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				Introduction

				To call the Motorola Droid X another cellphone is to do the gizmo a disservice. Sure, it can make phone calls. More than that, though, it’s a portable technology marvel. As such, the Droid X can be a daunting device. In fact, I know a lot of people who shy away from using their cellphones beyond using its basic phone features simply because of the complexity. That’s sad.

				The factor that’s probably most intimidating about the Droid X is that it’s a smartphone. People don’t like using devices that they believe are smarter than they are. But — trust me on this one — it isn’t the phone that’s smart.

				Nope, even though the Droid X is an amazing piece of technology, it harbors no native intelligence. The only way to prove it to you is to write a book explaining how the Droid X works and do it in an informative, relaxing, and often humorous manner, which is exactly what this book does.

				About This Book

				This book is a reference. I don’t intend for you to read it from cover to cover. Instead, you’ll find each chapter to be its own, self-contained unit, covering a specific topic about using the Droid X phone. Each chapter is further divided into sections representing a task you perform with the phone or explaining how to get something done. Sample sections in this book include

				Typing on your phone

				Receiving a new call when you’re on the phone

				Setting up Visual Voice Mail

				Taking a picture and sending it to Facebook

				Turning your phone into a deejay

				Dialing an international number

				Battery-saving tips

				You have nothing to memorize, no mysterious utterances, no animal sacrifices, and definitely no PowerPoint presentations. Instead, every section explains a topic as though it’s the first thing you read in this book. Nothing is assumed, and everything is cross-referenced. Technical terms and topics, when they come up, are neatly shoved to the side, where they’re easily avoided. The idea here isn’t to learn anything. This book’s philosophy is to help you look it up, figure it out, and get back to your life.

				How to Use This Book

				This book follows a few conventions for using the Droid X. The main way you interact with your phone is by using its touchscreen, which is the glassy part of the phone as it’s facing you. Buttons also adorn the Droid X, all of which are explained in Part I of this book.

				There are various ways to touch the screen, which are explained and named in Chapter 3.

				Chapter 4 discusses text input on the Droid X, which involves using a multitouch keyboard on the screen. New to many smartphones in addition to the Droid X, the Swype keyboard is featured for superfast text entry. And, when you tire of typing, you can always input text on your Droid X by dictation.

				This book directs you to do things on your phone by following numbered steps. Each step involves a specific activity, such as touching something on the screen. For example:

				 3. Choose Downloads.

				This step directs you to touch the text or item on the screen labeled Downloads. You might also be told to do this:

				 3. Touch Downloads.

				[image: 903193-ma001.tif] Some phone options can be turned off or on, as indicated by a gray box with a green check mark in it, as shown in the margin. By touching the box on the screen, you add or remove the green check mark. When the green check mark appears, the option is on; otherwise, it’s off.

				[image: 903193-ma002.tif] You can use the barcodes in the margins to install recommended apps. To install an app, scan its barcode using special software you install on the Droid X. Chapter 19 discusses how to add software to your phone, and Chapter 25 discusses how to use the Barcode Scanner app. You can use the app to read the barcodes.

				Foolish Assumptions

				Even though this book is written with the gentle handholding required by anyone who is just starting out, or who is easily intimidated, I have made a few assumptions. For example, I assume that you’re a human being and not merely a cleverly disguised owl.

				My biggest assumption: You have a Droid X phone by Motorola. Though you can use this book generically with any Android phone, it’s specific to the things the Droid X can do.

				In the United States, cellular service for the Droid X is provided by Verizon. Many things that the Droid X can do are based on the services Verizon offers, such as Visual Voice Mail or the Backup Assistant feature.

				I also assume that you have a computer, either a desktop or laptop. The computer can be a PC or Windows computer or a Macintosh. Oh, I suppose it could also be a Linux computer. In any event, I refer to your computer as “your computer” throughout this book. When directions are specific to a PC or Mac, the book says so.

				Programs that run on the Droid X are apps, which is short for applications. A single program is an app.

				Finally, this book doesn’t assume that you have a Google account, but already having one helps. Information is provided in Chapter 2 about setting up a Google account — an extremely important part of using the Droid X. Having a Google account opens up a slew of useful features, information, and programs that make using your Droid X phone more productive.

				How This Book Is Organized

				This book has been sliced into six parts, each of which describes a certain aspect of the Droid X or how it’s used.

				Part I: Hello, Droid X

				This part of the book serves as your introduction to the Droid X. Chapters cover setup and orientation and familiarizing you with how the phone works. Part I is a good place to start, plus you discover things in this part that aren’t obvious from just guessing how the phone works.

				Part II: Your Basic Phone

				Nothing is more basic for a phone to do than make calls, which is the topic of the chapters in this part of the book. The Droid X can make calls, receive calls, and serve as an answering service for calls you miss. It also manages the names of all the people you know and even those you don’t want to know but have to know anyway.

				Part III: Other Forms of Communication

				The Droid X is about more than just telephone communications. Part III of this book explores other ways you can use your phone to stay in touch with people, the Internet, and other gizmos such as your desktop computer or a Bluetooth headset. Chapters in this part explain how to use text messaging, send and receive email, browse the Web, use social networking, and set up your phone for networking, among other things.

				Part IV: O What Your Phone Can Do!

				This part of the book explores those non-phone things that your phone can do. For example, your phone can find things on a map, give you verbal driving directions, take pictures, shoot videos, play music, play games, and do all sorts of wonderful things that no one would ever think that a phone can do. The chapters in this part of the book get you up to speed on those activities.

				Part V: Off the Hook

				The chapters in this part of the book discuss a slate of interesting topics, from taking the phone overseas and making international calls to customizing it to the necessary chores of maintenance and troubleshooting.

				Part VI: The Part of Tens

				Finally, this book ends with the traditional For Dummies Part of Tens, where each chapter lists ten items or topics. For the Droid X, the chapters include tips, tricks, shortcuts, things to remember, plus a list of some of my favorite Droid X phone apps.

				Icons Used in This Book

				[image: tip_4c.eps] This icon flags useful, helpful tips or shortcuts.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] This icon marks a friendly reminder to do something.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] This icon marks a friendly reminder not to do something.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] This icon alerts you to overly nerdy information and technical discussions of the topic at hand. Reading the information is optional, though it may win you a pie slice in Trivial Pursuit.

				Where to Go from Here

				Start reading! Observe the Table of Contents and find something that interests you. Or, look up your puzzle in the index. When those suggestions don’t cut it, just start reading Chapter 1.

				My email address is dgookin@wambooli.com. Yes, that’s my real address. I reply to all the email I get, and you’ll get a quick reply if you keep your question short and specific to this book. Although I do enjoy saying Hi, I cannot answer technical support questions, resolve billing issues, or help you troubleshoot your phone. Thanks for understanding.

				You can also visit my Web page for more information or as a diversion: www.wambooli.com.

				[image: 903193-ma002.tif] Enjoy the book and your Droid X!

				Please note that some special symbols used in this ePub may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

			

		

	
		
			
				Part I

				Hello, Droid X

			
				[image: 903193-pp0101.eps]
			

				In this part . . .

				Oh give me a phone,Yes a phone of my own,One that’s handy and not too complexI will not bemoanWhether G3 or roam,‘Cause it’s not just a phone, it’s Droid X

				This first part of the book covers basic orientation of your Motorola Droid X phone, from setup and configuration, to discovering how the phone interacts with you, the human. It’s your introduction to one of the few inanimate objects you’ll ever own that you constantly will be saying “Hello” to.

			

			
			

			
				[image: 903193-pp0102.tif]
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				1

				Your Very Own Droid X

				In This Chapter

				Putting your phone together

				Charging the battery

				Identifying the phone’s pieces parts

				Taking the phone with you

				Keeping the phone in one place

				The word droid comes from android, which is used in science fiction literature to refer to a robot in human form, such as the people who work the ticket counters in airports. An android differs from your run-of-the-mill robot, which may be an ugly thing that assembles cars or vacuums floors. Android was shortened to droid most notably in the Star Wars films. In fact, curiously, Motorola licenses the term Droid from Lucasfilm.

			
				[image: 903193-co0101.eps]
			

				You don’t have to license anything to use your Droid X phone. You do have to free it from the confines of its packaging and set the thing up. Then I recommend that you get to know your way around the Droid X, by identifying its various parts, buttons, and whatnot. This chapter handles those orientation chores.

				Initial Droid X Setup

				Harbor no fear about your phone ringing inside its box. The ringing would be nifty, especially if you answered and heard a cheerful voice say, “Hello from your new Droid X phone!” It doesn’t happen, though. That’s either because someone else already set things up for you or the battery isn’t installed inside the phone. It shouldn’t be a big deal. When it is, just use the helpful advice found in this section.

				Looking in the box

				Several items come in the Droid X box. Even though you’ve probably opened the box already, or the people who sold you the phone have done so, I suggest that you take a moment to locate and identify each of these goodies:

				The Droid X phone

				Miscellaneous papers, the instructions, the warranty, and perhaps the Getting Started foldout

				The phone’s battery and back cover (if the battery isn’t installed)

				A micro–USB cable

				A power adapter

				[image: tip_4c.eps] The Droid X may ship with a sheet of plastic over its screen, which tells you where various features are located. You can remove the plastic at this time.

				Beyond the items I just listed, you might have been given a bonus package of goodies from whoever sold you the phone. If the person was classy, you have a handy little tote bag with perhaps the Verizon logo on it. If you look inside the bag, you might find these items:

				A smart-looking, leatherette belt-clip phone jacket

				A micro–USB car charger

				Headphones

				Even more random pieces of paper

				The most important doodad is the phone itself, which might require some assembly before you can use it; refer to the next section for assembly directions.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] I recommend keeping the instructions and other information as long as you own the phone: The phone’s box makes an excellent storage place for that stuff — as well as for anything else you don’t plan to use right away.

				If anything is missing or appears to be damaged, contact Motorola for support at (800) 734-5870, or online at

				motorola.com/support

				Installing the phone’s battery

				When your phone comes disassembled inside its box, your first duty as a new Droid X owner is to install the battery. Your second duty is to charge the battery. Installing the battery is easy, and charging it doesn’t require a lightning storm and a kite.

				If the nice people who sold you the phone already installed the battery, the phone is ready for charging; see the next section. Otherwise, you can install the battery yourself by following these steps:

				 1. Ensure that the phone is turned off.

				 There’s no need to follow this step unless you got all excited and already turned on your Droid X. If so, see Chapter 2 for information on turning off the phone.

				 2. Flip the phone over so that the front (the glassy part) is facing away from you.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] Don’t remove the phone’s cover when the phone is turned on. You should also disconnect any cables or the headset, if they’re attached.

				 3. If necessary, remove the back cover: Place both thumbs on the center part of the back cover and gently slide the back cover downward using your thumbs. Lift the back cover and set it aside.

				 A gentle push is all that’s required; feel free to squeeze the phone as you push upward. The back cover slides down a wee bit, about 1//8 of an inch.

				 4. If you have a new phone and the battery hasn’t yet been installed, unwrap the battery and the phone’s back cover.

				 Again, if they weren’t installed, you’ll need to free the battery and the Droid X’s back cover from the confines of their plastic mummy wrap before you can complete phone setup. Also, you can remove the plastic coating from the back cover.

				 5. Orient the battery so that its metallic contacts are in the lower right corner as you’re looking at the back of the phone.

				 The battery is shaped like a giant, square mint cookie, the fudgy kind that the doctor advised you not to eat.

				 6. Insert the bottom edge of the battery first, and then lower the top edge like you’re closing the lid on a tiny box.

				 See Figure 1-1 for help in positioning and inserting the battery. Its metal contacts should be on the lower right edge as you insert the battery into the phone, as illustrated in the figure.

				 When the battery is fully inserted, it snaps into place. The back of the battery is flush with the back of the phone; it doesn’t stick up, not one itty bit.

				 7. Replace the phone’s back cover.

				 The cover has four prongs that slide into four slots on the back of the phone. Position the cover over the slots and it falls into place. Then slide up the cover with your thumbs until it snaps into place.

				After the battery is installed, the next step is to charge it. Continue reading in the next section.

				[image: 903193-fg0101.tif]

				Figure 1-1: Inserting the phone’s battery.

				Charging the battery

				After you insert the battery into your new phone, the next step is to charge it. It’s cinchy:

				 1. Plug the phone’s charging adapter into a wall socket.

				 2. Plug the phone into the charger cord.

				 The charger cord plugs into the micro–USB connector, found on the phone’s left side. The connector plugs in only one way.

				As the phone charges, the notification light on the phone’s front side lights up. When the light is orange-yellow, the phone is charging. When the light is green, the phone is fully charged.

				Wait until the notification light turns green before unplugging the phone from its power cable, especially the first time you charge the phone.

				The notification light uses three colors: amber for charging, green for fully charged, and red as the battery-low warning light.

				As the phone charges, the notification light on the phone’s front side may light up. See Chapter 3 for information on reviewing notifications.

				You can use the phone while it’s charging.

				The Droid X uses any standard cellphone charger. The charger must have a micro–USB connector to be able to plug into the phone.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] You can charge the Droid X in your car, using what was once called a cigarette lighter. Simply ensure that you buy a car cellphone charger that features a micro–USB connector.

				The phone also charges itself when it’s plugged into a computer using either the USB cable that comes with the phone or any micro–USB cable attached to a computer. The computer must be on for charging to work.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] A micro–USB connector has a flat, trapezoid shape, which makes it different from the mini–USB connector, which is squat and slightly larger and used primarily on evil cellphones.

				Droid X Orientation

				How long has it been since you’ve actually dialed a phone? I don’t mean since you punched in a number — I mean used a rotary dial to dial a phone? Are you old enough to remember how much you disliked calling people who had too many nines or zeros in their phone number? Oh, but I date myself.

				A term such as dial a phone, or even hang up, is jargon from a bygone era. Here in the 21st century, new terms are required in order to describe the knobs, gizmos, and doodads that festoon a modern cellphone, such as the Droid X. Consider this your basic orientation and familiarization section.

				Knowing what’s what on your phone

				Like all other confusing things, the Droid X attempts to intimidate you with some new terms for its features, not to mention that you may not be aware of all its available hardware features. Fret not, gentle reader.

				Figure 1-2 illustrates the names of all the useful knobs and doodads on the front of your phone. Figure 1-3 illustrates the same thing, but for your phone’s backside.

				The terms referenced in both Figures 1-2 and 1-3 are the same as the ones used elsewhere in this book, as well as in whatever scant Droid X documentation exists.

				The phone’s power button, which turns the phone off or on, is found on top of the phone, as shown in Figures 1-2 and 1-3.

				The main part of the phone is the touchscreen display. You use the touchscreen with one or more of your fingers to control the phone, which is where it gets the name touchscreen.

				[image: 903193-fg0102.eps]

				Figure 1-2: Your phone’s face.

				Soft buttons appear below the touch screen (refer to Figure 1-2). They have no function unless the phone is turned on.

				Yes, the main microphone is on the bottom of the phone. Even so, it still picks up your voice, loud and clear. You don’t need to hold the phone at an angle for the bottom microphone to work.

				The two bonus microphones (refer to Figure 1-3) are for noise-cancelling purposes. They help reduce background noise, which means that you hear people on the phone more clearly and they hear you more clearly. You do not speak into the noise-cancelling microphones.

				The rear speaker is designed for video and other audio playback.

				You adjust the phone’s volume by using the Volume button on the phone’s right side (refer to Figure 1-2).

				The Volume buttons also serve as a Zoom function when using the Droid X as a camera. See Chapter 15 for additional details.

				Yes, the Droid X lacks a physical keyboard. Instead, an onscreen keyboard is used, as covered in Chapter 4.

				[image: 903193-fg0103.eps]

				Figure 1-3: Your phone’s rump.

				Listening with earphones

				The Droid X most likely didn’t come with earphones or any form of headset in the box. That’s not a reason to give up on the concept. In fact, the nice people who sold you the Droid X might have tossed in a set of earbud-style earphones for you to use. If not, well then, they weren’t that nice, were they?

				You’re probably familiar with the earbud type of earphone: The buds are set into your ears. The sharp, pointy end of the earphones — what you don’t want to stick into your ear — goes into the top of the phone.

				Between the earbuds and the sharp, pointy thing is often found a control noodle on which a button sits. The button can be used to mute the phone or to start or stop playback of music when the Droid X is in its music-playing mode.

				You can also use the control noodle to answer the phone when it rings.

				Usually, a teensy hole on the back side of the noodle serves as the phone’s microphone. The hole allows you to use the earphones as a hands-free headset with the Droid X.

				You can purchase any cellphone headset for use with the Droid X. Any standard earphones work, though some headsets may feature noodle buttons that may not work on the Droid X.

				The earbuds are labeled R for right and L for left.

				You don’t use the earphone’s noodle to set the phone’s volume, either in a call or while you’re listening to music. Instead, the phone’s volume is set by using the volume control buttons found on the side of the phone, as illustrated in Figures 1-2 and 1-3.

				See Chapter 17 for more information on using your Droid X as a portable music player.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] Be sure to fully insert the earphone connector into the phone. The person you’re talking with cannot hear you well when the earphones are plugged in only part of the way.

				You can also use a Bluetooth headset with your phone, to listen to a call or some music. See Chapter 13 for more information on Bluetooth attachments for the Droid X.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] I find it best to fold the earphones when I don’t need them, as opposed to wrapping them up in a loop: Put the earbuds and connector in one hand and then pull the wire out straight with the other hand. Fold the wire in half, and then in half again. You can then put the earphones in your pocket or on a tabletop. By folding the wires, you avoid creating the wire-ball-of-Christmas-tree-lights that would otherwise happen.

				Exploring your phone’s guts

				It rarely happens, but occasionally you may need to examine the intricacies of your phone’s innards. Unlike other cellphones, the Droid X is designed to have easily replaceable items that you can access without having to sneak around behind the manufacturer’s back, pry open the phone, and alert the warranty police.

				Specifically, there are two reasons you might need to open your phone:

				To install or replace the battery

				To access the MicroSD memory card

				When you need to access one of these items, you can obey these steps:

				 1. Turn off your phone.

				See the section “Turning off the phone” in Chapter 2 for more information.

				 2. Flip the phone over.

				 3. Use your thumbs to slide down the upper back cover.

				 4. Set aside the back cover.

				 Use Figure 1-4 to identify the phone’s battery and the MicroSD memory card.

				 To access the MicroSD card, you must first remove the battery.

				The battery is removed by lifting the little tab that says Pull (see Figure 1-4).

				 To remove the MicroSD card, slide it to the right, toward the empty battery compartment. Pull the card all the way out until it’s free.

				 When you’re done rummaging around inside your phone, you close things up:

				[image: 903193-fg0104.eps]

				Figure 1-4: Droid X guts.

				 5. Return the back cover to the phone; the little prongs on the cover fit into the four holes on either side of the phone.

				 The cover fits only one way.

				 6. Slide up the cover until it snaps into position.

				You can turn on the phone again after the back cover is locked into place. See Chapter 2 for information on turning on your phone.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] Do not remove the MicroSD card from the Droid X unless you have first unmounted it. Refer to Chapter 13 for information on how to unmount the MicroSD card.

				See Chapter 22 for more information on the Droid X battery.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] The Droid X doesn’t have or use a SIM card. Other cellphones use one to access the cellular network. The SIM, which stands for Subscriber Identity Module, identifies the phone and does other things you need not care about.

				Using other phone accessories

				The Droid X has available various optional accessories you can buy to enhance your mobile communications experience. In addition to various cases, holsters, and charms, two accessories worth considering are the multimedia docking station and the car mount.

				The multimedia docking station

				In a nutshell, the multimedia docking station is a base into which you can set the phone. The station features both USB and HDMI connections so that the phone can recharge inside the docking station as well as communicate with a computer or HD television.

				When the Droid X is set inside the multimedia docking station, it runs a special clock application, which displays the current time and provides access to the phone’s weather, music, slide show, and alarm clock features.

				The multimedia docking station, which makes a helpful home for the phone (see the next section), can be used as a bedside alarm or, when connected to a stereo system, to delight you with its music.

				The multimedia docking station can be purchased at the same place where you obtained your Droid X or at any location where cellphone goodies are sold.

				When you buy the multimedia docking station, you get the handsome, high-tech-looking base and a USB cable, plus a power adapter.

				See Chapter 18 for more information about using your state-of-the-art cellphone as a digital clock.

				Chapter 17 covers playing music on the Droid X.

				Viewing slide shows and managing pictures with the Droid X are covered in Chapter 16.

				Car mount

				I suppose you don’t have to use the car mount inside a car. It has a cradle for the Droid X on one end and, when properly assembled, a suction cup on the other. You could probably stick it to any flat surface, but it’s a car mount, so I assume that it will stick to the windshield or dashboard of your favorite auto.

				When you stick the Droid X into the car mount, the phone automatically switches to the Car Home screen, shown in Figure 1-5. You can read more about this screen in Chapter 3, which is your basic Droid X operations chapter.

				[image: 903193-fg0105.tif]

				Figure 1-5: The Car Home screen.

				A car charger is also available for use with the car mount. It’s one of those gizmos that plugs into what was once called a cigarette lighter. The other end of the car charger plugs into your Droid X, which can be nestled in the car mount or just rattling loose inside your vehicle.

				The car mount also comes with an AUX audio cable. You can plug that cable into an AUX input jack on your car radio so that you can use the car’s speakers to hear your music and other noises that the Droid X makes.

				Yes, you can use the car charger without having to use the car mount.

				 The car charger also features a USB connector, which can be used to power other USB devices you may tote along in your car.

				Gizmos such as the car charger are also available separately. Ensure that you find one that features a micro–USB connector.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] For the suction cup on the car mount to work properly, use a hard, flat, smooth surface. An adhesive plastic disk comes with the car mount. Use it to ensure that the suction cup has a solid surface to suck on.

				The Car Home screen may change when the Android operating system is updated. The new screen offers the same features but might appear differently from the one shown in Figure 1-5.

				 The official name for the car mount is the Navigation/Music Vehicle Mount.

				A Home for Your Phone

				Where I grew up, the phone was always in the kitchen, on the wall. I remember that great day when my folks added a line in the living room — and then in the bedroom! You could even plug in an extension cord and take the phone outside to talk. Man, we were kings.

				After charging the battery in your Droid X, you can take it anywhere. Even so, I recommend keeping a home for your phone when you’re not roaming about, even if that home is in your purse or pocket.

				Carrying the Droid X

				The Droid X isn’t the smallest cellphone, but it can still fit into a pocket or even the teensiest of party purses. It’s well designed, so you can carry your phone in your pocket or purse without fear that something will accidentally turn it on, dial Mongolia, and run up a heck of a cellphone bill.

				Because the Droid X features a proximity sensor, you can even keep the phone in your pocket while you’re on a call or listening to music on headphones. The proximity sensor disables the touchscreen, which ensures that nothing accidentally is touched when you don’t want it to be touched.

				Though it’s okay to place the phone somewhere when you’re making a call, be careful not to touch the phone’s Power button (refer to Figure 1-3). Doing so may temporarily enable the touchscreen, which can hang up a call or mute the phone or do any of a number of other undesirable things.

				You can always store the Droid X in one of a variety of handsome carrying case accessories, some of which come in fine Naugahyde or leatherette.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] Don’t forget that the phone is in your pocket, especially when it’s in your coat or jacket. You might accidentally sit on the phone, or it can fly out when you take off your coat. The worst fate for the Droid X, or any cellphone, is to take a trip through the wash. I’m sure the phone has nightmares about it happening.

				Storing the Droid X

				I recommend that you find a place for your phone when you’re not taking it with you. Make the spot consistent: on top of your desk or workstation, in the kitchen, on the nightstand — you get the idea. Phones are as prone to loss as your car keys and glasses, so consistency is the key to keeping and finding your phone in one spot.

				Then again, your phone does ring, so when you lose it, you can always have someone else call your number to help you locate the phone.

				I keep the Droid X on my desk, next to my computer. Conveniently, I have the charger plugged into the computer, so I keep it plugged in, connected, and charging when I’m not using it.

				Phones on coffee tables get buried under magazines and often squished when rude people put their feet on the furniture.

				Avoid putting the Droid X in direct sunlight; heat is a bad thing for any electronic gizmo.

				Do not wash your phone in the laundry (see the preceding section). See Chapter 22 for information on properly cleaning the phone.
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				Setup and Configuration

				In This Chapter

				Turning on the phone

				Setting up the Droid X

				Working with your Google account

				Putting the phone to sleep

				Turning off your phone

				I don’t remember my parents ever having to fuss with setting up a new phone. After the guy from the Telephone Company left, the phone just worked. Then came our first answering machine, thus ushering in the current era of confusing features to set up and configure for a telephone.

			
				[image: 903193-co02.tif]
			

				The Droid X is more than just a telephone, and it’s seriously a lot more than a cellphone. It’s a communications device. It chats with the Internet, pays attention to satellites orbiting the earth, takes pictures and video, plays music, and does lots more things that I write about elsewhere in this book. To make all that stuff work requires a modicum of setup. It’s not that difficult, but also not that obvious. This chapter helps you set up the options on your Droid X and describes the basic steps for turning it on and off.

				Hello, Phone

				One of the most basic operations for any gizmo is turning it on. Don’t bother looking for an on–off switch: The Droid X doesn’t have one. Instead, it has a Power button. It can be used in several ways, which is why I had to write this section to explain things.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] Before you can turn on the phone, the battery must be installed. See Chapter 1.

				Turning on the Droid X for the first time

				To turn on the Droid X for the first time, press the Power button. You see some fancy graphics and animation. After a moment, you hear the phone say, in a robotic voice, “Droid!” Don’t be alarmed. Well, at least that greeting is better than when you turn on one of those inexpensive phones and it greets you with, “You skinflint.”

				When you turn on your phone the first time, you have to do some setup. This required step may have been done by the folks who sold you the Droid X. If not, you can follow along here when you start the phone and the Android character prompts you to get started:

				 1. Obey the instructions on the touchscreen display and touch the Android icon.

				 Instructions appear, describing your new phone and some things you can learn. Read them if you want, or just pretend to read them. There will be no test.

				 2. If your Droid X has not yet been activated, you’ll be directed to do so: Touch the Activate button and follow the directions on the screen.

				 You’ll need to make a phone call to activate the phone. Touch the Speaker button so that you can hear the phone and use the touchscreen to input information.

				 After activation, you can touch the Next button to proceed with the tutorial.

				 3. Touch the Begin button to read about your phone.

				 4. Continue working through the directions on the screen.

				 You’ll be asked to create or sign in to your Google account. I recommend that you do so: It’s a good idea to have a Google account with your phone, especially because it says “with Google™” on the back. You just get a lot more out of the Droid X when you have the account.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] Using your computer to set up a Google account is easier than using the phone. See the later section “Account and Synchronization Setup” for more information on using a Google account with the Droid X.

				 If you have multiple Google accounts, sign in to the phone using the primary account or the one that has the calendar you use most often.

				 5. Touch the first text field where you enter your Google account name.

				 A keyboard appears at the bottom of the touchscreen.

				 6. Use the onscreen keyboard to type your Google account name.

				 The Google account name is also the first part of your Gmail email account. For example, my Gmail account name is dan.gookin.

				 Touch the onscreen keyboard’s Delete button, labeled DEL, to back up if you make a mistake.

				 7. Touch the Password text box.

				 8. Type your Google account password.

				 Each character in the password appears briefly as you type it, and then the character turns into a black dot, so pay attention to what you type!

				 Touch the keyboard’s Shift key to display capital letters. The Shift key is the upward-pointing arrow near the lower left corner of the onscreen keyboard.

				 Touch the keyboard’s Symbols key, labeled ?123, to see numbers and a smattering of other symbols that might dwell in your Google account password.

				 9. Touch the Sign In button.

				[image: 903193-ma003.tif] If you can’t see the Sign In button, touch the Done button on the keyboard or, if that button isn’t available, touch the Back soft button, found at the bottom of the touchscreen (and shown in the margin).

				 You may have to wait a while for everything to sync up.

				 10. If prompted, choose whether you want to use Google locations.

				 You do, but you can always change this option later, after you use the phone and figure out what it means.

				 11. Touch the Next button.

				 12. Touch the Finish Setup button.

				 You’ll be asked whether you want to use Backup Assistant.

				 13. For now, touch the Skip button.

				 You can read more about Backup Assistant in Chapter 22, where you can sign up for that feature.

				 The next screen allows you to set up other accounts for the Droid X, such as a non-Gmail email account, Facebook, Twitter, Yahoo!, and so on. 

				 Other chapters in this book offer details on how to configure those accounts. For example, see Chapter 10 for information on setting up email; see Chapter 12 for information on setting up Facebook and Twitter.

				 14. Touch the Done Adding Accounts button.

				 You’re now ready to start using your Droid X.

				After the initial setup, you’re taken to the Home screen. Chapter 3 offers more information about the Home screen, which you should probably read right away, before the temptation to play with the Droid X becomes unbearable.

				If you have more than one Google account, you have to manually add it after you initially configure your Droid X. See the later section “Setting up a Google account on your phone.”

				The Droid X works closely with your Google account, sharing information you have on the Internet for your email and contacts on Gmail, appointments on Google Calendar, and other Google applications.

				A Google account is free. Google makes bazillions of dollars by selling advertising on the Web, so it doesn’t charge you for your Google account or any of the fine services it offers.

				You will find that your phone has automatically synced with your Google account after its initial setup. Your contacts, calendar appointments, and Google Talk pals will already be configured for you on your Droid X.

				You can also configure your phone to work with other information sharing services, such as those offered by your company or organization. See the section “Configuring the Droid X for corporate use,” later in this chapter.

				Turning on the phone

				Unlike turning on the phone for the first time, turning it on after that isn’t complex. In fact, you probably won’t turn off the phone much under normal circumstances. After you turn it off, you turn it on again by pressing and releasing the Power button, found atop the phone.

				After you press the Power button, the phone turns itself on. You see the Droid X logo and animation, and the phone may scream “Droid” at you. Eventually, you‘re plopped into an unlocking screen.

				The main unlocking screen is shown in Figure 2-1. To access your phone, use your finger to slide the green padlock icon to the right.

				If you’ve added more security, you see one of two additional unlocking screens. One type uses a pattern lock, shown in Figure 2-2. Drag your finger over the dots on the screen, duplicating the pattern you’ve preset. Only by dragging over the dots in the proper sequence does the phone unlock.

				[image: 903193-fg0201.eps]

				Figure 2-1: Unlocking the phone.

				[image: 903193-fg0202.eps]

				Figure 2-2: Inputting the phone’s security pattern.

				Another type of unlocking screen uses a PIN, or secret number, which must be input before you’re allowed access to the phone. Type the number using the keypad. Touch the check mark button to accept, as shown in Figure 2-3.

				[image: 903193-fg0203.eps]

				Figure 2-3: Typing the phone’s PIN.

				Eventually you see the Home screen, which is where you control the phone and run applications and do all sorts of other interesting things. The Home screen is covered in Chapter 3.

				After unlocking the phone, you may hear some alerts or see notifications. These messages inform you of various events going on in the phone, such as new email, scheduled appointments, updates, and more. See Chapter 3 for information on notifications.

				The screen lock (refer to Figure 2-1) can be disabled. Refer to Chapter 21.

				The security screens (refer to Figures 2-2 and 2-3) add an extra level of protection in case the phone is ever lost or stolen. You can choose the pattern lock, a PIN, or opt not to have a security screen. See Chapter 21 for information on setting up extra security for your Droid X.

				Even if the phone has a security pattern, you can still make emergency calls: Touch the Emergency Call button.

				For information on turning off the phone, see the section “Turning off the phone,” later in this chapter.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps]


				There’s an android in your phone

				You might see or hear the term android used in association with your phone. That’s because your phone, like your computer, has an operating system, the main program in charge of a computer’s hardware. The operating system controls everything. On the Droid X, the operating system is Android.

				The Android operating system was developed by Google. Well, actually, it was developed by another company, which Google gobbled. Anyway: Android is based on the popular Linux operating system, used to power desktop computers and larger, more expensive computers all over the world. Android offers a version of Linux customized for mobile devices, such as the Droid X but also Google’s own Nexus One phone as well as many other phones I can’t think of right now.

				Because the Droid X uses the Android operating system, your phone has access to thousands of software programs. The process of putting these programs on your phone is covered in Chapter 19.



				Waking the phone

				Most of the time, you don’t turn off your phone. Instead, the phone does the electronic equivalent of falling asleep. Either it falls asleep on its own (after you’ve ignored it for a while) or you put it to sleep by singing it a lullaby or following the information in the section “Snoozing the phone,” later in this chapter.

				In Sleep mode, the phone is still on and can still receive calls (as well as email and other notifications), but the touchscreen is turned off.

				The phone wakes itself when it receives a call; you see the unlock screen, similar to the one shown earlier, in Figure 2-1, though information about the caller appears on the touchscreen: Slide the unlock tab to the right to unlock and answer the phone.

				When the phone isn’t ringing, you can wake it up at any time by pressing the Power button. A simple, short press is all that’s needed. The phone wakes up, yawns, and turns on the touchscreen display, and you can then unlock the phone, as described in the preceding section.

				Touching the touchscreen when it’s off doesn’t wake the phone.

				Pressing the camera shutter button while the phone is sleeping doesn’t wake the phone.

				[image: 903193-ma004.tif]Pressing the Home soft button (shown in the margin) wakes the phone, though none of the other soft buttons wakes the phone.

				The camera shutter button doesn’t wake the phone.

				Loud noises don’t wake the phone.

				The phone doesn’t snore while it’s sleeping.

				See the section “Snoozing the phone,” later in this chapter, for information on manually putting the phone to sleep.

				When the Droid X is playing music, which it can do while it’s sleeping, information about the song appears on the unlocking screen (not shown in Figure 2-1). You also find controls to play and pause or to skip to the next or previous song. See Chapter 17 for more information on using the Droid X to play music.

				Account and Synchronization Setup

				After initially turning on your phone and getting things configured, you’re ready to go. Well, unless you opted to skip the account synchronization step or you just didn’t have a chance to synchronize the proper accounts. Don’t fret! The Droid X welcomes your ability to procrastinate, by providing more account synchronization options, as described in this section.

				Opening a Google account

				[image: tip_4c.eps] It really, really, helps to have a Google account to get the most from your Droid X phone. If you don’t have a Google account, run — don’t walk or mince — to a computer and follow these steps to create your own Google account.

				 1. Open the computer’s Web browser program.

				 2. Visit the main Google page at www.google.com.

				 Type www.google.com on the Web browser’s address bar.

				 3. Click the Sign In link.

				 Another page opens, where you can log in to your Google account. You don’t have a Google account, so:

				 4. Click the link to create a new account.

				 The link is typically found beneath the text boxes where you would log in to your Google account. As I write this chapter, the link is labeled Create an Account Now.

				 5. Continue heeding the directions until you’ve created your own Google account.

				Eventually, your account is set up and configured. I recommend that you log off and then log back in to Google, just to ensure that you did everything properly. Also, create a bookmark for your account’s Google page: Pressing Ctrl+D or Command+D does that job in just about any Web browser.

				Continue reading in the next section for information on synchronizing your new Google account with the Droid X.

				A Google account gives you access to a wide array of free services and online programs. They include Gmail for electronic messaging, Calendar for scheduling and appointments, the online picture-sharing program Picasa, an account on YouTube, Google Finance, blogs, Google Buzz, and other features that are instantly shared with your phone.

				Information on using the various Google programs on your phone is covered throughout this book; specifically, in Part IV.

				Setting up a Google account on your phone

				The only time you need to set up a Google account for your Droid X is when you neglect to initially set up the account when you first buy the phone, when you postpone setup, or when you add a second Google account to the one you already have. If you have the Google account already set up, great: Work through the steps in this section.

				If you haven’t yet configured a Google account, follow the steps in the preceding section and then continue with these steps:

				[image: 903193-ma004.tif] 1. Go to the Home screen.

				 The Home screen is the Droid X main screen. Get there by pressing the Home soft button, found at the bottom of the touchscreen.

				[image: 903193-ma005.tif] 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 The Menu soft button is found below the touchscreen; its icon is shown in the margin.

				 3. Touch Settings.

				 The Settings window is where you configure many of the Droid X features and program options.

				 4. Choose Accounts.

				 5. Touch the Add Account button.

				 6. Choose Google.

				 7. Read the screen and touch the Next button.

				 8. If you’ve already read the preceding section and have created your Google account on a computer, touch the Sign In button.

				 Yes, it’s possible to create a Google account using your phone and not a computer. It’s just easier to use a computer. Trust me.

				 9. Touch the Username text box.

				 The onscreen keyboard appears.

				 10. Input your Google account username.

				 11. Touch the Password text box.

				 12. Input your Google account password.

				 Refer to the suggestions in Step 10 in the earlier section “Turning on the Droid X for the first time” for help on inputting your Google password.

				 13. Touch the Sign In button.

				 If you need to, click the Done button on the onscreen keyboard so that you can see and touch the Sign In button.

				 Wait while Google contacts your account and synchronizes any information. It takes longer when you have more information for Google to synchronize.

				 And you’re done.

				After you touch the Sign In button, you return to the main Setup Accounts window. You can press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen. You’re done setting up the Droid X for synchronization with your Google account.

				See Chapter 3 for more information about the Home screen.

				You can also add other accounts for synchronizing, such as Facebook, Twitter, and Skype Mobile. Other chapters in this book cover the specifics.

				Changing your Google password

				Experts say that you should change your computer passwords often. How often? Well, I know of some government agencies where the password changes every 90 seconds. You don’t need to be that severe with your Google account password.

				When you change your Google password, do so on your computer first. Then you have to inform the Droid X. If you don’t, your phone complains that it cannot access Google to update and synchronize information. Follow these steps to reset your Google password:

				 1. On your desktop computer, direct the Web browser to the Google main page: Type www.google.com.

				 2. From the top of the page, click the Settings link.

				 As I write this chapter, the link is found in the upper right part of the page.

				 3. Choose Google Account Settings from the Settings link menu.

				 4. By the Security heading, click the Change Password link.

				 5. Obey the directions on the screen for setting a new password.

				 Now that the password is reset, you need to update the Droid X with that information. If you don’t, the phone pesters you incessantly. Continue with these steps:

				 6. Wake up or turn on your Droid X.

				[image: 903193-ma006.tif] In a few moments, your phone generates a notification. You see an Alert icon appear on top of the phone’s display, in the notification area.

				 7. Slide down the notification area by swiping it with your finger.

				 The specifics for performing this action are covered in Chapter 3.

				 8. From the list of notifications, choose Sign-In Error.

				 The text Sign-In Error is followed by the name of your Google account.

				 9. Type the new Google password into the box that appears on the touchscreen display.

				 Refer to information in the earlier sections “Turning on the Droid X for the first time” and “Setting up a Google account on your phone” for more information on typing your Google account password.

				 10. Touch the Sign In button.

				After you enter the new password, the phone instantly becomes happy and continues to sync the Google account information.

				[image: 903193-ma004.tif] Press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen.

				Configuring the Droid X for corporate use

				To access your various work accounts, you need to set up your Droid X for synchronizing with your corporate Exchange Server account. Syncing puts the phone on speaking terms with your corporate email and calendar programs and other information sources. Obviously, this process is something that mere individuals need not bother with; only the suits need to pay attention.

				First of all, if your company is really big, you probably have someone do all the account setup for you. In fact, they might even apply special restrictions to the Droid X, prohibiting you from doing innocent, diversionary things, such as play games or visit online casinos. Regardless, those digital martinets will probably do the setup for you, or have instructions ready. Defy them at your own peril.

				To set up the Droid X on your own, follow these steps:

				[image: 903193-ma005.tif] 1. From the Home screen, touch the Menu soft button.

				2. Touch the Settings icon to open the Settings screen.

				 3. Choose Accounts.

				 4. Touch the Add Account button at the bottom of the screen.

				 5. Choose Corporate Sync.

				 6. If prompted, agree to the service terms.

				 After agreeing to the terms, you see a screen full of text boxes into which you type all sorts of interesting information. The information is supplied to you from your organization’s IT or IS department. Bug them for details.

				 7. Fill in the various text fields with information about your corporate sync account.

				 8. Touch the Next button.

				 Continue as the Droid X attempts to contact your organization’s mother ship.

				 9. Touch the Finish button.

				You’re done. Of course, other things may or may not happen at this point, depending on the information shared on your corporate network and how you use the Droid X to access that information.

				[image: 903193-ma004.tif] You can press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen, from whence you may do other interesting things with your Droid X.

				Goodbye, Phone

				There are three ways to dismiss your Droid X from existence. The first way is to put the phone to sleep — to snooze it. The second is to turn off the phone. The third involves an elephant wearing electric cheese graters for boots and, because of space constraints and unreasonable elephant rental fees, isn’t covered in this edition of the book.

				Snoozing the phone

				To snooze the phone, press and release the Power button. No matter what you’re doing, the phone’s display turns off. The phone itself isn’t off, but the touchscreen display is dark. The phone enters a low-power state to save battery life, and also to relax.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] You can snooze the phone while you’re making a call. Simply press and release the Power button. The phone stays connected, but the display is turned off.

				Your Droid X will probably spend most of its time in Snooze mode.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] Snoozing doesn’t turn off the phone; you can still receive calls while it’s asleep.

				Snooze mode allows you to keep talking on the phone while you put it in your pocket. In Snooze mode, there’s no danger that your pocket will accidentally hang up or mute the phone in the middle of a call.

				Any timers or alarms you set still activate when the phone is snoozing. See Chapter 18 for information on setting timers and alarms.

				To wake up the phone, press and release the Power button. See the section “Waking the phone,” earlier in this chapter.

				 Snoozing the phone doesn’t stop any music from playing. See Chapter 17 for more information on using the Droid X as a portable music player.

				Controlling snooze options

				There’s no need to manually snooze your Droid X. That’s because it has a built-in timeout: After a period of inactivity, or boredom, the phone snoozes itself automatically — just like Uncle Bob after Thanksgiving dinner.

				You have control over the snooze timeout value, which can be set anywhere from 15 seconds to 30 minutes. Obey these steps:

				[image: 903193-ma005.tif] 1. While viewing the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

				2. Choose Settings from the menu.

				 3. Choose Display.

				 If your Droid X hasn’t yet been updated to the Android 2.2 operating system, choose the Sound & Display item instead.

				 4. Scroll down the list and choose Screen Timeout.

				 5. Choose a timeout value from the list provided.

				 The standard value is 1 minute.

				 6. Press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen.

				[image: 903193-ma004.tif] When you don’t touch the screen or use the phone for a while, the sleep timer starts ticking. About ten seconds before the timeout value you set (refer to Step 5), the touchscreen dims. Then it goes to sleep. If you touch the screen before then, the sleep timer is reset.

				Turning off the phone

				To turn off your phone, follow these steps:

				 1. Press and hold the Power button.

				 Eventually, you see the Phone Options menu, shown in Figure 2-4.

				[image: 903193-fg0204.tif]

				Figure 2-4: The Phone Options menu.

				 2. Choose the Power Off item.

				 3. Touch the OK button to confirm.

				 Off goes the phone, crying out “Droid” as it goes.

				The phone doesn’t receive calls when it’s turned off. Those calls go instead to voice mail: either the voice mail you set up with your cellular service or Visual Voicemail. See Chapter 7 for more information on voice mail.

				[image: 903193-ma003.tif] If you change your mind and don’t want to shut down the phone, press the Back soft button to cancel. (After Step 1, above.)
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