp — Ex 39:22–31

31“Make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue cloth, 32with an opening for the head in its center. There shall be a woven edge like a collar[87] around this opening, so that it will not tear. 33Make pomegranatesa of blue, purple and scarlet yarn around the hem of the robe, with gold bells between them. 34The gold bells and the pomegranates are to alternate around the hem of the robe. 35Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will be heard when he enters the Holy Place before the LORD and when he comes out, so that he will not die.

36“Make a plateb of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD.c 37Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front of the turban. 38It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and he will bear the guiltd involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may be. It will be on Aaron’s forehead continually so that they will be acceptablee to the LORD.

39“Weave the tunicf of fine linen and make the turbang of fine linen. The sash is to be the work of an embroiderer. 40Make tunics, sashes and headbands for Aaron’s sons,h to give them dignity and honor.i 41After you put these clothesj on your brother Aaron and his sons, anointk and ordain them. Consecrate them so they may serve me as priests.l

42“Make linen undergarmentsm as a covering for the body, reaching from the waist to the thigh. 43Aaron and his sons must wear them whenever they enter the Tent of Meetingn or approach the altar to minister in the Holy Place,o so that they will not incur guilt and die.p

“This is to be a lasting ordinanceq for Aaron and his descendants.




Consecration of the Priests

29:1–37pp — Lev 8:1–36

Exodus 29

1“This is what you are to do to consecratea them, so they may serve me as priests: Take a young bull and two rams without defect.b 2And from fine wheat flour, without yeast, make bread, and cakes mixed with oil, and wafers spread with oil.c 3Put them in a basket and present them in it—along with the bull and the two rams.d 4Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water.e 5Take the garmentsf and dress Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod itself and the breastpiece. Fasten the ephod on him by its skillfully woven waistband.g 6Put the turbanh on his head and attach the sacred diademi to the turban. 7Take the anointing oilj and anoint him by pouring it on his head. 8Bring his sons and dress them in tunicsk 9and put headbands on them. Then tie sashes on Aaron and his sons.[88]l The priesthood is theirs by a lasting ordinance.m In this way you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.

10“Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head.n 11Slaughter it in the LORD’s presenceo at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 12Take some of the bull’s blood and put it on the hornsp of the altar with your finger, and pour out the rest of it at the base of the altar.q 13Then take all the fatr around the inner parts,s the covering of the liver, and both kidneys with the fat on them, and burn them on the altar. 14But burn the bull’s flesh and its hide and its offalt outside the camp.u It is a sin offering.

15“Take one of the rams,v and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head.w 16Slaughter it and take the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sides. 17Cut the ram into pieces and washx the inner parts and the legs, putting them with the head and the other pieces. 18Then burn the entire ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma,y an offering made to the LORD by fire.

19“Take the other ram,z and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head.a 20Slaughter it, take some of its blood and put it on the lobes of the right ears of Aaron and his sons, on the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet.b Then sprinkle blood against the altar on all sides.c 21And take some of the bloodd on the altar and some of the anointing oile and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments and on his sons and their garments. Then he and his sons and their garments will be consecrated.f

22“Take from this ram the fat,g the fat tail, the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both kidneys with the fat on them, and the right thigh. (This is the ram for the ordination.) 23From the basket of bread made without yeast, which is before the LORD, take a loaf, and a cake made with oil, and a wafer. 24Put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and wave them before the LORD as a wave offering.h 25Then take them from their hands and burn them on the altar along with the burnt offering for a pleasing aroma to the LORD, an offering made to the LORD by fire.i 26After you take the breast of the ram for Aaron’s ordination, wave it before the LORD as a wave offering, and it will be your share.j

27“Consecrate those parts of the ordination ram that belong to Aaron and his sons:k the breast that was waved and the thigh that was presented. 28This is always to be the regular share from the Israelites for Aaron and his sons. It is the contribution the Israelites are to make to the LORD from their fellowship offerings.[89]l

29“Aaron’s sacred garmentsm will belong to his descendants so that they can be anointed and ordained in them.n 30The sono who succeeds him as priest and comes to the Tent of Meeting to minister in the Holy Place is to wear them seven days.

31“Take the ramp for the ordination and cook the meat in a sacred place.q 32At the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the breadr that is in the basket. 33They are to eat these offerings by which atonement was made for their ordination and consecration. But no one else may eats them, because they are sacred. 34And if any of the meat of the ordination ram or any bread is left over till morning,t burn it up. It must not be eaten, because it is sacred.

35“Do for Aaron and his sons everything I have commanded you, taking seven days to ordain them. 36Sacrifice a bull each dayu as a sin offering to make atonementv. Purify the altar by making atonement for it, and anoint it to consecratew it. 37For seven days make atonement for the altar and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, and whatever touches it will be holy.x

38“This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day:y two lambs a year old. 39Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight.z 40With the first lamb offer a tenth of an ephah[90] of fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin[91] of oila from pressed olives, and a quarter of a hin of wine as a drink offering.b 41Sacrifice the other lamb at twilightc with the same grain offeringd and its drink offering as in the morning—a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire.

42“For the generations to comee this burnt offering is to be made regularlyf at the entrance to the Tent of Meetingg before the LORD. There I will meet you and speak to you;h 43there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the place will be consecrated by my glory.i

44“So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests.j 45Then I will dwellk among the Israelites and be their God.l 46They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of Egyptm so that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.n




The Altar of Incense

30:1–5pp — Ex 37:25–28

Exodus 30

1“Make an altara of acacia wood for burning incense.b 2It is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high[92]—its hornsc of one piece with it. 3Overlay the top and all the sides and the horns with pure gold, and make a gold molding around it.d 4Make two gold ringse for the altar below the molding—two on opposite sides—to hold the poles used to carry it. 5Make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.f 6Put the altar in front of the curtain that is before the ark of the Testimony—before the atonement coverg that is over the Testimony—where I will meet with you.

7“Aaron must burn fragrant incenseh on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps. 8He must burn incense again when he lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the LORD for the generations to come.i 9Do not offer on this altar any other incensej or any burnt offering or grain offering, and do not pour a drink offering on it. 10Once a yeark Aaron shall make atonementl on its horns. This annual atonement must be made with the blood of the atoning sin offeringm for the generations to come.n It is most holy to the LORD.”

Atonement Money

11Then the LORD said to Moses, 12“When you take a censuso of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransomp for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plagueq will come on them when you number them. 13Each one who crosses over to those already counted is to give a half shekel,[93] according to the sanctuary shekel,r which weighs twenty gerahs. This half shekel is an offering to the LORD. 14All who cross over, those twenty years old or more,s are to give an offering to the LORD. 15The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor are not to give lesst when you make the offering to the LORD to atone for your lives. 16Receive the atonementu money from the Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of Meeting.v It will be a memorialw for the Israelites before the LORD, making atonement for your lives.”

Basin for Washing

17Then the LORD said to Moses, 18“Make a bronze basin,x with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 19Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feety with waterz from it. 20Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water so that they will not die.a Also, when they approach the altar to minister by presenting an offering made to the LORD by fire, 21they shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not die. This is to be a lasting ordinanceb for Aaron and his descendants for the generations to come.”c

Anointing Oil

22Then the LORD said to Moses, 23“Take the following fine spices:d 500 shekels[94] of liquid myrrh,e half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinnamon,f 250 shekels of fragrant cane,g 24500 shekelsh of cassiai—all according to the sanctuary shekel—and a hin[95] of olive oil. 25Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer.j It will be the sacred anointing oil.k 26Then use it to anointl the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony, 27the table and all its articles, the lampstand and its accessories, the altar of incense, 28the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin with its stand. 29You shall consecrate themm so they will be most holy, and whatever touches them will be holy.n

30“Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrateo them so they may serve me as priests.p 31Say to the Israelites, ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oilq for the generations to come.r 32Do not pour it on men’s bodies and do not make any oil with the same formula. It is sacred, and you are to consider it sacred.s 33Whoever makes perfume like it and whoever puts it on anyone other than a priest must be cut offt from his people.’ ”

Incense

34Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take fragrant spicesu—gum resin, onycha and galbanum—and pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, 35and make a fragrant blend of incense,v the work of a perfumer.w It is to be salted and pure and sacred. 36Grind some of it to powder and place it in front of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, where I will meetx with you. It shall be most holyy to you. 37Do not make any incense with this formula for yourselves; consider it holyz to the LORD. 38Whoever makes any like it to enjoy its fragrance must be cut offa from his people.”




Bezalel and Oholiab

31:2–6pp — Ex 35:30–35

Exodus 31

1Then the LORD said to Moses, 2“See, I have chosen Bezalela son of Uri, the son of Hur,b of the tribe of Judah, 3and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledgec in all kinds of craftsd— 4to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship. 6Moreover, I have appointed Oholiabe son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan,f to help him. Also I have given skill to all the craftsmeng to make everything I have commanded you: 7the Tent of Meeting,h the ark of the Testimonyi with the atonement coverj on it, and all the other furnishings of the tent— 8the tablek and its articles, the pure gold lampstandl and all its accessories, the altar of incense,m 9the altar of burnt offeringn and all its utensils, the basino with its stand— 10and also the woven garmentsp, both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when they serve as priests, 11and the anointing oilq and fragrant incenser for the Holy Place. They are to make them just as I commandeds you.”

The Sabbath

12Then the LORD said to Moses, 13“Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths.t This will be a signu between me and you for the generations to come,v so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy.[96]w

14“ ‘Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it must be put to death;x whoever does any work on that day must be cut off from his people. 15For six days, worky is to be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest,z holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day must be put to death. 16The Israelites are to observe the Sabbath,a celebrating it for the generations to come as a lasting covenant. 17It will be a signb between me and the Israelites forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained from work and rested.c’ ”d

18When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai,e he gave him the two tablets of the Testimony, the tablets of stonef inscribed by the finger of God.g



[image: ]

Exodus 31:1–10

God gave Bezalel and Oholiab exceptional giftedness to oversee and carry out projects for the tabernacle. It is likely that they learned much of their skill while working as slaves in Egypt. The Egyptians were known for their ability to work with metals and other materials.
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The Golden Calf

Exodus 32

1When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain,a they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods[97] who will go beforeb us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”c

2Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earringsd that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4He took what they handed him and made it into an idole cast in the shape of a calf,f fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,[98]g O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”h

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festivali to the LORD.” 6So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings.[99]j Afterward they sat down to eat and drinkk and got up to indulge in revelry.l

7Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt,m have become corrupt.n 8They have been quick to turn awayo from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idolp cast in the shape of a calf.q They have bowed down to it and sacrificedr to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’s

9“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-neckedt people. 10Now leave me aloneu so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroyv them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”w


Inspire: The Faithfulness of God



11But Moses sought the favorx of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?y 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’?z Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disastera on your people. 13Rememberb your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self:c ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the starsd in the sky and I will give your descendants all this lande I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 14Then the LORD relentedf and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

15Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimonyg in his hands.h They were inscribedi on both sides, front and back. 16The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.j

17When Joshuak heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.”

18Moses replied:

“It is not the sound of victory,

it is not the sound of defeat;

it is the sound of singing that I hear.”

19When Moses approached the camp and saw the calfl and the dancing,m his anger burnedn and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieceso at the foot of the mountain. 20And he took the calf they had made and burnedp it in the fire; then he ground it to powder,q scattered it on the waterr and made the Israelites drink it.

21He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?”

22“Do not be angry,s my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil.t 23They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’u 24So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”v

25Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstockw to their enemies. 26So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him.

27Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’ ”x 28The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”

30The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin.y But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonementz for your sin.”

31So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed!a They have made themselves gods of gold.b 32But now, please forgive their sinc—but if not, then blot med out of the booke you have written.”

33The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot outf of my book. 34Now go, leadg the people to the placeh I spoke of, and my angeli will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish,j I will punish them for their sin.”

35And the LORD struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calfk Aaron had made.




Exodus 33

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oatha to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’b 2I will send an angelc before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.d 3Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey.e But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-neckedf people and I might destroyg you on the way.”

4When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mournh and no one put on any ornaments. 5For the LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people.i If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might destroyj you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide what to do with you.’ ” 6So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.k

The Tent of Meeting

7Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.”l Anyone inquiringm of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents,n watching Moses until he entered the tent. 9As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloudo would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spokep with Moses. 10Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent.q 11The LORD would speak to Moses face to face,r as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshuas son of Nun did not leave the tent.

Moses and the Glory of the LORD

12Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’t but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by nameu and you have found favorv with me.’ 13If you are pleased with me, teach me your waysw so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”x

14The LORD replied, “My Presencey will go with you, and I will give you rest.”z

15Then Moses said to him, “If your Presencea does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?b What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”c

17And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked,d because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”e

18Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”f

19And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to passg in front of you, and I will proclaim my name,h the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.i 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may seej me and live.”

21Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rockk and cover you with my handl until I have passed by. 23Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”



[image: ]

Exodus 33:1

Egypt, located in northern Africa, was a powerful and thriving nation during the time of Moses. Egyptian relics from this time period are renowned for their beauty and creativity, and give modern people a glimpse of the intelligence and ingenuity of this culture.
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The New Stone Tablets

Exodus 34

1The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones,a and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets,b which you broke.c 2Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai.d Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain. 3No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain;e not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain.”

4So Moses chiseledf out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.g 5Then the LORD came down in the cloudh and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD.i 6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionatej and gracious God, slow to anger,k abounding in lovel and faithfulness,m 7maintaining love to thousands,n and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.o Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;p he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”q

8Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9“O Lord, if I have found favorr in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with us.s Although this is a stiff-neckedt people, forgive our wickedness and our sin,u and take us as your inheritance.”v



“Positive anything is better than negative nothing.”

—LORRAINE HANSBERRY, PLAYWRIGHT AND ACTIVIST
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10Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenantw with you. Before all your people I will do wondersx never before done in any nation in all the world.y The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 11Obey what I commandz you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.a 12Be careful not to make a treatyb with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snarec among you. 13Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles.[100]d 14Do not worship any other god,e for the LORD, whose namef is Jealous, is a jealous God.g

15“Be careful not to make a treatyh with those who live in the land; for when they prostitutei themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices.j 16And when you choose some of their daughters as wivesk for your sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods,l they will lead your sons to do the same.

17“Do not make cast idols.m

18“Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread.n For seven days eat bread made without yeast,o as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib,p for in that month you came out of Egypt.

19“The first offspringq of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn males of your livestock, whether from herd or flock. 20Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.r Redeem all your firstborn sons.s

“No one is to appear before me empty-handed.t

21“Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest;u even during the plowing season and harvestv you must rest.

22“Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the firstfruitsw of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingatheringx at the turn of the year.[101] 23Three timesy a year all your men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel. 24I will drive out nationsz before you and enlarge your territory,a and no one will covet your land when you go up three times each year to appear before the LORD your God.

25“Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast,b and do not let any of the sacrifice from the Passover Feast remain until morning.c

26“Bring the best of the firstfruitsd of your soil to the house of the LORD your God.

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.”e

27Then the LORD said to Moses, “Writef down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenantg with you and with Israel.” 28Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nightsh without eating bread or drinking water.i And he wrote on the tabletsj the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.k

The Radiant Face of Moses

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinail with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands,m he was not aware that his face was radiantn because he had spoken with the LORD. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the communityo came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commandsp the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.

33When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veilq over his face. 34But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35they saw that his face was radiant.r Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.




Sabbath Regulations

Exodus 35

1Moses assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them, “These are the things the LORD has commandeda you to do: 2For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a Sabbathb of rest to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it must be put to death.c 3Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day.d”

Materials for the Tabernacle

35:4–9pp — Ex 25:1–7

35:10–19pp — Ex 39:32–41

4Moses said to the whole Israelite community, “This is what the LORD has commanded: 5From what you have, take an offering for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD an offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows[102]; acacia wood; 8olive oile for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 9and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece.

10“All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything the LORD has commanded:f 11the tabernacleg with its tent and its covering, clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 12the arkh with its poles and the atonement cover and the curtaini that shields it; 13the tablej with its poles and all its articles and the bread of the Presence; 14the lampstandk that is for light with its accessories, lamps and oil for the light; 15the altarl of incense with its poles, the anointing oilm and the fragrant incense;n the curtain for the doorway at the entrance to the tabernacle;o 16the altarp of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basinq with its stand; 17the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard;r 18the tent pegss for the tabernacle and for the courtyard, and their ropes; 19the woven garments worn for ministering in the sanctuary—both the sacred garmentst for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when they serve as priests.”

20Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses’ presence, 21and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. 22All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 23Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarnu or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or hides of sea cows brought them. 24Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering to the LORD, and everyone who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it. 25Every skilled womanv spun with her hands and brought what she had spun—blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26And all the women who were willing and had the skill spun the goat hair. 27The leadersw brought onyx stones and other gemsx to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 28They also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense.y 29All the Israelite men and women who were willingz brought to the LORD freewill offeringsa for all the work the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do.

Bezalel and Oholiab

35:30–35pp — Ex 31:2–6

30Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of craftsb— 32to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 33to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. 34And he has given both him and Oholiabc son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teachd others. 35He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of worke as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers—all of them master craftsmen and designers.




Exodus 36

1So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled persona to whom the LORD has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuaryb are to do the work just as the LORD has commanded.”

2Then Moses summoned Bezalelc and Oholiabd and every skilled person to whom the LORD had given ability and who was willinge to come and do the work. 3They received from Moses all the offeringsf the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 4So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work 5and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enoughg for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done.”

6Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7because what they already had was moreh than enough to do all the work.

The Tabernacle

36:8–38pp — Ex 26:1–37

8All the skilled men among the workmen made the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 9All the curtains were the same size—twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide.[103] 10They joined five of the curtains together and did the same with the other five. 11Then they made loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and the same was done with the end curtain in the other set. 12They also made fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 13Then they made fifty gold clasps and used them to fasten the two sets of curtains together so that the tabernacle was a unit.i

14They made curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle—eleven altogether. 15All eleven curtains were the same size—thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.[104] 16They joined five of the curtains into one set and the other six into another set. 17Then they made fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 18They made fifty bronze clasps to fasten the tent together as a unit.j 19Then they made for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.[105]

20They made upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 21Each frame was ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide,[106] 22with two projections set parallel to each other. They made all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 23They made twenty frames for the south side of the tabernacle 24and made forty silver bases to go under them—two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 25For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, they made twenty frames 26and forty silver bases—two under each frame. 27They made six frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 28and two frames were made for the corners of the tabernacle at the far end. 29At these two corners the frames were double from the bottom all the way to the top and fitted into a single ring; both were made alike. 30So there were eight frames and sixteen silver bases—two under each frame.

31They also made crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 32five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 33They made the center crossbar so that it extended from end to end at the middle of the frames. 34They overlaid the frames with gold and made gold rings to hold the crossbars. They also overlaid the crossbars with gold.

35They made the curtaink of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 36They made four posts of acacia wood for it and overlaid them with gold. They made gold hooks for them and cast their four silver bases. 37For the entrance to the tent they made a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of an embroiderer;l 38and they made five posts with hooks for them. They overlaid the tops of the posts and their bands with gold and made their five bases of bronze.




The Ark

37:1–9pp — Ex 25:10–20

Exodus 37

1Bezalela made the arkb of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.[107] 2He overlaid it with pure gold,c both inside and out, and made a gold molding around it. 3He cast four gold rings for it and fastened them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. 4Then he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. 5And he inserted the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it.

6He made the atonement coverd of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.[108] 7Then he made two cherubime out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 8He made one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; at the two ends he made them of one piece with the cover. 9The cherubim had their wings spread upward, overshadowingf the cover with them. The cherubim faced each other, looking toward the cover.g

The Table

37:10–16pp — Ex 25:23–29

10They[109] made the tableh of acacia wood—two cubits long, a cubit wide, and a cubit and a half high.[110] 11Then they overlaid it with pure goldi and made a gold molding around it. 12They also made around it a rim a handbreadth[111] wide and put a gold molding on the rim. 13They cast four gold rings for the table and fastened them to the four corners, where the four legs were. 14The ringsj were put close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the table. 15The poles for carrying the table were made of acacia wood and were overlaid with gold. 16And they made from pure gold the articles for the table—its plates and dishes and bowls and its pitchers for the pouring out of drink offerings.

The Lampstand

37:17–24pp — Ex 25:31–39

17They made the lampstandk of pure gold and hammered it out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms were of one piece with it. 18Six branches extended from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the other. 19Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms were on one branch, three on the next branch and the same for all six branches extending from the lampstand. 20And on the lampstand were four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms. 21One bud was under the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six branches in all. 22The buds and the branches were all of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.l

23They made its seven lamps,m as well as its wick trimmers and trays, of pure gold. 24They made the lampstand and all its accessories from one talent[112] of pure gold.

The Altar of Incense

37:25–28pp — Ex 30:1–5

25They made the altar of incensen out of acacia wood. It was square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high[113]—its hornso of one piece with it. 26They overlaid the top and all the sides and the horns with pure gold, and made a gold molding around it. 27They made two gold ringsp below the molding—two on opposite sides—to hold the poles used to carry it. 28They made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.q

29They also made the sacred anointing oilr and the pure, fragrant incenses—the work of a perfumer.




The Altar of Burnt Offering

38:1–7pp — Ex 27:1–8

Exodus 38

1They[114] built the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood, three cubits[115] high; it was square, five cubits long and five cubits wide.[116] 2They made a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar were of one piece, and they overlaid the altar with bronze.a 3They made all its utensilsb of bronze—its pots, shovels, sprinkling bowls, meat forks and firepans. 4They made a grating for the altar, a bronze network, to be under its ledge, halfway up the altar. 5They cast bronze rings to hold the poles for the four corners of the bronze grating. 6They made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7They inserted the poles into the rings so they would be on the sides of the altar for carrying it. They made it hollow, out of boards.

Basin for Washing

8They made the bronze basinc and its bronze stand from the mirrors of the womend who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.

The Courtyard

38:9–20pp — Ex 27:9–19

9Next they made the courtyard. The south side was a hundred cubits[117] long and had curtains of finely twisted linen, 10with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases, and with silver hooks and bands on the posts. 11The north side was also a hundred cubits long and had twenty posts and twenty bronze bases, with silver hooks and bands on the posts.

12The west end was fifty cubits[118] wide and had curtains, with ten posts and ten bases, with silver hooks and bands on the posts. 13The east end, toward the sunrise, was also fifty cubits wide. 14Curtains fifteen cubits[119] long were on one side of the entrance, with three posts and three bases, 15and curtains fifteen cubits long were on the other side of the entrance to the courtyard, with three posts and three bases. 16All the curtains around the courtyard were of finely twisted linen. 17The bases for the posts were bronze. The hooks and bands on the posts were silver, and their tops were overlaid with silver; so all the posts of the courtyard had silver bands.

18The curtain for the entrance to the courtyard was of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of an embroiderer. It was twenty cubits[120] long and, like the curtains of the courtyard, five cubits[121] high, 19with four posts and four bronze bases. Their hooks and bands were silver, and their tops were overlaid with silver. 20All the tent pegse of the tabernacle and of the surrounding courtyard were bronze.

The Materials Used

21These are the amounts of the materials used for the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony,f which were recorded at Moses’ command by the Levites under the direction of Ithamarg son of Aaron, the priest. 22(Bezalelh son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything the LORD commanded Moses; 23with him was Oholiabi son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan—a craftsman and designer, and an embroiderer in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen.) 24The total amount of the gold from the wave offering used for all the work on the sanctuaryj was 29 talents and 730 shekels,[122] according to the sanctuary shekel.k

25The silver obtained from those of the community who were counted in the censusl was 100 talents and 1,775 shekels,[123] according to the sanctuary shekel— 26one beka per person,m that is, half a shekel,[124] according to the sanctuary shekel,n from everyone who had crossed over to those counted, twenty years old or more,o a total of 603,550 men.p 27The 100 talents[125] of silver were used to cast the basesq for the sanctuary and for the curtain—100 bases from the 100 talents, one talent for each base. 28They used the 1,775 shekels[126] to make the hooks for the posts, to overlay the tops of the posts, and to make their bands.

29The bronze from the wave offering was 70 talents and 2,400 shekels.[127] 30They used it to make the bases for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the bronze altar with its bronze grating and all its utensils, 31the bases for the surrounding courtyard and those for its entrance and all the tent pegs for the tabernacle and those for the surrounding courtyard.




The Priestly Garments

Exodus 39

1From the blue, purple and scarlet yarna they made woven garments for ministering in the sanctuary.b They also made sacred garmentsc for Aaron, as the LORD commanded Moses.

The Ephod

39:2–7pp — Ex 28:6–14

2They[128] made the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. 3They hammered out thin sheets of gold and cut strands to be worked into the blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen—the work of a skilled craftsman. 4They made shoulder pieces for the ephod, which were attached to two of its corners, so it could be fastened. 5Its skillfully woven waistband was like it—of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen, as the LORD commanded Moses.

6They mounted the onyx stones in gold filigree settings and engraved them like a seal with the names of the sons of Israel. 7Then they fastened them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memoriald stones for the sons of Israel, as the LORD commanded Moses.

The Breastpiece

39:8–21pp — Ex 28:15–28

8They fashioned the breastpiecee—the work of a skilled craftsman. They made it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. 9It was square—a span[129] long and a span wide—and folded double. 10Then they mounted four rows of precious stones on it. In the first row there was a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; 11in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire[130] and an emerald; 12in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; 13in the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx and a jasper.[131] They were mounted in gold filigree settings. 14There were twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes.f

15For the breastpiece they made braided chains of pure gold, like a rope. 16They made two gold filigree settings and two gold rings, and fastened the rings to two of the corners of the breastpiece. 17They fastened the two gold chains to the rings at the corners of the breastpiece, 18and the other ends of the chains to the two settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. 19They made two gold rings and attached them to the other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside edge next to the ephod. 20Then they made two more gold rings and attached them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband of the ephod. 21They tied the rings of the breastpiece to the rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the waistband so that the breastpiece would not swing out from the ephod—as the LORD commanded Moses.

Other Priestly Garments

39:22–31pp — Ex 28:31–43

22They made the robe of the ephod entirely of blue cloth—the work of a weaver— 23with an opening in the center of the robe like the opening of a collar,[132] and a band around this opening, so that it would not tear. 24They made pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen around the hem of the robe. 25And they made bells of pure gold and attached them around the hem between the pomegranates. 26The bells and pomegranates alternated around the hem of the robe to be worn for ministering, as the LORD commanded Moses.

27For Aaron and his sons, they made tunics of fine lineng—the work of a weaver— 28and the turbanh of fine linen, the linen headbands and the undergarments of finely twisted linen. 29The sash was of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn—the work of an embroiderer—as the LORD commanded Moses.

30They made the plate, the sacred diadem, out of pure gold and engraved on it, like an inscription on a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD.i 31Then they fastened a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban,j as the LORD commanded Moses.

Moses Inspects the Tabernacle

39:32–41pp — Ex 35:10–19

32So all the work on the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.k 33Then they brought the tabernaclel to Moses: the tent and all its furnishings, its clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 34the covering of ram skins dyed red, the covering of hides of sea cows[133] and the shielding curtain; 35the ark of the Testimonym with its poles and the atonement cover; 36the tablen with all its articles and the bread of the Presence;o 37the pure gold lampstandp with its row of lamps and all its accessories,q and the oilr for the light; 38the gold altar,s the anointing oil,t the fragrant incense,u and the curtainv for the entrance to the tent; 39the bronze altarw with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the basinx with its stand; 40the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard;y the ropes and tent pegs for the courtyard; all the furnishings for the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 41and the woven garmentsz worn for ministering in the sanctuary, both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when serving as priests.

42The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses.a 43Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded.b So Moses blessedc them.




Setting Up the Tabernacle

Exodus 40

1Then the LORD said to Moses: 2“Set upa the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting,b on the first day of the first month.c 3Place the arkd of the Testimony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 4Bring in the tablee and set out what belongs on it.f Then bring in the lampstandg and set up its lamps. 5Place the gold altarh of incense in front of the ark of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle.

6“Place the altari of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 7place the basinj between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it. 8Set up the courtyardk around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.

9“Take the anointing oil and anointl the tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all its furnishings,m and it will be holy. 10Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils; consecraten the altar, and it will be most holy. 11Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate them.

12“Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meetingo and wash them with water.p 13Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments,q anoint him and consecrater him so he may serve me as priest. 14Bring his sons and dress them in tunics.s 15Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so they may serve me as priests. Their anointing will be to a priesthood that will continue for all generations to come.t” 16Moses did everything just as the LORD commandedu him.

17So the tabernaclev was set up on the first day of the first monthw in the second year. 18When Mosesx set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected the frames,y inserted the crossbars and set up the posts. 19Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the coveringz over the tent, as the LORD commandeda him.

20He took the Testimonyb and placed it in the ark,c attached the poles to the ark and put the atonement coverd over it. 21Then he brought the ark into the tabernacle and hung the shielding curtaine and shielded the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD commandedf him.

22Moses placed the tableg in the Tent of Meeting on the north side of the tabernacle outside the curtain 23and set out the breadh on it before the LORD, as the LORD commandedi him.

24He placed the lampstandj in the Tent of Meeting opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle 25and set up the lampsk before the LORD, as the LORD commandedl him.

26Moses placed the gold altarm in the Tent of Meeting in front of the curtain 27and burned fragrant incense on it, as the LORD commandedn him. 28Then he put up the curtaino at the entrance to the tabernacle.

29He set the altarp of burnt offering near the entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, and offered on it burnt offerings and grain offerings,q as the LORD commandedr him.

30He placed the basins between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing, 31and Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to washt their hands and feet. 32They washed whenever they entered the Tent of Meeting or approached the altar,u as the LORD commandedv Moses.

33Then Moses set up the courtyardw around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtainx at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work.

The Glory of the LORD

34Then the cloudy covered the Tent of Meeting, and the gloryz of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glorya of the LORD filled the tabernacle.b

36In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out;c 37but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38So the cloudd of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels.
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Exodus 1

[BACK TO 1] 5 Masoretic Text (see also Gen. 46:27); Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint (see also Acts 7:14 and note at Gen. 46:27) seventy-five

[BACK TO 2] 22 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Targums born to the Hebrews

Exodus 2

[BACK TO 3] 10 Moses sounds like the Hebrew for draw out.

[BACK TO 4] 22 Gershom sounds like the Hebrew for an alien there.

Exodus 3

[BACK TO 5] 12 The Hebrew is plural.

[BACK TO 6] 14 Or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE

[BACK TO 7] 15 The Hebrew for LORD sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for I AM in verse 14.

Exodus 4

[BACK TO 8] 6 The Hebrew word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy.

[BACK TO 9] 24 Or [Moses’ son]; Hebrew him

[BACK TO 10] 25 Or and drew near [Moses’] feet

Exodus 6

[BACK TO 11] 3 Hebrew El-Shaddai

[BACK TO 12] 3 See note at Exodus 3:15.

[BACK TO 13] 3 Or Almighty, and by my name the LORD did I not let myself be known to them?

[BACK TO 14] 12 Hebrew I am uncircumcised of lips; also in verse 30

[BACK TO 15] 14 The Hebrew for families here and in verse 25 refers to units larger than clans.

Exodus 8

[BACK TO 16] 23 Septuagint and Vulgate; Hebrew will put a deliverance

Exodus 9

[BACK TO 17] 16 Or have spared you

Exodus 10

[BACK TO 18] 10 Or Be careful, trouble is in store for you!

[BACK TO 19] 19 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds

Exodus 12

[BACK TO 20] 3 The Hebrew word can mean lamb or kid; also in verse 4.

[BACK TO 21] 40 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint Egypt and Canaan

Exodus 13

[BACK TO 22] 18 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds

[BACK TO 23] 19 See Gen. 50:25.

Exodus 14

[BACK TO 24] 9 Or charioteers; also in verses 17, 18, 23, 26 and 28

[BACK TO 25] 25 Or He jammed the wheels of their chariots (see Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac)

[BACK TO 26] 27 Or from

Exodus 15

[BACK TO 27] 4 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds; also in verse 22

[BACK TO 28] 15 Or rulers

[BACK TO 29] 16 Or created

[BACK TO 30] 19 Or charioteers

[BACK TO 31] 23 Marah means bitter.

Exodus 16

[BACK TO 32] 16 That is, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters); also in verses 18, 32, 33 and 36

[BACK TO 33] 22 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4.5 liters)

[BACK TO 34] 28 The Hebrew is plural.

[BACK TO 35] 31 Manna means What is it? (see verse 15).

Exodus 17

[BACK TO 36] 7 Massah means testing.

[BACK TO 37] 7 Meribah means quarreling.

[BACK TO 38] 16 Or “Because a hand was against the throne of the LORD, the

Exodus 18

[BACK TO 39] 3 Gershom sounds like the Hebrew for an alien there.

[BACK TO 40] 4 Eliezer means my God is helper.

Exodus 19

[BACK TO 41] 5, 6 Or possession, for the whole earth is mine. 6You

[BACK TO 42] 18 Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few Hebrew manuscripts and Septuagint all the people

[BACK TO 43] 19 Or and God answered him with thunder

Exodus 20

[BACK TO 44] 3 Or besides

[BACK TO 45] 24 Traditionally peace offerings

Exodus 21

[BACK TO 46] 6 Or before God

[BACK TO 47] 8 Or master so that he does not choose her

[BACK TO 48] 15 Or kills

[BACK TO 49] 18 Or with a tool

[BACK TO 50] 22 Or she has a miscarriage

[BACK TO 51] 32 That is, about 12 ounces (about 0.3 kilogram)

Exodus 22

[BACK TO 52] 3 Or if he strikes him

[BACK TO 53] 8 Or before God; also in verse 9

[BACK TO 54] 9 Or whom God declares

[BACK TO 55] 20 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them.

[BACK TO 56] 25 Or excessive interest

[BACK TO 57] 28 Or Do not revile the judges

[BACK TO 58] 29 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.

Exodus 23

[BACK TO 59] 31 Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds

[BACK TO 60] 31 That is, the Mediterranean

[BACK TO 61] 31 That is, the Euphrates

Exodus 24

[BACK TO 62] 5 Traditionally peace offerings

[BACK TO 63] 10 Or lapis lazuli

Exodus 25

[BACK TO 64] 5 That is, dugongs

[BACK TO 65] 10 That is, about 3 3/4 feet (about 1.1 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide and high

[BACK TO 66] 17 Traditionally a mercy seat

[BACK TO 67] 17 That is, about 3 3/4 feet (about 1.1 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide

[BACK TO 68] 23 That is, about 3 feet (about 0.9 meter) long and 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) wide and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) high

[BACK TO 69] 25 That is, about 3 inches (about 8 centimeters)

[BACK TO 70] 39 That is, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms)

Exodus 26

[BACK TO 71] 2 That is, about 42 feet (about 12.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide

[BACK TO 72] 8 That is, about 45 feet (about 13.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide

[BACK TO 73] 13 That is, about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter)

[BACK TO 74] 14 That is, dugongs

[BACK TO 75] 16 That is, about 15 feet (about 4.5 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide

Exodus 27

[BACK TO 76] 1 That is, about 4 1/2 feet (about 1.3 meters)

[BACK TO 77] 1 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) long and wide

[BACK TO 78] 9 That is, about 150 feet (about 46 meters); also in verse 11

[BACK TO 79] 12 That is, about 75 feet (about 23 meters); also in verse 13

[BACK TO 80] 14 That is, about 22 1/2 feet (about 6.9 meters); also in verse 15

[BACK TO 81] 16 That is, about 30 feet (about 9 meters)

[BACK TO 82] 18 That is, about 150 feet (about 46 meters) long and 75 feet (about 23 meters) wide

[BACK TO 83] 18 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters)

Exodus 28

[BACK TO 84] 16 That is, about 9 inches (about 22 centimeters)

[BACK TO 85] 18 Or lapis lazuli

[BACK TO 86] 20 The precise identification of some of these precious stones is uncertain.

[BACK TO 87] 32 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

Exodus 29

[BACK TO 88] 9 Hebrew; Septuagint on them

[BACK TO 89] 28 Traditionally peace offerings

[BACK TO 90] 40 That is, probably about 2 quarts (about 2 liters)

[BACK TO 91] 40 That is, probably about 1 quart (about 1 liter)

Exodus 30

[BACK TO 92] 2 That is, about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) long and wide and about 3 feet (about 0.9 meter) high

[BACK TO 93] 13 That is, about 1/5 ounce (about 6 grams); also in verse 15

[BACK TO 94] 23 That is, about 12 1/2 pounds (about 6 kilograms)

[BACK TO 95] 24 That is, probably about 4 quarts (about 4 liters)

Exodus 31

[BACK TO 96] 13 Or who sanctifies you; or who sets you apart as holy

Exodus 32

[BACK TO 97] 1 Or a god; also in verses 23 and 31

[BACK TO 98] 4 Or This is your god; also in verse 8

[BACK TO 99] 6 Traditionally peace offerings

Exodus 34

[BACK TO 100] 13 That is, symbols of the goddess Asherah

[BACK TO 101] 22 That is, in the fall

Exodus 35

[BACK TO 102] 7 That is, dugongs; also in verse 23

Exodus 36

[BACK TO 103] 9 That is, about 42 feet (about 12.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide

[BACK TO 104] 15 That is, about 45 feet (about 13.5 meters) long and 6 feet (about 1.8 meters) wide

[BACK TO 105] 19 That is, dugongs

[BACK TO 106] 21 That is, about 15 feet (about 4.5 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide

Exodus 37

[BACK TO 107] 1 That is, about 3 3/4 feet (about 1.1 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide and high

[BACK TO 108] 6 That is, about 3 3/4 feet (about 1.1 meters) long and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) wide

[BACK TO 109] 10 Or He; also in verses 11–29

[BACK TO 110] 10 That is, about 3 feet (about 0.9 meter) long, 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) wide, and 2 1/4 feet (about 0.7 meter) high

[BACK TO 111] 12 That is, about 3 inches (about 8 centimeters)

[BACK TO 112] 24 That is, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms)

[BACK TO 113] 25 That is, about 1 1/2 feet (about 0.5 meter) long and wide, and about 3 feet (about 0.9 meter) high

Exodus 38

[BACK TO 114] 1 Or He; also in verses 2–9

[BACK TO 115] 1 That is, about 4 1/2 feet (about 1.3 meters)

[BACK TO 116] 1 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters) long and wide

[BACK TO 117] 9 That is, about 150 feet (about 46 meters)

[BACK TO 118] 12 That is, about 75 feet (about 23 meters)

[BACK TO 119] 14 That is, about 22 1/2 feet (about 6.9 meters)

[BACK TO 120] 18 That is, about 30 feet (about 9 meters)

[BACK TO 121] 18 That is, about 7 1/2 feet (about 2.3 meters)

[BACK TO 122] 24 The weight of the gold was a little over one ton (about 1 metric ton).

[BACK TO 123] 25 The weight of the silver was a little over 3 3/4 tons (about 3.4 metric tons).

[BACK TO 124] 26 That is, about 1/5 ounce (about 5.5 grams)

[BACK TO 125] 27 That is, about 3 3/4 tons (about 3.4 metric tons)

[BACK TO 126] 28 That is, about 45 pounds (about 20 kilograms)

[BACK TO 127] 29 The weight of the bronze was about 2 1/2 tons (about 2.4 metric tons).

Exodus 39

[BACK TO 128] 2 Or He; also in verses 7, 8 and 22

[BACK TO 129] 9 That is, about 9 inches (about 22 centimeters)

[BACK TO 130] 11 Or lapis lazuli

[BACK TO 131] 13 The precise identification of some of these precious stones is uncertain.

[BACK TO 132] 23 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.

[BACK TO 133] 34 That is, dugongs
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She Knew It Would Take a Village

Somehow Jochebed knew it would take a village not only to raise her child, but also to save his life. So she started calling on that village from the day of his birth.

The first two village members introduced in the story are midwives named Shiphrah and Puah, who were ordered to kill all male babies born to Hebrew women. But these midwives lied to the king in order to spare the babies’ lives (see Ex 1:15–19). Their refusal to kill the male babies was the first step in saving Moses, Jochebed’s son.

Jochebed herself performed the second step by managing to conceal her baby for three months, defying the order to throw him into the Nile River. During that time she carefully constructed a basket of papyrus and coated it with tar and pitch for waterproofing (see Ex 2:3); she observed the bathing patterns of Pharaoh’s daughter, the princess; and she coached her daughter, Miriam (another village member), so she would know what to say and do when the princess found the baby. Jochebed also knew that Miriam fully grasped the plan and understood how to suddenly appear and suggest the appropriate nurse for the discovered child.

The next step involved an unsuspecting village member: Pharaoh’s daughter. She discovered the beautiful baby who had cried at just the right moment and, at Miriam’s prompting, the princess hired Jochebed to take care of the child. The princess raised this Hebrew boy in luxury as her own son, naming him Moses.

Yes, Jochebed knew that it would take a village to raise her child, and she used that village well. She was a loving, caring, concerned, resourceful, determined mother. And she was faithful. God heard her prayers and intervened on her behalf. He honored her steadfast purpose by using all her children—Aaron, Miriam and Moses—to lead his people out of bondage.

Jochebed was a woman of courage who feared only God, not people. She had an unwavering faith in God’s promises. She teaches us that it doesn’t matter who we are or what our circumstances are; it’s how we deal with the lumps and bumps—the challenges and responsibilities that come with being a woman and a mother—that really matters.

—M. KIMBROUGH
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Think about the lumps and bumps—the challenges and responsibilities—that stand before you in this season of your life.



How can Jochebed’s faith and works inspire you to handle your situation?

read

Exodus 1:8—2:10; Numbers 26:59; Hebrews 11:23–29.

See also the Inspire Notes “Motherhood,” “Influencing Others” and “Faith” and the Women of the Bible Notes “Rahab: Willing to Be Used by God” and “The Revelation 12 Woman: A Woman of Focus.”

PREVIOUS WOMAN OF THE BIBLE  | |  NEXT WOMAN OF THE BIBLE  | |  SUBJECT INDEX
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Fulfilling Her Purpose

The African American woman of today has the potential to carry out the purpose for which she was created. It is not necessary that she live in the shadow of another person in order to establish a spiritual legacy. Historically, many women have faded into the background of stories, unnamed and unnoticed. Often, tradition and culture dictated that a woman’s identity be connected to someone else. Such was the case for Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro and the wife of Moses. We can only surmise about her character from the few times she is mentioned and the one time she is quoted (see Ex 2:15–22; 4:24–26; 18:1–6).

Zipporah is introduced as one of seven daughters, possibly the oldest, of the Midianite priest Jethro (also known as Reuel). Moses met this family after fleeing from Egypt. As shepherds, Jethro’s daughters courageously faced daily harassment by other shepherds when watering their father’s flocks. Moses helped them, and their father repaid him with hospitality and, eventually, with permission to marry Zipporah.

As the wife of Moses and mother of Gershom and Eliezer, Zipporah did not share the same spiritual heritage as her husband. Perhaps this is the reason that the sacred tradition of circumcision had been neglected. While Moses was returning to Egypt, God “was about to kill him,” and his life was spared only after one of the boys was circumcised (Ex 4:24–25). A wife’s resistance to God’s will not only endangers God’s divine purpose for the couple’s lives, but it also places her family in spiritual jeopardy. Zipporah’s action and her words of reproach to Moses lead us to assume that her sons likely remained uncircumcised due to her prejudice against a rite not practiced among her people. However, her actions saved her husband’s life. She gave in to what she apparently came to realize was the will of God, which brought about a positive result from a frightening situation.

Women of color must be like Zipporah and follow God’s will—when we agree and when we do not. We must remember that we see only a portion; God sees the entire picture and knows what is best for us.

—A. AUBRY
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What is God asking you to do that you do not agree with?



How will you submit to the will of God?

read

Exodus 2:15–22; 4:18–26; 18:2–6.

See also the Inspire Notes “Motherhood,” Submission” and “Omniscience: God Is All-Knowing” and the Women of the Bible Notes “Tamar: The Link Between Judah and Jesus” and ““Fortune-Telling Slave Girl: A Surprising Testimony to God’s Work.”
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Dance, Sisters, Dance

Dance is an art form used to express and stir our emotions and the emotions of others. In many countries—especially in Africa—dance is an important part of the culture as well as an intricate part of all celebrations.

Our sister Miriam, the prophetess, called the women together to dance and sing after the victory of crossing the Red Sea (see Ex 15:20). Miriam led the way for the women to engage in dancing. Yes! They danced because of the powerful intervention of the almighty and merciful God who had made a way out of no way. Because of this intervention, they lifted this song: “Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea” (Ex 15:21).

The Old Testament Scriptures record several instances in which dance was used to express joy and praise to the Lord (see 2Sa 6:14; Ps 149:3; 150:4; Jer 31:4). Dancing before the Lord corporately was generally done by the women (see Ex 15:20; Jdg 21:19–21; Ps 68:24–25). But in a story recorded in 2 Samuel 6:1–23, King David worshiped God with dance. The Bible tells us he “danced before the Lord with all his might.” David’s wife Michal saw his exuberant behavior and was humiliated and embarrassed. She thought that David should have acted with more dignity before the people. But David didn’t care about the opinions of others. He only cared about God’s opinion. His dancing brought glory to God, and he refused to be embarrassed by his praise.

Today we can sing our own victory song and dance before God. God has done great things for us! Like the people of Israel, he has brought us through our own “Red Sea” experiences. Like David, he has restored us to wholeness. He has brought us through sickness, pain, suffering, trials, tribulation, abuse and unpleasant situations. Sisters, stop right now and just rejoice in the Lord and dance before him!

—C. BRACEY


read



Exodus 15:19–21; Psalm 30:11–12.

See also the Inspire Note “True Joy,” and the Women of the Bible Note “Miriam: Plagued by Jealousy.”


WOMAN of COLOR



What “Red Sea” has God allowed you to cross as an individual? What “Red Sea” has God allowed your family, community or race to cross? Celebrate God’s victory through praise and dance.

PREVIOUS INSPIRE NOTE  | |  NEXT INSPIRE NOTE  | |  SUBJECT INDEX
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The Faithfulness of God

Faithfulness is an attribute that the Bible applies to both God and humans. As it applies to God, it means that God is absolutely reliable. He is not fickle but is steadfast and constant in his dealings with his creation, which, of course, includes us. The word faithfulness is used to convey to us how unchanging and loyal God is in his love for us. He does not love us one day and change his mind another day. His love for us does not change when we fail him. God may discipline us when we go astray, but his love does not change.

In the book of Exodus, we see that God was faithful to his people time and again—even though they were continually whining about how they were better off back in Egypt. When they worshiped the golden calf, God planned to destroy them all and start again with Moses (see Ex 32:7–10). But Moses had faith in the love and faithfulness of God. Moses reminded God of his promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob/Israel (see Ex 32:13). What faith and courage it takes to talk to our angry Father and know that he will keep his promises—even when we truly deserve his wrath and not his favor!

The Old and New Testaments praise God for his faithfulness, and Scripture challenges us as his children to develop faithfulness in our lives. Unwavering trust and steadfast loyalty are two virtues essential for our personal and spiritual growth.

Women of color, we must hold fast to our faithfulness as mothers, friends and leaders. God’s faithfulness toward humans mirrors how faithfulness leads to productivity, resulting in the fruit of diligence, security and reliability. It also creates an atmosphere of stability—not only for one’s self, but also for others. Our dependability and commitment to others will manifest itself in our faithfulness, love and service to them. And our unfailing faith will be rewarded for all eternity.

—T. BYRD


read



Exodus 32.

See also the Inspire Note “Commitment to Community,” and the Women of the Bible Notes “Ruth: A Model of Friendship and Sisterhood” and “Naomi: Call Me Bitter.”


WOMAN of COLOR



How faithful are you to God and to others?

PREVIOUS INSPIRE NOTE  | |  NEXT INSPIRE NOTE  | |  SUBJECT INDEX
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OVERVIEW

The book of Leviticus provides instructions for presenting God with various kinds of offerings, including the five main offerings described in chapters 1–7: burnt, grain, fellowship, sin and guilt offerings. These offerings were required for the people to approach the holy God who delivered them from bondage and established a covenant with them.

Leviticus also includes a number of miscellaneous regulations regarding how the people were to live and worship God. There are instructions for purity for women with regard to childbirth and menstruation (see Lev 12; 15), as well as prohibitions against improper sexual relations (see Lev 18). These mandates were given to lead the people and priests to live holy lives and to dictate how special days were to be conducted.

The Israelites understood that God could only be approached as he directed. Aaron’s sons were instantly killed for disregarding God’s holiness (see Lev 10). The son of Shelomith, an Israelite woman, was publicly killed for blaspheming God (see Lev 24).

Even in the time of grace, God will not tolerate sin. A woman can only find acceptance from God through the atoning work of Jesus Christ. By confessing that “Jesus is Lord” and believing that God raised him from the dead, a woman can be saved and boldly approach the throne of grace (see Ro 10:9–10; Heb 4:16).

OUTLINE


I. Instructions for the Five Main Offerings (1:1—7:38)

II. Instructions for the Priesthood (8:1—10:20)

III. Instructions for the People Concerning Clean and Unclean (11:1—15:33)

IV. Instructions for the Day of Atonement (16:1–34)

V. Instructions for Religious and Ethical Living (17:1—26:46)

VI. Instructions Regarding Vows (27:1–34)



SCANNABLE FACTS:


Author: Moses

Time Written: During the 1400s B.C., while the Israelites were traveling in the desert

Themes to Note: The holiness of God; instructions for religious and ethical daily life

Notable Woman: Shelomith, daughter of Dibri the Danite (see Lev 24:11)














The Burnt Offering

Leviticus 1

1The LORD called to Mosesa and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting.b He said, 2“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering to the LORD,c bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock.d

3“ ‘If the offering is a burnt offeringe from the herd,f he is to offer a male without defect.g He must present it at the entrance to the Tenth of Meeting so that it[1] will be acceptablei to the LORD. 4He is to lay his hand on the headj of the burnt offering,k and it will be acceptedl on his behalf to make atonementm for him. 5He is to slaughtern the young bullo before the LORD, and then Aaron’s sonsp the priests shall bring the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sidesq at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 6He is to skinr the burnt offering and cut it into pieces.s 7The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the altar and arrange woodt on the fire. 8Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including the head and the fat,u on the burning woodv that is on the altar. 9He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water,w and the priest is to burn all of itx on the altar.y It is a burnt offering,z an offering made by fire,a an aroma pleasing to the LORD.b

10“ ‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from either the sheepc or the goats,d he is to offer a male without defect. 11He is to slaughter it at the north side of the altare before the LORD, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides.f 12He is to cut it into pieces, and the priest shall arrange them, including the head and the fat,g on the burning wood that is on the altar. 13He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water,h and the priest is to bring all of it and burn iti on the altar.j It is a burnt offering,k an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.

14“ ‘If the offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, he is to offer a dove or a young pigeon.l 15The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off the headm and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar.n 16He is to remove the crop with its contents[2] and throw it to the east side of the altar, where the asheso are. 17He shall tear it open by the wings, not severing it completely,p and then the priest shall burn it on the woodq that is on the fire on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.
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Leviticus 1–8

The Lord gave specific instructions concerning how acceptable offerings were to be presented. The use of altars and offerings were common among the people of Africa and northeast Africa/Asia prior to these instructions.
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The Grain Offering

Leviticus 2

1“ ‘When someone brings a grain offeringa to the LORD, his offering is to be of fine flour.b He is to pour oilc on it,d put incense on ite 2and take it to Aaron’s sons the priests. The priest shall take a handful of the fine flourf and oil, together with all the incense,g and burn this as a memorial portionh on the altar, an offering made by fire,i an aroma pleasing to the LORD.j 3The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons;k it is a most holyl part of the offerings made to the LORD by fire.

4“ ‘If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven,m it is to consist of fine flour: cakes made without yeast and mixed with oil, or[3] wafersn made without yeast and spread with oil.o 5If your grain offering is prepared on a griddle,p it is to be made of fine flour mixed with oil, and without yeast. 6Crumble it and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7If your grain offering is cooked in a pan,q it is to be made of fine flour and oil. 8Bring the grain offering made of these things to the LORD; present it to the priest, who shall take it to the altar. 9He shall take out the memorial portionr from the grain offering and burn it on the altar as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.s 10The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons;t it is a most holy part of the offerings made to the LORD by fire.u

11“ ‘Every grain offering you bring to the LORD must be made without yeast,v for you are not to burn any yeast or honey in an offering made to the LORD by fire. 12You may bring them to the LORD as an offering of the firstfruits,w but they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 13Season all your grain offerings with salt.x Do not leave the salt of the covenanty of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings.

14“ ‘If you bring a grain offering of firstfruitsz to the LORD, offer crushed heads of new grain roasted in the fire. 15Put oil and incensea on it; it is a grain offering. 16The priest shall burn the memorial portionb of the crushed grain and the oil, together with all the incense,c as an offering made to the LORD by fire.d




The Fellowship Offering

Leviticus 3

1“ ‘If someone’s offering is a fellowship offering,[4]a and he offers an animal from the herd, whether male or female, he is to present before the LORD an animal without defect.b 2He is to lay his hand on the headc of his offering and slaughter itd at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.e Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinklef the blood against the altarg on all sides.h 3From the fellowship offering he is to bring a sacrifice made to the LORD by fire: all the fati that covers the inner partsj or is connected to them, 4both kidneysk with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which he will remove with the kidneys. 5Then Aaron’s sonsl are to burn it on the altarm on top of the burnt offeringn that is on the burning wood,o as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.p

6“ ‘If he offers an animal from the flock as a fellowship offeringq to the LORD, he is to offer a male or female without defect. 7If he offers a lamb,r he is to present it before the LORD.s 8He is to lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter itt in front of the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. 9From the fellowship offering he is to bring a sacrificeu made to the LORD by fire: its fat, the entire fat tail cut off close to the backbone, all the fat that covers the inner parts or is connected to them, 10both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which he will remove with the kidneys. 11The priest shall burn them on the altarv as food,w an offering made to the LORD by fire.x

12“ ‘If his offering is a goat,y he is to present it before the LORD. 13He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter it in front of the Tent of Meeting. Then Aaron’s sons shall sprinklez its blood against the altar on all sides.a 14From what he offers he is to make this offering to the LORD by fire: all the fat that covers the inner parts or is connected to them, 15both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which he will remove with the kidneys.b 16The priest shall burn them on the altarc as food,d an offering made by fire, a pleasing aroma.e All the fatf is the LORD’s.g

17“ ‘This is a lasting ordinanceh for the generations to come,i wherever you live:j You must not eat any fat or any blood.k’ ”




The Sin Offering

Leviticus 4

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Say to the Israelites: ‘When anyone sins unintentionallya and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s commandsb—

3“ ‘If the anointed priestc sins,d bringing guilt on the people, he must bring to the LORD a young bulle without defectf as a sin offeringg for the sin he has committed.h 4He is to present the bull at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD.i He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter it before the LORD. 5Then the anointed priest shall take some of the bull’s bloodj and carry it into the Tent of Meeting. 6He is to dip his finger into the blood and sprinklek some of it seven times before the LORD,l in front of the curtain of the sanctuary.m 7The priest shall then put some of the blood on the hornsn of the altar of fragrant incense that is before the LORD in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the bull’s blood he shall pour out at the base of the altaro of burnt offeringp at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 8He shall remove all the fatq from the bull of the sin offering—the fat that covers the inner parts or is connected to them, 9both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which he will remove with the kidneysr— 10just as the fat is removed from the ox[5]s sacrificed as a fellowship offering.[6]t Then the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering.u 11But the hide of the bull and all its flesh, as well as the head and legs, the inner parts and offalv— 12that is, all the rest of the bull—he must take outside the campw to a place ceremonially clean,x where the ashesy are thrown, and burn itz in a wood fire on the ash heap.a

13“ ‘If the whole Israelite community sins unintentionallyb and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s commands, even though the community is unaware of the matter, they are guilty. 14When they become aware of the sin they committed, the assembly must bring a young bullc as a sin offeringd and present it before the Tent of Meeting. 15The elderse of the community are to lay their handsf on the bull’s headg before the LORD, and the bull shall be slaughtered before the LORD.h 16Then the anointed priest is to take some of the bull’s bloodi into the Tent of Meeting. 17He shall dip his finger into the blood and sprinklej it before the LORDk seven times in front of the curtain. 18He is to put some of the bloodl on the horns of the altar that is before the LORDm in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altarn of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 19He shall remove all the fato from it and burn it on the altar,p 20and do with this bull just as he did with the bull for the sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonementq for them, and they will be forgiven.r 21Then he shall take the bull outside the camps and burn it as he burned the first bull. This is the sin offering for the community.t

22“ ‘When a leaderu sins unintentionallyv and does what is forbidden in any of the commands of the LORD his God, he is guilty. 23When he is made aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as his offering a male goatw without defect. 24He is to lay his hand on the goat’s head and slaughter it at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered before the LORD.x It is a sin offering.y 25Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altarz of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar.a 26He shall burn all the fat on the altar as he burned the fat of the fellowship offering. In this way the priest will make atonementb for the man’s sin, and he will be forgiven.c

27“ ‘If a member of the community sins unintentionallyd and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s commands, he is guilty. 28When he is made aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as his offeringe for the sin he committed a female goatf without defect. 29He is to lay his hand on the headg of the sin offeringh and slaughter it at the place of the burnt offering.i 30Then the priest is to take some of the blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offeringj and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 31He shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altark as an aroma pleasing to the LORD.l In this way the priest will make atonementm for him, and he will be forgiven.n

32“ ‘If he brings a lambo as his sin offering, he is to bring a female without defect.p 33He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter itq for a sin offeringr at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered.s 34Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar.t 35He shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the lamb of the fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altaru on top of the offerings made to the LORD by fire. In this way the priest will make atonement for him for the sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven.




Leviticus 5

1“ ‘If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public charge to testifya regarding something he has seen or learned about, he will be held responsible.b

2“ ‘Or if a person touches anything ceremonially unclean—whether the carcasses of unclean wild animals or of unclean livestock or of unclean creatures that move along the groundc—even though he is unaware of it, he has become uncleand and is guilty.

3“ ‘Or if he touches human uncleannesse—anything that would make him uncleanf—even though he is unaware of it, when he learns of it he will be guilty.

4“ ‘Or if a person thoughtlessly takes an oathg to do anything, whether good or evilh—in any matter one might carelessly swear about—even though he is unaware of it, in any case when he learns of it he will be guilty.

5“ ‘When anyone is guilty in any of these ways, he must confessi in what way he has sinned 6and, as a penalty for the sin he has committed, he must bring to the LORD a female lamb or goatj from the flock as a sin offering;k and the priest shall make atonementl for him for his sin.

7“ ‘If he cannot affordm a lamb,n he is to bring two doves or two young pigeonso to the LORD as a penalty for his sin—one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 8He is to bring them to the priest, who shall first offer the one for the sin offering. He is to wring its head from its neck,p not severing it completely,q 9and is to sprinkler some of the blood of the sin offering against the side of the altar;s the rest of the blood must be drained out at the base of the altar.t It is a sin offering. 10The priest shall then offer the other as a burnt offering in the prescribed wayu and make atonementv for him for the sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven.w

11“ ‘If, however, he cannot affordx two doves or two young pigeons,y he is to bring as an offering for his sin a tenth of an ephah[7]z of fine floura for a sin offering. He must not put oil or incense on it, because it is a sin offering. 12He is to bring it to the priest, who shall take a handful of it as a memorial portionb and burn it on the altarc on top of the offerings made to the LORD by fire. It is a sin offering. 13In this way the priest will make atonementd for him for any of these sins he has committed, and he will be forgiven. The rest of the offering will belong to the priest,e as in the case of the grain offering.f’ ”

The Guilt Offering

14The LORD said to Moses: 15“When a person commits a violation and sins unintentionallyg in regard to any of the LORD’s holy things, he is to bring to the LORD as a penaltyh a rami from the flock, one without defect and of the proper value in silver, according to the sanctuary shekel.[8]j It is a guilt offering.k 16He must make restitutionl for what he has failed to do in regard to the holy things, add a fifth of the valuem to that and give it all to the priest, who will make atonement for him with the ram as a guilt offering, and he will be forgiven.

17“If a person sins and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s commands, even though he does not know it,n he is guilty and will be held responsible.o 18He is to bring to the priest as a guilt offeringp a ram from the flock, one without defect and of the proper value. In this way the priest will make atonement for him for the wrong he has committed unintentionally, and he will be forgiven.q 19It is a guilt offering; he has been guilty of[9] wrongdoing against the LORD.”r
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Lord,

where I have stumbled, forgive me. Allow your Spirit to convict me in the areas in which I need to be purified. In Jesus’ perfect name I pray,

Amen.

Leviticus 5:14–19
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Leviticus 6

1The LORD said to Moses: 2“If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the LORDa by deceiving his neighborb about something entrusted to him or left in his carec or stolen, or if he cheatsd him, 3or if he finds lost property and lies about it,e or if he swears falsely,f or if he commits any such sin that people may do— 4when he thus sins and becomes guilty, he must returng what he has stolen or taken by extortion, or what was entrusted to him, or the lost property he found, 5or whatever it was he swore falsely about. He must make restitutionh in full, add a fifth of the value to it and give it all to the owner on the day he presents his guilt offering.i 6And as a penalty he must bring to the priest, that is, to the LORD, his guilt offering,j a ram from the flock, one without defect and of the proper value.k 7In this way the priest will make atonementl for him before the LORD, and he will be forgiven for any of these things he did that made him guilty.”

The Burnt Offering

8The LORD said to Moses: 9“Give Aaron and his sons this command: ‘These are the regulations for the burnt offeringm: The burnt offering is to remain on the altar hearth throughout the night, till morning, and the fire must be kept burning on the altar.n 10The priest shall then put on his linen clothes,o with linen undergarments next to his body,p and shall remove the ashesq of the burnt offering that the fire has consumed on the altar and place them beside the altar. 11Then he is to take off these clothes and put on others, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a place that is ceremonially clean.r 12The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out. Every morning the priest is to add firewoods and arrange the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fatt of the fellowship offerings[10]u on it. 13The fire must be kept burning on the altar continuously; it must not go out.

The Grain Offering

14“ ‘These are the regulations for the grain offering:v Aaron’s sons are to bring it before the LORD, in front of the altar. 15The priest is to take a handful of fine flour and oil, together with all the incensew on the grain offering,x and burn the memorial portiony on the altar as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 16Aaron and his sonsz shall eat the resta of it, but it is to be eaten without yeastb in a holy place;c they are to eat it in the courtyardd of the Tent of Meeting.e 17It must not be baked with yeast; I have given it as their sharef of the offerings made to me by fire.g Like the sin offering and the guilt offering, it is most holy.h 18Any male descendant of Aaron may eat it.i It is his regular sharej of the offerings made to the LORD by fire for the generations to come.k Whatever touches them will become holy.[11]l’ ”

19The LORD also said to Moses, 20“This is the offering Aaron and his sons are to bring to the LORD on the day he[12] is anointed:m a tenth of an ephah[13]n of fine flouro as a regular grain offering,p half of it in the morning and half in the evening. 21Prepare it with oil on a griddle;q bring it well-mixed and present the grain offering broken[14] in pieces as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 22The son who is to succeed him as anointed priestr shall prepare it. It is the LORD’s regular share and is to be burned completely.s 23Every grain offering of a priest shall be burned completely; it must not be eaten.”

The Sin Offering

24The LORD said to Moses, 25“Say to Aaron and his sons: ‘These are the regulations for the sin offering:t The sin offering is to be slaughtered before the LORDu in the placev the burnt offering is slaughtered; it is most holy. 26The priest who offers it shall eat it; it is to be eaten in a holy place,w in the courtyardx of the Tent of Meeting.y 27Whatever touches any of the flesh will become holy,z and if any of the blood is spattered on a garment, you must wash it in a holy place. 28The clay pota the meat is cooked in must be broken; but if it is cooked in a bronze pot, the pot is to be scoured and rinsed with water. 29Any male in a priest’s family may eat it;b it is most holy.c 30But any sin offering whose blood is brought into the Tent of Meeting to make atonementd in the Holy Placee must not be eaten; it must be burned.f




The Guilt Offering

Leviticus 7

1“ ‘These are the regulations for the guilt offering,a which is most holy: 2The guilt offering is to be slaughtered in the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered, and its blood is to be sprinkled against the altar on all sides. 3All its fatb shall be offered: the fat tail and the fat that covers the inner parts, 4both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which is to be removed with the kidneys.c 5The priest shall burn them on the altard as an offering made to the LORD by fire. It is a guilt offering. 6Any male in a priest’s family may eat it,e but it must be eaten in a holy place; it is most holy.f

7“ ‘The same law applies to both the sin offeringg and the guilt offering:h They belong to the priesti who makes atonement with them.j 8The priest who offers a burnt offering for anyone may keep its hidek for himself. 9Every grain offering baked in an ovenl or cooked in a panm or on a griddlen belongs to the priest who offers it, 10and every grain offering, whether mixed with oil or dry, belongs equally to all the sons of Aaron.

The Fellowship Offering

11“ ‘These are the regulations for the fellowship offering[15] a person may present to the LORD:

12“ ‘If he offers it as an expression of thankfulness, then along with this thank offeringo he is to offer cakesp of bread made without yeastq and mixed with oil, wafersr made without yeast and spread with oil,s and cakes of fine flour well-kneaded and mixed with oil. 13Along with his fellowship offering of thanksgivingt he is to present an offering with cakes of bread made with yeast.u 14He is to bring one of each kind as an offering, a contribution to the LORD; it belongs to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the fellowship offerings. 15The meat of his fellowship offering of thanksgiving must be eaten on the day it is offered; he must leave none of it till morning.v

16“ ‘If, however, his offering is the result of a voww or is a freewill offering,x the sacrifice shall be eaten on the day he offers it, but anything left over may be eaten on the next day.y 17Any meat of the sacrifice left over till the third day must be burned up.z 18If any meat of the fellowship offeringa is eaten on the third day, it will not be accepted.b It will not be creditedc to the one who offered it, for it is impure; the person who eats any of it will be held responsible.d

19“ ‘Meat that touches anything ceremonially unclean must not be eaten; it must be burned up. As for other meat, anyone ceremonially clean may eat it. 20But if anyone who is uncleane eats any meat of the fellowship offering belonging to the LORD, that person must be cut off from his people.f 21If anyone touches something uncleang—whether human uncleanness or an unclean animal or any unclean, detestable thing—and then eats any of the meat of the fellowship offering belonging to the LORD, that person must be cut off from his people.’ ”

Eating Fat and Blood Forbidden

22The LORD said to Moses, 23“Say to the Israelites: ‘Do not eat any of the fat of cattle, sheep or goats.h 24The fat of an animal found dead or torn by wild animalsi may be used for any other purpose, but you must not eat it. 25Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which an offering by fire may be[16] made to the LORD must be cut off from his people. 26And wherever you live, you must not eat the bloodj of any bird or animal. 27If anyone eats blood,k that person must be cut off from his people.’ ”

The Priests’ Share

28The LORD said to Moses, 29“Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who brings a fellowship offering to the LORD is to bring part of it as his sacrifice to the LORD. 30With his own hands he is to bring the offering made to the LORD by fire; he is to bring the fat, together with the breast, and wave the breast before the LORD as a wave offering.l 31The priest shall burn the fat on the altar,m but the breast belongs to Aaron and his sons.n 32You are to give the right thigh of your fellowship offerings to the priest as a contribution.o 33The son of Aaron who offers the blood and the fat of the fellowship offering shall have the right thigh as his share. 34From the fellowship offerings of the Israelites, I have taken the breast that is waved and the thighp that is presented and have given them to Aaron the priest and his sonsq as their regular share from the Israelites.’ ”

35This is the portion of the offerings made to the LORD by fire that were allotted to Aaron and his sons on the day they were presented to serve the LORD as priests. 36On the day they were anointed,r the LORD commanded that the Israelites give this to them as their regular share for the generations to come.

37These, then, are the regulations for the burnt offering,s the grain offering,t the sin offering, the guilt offering, the ordination offeringu and the fellowship offering, 38which the LORD gave Mosesv on Mount Sinaiw on the day he commanded the Israelites to bring their offerings to the LORD,x in the Desert of Sinai.




The Ordination of Aaron and His Sons

8:1–36pp — Ex 29:1–37

Leviticus 8

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Bring Aaron and his sons,a their garments,b the anointing oil,c the bull for the sin offering,d the two ramse and the basket containing bread made without yeast,f 3and gather the entire assemblyg at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.” 4Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the assembly gathered at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.

5Moses said to the assembly, “This is what the LORD has commanded to be done.h” 6Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them with water.i 7He put the tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around him, clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him. He also tied the ephod to him by its skillfully woven waistband; so it was fastened on him.j 8He placed the breastpiecek on him and put the Urim and Thummiml in the breastpiece. 9Then he placed the turbanm on Aaron’s head and set the gold plate, the sacred diadem,n on the front of it, as the LORD commanded Moses.o

10Then Moses took the anointing oilp and anointedq the tabernacler and everything in it, and so consecrated them. 11He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the altar and all its utensils and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them.s 12He poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointedt him to consecrate him.u 13Then he brought Aaron’s sonsv forward, put tunicsw on them, tied sashes around them and put headbands on them, as the LORD commanded Moses.x

14He then presented the bully for the sin offering,z and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head.a 15Moses slaughtered the bull and took some of the blood,b and with his finger he put it on all the horns of the altarc to purify the altar.d He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. So he consecrated it to make atonement for it.e 16Moses also took all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both kidneys and their fat, and burned it on the altar. 17But the bull with its hide and its flesh and its offalf he burned up outside the camp,g as the LORD commanded Moses.

18He then presented the ramh for the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. 19Then Moses slaughtered the ram and sprinkled the blood against the altar on all sides. 20He cut the ram into pieces and burned the head, the pieces and the fat.i 21He washed the inner parts and the legs with water and burned the whole ram on the altar as a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire, as the LORD commanded Moses.

22He then presented the other ram, the ram for the ordination,j and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head.k 23Moses slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.l 24Moses also brought Aaron’s sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears, on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Then he sprinkled blood against the altar on all sides.m 25He took the fatn, the fat tail, all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both kidneys and their fat and the right thigh. 26Then from the basket of bread made without yeast, which was before the LORD, he took a cake of bread, and one made with oil, and a wafer;o he put these on the fat portions and on the right thigh. 27He put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and waved them before the LORDp as a wave offering. 28Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar on top of the burnt offering as an ordination offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 29He also took the breast—Moses’ share of the ordination ramq—and waved it before the LORD as a wave offering, as the LORD commanded Moses.

30Then Mosesr took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood from the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garmentss and on his sons and their garments. So he consecratedt Aaron and his garments and his sons and their garments.

31Moses then said to Aaron and his sons, “Cook the meat at the entrance to the Tent of Meetingu and eat it there with the bread from the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying,[17] ‘Aaron and his sons are to eat it.’ 32Then burn up the rest of the meat and the bread. 33Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for seven days, until the days of your ordination are completed, for your ordination will last seven days.v 34What has been done today was commanded by the LORDw to make atonement for you. 35You must stay at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting day and night for seven days and do what the LORD requires,x so you will not die; for that is what I have been commanded.” 36So Aaron and his sons did everything the LORD commanded through Moses.
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Woman of color,

Remember that I gave the ultimate sacrifice: my Son, Jesus.

Because I love you,

God

Leviticus 8:34–36
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The Priests Begin Their Ministry

Leviticus 9

1On the eighth daya Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the eldersb of Israel. 2He said to Aaron, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt offering, both without defect, and present them before the LORD. 3Then say to the Israelites: ‘Take a male goatc for a sin offering,d a calfe and a lambf—both a year old and without defect—for a burnt offering, 4and an ox[18]g and a ram for a fellowship offering[19]h to sacrifice before the LORD, together with a grain offering mixed with oil. For today the LORD will appear to you.i’ ”

5They took the things Moses commanded to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and the entire assembly came near and stood before the LORD. 6Then Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded you to do, so that the glory of the LORDj may appear to you.”

7Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and the people;k sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.l”

8So Aaron came to the altar and slaughtered the calf as a sin offeringm for himself. 9His sons brought the blood to him,n and he dipped his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar; the rest of the blood he poured out at the base of the altar.o 10On the altar he burned the fat, the kidneys and the covering of the liver from the sin offering, as the LORD commanded Moses; 11the flesh and the hidep he burned up outside the camp.q

12Then he slaughtered the burnt offering.r His sons handed him the blood,s and he sprinkled it against the altar on all sides. 13They handed him the burnt offering piece by piece, including the head, and he burned them on the altar.t 14He washed the inner parts and the legs and burned them on top of the burnt offering on the altar.u

15Aaron then brought the offering that was for the people.v He took the goat for the people’s sin offering and slaughtered it and offered it for a sin offering as he did with the first one.

16He brought the burnt offering and offered it in the prescribed way.w 17He also brought the grain offering, took a handful of it and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning’s burnt offering.x

18He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the people.y His sons handed him the blood, and he sprinkled it against the altar on all sides. 19But the fat portions of the ox and the ram—the fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and the covering of the liver— 20these they laid on the breasts, and then Aaron burned the fat on the altar. 21Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh before the LORD as a wave offering,z as Moses commanded.

22Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them.a And having sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down.

23Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting.b When they came out, they blessed the people; and the glory of the LORDc appeared to all the people. 24Fired came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown.e




The Death of Nadab and Abihu

Leviticus 10

1Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihua took their censers,b put fire in themc and added incense;d and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD,e contrary to his command.f 2So fire came outg from the presence of the LORD and consumed them,h and they died before the LORD.i 3Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke of when he said:

“ ‘Among those who approach mej

I will show myself holy;k

in the sight of all the people

I will be honored.l’ ”

Aaron remained silent.

4Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan,m sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel,n and said to them, “Come here; carry your cousins outside the camp,o away from the front of the sanctuary.p” 5So they came and carried them, still in their tunics,q outside the camp, as Moses ordered.

6Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar,r “Do not let your hair become unkempt,[20]s and do not tear your clothes,t or you will die and the LORD will be angry with the whole community.u But your relatives, all the house of Israel, may mournv for those the LORD has destroyed by fire. 7Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meetingw or you will die, because the LORD’s anointing oilx is on you.” So they did as Moses said.

8Then the LORD said to Aaron, 9“You and your sons are not to drink winey or other fermented drinkz whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinancea for the generations to come. 10You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean,b 11and you must teachc the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has given them through Moses.d”

12Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, “Take the grain offeringe left over from the offerings made to the LORD by fire and eat it prepared without yeast beside the altar,f for it is most holy. 13Eat it in a holy place,g because it is your share and your sons’ share of the offerings made to the LORD by fire; for so I have been commanded.h 14But you and your sons and your daughters may eat the breasti that was waved and the thigh that was presented. Eat them in a ceremonially clean place;j they have been given to you and your children as your share of the Israelites’ fellowship offerings.[21] 15The thighk that was presented and the breast that was waved must be brought with the fat portions of the offerings made by fire, to be waved before the LORD as a wave offering.l This will be the regular share for you and your children, as the LORD has commanded.”

16When Moses inquired about the goat of the sin offeringm and found that it had been burned up, he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, and asked, 17“Why didn’t you eat the sin offeringn in the sanctuary area? It is most holy; it was given to you to take away the guilto of the community by making atonement for them before the LORD. 18Since its blood was not taken into the Holy Place,p you should have eaten the goat in the sanctuary area, as I commanded.q”

19Aaron replied to Moses, “Today they sacrificed their sin offering and their burnt offeringr before the LORD, but such things as this have happened to me. Would the LORD have been pleased if I had eaten the sin offering today?” 20When Moses heard this, he was satisfied.




Clean and Unclean Food

11:1–23pp — Dt 14:3–20

Leviticus 11

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2“Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these are the ones you may eat:a 3You may eat any animal that has a split hoof completely divided and that chews the cud.

4“ ‘There are some that only chew the cud or only have a split hoof, but you must not eat them.b The camel, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is ceremonially unclean for you. 5The coney,[22] though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. 6The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. 7And the pig,c though it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you. 8You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses; they are unclean for you.d

9“ ‘Of all the creatures living in the water of the seas and the streams, you may eat any that have fins and scales. 10But all creatures in the seas or streams that do not have fins and scales—whether among all the swarming things or among all the other living creatures in the water—you are to detest.e 11And since you are to detest them, you must not eat their meat and you must detest their carcasses.f 12Anything living in the water that does not have fins and scales is to be detestable to you.g

13“ ‘These are the birds you are to detest and not eat because they are detestable: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture, 14the red kite, any kindh of black kite, 15any kind of raven,i 16the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, 17the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, 18the white owl,j the desert owl, the osprey, 19the stork,k any kindl of heron, the hoopoe and the bat.[23]m

20“ ‘All flying insects that walk on all fours are to be detestable to you.n 21There are, however, some winged creatures that walk on all fours that you may eat: those that have jointed legs for hopping on the ground. 22Of these you may eat any kind of locust,o katydid, cricket or grasshopper. 23But all other winged creatures that have four legs you are to detest.

24“ ‘You will make yourselves unclean by these;p whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean till evening.q 25Whoever picks up one of their carcasses must wash his clothes,r and he will be unclean till evening.s

26“ ‘Every animal that has a split hoof not completely divided or that does not chew the cud is unclean for you; whoever touches [the carcass of] any of them will be unclean. 27Of all the animals that walk on all fours, those that walk on their paws are unclean for you; whoever touches their carcasses will be unclean till evening. 28Anyone who picks up their carcasses must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening.t They are unclean for you.

29“ ‘Of the animals that move about on the ground, these are unclean for you:u the weasel, the rat,v any kind of great lizard, 30the gecko, the monitor lizard, the wall lizard, the skink and the chameleon. 31Of all those that move along the ground, these are unclean for you. Whoever touches them when they are dead will be unclean till evening. 32When one of them dies and falls on something, that article, whatever its use, will be unclean, whether it is made of wood, cloth, hide or sackcloth.w Put it in water; it will be unclean till evening, and then it will be clean. 33If one of them falls into a clay pot, everything in it will be unclean, and you must break the pot.x 34Any food that could be eaten but has water on it from such a pot is unclean, and any liquid that could be drunk from it is unclean. 35Anything that one of their carcasses falls on becomes unclean; an oven or cooking pot must be broken up. They are unclean, and you are to regard them as unclean. 36A spring, however, or a cistern for collecting water remains clean, but anyone who touches one of these carcasses is unclean. 37If a carcass falls on any seeds that are to be planted, they remain clean. 38But if water has been put on the seed and a carcass falls on it, it is unclean for you.

39“ ‘If an animal that you are allowed to eat dies,y anyone who touches the carcassz will be unclean till evening. 40Anyone who eats some of the carcassa must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening.b Anyone who picks up the carcass must wash his clothes, and he will be unclean till evening.

41“ ‘Every creature that moves about on the ground is detestable; it is not to be eaten. 42You are not to eat any creature that moves about on the ground, whether it moves on its belly or walks on all fours or on many feet; it is detestable. 43Do not defile yourselves by any of these creatures.c Do not make yourselves unclean by means of them or be made unclean by them. 44I am the LORD your God;d consecrate yourselvese and be holy,f because I am holy.g Do not make yourselves unclean by any creature that moves about on the ground.h 45I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypti to be your God;j therefore be holy, because I am holy.k

46“ ‘These are the regulations concerning animals, birds, every living thing that moves in the water and every creature that moves about on the ground. 47You must distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between living creatures that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten.l’ ”




Purification After Childbirth

Leviticus 12

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Say to the Israelites: ‘A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will be ceremonially unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period.a 3On the eighth dayb the boy is to be circumcised.c 4Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding. She must not touch anything sacred or go to the sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. 5If she gives birth to a daughter, for two weeks the woman will be unclean, as during her period. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be purified from her bleeding.

6“ ‘When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over,d she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a year-old lambe for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering.f 7He shall offer them before the LORD to make atonement for her, and then she will be ceremonially clean from her flow of blood.

“ ‘These are the regulations for the woman who gives birth to a boy or a girl. 8If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons,g one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering.h In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.i’ ”




Regulations About Infectious Skin Diseases

Leviticus 13

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2“When anyone has a swellinga or a rash or a bright spotb on his skin that may become an infectious skin disease,[24]c he must be brought to Aaron the priestd or to one of his sons[25] who is a priest. 3The priest is to examine the sore on his skin, and if the hair in the sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep,[26] it is an infectious skin disease. When the priest examines him, he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean.e 4If the spotf on his skin is white but does not appear to be more than skin deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to put the infected person in isolation for seven days.g 5On the seventh dayh the priest is to examine him,i and if he sees that the sore is unchanged and has not spread in the skin, he is to keep him in isolation another seven days. 6On the seventh day the priest is to examine him again, and if the sore has faded and has not spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean;j it is only a rash. The man must wash his clothes,k and he will be clean.l 7But if the rash does spread in his skin after he has shown himself to the priest to be pronounced clean, he must appear before the priest again.m 8The priest is to examine him, and if the rash has spread in the skin, he shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious disease.

9“When anyone has an infectious skin disease, he must be brought to the priest. 10The priest is to examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white and if there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11it is a chronic skin diseasen and the priest shall pronounce him unclean. He is not to put him in isolation, because he is already unclean.

12“If the disease breaks out all over his skin and, so far as the priest can see, it covers all the skin of the infected person from head to foot, 13the priest is to examine him, and if the disease has covered his whole body, he shall pronounce that person clean. Since it has all turned white, he is clean. 14But whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. 15When the priest sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce him unclean. The raw flesh is unclean; he has an infectious disease.o 16Should the raw flesh change and turn white, he must go to the priest. 17The priest is to examine him, and if the sores have turned white, the priest shall pronounce the infected person clean;p then he will be clean.

18“When someone has a boilq on his skin and it heals, 19and in the place where the boil was, a white swelling or reddish-whiter spots appears, he must present himself to the priest. 20The priest is to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it has turned white, the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an infectious skin diseaset that has broken out where the boil was. 21But if, when the priest examines it, there is no white hair in it and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven days. 22If it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is infectious. 23But if the spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.u

24“When someone has a burn on his skin and a reddish-white or white spot appears in the raw flesh of the burn, 25the priest is to examine the spot, and if the hair in it has turned white, and it appears to be more than skin deep, it is an infectious disease that has broken out in the burn. The priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease.v 26But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and if it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven days.w 27On the seventh day the priest is to examine him,x and if it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. 28If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not spread in the skin but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only a scar from the burn.y

29“If a man or woman has a sore on the headz or on the chin, 30the priest is to examine the sore, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it is yellow and thin, the priest shall pronounce that person unclean; it is an itch, an infectious disease of the head or chin. 31But if, when the priest examines this kind of sore, it does not seem to be more than skin deep and there is no black hair in it, then the priest is to put the infected person in isolation for seven days.a 32On the seventh day the priest is to examine the sore,b and if the itch has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and it does not appear to be more than skin deep, 33he must be shaved except for the diseased area, and the priest is to keep him in isolation another seven days. 34On the seventh day the priest is to examine the itch,c and if it has not spread in the skin and appears to be no more than skin deep, the priest shall pronounce him clean. He must wash his clothes, and he will be clean.d 35But if the itch does spread in the skin after he is pronounced clean, 36the priest is to examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest does not need to look for yellow hair; the person is unclean.e 37If, however, in his judgment it is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed. He is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

38“When a man or woman has white spots on the skin, 39the priest is to examine them, and if the spots are dull white, it is a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin; that person is clean.

40“When a man has lost his hair and is bald,f he is clean. 41If he has lost his hair from the front of his scalp and has a bald forehead, he is clean. 42But if he has a reddish-white sore on his bald head or forehead, it is an infectious disease breaking out on his head or forehead. 43The priest is to examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head or forehead is reddish-white like an infectious skin disease, 44the man is diseased and is unclean. The priest shall pronounce him unclean because of the sore on his head.

45“The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes,g let his hair be unkempt,[27] cover the lower part of his faceh and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’i 46As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.j

Regulations About Mildew

47“If any clothing is contaminated with mildew—any woolen or linen clothing, 48any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or anything made of leather— 49and if the contamination in the clothing, or leather, or woven or knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish or reddish, it is a spreading mildew and must be shown to the priest.k 50The priest is to examine the mildewl and isolate the affected article for seven days. 51On the seventh day he is to examine it,m and if the mildew has spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather, whatever its use, it is a destructive mildew; the article is unclean.n 52He must burn up the clothing, or the woven or knitted material of wool or linen, or any leather article that has the contamination in it, because the mildew is destructive; the article must be burned up.o

53“But if, when the priest examines it, the mildew has not spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather article, 54he shall order that the contaminated article be washed. Then he is to isolate it for another seven days. 55After the affected article has been washed, the priest is to examine it, and if the mildew has not changed its appearance, even though it has not spread, it is unclean. Burn it with fire, whether the mildew has affected one side or the other. 56If, when the priest examines it, the mildew has faded after the article has been washed, he is to tear the contaminated part out of the clothing, or the leather, or the woven or knitted material. 57But if it reappears in the clothing, or in the woven or knitted material, or in the leather article, it is spreading, and whatever has the mildew must be burned with fire. 58The clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or any leather article that has been washed and is rid of the mildew, must be washed again, and it will be clean.”

59These are the regulations concerning contamination by mildew in woolen or linen clothing, woven or knitted material, or any leather article, for pronouncing them clean or unclean.




Cleansing From Infectious Skin Diseases

Leviticus 14

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“These are the regulations for the diseased person at the time of his ceremonial cleansing, when he is brought to the priest:a 3The priest is to go outside the camp and examine him.b If the person has been healed of his infectious skin disease,[28]c 4the priest shall order that two live clean birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssopd be brought for the one to be cleansed.e 5Then the priest shall order that one of the birds be killed over fresh water in a clay pot.f 6He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.g 7Seven timesh he shall sprinklei the one to be cleansed of the infectious disease and pronounce him clean. Then he is to release the live bird in the open fields.j

8“The person to be cleansed must wash his clothes,k shave off all his hair and bathe with water;l then he will be ceremonially clean.m After this he may come into the camp,n but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. 9On the seventh dayo he must shave off all his hair;p he must shave his head, his beard, his eyebrows and the rest of his hair. He must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water, and he will be clean.q

10“On the eighth dayr he must bring two male lambs and one ewe lambs a year old, each without defect, along with three-tenths of an ephah[29]t of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering,u and one log[30] of oil.v 11The priest who pronounces him clean shall presentw both the one to be cleansed and his offerings before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.x

12“Then the priest is to take one of the male lambs and offer it as a guilt offering,y along with the log of oil; he shall wave them before the LORD as a wave offering.z 13He is to slaughter the lamb in the holy placea where the sin offering and the burnt offering are slaughtered. Like the sin offering, the guilt offering belongs to the priest;b it is most holy. 14The priest is to take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.c 15The priest shall then take some of the log of oil, pour it in the palm of his own left hand,d 16dip his right forefinger into the oil in his palm, and with his finger sprinkle some of it before the LORD seven times.e 17The priest is to put some of the oil remaining in his palm on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering.f 18The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansedg and make atonement for him before the LORD.

19“Then the priest is to sacrifice the sin offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his uncleanness.h After that, the priest shall slaughter the burnt offering 20and offer it on the altar, together with the grain offering, and make atonement for him,i and he will be clean.j

21“If, however, he is poork and cannot afford these,l he must take one male lamb as a guilt offering to be waved to make atonement for him, together with a tenth of an ephah[31] of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, a log of oil, 22and two doves or two young pigeons,m which he can afford, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering.n

23“On the eighth day he must bring them for his cleansing to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting,o before the LORD.p 24The priest is to take the lamb for the guilt offering,q together with the log of oil,r and wave them before the LORD as a wave offering.s 25He shall slaughter the lamb for the guilt offering and take some of its blood and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.t 26The priest is to pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand,u 27and with his right forefinger sprinkle some of the oil from his palm seven times before the LORD. 28Some of the oil in his palm he is to put on the same places he put the blood of the guilt offering—on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 29The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD.v 30Then he shall sacrifice the doves or the young pigeons, which the person can afford,w 31one[32] as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering,x together with the grain offering. In this way the priest will make atonement before the LORD on behalf of the one to be cleansed.y”

32These are the regulations for anyone who has an infectious skin diseasez and who cannot afford the regular offeringsa for his cleansing.

Cleansing From Mildew

33The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 34“When you enter the land of Canaan,b which I am giving you as your possession,c and I put a spreading mildew in a house in that land, 35the owner of the house must go and tell the priest, ‘I have seen something that looks like mildew in my house.’ 36The priest is to order the house to be emptied before he goes in to examine the mildew, so that nothing in the house will be pronounced unclean. After this the priest is to go in and inspect the house. 37He is to examine the mildew on the walls, and if it has greenish or reddishd depressions that appear to be deeper than the surface of the wall, 38the priest shall go out the doorway of the house and close it up for seven days.e 39On the seventh dayf the priest shall return to inspect the house. If the mildew has spread on the walls, 40he is to order that the contaminated stones be torn out and thrown into an unclean place outside the town.g 41He must have all the inside walls of the house scraped and the material that is scraped off dumped into an unclean place outside the town. 42Then they are to take other stones to replace these and take new clay and plaster the house.

43“If the mildew reappears in the house after the stones have been torn out and the house scraped and plastered, 44the priest is to go and examine it and, if the mildew has spread in the house, it is a destructive mildew; the house is unclean.h 45It must be torn down—its stones, timbers and all the plaster—and taken out of the town to an unclean place.

46“Anyone who goes into the house while it is closed up will be unclean till evening.i 47Anyone who sleeps or eats in the house must wash his clothes.j

48“But if the priest comes to examine it and the mildew has not spread after the house has been plastered, he shall pronounce the house clean,k because the mildew is gone. 49To purify the house he is to take two birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop.l 50He shall kill one of the birds over fresh water in a clay pot.m 51Then he is to take the cedar wood, the hyssop,n the scarlet yarn and the live bird, dip them into the blood of the dead bird and the fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times.o 52He shall purify the house with the bird’s blood, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop and the scarlet yarn. 53Then he is to release the live bird in the open fieldsp outside the town. In this way he will make atonement for the house, and it will be clean.q”

54These are the regulations for any infectious skin disease,r for an itch, 55for mildews in clothing or in a house, 56and for a swelling, a rash or a bright spot,t 57to determine when something is clean or unclean.

These are the regulations for infectious skin diseases and mildew.u




Discharges Causing Uncleanness

Leviticus 15

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any man has a bodily discharge,a the discharge is unclean. 3Whether it continues flowing from his body or is blocked, it will make him unclean. This is how his discharge will bring about uncleanness:

4“ ‘Any bed the man with a discharge lies on will be unclean, and anything he sits on will be unclean. 5Anyone who touches his bed must wash his clothesb and bathe with water,c and he will be unclean till evening.d 6Whoever sits on anything that the man with a discharge sat on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

7“ ‘Whoever touches the mane who has a dischargef must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

8“ ‘If the man with the discharge spitsg on someone who is clean, that person must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

9“ ‘Everything the man sits on when riding will be unclean, 10and whoever touches any of the things that were under him will be unclean till evening; whoever picks up those thingsh must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

11“ ‘Anyone the man with a discharge touches without rinsing his hands with water must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

12“ ‘A clay poti that the man touches must be broken, and any wooden articlej is to be rinsed with water.

13“ ‘When a man is cleansed from his discharge, he is to count off seven daysk for his ceremonial cleansing; he must wash his clothes and bathe himself with fresh water, and he will be clean.l 14On the eighth day he must take two doves or two young pigeonsm and come before the LORD to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and give them to the priest. 15The priest is to sacrifice them, the one for a sin offeringn and the other for a burnt offering.o In this way he will make atonement before the LORD for the man because of his discharge.p

16“ ‘When a man has an emission of semen,q he must bathe his whole body with water, and he will be unclean till evening.r 17Any clothing or leather that has semen on it must be washed with water, and it will be unclean till evening. 18When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of semen,s both must bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening.

19“ ‘When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her monthly periodt will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean till evening.

20“ ‘Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and anything she sits on will be unclean. 21Whoever touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.u 22Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 23Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean till evening.

24“ ‘If a man lies with her and her monthly flowv touches him, he will be unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean.

25“ ‘When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other than her monthly periodw or has a discharge that continues beyond her period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days of her period. 26Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues will be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly period, and anything she sits on will be unclean, as during her period. 27Whoever touches them will be unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening.

28“ ‘When she is cleansed from her discharge, she must count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean. 29On the eighth day she must take two doves or two young pigeonsx and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 30The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way he will make atonement for her before the LORD for the uncleanness of her discharge.y

31“ ‘You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place,[33]z which is among them.’ ”

32These are the regulations for a man with a discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen,a 33for a woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean.b
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