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INTRODUCTION

ETIQUETTE: The Life of Every Party
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For decades, teenagers just like you have celebrated their high school years at proms, homecomings, graduations, Valentine’s Day dances, quinceañeras, sweet sixteens, and other parties. Over the years, these parties have been grounded in special traditions that have been handed down through generations. There are kings and queens, special themes and decorations, girls and boys in fancy formal wear, and that special someone to dance with.


Navigating all of these social events can be tricky. You may ask yourself: What should I wear? How can I be a good host or a model guest? Should I bring a gift? How much do I tip the limo driver? What’s a boutonniere? The list is endless.

Relax. We’re here to help. We can give you all the tools you need to get through all of these celebrations, using etiquette as our guide.

Etiquette dates back to the eighteenth century and comes from the French word for “ticket” or “little sign.” All these years later, etiquette is still simply a collection of “little signs,” or good manners, that can guide us in unfamiliar situations. Manners can help build good relationships and allow us to feel more comfortable everywhere.

 

All manners are rooted in just three principles:


	Respect: caring for and understanding others just as they are—whether they come from different cultures or have different beliefs. Showing respect for others also sends a signal for others to respect you in return.

	Consideration: thinking about how your actions will affect others around you.

	Honesty: Honesty is more than just not telling lies. Honesty is about being sincere and direct in a way that produces positive results.



Etiquette is a combination of manners and these three principles. Both are critical, because manners can change over time and from place to place. For instance, a prom in South Carolina may be guided by different traditions and manners than a prom in Oregon. But both will be grounded in the principles of respect, consideration, and honesty.

Knowing some basic etiquette can help get you through all of the celebrations you may be invited to during your teen years. In this book we have shared basic manners that you can take to help you at the big dance—or anywhere. For each social event described in this book you will be faced with many choices—how to plan and what to do before, during, and after the party. There may not always be a right or wrong choice. When that is the case, our advice is to consult the three principles. You can never go wrong if you are respectful, considerate, and honest. Think through your choices, make your decision based on what is best for everyone, and, most of all, have a great time.




WHAT ETIQUETTE IS NOT

Etiquette is not about acting superior or wearing white gloves.
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CHAPTER ONE

IT’S A PARTY! What Do We Do Now?




You and your friends are sitting together at lunch. It’s March and the dance is in two months. You’re not even close to being ready. Who will you go with? What will you wear? How will you get there?

Don’t worry. You still have time to plan, and in this chapter we’ll cover everything you’ll need to get started.

 

Your teen years will include a number of special parties: school dances, the prom, graduation, sweet sixteen, and quinceañera to name just a few. You may be the guest of honor, you may be in the prom court, or you may be one of many attendees. For each occasion you will be wondering about a date, invitation, clothes, flowers, gift, transportation, and food. While specific answers will depend on specific parties, we can supply general information that will fit any event. When you know what to expect—and what’s expected of you—you can focus on having fun.


WHO?

Will I go with a date? Will I go with a group?

If you want to go to a party or a dance, the important thing is to find a way to make it possible.

[image: image]

Back in your grandmother’s day, it would have been unthinkable for a girl to ask a boy out. She would have sat by her phone waiting, and waiting some more. And the boy might have been just as shy and was also sitting by his phone trying to get up his courage. And perhaps they both missed the dance. How sad! Today, it’s perfectly acceptable for a girl to invite a boy to a dance. Or a boy can ask a girl.

[image: image]

A group of friends might decide to go together. A girl might go with her two best friends. The only limitations these days are those defined by the event. What a relief!


A QUESTION FOR CINDY AND PEGGY

QUESTION: There’s this guy I’ve been hanging out with for the past month. He’s supercute and really nice. We’ve gone to the movies, we text each other all the time, and we meet up for lunch almost every day. Next month is our school’s annual winter ball. I think I want to ask him, but I’m scared. He hasn’t asked me. We are not a “couple,” and I don’t want to make things awkward, but…what should I do?

ANSWER: You really should talk to this cute and oh-so-nice friend. Maybe he would love to go with you. Maybe he asked someone else before he even met you and doesn’t know what to say. It’s possible he doesn’t like to dance and would rather not go at all. You’ll only know if you ask. It would be a shame not to know what he really thinks. Go for it!

 

Sometimes proms or dances are restricted to juniors and seniors. Some schools allow juniors and seniors to bring underclassmen. It may be the case that a tenth grader can go with a twelfth grader but not with a group of other tenth graders. Find out what the limitations are and then talk to your friends and figure out a plan.

If you are going to an event hosted in a private home, your invite might say “Plus One.” If that’s the case, then you can bring a date or a friend. If the invite does not specify, be sure to check in with your host before bringing an entourage.




THE DILEMMA

You’ve been asked to go to the prom with Elliot, the boy next door. You said yes. Now you’ve been asked to the prom by Roger, a very cute boy you did not imagine would ever ask you.

You would…


	a. Thank Roger and tell him you already have a date.
 
	b. Make up some lame excuse, tell Elliot that you have to break your date with him, and go with Roger.

	c. Tell Elliot the truth (that you really want to go with Roger), break your date with him, and go with Roger.



Answers


	a. This is the only right choice! In the long run, Roger and Elliot will have greater respect for you—and you will have greater respect for yourself—if you don’t drop Elliot for Roger.

	b. You will hurt Elliot, you will lose respect for yourself, and, if he finds out what happened, Roger will also lose respect for you.

	c. It might work, but you are running the risk of hurting Elliot with the same results as in b.



Why risk it? You’ll see Roger at the dance. And if he is half the guy you think he is, this won’t be the only time he’ll ask you out.






WHO PAYS?

Years ago it was assumed that guys paid for girls. The days of assuming are over. Nowadays it’s acceptable for either the boy or the girl to pay or to split the cost. But there are many different scenarios. In one approach, the person who does the asking does the paying. If a girl buys two tickets to the dance and asks a boy, she would pay. If she buys the tickets, does she also buy dinner? Tradition would say “No! It is the boy who pays.” However, a dinner at a fancy restaurant can be very expensive. Perhaps one of the couple pays for the tickets and one pays for the dinner.

[image: image]

Communication is the key in this situation. Maybe your date thinks tradition is the most important thing. Maybe you think both parties should contribute. If you talk it through and show respect for each other, you are sure to find an answer that works for both of you. The best bet is to make decisions about financing the special event early enough so it doesn’t become stressful. You do not want to get into a tug-of-war over the bill when the waiter brings it to the table.




$$$$—TRADITION VS. MODERN

The rules they are a-changing! The decision about who pays depends on which standard you apply:


	1. Tradition—The boy pays for tickets, dinner, and limo or car. Each pays for the other’s flowers.

	2. Modern—The person who invites pays for tickets. The couple decides who will pay for dinner and limo or car.



Either one is okay and perfectly acceptable.





HOW DO I PLAN MY GUEST LIST?

There are many things to consider when planning your guest list:


	[image: image] Do you ask everyone in your class or everyone in your building, only your “best” friends or everyone on your team?

	[image: image] What if there is someone you don’t especially like?

	[image: image] What if you have eight good friends but can only invite six?



Whether you are planning a pre-prom dinner at your home or a post-graduation party at a local reception hall, deciding on the guest list is an important, challenging task. You want to get the right mix of people. Depending on the place you choose to host your gathering, you may be limited by space. The first question that must be addressed is, How many? There are three important considerations when you make this decision:


	1. The type of party you are planning. A sit-down dinner may limit your numbers to six to ten. A buffet dinner may open up things and offer the opportunity for sixteen to twenty.

	2. What is your budget? Can you afford four or fourteen?

	3. Space is an important consideration. If you only have space for five, you can’t invite fifteen.


The next question has to do with your relationships to the people involved. Are there two or three couples you know who are all good friends and would make things really fun? If it is your graduation party, do you need to invite family members? If your date is shy, it would be important to include some of his friends so he has someone he feels comfortable with.

Another question involves your knowledge about those you might invite. Do two of the people have a history of not getting along? Does everyone have a ticket to the dance you will all go to after the dinner at your home? If it is a graduation party, do some of your potential guests have their own obligations to family members?

After carefully considering all these questions, you are ready to build your list. Once you have all the names down on paper, take a look at the list as a whole. Picture guests on the evening of your event. Can you see them talking to one another, enjoying one another’s company, and helping you to really celebrate and enjoy the special evening? After all, the guest list is really the heart of your party. Give it the attention it deserves.

HOW DO I ASK THEM?

Is the event a pre-prom, graduation, quinceañera, or sweet sixteen party? Is it casual or formal? Who’s hosting it, you or your parents? How can your guests let you know if they can come or not? These are all essential pieces of information for the host and the guests. An invitation is like a road map. In just a few words, you can help your guests find their way to the party, literally and figuratively! Whatever form your invitation takes, there are five pieces of essential information it should include:

[image: image]



	1. Who’s hosting: you, you and some friends, or your parents?

	2. What’s the celebration: coming-of-age, graduation, pre- or post-event party?

	3. When will it happen? When you give the date, it also helps to indicate the day of the week and, of course, don’t forget to mention the time. (If it’s a pre-prom party, you might mention an end time so guests can plan rides to the prom.)

	4. Where will it be? You can include directions or a small map if the place may not be familiar to everyone you invite.

	5. Any other information that your guests need to know: Is it formal or casual; is there a theme; do you want the guests to bring something or not (add “No gifts, please” to your invitation if that is the case)?


RSVP (RÉPONDEZ S’IL VOUS PLAÎT, which means “Please respond” in French) on the invitation will let the guests know how to reply to your invite. It can be a huge help to know how many people are coming, especially if you are serving food and beverages. Some invitations say “Regrets only.” That’s just what they mean. If a person is planning to attend, he or she does NOT need to let the host know. Unless you really don’t need to know how many are coming, you should indicate some form of reply on the invitation.




RSVP

Let your guests know the best way to reply to your invite!

By phone: RSVP to 809-555-8049 any evening.

By snail mail: RSVP to 320 Pollander Road, Berlin, MA 05525

By email: RSVP to Cyndi@myhouse.com (If you still haven’t heard from a guest within a week or two, it is completely okay to call or send an email to ask if he or she is planning to come.)





The style of your invitation tells your guests what type of party you are throwing.

A formal printed invitation with standard language signals to your guests that it’s a formal event. For example, an invitation issued by your parents to your formal quinceañera could look like this:

 


MR. AND MRS. ROBERTO AGUILAR

REQUEST THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE

AT A MASS CELEBRATING

THE FIFTEENTH BIRTHDAY

OF THEIR DAUGHTER

ROSA THERESA

ON SATURDAY, THE FOURTEENTH OF APRIL,

AT HALF PAST FOUR O’CLOCK

SAINT PETER’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

 

A reception card that offers the information for the party to follow is traditionally printed and included in the envelope.

 

PLEASE JOIN US AFTERWARD

FOR THE RECEPTION AT

THE ATLANTIC CLUB

808 SEASIDE AVENUE

ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

RSVP

2222 CONCORD AVENUE

LEXINGTON, MA 01002

 

A more casual, handwritten note can give the information needed but sends the message that your event is a smaller, intimate, and informal affair:



Dear Maggie,

I can’t believe it! My sweet sixteen is coming up, and my parents are giving me a party. It will be at the beach club on Saturday, April 25, from 8:00 to 11:00. We’re planning to barbecue on the beach, so save room for ribs. There will be a DJ and dancing. I hope everyone from our class will be there. If you want to bring a date that’s totally fine, just please let me know ahead of time so we can keep track of the head count. You can give me a call at 555-8149 or send an email to me at Cyndi@myhouse.com.

Hope you can come,

Cyndi



A phone call is the most casual of all the invite options, but be sure to give your guest all the essential information. Sometimes on the phone you can get into a side discussion and perhaps forget to mention something important, like the time or date. It’s a good idea to have all the information written down and in front of you as you make the calls, and go right down the list.





TIPS FOR PHONE INVITES

You can unintentionally put your friend on the spot if you say “What are you doing on Saturday?” or “Are you free on Saturday?”

It’s better to give her the option to decide if it’s the right event for her by saying “I’m having a dinner on Saturday before the prom. Can you and Jackson make it?”





An invitation by email is the newest form of a casual invitation. It has lots of advantages:


	[image: image] Saves money on postage.

	[image: image] Easy reply options for the guest.

	[image: image] Speeds delivery.

	[image: image] So many options for design.


There are also some disadvantages:


	[image: image] It may get sent to someone’s spam and you would never know. Then your guest wouldn’t know either!

	[image: image] Someone could forward it on to others without your knowledge.

	[image: image] Some sites have a charge.

	[image: image] You may send it to someone who doesn’t check his or her email very frequently.



If you decide to go for it, search the internet for email invitations. You will find many sites with different options both in terms of content and ease of use. Pick an invitation style that suits you best and will get out all the information to your friends.
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WHAT SHOULD I WEAR?

Whether the event is formal, casual, or somewhere in-between, you will want to look your best. A party offers a chance to step out a bit from everyday life. It usually marks a chance to create a special evening at every level. So think in terms of making yourself look special in whatever style fits the event.

Formal—What Does That Mean?

[image: image]

A specific style of dress is called for when the invitation or the ticket to the ball says the event is formal. When an event is formal, a certain tone of elegance is set, and people are supposed to dress in a similar manner. Formal means a black tuxedo, matching trousers, a white tuxedo shirt, and a bow tie for the guys and a formal evening dress—a gown, a cocktail dress, or a dressy pants outfit—for the girls.

Semiformal—What Does That Mean?

The semiformal dress code lies somewhere between formal and casual. Traditionally, men wear dark, dressy business-type suits with or without a vest, a white shirt and a conservative tie, and dark shoes with dress socks. Most young men in high school don’t have a lot of formal clothes, so the standard for “festive” attire may make more sense for a semiformal event. For festive attire, young men typically wear a seasonal sports coat or blazer and an open-collar shirt or a shirt with a colorful or holiday-theme tie. Sometimes guys don’t have their own blazer, so they borrow from their fathers, older brothers, or friends.

Women are expected to wear a short afternoon or cocktail-style dress. Girls in high school are more likely than boys to have clothes that fit this standard. But they may also wear the more casual festive attire that adds dressy pants outfits to the mix.

Casual—What Does That Mean?

Just because an event is casual doesn’t mean anything goes. You don’t want to arrive at a friend’s party (even if it is just for pizza!) looking like you came from the gym. Making yourself presentable shows the host that you respect the time she put into planning. So, for instance, jeans are a fine choice for a casual event, but you might take the chance to show off a new shirt or style your hair in a special way. Just remember: Casual does not mean compromising good taste!





BEYOND THE DRESS (OR JACKET)

Your overall appearance includes more than the dress or jacket you choose. Here are some other items to be mindful of:


	[image: image] Cleanliness—Stains, dirt, and odors can spoil even the best look.

	[image: image] Neatness—Show you care about yourself by looking wrinkle free and well put together.

	[image: image] Hair care—Whatever the style, your hair should be clean; greasy looking or completely uncombed hair will make you look disheveled.

	[image: image] Nail care—Make sure your nails are clean and well tended! (Girls: Bright colors and great designs can lose their impact if your nails are cracked or chipped, so take care of them until the evening is done!)

	[image: image] Fresh breath—What’s there to say? No one wants to be called out for bad breath. Fresh, minty breath takes only a little care with toothpaste, floss, and mouthwash.

	[image: image] Jewelry and other accessories—Keep jewelry and other accessories simple and chic. You want them to accentuate, not dominate.

	[image: image] Perfume and cologne—Sometimes less is more! A soft, subtle scent is perfect; a strong, overpowering scent does just that: It overpowers and actually can turn away some people.



All these elements are important in everyday dress as well as for the most formal event. In any case or any place, attention to these details will enhance your appearance and your enjoyment of the event at hand.






Throughout your high school years there may be many opportunities to wear semiformal or festive attire. You may only need some accessories to look a little different or feel as if you have a “new” outfit for the event. For example, a basic black dress can be dressed up or down with scarves, jewelry, shoes, stockings, and/or a hairstyle. A blazer and slacks can look different with a different-color shirt or a special tie. If you decide to purchase an outfit that can be used in more than one setting, keep it simple so you can easily change it for any occasion.

Whether casual, formal, or in-between, your clothes should be clean, without holes or frayed edges, well fitting, and consistent with the type of event.

[image: image]

FLOWERS—A CORSAGE OR A BOUTONNIERE?

Think of flowers as a special gift for a special occasion. You want them to highlight the evening. Give your selection some thought. Ask your date about color and type. You don’t want the corsage or boutonniere to clash with what you are wearing. If your date asks you about colors, give him or her a few options. If you limit your choice to just one, your date may have difficulty finding what you want.

Beyond colors there will be a choice of style. For a woman, a corsage can be pinned near the shoulder, at the waist, or to her bag or clutch. If pinned to the shoulder, the flowers should face up. If pinned at the waist, position it in the most attractive manner. Many florists will suggest a wristlet. This is a corsage with an elastic band and can be worn on a woman’s wrist like a bracelet. This is popular, as it doesn’t get crushed when the woman is dancing. A wristlet can easily become a corsage: The elastic band can be clipped off and the flowers pinned on.

A girl may give her date a boutonniere: a single flower that is pinned to the lapel of the jacket right where the buttonhole would be. The most common flowers used in a boutonniere are a rose or a carnation. The choice may be determined by your budget: roses tend to be more expensive. You can choose a color with the help of your florist—there is no standard that determines the color. The boutonniere will come with a straight pin that can be thread over and under the lapel fabric to secure the flower in place.


[image: image]

TO “GIFT” OR NOT

Whether or not to give a gift depends on the occasion. Typically, other than a corsage or boutonniere, you do not give a gift when going to a party that is for everyone, such as a dance at school or a prom. On the other hand, a coming-of-age party—such as a quinceañera, a bar or bat mitzvah, or a sweet sixteen—and a party to celebrate an accomplishment—such as a graduation—often carry the expectation of a gift. Check with the host if you are unsure about gift giving.




NO GIFT?

The person giving the party may choose to say “No gifts,” in which case it is important to go along with that request. If you want to give a birthday or graduation present to the guest of honor, you certainly may—just do it at some other time!





Gifts may or may not be opened at the event. Sometimes it is simpler to wait until afterward. That way, if someone did not bring a gift, he or she won’t be embarrassed. Also, there is less chance for comparisons being made between gifts; and if there are duplicate gifts, the giver or recipient won’t be as apt to feel bad. If gifts are opened, make it a part of the event. Once people have their beverages, everyone can sit around the guest of honor, who can open gifts and give each one the appropriate attention it deserves. This allows the gift opener to thank each attendee personally right then and there. The in-person, face-to-face thank-you is the nicest one of all, and opening gifts at the party will give you a chance to do just that.

A QUESTION FOR CINDY AND PEGGY

QUESTION: At my graduation I opened the gifts and personally thanked everyone as I opened his or her gift. Do I need to send a thank-you note also?

ANSWER: If you have said thank you face-to-face and you have been able to show your appreciation to the giver, that is the nicest thanks of all and you are “technically” not required to send a note as well. However, it never hurts. It is so easy to miss thanking someone at a busy party or to have a quick thank-you get lost in the festivities. Sending a note ensures that your appreciation is expressed and heard.

SPEAKING OF THANK-YOU

You can show your appreciation by thanking people for gifts of time and energy as well as material gifts. Consider a special thank-you in person or in a note to:

[image: image]


Whoever hosted your party: your parents, a neighbor, or a close relative. It takes an amazing amount of work to plan and host a party. Taking the time to write a note, make a call, or seek out your host for a personal thank-you is the very least you can do.

The committee members who planned the prom or school dance. They have worked for hours on your behalf. A simple thank-you can mean so much to someone who has devoted so much time to the event you had the opportunity to enjoy.

The chaperones who volunteered to be at your school dance. They spent an evening helping you and your classmates have a special party. They were there to greet you; they kept watch on the sidelines; they were on hand to help if problems arose; they made sure everyone had safe transportation home and no one was left behind or alone at the school. A personal or written thank-you may mean they will be willing to help out again so future students can enjoy their special event.

A GOOD HOST, A GOOD GUEST, A GOOD ATTENDEE

Whatever the occasion, whatever the party, its success depends on the people there. The decorations can fall down, the food can be spilled, the music can be unexpected; but if the hosts and the guests have a good spirit and bring joy and fun to the event, it can be memorable in every way.

A Good Host

The primary focus of a great host must be his or her guests. If everyone feels welcome, has a good time, and leaves knowing he or she would want to return to another party given by the host, then the host has done the job well. So, what can a host do to make sure everyone is comfortable and has a good time? A good host:



	[image: image] Lets everyone know all the information he or she will need: time, place, directions, what to wear, what food will be served, what to bring (if anything), and whether or not to RSVP.

	[image: image] Gives himself plenty of time to prepare everything that can be prepared in advance: dinner, beverages, or snacks.

	[image: image] Gives herself plenty of time to set up things: chairs and tables, the table setting, place cards (if the choice is to assign seating), decorations, and general cleanup.

	[image: image] Makes himself available to greet guests when they arrive.

	[image: image] Watches throughout the party for the guest who is left alone or seems to be on the sideline.

	[image: image] Offers food and beverages to everyone throughout the party.

	[image: image] Talks to everyone.

	[image: image] Makes herself available to say good-bye and thank you as each guest leaves.



The success of any great party is determined in large part by the host. If the host is so engrossed in putting on the party that he or she is stressed and working the whole time, then the party is probably not going to be a success. So when you are the host, plan ahead and leave yourself time to enjoy your own party, and you will host an event that ends with everyone, including you, having had a memorable time!

A Good Guest

No matter how much planning, how much food, how great the music, or how great the host, if the guests mope around or hang out in cliques and exclude others, everyone will be relieved when the party is over. That is not the outcome for which you are hoping. There are many things the guest can do to help create a festive and fun atmosphere. A good guest:



	[image: image] Arrives on time or within fifteen minutes of the time on the invitation.

	[image: image] Greets the host (if the host is not near the door, find him or her).

	[image: image] Mingles, talks to all the guests.

	[image: image] Tries different foods.

	[image: image] Doesn’t deviate from the host’s plans (if there is a seating arrangement, honor the host’s placements and don’t rearrange the settings).

	[image: image] Offers to help out, especially if the host is looking overwhelmed.

	[image: image] Takes care of the host’s things.

	[image: image] Does not settle in to watch a favorite television show.

	[image: image] Seeks out the host to say good-bye and thank you when leaving.

	[image: image] SMILES!
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When you accept an invitation, you do have a responsibility to make an effort to contribute to the party in a positive way. Maybe you’ve had a bad day or you might be feeling tired and out of sorts, but you can make the choice to set that behind you and enjoy the event. If you visit all your troubles on the other guests, your troubles won’t go away.


All you will do is set up things so the others may join you in your misery. That is not very fair to the host or anyone else. On the other hand, if you show up with a positive attitude, a sense of fun, and a smile, you will make others feel that way also, and the party will be a success.

A Good Attendee

At some parties you are neither the guest nor the host. When you go to the school homecoming dance or the prom, you are one among many attendees. There is a slightly different list of behaviors that will help make the dance a success. A good attendee:



	[image: image] Waits patiently if there is a line for signing in or giving tickets to a chaperone or committee member.

	[image: image] Makes an effort to greet others even if they are not in your particular group. Just a smile and a “Hi” are enough.

	[image: image] Follows the guidelines that are part of the deal: stays in the area designated, doesn’t leave and return, doesn’t smoke, doesn’t bring his or her own food, or whatever else has been agreed to by purchasing a ticket for the event.

	[image: image] Doesn’t do anything that he might feel embarrassed about the next day.

	[image: image] Uses basic social manners if snacks are served:

	[image: image] Doesn’t talk with a mouth full of food.

	[image: image] Doesn’t double-dip chips but instead spoons a small amount of dip on an individual plate.

	[image: image] Is careful when putting a drink down so it won’t easily be spilled.

	[image: image] Takes a manageable amount of food on an individual plate and goes back for more if necessary. (Avoid piling your plate high with food as if you haven’t had anything to eat in weeks.)



	[image: image] Wears formal clothes to formal affairs; dresses casually for informal events.

	[image: image] Shows respect when slow dancing. (Holding hands, putting arms around each other, or giving a light, quick kiss during a slow dance is fine; but a dance is not the place for heavy petting or passionate kissing and embraces!)

	[image: image] Avoids loud, raucous behavior that interferes with anyone else’s evening.

	[image: image] Says good night and thank you to the chaperones and committee members she knows personally when the party’s over.
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THREE IN ONE

There may actually be a time when you can be a host, a guest, and an attendee all in one night.


	1. You host a pre-prom dinner for eight at your house.

	2. You go to the senior prom at the local banquet hall.

	3. You are a guest at your good friend’s post-prom party.



At each of these parties, as long as you act in ways that are respectful and considerate of the others, it doesn’t matter whether you are the guest or the host. The main thing is to have a good time and help those around you to have a good time also!





It’s all a matter of choice. You can have a positive impact on someone else’s evening. Others have spent hard-earned money to be there, they have looked forward to it for months, and everyone acknowledges that there are not many opportunities for these parties. Choose to be more than a good attendee—be a great one. You have the power!








End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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