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I WANT TO STUDY



We have a week of vacation. Mother takes me aside.

My child. Theres something I have to tell you.

I answer, Mother, if you have something to tell me, do it quickly. Tell me.

But her words are like a death sentence.

Im afraid you may have been to school for the last time.

My eyes go wide. I look up at her. How can you say something like that? These days you cant live without an education. Even a peasant needs knowledge to ensure good harvests and to farm well.

Mother insists. Your brothers and you add up to three children to be sent to school. Your father is the only one earning money, and its not enough.

Im frightened. Does this mean I have to come home to work?

Yes.

And my two brothers?

Your two brothers will carry on with their studies.

I protest. Why can boys study and not girls?

Her smile is tired. Youre still little. When you grow up, youll understand.


No more money for school this year. Im back in the house and I work the land in order to pay for my brothers education. When I think of the happy times at school, I can almost imagine myself there. How I want to study! But my family cant afford it.

I want to go to school, Mother. I dont want to work at home. How wonderful it would be if I could stay at school forever!

Ma Yan
 May 2, 2001
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