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THE JOURNALS

JAMES COOK was born in Marton, Yorkshire, in 1728, the son of an agricultural labourer. Apprenticed to a Whitby shipowner, he joined the Navy in 1755, becoming Master in 1757. Cook led three expeditions to the Pacific Ocean. The first, from 1768 to 1771, as Lieutenant in the Endeavour; the second, from 1772 to 1775, as Commander in the Resolution, accompanied by the Adventure; and the last, from 1776 until his death in 1779, as Captain in the Resolution, accompanied by the Discovery. Cook did more than any other navigator to add to our knowledge of the Pacific and Southern oceans, circumnavigating and charting New Zealand, surveying and claiming the east coast of Australia, exploring the extent of Antarctica, visiting Tahiti and discovering island groups like New Caledonia and Hawaii. He died on 14 February 1779, in Hawaii, after being forced to turn back during his attempt to find a passage around the north coast of America from the Pacific. The inhabitants of the island, while friendly to begin with, killed Cook when he landed to recover a stolen boat.

Cook wrote in great detail about his voyages, to begin with for the eyes of the Admiralty, but then, having been upset by the authorized account published by Dr John Hawkesworth, with a view to his work being read by the public. His first, and only, publication, was A Voyage Towards the South Pole and Round the World (1777).

PHILIP EDWARDS has been a professor of English Literature at Trinity College Dublin, Essex University and Liverpool University, and has held visiting posts in the United States, Canada, New Zealand and Japan. He is now in retirement, Emeritus Professor of English at Liverpool University. He is a Fellow of the British Academy. During the Second World War he served with the Royal Navy in both the Indian and Pacific oceans.

He is the author of numerous studies on the literature of voyages, including Last Voyages: Cavendish, Hudson, Ralegh (1988) and The Story of the Voyage: Sea Narratives in Eighteenth-Century England (1994). He has also written widely on Shakespeare and the literature of his time, including Shakespeare and the Confines of Art (1968), Threshold of a Nation (1979), Shakespeare: A Writer's Progress (1986) and Sea-Mark: The Metaphorical Voyage, Spenser to Milton (1997). He has edited Pericles and Hamlet, and Kyd's Spanish Tragedy, and co-edited the plays of Massinger.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

James Cook led three famous expeditions to the Pacific Ocean: in the Endeavour (as lieutenant) from 1768 to 1771; in the Resolution (as commander), with the Adventure, from 1772 to 1775; and in the Resolution again (now captain), this time with the Discovery, from 1776 until his death in Hawaii in 1779. Accounts of these voyages, based on Cook's journals, were published at the time, soon after the completion of each voyage, but it was not until halfway through the twentieth century that the texts of Cook's own manuscripts were made available, in a monumental edition by John Cawte Beaglehole for the Hakluyt Society.1 The journal of the first voyage was published in 1955, that of the second in 1961, that of the third in 1967. This edition is one of the finest achievements of twentieth-century scholarship, but, running to four large volumes, totalling 3,350 pages, and long out of print, the original is hard to come by and second-hand copies are very expensive. An American reprint used to be available, and this has now been replaced by an English reprint (Boydell and Brewer, 1999), which makes Beaglehole's full text once more accessible. Nevertheless, there has for a long time been a real need for a shorter version of the full edition for the general reader, and that is what the present volume, undertaken by permission of the Hakluyt Society, sets out to meet. The great plenitude of Beaglehole's edition, surrounding the journals with magisterial introductions, a wealth of footnotes, appendices and extracts from the journals of others, cannot be reproduced in this abridgement, but the text of the journals themselves, reduced to about one-third of their length, is Beaglehole's text, preserving Cook's own idiosyncratic spelling and in every line giving the reader a sense of the great seaman's presence. It is my hope that this shortened version preserves the spirit and the rhythm of Cook's narrative, and, without doubt, compression of the full texts into manageable form has advantages of its own. All omissions are clearly indicated and I have provided short narratives to cover gaps of importance. There is a new introduction to each voyage, and a Postscript in which I give my understanding of events from the point at which Cook's journal breaks off until his death.

Cook gave an enormous amount of time and labour – mostly at sea but also ashore – to writing up the story of his voyages, constantly revising and rewriting, and it was no easy matter for Beaglehole to choose, for each of the voyages, the version of the journal which was best to print. Cook kept his own log of the ship's movements and daily events (separate from the official ship's log) and from this he wrote up what he called on the first voyage the ‘remarkable occurrences’ – meaning of course things worthy of note, not just out-of-the-way things. On this first voyage Cook was not expecting his account to be published, but he was certainly preparing it with an audience in mind – the Admiralty, to whom he was required to report – and he often rewrote what he had first set down. Even when he had given his clerk his own revised version to copy out fair for their Lordships, he might still continue to make alterations.

What the Admiralty did with their copy of Cook's journal for the first voyage was to hand it – along with the journals of Byron, Wallis and Carteret from earlier expeditions – to Dr John Hawkesworth to prepare an authorized history of recent voyages. Cook did not see Hawkesworth's three volumes, published in 1773, until he was at the Cape of Good Hope in 1775, near to the end of his second voyage. He was deeply upset by the freedom Hawkesworth had taken with his work, altering and omitting what he had written and supplying him with sentiments he had never expressed, and making a prodigious profit into the bargain. Even if the thought that he might be the author of his own story had crossed his mind before, it would seem that from then on he was quite determined that he should be in charge of the authorized account, and, to judge from the extant manuscripts, the amount of writing and rewriting now undertaken by this unlettered seaman to provide an account of his second voyage satisfying to him and suitable for the public was extraordinary. Cook won from the Admiralty the permission to publish, and took his manuscript to Canon John Douglas to be edited, being careful to explain in the preface that he had ‘not had the advantage of much school education’, having been mostly at sea since his youth.

Cook was at sea again, on his third voyage, before A Voyage Towards the South Pole and Round the World, his first and only publication, appeared in 1777. He never saw it. What he was writing, however, as the journal of this third voyage was from the very first intended as a literary, publishable account of his doings, and it is the worse for it, in terms of immediacy and vitality. His premature death meant that this journal, unlike its predecessors, was never revised and rewritten, and this at least simplified Beaglehole's task of choosing his text.

What Beaglehole was able to present over the years of his labours, and what this abridged version preserves, is a majestic story of epic proportions of three expeditions to the Pacific Ocean in converted Whitby colliers, ranging from the Antarctic Circle to the Arctic Sea, which negotiated and charted for the first time ever the entire coast of New Zealand and the eastern coast of Australia, brought into view innumerable islands not previously known in the west, and provided far and away the fullest and most intimate account of the life of the inhabitants of Tahiti, the Tonga islands, New Zealand and elsewhere, besides bringing back to Europe an unrivalled access of knowledge in natural history – a sphere in which Cook saw himself as no expert.

The story in these pages is Cook's story, written in his own hand, stamped with the clumsiness of the ‘plain man’ he called himself, but radiating in every line the ambition, determination, control, courage, seamanship, knowledge and skill which enabled him to carry through an unrivalled series of explorations in dangerous waters. It is Cook's story, the story of these voyages as he wanted them to be known. He recorded what he chose to record, and he recorded it as he saw it. There are very many examples of Cook's careful revision of his accounts of awkward moments – the best-known being his reworking of the account of the fatal shooting of ‘two or three’ Maoris in Poverty Bay at the time of first contact (9 October 1769). It is important to emphasize this seemingly obvious point in an edition which does not have the space to fill in gaps and provide contrasting viewpoints from other observers. Beaglehole's full edition provides this corrective view to some extent, though it has to be said that Beaglehole's loyalty to his hero was so intense that he hardly ever saw Cook as biased or unfair or just wrong. Later generations are less reverential, and it does no harm to Cook's great qualities and achievements to recognize that he was human enough to be concerned with his image. If he ever doubted the wisdom of his judgements and decisions it does not appear from his journals. An important study by Sir James Watt published in 1979 showed that in spite of his quite admirable concern for ship hygiene, Cook constantly overemphasized the healthiness of his crews and the effectiveness of his dietary methods to combat scurvy.2

Something to remember also in reading these journals is the question of hindsight. Obviously, by the time he was revising his journal or preparing a copy for their lordships in London and whatever other audience he might have in mind, Cook knew what the consequence was of any decision he might have made, and what the outcome was of any crisis confronting him. It is different on the third voyage, of course, but there too it is clear that the journal is looking back, even though over a few days only. It would not appear that Cook ever saw the presence of a double point of view – that of immediate observation and that of subsequent knowledge – as a literary problem. The nature of the journal as he saw it demanded that things were recorded as they happened. If there is reshaping of the record after the event, it is done silently. There is only one little tell-tale sign that when he was writing up the separation of the Adventure from the Resolution in October 1773, on the second voyage, and his anxiety about her fate, he had actually heard her story and knew that she was safe.

It has been my wish in making this abridgement to try to preserve the wholeness of Cook's daily entries, with their conjunction of routine sailing matters and unusual incidents, rather than present a disconnected string of the more exciting moments. When a day's entry is abbreviated, the omission is noted with four dots (….). More substantial omissions are marked by a row of asterisks.

It will be noted that Beaglehole's text makes frequent use of square brackets, within which letters, a word, a phrase or a bearing are supplied. Beaglehole does not specify in each particular case where the supplied material comes from. Mostly (and particularly in the second voyage) he is providing names or figures from other MSS to fill gaps which Cook had left in his text. But often what Beaglehole is doing is correcting Cook's slips and mistakes. I can't help feeling that many of these ‘slips’ were not slips at all but just the way Cook wrote and spoke. We should certainly be more cautious these days about insisting on such readings as ‘load[ed]’, ‘bring[ing]’, ‘dire[c]tly’, ‘c[h]annel’ and ‘the best [of] our way’. I have only rarely overruled Beaglehole: to prefer ‘leward’ to ‘le[e]ward’, for example, and to preserve the strange ‘notwithstand’, given as ‘notwithstand[ing]’.3 It is evident that Beaglehole became less eager to interfere with Cook's ‘mistakes’ in his text of the second and third voyages. On very rare occasions I am responsible for what is supplied within the square brackets, usually to simplify a textual difficulty which has spilled over into Beaglehole's footnotes.

In order to reduce what would otherwise be a very large number of footnotes, I have provided three appendices. Firstly there is a Glossary which offers help with the sailing terms, obsolete words and foreign phrases which Cook has used. Next there is an index of persons, giving brief information about the dramatis personae of the voyages, both the ships' companies and the islanders, as well as the grandees after whom Cook named innumerable capes, bays and islands. The cross-references in this index should help to sort out the confusions which arise from Cook's attempts to transcribe what he understood to be the names of the people he had commerce with in the islands and territories he visited. Finally there is an index of places, where again the cross-references may help to clarify the complications of multiple names. There are names given by Cook, names which Cook wrongly thought were indigenous names (Tanna or Tana is a fine example), correct indigenous names and current modern names. The comparatively few footnotes which are provided generally derive from Beaglehole, but when an opinion or specialist knowledge seems to require an originator I indicate the source as [B] for Beaglehole or [E] for Edwards.

It was not feasible to reproduce the wealth of maps provided by Beaglehole. There were far too many for this compact edition, and the intricate details of the ships' tracks, combined with a lack of distinction between land and sea, often made the maps hard to read. For this edition world maps have been prepared to show in clear outline the progress of each voyage, with more detailed maps of the main centres of interest. When a territory was visited a number of times by Cook, and on different voyages, as were Tahiti, Tonga and New Zealand, only the single map is provided.

NOTES

1. J. C. Beaglehole, CMG, OM (1901–71) was born in Wellington, New Zealand, and studied at Victoria University College before coming to England for his PhD. He eventually became Professor of British Commonwealth History at Victoria University, Wellington. The conclusion of his great labours on Pacific exploration and Cook's journals was his Life of Captain James Cook, which was virtually complete at the time he died. It was published in 1974.

2. Sir James Watt, ‘Medical Aspects and Consequences of Cook's Voyages’, in Captain James Cook and his Times, eds. R. Fisher and H. Johnston (1979), 129–57.
3. It is an interesting question whether Cook's constant omission of the final -ed when he is giving the past tense of verbs ending in -d (such as load, intend, proceed) is just carelessness or indicates his speech habits.
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1. The First Voyage, 1768–1771: August 1768–October 1769
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2. The First Voyage, 1768–1771: October 1769–July 1771 




INTRODUCTION

Cook's three voyages, from 1768 to 1780, were the culmination of centuries of European interest in the Pacific. There was much more to be done, of course, by his immediate successors, Vancouver and Flinders, for example, and later generations, but Cook's work opened up vast areas that had only been tentatively probed before and charted them with extraordinary accuracy. After Magellan's daring voyage round South America and across to the Philippines (1519–21), the magnet of Pacific exploration was Terra Australis Incognita, the great southern continent supposed to lie between the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan. Álvaro de Mendaña, the Spanish voyager, sailed from Callao in Peru in 1567 and reached the Solomon Islands. It was not until 1595 that he went back, with Pedro Fernández de Quirós, found the Marquesas and got as far as the Santa Cruz Islands. Quirós went out from Callao in 1605 with the Portuguese Luiz de Vaez de Torres and believed he had found the continent when they reached Vanuatu (the New Hebrides), which Quirós called ‘Austrialia del Espiritu Santo’ – managing a compliment to Philip III of Spain who was Archduke of Austria. Quirós and Torres now split: Quirós went north-east to California, while Torres went north-west through the strait named after him, discovering that New Guinea was an island, but failing to see Australia.

The English circumnavigations by Drake (1577–80) and Cavendish (1586–8) were not rich in discoveries. The Dutch merchant Isaac le Maire, with Willem Corneliszoon Schouten, reached the Pacific in 1615 via Cape Horn (which they named) but had no luck with the missing continent before reaching Batavia in 1616. Sailing from there, the Dutch had made several sightings of the coast of Australia, north, west and south, in the early seventeenth century, and Anthony van Diemen, governor-general of the Dutch East Indies from 1631 to 1645, was responsible for a number of expeditions, of which the most important was that of Abel Janszoon Tasman with Frans Jacobszoon Visscher, which left Batavia in August 1642. Tasmania was reached (Van Diemen's Land), then the south island of New Zealand where four men were killed, followed by the Tonga group and Fiji. Much later, another Dutch expedition, under Jacob Roggeveen, left the Netherlands in 1721 in search of the southern continent. Roggeveen went through the Strait of Le Maire and found Easter Island and Samoa before reaching Batavia after a year's voyage.

The English had now come strongly on the scene, with the expeditions of Narborough up the South American coast (1669–71), a mixed assembly of buccaneers, adventurers and privateers, including Dampier, Wafer, Cowley, Ringrose, Woodes Rogers and Shelvocke, followed by the grand naval expedition of 1740–44 under Anson. As far as discoveries go, the most important of these men was the remarkable amateur William Dampier, whose painfully assembled New Voyage Round the World (1697) set alight the imagination of eighteenth-century England. On this first voyage Dampier had touched on Australia (New Holland), ‘a very large Tract of Land’, and had thought the inhabitants ‘the miserablest People in the World’. He returned on his second voyage but was only able to make a cursory investigation of the north-western and northern coasts.

The major period of English exploration in the Pacific followed the ending of the Seven Years War with France in 1763. The Earl of Egmont, First Lord of the Admiralty from 1763 until 1766, sent out John Byron in the Dolphin in 1764, and on its return from a speedy circumnavigation in 1766, sent the ship out again under Samuel Wallis, with Philip Carteret in the Swallow as consort. Wallis and Carteret were separated. Wallis went on to find Tahiti, unknown to Europeans. He named it King George's Island and his five-week visit had an importance for Europeans and Polynesians that is hard to measure. Carteret struggled on alone, and made many important discoveries, including Pitcairn. At this very time the French expedition in La Boudeuse and L'Étoile under the great Louis-Antoine de Bougainville was making its way through the Pacific, reaching Tahiti, la nouvelle Cythère, hard on Wallis's heels.

However important these voyages were for geographical knowledge and the advancement of science – and Bougainville with his naturalist Commerson were deeply concerned with the advancement of science – all these expeditions by the competing European powers of Spain, France and Britain were undertaken for the control of new territory for commercial exploitation and strategic use. The scientific element was very much to the fore, however, in the next British expedition. The Royal Society, which in the hundred years of its existence had always regarded voyages to distant lands as a vital source of scientific information, was making plans for a voyage to the Pacific to observe the transit of Venus across the sun in 1769. The observations were needed to help establish the distance of the earth from the sun, and it was necessary for observers to be stationed at different points on the earth's surface. The planet had crossed the sun in 1761, but the observations world-wide were unsatisfactory. The phenomenon would not occur again for over a hundred years.

In 1767 the Royal Society recommended Alexander Dalrymple to lead the expedition. He was an energetic and imaginative thirty year old who had spent much time in Madras and was a keen advocate of English commercial expansion, as well as a firm believer in the possibilities of the great southern continent. He was a skilled navigator but had comparatively little experience of command at sea. His idea was that he should command the expedition and that he should have a master to sail the ship. This was Bougainville's position, and the practice was common in England in Tudor times. But the Royal Society knew that it depended on the Royal Navy to transport its observers to the Pacific and the Navy was totally opposed to a divided command. James Cook, thirty-nine years of age, a master in the Navy engaged on the survey of Newfoundland, was proposed by the Navy, and during April and May 1768 it was agreed that he should become leader of the expedition.

Cook was born on 27 October 1728 in the village of Marton-in-Cleveland in Yorkshire. His parents were humble enough, his father being a day labourer who became a farm-foreman at nearby Great Ayton. Cook got an education at the village school, and, after a time as apprentice in a shop in Staithes on the coast, at the age of seventeen became apprentice to the Quaker ship-owner and coal-shipper, John Walker of Whitby. For nine years Cook was engaged in the coal trade from Whitby, sailing in the broad-bottomed or ‘cat-built’ colliers which were later to become the ships he went round the world in. He was eventually offered his own command, but he made the rather surprising decision to transfer to the Royal Navy in 1755. Being an older, experienced and skilled seaman, he won quick promotion, first as master's mate and then after two years as master. It was in the Pembroke, and then the Northumberland, engaged in the French war in the St Lawrence, that he built up his formidable reputation as surveyor and chart-maker. He had become a good mathematician and was a skilled navigator, and after the war was engaged in a prolonged naval survey of Newfoundland – including accurate observations of a solar eclipse, and calculations of longitude, which were communicated to the Royal Society and published in Philosophical Transactions.

Cook was married in 1762 to Elizabeth Batts, and was the father of two sons and a daughter by the time the question of his appointment to the Pacific expedition arose. That appointment, considering the extraordinary commendations that Cook had received for his skill, competence and reliability, was no surprise. The decision was made, and the invitation accepted, during April 1768, and on 25 May Cook was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, and put in command of His Majesty's Bark, the Endeavour. The ship had been bought in March; she was then the Earl of Pembroke, a strong Whitby collier nearly four years old, cat-built, with a bluff rounded bow, 106 feet long overall. Much had to be done to the ship at Deptford, ‘sheathing’ her (adding an outer skin as protection against tropical worm), providing her with guns, overhauling her masts and rigging, and generally fitting her out for a long expedition. The agreed complement, including twelve marines, was eighty-five. Cook's officers were Zachary Hicks, John Gore (who had been round the world in the Dolphin with both Byron and Wallis) and Robert Molyneux (master). The master's mates included Richard Pickersgill and Charles Clerke, both of them Dolphin men; Clerke was second lieutenant on Cook's second voyage, and in command of the Discovery on the third voyage, moving to the Resolution and taking over the expedition on Cook's death. The surgeon was William Brougham Monkhouse, from Penrith in Cumberland; his brother Jonathan was one of the midshipmen. Neither of them reached home, victims of the infamous Batavia fever at the end of the voyage. John Edgcumbe was sergeant of the marines, moving to lieutenant in the second voyage. The carpenter, a man of first importance, was John Satterley, and the cook, popular and competent despite having lost his right hand was John Thompson.

First among the supernumeraries, and in the eyes of many in England first in the entire expedition, was Joseph Banks, a rich man and a Fellow of the Royal Society although only twenty-five years of age. He had shown his eagerness for the development of natural science at Oxford, and had been in Newfoundland and Labrador collecting plants and insects. He was responsible for bringing Daniel Carl Solander, Swedish pupil of Linnaeus. The assistant naturalist was another Swede, Herman Diedrich Spöring. The astronomer was Charles Green, formerly an assistant of Nevil Maskelyne, the Astronomer Royal. The two artists were Sydney Parkinson and Alexander Buchan, neither of whom survived the voyage.

A matter of first importance was settled when on 20 May Wallis returned in the Dolphin with news of the discovery of King George's Island – Tahiti, and thenceforward that was to be the station for observing the transit of Venus. Cook's instructions from the Admiralty fell into two parts. The first related to King George's Island, observing the transit, cultivating friendship with the inhabitants and charting the island. The second, marked secret, instructed him to explore for the southern continent, and ‘with the Consent of the Natives to take possession of Convenient Situations in the Country in the Name of the King of Great Britain’, or, if the country was uninhabited, to ‘take Possession for His Majesty’. If he failed to find the continent he was to make a thorough survey of New Zealand, and to chart and take possession of any hitherto undiscovered islands. The object which he was always to have in view, however, was ‘the Discovery of the Southern Continent’.

The Endeavour left Plymouth on 26 August 1768. She called at Madeira, for wine, and at Rio de Janeiro, where she was met with a suspicion and a lack of respect that deeply angered Cook. Following his instructions, Cook went into the Pacific via Cape Horn, passed through the Tuamotu Islands and reached Tahiti on 13 April 1769 – seven weeks before the transit was due. The ship was anchored in Matavai Bay and Cook immediately organized the setting up of a fort and erecting the portable observatory containing the instruments provided by the Royal Society. There was some anxiety about the observations when the time came, because a ‘dusky shade’ round the planet created difficulty over the precise moments of entry and exit. But although there was scepticism in some quarters in England about the value of the results, the observations were accurate and they played their part in the calculations which were eventually made.

Carrying out the second part of his instructions Cook made his way to New Zealand, and his brilliant mapping of the entire coast of the two islands proved conclusively that the country was not the northern tip of the undiscovered and undiscoverable continent. Cook made his own decision to return home via the unknown eastern coast of New Holland, and on 11 June 1770 the ship was trapped within the Great Barrier Reef and holed. Saving the ship, repairing her and getting her outside the reefs again must stand as Cook's greatest feat of seamanship. It is the saddest sequel to his efforts that while the ship was in dock at Batavia (Jakarta), fever broke out, and before the ship reached the Cape of Good Hope thirty men had died. On 13 July 1771, the Endeavour anchored in the Downs, off the Kent coast.
The manuscript of the journal used by Beaglehole and reprinted in abridged form here is one of several copies. It is in Cook's own hand, and is (wrote Beaglehole) ‘the product of a great deal of writing, drafting and re-drafting, summarizing and expanding, with afterthoughts both of addition and deletion’. Cook clearly had Banks's journal close at hand as he was writing, and he made use of it on a number of occasions. The manuscript is known as the Canberra MS, after its present location.


JOURNAL OF THE FIRST VOYAGE 
1768–1771

REMARKABLE OCCURENCES ON BOARD HIS MAJESTYS BARK ENDEAVOUR

[1768]

FRIDAY May 27th to FRIDAY July 29th.1 Moderate and fair weather, at 11 am hoisted the Pendant and took charge of the Ship agreeable to my Commission of the 25th Instant, She lying in the Bason in Deptford Yard. From this day to the 21st of July we were constantly employed in fitting the Ship takeing on board stores and Provisions &ca when we saild from Deptford and anchor'd in Gallions reach where we remain'd until the 30th….

SATURDAY July 30th to SUNDAY August 7th. Wiegh'd from Gallions with the wind at w and made sail down the River, the same day anchor'd at Gravesend, and the next morning wiegh'd from thence and at Noon Anchor'd at the Buoy of the Fairway. On Wednesday 3rd of Augt Anchor'd in the Downs in 9 fathom water, Deal Castle NWBW. On Sunday the 7th I Joined the Ship, discharged the Pilot and the next Day sail'd for Plymouth.
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SUNDAY 14th. Fine breezes at NE and clear weather. At ½ past 8 pm Anchor'd in the entrance of Plym° Sound in 9 fathom water. At 4 am Weigh'd and worked into proper anchoring ground and anchor'd in 6 fathom the Mewstone SE, Mount Batten NNE½E and Draks Island NBW. Dispatched an express to London for Mr Banks and Dr Solander to join the ship, their Servants and baggage being already on board.2
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TUESDAY 16th. Winds from SSE to NE. First part Moderate and hazey Middle hard Squalls with rain, the latter Moderate and fair. Received on board a Supply of Bread Beer & Water, a Serjt Corp1 a Drummer and Nine Private Marines as part of the Compliment.
WEDNESDAY 17th. Winds SE to EBS. Little wind Easterly and hazey weather. Sent some Cordage to the Yard in order to be exchanged for smaller. Several Ship wrights and Joiners from the Yard Employ'd on board refiting the Gentlemens Cabbins and making a Platform over the Tiller &ca.
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FRIDAY 19th. Winds from NW to SW. Former part little wind with rain remainder fair weather, AM Read to the Ships Company the articles of War and the Act of Parliament, 3 they likewise were paid two Months Wages in advance. I also told them that they were not to expect any additional pay for the performance of our intended Voyage, they were well satisfied and express'd great chearfullness and readyness to prosecute the Voyage. Received on board another supply of Provisions, Rum etca.
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FRIDAY 26th. Winds NBW, NW, WBS. Course S 21° E. Distce 23 Ml Latd in 49°30'. Longd in West from Greenwich 5°52' W. Bearings at Noon Lizard N 21° W. Dist. 23 miles. First part fresh breeze and Clowdy, remainder little wind and Clear. At 2 pm got under sail and put to sea having on board 94 persons including Officers Seamen Gentlemen and their servants, near 18 months provisions, 10 Carriage guns 12 Swivels with good store of Ammunition and stores of all kinds. At 8 the Dodman point WNW Distt 4 or 5 Leagues. At 6 am the Lizard bore WNW½W 5 or 6 Leagues Distt. At Noon sounded and had 50 fathoms Grey sand with small stones and broken shells.
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[SEPTEMBER 1768]

THURSDAY 1st. Winds Westerly. Course S 70° W. Distce 20 M. Latd in 44°56'. Longd in West from Greenwich 9°9' W. Bearings at Noon Lizd N 28°15' D. 109 leagues. Very hard gales with some heavy showers of rain the most part of these 24 hours which brought us under our two courses, broke one of our Main topmast Puttock plates, Washed over board a small boat belonging to the Boatswain and drown'd between 3 and 4 Dozn of our Poultry which was worst of all, towards Noon it moderated so that we could bear our Main topsail close reef'd. At Midnight Wore and stood to the Southward.

FRIDAY 2nd. Winds WBN, West, SW, WSW. Course SBW. Distce 64 M. Latd in 43°53'.  Longd in West from Greenwich 9°26' W. Bearings at Noon Lizd NNE D. 130 leagues. Fresh gales and clowdy the most part of these 24 hours. PM got up the spare Mainsail to dry it being wet by the water geting into the sail room, occassiond by the Ship being very leaky in her upper works. At 5 am loosed 2 reefs out of each topsail and saw the land which we judged to be between Cape Finister and Cape Ortegal. At 10 Tacked being about 4 Miles offshore and stood to the NW. Loosed all the reefs out and set topgt sails. At Noon Cape Ortegal bore EBS distant about 8 Leagues.
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MONDAY 12th. Winds NNW. Course S 40° W. Distce in miles 102. Latd in 32°43'. Longd in West from Greenwich 15°53'. Moderate breeze and fine clear weather. At 6 AM the Island of Porto Santo bore NWBW, Distce 9 or 10 Leagues. Hauld the wind to the westward. At Noon the Desertas extending from WSW to SWBS, the body of Madiera W½S and Porto Santo NNW1D2W. Latd obser'd 32°43'N.
TUESDAY 13th. Winds N, Westerly. Moor'd in Fenchal Road, Island of Madeira. Fresh breeze and clear weather. At 8 pm anchor'd in Fenchal Road in 22 fathom water. Found here His Majestys Ship Rose and several Merchant Vessels. In the morning new birthed the Ship and Moor'd with Stream Anchr half a Cable on the best bower and a Hawser and a half on the Stream.

WEDNESDAY 14th. Winds Easterly. First part fine clear weather, remainder Clowdy with squalls from the land attended with showers of rain. In the night the bend of the Hawsers of the stream Anchor slip'd, owing to the carelesness of the person who made it fast. In the morning hove up the Anchor in the Boat and carried it out to the Southward, in heaving the Anchor out of the Boat Mr Weir Masters mate was carried over board by the Buoy-rope and to the bottom with the anchor. Hove up the anchor by the Ship as soon as possible and found his body intangled in the Buoy-rope. Moor'd the ship with the two Bowers in 22 fathom water, the Loo Rock w and the Brazen head E Saild his Majestys ship Rose. The Boats imploy'd carrying the casks ashore for Wine and the caulkers caulking the Ships sides.

THURSDAY 15th. Winds NE to SE. Squalls of Wind from the land with rain the most part of these 24 hours. Rec'd on board fresh Beef and Greens for the Ships Compney and sent on shore all our Casks for wine and Water having a shore boat employ'd for that purpose.

FRIDAY 16th. Winds Easterly. The most part fine clear weather. Punished Henry Stephens Seaman and Thos Dunister Marine with 12 lashes each for refusing to take their allowance of fresh Beef. Empd taking on board wine and water.
SATURDAY 17th. Winds Westerly. Little wind and fine clear weather. Issued to the Whole Ships Company 20 Pounds of Onions per man. Empd takeing on board Wine Water &ca.

SUNDAY 18th. Winds Southerly, ESE, SW. D° Weather. PM Ricieved on board 270 pounds of fresh Beef and a Live Bullock charg'd 613 pounds. Compleated our wine and Water having recd of the former 3032 Gallns of the latter 10 Tuns. AM unmoord and prepar'd for sailing.
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TUESDAY 27th Wind NE. Course S 19° W. Distce in miles 145. Latd in 21°26’. Longd in West from Greenwich 20°14'. Bearings at Noon Do N 26° E Dt 154 leagues. The same wind and weather this day as yesterday. Served Wine to the Ships Compney, the Beer being all expended to two cask which I intend to keep some time longer as the whole has proved very good to the Very last cask. At Noon found the ship by observation 10 Miles a head of the Log, which I suppose may be owing to a Current Setting in the same diriction as the trade wind.

WEDNESDAY 28th. Winds NE, ENE. Course S 12°30' W. Distce in miles 150. Latd in 18°59’. Longd in West from Greenwich 20°48' W. Bearings at Noon Peek of Teneriff N 23°15' E Dt 204 L. A Fresh trade wind and hazey weather. The Variation of the Compass by the mean of several Azimuths taken this evening 12°46' and in the morning by the same method 12°43' W. This day Long and observed Latd agree which is not reconsilable to yesterday. Exercised the People at small Arms.
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[OCTOBER 1768]

TUESDAY 25th. Winds SE to SEBE. Course S 30° W. Distce in miles 95. Latd in 0°15' South. Longd in West from Greenwich 29°30'. Bearings at Noon Do N 26° E Dt 358 leagues.4 A Gentle breeze and clear weather, with a moist air. Soon after sun Rise found the Variation of the Compass to be 2°24' West being the mean result of sever1 very good Azimuths, this was just before we crossed the line in Longitude of 29°29' West from Greenwich. We also try'd the Deping Needle belonging to the Royal Society and found the North point to dep 26° below the Horizon, but this instrument cannot be used at sea to any great degree of accuracy on account of the motion of the Ship which hinders the Needle from resting; however as the Ship was pretty steady and by means of a swinging table I had made for that purpose we could be certain of the dep to two degrees at most. The observed Latd and that by account nearly agrees.
WEDNESDAY 26th. Winds SE to SSE. Course S 31° W. Distce in miles 77. Latd in 1°21' S. Longd in West from Greenwich 30°18’. Bearings at Noon Do N 25°30' E Dt 385 leagues. First part light airs and clowdy weather, the remainder a Moderate breeze and clowdy. After we had got an Observation and it was no longer doubted that we were to the southward of the Line, the Ceremony on this occassion practised by all Nations was not omitted: every one that could not prove upon a Sea Chart that he had before crossed the Line, was either to pay a bottle of Rum or be ducked in the sea, which former case was the fate of by far the greatest part on board, and as several of the Men choose to be ducked and the weather was favourable for that purpose, this ceremony was performed on about 20 or 30 to the no small deversion of the rest.
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FRIDAY 28th. Winds SE to SEBE. Course S 33° W. Distce in miles 93. Latd in 3°41'. Longd in West from Greenwich 32°29’. Bearings at Noon Do. Fresh Breeze and fine clear weather. At a little past 1 AM Longd in by the three following observations (viz.) by the Moon and the * Arietis, 32°27'0”, by the moon and Pollux 32°0'15“, by D° 31°48'32”; the mean of the Whole is 32°5'16” West from Greenwich, which is 31' more westerly then the Longd by account carried on sence the last observation. The two first observation were made and computed by Mr Green and the last by my self. The * Arietis was on one side of the Moon and Pollux on the other. This day at Noon being nearly in the Latd of the Island Ferdinand Noronha5 to the westward of it by some charts and to the Eastward by other, was in expectation of seeing it or some of those shoals that are laid down in most charts between it and the main, but we saw neither one nor a nother. We certainly pass'd to the Eastward of the Island, and as to the shoals I do not think they exhist grounding this my opinion on the Journal of some East India Ships I have seen, who were detaind some days by contrary winds between this Island and the main and being 5 or Six Ships in compney, doubtless must have seen some of them did they lay as marked in the charts.

[image: image]

[NOVEMBER 1768]

SUNDAY 6th. Winds NNE, Varble, South. Course S 55° W. Distce in miles 74. Latd in 19°3'. Longd in West from Greenwich 35°50'. First and latter part Squally with heavy Showers of rain, Middle Moderate and fair. I now determined to put into Rio de Janeiro in preference to any other Port in Brazil or Faulkland Islands, for at this place I knew we could recruit our stock of Provisions, several Articles of which I found we should in time be in want of, and at the same time procure Live Stock and refreshments for the People and from the reception former Ships had met with here I doubted not but we should be well received.
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TUESDAY 8th. Winds NNE, NBW, SSW to SBW. Course S 50° W. Distce in miles 140. Latd in 21°16'. Longd in West from Greenwich 37°35'. Fresh breeze and Clowdy weather. PM Variation by the mean of 12 Azimuth 5°26' East, and by an Amplitude in the morning 7°52'. At 6 AM saw the Land of Brasil bearing NW½N Distce 8 or 10 Leagues; at 8 sounded had 37 fathom Coarse sand broken shells and coral rocks. At 9 brought too and spoke with a fishing Boat who informed us that the land in sight lay to the southward of Santo Espiritu, it appears high and mountainous….
WEDNESDAY 9th. Winds SSE, SSW, South. Course S 62°15' West. Distce in miles 28 M. Latd in 21°29’. First and latter parts hazey with a Moderate breeze. Middle fresh gales with thunder Lightning and rain. At 3 pm Tack'd in 16 fathom, distance from the Shore 5 Leagues, the land extending from the NWBW to NE. At 5 took the 2nd reef in the topsails and got down top gt yards. Stood to the SE untill midnight then Tacked, soundings from 16 to 55 fm. At 8 AM Loosed the reefs out of the topsails and got topgt yards aCross, unstowed the Anchors and bit the Cables. At Noon Latd Obserd 21°29' S, the land extending from SWBS to NNW, distant 4 Leagues. Soundings from 55 to 10 fm.
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SUNDAY 13th. Winds EBN, Calm, SE. Fore and latter parts a gentle Sea breeze and clear weather, the middle calm. PM standing a long shoar for Rio de Janeiro, observed that the land on the Sea coast is high and mountainous, and the shoar forms some small Bays or Coves wherein are sandy beaches. At 8 shortend sail, the Sugr Loaf Hill at the west entrance to Rio de Janeiro, NNW dist. 4 or 5 Leagues, at the same time was abreast of two small rocky Islands that lies about 4 Miles from the shore. At 9 am sprung up a light breeze at SE at which time we made sail for the Harbour, and set the Pinnace with a Lieutt before us up to the City of Rio de Janeiro to acquaint the Vice Roy6 with the reasons that induced us to put in here; which was to procure Water and other refreshments; and to desire the assistance of a Pilot to bring us into proper anchoring ground. At Noon standing in for the Harbour.
MONDAY 14th. Moderate Sea and Land breezes and fine plasant weather. At 5 pm anchor'd in 5 fathom water just above the Isle of Cobras which lies before the City of Rio de Janeiro: a little before we anchor'd the Pinnace ret'd and inform'd me that the Viceroy had thought proper to detain the Officer untill I went a shore. Soon after we anchor'd a boat came on board bringing several of the Viceroys officers who asked ma[n]y questions in respect to the Ship, from whence She came, Cargo, number of men Guns &ca all of which was answerd to their satisfaction – they told me that it was the custom of this Port to detain the first officer that came from any ship on her first Arrival untill a Boat from the Vice roy had visited her, that my officer would be sent on board as soon as they got a shore, which was accordingly done. About this time a Boat fill'd with soldiers kept rowing about the Ship, which had orders as I afterwards understood, not to suffer any one of the Officers or Gentlemen except my self to go out of the ship. In the Morning I waited upon the Viceroy and obtain'd leave to purchase Provisions, Refreshments &ca for the Ship, but obliged me to employ a person to buy them for me, under a pretence that it was the custom of the place, and he likewise insisted (notwithstanding all I could say to the contrary) on puting a Soldier into the Boats that brought any thing to and from Ship, aledging that it was the Orders of his Court and they were such as he could not despence with, and this indignity I was obliged to submit to other wise I could not have got the supply I wanted, being willing as much as in me lay to avoide all manner of disputes that might cause the least delay, and at the same time to convince him that we did not come here to trade as I believe he imagined, for he certainly did not believe a word about our being bound to the Southward to Observe the transit of Venus but look'd upon it only as an invented story to cover some other design we must be upon, for he could form no other Idea of that Phenomenon (after I had explained it to him) then the North Star passing thro the South Pole (these were his own words.) He would not permit the Gentlemen to reside a shore during our stay here, not permit Mr Banks to go into the Country to gather Plants &ca but not the least hint was given me at this time that no one of the Gentlemen was to come out of the Ship but my self, or that I was to be put under a guard when I did come; but this I was soon convinced of after I took my leave of His Excellency and found that an Officer was to attend upon me where ever I went, which at first the Viceroy pretended was only meant as a compliment and to order me all the Assistance I wanted. This day the people were employ'd in unbending the Sails, in fiting and rigging the spare top-masts in the room of the others, and getting on Shore empty water casks.
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[In the three weeks spent at Rio cleaning and caulking the ship's timbers, repairing the sails and rigging, and getting aboard water, rum and other supplies, Cook's resentment at the Viceroy's suspicions and restrictions did not lessen. The insistence on a Portuguese guard in each boat that left or returned to the ship particularly vexed him, and he refused to go ashore himself on such a condition. The exchange of testy ‘memorials’ grew more heated with the temporary imprisonment of a boat's crew, but relations never broke down completely. Banks and Solander managed to slip ashore via the cabin window to make expeditions.]
FRIDAY 25th and SATURDAY 26th. Employ'd geting on board water as fast as the Coopers could set up and repair the Casks, seting up the rigging and caulking the Ship sides.
SUNDAY 27th. Bent the sails and cleaned the Ship fore and abaft.
MONDAY 28th. Fine pleasent weather, the caulkers having finished the sides paid them with tar. This Day I unexpectedly received an Answer to my last Memorial wherein were only a few week arguements to support his Excellencys suspicions that the Ship did not belong to the King and that my people smugled: this Memorial I answerd.
TUESDAY 29th. Employ'd lashing the Cask that were on the upper decks and between decks and making ready for sea.
WEDNESDAY 30th. Punished Robt Anderson Seaman and Willm Judge Marine with twelve lashes each, the former for leaving his duty a Shore and attempting to disert from the Ship, and the latter for useing abusive language to the Officer of the Watch, and John Readon Boatswains Mate with twelve lashes for not doing his duty in punishing the above two Men. Sent a Shore to the Viceroy for a Pilot to carry us to sea, who sent one on board together with a large Boat, which I did not want, but it is the Custom in this Port for the Pilots to have such a boat to attend upon the Ships they Pilot out and for which you must pay 10/- per Day besides the Pilots fees which is Seven pounds four shillings Sterling.

[DECEMBER 1768]

THURSDAY 1st DECEMBER. Wind at SE which hinder'd us from sailing as we intended. Recd on board a large quantity of fresh Beef Greens and Yams for the Ships Compney.
FRIDAY 2nd. This Morning sent a Packet for the Secretary of the Admiralty, on board the Spanish Packet Hopp Don Antonio Monte Negro y Velasco, commander, containing copies of all the Memorials and letters that have pass'd between the Viceroy and me, and likewise another Packet containing duplicates thereof I left with the Viceroy to be by him forwarded to Lisbon. At 9 weigh'd and came to sea and turn'd down the Bay. Peter Flower seaman fell over board and before any assistance could be given him was drown'd, in his room we got a Portuguse.
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[The Endeavour eventually got clear of Rio de Janeiro on 7 December. Cook headed south-west with little incident, putting the crew on ‘watch and watch’ (four hours on and four hours off). In early January they were in latitude 48° s about 200 miles off the South American coast.]

[JANUARY 1769]

WEDNESDAY 4th. Winds WNW to SWBS. Course S 20° E. Distce in miles 76. Latd in 48°28'. Longd in West from Greenwich 60'51'. First part Gentle breezes and clear, latter fresh gales with heavy squalls of wind and rain which brought us under our Courses and Main Topsail close reef'd. Soon after noon saw the appearence of land to the Eastward, and being in the Latd of Peypes Island7 as its laid down in some Charts, immagined it might be it. Bore down to be certain and at 1/2 past 2 pm discover'd our mistake and hauld the wind again. At 6 Sounded and had 72 fathom black sand and Mud. Variation 19°45' Et.
THURSDAY 5th. Winds SW, NW, & NNE. Course S 28° W. Distce in miles 92 M. Latd in 49°49’. Longd in West from Greenwich 61°57'. The Fore part fresh gales and clear, the Middle light airs, remainder fresh gales and a little hazey. PM found the Variation to be 20°4' Et. Soundings 75 and 73 fathom. A great Number of water fowl about the Ship.
FRIDAY 6th. Winds Wt, Srly. Course S 8°45' W. Distce in miles 92. Latd in 51°20'. Longd in West from Greenwich 62°19'. Fresh gales, the Air very sharp and cold, frequent showers of Rain and Squalls. Soundings 75 fathom, saw some Penguins. Gave to each of the People a Fearnought Jacket and a pair of Trowers: after which I never heard one man complain of cold not but the weather was cold enough.
SATURDAY 7th. Winds Southerly. Course S 62° E. Distce in miles 14. Latd in 51°26'. Longd in West from Greenwich 61°59'. First part Strong gales with excessive hard Squales accompney'd with rain, at 9 pm wore and brought too her head to the westward under the Main sail, and reef'd the Fore sail for the first time; the Storm continued with little intermission untill toward Noon when it abated so as we could set the Topsails close reef'd. Saw ma[n]y Penguins and some Seals.
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WEDNESDAY 11th. Winds Westerly. Course S 30° W. Distce in miles 100. Latd in 54°20'. Longd in West from Greenwich 64°35' pr Logg. A Steady gentle breeze and clear weather. PM after standing 13 Leagues ssw Sounded and had 64 fathom, gravel and small Stones, standing SWBS a 11 Leagues farther had 46 fathom, the same sort of bottom. At 8 am Saw the Land of Terra del Fuego extending from the West to SEBS, distance off shore between 3 and 4 Leagues, sounded and had 35 fathom small soft slate stones. Variation 23°30' E. In rainging a long the shore to the SE at the distance of 2 or 3 Leagues had 27 and 26 fm a muddy bottom, saw some of the Natives who made a smook in several places, which must have been done as a signal to us as they did not continue it after we pass'd. By our Longitude we ought not to have been so far to the westward as Staten Land as it is laid down in the Charts, but it appear'd from Subsequent Observations that the Ship had got near a degree of Longitude to the westward of the Log which is 35 Miles in these Latitudes, probably this in part may be owing to a small current seting to the westward occasioned by the westerly Current which comes round Cape Horn and through Strait la Maire and the in draught of the Straits Magellan.
THURSDAY 12th. Winds N & NNE, Varble, WSW. Latd in 54°34' pr Obsern. First part Moderate breeze and clowdy, remainder some times a fresh breeze, some times calm, hazey and rainy weather; at 5 the wind coming to the Northward, oblige'd us to Tack and stand NW ward being then about 5 Miles from the shore and had 23 fathom Sandy bottom, at Midnight Tacked and stood to the Eastward. At Noon the land near the entrance of Strait Le Maire ENE distm.
FRIDAY 13th. Winds NEBE, WSW, SW. Bearings at Noon Cape St Diego North 2 Leagues. Plying in Strait Le Maire. The greatest part of this day little wind and clowdy, at 8 pm Cape St Diego at the west entrance of Strait Le Maire East distce about 5 Leagues, kept under an easy sail untill day light at which time we were abreast of Cape St Diego and then put into the Straights, but the tide soon turn'd against us and oblige'd us to haul under the Cape again and wait untill 9 am when it shifted in our favour. Put into the Straits again with a moderate breeze at sw which soon grew boisterous, with very heavy squalls with rain & hail and oblig'd us to close reef our top-sails.
SATURDAY 14th. Winds SSW & SWBS. First part Strong gales and very heavy Squalles with Hail and rain, the remainder more moderate but unsettled some times a fresh breeze and Squally and some times little wind. Kept Plying in the Straits untill ½ past 4 pm at which time the Tide had made Strong againest us and the wind not abating bore away intending to have hauld under Cape St Diego, but was prevented by the force of the tide which carried us past that Cape with surprising rappidity, at the same time caused a very great sea…. At ½ past 7 Tacked and stud to the SE Cape St Diego bearing SBE distce 5 Leagues. At I am Squally, wore Ship, Staten land extending from North to East. At 4 Moderate weather loose'd a reef out of each topsail, the Cape of Good Success WBS and Cape St Diego NNW being now in the Strait, but the tide turning against us soon carried us out. The Violence of the Tide of Ebb rais'd such a Sea off Cape St Diego that it looked as if it was breaking Voilently on a lidge of rocks and would be taken for such by any who knew not the true cause: when the Ship was in this torrent she frequently Pitched her bowsprit in the Water. By noon we got under the land between Cape St Diego and Cape St Vincent where I thought to have Anchor'd, but found the bottom every where hard and rocky, the depth of water from 30 to 12 fathom. Set the Master to examine a small Cove which appeared to our View a little to the Eastward of Cape St Vincent.
SUNDAY 15th. Moderate breeze at South & SE and Clowdy weather the greatest part of this Day. At 2 pm the Master return'd with an account that there was Anchorage in 4 fathom water and a good bottom close to the Eastward of the first black bluf point which is on the East side of Cape St Vincent, at the very entrance of the Cove we saw from the Ship, (which I named Vincents Bay) before this Anchoring ground lay several rocky Ledges cover'd with Sea Weed, on these ledges I was informed was not less than 8 and 9 fathom, but in standing in with the Ship the first we came upon had only 4 fathom upon it. I therefore thought that Anchoring here would be attended with some risk, and that it would be better to endeavour to find some port in the Strait and there compleat our Wood and Water. However I sent a Boat with an officer a Shore to attend on Mr Banks and People who was very desireous of being aShore at any rate, while I kept plying as near the shore as possible with the Ship. At 9 they return'd on board bringing with them several Plants Flowers &ca most of them unknown in Europe and in that alone consisted their whole Value; they saw none of the Natives but met with several of their old Hutts. Hoisted the Boat in and made sail into the Strats, and at 3 am Anchor'd in 12½ fathom water (the bottom Corral rock,) before a small Cove which we took for Port Maurice and near ½ a Mile from the Shore Cape St Diego ssw and Cape Bartholomew (which is the s point of Staten land) ESE. Port Maurice appeared to afford so little Shelter for Shipping that I did not think it worth while to hoist a Boat out to Examine it. We saw here two of the Natives come down to the Shore who stay'd some time then retired into the woods again. At 10 oClock got under sail wind at SE and Plyed to Windward.
MONDAY 16th. A Fresh breeze of wind at South and sw with frequent Showers of Snow and rain. At 2 pm Anchor'd in the Bay of Success, 9 fathom the bottom owse and sand, the south point of the Bay bore SE and the North Point ENE…. Hoisted out the Boats and Moor'd with the Stream Anchor, while this was doing I went a Shore accompany'd by Mr Banks and Dr Solander to look for a Watering place and to speak with the Natives who were assembled on the beach at the head of the Bay to the number of 30 or 40; they were so far from being afraid or surprised at our coming amongest them that three of them came on board without the least hesitation. They are something above the Middle size of a dark copper Colour with long black hair, they paint their bodies in Streakes mostly Red and Black, their cloathing consists wholy of a Guanacoes skin or that of a Seal, in the same form as it came from the Animals back, the Women wear a peice of skin over their privey parts but the Men observe no such decency. Their Hutts are made like a behive and open on one side where they have their fire, they are made of small Sticks and cover'd with branches of trees, long grass &ca in such a manner that they are neither proff against wind, Hail, rain, or snow, a sufficient proff that these People must be a very hardy race; they live chiefly on shell fish such as Muscles which they gather from off the rocks along the seashore and this seems to be the work of the Women; their arms are Bows and Arrows neatly made, their arows are bearded some with glass and others with fine flint, several pieces of the former we saw amongst them with other European things such as Rings, Buttons, Cloth, Canvas &ca which I think proves that they must sometimes travel to the Northward, as we know of no ship that hath been in those parts for many years, besides they were not at all surprised at our fire arms on the contrary seem'd to know the use of them by making signs to us to fire at Seals or Birds that might come in the way. They have no boats that we saw, or any thing to go upon the water with. Their number doth not exceed 50 or 60 young and old and there are fewer Women then Men. They are extreeamly fond of any Red thing and seemed to set more Value on Beeds than any thing we could give them: in this consists their whole pride, few either men or Women are without a necklace or string of Beeds made of small Shells or bones about their necks. They would not taste any strong Liquor, neither did they seem fond of our provisions. We could not discover that they had any head or chief, or form of Goverment, neither have they any usefull or neccessary Utentials except it be a Bagg or Basket to gather their Muscels into: in a Word they are perhaps as miserable a set of People as are this day upon Earth. Having found a convenient place on the s side of the Bay to wood and Water at, we set about that work in the morning, and Mr Banks with a party went into the Country to gather Plants &ca.
THURSDAY 17th Janry.8 Fresh gales at South, SW, and W, with rain and Snow and of course very cold weather, nothwithstanding we kept geting on board Wood and water, and finished the Survey of the Bay. Mr Banks and his party not returning this Evening as I expected gave me great uneasiness as they were not prepared for staying out the night, however about noon they returned in no very comfortable condition and what was still worse two Blacks servants to Mr Banks had perished in the night with cold; 9 great part of the day they landed was spent before they got through the woods, after which they advanced so far into the Country that they were so far from being able to return that night that it was with much difficulty they got to a place of tolerable shelter where they could make a fire. These two men being intrusted with great part of the Liquor that was for the whole party had made too free with it and stupified themselves to that degree that they either could or would not travel but laid themselves down in a place where there was not the least thing to shelter them from the inclemency of the night. This was about a ¼ of a mile from where the rest took up their quarters and not with standing their repeted endeavours they could not get them to move one step farther, and the bad traveling made it impossible for any one to carry them, so that they were oblig'd to leave them and the next morning they were both found dead.
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[Very stormy weather and high surf made the task of getting wood and water difficult, and the small kedge anchor, being used with the longboat, was lost. They set sail out of the bay on 21 January and proceeded towards Cape Horn.]
WEDNESDAY 25th of Janry. Winds from the South to the WNW, the first part fresh gales and squally with some rain, middle little wind with hail and rain, latter fresh gales and hazey with showers of rain. At 8 pm the Island of Evouts NW distt 3 or 4 Miles. Variation pr morning Amplitude 21° 16' East. At 8 am the Southermost low point of land seen yesterday boare s 74° wt and a remarkable Peeked Hill to the southward of it SW and soon after we discoverd that the land which we took yesterday to be apart of the main or an Island, was three Islands which I take to be Hermites, at Noon the south point of the Southermost Island bore NWBW distt3 Leagues, having then 55 fathom Peble stones; this point is pretty high and consists of Peeked craggy rocks and not far from it lay several others high above water; it lies in the Latitude of 55°53' South and sw 26 Leagues from Strait La Mair, and by some on board thought to be Cape Horn, but I was of another oppinion and with good reason because we saw land to the southward of it about 3 or 4 Leagues. It appeared not unlike an Island with a very high round hummock upon it: this I believe to be Cape Horn for after we had stood to the Southward about 3 Leagues the weather clear'd up for about a ¼ of an hour, which gave us a sight of this land bearing then WSW but we could see no land either to the Southward or westward of it, and therefore conclude that it must be the Cape, but whether it be an Island of it self, a part of the Southermost of Hermites Islands or a part of Terra del Fuego I am not able to determine. However this is of very little concequence to Navigation, I only wished to have been certain whether or no it was the Southermost land on or near to Terra del Fuego, but the thick Foggy weather, and the westerly winds which carried us from the land prevented me from satisfying My curiosity in this point; but from its Latitude and the reasons before given I think it must, and if so it must be Cape Horn and lies in the Latitude of 55°59' South and Longitude 68°13' West from the Meridian of Greenwich, beeing the mean result of Several Observns of the Sun and Moon made the day after we left the land and which agree'd with those made at Straits Le Maire, allowing for the distance between one place and the other, which I found means very accuratly to determine.10…
THURSDAY 26th. Winds SWBW to WNW. Courses S 15° W. Distce in miles 63. Latd in South 56°57'. Longd in West of Greenwich 68°13'. Bearings at Noon C. Horn North Distant 58 miles. Fresh gales and thick hazey weather with small rain, at 2 pm the weather clearing up a little saw cape Horn bearing wsw Distant about 6 Leagues and from which I take my Departure, it[s] Latitude and Longitude have before been taken notice of.
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SUNDAY 29th. Winds W, Northerly. Courses SW. Distce sail'd in miles 79. Latd in South 59°o'. Longd in West of Greenwich 72°48'. First and latter part fresh gales and squally with flying showers of rain and Hail, the Middle Strong gales with heavy Squalls and showers of rain. At 8 pm took the 2nd reef in the topsails. At 6 am Close reef'd the Fore topsail and took in the Mizon topsail, and at 10 set it again and loosed the reef out of the fore topsail.
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TUESDAY 31st. Winds WNW, Calm, ESE, SSE. Courses N 71° W. Distce sail'd in miles 55. Latd in South 59°46'. Longd in West of Greenwich 75°54'. First part Moderate and Clowdy with some rain, in the night little wind and Calm, towards noon fresh gales and Clowdy. Between 7 and 8 pm being then in the Latd of 60°10' which was the fartherest south we was, and in the Longitude of 74°30', found the Variation of the compass by the mean of 18 Azimuths to be 27°9' East. At 3 am wind at ESE a Moderate breeze, set the S[t]udding sails, and soon after 2 birds like Penguins was seen by the mate of the watch.

[FEBRUARY 1769]
WEDNESDAY 1st. Winds SEBE, SSE, E. Courses NWBW. Distce sail'd in miles 106. Latd in South 58°46'. Longd in West of Greenwich 78°42'. Former part fresh gales, latter light airs and Clowdy. PM found the Variation by several Azimuth to be 24°53' East. At Noon soundd but had no ground with 240 fathom of line. Hoisted a small boat out to try if there was any current but found none. The weather was such as to admit Mr Banks to row round the Ship in a Lightermans skiff shooting birds.
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SATURDAY 4th. Winds Westerly. Courses N 13° W. Distce sail'd in miles 48. Latd in South 57°45'. Longd in West of Greenwich 82°16'. Fore and middle parts little wind and dark clowdy weather latter fresh gales and clowdy with some rain. PM had a boat out and shott several sorts of Birds, one of which was an Albetross as large as a Goose, whose wings when extended measured 10 feet 2 Inches, this was grey but there are of them all white except the very tip end of their wing; a nother sort in size between an Albestross and a large Gull, of a gray colour with a white spot above their tail about the bredth of ones hand, and several other sorts.
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SUNDAY 12th. Winds SW & S. Courses N 48° W. Distce sail'd in miles 113. Latd in South 49°41'. Longd in West of Greenwich 89°36'. First and Middle part fresh gales and clowdy latter little wind clear. Having for some time past generally found the Ship by obsern to the Northward of the Logg, which is not owing to a current as I at first immagined but to a wrong division of the Log Line being 2½ feet in each knot; but this is now rectified.
MONDAY 13th. Winds West Norly. Courses N 75° W. 
'd in miles 35. Latd in South 49°32'. Longd in West of Greenwich 90°37'. The first part of these 24 hours Moderate breezes and clowdy, the remainder fresh gales and clowdy. PM Saw a great many Albetrosses and other Birds about the Ship, some were all white and about the Size of Teal. Took several observations of the Sun and Moon, the result of which gave 90°13' West Longitude from Greenwich. The Variation of the Compass by the Mean of Several Azth 17° East. The Longitude by account is less then that by Obsern 37' which is about 20 Miles in these high latitudes, and nearly equall to the Error of the Logg Line before mentioned: this near agreement of the two Longitudes proves to a demonstration that we have had no Western current sence we left land.

From the foregoing observations it will appear that we are now advanced about 12° to the westward of the Strait of Magellan and 3½° to the northward of it, having been 33 days in doubbling Cape Horn or the land of Terra del Fuego, and arriving into the degree of Latitude and Longitude we are now in without ever being brought once under our close reefe'd Topsails since we left strait la Maire, a circumstance that perhaps never happen'd before to any Ship in those seas so much dreaded for hard gales of wind, insomuch that the doubling of Cape Horn is thought by some to be a mighty thing and others to this Day prefer the Straits of Magellan. As I have never been in those Straits, can only form my judgement on a carefull comparrison of the different Ships Journals that have pass'd them and those that have sail'd round Cape Horn, particularly the Dolphins two last Voyages and this of ours being made at the same Season of the Year when one may reasonably expect the Same winds to prevail. The Dolphin in her last Voyage was 3 Months in geting through the Straits not reckoning the time she lay in Port Famine, and I am firmly perswaded from the winds that we have had, that had we come by that passage we should not yet have been in these Seas; beside the fatiguing of our people the Damage we must have done to our Anchors Cables Sails and Rigging none of which have suffered in our passage round Cape Horn.

From what I have said it will appear that I am no advocate for the Straits of Magellan, but it may be expected that I should say some thing of Strait le Maire through which we pass'd, and this is the more incumbant on me as it was by choise and contrary to the advice given by Mr Walter the ingenious Author of Lord Ansons Voyage who adveiseth all Ships not to go through this Strait but to go to the Eastward of Staten land, and likewise to Stand to the Southward as far as 61° or 62° South before any endeavour is made to get to the westward; with respect to the passing of Strait Le Maire or going round Staten land I look upon of little concequence and either one or the other to be pursue'd according to circumstances: for if you happen to fall in with the land to the westward of the Strait and the winds favourable for going through it certainly must be a peice of folly to loose time in going round Staten land, for by paying a little attention to the directions I have already given no ill concequences can attend; but, on the contrary if you should fall in with the land to the eastward of the Strait or the wind should prove boisterous, or unfavourable, in any of these cases the going to the Eastward of Staten land is the most adviseable. And next, as to the runing into the Latitude of 61° or 62° South before any endeavour is made to get to the westward, is what I think no man will ever do that can avoide it, for it cannot be suppose'd that any one will Stear South mearly to get into a high Latitude when at the same time he can Steer west, for it is not Southing but Westing thats wanting, but this way you cannot steer because the winds blow almost constantly from that quarter, so that you have no other choise but to stand to the Southward close upon a wind, and by keeping upon that Tack you not only make southing but westing also and sometimes not a little when the wind Varies to the northward of west, and the farther you advance to the Southrd the better chance you have of having the winds from that quarter or easterly and likewise of meeting with finer weather, both of which we ourselves experence'd. Prudence will direct every man when in these high Latitudes to make sure of Sufficient westing to double all the lands before he thinks of Standing to the Northward. When the winds was westerly the mountains on Terra del Fuego were generally cover'd with dense clowds, formed as one may reasonably suppose by watery exhalations and by Vapours brought thither by the westerly winds, for from that quarter came frequent showers of Rain Hail and Snow, and after we had left the land and were standing to the Southward with the winds westerly dark dense clowds were continuely forming in the horizon and rose to about 45° where they began to disspate, these was generally attended with showers of rain or hail and Sqls of wind; but as we advanced to the southward these clowds became less dence, and in ye Latd 60°10' where we got the winds Easterly the weather was more serene and milder, again as we advanced to the northward we had a constant clowded sky & dark gloomy weather, ye whole time exceedg cold.

[image: image]

TUESDAY 28th. Winds West to NW. Courses N 13° W. Distce sail'd in miles 42. Latd in South 39°33'30”. Longd in West of Greenwich 110°38'. The former part Little wind and fine clear weather, the air full as warm as in the same degree of North Latitude at the correspondent season of the year: the sw swell still keeps up notwithstand the gale hath been over about thirty hours, a proof that there is no land near in that quarter. The remainder part of this Day fresh breezes and clear: at 9 am took three sets of Observations of the Sun and Moon in order to find the Longitude of the Ship.

[MARCH 1769]

WEDNESDAY 1st. Winds WBS, NW. Courses N76° W. 
'd in miles 52. Latd in South 38°44'. Longd in West of Greenwich 111°43'. Bearings at Noon C. Horn 60° E Distce 660 Leagues. First part fresh breeze the remainder moderate breezes and clear weather. The result of the forementioned Observations gives 110°33' w. Longitude from Greenwich and exactly agrees with the Longitude given by the Log, from Cape Horn: this agreement of the two Longitudes after a Run of 660 Leagues is surpriseing and much more then could be expected, but as it is so, it serves to prove as well as the repeted trials we have made when the weather would permit, that we have had no Current that hath affected the Ship Since we came into these Seas, this must be a great sign that we have been near no land of any extent because near land are generally found Currents: it is well known that on the East side of the Continent in the North sea we meet with Currents above 100 Leagues from the Land, and even in the Middle of the Atlantic Ocean between Africa and America are always found Currents, and I can see no reason why currents should not be found in this Sea Supposing a Continent or lands lay not far west from us as some have immagine'd, and if such land was ever seen we cannot be far from it, as we are now 560 Leagues West of the Coast of Chili.
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[Cook continued on his north-westerly course, bringing the ship's company from watch and watch to the more relaxed three watches, and fetching up the six waist guns, which had gone down to the hold for the passage round Cape Horn.]
THURSDAY 23rd. Winds NBW to WBN. Courses N 13° W. Distce sail'd in miles 49. Latd in South 24°43'. Longd in West of Greenwich 130°8'. Fresh gales and squally with rain the first part, the remainder fresh gales and clowdy. PM Saw some men of war Birds and Egg Birds and in the Morning saw more Egg Birds and Tropic Birds. The Man of War and Tropic Birds are pretty well known but the Egg Bird (as it is call'd in the Dolphins Journals) require some description to know it by that name. It is a small slender Bird of the Gull kind and all white, and not much unlike the small white Gulls we have in England, only not so big; there are also Birds in Newfoundland call'd Stearings that are of the same shape and Bigness only they are of a Greyish Colour. These Birds were call'd by the Dolphin Egg Birds on account of their being like those known by that name by Salors in the Gulph of Florida. Neither they nor the Men of War Birds are ever reckoned to go very far from land.
FRIDAY 24th. Winds WNW to NW. Courses NEBN¼E. Distce sail'd in miles 99. Latd in South 23°23'. Longd in West of Greenwich 129°2'. Fresh gales and Clowdy, with some rain in the fore part of this day. All the Fore part of these 24 hours the Sea was Smooth but at 12 at night it was more so, and about 3 in the Morning one of the People saw or thought he saw a Log of wood pass the Ship; this made us think we were near some land, but at Day light we saw not the least appearences of any and I did not think my self at liberty to spend time in searching for what I was not sure to find, altho I thought my self not far from those Islands discover'd by Quiros in 1606 and very probable we were not, from the Birds &ca we have seen for these 2 or 3 days past.
SATURDAY 25th. Winds NWBN to WBN Courses NE½N. Distce sail'd in miles 95. Latd in South 22°11'. Longd in West of Greenwich 127°55'. First part Dark Clowdy weather with rain and a fresh breeze of wind, the remainder fair and Clowdy.
SUNDAY 26th. WindsNW to W. Longd in West of Greenwich 127°43'. Squally weather with rain. A 5 pm Saw some Sea Weed pass the Ship, and at 7 Wm Greenslade Marine either by Accident or design went over board and was drownded; the following circumstances makes it appear as tho it was done designedly, he had been Centinal at the Stearage door between 12 and 4 oClock where he had taken part of a Seal Skin put under his charge which was found upon him, the other Marines thought themselves hurt by one of their party commiting a crime of this Nature, and he being a raw young fellow, and as very probable made him resolve upon commiting this rash action; for the Sergant, not being willing that it should pass over unknown to me, was about 7 oClock going to bring him aft to have it inqured into when he gave him the Slip between decks and was seen go upon the Fore Castle, and from that time was seen no more. I was niether made acquainted with the Theft or the circumstances attending it untill the Man was gone.
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[The Endeavour must have passed close to Pitcairn Island, but the first sighting of land, after 66 days, was in the Tuamotu archipelago, east of the Society Islands.]

[APRIL 1769]

SATURDAY 1st. Winds SE to E½N. Courses West. Distce sail'd in miles 122. Latd in South 19°7'. Longd in West of Greenwich 133°28'. A Steady fresh Trade and fine weather. Variation per Several Azimuth 2°32' East.
SUNDAY 2nd. Winds East. Courses N86½ W. Distce sail'd in miles 118. Latd in South 19°o'. Longd in West of Greenwich 135°33'. A fresh trade wind and fine pleasent weather. At Noon saw a large flock of Birds, they had brown backs and white bellies, they fly and make a noise like Stearings and are shaped like them only some thing larger. Saw likewise some black sheer waters and several Men of War Birds.
MONDAY 3rd. Winds East. Courses N 82°45' W. Distce sail'd in miles 110. Latd in South 18°46'. Longd in West of Greenwich 137°29'. First and latter part a Steady fresh breeze and clowdy, the Middle sometimes Squally with rain at other times little wind. PM saw two Birds like Albatrosses, they were all white except the Tip of their wings and tails.
TUESDAY 4th. Winds E, EBS. Courses N 88° W. Distce sail'd in miles 114. Latd in South 18°42'. Longd in West of Greenwich 139°29'. A Steady fresh Trade and clear weather. At ½ past 10 AM saw land bearing South distant 3 or 4 Leagues; hauld up for it and soon found it to be an Island of about 2 Leagues in circuit and of an Oval form with a Lagoon in the Middle for which I named it Lagoon Island. The border of land circumscribing this Lagoon is in many places very low and narrow particularly on the South side where it is mostly a beach or Reef of Rocks, it is the same on the North in three places and these disjoins the firm land and makes it appear like so many Islands cover'd with Wood. On the west end of the Island is a large tree which we took for a tree that looks like a Large Tower – and about the Middle of the Island are two Cocoa-nut trees that appear above all the other wood, which as we approche'd the Island look'd very much like a flag. We approach'd the north side of this Island within a Mile and found no bottom with a 130 fathom of line nor did there appear to be any Anchorage about it. We saw several of the Inhabitants, the Most of them Men and these March'd along the shore abreast of the Ship with long clubs in their hands as tho they ment to oppose our landing, they were all naked except their privy parts and were of a dark Coper colour with long black hair, but upon our leaving the Island some of them were seen to put on a covering and one or two we saw in the skirts of the Wood was cloathd in white, these we supposed to be Women. This Island lies in the Latitude of 18°47' and Longd 139°28' West from the Meridian of Greenwich. Variation 2°54' East.
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[Continuing a westerly course, they sighted numerous islands, including Osnaburg (Mehetia), the first of the Society Islands, on 10 April.]
TUESDAY 11th. Winds Varble. Courses N 66° W. Distce sail'd in miles 54. Latd in South 17°38'. Longd in West of Greenwich 148°39'. Bearings at Noon Osnaburg Island E½S Distce 13 Leagues. First part little wind and clowdy, the remainder Little wind and very Variable unsettled weather with some rain. PM Took several Observations of the Sun and Moon which gave the Longd of the Ship to be 148°18' w and differs but little from that given by the Log. At 6 AM Saw King Georges Island extending from WBS½S to WBN½N it appear'd very high and Mountainous.
WEDNESDAY 12th. Winds Do. Courses West. Distce sail'd in miles 18. Latd in South 17°38'. Longd in West of Greenwich 148°58'. Bearings at Noon King Georges Island from South to WBN Distce 5 Lagues. Variable light airs all these 24 hours and hot sultry weather. At 5 PM King Georges Island extending from NWBW to sw Distant 6 or 7 Leagues, and at 6 AM it bore from ssw to WBN. Being little wind and calm several of the Natives came off to us in their Canoes, but more to look at us then any thing else we could not prevail with any of them to come on board and some would not come near the Ship.
THURSDAY 13th. Winds Easterly. At Anchor in Royl Bay Georges Island.11 The first part Clowdy and Squally with Showers of rain the remainder Gentle Breezes and clear weather. At 4 pm the NE Point of Royal Bay W½N. Run under an easy Sail all night and had soundings from 22 to 12 fm 2 or 3 Miles from the Shore. At 5 AM Made Sail for the Bay and at 7 Anchor'd in 13 fathom.

At this time we had but a very few men upon the Sick list and these had but slite complaints, the Ships compney had in general been very healthy owing in a great measure to the Sour krout, Portable Soup and Malt; the two first were serve'd to the People, the one on Beef Days and the other on Banyan Days, Wort was made of the Malt and at the discrition of the Surgeon given to every man that had the least symptoms of Scurvy upon him, by this Means and the care and Vigilance of Mr Munkhous the Surgeon this disease was prevented from geting a footing in the Ship. The Sour Krout the Men at first would not eate untill I put in pratice a Method I never once knew to fail with seamen, and this was to have some of it dress'd every Day for the Cabbin Table, and permitted all the Officers without exception to make use of it and left it to the option of the Men either to take as much as they pleased or none atall; but this pratice was not continued above a week before I found it necessary to put every one on board to an Allowance, for such are the Tempers and disposissions of Seamen in general that whatever you give them out of the Common way, altho it be ever so much for their good yet it will not go down with them and you will hear nothing but murmurings gainest the man that first invented it; but the Moment they see their Superiors set a Value upon it, it becomes the finest stuff in the World and the inventer an honest fellow.12
 

REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES AT GEORGES ISLAND

Note. The way of reckoning the Day in Sea Journals is from Noon to Noon, but as the Most material transactions at this Island must happen in the Day time this method will be attended with ilconveniences in inserting the transactions of each Day; for this reason I shall during our stay at this Island but no longer reckon the day according to the civil account, that is to begin and end at midnight.
We had no sooner come to an Anchor in Royal Bay as before Mentioned than a great number of the natives in their Canoes came off to the Ship and brought with them Cocoa-nuts &ca and these they seem'd to set a great Value upon. Amongest those that came off to the Ship was an elderly Man whose name is Owhaa, him the Gentlemen that had been here before in the Dolphin knew and had often spoke of him as one that had been of service to them, this man (together with some others) I took on board, and made much of him thinking that he might on some occasion be of use to us. As our stay at this place was not likly to be very Short, I thought it very necessary that some order Should be Observed in Trafficing with the Natives: that such Merchantdize as we had on board for that purpose might continue to bear a proper value, and not leave it to every ones own particular fancy which could not fail to bring on confution and quarels between us and the Natives, and would infallible lesen the Value of such Articles as we had to Traffic with: in order to prevent this the following Rules were orderd to be observed, viz.
RULES to be observe'd by every person in or belonging to His Majestys Bark the Endevour, for the better establishing a regular and uniform Trade for Provisions &ca with the Inhabitants of Georges Island.
1st To endeavour by every fair means to cultivate a friendship with the Natives and to treat them with all immaginable humanity.
2d A proper person or persons will be appointed to trade with the Natives for all manner of Provisions, Fruit, and other productions of the earth; and no officer or Seaman, or other person belonging to the Ship, excepting such as are so appointed, shall Trade or offer to Trade for any sort of Provisions, Fruit, or other productions of the earth unless they have my leave so to do.
3d Every person employ'd a Shore on any duty what soever is strictly to attend to the same, and if by neglect he looseth any of his Arms or woorking tools, or suffers them to be stole, the full Value thereof will be charge'd againest his pay according to the Custom of the Navy in such cases, and he shall recive such farther punishment as the nature of the offence may deserve.
4th The same penalty will be inflicted on every person who is found to imbezzle, trade or offer to trade with any part of the Ships Stores of what nature soever.
5th No Sort of Iron, or any thing that is made of Iron, or any sort of Cloth or other usefull or necessary articles are to be given in exchange for any thing but provisions.

J. C.

As soon as the Ship was properly secure'd I went on Shore accompanied by Mr Banks and the other gentlemen, with a party of Men under arms, we took along with us Owhaa who conducted us to the place where the Dolphin water'd, and made signs to us as well as we could understand that we might occupy that ground but it happen'd not to be fit for our purpose. No one of the Natives made the least opposission at our landing but came to us with all imaginable marks of friendship and submission. We afterwards made a circuit through the Woods, and then came on board. We did not find the Inhabitants to be numerous and therefore at first imagined that several of them had fled from their habitations upon our arrival in the Bay but Mr Gore & some others who had been here before observ'd that a very great revolution must have happen'd – not near the number of inhabitants a great number of houses raiz'd, har[d]ly a vestage of some to be seen particularly what was call'd the Queens and not so much as a Hog or Fowl was to be seen – no very agreeable discovery to us whose Ideas of plenty upon our arrival at this Island (from the report of the Dolphin) was carried to the very highest pitch.
FRIDAY Apl. 14th. This morning we had a great many Canoes about the Ship, the Most of them came from the westward but brought nothing with them but a few Cocoa-nuts &ca. Two that appear'd to be Chiefs we had on board together with several others for it was a hard matter to keep them out of the Ship as they clime like Munkeys, but it was still harder to keep them from Stealing but every thing that came within their reach, in this they are prodiges expert. I made each of the two Chiefs a present of a Hatchet things that they seem'd mostly to Value. As soon as we had partly got clear of these people, I took two Boats and went to the Westward all the Gentlemen being along with me, my design was to see if there was not a more comm[o]dious Harbour and to try the disposission of the Natives having along with us the two Chiefs above mentioned: the first place we landed at was in Great Canoe Harbour (so call'd by Capt Wallis) here the Natives Flock'd about us in great Numbers and in as friendly a Manner as we could wish, only that they shew'd a great inclination to pick our pockets. We were conducted to a Chief who for distinction sake we call'd Hercules, 13 after staying a Short time with him and distributing a few presents about us, we proceeded further and came to a Chief who I shall call Lycurgus, this Man entertain'd us with Broil'd fish Bread fruit Cocoa-nuts &ca with great hospitality, and all the time took great care to tell us to take care of our pockets, as a great number of people had crowded about us. Notwithstanding the care we took Dr Solander and Dr Munkhouse had each of them their pockets pick'd the one of his spy glass and the other of his snuff Box, as soon as Lycurgus was made acquainted with the theift he disperse'd the people in a Moment and the method he made use of was to lay hold of the first thing that came in his way and throw it at them and happy was he or she that could get first out of his way; he seem'd very much concern'd for what had happend and by way of recompence offer'd us but every thing that was in his House, but we refuse'd to except of any thing and made signs to him that we only wanted the things again. He had already sent people out after them and it was not long before they were return'd. We found the Natives very Numerous where ever we came and from what we could judge seem'd very peaceably inclin'd. About 6 oClock in the evening we return'd on board very well satisfied with our little excursion.
SATURDAY 15th. Winds at East during the day, in the night a light breeze off the land, and as I apprehend it be usual here for the Trade wind to blow during great part of the Day from the Eastern board and to have it Calm or light breezes from the land that is Southerly during the night with fair weather, I shall only mention the wind and weather when they deviate from this rule.

This morning several of the Chiefs we had seen yesterday came on board and brought with them Hogs, Bread fruit &ca for these we gave them Hatchets, Linnen and such things as they Valued. Having not met with yesterday a more convenient situation for every purpose we wanted than the place where we now are, I therefore without delay resolved to pitch upon some spot upon the NE point of the Bay properly situated for observing the Transit of Venus and at the same time under the command of the Ships Guns, and there to throw up a small fort for our defence, accordingly I went a Shore with a party of men accompanie'd by Mr Banks Dr Solander and Mr Green. We took along with us one of Mr Banks Tents, and after we had fix'd upon a place fit for our purpose we set up the Tent and Mark'd out the ground we intended to occupy. By this time a great number of the Natives had got collected together about us, seemingly only to look on as not one of them had any weaphon either offensive or defensive. I would suffer none to come within the lines I had marked out excepting one who appear'd to be a Chief and old Owhaa, to these two men we endeavour'd to explain as well as we could that we wanted that ground to sleep upon such a number of nights and than we should go a way. Whether they understood us or no is uncertain but no one appear'd the least displeased at what we was about. Indeed the ground we had fix'd upon was of no use to them being part of the Sandy beach upon the shore of the Bay and not near to any of their habitations. It being too late in the Day to do any thing more a party with a Petty officer was left to guard the Tent while we with a nother party took a walk into the woods and with us most of the natives. We had but just cross'd the River when Mr Banks shott three Ducks at one shott which surprise'd them so much that the most of them fell down as tho they had been shott likewise. I was in hopes this would have had some good effect but the event did not prove it, for we had not been gone long from the Tent before the natives again began to gather about it and one of them more daring then the rest push'd one of the Centinals down, snatched the Musquet out of his hand and made a push at him and then made off and with him all the rest, emmidiatly upon this the officer order'd the party to fire14 and the Man who took the Musquet was shott dead before he had got far from the Tent but the Musquet was carried quite off; when this happen'd I and Mr Banks with the other party were about half a Mile off returning out of the woods, upon hearing the fireing of musquets and the natives leaving us at the same time we susspected that some thing was the Matter and hasten'd our march, but before we arrive'd the whole was over and every one of the Natives fled except old Owhaa who stuck by us the whole time, and I beleive from the first either knew or had some suspicion that the People would attempt something at the Tent as he was very much agai[n]st our going into the woods out of sight of this Tent. However he might have other reasons for Mr Hicks being a shore the Day before the natives would not permit him to go into the woods, this made me resolve to go to see whether they mea[n]t to proscribe bounds to us or no. Old Owhaa as I have said before was the only one of the Natives that stay'd by us and by his means we prevail'd on about 20 of them to come to the Tent and their sit down with us and endeavour'd by every means in our power to convence them that the man was kill'd for taking away the Musquet and that we still would be friends with them. At sunset they left us seemingly satisfied and we struck our Tent and went on board.
SUNDAY 16th. This Day warped the Ship nearer the Shore and moor'd her in such a Manner as to command all the Shore of the NE part of the Bay, but more particularly the place where we indended to Erect a Fort. Punished Richd Hutchins Seaman with 12 lashes for disobaying command. Several of the Natives came down to ye Shore of the Bay but not one of them came off to the Ship during the whole day; in the evening I went a Shore with only a Boats crew and some of the Gentlemen, the natives gather'd about us to the number of about 30 or 40 and b[r]ought us Cocoa nuts &ca and seem'd as friendly as ever.
MONDAY 17th. At 2 oClock this Morning departed this Life Mr Alex Buchan Landscip Draftsman to Mr Banks, a Gentlemen well skill'd in his profession and one that will be greatly miss'd in the course of this Voyage, he had long been subject to a disorder in his Bowels which had more than once brought him to the Very point of death and was at the same time subject to fits of one of which he was taken on Saturday morning, this brought on his former disorder which put a period to his life. Mr Banks thought it not so adviseable to Enterr the Body a shore in a place where we was utter strangers to the Customs of the Natives on such Occations, it was therefore set out to Sea and commited to that Element with all the decencey the circumstance of the place would admit of. This morning several Chiefs from the Westward made us a visit, they brought with them Emblems of Peace which are young Plantain Trees, these they put on board the Ship before they would venture themselves; they brought us a present of two Hogs (an Article we find here very scarce) and some bread fruit, for these they had Hatchets and other things. In the afternoon we set up one of the Ships Tents a Shore and Mr Green and myself stay'd a Shore the night to Observe an Eclipse of Jupiters fi[r]st setilite which we was hinder'd from seeing by clowds.
TUESDAY 18th. Clowdy weather with some Showers of rain. This morning took as many people out of the Ship as could possibly be spar'd and set about Erecting a Fort, some were employ'd in troughing up intrenchments while others was cutting faccines Pickets &ca. The natives were so far from hindering us that several of them assisted in bring[ing] the Pickets and Faccines out of the woods and seem'd quite unconcern'd at what we were about, the wood we made use on for this occation we purchased of them and we cut no tree down before we had first obtain'd their consent. By this time all the Ships sails were unbent and the Armourers Forge set up to repair the Iron work &ca Serve'd Fresh Pork to the Ships Compney to day for the first time, this is like to be a very scarce Article with us but as to Bread fruit Cocoa-nuts and Plantains the Natives supply us with as much as we can distroy.
WEDNESDAY 19th. This morning Lycurgus, whose real name is Toobouratomita came with his Family from the westward in order from what we could understand to live near us, he brought with him the covering of a house with several other Materials for building one; we intend to requite the conf[i]dence this man seems to put in us by treating him with all imaginable kindness. Got on Shore some empty casks which we place'd in a double row along the bank of the River by way of a breast work on that side.
THURSDAY 20th. Wind at SE and Squally with rain; all hands employ'd a Shore, and nothing remarkable excepting that a Hog weighing about 90 pounds was brought along side the Ship for sale, but those who brought it would not part with it for any thing we could offer them but a carpenters broad ax and as this was what we could not part with they carried it away; thus we see those very People who but two years ago perfer'd a spike Nail to an Axe of any sort, have now so far learnt the use of them that they will not part with a Pig of 10 or 12 pounds weight for any thing under a Hatchet and even those of an inferior or small sort are in no great esteem with them, and small Nails such as 10d 20d or any under 40d are of no Value attall; but Beeds particularly white cut glass Beeds are much Value'd by them.

Mr Banks and Dr Solander lay ashore tonight for the first time, their Markee's being set up within the walls of the Fort and fit for their riceptoin.
FRIDAY 21st. Got the Copper Oven aShore and fix'd it in the Bank of the breast works.

Yesterday as Mr Green and Dr Munkhouse were taking a Walk they happen'd to meet with the Body of the Man we had Shot, as the Natives by signs made them fully understand, the manner in which the body was enterr'd being a little extraordinary I went to day with some others to see it. Close by the House wherein he resided when living was built a small Shade, but whether for the purpose or no I cannot say for it was in all respects like some of the Shades or house's they live in. This Shade was about 14 or 16 feet long, 10 or 12 broad and of a proportional height, one end was wholy open the other end [and] the two sides were partly inclosed with a kind of wicker'd work. In this shade lay the Corps upon a Bier or frame of wood with a Matted bottom like a Cot frame use'd at sea, and supported by 4 posts about 5 feet from the Ground, the Body was cover'd with a Mat and over that a white Cloth, along side of the Body lay a wooden Club, one of their weaphons of warr. The head of the Corps lay next the close end of the Shad[e], and at this end lay 2 Cocoa-nut Shells such as they some times use to carry water in. At the other end of the Shade was a bunch of Green leaves with some dry'd twigs tied all together and stuck in the ground and a stone lying by them about as big as a Cocoa-nut, near to these lay a young Plantain tree, such as they use as Emblems of Peace, and by it lay a stone Axe; at the open end of the Shade was hung in several Strings a great number of Palm nuts. Without the Shad[e] was Stuck upright in the ground the Stem of a Plantain tree about 5 feet high on the Top of which stud a Cocoa-nut shell full of fresh water, and on the side of the Post hung a small Bag wherein were a few peices of Bread fruit roasted ready for eating, some of the peices were fresh and others stale. The Natives did not seem to like that we should go near the Body and stud at a little distance themselves while we examine'd these matters and appear'd to be please'd when we came away. It certainly was no very agreeable place for it Stunk intollerably and yet it was not above 10 yards from the Huts wherein several of the Living resided. The first day we landed we saw the Skeleton of a human being laying in this manner under a Shade that was just big enough to cover it, and some days after that when some of the gentlemen went with a design to examine it more narrowly it was gone.

It was at this time thought that this manner of enterring their Dead was not common to all ranks of people as this was the first we had seen except the Skeleton just mentioned, but various were the opinions concerning the Provisions &ca laid about the dead; upon the whole it should seem that these people not only beleive in a Supream being but on a futerue state also, and that this must be meant either as an offering to some Deitie, or for the use of the dead in the other world, but this last is not very probable as there appear'd to be no Priest craft in the thing, for what ever provisions were put there, it appear'd very plain to us that there it remaind untill it consum'd away of it self. It is most likely that we shall see more of this before we leave the Island, but if it is a Religious ceremoney we may not be able to understand it, for the Misteries of most Religions are very dark and not easily understud even by those who profess them.
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FRIDAY 28th. This Morning a great number of the Natives came to us in their Canoes from different parts of the Island several of whome we had not seen before, one of these was the Woman called by the Dolphin the Queen of this Island. She first went to Mr Banks's Tent at the Fort where she was not known till the Master happening to go aShore who knew her and brought her on board with two men and several Women who seem'd to be all of her Family. I made them all some presents or other, but to Obariea, for such is this womans name, I gave several things, in return for which, as soon as I went a Shore with her, she gave me a Hog and several Bunches of Plantains, these she caused to be carried from her Canoe's up to the Fort in a kind of a Procession she and I bringing up the rear. This Woman is about 40 years of Age and like most of the other Women very Masculine. She is head or Chief of her own Family or Tribe but to all appearence hath no authority over the rest of the Inhabitants whatever she might have had when the Dolphin was here. Hercules, whose real name is Tootaha, is to all appearences the Chief man of the Island and hath generally Viseted us twice a Week sence we have been here, and came always attended by a number of Canoes and people, and at those times we were sure to have a supply, more or less, of every thing the Island afforded, both from himself and from those that came with him, and it is a Chance thing that we got a Hog at any other time; he was with us at this time and did not appear very well pleased at the Notice we took of Obariea but I soon put him into a good humor by takeing him on board and makeing him some presents.
SATURDAY 29th. This Day got the four Guns out of the Hold and mounted 2 of them on the Quarter Deck, and the other 2 in the Fort on the bank of the River. For this day or 2 past about 30 Double Canoes, in which might be between 2 & 300 people, had come into our neighbourhood this made us keep a very good lookout & a strick eye over all their motions.
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[MAY 1769]

MONDAY May the 1st. This morning Tootaha came on board the Ship and was very desireous of seeing into every Chest and Drawer that was in the Cabbin. I satisfied his curiosity so far as to open most of those that belong'd to me, he saw several things that he took a fancy to and collected them together, but at last he cast his eye upon the Adze I had from Mr Stephens that was made in immitation of one of their Stone Adzes or axes, the moment he lay his hands upon it he of his own accord put away every thing he had got before and ask'd me if I would give him that, which I very readily did and he went away without asking for any one thing more, which I by experence knew was a sure sign that he was well pleased with what he had got.

This day one of the Natives who appear'd to be a Chief dined with us as he had done some days before, but than there were always some Women present and one or a nother of them put the Victuals into his mouth but this day there happen'd to be none to perform that office; when he was helpt to Victuals and desired to eat he sat in the chair like a Stattute without once attempting to put one morsel to his mouth and would certainly have gone without his dinner if one of the Servants had not fed him. We have often found the Women very officious in feeding of us, from which it would seem that it is a Custom upon some occations for them to feed the Chiefs, however this is the only instance of that kind we have seen, or that they could not help themselves as well as any of us.

This afternoon we set up the Observatory and took the Astronomical Quadt a shore for the first time, together with some other Instruments. The Fort being no[w] finished and made as Tenable as the Time, Nature and situation of the ground, and materials we had to work upon would admit of. The North and south parts consisted of a Bank of earth 4½ feet high on the inside, and a Ditch without, 10 feet broad and 6 feet deep: on the west side faceing the Bay a Bank of earth 4 feet high and Pallisades upon that, but no ditch the works being at highwater mark: on the East side upon the Bank of the River was place'd a double row of casks: and as this was the weakest side the 2 four pounders were planted there, and the whole was defended besides these 2 guns with 6 Swivels and generally about 45 Men with small arms including the officers and gentlemen who resided aShore. I now thought my self perfectly secure from any thing these people could attempt.
TUESDAY 2nd. This morning about 9 oClock when Mr Green and I went to set up the Quadt it was not to be found, it had never been taken out of the Packing case (which was abt 18 Inches square), sence it came from Mr Bird the Maker, and the whole was pretty heavy, so that it was a matter of astonishment to us all how it could be taken away, as a Centinal stood the whole night within 5 yards of the door of the Tent where it was put together with several other Instruments but none of them was missing but this. However it was not long before we got information that one of the natives had taken it away and carried it to the Eastward. Immidiatly a resolution was taken to detain all the large Canoes that were in the Bay, and to seize upon Tootaha and some others of the Principle people and keep them in Custody untill the Quadt was produce'd, but this last we did not think proper immidiatly to put in execution as we had only Obaria in our power and the detaining of her by force would have alarm'd all the rest. In the meantime Mr Banks (who is always very alert upon all occations wherein the Natives are concern'd) and Mr Green went into the woods to enquire of Toobouratomita which way and where the Quadrant was gone; I very soon was inform'd that these Three were gone to the Eastward in quest of it and some time after I follow'd my self with a small party of Men, but before I went away I gave orders that if Tootaha came either to the Ship or the Fort he was not to be detain'd, for I found that he had no hand in takeing away the Quadrant and that there was almost a certainty of geting it again. I met Mr Banks and Mr Green about 4 Miles from the Fort returning with the Quadrant, this was about Sunset and we all got back to the Fort about 8 oClock, where I found Tootaha in Custody and a Number of the Natives Crowding about the gate of the Fort. My going into the Woods with a party of arm'd men so alarm'd the Natives that in the evening they began to move of with their effects and a double Canoe puting off from the Bottom of the Bay was observ'd by the Ship and a boat sent after her, in this Canoe happen'd to be Tootaha and as soon as our boat came up with her he and all the people that were in the Canoe jump'd over board, and he only was taken up and brought on board the Ship together with the Canoe, the rest were permited to swim ashore. From the Ship Tootaha was sent to the Fort, where Mr Hicks thought proper to detain him untill I return'd. The scene between Toobouratomita and Tootaha when the former came into the Fort and found the latter in custody, was realy moveing, they wept over each other for some time, as for Tootaha he was so far prepossess'd with the thought that he was to be kill'd that he could not be made sensible to the contrary till he was carried out of the Fort to the people, many of whom express'd their joy by embraceing him; and after all he would not go away untill he had given us two Hoggs notwithstanding we did all in our power to hinder him, for it is very certain that the treatment he had met with from us did not merit such a reward. However we had it in our power to make him a present of equal Value whenever we pleased.

We had now time to consider how the quadrant was Stoln: it is very probable that the man who took it had seen the box brought into the Tent or else had been well inform'd by others and had from that moment resolved to steal it, for about sunset last night a man was seen crawling a long the bank of the River behind the Fort, but on being spoken to he went away; however it is very clear that he was watching for an opportunity to get into the Fort in the dusk of the evening before the centinals were call'd in and while the most of our people, after leaving of work, were diverting themselves with the natives. However my self and some others were never out of the Fort and I did not stir out of the Tent where the quadt was till Sun set, then walk'd several times round the Inside of the Fort after which I went into Mr Banks's Markee and order'd the Drumer to beat the Tattoo, in the doing of which he went 3 times round the works yet in one of these Short intervals when either mine or the drumers back [was] turn'd the man found means to carry off the Box for immidiately upon beating the Tattoo every boddy came into the Fort, the centinals call'd and place'd in the inside when it wold have been impossible for him to have done it. Indeed we found it difficult to beleive that a naked Indian frighten'd of f[i]rearms as they are, would have made such an attemp'd at the certain risk of his life.15
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[It took time for Tuteha to become reconciled with the English visitors after the incident of the quadrant, but the reconciliation when it came (5 May) was handsome. There was a huge gathering, an exchange ofgifts, and a display of public wrestling. Tuteha then provided a feast to be eaten aboard the Endeavour.]
TUESDAY 9th, WEDNESDAY 10th and THURSDAY 11th. Nothing remarkable happen'd for the three days. Obarea, the Dolphins Queen, made us a Visit for the first time sence the Quadrant was Stolen, she introduce'd her self with a small Pigg for which she had a Hatchet and as soon as She got it she lugg'd out a Broken Ax and several peices of Old Iron, these I believe she must have had from the Dolphin, the Ax she wanted to be mended and Axes made of the Old Iron. I obliged her in the first but excuse'd my self from the latter. Sence the Natives have Seen the Forge at work they have frequently brought pieces of Iron to be made into one sort of Tools or other, which hath generally been done when ever it did not hinder our own work, being willing to oblige them in every thing in my power; these peices of Old Iron the natives must have got from the Dolphin, as we know of no other Ship being here and very probably some from us; for there is no species of theft they will not commit to get this Artic[l]e and I may say the same of the common seamen when in these parts.
FRIDAY 12th. Clowdy weather with Showers of Rain. This Morning a Man and two young women with some others came to the Fort whome we had not seen before: and as their manner of introduceing themselves was a little uncommon I shall insert it: Mr Banks was as usual at the gate of the Fort trading with the people, when he was told that some Strangers were coming and therefore stood to receive them, the compney had with them about a Dozn young Plantains Trees and some other small Plants, these they laid down about 20 feet from Mr Banks, the People then made a lane between him and them, when this was done the Man (who appear'd to be only a Servant to the 2 Women) brought the young Plantains Singley, together with some of the other Plants and gave them to Mr Banks, and at the delivery of each pronounce'd a Short sentence, which we understood not, after he had thus dispose'd of all his Plantain trees he took several peices of Cloth and spread them on the ground, one of the Young Women then step'd upon the Cloth and with as much Innocency as one could possibly conceve, expose'd herself intirely naked from the waist downwards, in this manner she turn'd her Self once or twice round, I am not certain which, then step'd of the Cloth and drop'd down her clothes, more Cloth was then spread upon the Former and she again perform'd the same ceremony; the Cloth was then rowled up and given to Mr Banks and the two young women went and embraced him which ended the Ceremoney.
SATURDAY 13th. Nothing worthy of note happen'd dureing the day, in the night one of the Natives attempted to get into the Fort by climing over the Walls but being discover'd by the Centinals he made off; the Iron and Iron tools daily in use at the Armourers Forge are temptations that these people cannot possibly withstand.
SUNDAY 14th. This day we perform'd divine Service in one of the Tents in the Fort where several of the Natives attended and behaved with great decency the whole time: this day closed with an odd Scene at the Gate of the Fort where a young fellow above 6 feet high lay with a little Girl about 10 or 12 years of age publickly before several of our people and a number of the Natives. What makes me mention this, is because, it appear'd to be done more from Custom than Lewdness, for there were several women present particularly Obarea and several others of the better sort and these were so far from shewing the least disaprobation that they instructed the girl how she should act her part, who young as she was, did not seem to want it.
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SUNDAY 28th. Winds Southerly and clear weather. This morning, my self, Mr Banks and Dr Solander set out in the Pinnace to pay Tootaha a Viset who had moved from Apparra to the sw part of the Isld. What induced us to make him this Viset was a message we had received from him some days ago importing that if we would go to him he would give us several Hogs, we had no great faith in this yet we was resolved to try, and set out accordingly, it was night before we reached the place where he was and as we had left the Boat about half way behind us we were oblige'd to take up our quarters with him for the night. The Chief received us in a very friendly manner and a Pig was order'd to be kill'd & dressed for supper, but we saved his Life for the present thinking it would do us more service in a nother place and we supp'd on fruit and what else we could get: here was along with the Chief Obarea and many more that we knowed, they all seem'd to be travellers like ourselves, for nither the Canoes they had along with them nor the houses where they were were sufficient to contain the one half of them. We were in all Six of us and after supper began to look out for lodgings. Mr Banks went to one place Dr Solander to a nother, while I and the other three went to a third, we all of us took as much care of the little we had about us as possible knowing very well what sort of people we were among, yet notwithstanding all the care we took before 12 oClock the most of us had lost something or other, for my own part I had my stockings taken from under my head and yet I am certain that I was not a Sleep the whole time, Obarea took charge of Mr Banks's things and yet they were stolen from her as she pretended, Tootaha was acquainted with what had happen'd I believe by Obarea her self and both he and her made some stir about it but this was all meer shew and ended in nothing; a little time after this Tootaha came to the Hutt where I and those with me lay and entertain'd us with a consort of Musick, consisting of three Drums four Flutes and singing, this lasted about an hour and then they retire'd; the Musick and singing was so much of a peice that I was very glad when it was over. We stay'd with them till near noon the next day in hopes of geting some of our things again, and likewise some Hogs but we were at last obliged to come away with the one we had save'd out of the fire last night, and a promise from Tootaha that he would come to the Ship in a Day or two with more and bring with him the things that we had lost, a promise that we had no reason to expect he will fulfill. Thus ended our Viset and we got to the Fort late in the evening.
TUESDAY 30th. We are now very buisy in preparing our Instruments &ca for the Observation and Instructing such Gentlemen in the use of them as I intend to send to other parts to Observe for fear we should fail here.

[image: image]

[JUNE 1769]
THURSDAY 1st June 1769. This day I sent Lieutenant Gore in the Long-boat to York Island16 with Dr Munkhouse and Mr Sporing (a Gentleman belonging to Mr Banks) to observe the Transit of Venus, Mr Green having furnished them with Instruments for that purpose. Mr Banks and some of the Natives of this Island went along with them.
FRIDAY 2nd of June. Very early this morning Lieutnt Hicks, Mr Clerk, Mr Petersgill and Mr Saunders, went away in the Pinnace to the Eastward, with orders to fix upon some convenient situation on this Island17 and there to observe the Transit of Venus – they being likewise provided with Instruments for that purpose.
SATURDAY 3rd. This day prov'd as favourable to our purpose as we could wish, not a Clowd was to be seen the whole day and the Air was perfectly clear, so that we had every advantage we could desire in Observing the whole of the passage of the Planet Venus over the Suns disk: we very distinctly saw an Atmosphere or dusky shade round the body of the Planet which very much disturbed the times of the Contacts particularly the two internal ones.18 Dr Solander observed as well as Mr Green and my self, and we differ'd from one another in observeing the times of the Contacts much more than could be expected. Mr Greens Telescope and mine were of the same Mag[n]ify-ing power but that of the Dr was greater then ours. It was ne[a]rly calm the whole day and the Thermometer expose'd to the Sun about the middle of the Day rose to a degree of heat (119) we have not before met with.
SUNDAY 4thJune. Punished Archd Wolf with two Dozn Lashes for theft, having broken into one of the Store rooms and stolen from thence a large quantity of spike Nails, some few of them were found upon him. This evening the gentlemen that were sent to observe the Transit of Venus returnd with success. Those that were sent to York Island were well received by the Natives; that Island appear'd to them not to be very fruitfull.
MONDAY 5th. Got some of the Bread a Shore out of the Bread room to dry and clean. Yesterday being His Majestys Birth Day we kept it to day, and had several of the Chiefs to dine with us.
TUESDAY 6th. This Day and for some days past we have been inform'd by several of the Natives that about 10 or 15 Months ago, Two Ships touched at this Island and stay'd 10 days in a Harbour to the Eastward calle'd Ohidea, 19 the Commanders name was Toottera so at least they call'd him and that one of the Natives call'd Orette Brother to the Chief of Ohidea went away with him; they likewise say that these Ship[s] brought the Venerial distemper to this Island where it is now as common as in any part of the world and which the people bear with as little concern as if they had been accustomed to it for ages past. We had not been here many days before some of our people got this disease and as no such thing happen'd to any of the Dolphins people while she was here that I ever heard of I had reason (notwithstanding the improbability of the thing) to think that we had brought it along with us which gave me no small uneasiness and did all in my power to prevent its progress, but all I could do was to little purpose for I may safely say that I was not assisted by any one person in ye Ship, and was oblige'd to have the most part of the Ships Compney a Shore every day to work upon the Fort and a Strong guard every night and the Women were so very liberal with their favours, or else Nails, Shirts &ca were temptations that they could not withstand, that this distemper very soon spread it self over the greatest part of the Ships Compney but now I have the satisfaction to find that the Natives all agree that we did not bring it here. However this is little satisfaction to them who must suffer by it in a very great degree and may in time spread it self over all the Islands in the South Seas, to the eternal reproach of those who first brought it among them. I had taken the greatest pains to discover if any of the Ships Company had the disorder upon him for above a month before our arrival here and ordered the Surgeon to examine every man the least suspected who declar'd to me that only one man in the Ship was the least affected with it and his complaint was a carious shin bone; this man has not had connection with one woman in the Island. We have several times seen Iron tools and other articles with these people that we suspected came not from the Dolphin and these they now say they had from these two Ships.
WEDNESDAY 7th, THURSDAY 8th, FRIDAY 9th. These three days we have been employ'd in careening both sides of the Ship and paying them with Pitch and Brimstone, we found her bottom in good order and that the Worm had not got into it.
SATURDAY 10th. Winds Variable with very much Rain all Day and last night.
SUNDAY 11th. Clowdy with rain last night and this Morning the remainder of the day fair weather. This Day Mr Banks and I took Toobouratomita on board the Ship and shew'd him the Print containing the Colours worne by the Ships of different Nations and very soon made him understand that we wanted to know which of them was worne by the Ships that were at Ohidea, he at once pitched upon the Spanish Flag and would by no means admit of any other: this together with several Articles we have lately seen amongest these people Such as Jackets Shirts &ca usually worne by Spanish Seamen, proves beyond doubt that they must have been Ships of that Nation and come from some Port on the Coast of South America.
MONDAY 12th. Yesterday complaint was made to me by some of the Natives that Jno Thurman and Jams Nicholson Seamn had taken by force from them several Bows and Arrows and Plated Hair, and the fact being proved upon them they were this Day punish'd with two Dozn lashes each.
TUESDAY 13th. Some Showers of rain last night, but fair weather the most part of the Day. Tootaha whome we have not seen for some time past paid us a Viset to Day, he brought with him a Hog and some Bread fruit for which he was well paid.
WEDNESDAY 14th. Between 2 and 4 oClock this Morning one of the Natives Stole out of the Fort an Iron rake made use of for the Oven, it happend to be set up againest the wall and by that means was Visible from the outside and had been seen by them in the evening as a Man had been seen lurking about the Fort some hours before the thing was miss'd. I was inform'd by some others of the Natives that he watched an oppertunity when the Centinal back was turn'd and hooked it with a long crooked stick and haled it over the wall; when I came to be inform'd of this theft in the Morning, I resolved to recover it by some means or other and accordingly went and took posession of all the Canoes of any Value I could meet with and brought them into the River behind the Fort to the number of 22, and told the Natives then present (most of them being the owners of the Canoes) that unless the Principal things they had stolen from us were restored, I would burn them every one, not that I ever intend to put this in execution, and yet I was very much displeased with them as they were daily either commiting or attempting to commit one theft or other, when at the same time (contrary to the opinion of every body) I would not suffer them to be fired upon, for this would have been puting it in the power of the Centinals to have fired upon them upon the most sligh[t]est occasions as I had before experienced, and I have a great objection to fireing with powder only amongest people who know not the difference; for by this they would learn to dispise fire arms and think their own arms superior and if ever such an Opinion prevail'd they would certainly attack you the event of which might prove as unfavourable to you as them.

About Noon the rake was restore'd us, when they wanted to have their Canoes again: but now as I had them in my posession I was resolved to try if they would not redeem them by restoring what they had stolen from us before; the principal things which we had lost were the Marine Musquet, a pair of Pistols belonging to Mr Banks, a sword belonging one of the Petty officers and a Water Cask with some other articles not worth mentioning: some said that these things were not in the Island, others that Tootaha had them and those of Tootaha's friends laid the whole to Obarea and I believe the whole was between these two persons.
THURSDAY 15th. We have been employ'd for some days past in overhauling all the Sea provisions, and stowing such as we found in a state of decay to hand in order to be first expended but having the people divided between the Ship and the Shore this work as well as the refiting the Ship goes but slowly on.
FRIDAY 16th and SATURDAY 17th. Variable winds with Showers of rain and Clowdy weather.
SUNDAY 18th. Variable winds and clear weather. This night we observe'd the Moon totally eclipse'd.
MONDAY 19th. Punished James Tunley with 12 lashes for takeing Rum out of the Cask on the quarter deck.
TUESDAY 20th. Got the Powder a Shore to air all of which we found in a bad condition and the Gunner inform's me that it was very little better when it came first on board. Last night Obarea made us a Viset who we have not seen for some time: we were told of her coming and that she would bring with her some of the Stolen things, which we gave credit to because we knew several of them were in her posession, but we were surprised to find this woman put her self wholy in our power and not bring with her one article of what we had lost. The excuse she made was that her gallant, a Man that used to be along with her, did steal them and she had beat him and turn'd him away; but she was so sensible of her own guilt that she was ready to drop down through fear – and yet she had resolution enough to insist upon sleeping in Mr Bank's Tent all night and was with diffucculty prevaild upon to go to her Canoe altho no one took the least notice of her. In the Morning she brought her Canoe with every thing she had to the Gate of the Fort, after which we could not help admireing her for her Courage and the confidence she seem'd to place in us and thought that we could do no less than to receive her into favour and accept the presents she had brought us which Consisted of a Hog a Dog Some Bread fruit & Plantains. We refused to except of the Dog as being an animal we had no use for, at which she seem'd a little surprised and told us that it was very good eating and we very soon had an opportunity to find that it was so, for Mr Banks having bought a basket of fruit in which happend to be the thigh of a Dog ready dress'd, of this several of us twisted and found that it was meat not to be dispise'd and therefore took Obarea's dog and had him immidiatly dress'd by some of the Natives in the following manner. They first made a hole in the ground about a foot deep in which they made a fire and heated some small Stones, while this was doing the Dog was Strangle'd and the hair got off by laying him frequently upon the fire, and as clean as if it had been scalded off with hot water, his intrails were taken out and the whole washed clean, and as soon as the stones and hole was sufficiently heated, the fire was put out, and part of the Stones were left in the bottom of the hole, upon these stones were laid Green leaves and upon them the Dog together with the entrails. These were likwise cover'd with leaves and over them hot stones, and then the whole was close cover'd with mould: after he had laid here about 4 hours, the Oven (for so I must call it) was open'd and the Dog taken out whole and well done, and it was the opinion of every one who taisted of it that they Never eat sweeter meat, we therefore resolved for the future not to despise Dogs flesh. It is in this manner that the Natives dress, or Bake all their Victuals that require it, Flesh, Fish and fruit.

I now gave over all thought of recovering any of the things the natives had stolen from us and therefore intend to give them up their Canoes when ever they apply for them.
WEDNESDAY 21st. Empd drying the Powder geting on board Wood, Water &ca. Confin'd Robt Anderson seaman for refuseing to obey the orders of the Mate when at work in the hold. This morning a Chief whose name is Oamo, and one we had not seen before, came to the Fort, there came with him a Boy about 7 years of Age and a young Woman about 18 or 20; at the time of their Coming Obarea and several others were in the Fort, they went out to meet them, having first uncover'd their heads and bodies as low as their waists and the same thing was done by all those that were on the out side of the Fort; as we looked upon this as a ceremonial Respect and had not seen it paid to any one before we thought that this Oamo must be some extraordinary person, and wonder'd to see so little notice taken of him after the Ceremony was over. The young Woman that came along with him Could not be prevaild upon to come into the Fort and the Boy was carried upon a Mans Back, altho he was as able to walk as the Man who carried him. This lead us to inquire who they were and we was inform'd that the Boy was Heir apparent to the Sovereignty of the Island and the young woman was his sister and as such the respect was paid them, 20 which was due to no one else except the Arreedehi which was not Tootaha from what we could learn, but some other person who we had not seen, or like to do, for they say that he is no friend of ours and therefore will not come near us. The young Boy above mention'd is Son to Oamo by Obarea, but Oamo and Obarea did not at this time live together as man and wife he not being able to endure with her troublesome disposission. I mention this because it shews that separation in the Marrige state is not unknown to this people.
THURSDAY 22nd. This morning I released Robt Anderson from confinement at the intercession of the Master and a promise of behaving better for the futher.
FRIDAY 23rd. This morning Manuel Ferrara Seaman a Portugese was missing, and I had some reason to think that he was gone with an intent to stay here. It was not long before I was inform'd that he was at Apparra with Tootaha, the man who gave us this information was one of Tootahas Servants, he was offer'd a Hatchet if he would go to Apparra and bring him to us. This was no doubt the very thing he came for, for he immidiately set out and return'd with the man in the evening; the man in his own difence said, that as he was going to the boat in order to go on board last night, he was taken away by force by 3 men, put into a Canoe and carried to Apparra; upon enquiry I found it to be so and that Tootaha wold have kept him had he not been perswaided to the Contrary or perhaps he thought the ax of more value then the man.
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[For six days, 26 June-1 July, Cook and Banks made a circuit of the island, on foot where possible, otherwise being rowed in the pinnace. They were impressed by the sacred sites, or marae, which Cook described in detail, particularly the great marae at Mahaiatea, in the south-west, a stepped pyramid of stone and coral built by Amo and Purea in 1766–8.]

[JULY 1769]

Upon my return to the Ship I found that the Provisions had been all examin'd & the Water got on bd amounting to 65 Tuns, I now determin'd to get every thing off from the Shore & leave the Place as soon as Possible, the geting the several Articles on board & Scraping & Paying the Ships Sides took us up the whole of the following week without anything remarkable happening until
SUNDAY 9th. When sometime in the Middle Watch Clement Webb & Sam1 Gibson both Marines & young Men found means to get away from the Fort (which was now no hard matter to do) & in the morning were not to be found, as it was known to every body that all hands were to go on board on the monday morning & that the ship would sail in a day or 2, there was reason to think that these 2 Men intended to stay behind, However I was willing to wait one day to see if they would return before I took any steps to find them.
MONDAY 10th. The 2 Marines not returning this morning I began to enquire after them & was inform'd by some of the Natives that they were gone to the Mountains & that they had got each of them a Wife & would not return, but at the same time no one would give us any Certain intelligence where they were, upon which a resolution was taken to seize upon as many of the Chiefs as we could, this was thought to be the readiest method to induce the other natives to produce the two men. We had in our Custody Obarea, Toobouratomita, and two other Chiefs but as I know'd that Tootaha would have more weight with the Natives then all these put together, I dispatch'd Lieutt Hicks away in the Pinnace to the place where Tootaha was to endeavour to decoy him into the boat and bring him on board which Mr Hicks perform'd without the least disturbance. We had no sooner taken the other Chiefs into Custody in Mr Banks's Tent than they became as desireous of having the men brought back as they were before of keeping them, and only desire'd that one of our people might be sent with some of theirs for them; accordingly I sent a Petty Officer21 and the Corporal of Marines with three or four of their people not doubting but what they would return with the two Men in the evening, but, they not coming so soon as I expected I took all the Chiefs on board the Ship for greater safety. About 9 oClock in the evening Web the Marine was brought in by some of the Natives and sent on board, he inform'd me that the Petty officer & the Corporal that had been sent in quest of them were disarm'd and seiz'd upon by the Natives and that Gibson was with them. Immidiatly upon geting this information I dispatch'd Mr Hicks away in the Long boat with a Strong party of men to resque them but before he went, Tootaha and the other Chiefs was made to understand that they must send some of their people with Mr Hicks to shew him the place where our men were, and at the same time to send orders for their immidiate releasement for if any harm came to these men they, the Chiefs, would suffer for it, and I believe at this time they wished as much to see the Men return in safty as I did, for the guides conducted Mr Hicks to the place before daylight and he recover'd the men without the least opposission and return'd with them about 7 oClock in the Morning of
TUESDAY 11th. I then told the Chiefs that there remaind nothing more to be done to regain their liberty but to deliver up the Arms the people had taken from the petty Officer and Corporal and these were brought on board in less then half an hour and then I sent them all a Shore, they made but a short stay with our people there before they went away and most of the Natives with them but they first wanted to have given us four Hogs, these we refus'd to accept as they would take no thing for them. Thus we are likly to leave these people in disgust with our behavour towards them, owing wholy to the folly of two of our own people for it doth not appear that the natives had any hand in inticeing them away and therefore were not the first agressors, however it is very certain that had we not taken this step we never should have recover'd them.

The Petty officer whom I sent in quest of the deserters told me that the Natives would give him no intellingence where they were nor those that went along with him, but on the contrary grew very troblesome and as they were returning in the evening they were suddenly Siezed upon by a number of arm'd men that had hid themselves in the woods for that purpose; this was after Tootaha had been seized upon by us so that they did this by way of retaliation in order to recover their Chief, but this method did not meet with the approbation of them all, a great many condem'd these proceedings and were for having them set at liberty, while others were for keeping them untill Tootaha was relase'd. The desputes went so far that they came from words to blowes and our people were several times very near being set at liberty but at last the party for keeping them prevail'd; but as they had still some freinds no insult was offer'd them; a little while after they brought Web and Gibson the two deserters to them as prisoners likwise but at last they agree'd that Web should be sent to inform us where the others were.

When I came to examine these two men touching the reasons that induce'd them to go away, it appear'd that an acquentence they had contracted with two Girls and to whome they had stron[g]ly attache'd themselves was the sole reason of their attempting to Stay behind.

Yesterday we weigh'd the small bower Anchor the Stock of which was so much eaten by the worms as to break in heaving up and to day we hove up the best bower and found the Stock in the very same Condition. This day we got every thing off from the shore and to night every body lays on board.
WEDNESDAY 12th. The Carpenters Empd Stocking the Anchors and the Seamen in geting the Ship ready for sea; this morning we found the Staves of the Cask the Natives stole from us some time ago laying at the watering place, but they had been sencible enough to keep the Iron Hoops and only return what to them was of no use.
THURSDAY 13th. Winds Easterly a light breeze. This morning we was viseted by Obarea and several others of our acquaintances, a thing we did not expect after what had happend but two days ago; but this was in some measure owing to Mr Banks Dr Solander and my self going to Apparra last night where we so far convinced them of our friendly disposission that several of them were in tears at our comeing away. Between a 11 and 12 oClock we got under sail and took our final leave of this people after a stay of just Three Month, the most part of which time we have been upon good terms with them: some few differences have now and than happen'd, owing partly to the want of rightly understanding one another and partly to their natural thievish disposission which we could not at all times, neither bear with or guard against, but these have been attended with no ill concequences to either side except the first in which one of them was kill'd, and this I was very sorry for because from what had happen'd to them by the Dolphin I thought it would have been no hard matter to have got and kept a footing with them without bloodshed. For some time before we left this Island several of the natives were daily offering themselves to go away with us, and as it was thought that they must be of use to us in our future discoveries, we resolved to bring away one whose name is Tupia, a Cheif and a Priest: This man had been with us the most part of the time we had been upon the Island which gave us an oppertunity to know some thing of him: we found him to be a very intelligent person and to know more of the Geography of the Islands situated in these seas, their produce and the religion laws and customs of the inhabitants then any one we had met with and was the likeliest person to answer our purpose; for these reasons and at the request of Mr Banks I received him on board together with a you[n]g boy his servant.
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[Cook now gives a long and detailed ‘Description of King Georges Island’ or Otaheite, its topography, climate, flora and fauna, the physical characteristics of its people, their customs, religion, political and class system, dwellings, canoes etc. He gives a close account of tattooing, and of the way cloth is made from bark. He is disturbed and perplexed by the sect of arioi, who practised infanticide, and whose young women performed ‘a very indecent dance’.]

REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES AT SEA

FRIDAY July 14th. Gentle breezes at NE and clear weather. I have before made mention of our departure from Royal Bay on the preceeding fore-noon, and like wise that I had determined to run down to Haheine and Ulitetea22 before we stood to the southward, but haveing discover'd from the Hills of Georges Island an Island laying to the Northward, we first stood that way to take a nearer View of it (this Island is call'd Tethuroa) it lies N½W distant 8 Leagues from point Venus and is a small low uninhabited Island frequented by the people of Georges Island for fish with which it is said to abound. At 6 AM the Westermost part of York Island Bore SE½S and the body of Georges Island E½S. Punished the two Marines, who attempted to desert from us at Georges Island, with 2 Dozn lashes each and then released them from confinement. At Noon the body of York Island bore EBS½S, Royal Bay s 70°45' E distant 61 Miles and an Island which we took to be Saunders Island discover'd by Capt. Wallice (call'd by the Natives Tapoamanau) bore ssw. Latde Obd 17°9' South. Saw land bearing NW½W which Tupia calls the Island of Huaheine.
SATURDAY 15th. Light Airs and Variable between the North and wsw, clear weather. At 6 pm York Island bore SE and Huaheine WNW and at 7 am it bore West. Latd observ'd at Noon 16°50' South. Royal Bay S 37°30' E Distant 22 leagues.
SUNDAY 16th. Winds at South and SSE a gentle breeze with some few showers of rain. At 6 PM the Island of Huaheine W½S Dist 7 or 8 Leagues. At 8 AM being close in with the NW part of the Island sounded but had no ground with 80 fathoms, some of the Natives came off to the Ship but they were very shy of coming near untill they discover'd Tupia, but after that they came on board without hesitation, among those who came was the King of the Island whose Name is Oree he had not been long on board before he and I exchange'd Names and we afterwards address'd each other accordingly. At Noon the North end of the Island bore SBE ½E dist half a league Latd Obserd 16°40' S. Three other Islands in sight viz. Ulitea, Otaha, and Bolabola, so call'd by the Natives.23
MONDAY 17th. Winds Southerly fine pleasent weather. At 3 PM Anchor'd in a small Harbour on the West side of the Island (call'd by the Native [s] Owharhe) in 18 fathom water clear ground and secure from all winds; soon after I went a Shore, accompined by Mr Banks, Dr Solander and Dr Munkhouse, Tupia, the King of the Island and some other of the Natives who had been on board since the morning. The moment we landed Tupia striped him self as low as his waist and disired Mr Munkhouse to do the same, he then sat down before a great number of the natives that were collected together in a large Shade or house, the rest of us by his own desire standing behind; he then begun a long speach or prayer which lasted near a ¼ of an hour and in the Course of this speach presented to the people two handkerchiefs, a black silk neckcloth, some beads and two very small bunches of feathers, these things he had before provided for this purpose, at the same time two Chiefs spoke on the other side in answer to Tupia as I suppose in behalf of the people and presented us with some young Plantain Plants and two small bunches of feathers. These were by Tupia order'd to be carried on board the Ship, after the Peace was thus concluded and ratified every one was at liberty to go where he pleased and the first thing Tupia did was to go and pay his oblations at one of the Maries. This seem'd to be a common ceremony with this people and I suppose always perform'd upon landing on each others Territories in a peaceable manner; it farther appear'd that the things which Tupia gave away was for the God of this people as they gave us a Hog and some Cocoa-nuts for our God, and thus they have certainly drawn us in to commit sacrilege for the Hog hath already received sentence of death and is to be dissected to morrow.

AM. I set about surveying the Island and Dr Munkhouse with some hands went a shore to trade with the Natives, while the Long-boat was employ'd compleating our water.
TUESDAY 18th. Gentle breezes at s and SSW clear weather. The trading party had no success today, the Natives pretend that they have not had time to collect their provisions from the different parts of the Island, but that on the morrow we should have some and as I had not seen so much of the Island as I disired I resolved to stay one day longer to see if any thing was to be got.
WEDNESDAY 19th. PM Variable light airs and clear weather, the trading party had better Success to day then yesterday. AM A Gentle breeze at SE. As it was known to the natives that we intended to sail to day, Oree the Chief and several more came on board to take their leave of us, to the chief was given a small plate on which was stamp'd the following Inscription viz. His Britannick Maj. Ship Endeavour, Lieut Cook Commander 16th July 1769. Huaheine. This was accompanied with some Medals or Counters of the English coine struck 1761 together with some other presents, all these but more particularly the plate the Chief promised never to part with; this we thought would prove as lasting a Testimony of our having first discover'd this Island as any we could leave behind. After this was done they were dismiss'd and w[e] begun to prepare to leave the place but as that falls out on the following day I shall conclude this with a discription of the Island, which is situated in the Latitude of 16°43's and Longitude 150°52' West from Greenwich and North 58° West distant 31 Leagues from King Georges Island or Otaheite. It is about 7 Leagues in compass and of a Hilly and uneven surface; it hath a safe and commodious Harbour which lies on the west side under the northermost high land and within the north end of the reef which lays along that side of the Island; into this Harbour are two inlets or openings in the reef about 1½ Mile from each other, the southermost is the broadest on the s side of which is a very small sandy Island. This Harbour is called by the natives Ohwarhe.

The produce of this Island is in all respects the same as King Georges Island and the manners and customs of the inhabitants much the same only that they are not addicted to stealing and with respect to Colour they are rather fairer than the natives of Georges Island and the whole more uniformly of one Colour.
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[Cook now sailed to Raiatea, taking possession of it in the same manner, and from that base explored further the group of islands which he then named the Society Islands ‘as they lay contiguous to one another’. On 9 August he set out for the south ‘in search of the Continent’ (pausing at Hita-roa or Rurutu). John Reading, the boastswain's mate, died of drink on the 28th. At the beginning of September, in latitude 40°s, they ran into violent storms, and having found no land Cook turned north and then west. At the beginning of October the presence of birds, seals and seaweed suggested they might be near land. They were in fact approaching the east coast of New Zealand's North Island.]

[OCTOBER 1769]

SATURDAY 7th. Winds NE, SE, Varble. Courses N 70° Wt. Distce sail'd [in] miles 41. Latd in South 38°57'. Longd in West 177°54'. Gentle breezes and settled weather. At 2 PM saw land from the mast head bearing WBN, which we stood directly for, and could but just see it of the deck at sun set. Variation pr Az. and Ampd 15°4½ East. By observations of the Sun and Moon made this afternoon the Longitude of the Ship is 180°55' w: by the mean of these and subsequent observations the error of the Ships accou[n]t in Longd from Georges Island is 3°16', that is the Ship is so much to the Westward of the Longde resulting from the Log which is what is insert'd [in] the columns. At midnight brought too and sounded but had no ground with 170 fath: at day light made sail in for the land. At Noon it bore from sw to NWBN distant 8 Leagues. Latitude Observed 38°57' s.
SUNDAY 8th. Gentle breezes between the ENE and north, clear weather. At 5 PM seeing the opening of a Bay that appear'd to run pretty far inland, hauled our wind and stood in for it, but as soon as night came on we kept plying on and off untill day light when we found our selves to Leeward of the Bay the wind being at north. By noon we fetched in with the sw point, but not being able to weather it we tacked and stood off. We saw in the Bay several Canoes, People upon the shore and some houses in the Country. The land on the Sea-Coast is high with white steep clifts and back inland are very high mountains, the face of the Country is of a hilly surface and appeares to be cloathed with wood and Verdure.
MONDAY 9th. Gentle breezes and clear weather. PM stood into the Bay and anchored on the NE side before the entrance of a small river in 10 fathom water a fine sandy bottom; the NE point of the Bay bore EBS½S and the sw point south, distant from the shore half a League. After this I went ashore with a party of men in the Pinnace and yawl accompaned by Mr Banks and Dr Solander, we land[ed] abreast of the Ship and on the east side of the river just mentioned, but seeing some of the natives on the other side of the river whome I was desirous of speaking with and finding that we could not ford the river, I order'd the yawl in to carry us over and the Pinnace to lay at the entrance. In the mean time the Indians made off; however we went as far as their hutts which lay about 2 or 3 hundred yards from the water side leaving four boys to take care of the yawl, which we had no sooner left than four men came out of the woods on the other side the river and would certainly have cut her off, had not the people in the pinnace discover'd them and called to her to drop down the stream which they did being closely pursued by the Indians; the Coxswain of the pinnace who had the charge of the Boats, seeing this fire'd two musquets over their heads, the first made them stop and look round them, but the 2d they took no notice of upon which a third was fired and killed one of them upon the spot just as he was going to dart his spear at the boat; at this the other three stood motionless for a minute or two, seemingly quite surprised wondering no doubt what it was that had thus killed their commorade: but as soon as they recover'd themselves they made off draging the dead body a little way and then left it. Upon our hearing the report of the Musquets we immidiatly repair'd to the boats and after viewing the dead body we return'd on board. In the morning seeing a good number of the natives at the same place where we saw them last night, I went a shore with the boats man'd and arm'd and landed on the opposite side of the river: Mr Banks Dr Solander and my self at first only landed and went to the side of the river, the natives being got together on the opposite side. We call'd to them in the George Island Language, but they answered us by florishing their weapons over their heads and danceing, as we supposed the war dance; upon this we retired untill the marines were landed which I order'd to be drawn up about two hundred yards behind us. We then went again to the river side having Tupia Mr Green and Dr Munkhouse along with us. Tupia spoke to them in his own language and it was an [a]greeable surprise to us to find that they perfectly understood him. After some little conversation had pass'd one of them swam over to us and after him 20 or 30 more, these last brought their arms with them which the first man did not, we made them every one presents but this did not satisfy them they wanted but every thing we had about us particularly our arms, and made several attempts to snatch them out of our hands. Tupia told us several times as soon as they came over to take care of our selves for they were not our friends, and this we very soon found for one of them snatched Mr Greens Hanger from him and would not give it up, this incourage'd the rest to be more insolent and seeing others comeing over to join them I order'd the man who had taken the hanger to be fired at, which was accordingly done and wounded in such a manner that he died soon after; upon the first fire, which was only two musquets, the others retire'd to a rock which lay nearly in the middle of the river, but upon seeing the man fall they return'd probably to carry him off or his arms, the last of which they accomplished and this we could not prevent unless we had run our Bayonets into them, for upon their returning from off the rock we had discharg'd of our peices which were load[ed] with small shott and wound'd three more, but these got over the river and where carried off by the others who now thought proper to retire.24

Finding that nothing was to be done with the people on this side and the water in the river being salt I embarked with an intent to row round the head of the Bay in search of fresh water, and if possible to surprise some of the natives and to take them on board and by good treatment and presents endeavour to gain their friendship; with this View on
TUESDAY 10th. PM I rowed round the head of the Bay but could find no place to land, on account of the great surff which beat every where upon the shore; seeing two boats or Canoes coming in from Sea, I rowed to one of them in order to seize upon the people and came so near before they took notice of us that Tupia called to them to come along side and we would not hurt them, but instead of doing this they endeavoured to get away, upon which I order'd a Musquet to be fire'd over their heads thinking that this would either make them surrender or jump over board, but here I was misstaken for they immidiatly took to thier arms or whatever they had in the boat and began to attack us, this obliged us to fire upon them and unfortunatly either two or three were kill'd, and one wounded, and three jumped over board, these last we took up and brought on board, where they were clothed and treated with all imaginable kindness and to the surprise of every body became at once as cheerful and as merry as if they had been with their own friends; they were all three young, the eldest not above 20 years of age and the youngest about 10 or 12.

I am aware that most humane men who have not experienced things of this nature will cencure my conduct in fireing upon the people in this boat nor do I my self think that the reason I had for seizing upon her will att all justify me, and had I thought that they would have made the least resistance I would not have come near them, but as they did I was not to stand still and suffer either my self or those that were with me to be knocked on the head.25

In the morning as I intended to put our three prisioners a shore and stay here the day to see what effect it might have upon the other natives, I sent an Officer aShore with the marines and a party of men to cut wood, and soon after followed my self accompaned by Mr Banks Dr Soland[er] and Tupia, takeing the three natives along with us whome we landed on the west side of the river before mentioned; they were very unwilling to leave us pretending that they should fall into the hands of their enimies who would kill and eat them; however they at last of their own accords left us and hid themselves in some bushes. Soon after this we discover'd several bodies of the Natives marching towards us, upon which we retire'd a Cross the River and join'd the wooders and with us came the three natives we had just parted with, for we could not prevail upon them to go to their own people. We had no sooner got over the river than the others assembled on the other side to the number of 150 or 200 all arm'd. Tupia now began to parly with them and the three we had with us shew'd every thing we had given them, part of which they laid and left upon the body of the man that was killed the day before, these things seemed so far to convince them of our friendly intentions that one man came over to us while all the others set down upon the sand: we every one made this man a present and the three natives that were with us likewise presented him with such things as they had got from us, with which after a short stay he retired a cross the river. I now thought proper to take every body on board to prevent any more quarrels and with us came the three natives, whome we could not prevail upon to stay behind and this appear'd the more strange as the Man who came over to us was uncle to one of them. After we had return'd on board we saw them carry off the dead man but the one that was kill'd the first evening we landed remaind in the very spot they had left him.
WEDNESDAY 11th. In the PM as I intended to sail in the morning we put the three youths ashore seemingly very much againest their inclination, but whether this was owing to a desire they had to remain with us or the fear of falling into the hands of their eminies as they pretended I know not; the latter however seem'd to be ill founded for we saw them carried aCross the river in a Catamaran and walk leasurely off with the other natives.

At 6 AM we weigh'd and stood out of the Bay which I have named Poverty Bay because it afforded us no one thing we wanted (Latde 38°42' s. Longde 181°36' w) it is in the form of a Horse shoe and is known by an Isld lying close und[er] the NE point, the two points which forms the entrance are high with steep white clifts and lay a league and a half or two leagues from each other NEBE and SWBW….

The shore of this bay from a little within each entrance is a low flat sand but this is only a narrow slip, for the face of the Country appears with a variety of hills and vallies all cloathed with woods and Verdure and to all appearence well inhabeted especialy in the Values leading up from the bay where we dayly saw smooks at a great distance in land, and far back in the Country are very high mountains. At Noon the sw Point of Poverty Bay (which I have named Young Nicks head after the boy who first saw this land) 26 bore NBW distant 3 or 4 Leagues, being at this time about 3 Miles from the shore and had 25 fathom, the Main land extending from NEBN to South. My intention is to fowlow the direction of the Coast to the Southward as far as the Latitude of 40° or 41° and then to return to the northward in case we meet with nothing to incourage us to proceed farther.
THURSDAY 12th. Gentle breezes at NW and north with frequent calms. In the afternoon while we lay becalm'd several Canoes came off to the Ship but kept at a distance untill one who appear'd to come from a different part came off and put along side at once and after her all the rest. The people in this boat had heard of the treatment those had met we had had on board before and therefore came on board without hesitation. They were all kindly treated and very soon enter'd into a traffick with our people for George Island Cloth &ca giving in exchange their paddles (having little else to dispose of) and hardly left themselves a Sufficient number to paddle a shore, nay the People in one Canoe after disposing of the Paddles offer'd to sell the Canoe. After a stay of about two hours they went away, but by some means or a nother three were left on board and not one boat would put back to take them in and what was more surprising those on board did not seem attall uneasy with their situation. In the evening a light breeze springing up at NW we steer'd along shore under an easy sail until midnight, then brought too, soon after it fell calm and continued so untill 8 oClock AM when a breeze sprung up at north with which we stood along shore ssw. At and after sun rise found the Variation to be 14°46' East. About this time two Canoes came off to the ship one of which was prevaild upon to come along side to take in the three people we had had on board all night who now seem'd glad of the oppertunity to get a shore; as the people in the Canoe were a little shy at first it was observed that one arguement those on board made use on to intice the others along side was in telling them that we did not eat men, from which it should seem that these people have such a Custom among them. At the time we made sail we were a breast of the point of land set yesterday at Noon from which the land trends SSW. This point I have named Cape Table on account of its shape and figure, it lies 7 Leagues to the Southward of Poverty Bay…. At Noon Cape Table bore N 20° East distant 4 Leagues, and a small Island (being the Southermost land in sight) bore South 70°W distant 3 Miles: this Island I have named Isle of Portland on account of its very great resemblance to Portland in the English Channell….

We saw a great number of the Natives assembled together on the Isle of Portland, we likewise saw some on the Main land and several places that were cultivated and laid out in square plantations.
FRIDAY 13th. At 1 PM we discoverd land behind or to the Westward of Portland extending to the Southward as far as we could see. In hauling round the south end of Portland we fell into shoal water and broken ground which we however soon got clear of: at this time four Canoes came off to us full of people and kept for some time under our stern threating of us all the while. As I did not know but what I might be obliged to send our boats a head to sound I thought these gentry would be as well out of the way, I order'd a musquet shott to be fired close to one of them, but this they took not the least notice of; a four pounder was then fired a little wide of them, at this they began to shake thier spears and Paddles at us, but notwithstanding this they thought fit to retire….

The land near the shore is of a moderate height with white clifts and sandy beaches – inland are several pretty high mountains and the whole face of the country appears with a very hilly surface and for the most part covered with wood and hath all the appearences of a very pleasent and fertile country.

SATURDAY 14th. PM had gentle breezes between the NE and NW. Kept runing down along shore at the distance of two or 3 Miles off, our soundings was from 20 to 13 fathom an even sandy bottom. We saw some canoes or boats in shore and several houses upon the land, but no harbour or convenient watering place, the main thing we were looking for. In the night had little wind and sometimes Calm with dirty rainy weather. AM had Variable light airs next to a Calm and fair weather. In the Morning being not above two Leagues from the sw Cod of the great Bay we have been in for these 2 days past, the Pinnace and Long boat were hoisted out in order to search for fresh water; but just as they were ready to put off we observe'd several Boats full of People coming off from the shore and for that reason I did not think it prudent to send our own from the Ship; the first that came were five in number, in them were between 80 and 90 Men. Every method was tried to gain their friend Ship and several things were thrown over board to them, but all we could do was to no purpose neither would they except of any one thing from us but seem'd fully bent on attacking us; in order to prevent this and our being obliged to fire upon them I order'd a 4 pounder load[ed] with Grape to be fire'd a little wide of them, leting them know at the same time by means of Tupia what we were going to do; this had the desired effect and not one of these would afterwards trust themselves abreast of the Ship. Soon after four more came off, one of these put what arms they had into a nother boat and then came along side so near as to take what things we gave them, and I believe might have been prevaild upon to come on board had not some of the first 5 come up under our stern and begun again to t[h]reaten us at which the people in this one boat seem'd displeased, emmidiatly after this they all went a Shore. At Noon Lat. In per Observation 39°37' s. Portland bore by our run from it EBN Dist. 14 Leagues, the southermost land in sight and which is the south point of the Bay SEBS, distant 4 or 5 Leagues, and a bluff head lying in the sw Cod of the Bay, SBW 2 or 3 Miles…. Inland are a chain of pretty high mountains extending N and s, on the sumets and sides of these mountains were many patches of snow, but between them and the Sea the land is Cloathed with wood.

SUNDAY 15th. PM Stood over for the Southermost land or South point of the Bay, having a light breeze at NE, our soundings from 12 to 8 fathom; not reaching this point before dark, we stood off an [d] on all night, having Variable light airs next to a Calm, depth of water from 8 to 7 fathom. Variation 14° 10' E. At 8 AM being a breast of the sw Point of the Bay, some fishing boats came off to us and sold us some stinking fish, however it was such as the[y] had and we were glad to enter into traffick with them upon any terms. These people behaved at first very well untill a large arm'd boat wherein were 22 Men, came along side. We soon saw that this boat had nothing for traffic, yet as they came boldly along side we gave them two or three peices of Cloth, articles they seem the most fond off; One man in this boat had on him a black skin something like a bear skin which I was desireous of having that I might be a better judge what sort of an Animal the first owner was. I offer'd him for it a peice of Red Cloth which he seem'd to jump at by emmidiatly puting of the Skin and holding it up to us, but would not part with it untill he had the Cloth in his possession, and after that not attall but put of the boat and went away and with them all the rest, but in a very short time they return'd again and one of the fishing boat came along side and offer'd us some more fish, the Indian Boy Tiata, Tupia's servent being over the side, they seized hold of him, pulld him into the boat and endeavourd to carry him off, this obliged us to fire upon them which gave the Boy an oppertunity to jump over board and we brought the Ship too, lower'd a boat into the Water and took him up unhurt. Two or Three paid for this daring attempt with the loss of their lives and many more would have suffered had it [not] been for fear of killing the boy. This affair occation'd my giveing this point of Land the name of Cape Kidnappers: it is remarkable on account of two white rocks in form of Hay Stacks standing very near it: on each side of the Cape are tollerable high white steep clifts. Latd 39°43' s, Longd. 182°24' w. It lies South w B West distant 13 Leagues from the Isle of Portland, between them is a large Bay wherein we have been for these 3 Days past; this Bay I have name'd Hawke's Bay in honour of Sr Edward first Lord of the Admiralty; we found in it from 24 to 8 and 7 fathom every where good Anchoring.
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TUESDAY 17th. PM Winds at West a fresh breeze in the night, Variable light Airs and Calm, AM a gentle breeze between the NW and NE. Seeing no likelyhood of meeting with a harbour and the face of the Country Vissibly altering for the worse I thought that the standing farther to the South would not be attended with any Valuable discovery, but would be loosing of time which might be better employ'd and with a greater probabillity of Success in examining the Coast to the Northward; with this View at 1 PM we tacked and stood to the Northward having the wind at west a fresh breeze, at this time we could see the land extending SWBS at least 10 or 12 Leagues.

The Bluff head or high point of land we were abreast off at noon, I have calld Cape Turnagain because here we returnd, it lies in the Latitude of 40°34' s, Longitude 182°56' West and 18 Leagues ssw and SSW½W from Cape Kidnappers.
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[The Endeavour headed north again, and off the Isle of Portland a canoe came alongside, and the five men in her came aboard, showing no fear, and ‘insisted upon staying with us the whole night’. They were sent ashore near Table Cape, and the ship continued north, passing the original landfall of Young Nick's Head.]
FRIDAY 20th. PM A fresh breeze at ssw, in the night Variable light breezes with rain; AM a fresh breeze at SW. At 3 PM pass'd by a remarkable head Land which I call'd Gable-end Foreland on account of the very great reseblence the white clift at the very point hath to the Gable end of a house, it is made still more remarkable by a spire'd rock standing a little distance from it. This head land lies from Cape Table N 24° East distant 12 Leagues, between them the Shore forms a Bay wherein lies Poverty Bay, 4 Leagues from the former and 8 Leagues from the latter. From Gable end Forland the land trends NBE as far as we could see: the land from Poverty Bay to this place is of a moderate but very unequal height distinguished by hills and Vallies that are cover'd with woods. We saw as we run along shore several Villages cultivated lands and some of the Natives, in the evening some Canoes came off to the Ship and one man came on board to whome we gave a few trifles and then sent him away. Stood off and on untill day light then made sail in shore in order to look into two Bays that appear'd to our View about 2 Leagues to the northward of the Foreland; the southermost we could not fetch, but in the other we anchor'd about 11 oClock in 7 fathom water a black sandy bottom; the North point bore NE½N distant 2 Miles and the s point SEBE distt 1 Mile and about ¾ of a Mile from the Shore. This Bay is not so much shilterd from the sea as I at first thought it was, but as the Natives many of whome come about us in thier canoes, appear'd to be of a friendly disposission I was willing to try if we could not get a little water on board and to see a little into the nature of the Country before we proceed'd farther to the northward.
SATURDAY 21st. We had no sooner come to an Anchor as mentioned above, than preceiving two old men in the Canoes, who from their garbe appear'd to be chiefs, these I invited on board and they came without hesitation. To each I gave about 4 yards of Linnen and a Spike nail, the linnen they were very fond of, but the nails they seem'd to set no Value upon. Tupia explained to them the reasons of our comeing here and that we should neither hurt nor molest them if they did but behave in the same peaceable manner to us, indeed we were under very little apprehension but what they would as they had heard of what happend in Poverty bay.

Between 1 and 2 PM I put off with the Boats man'd and Arm'd in order to land to look for fresh water, having these 2 Men along with us, but the surf runing very high and it begun to blow and rain at the same time, I return'd back to the Ship having first put the 2 Chiefs into one of their Canoes. In the Evening it fell Moderate and we landed and found 2 small streams of fresh water and the natives to all appearences very friendly and peaceable, on which account I resolved to stay one day at least to fill a little water and to give Mr Banks an oppertunity to Collect a little of the produce of the Country. In the Morning Lieutt Gore went ashore to superintend the watering with a strong party of men, but the geting the Casks off was so very difficult on account of the surff, that it was near noon before one turn came on board.
SUNDAY 22nd. PM Light breezes and Clowdy. About or a little after noon several of the natives came off to the Ship in their Canoes and began to traffic with us, our people giving them Georges Island Cloth for theirs, for they had little else to dispose of. This kind of exchange they seemd at first very fond of and prefer'd the Cloth we had got at the Islands to English Cloth, but it fell in its Value above 500 per cent before night. I had some of them on board and shewed them the Ship with which they were well pleased.

The same friendly disposission was observe'd by those on Shore and upon the whole they behaved as well or better than one could expect, But as the geting the Water from the shore proved so very tedious on account of the surf, I resolved upon leaving this place in the morning and Accordingly at 5 AM we weigh'd and put to Sea….
MONDAY 23rd. PM fresh gales at North and Clowdy weather. At 1 Tacked and stood in shore, at 6 sounded and had 56 fath. a fine sandy bottom, the Bay of Tegadoo bore SW½W distant 4 Leagues. At 8 Tacked in 36 fathom being then about two Leagues from land. Stood off and on all night having gentle breezes. At 8 AM being right before the Bay of Tegadoo and about a League from it, some of the natives came off to us, and inform'd us that in a Bay a little to the southward (being the same that we could not fetch the day we put into Tegadoo) was fresh water and easy geting at it, and as the wind was now against us and we got nothing by beating to windward, I thought the time would be better spent in this Bay in geting on board a little water and forming some connections with the natives than by keeping the sea. With this View we bore up for it and sent two Boats in Man'd and Arm'd to examine the watering place who returnd about noon and conform'd the accot the Natives had given. We then anchord in 11 fathom water a fine sandy bottom – the North point of the Bay NBE and the south point SE and the watering place which was in a small Cove a little within the South pt of the bay SBE distant 1 Mile.
TUESDAY 24th. Winds Westerly and fine weather. This afternoon, as soon as the Ship was moor'd, I went ashore to examine the Watering place, accompan'd by Mr Banks and Dr Solander. I found the water good and the place pretty convenient, and plenty of Wood close to high water mark and the natives to all appearence not only very friendly, but ready to traffic with us for what little they had. Early in the Morning I sent Lieutenant Gore a Shore to superintend the Cuting Wood and filling of Water with a Sufficient number of men for both purposes and all the Marines as a guard; after breakfast I went my self and remain'd there the whole day, but before this Mr Green and I took several observations of the Sun and Moon, the mean result of them gave 180°47' West Longd. from the Meridian of Greenwich but as all the obserns made before exceeded these I have laid down this coast agreeable to the mean of the whole. At Noon I took the Suns Meridian Altd with the Astro1 Quadt and found the Latitude to be 38°22'24” S.
WEDNESDAY 25th. Winds and weather as yesterday. PM set up the Armourer's Forge to repair the Tiller braces, they being broke; by night we had got on board 12 Ton of water and two or three boat loads of wood, and this I looked upon to be a good days work. The natives gave us not the least disturbance, but brought us now and then different sorts of fish, both to the Ship and watering place which we purchased of them with Cloth beeds &ca.
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SATURDAY 28th. Gentle breezes southerly and fine weather. Employ'd Wooding, cuting of Broom stuff and making of Brooms, there being a shrub here very fit for that purpose: and as I intendd to sail in the morning some hands were employ'd picking of Sellery to take to sea with us, this is found here in great plenty and I have caused it to be boild with Portable Soup and Oatmeal every morning for the Peoples breakfast, and this I design to continue as long as it will last or any is to be got, because I look upon it to be very wholesome and a great Antiscorbutick.
SUNDAY 29th. PM Gentle breezes at NE with Thunder and lightning up in the Country, in the night had light airs off the land and very Foggy: in the forenoon had a gentle breeze at NNE and Clear wear. At 4 AM Unmoor'd and at 6 Weigh'd and put to sea. At Noon the Bay saild from bore North 63° w distant 4 Leagues.

This Bay is call'd by the Natives Tolaga….

During our stay in this Bay we had every day more or less traffic with the Natives, they bringing us fish and now and then a few sweet Potatoes and several trifles which we deem'd curiosities for these we gave them cloth, Beeds nails &ca. The Cloth we got at King Georges Island and Uliatea they Valued more than any thing we could give them and as every one in the Ship were provided with some of this sort of Cloth, I suffer'd every body to purchase what ever they pleased without limitation, for by this means I knew that the natives would not only sell, but get a good price for every thing they brought; this I thought would induce them to bring to market what ever the Country afforded and I have great reason to think that they did, yet it amounted to no more than what is above mention'd. We saw no four footed Animals either tame or wild or signs of any except Dogs and Ratts and these were very scarce especialy the latter, the flesh of the former they eat and ornament their clothing with their skins as we do ours with furs &ca. While we lay here I went upon some of the Hills in order to view the Country, but when I came there I could see but very little of it, the sight being interrupted by still higher hills; the tops and ridges of the hills are for the most part barren, at least little grows on them but fern. But, the Vallies and sides of many of the Hills were luxuriously clothed with Woods and Verdure and little Plantations of the Natives lying dispers'd up and down the Country.

We found in the woods Trees of above 20 different sorts, specimens of each I took on board as all of them were unknown to any of us: the tree which we cut for fireing was something like Maple and yielded a whitish Gum, there was another sort of a deep yallow which we imagined might prove usefull in dying. We likewise found one Cabbage tree which we cut down for the sake of the Cabbage. The Country abounds with a great number of Plants and the Woods with as great a Variety of very beautifull Birds, many of them unknown to us. The soil both of the hills and Vallies is light and sandy and very proper for produceing all kinds of Roots but we saw only sweet Potatous and Yamms among them; these they plant in little round hills, and have plantations of them containing several Acres neatly laid out and kept in good order, and many of them are fence'd in with low pailing which can only serve for ornament.
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[Cook rounded a cape which, being confident it was ‘the Eastermost land on this whole Coast’, he named East Cape. Further west they frightened off a flotilla of five warlike canoes with grape-shot, then a round shot. Cook named the place Cape Runaway.]

[NOVEMBER 1769]

WEDNESDAY November 1st. PM As we stood along shore, (having little wind and Variable) we saw a great deal of Cultivated land laid out in regular inclosures a sure sign that the Country is both fertile and well inhabited; some Canoes came off from the Shore but would not come near the Ship. At 8 brought too 3 Miles from the shore, the land seen yesterday bearing west and which we now saw was an Island bore sw distant 8 Leagues. I have named it white Island because as such it always appear'd to us. At 5 AM made sail along shore to the sw having little wind at ESE and Clowdy weather. At 8 saw between 40 and 50 Canoes in shore, several of them came off to the Ship and after being about us some time they venterd along side and sold us some Lobster Mussels and two Conger ells. After these were gone some others came off from a nother place with mussels only and but few of these they thought proper to part with, thinking that they had a right to every thing we handed them into their boats without makeing any return. At last the people in one Canoe took away some linnen that was towing over the side which they would not return for all that we could say to them; upon this I fire'd a Musquet ball thro' the boat, and after that another musquet load[ed] with small shott, neither of which they minded, only pull'd off a little and then shook their paddles at us, at which I fired a third musquet and the ball striking the water pretty near them, they immidiatly apply'd their paddles to a nother use, but after they thought themselves out of reach, they got all together and shook again their paddles at us. I then gave the Ship a yaw and fire'd a four pounder this sent them quite off and we kept on our Course along shore having a light breeze at ESE. At Noon we were in the Latitude of 37°45', White Island bearing N 29° West distant 8 Leagues.
THURSDAY 2nd. Gentle breeze from NW round northerly to ESE and fair weather. At 2 PM saw a pretty high Island bearing west from us and at 5 Saw more Islands and Rocks to the westward of it; hauld our wind in order to go without them but finding that we could not weather them before dark bore up and run between them and the main. At 7 was close under the first Island from whence a large double Canoe full of people came off to us, this was the first double Canoe we had seen in this Country. They stayd about the Ship untill dark then left us, but not before they had thrown a few stones: they told us the name of the Island which was Mowtohora, it is but of a small circuit but high and lies 6 Miles from the Main, under the south side is anchorage in 14 fathom water. SWBS from this Island on the main land, seemingly at no great distance from the sea is a high round mountain which I have named Mount Edgecomb, it stands in the middle of a large plane which makes it the more conspicuous. Latitude 37°59' Longd 183°07'. In standing to the westward we shoalden'd our water from 17 to 10 fathom, and knowing that we were not far from some small Islands, and Rocks that we had seen before dark, after passing of which I intended to have brought too for the night, but now I thought it more prudent to tack and spend the night under the Island Mowtohora where I knowd there was no danger, and it was well we did for in the morning, after we had made sail to the westward we discover'd ahead of us Rocks level with and under water; they lay 1½ League from the Island Mowtohora and about 9 Miles from the Main and NNE from Mount Edgcumbe. We pass'd between these rocks and the Main having from 7 to 10 fathom water. The Double Canoe which we saw last night follow'd us again to day under sail and kept abreast of the Ship near an houre talking to Tupia, but at last they began to pelt us with stones but upon fireing one Musquet they drop'd a stern and left us. At half past 10 pass'd between a low flat Island and the Main the distance from one to the other being 4 Miles, depth of water, 10, 12 and 15 fathom. At Noon the Flat Island bore from NE to E½N distant 5 or 6 Miles, Latitude in per Observation 37°39's Longd in 183°30'. The Main land between this and the Island of Mowtohora which is [10] Leagues is of a Moderate height and all a level flat Country pritty clear of wood and full of Plantations and Villages; the Villages are built upon eminences near the Sea, and are fortified on the land side with a Bank and a Ditch, and Pallisaded all round, besides this some of them appear'd to have out works. We have before now observed on several parts of the Coast small Villages inclosed with Pallisades, and Works of this kind built on eminences and ridges of hills, but Tupia hath all along told us that they were Mories or places of Worship, but I rather think that they are places of retreat or Stronghold where they defend themselves againest the Attack of an Enimy as some of them seem'd not ill design'd for that purpose.
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SATURDAY 4th. The first and Middle parts little wind at ENE and clear weather: the latter had a fresh breeze at NNW and hazey with rain. At 1 PM three Canoes Came off from the Main to the Ship and after parading about a little while they darted two pikes at us, the first was at one of our men as he was going to give them a rope thinking that they were coming on board, but the second they throw'd into the Ship, the fireing of one Musquet sent them away. Each of these Canoes were made out of one large tree and were without any sort of ornament and the people in them were mostly quite naked. At 2 PM saw a large opening or inlet in the land which we bore up for, with an intent to come to an Anchor; at this time had 41 fathom water which gradually decreased to 9 fathom at which time we were 1½ Miles from a high tower'd rock lying near the South pt of the inlet, the Rock and the northermost of the Court of Aldermen27 being in one bearing s 61° E. At half past 7 Anchor'd in 7 fathom a little within the south entrance of the Bay or inlet. We were Accompaned in here by several Canoes, who stay'd about the Ship untill dark, and before they went away they were so generous as to tell us that they would come and attack us in the morning, but some of them paid us a Veset in the night, thinking no doubt but what they should find all hands a sleep, but as soon as they found their mistake they went off. My reasons for puting in here were the hopes of discovering a good Harbour and the disire I had of being in some convenient place to observe the Transit of Mercury which happens on the 9th Instant and will be wholy Visible here if the day is clear. If we should be so fortunate as to Obtain this Observation the Longitude of this place and Country will thereby be very accuratly determined.

Between 5 and 6 oClock in the Morning several Canoes came to us from all Parts of the Bay; in them were about 130 or 140 People, to all appearences their first design was to attack us being all compleatly Arm'd in their way; however this they never attempted but after Parading about the Ship near three hours, some times trading with us and at other times tricking of us, they disperse'd but not before we had fired a few Musquets and one great gun, not with any design to hurt any of them, but to shew them what sort of Weaphons we had and that we could revenge any insult they offer'd to us. It was observable that they paid but little regard to the Musquets that were fire'd notwithstanding one ball was fired thro' one of their Canoes, but what effect the great gun had I know not for this was not fired untill they were going away.

At 10 the weather clearing up a little I went with 2 boats to sound the Bay and to look for a more convenient Anchoring place, the Master being in one boat and I in the other. We pull'd first over to the North shore, where some Canoes came out to meet us, but as we came near them they retired to the Shore and invited us to follow them, but seeing that they were all arm'd I did not think fit to except of their invitation, but after trading with them out of the boat a few minutes, we left them and went towards the head of the [bay]. I observed on a high po[i]nt a fortified Village but I could only see a part of the woorks, and as I intend to see the whole shall say no more about it at this time. After having fix'd upon an Anchoring place not far from where the Ship lay I returnd on board.
SUNDAY 5th. Winds at NNW, Hazey weather with rain in the night. At 4 PM wieghd run in nearer the South shore and Anchord in 4½ fathom water a Soft sandy bottom, 28 the south point of the Bay bearing East distant 1 Mile and a River into which the Boats can go at low water SSE distant 1½ Mile.

In the Morning the Natives came off again to the Ship but their behavour was very different to what it was yestermorning and the little traffick we had with them was carried on very fair and friendly. Two came on board the Ship to each I gave a piece of English Cloth and some Spike nails.

After the natives were gone I went with the Pinnace and Long-boat into the River to haule the Sene and sent the Master to sound the Bay and dridge for fish in the yawl. We hauled the Sene in several places in the River but caught only a few Mullet, with which we return'd on board about noon.
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WEDNESDAY 8th. PM Fresh breeze at NNW and hazey rainy weather, the remainder a gentle breeze at wsw and Clear weather. AM heel'd and scrubed both sides of the Ship and sent a party of men a Shore to Cut wood and fill water. The Natives brought of to the Ship and sold us for small peeces of Cloth as much fish as served all hands, they were of the Mackarel kind and as good as ever was eat.

At Noon I observed the Suns Meridian Zenith distance by the Astromical Quadrant which gave the Latitude 36°47'43” s, this was in the River beformentioned, that lies within the s entrce of ye Bay.
THURSDAY 9th. Variable light breezes and clear weather. As soon as it was day light the Natives began to bring off Mackarel and more then we well know'd what to do with, notwithstanding I orderd all they brought to be purchas'd in order to incourage them in this kind of traffick. At 8 Mr Green and I went on shore with our Instruments to Observe the Transit of Mercury which came on at 7h 20' 58” Apparent time and was Observed by Mr Green only. I at this time was taking the Suns Altitude in order to asertain the time. The Egress was observed as followes.
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Latitude observed at Noon 36° 48'28”, the Mean of this and yesterdays observation gives 36° 48'5½” S, the Latitude of the place of Observation, and the Variation of the Compass was at this time found to be 11°9' East. While we were making these observations five Canoes came along side of the Ship, two large and three small ones, in one were 47 people but in the others not so many. They were wholy strangers to us and to all appearence they came with a hostal intention, being compleatly arm'd with Pikes, Darts, Stones &ca however they made no attempt and this was very probable owing to their being inform'd by some other Canoes (who at this time were along side selling fish) what sort of people they had to deal with. At their first coming along side they begun to sell our people some of their Arms and one Man offer'd to sale an Haāhow, that is a square pice of Cloth such as they wear. Lieutt Gore, who at this time was Commanding officer, sent in to the Canoe a peice of Cloth which the man had agreed to take in exchange for his, but as soon as he had got Mr Gore's Cloth in his posission he would not part with his own, but put off the Canoe from along side and then shook their paddles at the People in the Ship. Upon this Mr Gore fired a Musquet at them and from what I can learn kill'd the man who tooke the Cloth, after this they soon went away. I have here inserted the account of this affair just as I had it from Mr Gore but I must own that it did not meet with my approbation because I thought the punishment a little too severe for the Crime, and we had now been long enough acquainted with these People to know how to chastise trifling faults like this without taking away their lives.
FRIDAY 10th. PM Gentle breezes and Varble, the remainder a Strong breeze at ENE and Hazey weather. AM I went with two Boats accom-paned by Mr Banks and the other gentlemen into the River which empties it self into the head of this Bay in order to examine it. None of the Natives came off to the Ship this morning which we think is owing to the bad weather.
SATURDAY 11th. Fresh gales at ENE and Clowdy hazey weather with rain. Between 7 and 8 oClock PM I returnd on board from out of the River having been about 4 or 5 Miles up it and could have gone much farther had the weather been favourable. I landed on the East side and went up on the hills from whence I saw or at least I thought I saw the head of the River, it here branched into several Channels and form'd a number of very low flat Islands all cover'd with a sort of Mangrove trees and several places of the Shores of both sides of the River were cover'd with the same sort of wood: the sand banks were well store'd with Cockles, and clams and in many places were Rock Oysters. Here is likewise pretty plenty of wild Foul, such as Shags, Ducks, Curlews, and a Black Bird about as big as a Crow, with a long sharp bill of a Colour between Red and yellow. We also saw fish in the River but of what sort I know not. The Country Especialy on the East side is barren and for the most part distitute of wood or any other signs of fertillity but the face of the Country on the other side looked much better and is in many places cover'd with wood. We met with some of the natives and saw several more and smookes a long way inland, but saw not the least sign of cultivation either here or in any part about the Bay, so that the Inhabitents must live wholy on shell and other Fish and Fern roots which they eat by way of bread. In the entrance of this River and for 2 or 3 Miles up it is very safe and commodious Anchoring in 3, 4 and 5 fathom water, and convenient places for laying a Vessel a shore where the Tides rises and falls about 7 feet at full and change.

I could not see whether or no any considerable fresh water stream came out of the Country into this River but there are a number of small Rivulets which come from the adjacent hills. A little with[in] the entrance of the river on the East side is a high point or peninsula juting out into the River on which are the remains of one of thier Fortified towns, the Situation is such that the best Engineer in Europe could not have choose'd a better for a small number of men to defend themselves against a greater, it is strong by nature and made more so by Art. It is only accessible on the land side, and there have been cut a Ditch and a bank raised on the inside, from the top of the bank to the bottom of the ditch was about 22 feet and depth of the ditch on the land side 14 feet; its breadth was in proportion to its depth and the whole seem'd to have been done with great judgement. There had been a row of Pickets on the top of the bank and another on the outside of the ditch, these last had been set deep in the ground and sloaping with their upper ends hanging over the ditch; the whole had been burnt down, so that it is probable that this place has been taken and distroy'd by an Enimy. The people on this side of the Bay seem now to have no houses or fix'd habitations but sleep in the open air, under trees and in small temporary shades, but to all appearence they are better of on the other side but there we have not yet set foot. In the Morning being dirty rainy weather I did not expect any of the Natives off with fish, but thinking that they might have some a shore, I sent a boat with some trade who returnd about noon load[ed] with oysters which they got in the River which is abreast of the Ship, but saw no fish among the natives.
SUNDAY 12th. PM had strong gales at NE and hazey rainy weather, AM a fresh breeze at NW and Clear weather. In the morning got on board a turn of water and after wards sent the Long-boat into the River for Oysters to take to sea with us, and I went with the Pinnace and Yawl accompaned by Mr Banks and Dr Solander, over to the North side of the Bay in order to take a View of the Country and the Fortified Village which stands their; we landed about a Mile from it and were met by the Inhabitants in our way thether who with a great deal of good nature and friendship conducted us into the place and shewed us every thing that was there….
MONDAY 13th. PM Gentle breezes at NW and clear weather. After taking a slight View of the Country and loading both boats with Sellery, which we found in great plenty near the sea beach, we return'd on board about 5 oClock, the Long-boat at the same time returnd out of the River loaded as deep as she could swim with oysters, and now I intended to put to sea in the morning if wind and weather will permit. In the night had the wind at SE with rainy dirty hazey weather which continued all day, so that I could not think of sailing but thought my self very happy in being in a good port. Sam1 Jones seaman having been confined on Saturday last for refuseing to come upon deck when all hands were called and afterwards refuse'd to comply with the orders of the officer on deck, he was this morning punished with 12 lashes and remited back to confinement.
TUESDAY 14th. Fresh gales Easterly & rainy dirty weather.
WEDNESDAY 15th. In the evening I went in the Pinnace and landed upon one of the Island[s] that lies off the South head of the Bay, with a View to see if I could discover any sunken rocks or other dangers lying before the entrence of the bay as there was a pretty large swell at this time. The Island we landed upon was very small yet there were upon it a Village the Inhabitants of which received us very friendly; this little Village was laid out in small oblong squares and each pallisaded round. The Island afforded no fresh water and was only accessible on one side, from this I concluded that it was not choose for any conveniencey it could afford them but for its natural strength.

At 7 AM weigh'd with a light breeze at West and clear weather, and made sail out of the Bay steering NE for the Northeastermost of a number of Islands lying off the North Point of the Bay, these Islands are of various extent and ly scattered to the NW in a parallel deriction with the Main as far as we could see. I was at first afraid to go within them thinking that there was no safe Passage, but I afterwards thought that we might and I would have attempted it but the wind comeing to the NW prevented it; so that we were obliged to Stand out to sea. At Noon was in the Latitude of 36°46's. The northermost Island above mentioned bore North distant half a League, the Court of Aldermen SEBS distt 6 Leagues and the Bay saild from, which I have named Mercury Bay on accot of the observn be[ing] made there, SWBW distant 6 Miles….

The Country on the SE side of this River and Bay is very barren produceing little but Fern and such other Plants as delight in a poor soil. The land on the NW side is pretty well cover'd with Wood, the soil more fertile and would no doubt produce the necessarys of life was it cultivated. However thus much must be said againest it, that it is not near so rich and fertile as the lands we have seen to Southward, and the same may be said of its Inhabitants who altho pretty numerous are poor to the highest degree when compair'd to others we have seen; they have no plantations but live wholy on Fern roots and fish, their canoes are mean and without ornament, and so are their houses or hutts and in general every thing they have about them. This may be owing to the frequent wars in which they are certainly ingaged, strong proofs of this we have seen, for the people who resided near the place where we wooded and who slept every night in the open air place'd themselves in such a manner when they laid down to sleep as plainly shewed that it was necessary for them to be always upon their guard. They do not own subjection to Teeratu the Earee de hi, 29 but say that he would kill them was he to come a mong them. They confirm the custom of eating their enimies so that this is a thing no longer to be doubted. I have before observed that many of the people about this bay had no fix'd habitations and we thought so then, but have sence learnt that they have strong holds or Hippa's as they call them, which they retire to in time of danger.

We found thrown upon the Shore in several places in this Bay quantities of Iron Sand which is brought down out of the Country by almost every little frish water brook, this proves that there must be of that ore not far inland. Neither the Inhabitants of this place or any other where we have been know the use of Iron, or set the least Value upon it, prefering the most trifleing thing we could give them to a nail or any sort of Iron tools. Before we left this Bay we cut out upon one of the trees near the watering place, the Ships Name, date &ca and after displaying the English Colours I took formal posession of the place in the name of His Majesty.
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[Cook proceeded up the coast, rounded Cape Colville, and found himself in a large bay. Keeping to the east side, he came to an anchor in the middle of the channel, which he reckoned to be about eleven miles wide, and sent two boats ahead to sound.]
MONDAY 20th. Moderate breeze at SSE and fair weather. At 2 PM the Boats returnd from sounding not haveing found above 3 feet more water then where we now lay; upon this I resolved to go no farther with the Ship, but to examine the head of the Bay in the boats, for as it appeared to run a good way inland I thought this a good opportunity to see a little of the Interior parts of the Country and its produce; Accordingly at Day light in the morning I set out with the Pinnace and Long boat accompaned by Mr Banks, Dr Solander and Tupia. We found the inlet end in a River about 9 Miles above the Ship, into which we enterd with the first of the flood and before we had gone 3 miles up it found the water quite fresh. We saw a number of the natives and landed at one of their Villages the Inhabitants of which received us with open arms; we made but a short stay with them but proceeded up the River untill near Noon, when finding the face of the Country to continue pretty much the same and no alteration in the Course or stream of the River or the least probillity of seeing the end of it, we landed on the West side in order to take a View of the lofty Trees which adorne its banks, being at this time 12 or 14 Miles within the entrance and here the tide of flood run as strong as it doth in the River Thams below bridge.
TUESDAY 21st. After land [ing] as above mentioned we had not gone a hundred yards into the Woods before we found a tree that girted 19 feet 8 Inches 6 feet above the Ground, and having a quadrant with me I found its length from the root to the first branch to be 89 feet, it was as streight as an arrow and taper'd but very little in proportion to its length, so that I judged that there was 356 solid feet of timber in this tree clear of the branches. We saw many others of the same sort several of which were taller than the one we measured and all of them very stout; 30 there were likewise many other sorts of very stout timber-trees all of them wholy unknown to any of us. We brought away a few specimans and at 3 oClock we embarqued in order to return on board with the very first of the Ebb, but not before we had named this River the Thames on account of its bearing some resemblence to that river in england. In our return down the River the inhabitants of the Village where we landed in going, seeing that we return'd by a nother Channell put off in thier Canoes and met us and trafficked with us in the most friendly manner immagineable untill they had disposed of the few trifles they had. The Tide of Ebb just carried us out of the narrow part of the River into the Sea reach as I may call it, where meeting with the flood and a strong breeze at NNW obliged us to come to a grappling and we did not reach the Ship untill 7 oClock in the AM.
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[Cook continued to explore the Firth of Thames, and then proceeded north up Hauraki Gulf and along the coast, naming Cape Colville, Point Rodney, Bream Head and Bay (after the fish), Hen and Chicken Islands, and Poor Knights Islands (after the well-known pudding). Cape Brett was named in honour of Sir Percy Brett, because of ‘a Rock with a hole perced quite thro’ it; the name Piercy ‘seemed proper for that of the island’. Contacts with Maoris were frequent but uneasy. One was flogged for stealing the half-hour glass, and visiting canoes were twice dispersed with musket and gun shot. Cook anchored in the bay ‘of many Islands’ west of Cape Brett.]
THURSDAY 30th. PM had the winds Westerly with some very heavy showers of rain. We had no sooner come to an Anchor than between 3 and 4 hundred of the Natives Assembled in their Canoes about the Ship, some few were admited on board and to one of the Chiefs I gave a piece of Broad Cloth and distributed a few nails &ca a Mongest some others of them. Many of these people had been off to the Ship when we were at sea and seem'd to be very sencible of the use of fire arms and in the little trade we had with them they behaved tollerable well, but continued not long before some of them wanted to take away the Buoy and would not desist at the fireing of several Musquets untill one of them was hurt by small shott, after which they withdrew a small distance from the Ship and this was thought a good oppertunity to try what effect a great Gun would have as they had paid so little respect to the Musquets, and accordingly one was fired over their heads, this I beleive would have sent them quite off, if it had not been for Tupia who soon preavaild upon them to return to the Ship, when their behaver was such as gave us no room to susspect that they meant to give us any farther trouble.

After the Ship was moved into deeper water I went with the Pinnace and yawl Man'd and Arm'd and landed upon the Island accompan'd by Mr Banks and Dr Solander. We had scarce landed before all the Canoes left the Ship and landed at different parts of the Island and before we could well look about us we were surrounded by 2 or 3 hundred people, and notwithstanding that they were all arm'd they came upon us in such a confused Stragleing manner that we hardly suspected that the[y] meant us any harm, but in this we were very soon undeceaved for upon our indeavouring to draw a line on the sand between us and them they set up the war dance and immidiatly some of them attempted to seize the two Boats; being disapointed in this they next attempted to break in upon us upon which I fired a Musquet load[ed] with small shott at one of the forwardest of them and Mr Banks and 2 of the men fired immidiatly after; this made them retire back a little; but in less than a minute one of the Chiefs rallied them again, Dr Solander seeing this gave him a peppering with small shott which sent him off and made them retire a second time; they attempted to rally several times after and only seem'd to want some one of resolution to head them; but they were at last intirely dispersed by the Ship fire[ing] a few shott over their heads and a Musquet now and than from us. In this skirmish only one or two of them was hurt with small Shott, for I avoided killing any one of them as much as possible and for that reason withheld our people from fireing. We had observed that some had hid themselves in a Cave in one of the Rocks, and some time after the whole was over we went towards them, the Chief who I have mintiond to have been on board the Ship happen'd to be one of these he his wife and another man came out to meet us but the rest made off; these three people came and set down by us and we gave them of such things as we had about us. After this we went to another part of the Island where some of the inhabitants came to us and were as meek as lambs. Having taken a Veiw of the Bay from the Island and loaded both boats wth sellery which we found here in great plenty, we returnd on board and at 4 AM hove up the Anchor in order to put to sea with a light breeze at East but it soon falling Calm obliged us to Come too again, and about Eight or 9 oClock seeing no probabillity of our geting to sea I sent the Master with two Boats to sound the harbour, but before this I order'd Mathw Cox, Henry Stevens and Man1 Paroyra to be punished with a dozn lashes each for leaving thier duty when a shore last night and diging up Potatoies out of one of the Plantations, the first of the three I remited back to confinement because he insisted that their was no harm in what he had done. All this fore noon had abundance of the Natives about the Ship and some few on board, we trafficked with them for a few trifles in which they dealt very fair and friendly.

[DECEMBER 1769]

FRIDAY 1st December. Winds at NNW a Gentle breeze. At 3 PM the Boats having returnd from sounding, I went with them over to the south side of the Harbour and landed upon the Main, accompaned by Mr Banks and Dr Solander; we met with nothing new or remarkable, the place where we landed was in a small sandy Cove where there are two small streams of fresh water and plenty of Wood for fuel, here were likewise sever1 little plantations planted with Potatoes and Yams: the soil and natural produce of the Cuntry was much the same as what we have hitherto met with. The people we saw behaved to us with great marks of friendship. In the evening we had some very heavy showers of rain and this brought us on board sooner then we intended. AM the wind being still contrary I sent some people a shore upon the Island to cut Grass for our Sheep in the doing of which the inhabitants gave them no sort of disturbance and in the same friendly manner did those behave that were along side the Ship. Punished Mathw Cox with half a Dozn lashes and then dismissed him.
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[The Endeavour spent several days in the Bay of Islands. Cook, Banks and Solander explored on foot, noting the cultivation of yams, and being shown round a pa, or as Cook called it ‘a Heppa or fortified Village’. On 5 December, they began to make their way out of the bay.]
WEDNESDAY 6th. PM had a gentle breeze at NNW, with which we kept turning out of the Bay but gaind little or nothing, in the evening it fell little wind and at 10 oClock it was Calm; At this time the tide or Current seting the Ship near one of the Islands, where we was very near being a shore but by the help of our boat and a light air from the southward we got clear; about an hour after when we thought our selves out of all danger the Ship struck upon a Sunken rock and went immidiatly clear without receiving any perceptible damage; just before the man in the chains had 17 fathom water and immidiatly after she struck 5 fathom, but very soon deepen'd to 20. This rock lies half a Mile WNW from the northermost or outermost Island that lies on the SE side of the Bay. Had light airs from the land and some times Calm untill 9 oClock AM, by this time we had got out of the Bay and a breeze springing up at NNW we stood out to sea. At Noon Cape Brett bore SSE½E distant 10 Miles. Latd Observed 34°59's.
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[On 10 December Cook sighted what he later called North Cape, but because of very bad weather it took him three weeks to round the cape and the cape to the west ‘which we judge to be the same as Tasman calls Cape Maria Van Diemen’.]

[JANUARY 1770]

MONDAY 1st Janry 1770. PM fresh breeze at SWBS and squally, the remainder moderate breezes at SWBS and SW clear weather. At 7 PM Tack'd and Stood to the westward. At this time Mount Camel bore N 83° East and the northermost land or Cape Maria Van Diemen NBW, being distant from the nearest shore 3 Leagues; in this situation had 40 fathom water. Note, Mount Camel doth not appear to lay little more than a Mile from the sea on this side and about the same distance on the other, so that the land here cannot be above 2 or 3 Miles broad from sea to sea, which is what I conjecter'd when we were in Sandy bay on the other side of the coast. – At 6 AM tackd and Stood to the Eastward the Island of the Three Kings NWBN. At Noon tack'd again and stood to the westward being in the latitude of 34°37'S. The Island of the 3 Kings bore NWBN distant 10 or 11 Leagues and Cape Maria Vandiemen N 31° E distant 4½ Leagues, in this situation had 54 fathom water. I cannot help thinking but what will appear a little strange that at this season of the year we should be three weeks in geting 10 Leagues to the westward and five weeks in geting 50 Leagues for so long it is sence we pass'd C. Brett but it will hardly be credited that in the midest of summer and in the Latitude of 35° such a gale of wind as we have had could have happen'd, which for its strength and continuence was such as I hardly was ever in before. Fortunately at this time we were at a good distance from land otherwise it might have proved fatal to us.
TUESDAY 2d. Fresh breezes at SSW and West accompan'd with a rowling sea from the SW. At 5 PM the wind veering to the westward we tack'd and stood to the Southward. At this time the North Cape bore E¾N and was just open of a point that lies 3 Leagues west and by south from it – being now well assured that it is the Northermost extremity of this Country and is the East point of a Peninsula which stretches out NW and NWBN, 17 or 18 Leags and as I have before observe'd is for the most part low and narrow except at its extremity where the land is tollerable high and extends 4 or 5 Leagues every way, Cape Maria Vandeimen is the west point of this peninsula and lies in the Latitude of 34° 30' Longde 187°18' West from Greenwich. From this Cape the land trends away SEBS and SE to and behond Mount Camel and is every where a barren shore affording no better a prospect than what ariseth from white sand banks. At ½ past 7 PM the Islands of the Three Kings bore NWBN and Cape Maria Van diemen NEBE distt 4 Leagues. At 5 AM C. Maria Van deemen bore NNE½E and Mount Camel East. At Noon was in the Latd of 35°17' and the Cape Maria Van diemen by judgement bore North distant 16 Leagues having no land in sight not daring to go near it as the wind blow'd fresh right on Shore and a high rowling Sea from the same quarter and knowing that there was no harbour that we could put into in case we were caught upon a lee Shore.
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THURSDAY 4th. Winds at SW and SWBS mostly a fresh gale accompaned with a rowling sea from the same quarter. Being desirous of taking as near a view of the Coast as we could with safty, we kept edgeing in for it until 7 oClock pm, being at this time about 6 Leagues from the Land, we then haul'd our wind to the SE and kept on that Course close upon the wind all night sounding several times but had no ground with 100 and 110 fathoms. At 8 oClock AM was about 5 Leagues from the land and a place which lies in the Latd of 36°25' that had the appearence of a Bay or inlet bore East. In order to see more of this place we kept on our Course untill a 11 oClock when we were not above 3 Leagues from it and then found that it was neither a Bay nor inlet but low land bounded on each side by higher lands which caused the deception. At this time we tack'd and stood to the NW. At Noon we were between 3 and 4 Leagues from the land and in the Latitude of 36°31' and Longd 185°50' West. Cape Maria Vandiemen bore N 25° West Distant 44½ Leags, from this I form my judgement of the deriction of this Coast which is nearly SSE¾E and NNW¾ and must be nearly a strait Shore. In about the Latitude of 35°45' is some high land adjoining to the sea, to the Southward of that the land is of a Moderate height and wears a most desolate and inhospitable aspect, nothing is to be seen but large Sand hills with hardly any green thing up [on] them and the great sea which the prevailing westerly winds impell upon the Shore must render this a very dangerous Coast, this I am so fully sencible of that was we once clear of it I am determind not to come so near again if I can possible avoide it unless we have a very favourable wind indeed.
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[Cook stood to the north-west for two days ‘in order to get an offing’, then turned south again to follow the coast past what is now Auckland and the ‘high craggy point’ he named Albatross Point. On 11 January he sighted ‘a very high Mountain’.]
SATURDAY 13th. Winds Variable, PM Clowdy weather. At 7 oClock sounded and had 42 fathom water, being distant from the shore between 2 and 3 Leagues, and the peaked mountain as near as I could judge bore East. After it was dark saw a fire upon the shore a sure sign that the Country is inhabited. In the night had some Thunder Lightning and rain. At 5 AM saw for a few Minutes the Top of the peaked Mountain above the Clowds, bearing NE; it is of a prodigious height and its top is cover'd with everlasting snow. It lies in the Latitude of 39°16's and in the Longitude of 185°15'W. I have named it Mount Egmont in honour of the Earl of Egmont. This mountain seems to have a pretty large base and to rise with a gradual assent to the peak and what makes it more conspicuous is, its being situated near the Sea, and a flat Country in its neighbourhood which afforded a very good asspect, being cloathed with Wood and Verdure. The shore under the foot of this mountain forms a large Cape which I have named Cape Egmont, it lies SSW½W, 27 Leags from Albetross point. On the NE side of the Cape lay two small Islands near to a very remarkable point on the Main that riseth to a good height in the very form of a Sugr Loafe: To the Southward of the Cape the land tends away SEBE and ESE and seems to be every where a bold shore. At Noon had variable light airs and clear weather. Latitude Observe'd 39°32's. Cape Egmont bore about NE and we were about 4 Leagues from the Shore in that direction, in this situation had 40 fathoms water.

SUNDAY 14th. PM had a gentle breeze at West which in the Eveng Came to NWBW and continued so all night and blowed a fresh breeze. We steer'd a long shore ESE and SEBE, keeping between two and three Leagues off. At ½ past 7 pm saw for a few minutes Mount Egmont which bore from us N 17° w distant 10 Leagues. At 5 AM steer'd SEBS the land inclineing more southerly, but half an hour after we saw land bearing SWB which we haule'd up for, at this time the weather was squally attended with showers of rain. At Noon had a steady fresh breeze at WBN and Clowdy weather; the sw extremity of the land in sight bore s 63° West, and some high land which makes like an Island lying under the Main bore SSE distant 5 Leagues: The bottom of the Bay we are now in, and which bears from us south, we cannot see, altho it is very clear in that quarter. Our Latitude by observation is 40°27's, Longitude 184°39' West.
MONDAY 15th. Fore and middle parts fresh breezes between the West and NW and fair weather. At 8 PM we were within 2 Leagues of the land we discover'd in the morning, having run 10 Leagues sence Noon. The land seen than bearing s 63° West bore now N 59° West distant 7 or 8 Leags and makes like an Island, between this land or Island and Cape Egmont is a very broad and deep Bay or Inlet the sw side of which we are now upon, and here the land is of a considerable height distinguished by hills and Vallies and the shore seems to form several Bays into one of which I intend to go with the Ship in order to Careen her (she being very foul) and to repair some few defects, recrute our stock of Wood, water &ca with this View we kept plying on and off al[l] night having from 80 to 63 fathoms water. At day light Stood in for an Inlet which runs in SW. At 8 AM we were got within the entrance which may be known by a reef of rocks stretching off from the NW point and some rocky Island [s] lying off the point. At 9 oClock being little wind and variable we were carried by the Tide or current within 2 Cable lengths of the NW shore where we had 54 fathoms water, but with the help of our Boats we got clear. At this time we saw rise up twice near the Ship a Sea lyon the head of which was exactly like the head of the male one described [by] Lord Anson. We likewise saw a Canoe with some of the Natives Cross the Bay and a Village situated upon a point of an Island which lies 7 or 8 Miles with [in] the Entrence.31 At Noon we were the length of this Island and being little wind had the boats ahead towing.
TUESDAY 16th. Variable light airs and clear settled weather. At 1 pm hauled close round the sw end of the Island on which stands the Village before mentioned the Inhabitants of which were all in arms; At 2 oClock we Anchor'd in a very snug Cove32 which is on the NW side of the Bay faceing the s West end of the Island, in 11 fath. water soft ground and moor'd with the Stream anchor. By this time several of the Natives had come off to the Ship in their Canoes and after heaving a few stones at us and having some conversation with Tupia some of them ventured on board where they made but a very short stay before they went into their boats again and soon after left us all together. I than went a Shore in the bottom of the Cove accompanied by most of the Gentlemen, we found a fine stream of excellent water, and as to Wood the land here is one intire forest. Having the Saine with us we made a few hauls and caught 300 pounds weight of different sorts of fish which were equally distribute'd to the Ships Compney. AM Careend the Ship scrub'd and pay'd the Larboard side. Several of the Natives Visited us this morning and brought with them some stinking fish which how ever I order'd to be bought up in order to incourage them in this kind of trafick, but trade at this time seem'd [not] to be their object, but were more inclineable to quarrel and as the Ship was upon the careen I thought they might give us some trouble and perhaps hurt some of our people that were in the boats along side; for this reason I fire'd some small Shott at one of the first offenders, this made them keep at a proper distance while they stayd which was not long before they all went away. These people declared to us this morning that they never either saw or heard of a Ship like ours being upon this coast before: from this it appears that they have no Tradition among them of Tasman being here for I beleive Murderers Bay the place where he Anchor'd not to be far from this place but this cannot be it from the Latitude for I find by an observation made this day at Noon that we are at an anchor in 41°5'32”s which is 15' to the southward of Murderers Bay.
WEDNESDAY 17th. Light airs Calms and pleasent weathr PM righted the Ship and got ready for heeling out the other side, and in the evening hauled the Saine and caught a few fish, while this was doing some of us went in the Pinnace into a nother Cove not far from where the Ship lays; in going thether we met with a Woman floating upon the water who to all appearence had not been dead many days. Soon after we landed we met with two or three of the Natives who not long before must have been regailing themselves upon human flesh, for I got from one of them the bone of the fore arm of a Man or a Woman which was quite fresh and the flesh had been but lately pick'd off which they told us they had eat, they gave us to understand that but a few days ago they had taken Kill'd and eat a Boats crew of their enemies or strangers, for I beleive that they look upon all strangers as enemies; from what we could learn the Woman we had seen floating upon the water was in this boat and had been drownded in the fray. There was not one of us that had the least doubt but what this people were Canabals but the finding this Bone with part of the sinews fresh upon it was a stronger proof than any we had yet met with, and in order to be fully satisfied of the truth of what they had told us, we told one of them that it was not the bone of a man but that of a Dog, but he with great fervency took hold of his fore-arm and told us again that it was that bone and to convence us that they had eat the flesh he took hold of the flesh of his own arm with his teeth and made shew of eating. – AM Careen'd scrubed and pay'd the Starboard side of the Ship: While this was doing some of the natives came along side seemingly only to look at us, there was a Woman among them who had her Arms, thighs and legs cut in several places, this was done by way of Mourning for her husband who had very lately been kill'd and eat by some of their enimies as they told us and pointed towards the place where it was done which lay some where to the Eastward. Mr Banks got from one of them a bone of the fore arm much in the same state as the one before mention'd and to shew us that they had eat the flesh they bit a[nd] naw'd the bone and draw'd it thro' their mouth and this in such a manner as plainly shew'd that the flesh to them was a dainty bit.
THURSDAY 18th. Winds mostly from the sw a gentle breeze and clear settled weather. PM righted the Ship and sent on Shore all or most of our empty Casks, and in the morning the Coopers went about triming them and the Carpenters went to work to black the bends, Caulk the sides and to repair other defects in the Ship, while the Seamen were employ'd in the hold, cutting Wood &ca &ca. I made a little excursion in the Pinnace in order to take a View of the Bay accompanied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander, We met with nothing remarkable and as we were on the west side of the Bay where the land is so closely cover'd with Wood that we could not penetrate into the Country.
FRIDAY 19th. Winds and weather as yesterday and the employment of the people the same. In the PM some of our people found in the skirts of the wood three hip bones of Men, they lay near to a hole or hoven, that is a place where the natives dress their Victuals, this circumstance trifleing as it is, is still a farther proff that this people eat human flesh.
In the AM set up the Forge to repair the braces of the Tiller and such other Iron work as was wanting. The natives came along side and sold us a quantity of large Mackerel for nails peices of Cloth and paper, and in this traffeck they never once attemptd to defraud us of any one thing, but dealt as fair as people could do.
SATURDAY 20th. Winds Southerly, fair and pleasant weather. Employ'd Wooding Watering &ca and in the AM sent part of the powder a Shore to be air'd. Some of the Natives brought along side in one of their Canoes four of the heads of the men they had lately kill'd, both the Hairy scalps and skin of the faces were on: Mr Banks bought one of the four, but they would not part with any of the other on any account whatever, the one Mr Banks got had received a blow on the Temple that had broke the skull.
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MONDAY 22nd. PM and in the night had Variable light airs and Calms, AM had a fresh breeze Southly and Clowdy weather. In the morning the people were set about the necessary business of the Ship and I set out in the Pinnace (accompanied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander) with a view of examining the head of the Inlet, but after rowing between 4 and 5 Leagues up it and finding no probability of reaching or even seeing the end the wind being againest us and the day already half spent we landed at noon on the SE side in order to try to get upon one of the hills to View the Inlet from thence.
TUESDAY 23rd. PM Winds Southerly a fresh breeze. Agreeable to what is mentioned above I took one man with me and climed up to the top of one of the hills but when I came there I was hindred from seeing up the inlet by higher hills which I could not come at for impenetrable woods, but I was abundantly recompenced for the trouble I had in assending the hill, for from it I saw what I took to be the Eastern Sea and a strait or passage from it into the Western Sea a little to the Eastward of the entrance of the Inlet in which we now lay with the Ship, the main land which lies on the SE side of this inlet appeared to me to be a narrow ridge of very high hills and to form a part of the SW side of the Strait. The land on the opposite side seem'd to trend away East as far as the Eye could see, to the SE appear'd as oppen sea and this I took to be the Eastern. I likewise saw some Islands lying on the East side of the Inlet which before I had taken to be a part of the Main land. As soon as I had decended the hill and we had refreshed our selves we set out in order to return to the Ship and in our way pass'd through and examined the Harbours, Coves &ca that lay behind the Islands above mentioned. In this rout we met with an old Village in which were a good many houses but no body had lived in any of them lately, we likewise saw a nother that was inhabited, but the day being far spent so that we had not time to go to it but made the best [of] our way to the Ship which we reached between 8 and 9 oClock. In the night had much rain with Clowdy hazey weather which continued by intervils untill noon.
WEDNESDAY 24th. PM had a fresh breeze Southerly and Clowdy weather. After dinner I employ'd my self in carrying on the Survey of the place and upon one of the Islands where I landed were a number of houses but no inhabitants neither had any been there lately. In the morning the Gunner was sent a shore with the remainder of the powder to dry, and the Long-boat was sent with a gang of hands to one of the Islands to cut grass for our sheep and the rest of the people were employ'd about the usual work of the Ship. This fore-noon some of us viseted the Hippa, which is situated on the point of the Island mentioned on our first arrival. The Inhabitants of this place shew'd not the least dislike at our coming but on the contrary with a great deal of seeming good nature shew'd us all over the place, we found among them some human bones the flesh of which they told us they had eat, they likewise inform'd us that there was no passage into the Sea thro' this inlet as I had immagined their might because above where I was in the Boat it turn'd away to the west ward. Leaving these people we travel'd to the other end of the Island and there took water and cross'd over upon the Main where we met with several houses that were at present or had very lately been inhabited but we saw but very few of the Inhabitents and these were in there boats fishing. After viewing this place we returnd on board to dinner.
THURSDAY 25th. Winds at NW a gentle breeze and fair weather. PM The Long-boat having returnd with a load of grass she was employ'd bringing on board Wood and water and the Caulkers having finish'd caulking the Ship sides (a thing they have been employ'd upon ever sence we came here) they were pay'd with tar. Early in the AM the Long boat was set again for grass, and returnd at Noonwith a Load.
FRIDAY 26th. Gentle breezes and pleasent weather. In the PM I made a little excursion in the Pinnace along shore towards the mouth of the inlet accompanied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander; we found in a small cove several of the Natives of whome we purchas'd a quantity of fresh fish, and upon our return to the Ship we found that the Saine had been equally as successfull, which we generally haul mornings & evenings, and seldom fail of geting fish sufficient to serve all hands. In the AM I made an excursion into one of the Bays which lie on the East side of the Inlet accompanied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander, upon our landing we ascended a very high hill from which we had a full View of the passage I had before descover'd and the land on the opposite shore which appear'd to be about 4 Leagues from us, but as it was hazey near the horizon we could not see far to the SE. However, I had now seen enough of this passage to convence me that there was the greatest probability in the world of its runing into the Eastern Sea as the distance of that Sea from this place cannot exceed 20 Leagues even to where we were, upon this I resolve'd after puting to sea to search this passage with the Ship. We found on the top of the hill a parcel of loose Stones of which we built a Pyrmid and left in it some Musquet balls, small Shott Beeds and what ever we had about us that was likely to stand the test of time: after this we descended the hill and found along with Tupia and the boats crew several of the natives, seting in the most free and friendly manner immagineable. Tupia always accompanies us in every excursion we make and proves of infinate service. In our return to the ship we Visited the Hippa we had seen on Tuesday last which is situated on a small Island or rather a Rock, the Inhabitants of this place invited us a shore with thier usual marks of friendship and shew'd us all over the place which indeed was soon done, for it was very small yet it contain'd a good number of people and they had in it split & hanging up to dry a prodigious quantity of various sorts of small fish a part of which they sold to us for such trifles as we had about us.
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[Extensive work on the tiller had now been completed by the armourers and some of the carpenters; the coopers were still at work repairing casks; stones were put in the bottom of the bread room to improve the ship's handling.]
MONDAY 29th. Winds as yesterday. PM rainy weather the remainder fair and Clowdy. Pretty early in the AM an old man who made us several Visits upon our first arival here, came on board and told us that one of our boats had fire'd upon and wounded two of their people one of which was dead of his wounds, this affair happen'd on Sunday was a week and never before now came to my knowlidge. On that day the Master and five Petty officers desired to have a small boat to go a fishing, but instead of keeping within the Usual boands and under the protection of the Ship they went over to the Hippa on the Island from which some of the inhabitents put off in two Canoes, as they thought to attack them, this caused the Master to fire and according to the report of the old man wounded two one of which is sence dead: but this last circumstance was soon after contradicted by another of the natives who Mr Green and Tupia saw a Shore and I wish this last report may be true because I find the reasons for fireing upon them are not very justifiable.

This morning I went out to the mouth of the Inlet and landed upon the West point and from the top of a pretty high hill which is there I had a view of the Coast to the NW, the farthest land I could see in that quarter was an Island about 10 Leagues off and lying pretty near the main and is the same as hath been before mentiond; between this Island and the place where I was lay some other Islands close under the Shore which forms several Bays, wherein there appears to be safe anchorage for Shipping. After I had set the different points &ca we errected upon the Top of the Hill a tower or pile of stones in which we left a peice of Silver Coin, some Musquet Balls Beeds &ca and left flying upon it a peice of an old pendant: after this we return'd to the boat and in our way to the Ship visited some of the natives we met with a long shore and purchas'd of them a small quantity of fish.
TUESDAY 30th. Winds at NW gentle breezes and fair weather. Early in the AM a boat was sent to one of the Islands to get sellery to boil for the peoples breakfasts, whilest our people were gathering of it near some empty hutts about 20 of the Natives landed there, men women and children, they had no sooner got out of their Canoes then 5 or 6 women set down together and cut and scarified their legs, thighs, Arms and faces some with shells and others with peices of jasper. So far as our people could understand them this was done on account of their husbands having been lately kill'd and devoured by their enimies; while the women were performing this ceremony the men went about repairing the hutts without shewing the least concern.

The Carpenter went into the woods with part of his crew to cut and square some timber to saw into boards for the use of the Ship and to prepare two posts to be set up with Inscriptions upon them.
WEDNESDAY 31st. Little wind and variable. In the PM the Carpenter having prepared the two Posts with inscriptions upon them seting forth the Ships name month and year, one of them was set up at the watering place on which was hoisted the Union flag and in the morning I took the other over to the Island which is known by the Name of Motu-ouru and is the one that lies nearest to the Sea but before I attempted to set up the post I went first to the Hippa having along with me Dr Munkhouse and Tupia, we here met with the old man I have before spoke of. The first thing I did was to inquire after the man said to be killd by our people and the one that was wounded at the same time, when it did not appear to me that any such accidents had happend. I next, by means of Tupia, explained to the old man and several others that we were come to set up a mark upon the Island in order to shew to any ship that might put into this place that we had been here before, they not only gave their free consent to set it up, but promise'd never to pull it down. I then gave to every one present one thing or a nother, to the old men I gave silver threepenny peices dated 1763 and spike nails with the Kings broad Arrow cut deep in them things that I thought were most likely to remain long among them.

After I had thus prepare'd the way for seting up the post we took it up to the highest part of the Island and after fixing it fast in the ground hoisted thereon the Union flag and I dignified this Inlet with the name of Queen Charlottes Sound and took formal posession of it and the adjacent lands in the name and for the use of his Majesty, we then drank Her Majestys hilth in a Bottle of wine and gave the empty bottle to the old man (who had attended us up the hill) with which he was highly pleased. Whilest the post was seting up we asked the old man about the Strait or passage into the Eastern Sea and he very plainly told us that there was a passage and as I had some conjectors that the lands to the sw of this strait (which we are now at) was an Island and not part of a continent we questioned the old man about it who said that it consisted of two Wannuaes, that is two lands or Islands that might be circumnavigated in a few days, even in four. This man spoke of three lands, the two above mentioned which he call'd Tovy-poenammu which signifies green Talk or stone such as the[y] Make their tools on, oramints &ca and for the third he pointed to the land on the East side of the Strait, this he said was a large land and that it would take up a great many moons to sail round it, or some thing to the same purpose – this he calld Aeheino mouwe a name m[an]y others before had call'd it by, that part which borders on the strait he calld Teirawhitte. After we had done our business upon the Island we return'd on board bringing the old man along with us who after dinner went ashore in a canoe that came to attend upon him.
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[The Endeavour got ready for sea, moved slowly out of Queen Charlotte Sound and headed south. The northerly entrance to the newly discovered strait Cook named Cape Palliser.]

[FEBRUARY 1770]

THURSDAY 8th. In the PM had a fresh breeze at NNE and Clowdy weather. At 3 oClock we were abreast of the Southermost point of land seen at noon which I named Cape Campbel, Latde 41°42' s. Longde 184°47' w; it lies SBW distt 12 or 13 Leagues from Cape Koamaroo and together with Cape Pallisser forms the Southern entrance of the Straits, the distce from the one to the other is 13 or 14 Leagues WBS & EBN.

From this Cape we steer'd along shore swbs untill 8 oClock when the wind died away, but an hour after a fresh breeze sprung up at sw and we put the Ship right before it. The reasons for my doing this was owing to a notion which some of the officers had just started that Aeheinomouwe was not an Island, founding their opinion on a suppotision that the land might extend away to the SE from between Cape Turn-again and Cape Pallisser, there being a space of about 12 or 15 Leagues which we had not seen. For my own part I had seen so far into this Sea the first time I discover'd the Strait, together with many other concurrent testimonies of its being an Island that no such supposition ever enter'd my thoughts, but being resolved to clear up every doubt that might arise on so important an object I took the oppertunity of the shifting of the wind to stand to the Eastward and accordingly steer'd NEBE all night. At 9 oClock AM we were abreast of Cape Pallisser where we found the land trend away NE towards Cape Turn-again which I reckoned to be distant from us about 26 Leagues: but as the weather was hazey so that we could not see above 4 or 5 Leagues ahead we still kept standing to the NE with a light breeze at South. A[t] Noon Cape Pallisser bore N 72° West distant 3 Leagues, our Latd by account is 31°30' South.
FRIDAY 9th. Gentle breezes at South and SSE, Hazey Clowdy weather. In the PM three Canoes came off to the Ship wherein were between 30 & 40 of the Natives who had been pulling after us some time; it appear'd from the behaver of these people that they had heard of our being upon the coast, for they came along side and some of them on board the Ship without shewing the least signs of fear: they were no sooner on board than they asked for nails: but when nails were given them they asked Tupia what they were which was plain that they had never seen any before, yet they not only knowed how to ask for them but knowed what use to apply them to and therefore must have heard of Nails which they call Whow, the name of a tool among them made generally of bone which they use as a chissel in makeing holes &ca. These people asking so readily for nails proves that their connections must extend as far North as Cape Kidnappers which is 45 Leagues, for that was the southermst place on this side of the coast we had any traffick with the natives, and it is most probable that the Inhabitants of Queen Charlottes Sound got the little knowlidge they seem'd to have of Iron by the connections they may have with the Terawhetteans bordering upon them, for we have no reason to think that the inhabitants of any part of this land had the least knowlidge of Iron before we came among them.

After a short stay these people were dismiss'd with proper presents and we continued our Course along shore to the NE until 11 oClock AM when the weather clearing up we saw Cape Turn-again bearing NBE¼E distant 7 Leagues. I then called the officers upon deck and asked them if they were now satisfied that this land was an Island to which they answer'd in the affirmative and we hauled our wind to the Eastward.
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[Cook sailed south-west for two weeks until he was abreast of the Otago peninsula.]
SUNDAY 25th. In the PM steerd SWBS and sw edgeing in for the land having the advantage of a fresh gale at north which I was over desirious of makeing the most of and by that means carried away the Main Top gt mast and Fore topmast studding sail boom, but these were soon replaced by others. Altho we kept at no great distance from the shore yet the weather was so hazey that we could see nothing destinct upon the land only that there were a ridge of pretty high hills lying parallel with and but a little way from the sea-coast, which lies sbw and NBE and seem'd to end in a high bluff point to the Southward, which we run the length of by 8 oClock, when being dark and not knowing which way the land trended we brought too for the night having run 15 Leagues upon a sw½S Course sence noon. The point bore at this time West distant about 5 Miles, depth of water 37 fathom the bottom small pebble stones. At 4 AM we made sail, but by this time the northerly wind was gone and was succeeded by one from the southward which proved very variable and unsteady. At day light the point above mentioned bore north distant 3 Leagues and we found that the land trended away from it SWBW as far as we could see. This point of land I have named Cape Saunders in honour of Sr Charles (Latitude 45°55' s, Longitude 189°4' West), it requ[i]res no description to know it by, the Latitude and the Angle made here by the Coast will be found quite sufficient; however there is a remarkable Saddle hill laying near the shore 3 or 4 Leagues sw of the Cape, by which it may always be known when on that side of it. From one to four Leagues north of the Cape the shore seem'd to form two or three Bays wherein there appeared to be anchorage and Shelter from sw, westerly and NW winds. I had some thoughts of bearing up for one of these places in the morning when the wind came to sw, but the fear of looseing time and the desire I had of pushing to the southward in order to see as much of the coast as possible, or if this land s[h]ould prove to be an Island to get round it, prevented me. Being not far from the shore all this morning we had an opportunity of viewing the land pretty distinctly: it is of a moderate height, full of hills which appear'd green and woody, but we saw not the least sign of Inhabitants. At Noon Cape Saunders bore N 30° w distant 4 Leagues; Latde per Log, for we had no Observation, 46°0' s.
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