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In memory of Gary Deccio
 1955–1990
 What a wide embrace you had.
 We still feel it.
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FOREWORD




In my travels around the country and in letters from readers, I am constantly asked what happens to certain characters in my books. Does Willie Weaver make it when he returns to Oakland? Does he come back home to Montana again later? Where does Louie Banks go after graduation? Do Dillon Hemingway and Jennifer Lawless ever get together? Does Jeffrey Hawkins die?

The answer to all those questions is “I haven’t the foggiest idea.” My stories don’t stop because I stop writing them, but my participation in them does. When I come to the last page of any novel, I present the characters to you, the reader. What happens next is up to you.

However, at times I find myself thinking about some of these folks on my own. I have lived the better part of a year with each, have taken long runs, fast motorcycle rides, and cross-country car trips with all of them. So once in a while I check in.

Athletic Shorts provides my avenue to do that—short stories about characters from those books. Some of these stories take place before the time of the book in which the character appeared, some after, but all are enriched, in my mind, by that character’s history in fiction.

In my relatively short life as a writer, I have heard my share of praise (for writing about real problems, stories that boys will read, stories that have teaching value and can be used in the classroom), and I have received my share of criticism (for packing too much into one book, for depicting my characters’ hardships too graphically, and for using language and ideas that kids don’t need to be exposed to). Like most writers, I like to think the praise is well deserved, the criticism harsh and unfair. That allows me to go right on doing what I am doing.

But whether I am praised or criticized, writing is my passion. Whether it be comedy or tragedy or walking that high, thin tightwire between, my passion lies in connecting with people through the written word, through stories. The stories in this collection are stories I care about. There is a bit of my soul in every one, a bit of the hero that lies within me, a bit of the fool. They are filled with males and females, oldsters and youngsters, gays and straights, blacks, whites, and all colors between. Some are foolish, some heroic; most, in their own way, are both. In other words they are human.

To tell the truth, I like it when my stories are seen by my critics from the same perspective as that in which most human beings are seen by their critics—for doing their best in tough situations, for failure, for excesses, for heart, for the glorious and the ghastly. I hope there is a little bit of all of that in Athletic Shorts.







End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg
& HarperCollins e-books





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg





