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Introduction

“And now the pitcher holds the ball, and now he lets it go, And now the air is shattered by the force of Casey’s blow.”

Casey at the Bat

by Ernest Lawrence Thayer

Why Do I Need This Book?

THERE are two simple reasons. The first reason is that college costs are escalating. The second reason is that we can show you how to get free college funding.

Have you ever wondered how many high school graduates go on to enroll in college or at a university? of the students graduating from high school in 2008, 68.6% enrolled in college (Bureau of Labor statistics, 2009). With so many students going on to higher education, the sources of funding can get stretched thin.

But the benefits of a college degree are apparent. Especially during tough economic times, the advantage of a college degree can be seen in the unemployment rate. In October 2008, the unemployment rate for high school graduates stood at 26.7%. Young male college graduates had an 8.7% unemployment rate while young female college graduates had a 6.6% unemployment rate (Bureau of Labor statistics, 2009). This disparity highlights the rewards of a college education.

Still, the cost of attending college has been rising steadily. Since the 1997–1998 academic year, the annual average cost of tuition, fees, room, and board have increased 30% at public institutions and 23% at private institutions after adjusting prices for inflation (Snyder, Dillow, & Hoffman, 2009).

Pursuing a college degree is a sound financial decision, despite escalating college expenses. Of course, there are other benefits to college, such as social, intellectual, and emotional development, but the financial benefits are well documented. The census Bureau projected the lifetime earnings of a college graduate and a high school graduate. The difference is eye-opening. In a 2002 study titled The Big Payoff: Educational Attainment and Synthetic Estimates of Work-Life Earnings, the lifetime earnings in 1999 dollars were projected to be $2.1 million for a person with a 4-year degree but only $1.2 million for a worker with only a high school diploma (Day & Newburger, 2002).

It probably doesn’t require a lot of convincing to know that a college education can be expensive. And the benefits to earning potentials can be obvious to anyone taking a detailed look at the want ads (at least the ones that list salaries). Many people, though, don’t realize just how much financial aid is available.

The majority of undergraduate students receive financial aid. The U.S. Department of Education published a study titled the 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (Wei et al., 2009). In it, statistics showed the value of applying for financial aid. Sixtysix percent of undergraduates received some kind of financial aid. For those who received aid, the average amount was $9,100. This included loans and state and institutional aid (Wei et al., 2009). According to the same study, 52% of students who received aid were awarded grants, which averaged $4,900.

As we’ll show in this book, college funds are available from different sources. There are federal, state, and institutional sources. The 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (Wei et al., 2009) reported that 47% of undergraduates received federal aid, which averaged $6,600. State grants averaged $2,500 and went to 16% of undergraduates. Institutional grants went to 20% of undergraduates and averaged $5,000.

This Book’s Audience

This book is written for students who are looking for college funding, although we’re sure there’ll be some parents who will read it, too. The reason we address students in this book is because we believe in giving them responsibility for this process.

Whether you are a parent or a student, we encourage everybody reading this book to read all sections. As a parent, you want to understand the challenges and perspective of finding funding from the student’s position. As a student, you want to understand what your parents can do to help.

What We Mean by “College” and “Scholarship”

We use a little shorthand in this book. It would get tedious if, every time we want to say “an institution of higher education,” we had to spell out that we mean any educational situation beyond high school, whether it’s a trade school, a community college, a 4-year college, a university, or an online degree program.

Instead, we’ll just use the term college. So when we say we can help you go to college for free, we mean we can help you find funding for whichever educational setting you’re looking at.

But what about the term scholarship? We also use the term in a very generic way. We’re really talking about a source of money. But whenever we use the term scholarship, we’ll be talking about free money. We’ll talk a bit about loans, but we will never call a loan a scholarship.

Throughout the book, we include “scholarship spotlight” sections that highlight interesting scholarships, such as the listing for the $1,000 scholarship based on an essay on social nudity. Many are fun to read about, even if they don’t fall under your individual bailiwick. We also include some spotlights on more established scholarships that have a wider audience. We encourage students to apply for as many scholarships as they can and keep their minds open when searching.

Also in the book, we include “cash clue” sections that will be little nuggets of information to help you in your quest to fund college. For example, we suggest having highlighters handy when you read through funding material (including this book!) so you can highlight any section or passage that is of special interest to you.

Scholarship Money Available

According to the Illinois student Assistance commission (2009), a resident student’s average cost in the 2008–2009 academic year was more than $18,000 annually for a public 4-year college and more than $37,000 for a private college.

Depressing numbers, right? With these high costs of college, many parents find themselves withdrawing from their retirement accounts and taking out second mortgages. But there’s good news! There’s more than $134 billion available in scholarship money (Pope, 2007). We’ll help you get some of that money.

Why We Wrote This Book

A few years ago, when Doug’s daughter was a high school senior, she came home one day and mentioned there would be a parent meeting with the counselors to go over the FAFSA. “What’s a FAFSA?” Doug asked. His daughter shrugged and added, “something you need for college.” When Doug went to this meeting, he found that only five other parents had shown up—out of a senior class of more than 300 students. When he researched the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal student Aid), he learned that many of the books on the subject were too dense to easily digest.

Four years later, we had five children attending higher education, all at no cost to us. Our research, exploration, and parenting savvy have helped us guide our children to find the right careers, schools, and necessary funding. Our experiences will help you in your search for success in higher education.

We could tell you we set out to have five children and then devised a plan to have them all attending institutions of higher education with no cost to us. Yes, we could say that, but it would be a lie.

Like most people, there are some aspects of our lives that we planned; others just happened. We did plan to get married, of course, bringing together our families of two and three children, giving us that magical number of five kids. But with finances and the job market in flux, with gas prices and inflation taking more than our annual raises, financially we ended up taking one year, one month, and one week at a time. So when our first child applied for college admission, we began a crash course in figuring out how to help her find scholarships to pay for it.

We had one thing going for us. Although we hadn’t any concrete plans for funding our children in higher education, we knew some basic tenets for how scholarship money was awarded—and we practiced these tenets. Well, that’s part of the story.

You see, we stumbled upon a secret of raising children to be well-rounded adults. And guess what? That’s what colleges are looking for. Sure, they looked for talented individuals as well, and that’s why we made sure we exposed our children to as many different experiences as possible, helping them to find their natural interests and what their natural talents allowed them to excel at. Perhaps not all that surprisingly, this helped our children win scholarships.

We hope to give you some of our secrets and tips and at the same time show how these approaches can help you win that scholarship money.

We understand that it’s not easy. But we’ve been through the process, and we can help. We also know about what works in the larger sense. This book isn’t a list of scholarships and instructions telling you to apply for them. Those kinds of books are ok, but they don’t help much in telling you how to win those scholarships and what kind of game plan to have. We’ll give you a game plan and show you how to keep motivated. Keep an open mind, and we’ll help guide you to the promised land of full college funding.

What’s Up With the GRAND SLAM?

When we started organizing the material for this book, we ran into a lot of acronyms. Sometimes they’re useful, sometimes they’re a headache. We realized, though, that we could summarize our game plan for winning college scholarships with the acronym GRAND SLAM. Now, for those who don’t play or watch baseball, a grand slam is hitting a home run when the bases are loaded. It’s knocking one out of the park. And you can knock one out of the park with our GRAND SLAM approach to winning scholarships.

Get started now.

Research yourself, your interests, and your skills.

Analyze the fit/match between you and the college.

Navigate your way to scholarship money.

Develop an action plan.

Scholarships—find the ones you can win.

Learn how to write good essays.

Apply for scholarships and for admission to the college that’s right for you.

Maintain your advantage by following up.

We’ll talk more about the GRAND SLAM in the course of this book, and we’re sure it will help you with college funding.

Tricks of the Trade

Along with our GRAND SLAM method to help you find college funding, we have populated this book with tricks of the trade to help you. Our strategy will help you get your funding, because we take you through the complete process. We’ve discovered many students don’t know where to start.

So we’ll take you there, one step at a time, and give you tricks of the trade to better your chances of winning those scholarships. Some of the tricks of the trade we’ll tell you about include:


		scheduling a time and day each week for working on college choices and scholarships;

		keeping journals;

		maintaining computer files and organization strategies;

		updating progress charts;

		using books correctly by writing in the margins, taking notes, and using self-adhesive notes; and

		writing to-do lists.



Some Basic Acronyms

With any bureaucracy come acronyms. It’s a universal rule, like the second Law of Thermodynamics. With so much money at stake, it seems like the system would be designed to give students the best opportunity possible to understand the process and not be intimidating. That’s not necessarily the case! We’ll give you some basic acronyms to get you started, although you’ll probably run into more as you conduct your search for scholarship money. We suggest you find out what each acronym means and write the meaning in a notebook for later reference.

AP—Advanced Placement

EFC—Expected Family contribution

FAFSA — Free Application for Federal student Aid

FSEOG—Federal supplemental Educational opportunity Grant

GPA—Grade Point Average

NMSQT— National Merit scholarship Qualifying Test

PSAT/NMSQT—Preliminary SAT/National Merit scholarship Qualifying Test

SAR—Student Aid Report

URL—Uniform Resource Locator

Get Ready

This book can help you succeed in college, but you’re going to have to do the work. Reading alone won’t produce a single college or scholarship acceptance letter. Unless you actually sit down and write an essay, you won’t win any scholarships that require an essay in the application. We’ll make it as easy as we can, but ultimately you’re the one who’s going to achieve results.

We hope you not only enjoy reading this book, we hope it leads you to a successful career, starting with a college degree that was fully funded by sources other than your bank account. We would love to hear from you. Let us know how this book helped you.



1. Career Choices

So, What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up?

WE hope at some point you’ve thought about different careers. Although it’s fine to go to college with an undeclared major, it’s extremely helpful to have a general idea of the track you wish to pursue. How many people do you know with no idea what their dreams careers are? We’ll bet it’s plenty. So we’ve included some great strategies for helping you think about careers.

Of course, as parents, we understand there are other considerations. Not only do you want to make decisions that might have the biggest financial payoff down the road, you want emotional payoffs, too. Remember, money isn’t everything! satisfying careers can be low paying. Many people enjoy volunteer work or running a nonprofit organization. You want job satisfaction—to be happy doing what you do. Otherwise, you’ll spend years doing a job that provides little personal satisfaction. You want a career you’re proud of. That’s what we want for our own children, and it’s what we’ll help you achieve.

Imagine trying out for a baseball team and not knowing what position you want to play and for what position you have the most talent. These aren’t always the same, of course. Sometimes you want to play shortstop, but you don’t have the natural skills to field ground balls. But if you want to play that position, you can practice.

In the same way, you might have a natural ability for math, but you want to go into the visual arts. Again, practice will help you achieve what you want. By all means, you need to know if you’re a “people person” before launching a career in sales.

One thing is certain: You need to assess your skills and, actually, yourself. These kinds of questions will come up in scholarship applications, so by doing your homework now, you’ll be prepared to win those scholarships.

Where does a person start when considering higher education? This chapter!
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Cash Clue

Not all is lost if you’re not naturally gifted. Whether it’s sports or math, you can improve with practice!



Three Big Questions

What do you want to do?

What do you like to do?

What are you good at?

These questions are sometimes not easy to answer. There’s an entire industry built around the need for self-assessment. We don’t have to pay anyone, though, to tell us these things.

You might have an ironclad notion of where your career path will take you. Good for you! The majority of people, however, have ideas that are fuzzy at best.
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Cash Clue

Take a step back and think “big picture” for a moment. Maybe you’ve already focused on a career. Open your mind (ohhmmm...)and consider different possibilities. Write down 10 other careers and why you would or wouldn’t consider them.



Why Having an Idea of Career Choice Helps

Why do you need to know what your future career might be? Here are just a few reasons why:


		If your career choice is unclear, you might end up in a job you hate.

		Scholarship applications often ask for information about what you want to do with your life, especially with regard to a career. A firm career in mind will assist in the scholarship application process.

		Colleges and universities often have certain curriculums that are nationally recognized as being superior. Knowing what career to pursue can affect your choice of college and help you to avoid making a poor decision.

		Having a career goal might motivate you to get better grades, and good grades mean a higher GPA.

		You’ll be able to finally answer the question, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”



When to Start

It’s really never too early to consider the big issues of career choice and skill assessment. If you know what you want to do, you’re much more likely to get good grades to achieve your goal— and getting a career is definitely a goal. Not everybody who wants to be a doctor gets to be one. Medical schools turn down applicants in droves, and the training is arduous.

The eighth grade is a good grade to start considering your career and skills. If you’re thinking about working as a NASCAR mechanic, college prep classes might not be the best choice. You can start planning to take the appropriate courses when you start high school.

Another point to consider: Many people assume that scholarships are distributed only to high school seniors. Wrong! If you’re starting early, whether in grade school or at some point before your senior year, there are scholarships you can apply for.

By the time you’re a senior in high school, you’re already on the brink of the college admission and scholarship season. The paperwork alone can be daunting (and discouraging!).

If you’re not yet in high school, start now!

If you’re in high school, but not a senior, start now!

If you’re a high school senior, start as early as you can. (Like, “right now!”)
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Scholarship Spotlight

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers offers numerous scholarships to young artists and writers, including $10,000 scholarships to high school seniors who earn National Portfolio Gold Medals. Other scholarships can vary from $500 to full tuition (Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, 2009). For more details, visit http://www.artandwriting.org.



Career Choice, Pros and Cons

This book can’t do your work for you. You’re going to have to sit down and ask yourself the questions we pose in the book. We’ve discovered that setting up a pro/con list can help us to at least narrow down the answers to any tough question we’re facing.

Get a piece of paper and write down 10 career possibilities in a column. Add two other columns, one for pros and one for cons. Fill in any pros and cons you can think of.

Show the list to your friends. See if they can think of any pros and cons that you haven’t considered. Counselors and teachers can be approached, too. We’ve found that they’re in that profession for a reason—they enjoy helping students, so take advantage of that! Parents, too, can be a resource. They often have a better understanding of the financial pros and cons of certain careers than you might expect.

For example, you might list dentist as a career. In the pro column you could list good pay, good job security, good schedule, and helps people. In the con column, you could list extra college years needed, cost of insurance, can be repetitive, and need to be available for emergencies. For a journalist, the pros could be covering interesting events and seeing your name in print, while the cons could be a low starting pay and difficulty in breaking into the field. For a computer programmer, the pros could be good job outlook and good schooling available with the cons being the potential to get lonely in front of a computer all day and the need to keep updated with training on new applications. You get the idea. A sample list is provided in Figure 1.
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Cash Clue

We’ll discuss tools of the trade later, but we’ll spill the beans a little here and let you know one tool is a folder. Put your pro/con list in it for later reference and updating.



Of course, some aspects of a particular job will appear on some people’s pro list and on others’ con list. This list is meant to help you, and there are no hard and fast rules. Whatever works for you, do it.
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Here are some other considerations for your pro/con list:


		Is it an indoor job? outdoor? Will you work in a cubicle, in an office, or in a high-tech lab?

		How well does the job pay starting out? How about after a few years on the job? What about after 20 years of experience?

		Does the job entail working with others or are you sitting in front of a computer all day? Which would you prefer?

		Is there any travel associated with the job?

		How much independence will you have?

		Is this a kind of job being outsourced overseas?

		can you get this job anywhere in the country or will you have to move to a specific area?

		How much education is needed? Will you need to continue with schooling throughout your career to keep up with industry trends?



Self-Assessment

You probably know some of the things you’re good at and some not so much. Maybe you’re a great dancer. Does that help with your career-making decision? That depends. Maybe you love dancing and you want to run a small business such as a dance school. In that case, it definitely helps to dance well! (Imagine taking a dance lesson and seeing your instructor stumbling around, stepping on toes.)

[image: 25_img01.jpg]

The point here is that you shouldn’t worry about listing items that appear unrelated at first glance. Write down everything you’re good at. Are you a skilled conversationalist? Maybe you could consider a job with conflict negotiations, sales, or an employee relations department.

OK, time to take out your notebook again. This time, label three columns as strengths, weaknesses, and skills (see Figure 2). Be honest! This is to help you, and you don’t have to show it to a soul. For example, under strengths you might list writing and hard worker. Under weaknesses you could list not good with people and math. Under skills you might list mechanically inclined and athletic.

Hang on to this list—you’ll use it in a minute.
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Cash Clue

Searching online for “best paying job” and “computer career” and other word combinations is a great way to come across careers you might not have otherwise thought of.



Combining the Lists

Now it’s time to look at your list of career choices and see if your strengths, weaknesses, and skills match up. If you want feedback, this is a great time to talk to a high school counselor. You also can contact the college you’re considering, locate a department faculty member, and fire off an e-mail asking if your strengths and weaknesses are in line with someone in that field of study.

If you feel good that your ideal career jibes well with your strengths, weaknesses, and skills—great! Read on. If not, get feedback, rinse, and repeat.

A Question to Ask

OK, so you have an idea of what you want to do, at least in general, and you have some idea of your skill sets. Now is the time to find someone who is actually working in that career field and ask, “What are the three things I should know about going into this field that I probably don’t know now?”
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Cash Clue

If your parent has any friends (or friends of friends) working in a career field you’re considering, ask if that friend will talk about it to you.



The Career Folder and Notebook

As you move ahead in your planning, you’ll want to keep records. You’ll want to know what led you to make certain decisions.

It’s important that you have a notebook and a file folder. You can cut out (from magazines and newspapers) or print (from the Internet) articles describing careers to go into your folder. In your notebook, you can write down your pro/con lists, and we suggest adding a journal-style (dated) entry every now and then and explain to yourself why you haven’t changed your mind about your career path, or explain to yourself why you might be starting to lean in another direction.

Exploring Options

Unless you’ve always known what you want to do, keep your options open for as long as possible. There’s no need to commit to a particular course right away. What if you change your mind? use your journal/notebook and continue to make entries. Whenever you meet someone who works in a field you considered at one time (but perhaps veered away from), talk about your choices. At the very least, you’ll get a good feeling that you’ve made the right choice.

OK, How About a Day Job?

Let’s say you want to write bestselling novels. If you’re successful, you probably will earn enough money from that to live on. The same goes for being a world-renown musician. However, the odds are against you. Most beginning artists have “day jobs,” which pay enough to support their true love of playing music or writing novels (or painting or whatever).

The same rules apply to your “day job.” You might know what career you want, but you have to be realistic. Go for your dreams, but make sure you have a backup plan, your day job, and make sure it’s one you like! (Doug’s day job lasted 25 years.)

A good example of planning for a day job is our youngest son. He loves to play trombone and wants to be a professional jazz musician. He’s decided to pursue a major in music and take the classes he needs to qualify as a high school music teacher and band director. This way, he’ll have nights, weekends, and summers to pursue his dream job.

Why Career Assessments Are Important

The choice of a career or at least a career direction certainly plays an influence of what type of scholarship (and other) money you’ll be most likely to win.

It’s a lot easier to search for money when you can narrow the field to a specific career or major. Searching online for “physics” will be more productive than looking for “science” and looking for “college money for science” will be more specific than searching for “college money.”

Careers that are in the highest demand usually have the highest number of scholarships and grants. Take nursing, for example. In many states there are programs that will pay full tuition for a nursing degree in return for a specific number of years spent nursing in that state after graduation.

How This Affected Us—Two Case Studies

Our daughter Lynn was able to decide on a vocation early in high school: teaching. She had the right skills, and the job suited her demeanor. This allowed Lynn to join the Future Teachers of America and focus on taking high school classes in areas that would specifically benefit her later in college and on scholarship applications. She also took several Advanced Placement classes so that upon entering college she had credits equivalent to a full semester. This was a great achievement to add to her scholarship applications, as it showed she was capable of setting goals and achieving them.

Our son Thomas wanted to serve his country before settling on a career and college. He spent 4 years in the U.S. Marine Corps, learning about himself and gaining experience in different career fields. The experience gleaned in the Marine Corps enabled him to zero in on criminal justice as a major, and he was able to take some college courses while he was on active duty. These course credits were transferable, and he shortened the amount of time he would need to earn his degree after his service period was over. And of course, by joining a branch of the military, he was able to be assured of government financial aid through the GI Bill.

The earlier you can decide on a career, the more opportunity you have of taking advantage of what your high school offers. If you want to be a electrician or mechanic, many high schools offer technical courses off campus where you can take electrical and automotive classes. The same holds for business majors with classes from DECA, the Distributive Education clubs of America. Showing that you know your future goals will influence scholarship boards in making the decision on whether or not to award you funding.

Career and Financial Trade-Offs

It’s helpful to consider the general popularity of a career field. Careers that are easier to attain and are pursued by a greater number of people generally will have less free funding available because federal and state programs zero in on the high-need careers. If you want to be, say, an auto mechanic, you might have to look harder for scholarships than if you plan to be a veterinarian. Like with other economic issues, it’s a question of supply and demand. The trick is to learn to combine your search for scholarships with careers that match your talents, abilities, hobbies, and interests.

Colleges and Careers

When you’re considering specific careers, it’s a good idea to check college websites to see what kind of information they have about helping students achieve those careers.

Many colleges now have virtual tours and also will send out information packets. These might give you some ideas about how well suited you are to the career field you have chosen.

The G in GRAND SLAM

Remember our GRAND SLAM acronym? Perhaps the most important letter is the first, G. Get started now. If you’re starting early, great. It’s still important to get started now. Time slips by incredibly fast, and there will be unforeseen roadblocks along the way. If you’re getting a late start, you don’t have a moment to lose. There are deadlines for scholarship applications, and you need time to gather your resources, time to practice essay writing, and time to choose a college!

So please, get started now. Well, at least as soon as you finish reading this book.
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Scholarship Spotlight

The Duck Brand Duct Tape Stuck at Prom Contest offers a $3,000 scholarship to the winning couple that makes their prom outfits out of duct tape (“Duck Brand Duct Tape Stuck at Prom Scholarship Winners,” 2009)! For details, visit http://www.stuckatprom.com/contests/prom.





2. How What You Do (Inside and Out side the Classroom) Influences Scholarship Money

Wow, Now That’s a Chapter Title!

BUT it expresses what we want to talk about in this chapter.

If you think about it, a scholarship application is a series of questions asking for information about you. Yes, there are plenty of scholarships that will require a one-on-one interview, but the interviews usually occur at some point past the first round. That is, out of all of the applications for a particular scholarship, maybe 10 or 20% get approved for the first round. At that point, the remaining candidates might get called in for an interview. Of course, there could be another round or two before an interview occurs, which is how it happened with our daughter Lynn. For her, the third round was the interview round.

The initial application asks questions so that the people with the scholarship money to dole out can find out about you. Scholarship money goes to people in different categories, of course. Some go to people who show the most talent in, say, mathematics. Others might go into a particular profession, such as teaching. Still others are based simply on the best essay on a particular subject.

But for the most part, scholarship applications want to find out who you are and what you’ve done with your life, both inside and outside the classroom.

Why? Because that’s how scholarship judges know (with as much certainty as possible) that the scholarship money is going to the kinds of people for whom the money is intended. For example, they certainly don’t want to award scholarships to students who seem destined to drop out of college. Therefore, anything in your background that demonstrates the ability to stick to long-term commitments is a good thing.

Another good point to make regards summer vacations. The activities you participate in during summer vacations can indicate to colleges what you’re passionate about (Berger, 2008). Information about summer camps and programs in every area of interest can be found online by doing a search for “summer opportunities.”
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Scholarship Spotlight

The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation awards scholarship funds up to $30,000 for college juniors who want to pursue graduate degrees in public service fields. The foundation also assists with career counseling and internship placement (Truman Scholarship Foundation, 2009). For more details, visit http://www.truman.gov. Don’t forget that you’ll want to keep applying for scholarships even after you’ve entered college!



Things You Did Before Entering High School

Maybe the things you did before entering high school aren’t as important as what you’ve done in your junior and senior years in high school, but they can make a difference in the scholarship selection process. Anything can make a difference in the scholarship application process, so what you can put in your application to give you an edge is desirable for people wanting full college funding for free.

The other thing about what you did before entering high school, and keep this in mind when you start writing essays, is that what you did laid down a foundation for things that came later. For example, if you were in the cub scouts and later became a Boy scout, or the Brownies and the Girl scouts, this would show commitment and a progression that would look good to scholarship judges.

For preteens, it’s a good idea to get involved with community organizations, volunteer work, and sports. Although we’re here to help you win scholarship money, we also have a strong desire to help parents raise children who are healthy, well-adjusted, and productive. We involved our children in intramural sports starting in the third grade because we believe sports help children grow into mature, responsible adults by teaching them about teamwork, communication, and how to handle disappointment. One of the most important lessons we hammered home with our kids is that losing a game doesn’t make a kid a loser. Everyone loses at one point or another.

When you start the scholarship application process, we’ll show you how to approach it. One of the tricks of the trade we’ll tell you about is keeping notebooks or word processing files with your relevant information on it. One of the things you’ll want to document is your involvement with activities before high school.

Extracurricular Activities

Next to scholastic achievement, participation in extracurricular activities is the most important aspect of scholarship applications. Although we encourage students to get good grades, that should not be an excuse to stay out of participating in other activities. Scholarship judges generally look for well-rounded candidates. Participation in extracurricular activities shows them that you’re not one-dimensional. Don’t go overboard, though. Dedication to a few organizations and taking leadership roles can count more than simply being on multiple membership lists.

Keep an open mind when you think about the extracurricular activities you participate in. For example, if you’ve helped out with your church doing volunteer work, list it. For example, our daughter Lynn took on the responsibility of helping out with the daycare at the church. This enabled her to realize that she enjoyed working with children, a fact that would lead her to a career decision to become a teacher. Of course, because she was able to get focused so early, she was able to put together a wonderful scholarship application and won enough to pay her way for 4 years at college.
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It’s not too late to do volunteer work that will make your scholarship applications stand out above other applications.



Talent and Drive in Our Children

We’re taking a personal approach in this book, hoping that by sharing our experiences, we’ll give you ideas with which to win scholarships. And so we want to share our observations about our children and the differences we noted between talent and drive.

Thomas

One of the most remarkable talents that Thomas has is his ability to organize complex tasks. You could unload 20 eighteen-wheelers full of unmarked boxes with a wide array of stock, and within a few days, he could have a logistics program up and running that would be able to ship an item overnight to anywhere in the world. That’s his talent, but his drive was to join the Marine Corps. It was that way ever since he got his first G.I. Joe when he was 9 years old. He ended up in the Marine Corps, of course, and was employed in logistics. With funding provided by the GI Bill, he now attends a community college and plans to go into law enforcement. As anyone who has watched CSI or Forensic Files knows, analyzing a crime scene requires the analytical and organizational skills that will help Thomas to excel in this field. Eventually, he would like to open his own security business.

Grace

Grace also has a talent that is related to her drive: photography. Perhaps it was our visits to museums when she was younger that instilled a sense of visual art in her. Photography is much more complex than point and click, and Grace understood this at an early age. Her talent and the ability to put together a brilliant portfolio enabled her to get an internship with a major photography studio.

Lynn

We’ve already talked about Lynn, and how her talent with working with children matched her drive to become a teacher. Her membership in the Future Teachers of America organization helped her to win a teaching fellowship that has paid for her 4 years of college tuition. We should note that some of the scholarship money we talk about in this book comes with a few stipulations. As with most teaching fellowships, after she graduates, Lynn will be required to teach in her state for 4 years to meet her scholarship obligations. But because this was her career goal all along, we look at this as simply a geographical restriction.

Are you noticing a trend?

When talents align well with the drive toward a particular career, good things (such as free college funding) happens.

Scott

Scott has a talent for mathematics and academics in general. He earned all A’s on his report cards, and in the 10th grade, he decided to apply to the North Carolina school of science and Math (NCSSM), a premiere boarding school that only enrolls gifted students. He was accepted at NCSSM and went there for the 11th and 12th grades. Scott automatically received a 4-year scholarship to any North Carolina university upon graduation. He is attending North Carolina state university where he is majoring in physics. He also received scholarships from Boy scouts and church, as well as a $2,700 scholarship for children of former members of the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC). He has decided to go on to graduate school and is already applying for scholarships to MIT.

Alan

Alan’s love of music led him to long hours of practice with his trombone. He attended numerous band camps, receiving instruction from a variety of well-known musicians. He also tried out for all-county bands, where he was usually seated very high. As a high school senior, he auditioned for a spot with the Greensboro symphony Youth orchestra in North Carolina and was selected. His love of music and his accompanying talent helped him to win scholarships designed for music majors.

Self-Assessments

Self-assessments are important because they will help you to decide what major to choose in college and what career to pursue, and both of these have an effect on which college you wish to attend. For example, if you’re analytical in nature, an engineering college might be the best choice for you.

Self-assessments also will come into play when you start applying for scholarships. Scholarship applications will ask what you want to accomplish in school (and in life), and self-assessments will help you write answers that are well thought out.
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Here is our simple plan for conducting an effective self-assessment: on a blank sheet of paper, make two columns. Make a title for column one: Things I’m Good At. Write down everything that you feel you’re good at. If you’re a good speaker, write it down. Good at a particular sport? Write it down. For the second column, write down: Things I’m Interested In. Fill in this column with subjects you feel would inspire you to work hard and might be related to what you feel would make a great career for you. See Figure 3 for an example.

Save this for later when you’re applying for scholarships and college admissions. It will save you a lot of time, like it did for us.

The Importance of Self-Assessments for Scholarships

We found that the self-assessments were essential background homework for many of the essay questions our children answered. There are some essay questions that simply require some thought such as “What would be your first act as President?” other questions, though, strike at the heart of the self-assessment. For example, consider the following question: “If you could have any career in the world and money wasn’t an issue, what would you do?” Now, isn’t it great that you already have completed a list of things that interest you?

Beyond having the list handy, we believe these self-assessments are a work-in-progress. As people get exposed to new situations and experiences, their likes and dislikes evolve. Your list might change, but you’ll always be aware of those changes. That change in itself might make for a great essay topic. We want to keep stressing that essays are an extremely important part of the scholarship application. Anything that can give you an edge, such as your thoughtful self-assessments, will help you win scholarship money.
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Some of the skills we talk about are important to not only finding scholarships, they’re also important for a student to be successful at college.



Scholarships Sources

We’ll get into more detail later about where to go online to hunt for scholarships. For now, keep an open mind about scholarship sources. Always have your eyes and ears open. We didn’t find out until Scott’s second year in college that there were scholarships available for the children of former U.S. Marine Corps personnel.

As we’ll show you, the main sources of scholarship money will be scholarship databases. In some of these, you enter data about yourself, such as your interests and possible college major (the advantage of self-assessments!) and the database presents you with a list of possible matches. Other databases will present you with scholarships listed in categories.

We don’t believe definitions are very helpful to finding funding, but we’ll go through a few here just to keep everyone on the same page.


		A scholarship is a monetary award meant to help further someone’s education.

		A grant is a monetary award of aid to people who fit certain criteria. For example, there are many minority-based grants.

		Some scholarships are institutional. That is, these scholarships go only to students who are attending that particular institution.

		There are a lot of scholarships and grants that are need-based. These scholarships are designed to help students who are not financially well off and who might not be able to afford to attend college without the help of scholarship money.



Other scholarships fit into a general category. These could be scholarships based on athletics or intention to enter a particular field of study.

Scholarships are awarded to students involved with Boy scouts or Girl scouts, who fit within a particular minority group, who excel at music or sports or academics, who have a proven financial need, who write outstanding essays, and whose parents were employed in the federal government. With so many scholarship opportunities out there, we’re surprised that more students don’t go at the hunt for scholarships with more zeal.

As you can see, the self-assessments are already starting to make sense when taking a look at the categories of scholarships and grants.
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Scholarship Spotlight

The American Sheep Industry Association offers $1,000 and $2,000 awards to promote the versatility of wool fabrics and yarns. Contestants are encouraged to express their creativity in spinning, knitting, sewing, crocheting, and weaving (American Sheep Association, 2009). For more details, visit http://www.sheepusa.org/MIWW_Contest_Information.
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