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				Introduction

				I  was thrilled when I first learned about the release of the Galaxy Note. I figured that I could write a book about the new device and, because it’s much larger than a typical cell phone, write a bigger book — one that’s about one-and-a-half times larger than the typical For Dummies book.

				Alas, I was informed that the book, the one you hold in your hands, would be a normal-size For Dummies title. Still, I’ve managed to cram enough information in here to make using the Galaxy Note an enjoyable and tolerable experience. New devices can be intimidating. I know! So I’ve written this book to help you get the most from the first-ever hybrid phone/tablet computer.

				About This Book

				The most important thing to know about this book is that you’re not  required to read it from cover to cover. I beg you. That’s because this book is a reference. It’s designed to be used as you need it. Look up a topic in the table of contents or the index. Find something about your phone that vexes you, or something you’re curious about. Look up the answer and get on with your life.

				Each chapter in this book is written as its own, self-contained unit, covering a specific topic about using your phone. The chapters are further divided into sections representing a task you perform with the phone or explaining how to get something done. Sample sections in this book include

				[image: check.png] Checking out the keyboard variations

				[image: check.png] Using various S Pen tricks

				[image: check.png] Phoning someone you call often

				[image: check.png] Adding your phone to Google Voice

				[image: check.png] Forwarding a text message

				[image: check.png] Talking and video chat

				[image: check.png] Uploading a video to YouTube

				[image: check.png] Browsing your music library

				[image: check.png] Printing to a Bluetooth printer

				[image: check.png] Using power saving tools

				Every section explains a topic as though it’s the first one you’ve read in this book. Nothing is assumed, and everything is cross-referenced. Technical terms and topics, when they come up, are neatly shoved to the side, where they’re easily avoided. The idea here isn’t to learn anything. This book’s  philosophy is to help you look it up, figure it out, and get back to your life.

				How to Use This Book

				This book follows a few conventions for using your phone, so pay attention!

				The main way to interact with your phone is by using its touchscreen, which is the glassy part of the phone as it’s facing you. Buttons also adorn the phone, all of which are explained in Part I of this book.

				You can touch the screen in various ways, which are described in Chapter 3.

				Chapter 4 discusses text input — typing — which involves using something called the onscreen keyboard. Also covered is using the Galaxy Note S Pen for drawing and text input plus a few special tricks. And, when you tire of typing or drawing, you can always input text on your phone by dictating it.

				This book directs you to do things on your phone by following numbered steps. Every step involves a specific activity, such as touching something on the screen; for example:

					3.	Choose Downloads.

				This step directs you to touch the text or item labeled Downloads on the screen. You might also be told to do this:

					3.	Touch Downloads.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma002.tif]	Various phone options can be turned off or on, as indicated by a gray box with a green check mark in it, as shown in the margin. By touching the box on the screen, you add or remove the green check mark. When the green check mark appears, the option is on; otherwise, it’s off.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma001.tif]	The bar codes in the margins are there to help you install recommended apps. To install an app, scan the bar code using the AT&T Code Scanner app that comes preinstalled on your phone. Chapter 18 discusses how to use the app to read bar codes.

				Foolish Assumptions

				Even though this book was written to provide the gentle handholding required by anyone who is just starting out, or who is easily intimidated, I have made a few assumptions.

				Number one: I’m assuming that you’re still reading the introduction. That’s great. It’s much better than getting a foot massage right now or checking the latest Lotto numbers.

				My biggest assumptions: You have a Galaxy Note phone. Your cellular service is AT&T. I’m sure that the Galaxy Note will eventually be available to other cellular providers, but for now this book is geared toward the AT&T way of doing things.

				More assumptions:

				I also assume that you have a computer, either a desktop or laptop. The  computer can be a PC (or Windows computer) or a Macintosh. Oh, I suppose it could be a Linux computer instead. In any event, I refer to your computer as your computer throughout this book. When directions are specific to a PC or Mac, the book says so.

				Programs that run on your Android phone are called apps, which is short for applications. A single program is an app.

				Finally, this book assumes that you have a Google account. If you don’t, Chapter 2 explains how to configure one. Do so. Having a Google account opens up a slew of useful features, information, and programs that make using your phone more productive.

				How This Book Is Organized

				This book has been sliced into six parts, each of which describes a certain aspect of the typical Android phone or how it’s used.

				Part I: What Is This Thing?

				This part of the book serves as an introduction to your phone. Chapters cover setup and orientation and familiarize you with how the phone works. Part I is a good place to start — plus, you discover things in this part that aren’t obvious from guessing how the phone works.

				Part II: Phone Duties

				Nothing is more basic for a phone to do than make calls, which is the topic of the chapters in this part of the book. As you may have suspected, your Galaxy Note can make calls, receive calls, and serve as an answering service for calls you miss. It also manages the names of all the people you know and even those you don’t want to know but have to know anyway.

				Part III: Keep in Touch

				The modern cell phone is about more than simply telephone communications. Part III of this book explores other ways you can use your phone to stay in touch with people, browse the Internet, check your e-mail, do your social  networking, exchange text messages, chat by video, and more.

				Part IV: Incredible Tasks and Amazing Feats

				This part of the book explores the nonphone things your phone can do. For example, your phone can find locations on a map, give you verbal driving directions, take pictures, shoot videos, play music, play games, and do all sorts of other wonderful things that no one would ever think a phone can do. The chapters in this part of the book get you up to speed on those activities.

				Part V: Nuts and Bolts

				The chapters in this part of the book discuss a spate of interesting topics, from connecting the phone to a computer, using Wi-Fi and Bluetooth  networking, and taking the phone overseas and making international calls to customizing and personalizing your phone and the necessary chores of  maintenance and troubleshooting.

				Part VI: The Part of Tens

				Finally, this book ends with the traditional For Dummies The Part of Tens, where every chapter lists ten items or topics. For your Galaxy Note, the chapters include tips, tricks, shortcuts, and things to remember, plus a list of some of my favorite Android phone apps.

				Icons Used in This Book

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	This icon flags useful, helpful tips or shortcuts.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	This icon marks a friendly reminder to do something.

				[image: warning_4c.eps]	This icon marks a friendly reminder not to do something.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps]	This icon alerts you to overly nerdy information and technical discussions of the topic at hand. Reading the information is optional, though it may win you a pie slice in Trivial Pursuit.

				Where to Go from Here

				Thank you for reading the introduction. Few people do, and it would save a lot of time and bother if they did. Consider yourself fortunate, though you probably already knew that.

				Your task now: Start reading the rest of this book — but not the whole thing, and especially not in order. Observe the table of contents, and find something that interests you. Or look up your puzzle in the index. When these suggestions don’t cut it, just start reading Chapter 1.

				My e-mail address is dgookin@wambooli.com. Yes, that’s my real address.  I reply to all e-mail I receive, and you get a quick reply if you keep your  question short and specific to this book. Although I enjoy saying Hi, I cannot answer technical support questions, resolve billing issues, or help you  troubleshoot your phone. Thanks for understanding.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma003.tif]	You can also visit my web page for more information or as a diversion:  www.wambooli.com.

				Occasionally, there are updates to technology books. If this book does have technical updates, they will be posted at:

				www.dummies.com/go/samsunggalaxynotefdupdates 

				Enjoy this book and your Galaxy Note!

				Please note that some special symbols used in this eBook may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

			

		

	
		
			
				
				
					Part I

					What Is This Thing?

					[image: 9781118388464-pp0101.eps]
					In this part . . .

					The Galaxy Note is the Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup of mobile gizmos: From the chocolate side comes the modern tablet, a large, slate-like device that does many of the same things you once did on a computer, and on the peanut butter side is the cell phone, the primary 21st century communications device, which suffers from a diminutive screen. Put the two together and you can have something curiously delicious, like the Galaxy Note.

					Then again, you don’t need a book to tell you how to eat a peanut butter cup. Considering all the amazing things the Galaxy Note can do (and that it’s a hybrid device with a writing stylus), reading a book is a good idea. This part contains information, hints, and tips to help get you started.
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				Chapter 1

				A Note for You

				
				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Liberating the phone from its box

				[image: arrow] Installing things inside the phone

				[image: arrow] Charging the battery

				[image: arrow] Familiarizing yourself with the Galaxy Note

				[image: arrow] Using optional accessories

				[image: arrow] Taking the phone with you

				[image: arrow] Keeping the phone in one place

				[image: 9781118388464-co01.tif]
				When the geniuses at Samsung named their new hybrid tablet-phone, they chose the word Galaxy. That’s a given. Many Samsung mobile devices have the name Galaxy in them, which sounds all futuristic and impressive. The word note, however, implies different things: A musical tone. Paper money. A mental reminder. The definition that I believe Samsung is after is the verb “to jot down a quick thought or message.”

				No matter how you define it, the Samsung Galaxy Note is unique. This chapter introduces you to  the device, helps you set things up, identifies  the pieces and parts, and provides an overall  introduction — one that’s far more detailed than the tepid Quick Start pamphlet and won’t frighten the bejeebers out of you.

				Out of the Box

				The first step toward getting the most from your Galaxy Note is to remove it from its box. I believe that you’ll find the phone more responsive after you liberate it from its packaging and set the thing up.

				Alas, you probably aren’t the first to free the phone from its box. Initial setup was most likely done by the friendly folks at the Phone Store. They’ve probably configured the Galaxy Note to work with their cellular network, installed something called a SIM card, and walked you through the initial account setup and configuration. If so, great — that’s less for you to do.

				Whether the phone has been set up or not, I encourage you to rifle through the box to locate and identify these items:

				[image: check.png] The phone itself, which may have already been assembled by the Phone Store employee. If not, you’ll find the rear cover and battery inside the box, ready to be installed.

				[image: check.png] The all-too-brief Quick Start pamphlet, the Health & Safety and Warranty Guide, and perhaps other miscellaneous and potentially useful pieces of paper

				[image: check.png] The charger/data cable, or USB cable

				[image: check.png] The charger head, which is the wall adapter for the charger/data cable

				The phone itself ships with a clingy, static, plastic cover on its screen, back, and sides. The plastic thingy on the front tells you not to text and drive. The rear thingy explains how to remove the back cover. And the plastic thingies on the sides are there just to annoy you because you probably can’t tell that they’re there. Look extra hard for them and peel them off now.

				The most important doodad is the phone itself, which might require some assembly before you can use it; refer to the next section for directions.

				[image: check.png] You may have additional items included with your phone purchase, such as a fancy case, flip cover, or car charger or other common  accessories that you may have succumbed to purchasing. See the later section “Adding other accessories” for my recommendations.

				[image: check.png] The S Pen is found inserted into the phone, so don’t panic when you can’t locate it loose inside the box. See the later section “Accessing the S Pen” for information.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] One accessory I recommend getting right away is a MicroSD card. See the later section “Adding a MicroSD card” for details.

				[image: check.png] Keep the instructions and other information for as long as you own  the phone. The phone’s box makes an excellent storage place for that stuff — as well as for anything else you don’t plan to use right away.

				[image: check.png] If anything is missing or appears to be damaged, immediately contact the folks who sold you the phone.

				Assembly

				The Galaxy Note comes disassembled inside the box. Primarily, the phone  is missing its battery and back cover. The Phone Store employee puts  everything together for you because the phone must be assembled in order for it to be configured to work with the cellular network.

				It rarely happens, but you may be required to perform the initial assembly yourself. If so, this section contains helpful information. Beyond that, you may need to add or upgrade features later, such as a MicroSD card. You’ll find that basic information in this section as well, along with the necessary directions for putting everything back together.

				Removing the rear cover

				To remove the Galaxy Note’s rear cover and access all the electronic wonder inside, heed these directions:

					1.	Ensure that the phone is turned off.

						See Chapter 2 for directions. The phone doesn’t absolutely have to be turned off, but it reduces the risk of data loss if your goal is removing the MicroSD card.

					2.	Flip the phone over and locate the thumbnail notch in the upper-right side of the back cover.

						Figure 1-1 illustrates where to find the thumbnail hole, though it’s  specifically called out in Figure 1-2.

					3.	Insert your thumbnail into the notch, and carefully pry the back cover from the phone.

						The cover peels off like a banana skin. The popping noise is normal.

					4.	Set aside the cover.

				The Galaxy Note has three items you can access after the back cover is removed, as illustrated in Figure 1-1: the battery, SIM card, and MicroSD card. The following sections offer specific information on each of these items.

				See the later section “Reattaching the phone’s rear cover” for information on replacing the back cover.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0101.eps]

				Figure 1-1: Galaxy Note guts.

				Installing the battery

				The first thing to be installed into the Galaxy Note is its battery. If the Phone Store people haven’t installed your phone’s battery, follow the steps in this section. Or you can heed the directions in the following Tip to replace the phone’s battery, should that need ever arise.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	Before installing the battery, ensure that you don’t need to install other items in your phone. The SIM card and MicroSD card must be installed before installing the battery, so install them first, and then come back to this section.

				Obey these steps to stick the battery into your phone:

					1.	If necessary, remove the battery from its plastic bag.

					2.	Remove the phone’s back cover, as discussed in the preceding section.

					3.	Orient the battery.

						The battery goes in only one way, as illustrated in Figure 1-1. A tiny  triangle points up toward the contacts inside the phone. Use the triangle to properly orient the battery.

					4.	Insert the battery top side first, and then insert it the rest of the way, as though you’re closing the lid on a tiny box.

						When the battery is properly installed, it’s flush with the back of the phone.

				After the battery is installed, your next step is to charge it. See the later  section “Charge the Battery.”

				To remove the battery, take off the Galaxy Note’s back cover as described in the preceding section. Lift the battery by inserting your thumbnail in the notch in the lower-right corner of the battery compartment, as illustrated in Figure 1-1.

				[image: check.png] If you’re replacing the battery, store the original inside a nonmetallic box in a dark, dry location. If you need to dispose of the battery, do so properly; batteries are classified as hazardous waste and should not merely be placed in the trash.

				[image: check.png] Replacement batteries are commonly available, some of which may allow you to use your phone for longer periods between charges. Always ensure that you replace the phone’s battery with one that’s compatible with the Galaxy Note. Using any old battery as a replacement is a hazard and can damage your phone, you, or innocent bystanders.

				Installing the SIM card

				Your cellular provider uses the SIM card inside your Galaxy Note to identify it the with the digital cellular network. If the cheerful human at the Phone Store hasn’t installed the SIM card into your Galaxy Note, you can do so now by  following these steps:

					1.	If necessary, remove the phone’s back cover. Furthermore, if required, remove the phone’s battery.

					2.	Pop the SIM card free from its holder.

						Press the SIM card until it pops out of the credit-card-size frame.

					3.	Insert the SIM card into the SIM card slot inside the Galaxy Note.

						The SIM card fits in only one way. A silhouette on the SIM card holder inside the phone shows you the proper orientation.

						Insert the SIM card all the way, as illustrated in Figure 1-1.

					4.	Replace the battery and the phone’s back cover.

						You’re done.

				You can skip Step 4 if you need to install a MicroSD card; keep reading in the next section.

				[image: check.png] You rarely, if ever, need to remove the SIM card.

				[image: check.png] A typical way to use a SIM is to replace a broken phone with a new one: You plug the SIM from the old phone into the new phone, and instantly the phone is recognized as your own. Of course, the two phones need  to use similar cellular networks for the transplant operation to be  successful.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] SIM stands for Subscriber Identity Module. SIM cards are required for GSM cellular networks and 4G LTE networks.

				Adding a MicroSD card

				The Galaxy Note doesn’t come with a MicroSD card, which is disappointing. The MicroSD card bolsters the internal storage on the Galaxy Note, adding what’s called removable storage. As with any portable electronic gizmo, the more storage, the better.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	Obtain a MicroSD card for your Galaxy Note. The card comes in capacities of 8GB, 16GB, and 32GB. The higher the capacity, the more expensive the card, so buy the largest capacity you can afford.

				To install the MicroSD card inside your Galaxy Note, obey these steps:

					1.	Remove the phone’s back cover and battery.

						Specific directions are offered earlier in this chapter.

					2.	Locate the slot into which you stick the MicroSD card.

						Use Figure 1-1 as your guide.

					3.	Insert the MicroSD card into its slot.

						The card goes in only one way. The arrow on the card indicates which edge goes in first; the printed side of the card is facing you as you insert the card.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]		You may hear a faint clicking sound when the card is fully inserted.

					4.	Reinstall the battery (if necessary), and reassemble the Galaxy Note.

				To remove the card, open the phone and remove the battery. Nudge the MicroSD card a tad, until a spring releases the card a few fractions of an inch. Use your fingernail to help grab the card and pull it out the rest of the way.

				[image: check.png] The MicroSD card is a standard form of removable media for portable devices. It’s used in mobile phones, cameras, and music players.

				[image: warning_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] MicroSD cards are teensy! Keep them in a safe place where you won’t lose them.

				[image: check.png] You can buy a MicroSD card adapter, which allows its data to be read by computers, via either the standard Secure Digital (SD) memory slot or the USB port.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] If you’re upgrading to the Galaxy Note from another Android phone, simply remove the MicroSD card from the old phone and install it on the Galaxy Note. By doing so, you instantly transfer your pictures, music, and videos.

				Reattaching the phone’s rear cover

				When you’re done rooting around inside your phone, or when it tells you that it’s shivering and needs to warm up, you should replace its back cover. The operation works like this:

					1.	Line up the bottom of the back cover with the bottom of the Galaxy Note.

						Start with the back cover up a ways and then slide it down the back of the phone, until you feel it click into place as it lines up.

					2.	Working around the back of the phone, gently press the cover into place.

						The cover snaps as it settles into position.

				When the back cover is on properly, it should have no gaps or raised edges. Keep pressing the back cover until you no longer hear any snaps.

				Charge the Battery

				One of your first duties after assembling your Galaxy Note is to charge its  battery. It’s cinchy:

					1.	If necessary, assemble the charging cord.

						Connect the charger head (the plug-thing) to the USB cable that comes with the phone. They connect in only one way.

					2.	Plug the charger head and cable into a wall socket.

					3.	Plug the phone into the USB cable.

						The charger cord plugs into the micro-USB connector, found at the phone’s bottom side. The connector plugs in only one way.

				As the phone charges, the touchscreen displays a large, animated battery icon. It’s your clue that the gizmo is connected to a power source and  charging. The touchscreen turns off after a few seconds.

				[image: check.png] The Galaxy Note may come with a partially charged battery, often  containing enough juice to run setup and get you started. Still, I  recommend fully charging the phone before you use it.

				[image: check.png] You can use the phone while it’s charging.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] You can charge the phone in your car, using what was once called a cigarette lighter. Simply ensure that the cell phone charger in your car features the proper connector for your phone or that it’s specifically designed for use with your cell phone brand.

				[image: check.png] The phone also charges itself when it’s plugged into a computer by way of a USB cable. The computer must be on for charging to work.

				[image: check.png] The Galaxy Note charges more quickly when it’s plugged into the wall as opposed to a computer’s USB port or a car adapter.

				Explore the Galaxy Note

				So what is this gizmo you have, this Galaxy Note? Sure it’s a phone, but it’s probably unlike any other phone you’ve ever used. To help you get better acquainted, peruse this section and get to know the names of the specific doodads and pieces.

				Identifying important things

				I’ll admit that I use the word doodad too often. It’s a handy, generic term for just about anything that would otherwise have a technical name. When you use doodad, you avoid learning proper terminology, and you run the risk of frustrating other people who may actually know what things are called. Before this happens with your Galaxy Note, examine Figure 1-2 and discover the names of the various doodads on your phone.

				The terms referenced in Figure 1-2 are the same terms used elsewhere in this book and in whatever pitiful Galaxy Note documentation exists.

				[image: check.png] The phone’s Power Lock button, which turns the phone off or on, is found on the phone’s right side as it’s facing you, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				[image: check.png] The main area of the phone is its touchscreen display. You use the  touchscreen with one or more of your fingers to control the phone, which is where it gets the name touchscreen.

				[image: check.png] Below the touchscreen you’ll find four soft buttons. See Chapter 3 for more information on how useful they can be.

				[image: check.png] The Power / USB connection is the spot on the phone where you attach the USB cable. You use this cable to charge the phone or to communicate with a computer. See Chapter 20 for information on using the cable to connect to a computer and share files.

				[image: check.png] The main microphone is found on the bottom of the phone. Even so, it picks up your voice loud and clear. There’s no need to hold the phone at an angle for the microphone to work.

				[image: check.png] The phone’s volume is adjusted by using the Volume button on the phone’s left side as it’s facing you (refer to Figure 1-2). Pressing the top part of the button increases the volume; pressing the bottom part lowers the volume.

				[image: check.png] The Volume button can also be used as the zoom function when using the phone’s camera. See Chapter 14 for more information.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0102.eps]

				Figure 1-2: Your phone’s face and rump.

				Accessing the S Pen

				Among the things that make the Galaxy Note unique is its stylus, or writing  implement. Officially, it’s the S Pen, where the S probably stands for Samsung, but in my world it’s “Something else to lose.”

				The S Pen is found inserted into the bottom of the Galaxy Note, as illustrated earlier, in Figure 1-2. Pull out the pen to reveal the device’s full glory, as illustrated in Figure 1-3.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0103.eps]

				Figure 1-3: The S Pen.

				You use the S Pen to manipulate items on the screen, to draw more precisely than you can with your finger, but primarily to get the most from the S Memo app, which is discussed in Chapter 17.

				Chapter 4 lists a few tricks you can pull by using the S Pen.

				When you’re done using the S Pen, slide it back into the bottom of the phone for storage.

				Using earphones

				You don’t need to use earphones to get the most from your Galaxy Note, but it helps! If the nice folks who sold you the phone tossed in a pair of earphones, that’s wonderful! If they didn’t, well then, they weren’t so nice, were they?

				The most common style of cell phone earphone is the earbud: The buds are set into your ears. The sharp, pointy end of the earphones, which you don’t want to stick into your ear, plugs into the top of the phone.

				Between the earbuds and the sharp, pointy thing is often found a doodle on which a button sits. The button can be used to mute the Galaxy Note when you’re on a call or to start or stop the playback of music when the phone is in its music-playing mode.

				You can also use the Doodle button to answer the phone when it rings.

				A teensy hole that’s usually on the back side of the doodle serves as the phone’s microphone. It lets you wear the earphones and talk on the phone while keeping your hands free. If you gesture while you speak, you’ll find this feature invaluable.

				[image: check.png] You can purchase any standard cell phone headset for use with your phone. Ensure that the headset features a microphone; you need to talk and listen on a phone.

				[image: check.png] Some headsets feature extra Doodle buttons. These headsets work  fine with your phone, though the extra buttons may not do anything  specifically.

				[image: check.png] The earbuds are labeled R for right and L for left.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 16 for more information on using your Galaxy Note as a  portable music player.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] Fully insert the earphone connector into the phone. The person you’re talking with can’t hear you well when the earphones are plugged in only partway.

				[image: check.png] You can also use a Bluetooth headset with your phone, to listen to a call or some music. See Chapter 19 for more information on Bluetooth.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] Fold the earphones when you don’t need them, rather than wrap them in a loop: Hold the earbuds and connector in one hand, and then pull the wire straight out with the other hand. Fold the wire in half, and then in half again. You can then put the earphones in your pocket or on a  tabletop. By folding the wires, you avoid creating one of those Christmas-tree-light wire balls that would otherwise happen.

				Adding other accessories

				Beyond earphones, you can find an entire galaxy of accessories available  for your phone. I’m certain that the folks in the Phone Store would be  happy to show you a fancy cover or case, but beyond that are some official Samsung accessories. The two in the following sections are worthy of your consideration.

				Multimedia Dock

				The multimedia dock works like a base station for the Galaxy Note, by propping it up at the perfect angle for viewing videos or using it as a desktop alarm clock. Though the dock may seem kind of ridiculous, it’s exactly how I store my Galaxy Note overnight, on my nearby nightstand. As a bonus, the phone charges while it’s nestled in the multimedia dock.

				Car Mount

				Its official name is the Galaxy Note i717 Vehicle Navigation Mount & Car Charger, but it’s simply a gizmo that lets you suction-cup the phone to your car’s windshield (or any other flat surface). After you secure your phone to the mount, you can use your phone while driving — hands-free. See Chapter 13 for more information on using the Galaxy Note’s amazing navigation abilities.

				A Home for Your Phone

				Thanks to its mobile nature, your Galaxy Note phone can go anywhere. You can find your phone across town or overseas or even in the couch cushions or under a stack of books on the nightstand. Because the phone will no doubt be a necessary part of your life in the near future, finding a better location than the couch cushions is probably a good idea.

				Toting your Galaxy Note

				It’s true that many a wild-eyed stare greets the Galaxy Note because of its dominating size and hybrid tablet-phone nature. Still, the thing fits perfectly in your front pocket, clips easily on a belt, or sits snugly in even the teensiest of party purses. To help it survive in these harsh conditions, the Galaxy Note features a proximity sensor.

				The proximity sensor disables the touchscreen whenever the phone is in a confined space — or even pressed firmly against your cheek. You risk no danger that your phone might accidentally activate its touchscreen and  suddenly dial Tibet.

				[image: check.png] Though it’s okay to let go of the phone when you’re making a call, be careful not to touch the phone’s Power Lock button (refer to Figure 1-2). Doing so may temporarily enable the touchscreen, which can hang up a call, mute the phone, or do any of a number of other undesirable things.

				[image: check.png] You can always store your phone in one of a variety of handsome  carrying case accessories, some of which come in fine Naugahyde or leatherette.

				[image: warning_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] Don’t forget that the phone is in your pocket, especially in your coat or jacket. You might accidentally sit on the phone, or it can fly out when you take off your coat. The worst fate for any cell phone is to take a trip to the laundry. I’m sure that the Galaxy Note has nightmares about it.

				Storing the phone

				I recommend that you find a permanent place for your phone when you’re not taking it with you. Make the spot consistent: on top of your desk or workstation, on the kitchen counter, on the nightstand — you get the idea. Phones are as prone to being misplaced as are your car keys and glasses. Consistency is the key to finding your phone.

				Then again, your phone rings, so when you lose it, you can always have someone else call your cell phone to help you locate it.

				[image: check.png] I keep my phone on my desk, next to my computer. Conveniently, I have the charger plugged into the computer so that the phone remains plugged in, connected, and charging when I’m not using it.

				[image: check.png] Phones on coffee tables get buried under magazines and are often squished when rude people put their feet on the furniture.

				[image: check.png] Avoid putting your phone in direct sunlight; heat is a bad thing for any electronic gizmo.

				[image: check.png] Do not put your phone in the laundry (see the preceding section). See Chapter 23 for information on properly cleaning the phone.
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				Chapter 2

				On, Off, and Configuration

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Turning on the phone

				[image: arrow] Setting up your Galaxy Note

				[image: arrow] Running AT&T Ready2Go setup

				[image: arrow] Setting up accounts manually

				[image: arrow] Locking the Galaxy Note

				[image: arrow] Turning off your phone

				[image: 9781118388464-co02.tif]
				Modern technology wastes no time in confusing you. Case in point: The Galaxy Note lacks an on-off switch. Unlike the common table lamp, the Galaxy Note has no switch to flip to turn on the phone. Likewise, it has no switch for turning off the phone. Instead, the job is handled by something called a Power Lock button, which serves several functions beyond turning the thing on or off.

				See? What could be the most basic of operations turns out to be an ordeal that requires an entire chapter of explanation on turning the phone on, unlocking it, locking it, and turning it off. One button does all that. And if you haven’t yet experienced the thrill of turning on your phone for the first time, that duty is covered here as well.

				Hello!

				Go back in time 40 years and ask someone whether they know how to turn on their telephone. They would probably reply that the phone is “on” all the time or that you have to lift the handset to make a call or answer. O, life was so simple then, but using a  telephone was far more dull.

				Saying “Hello” to your Galaxy Note involves more than lifting it to your nose. It’s a process called power up, and this section explains how it works.

				Turning on your phone

				To turn on the Galaxy Note, press the Power Lock button for a second or  two. The phone vibrates slightly as it starts, and you see the Samsung logo displayed on the touchscreen. After that, you can enjoy the start-up animation. It takes a few additional moments for the phone to complete the startup  process.

				Eventually, you see the main unlocking screen, shown in Figure 2-1. Unlock the phone by touching the screen and dragging your finger an inch or so in any direction, as illustrated in the figure. As you drag your finger outward, the Padlock icon animates by unlocking itself and you’re granted access to the phone.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0201.eps]

				Figure 2-1: Unlocking the Galaxy Note.

				You can touch the screen anywhere to unlock the phone. You don’t  necessarily need to touch it in the same spot indicated in Figure 2-1.

				If you’ve configured extra security for your Galaxy Note, you might see one of three different types of lock screens, as illustrated in Figure 2-2. These screens appear in place of the standard locking screen, shown in Figure 2-1.

				To work the various alternative locks, you must trace a pattern on the screen, type a PIN, or type a password, as shown in Figure 2-2. See Chapter 22 for details on applying and using these types of screen locks.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0202.eps]

				Figure 2-2: Alternative screen locks.

				When you turn on your Galaxy Note for the first time, special start-up and configuration software runs. If the initial setup was completed at the Phone Store, you can now use your Galaxy Note. Otherwise, refer to the later  section “Account Setup” to see how to work through the setup process.

				If you’ve already set things up, you see the Home screen after you unlock the phone. Refer to Chapter 3 for information on what you can do at the Home screen.

				[image: check.png] In Figure 2-1, the lock screen indicates that one call has been missed and two text messages await review.

				[image: check.png] It’s not necessary to unlock the phone for an incoming call. For  information on receiving phone calls, see Chapter 5.

				[image: check.png] Even if the phone has a security pattern, PIN, or password lock screen, you can still make emergency calls: Touch the red Plus button to dial 911, or touch the Dialpad button (refer to Figure 2-2) to dial an emergency number.

				[image: check.png] The alternative screen locks may not show up if you lock and then quickly unlock the phone. That’s because a time-out value is associated with their use. Refer to Chapter 22 for information on setting the  time-out value. When this value isn’t reached, the standard unlocking screen (shown in Figure 2-1) is used.

				Unlocking the phone

				Most of the time, you don’t turn off your phone. Instead, you lock it. Either the Galaxy Note locks on its own, after a given period of inactivity, or you lock it by pressing the Power Lock button (covered later in this chapter).

				When the phone is locked, it’s still on and can receive calls, e-mail, and other notifications, but the touchscreen is turned off. You unlock the phone by pressing the Power Lock button. A simple, short press will do. Then work the locks as shown in Figures 2-1 and 2-2 and described in the preceding section.

				[image: check.png] Touching the touchscreen when the screen is off doesn’t unlock the phone.

				[image: check.png] An incoming call doesn’t unlock the phone, but information about the call is displayed on the touchscreen. See Chapter 5 for information on answering the phone.

				[image: check.png] The Galaxy Note continues to play music while it’s locked. See  Chapter 16 for more information on using an Galaxy Note as a portable music player.

				Account Setup

				To get the most from your Galaxy Note, you need a Google account. If you have one, that’s great. If you don’t, it’s easy — and free — to obtain one. See the nearby sidebar “Get yourself a Google account!” to get started.

				Beyond the Google account, you probably have other Internet accounts, including various e-mail and social networking accounts. You can set them up for use with the Galaxy Note as well. The information in this section tells you how the account setup is done.

				Setting up with AT&T Ready2Go

				The easiest way to configure your Galaxy Note is to run the AT&T Ready2Go app. You may have already done so before leaving the Phone Store. If not, you can do so now.

				The AT&T Ready2Go app works with your Galaxy Note and a computer  connected to the Internet to help configure your phone. You’ll fill in account information, contacts, and other configuration options on a web page using the computer. Then the AT&T mothership sends that information to your Galaxy Note, completing the setup process in one quick action.

				Get yourself a Google account!

				If you don’t already have a Google account,  run — don’t walk or mince — to a computer and create your own, free Google account: Use the computer’s web browser program to visit the main Google page, www.google.com. On that page, click the Sign In link. If you don’t see it, you already have a Google account. You’re done.

				After you click the Sign In link, another page appears. Locate the link that lets you create a new account. At the time this book went to press, the link was titled Sign Up for a New Google Account, though it may change in the future. Continue heeding the directions on the screen until you’ve created your own Google account.

				After your account is set up and configured. I recommend that you log off and then log back on to Google, to ensure that you did everything properly.



				You can start the AT&T Ready2Go app in one of two ways:

				[image: check.png] Touch the Applications icon found in the lower-right corner of the Home screen, and then choose the AT&T Ready2Go app from the Apps menu.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma008.tif][image: check.png] Look for the Ready2Go notification icon, similar to the one shown in the margin. Pull down the notifications, and choose AT&T Ready2Go to run the app.

				More information on using the Home screen and choosing notifications is found in Chapter 3. It’s okay to read that information now and then come back here and complete the setup later.

				After starting the AT&T Ready2Go app, follow these general steps to work through the process:

					1.	Touch the Get Started button.

					2.	On your computer, visit the website listed on the phone.

						The address I see is http://att.com/pair, though it may change in the future.

						A code also appears below the website address. You use the code in Step 3.

					3.	On your computer, on the AT&T Ready2Go web page, type the code you see on your Galaxy Note.

						Type the code using your computer. The code eventually synchronizes the information that you type on the web page with your Galaxy Note.

						The remaining steps take place on your computer, but keep the phone handy, anyway.

					4.	Click the Submit button.

					5.	Type your Google Gmail account name and password.

					6.	Ensure that check marks appear by the options Sync Contacts and Sync Calendar and by any other items that may show up.

					7.	Click the Add Gmail Account button.

						The web page thinks for a bit and eventually adds your Gmail account to a list of accounts on the right side of the screen.

					8.	Click the Next Step button.

						The next step is to add your social networking accounts. On the web page, on the left side of the screen, I see options for Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

					9.	Type your Facebook login and password.

						The login is usually your e-mail address.

						If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can choose another social networking site, or click the Next Step button to proceed.

					10.	Click the Add Account button.

					11.	Choose another social networking site, such as Twitter, from the left side of the screen, and repeat Steps 9 and 10 to add that account.

						On my computer, I see an option for adding a LinkedIn account.

						At this point, you’re pretty much done with the configuration, and you can click the Jump to Finish button to wrap things up. Otherwise, you can continue to work through the steps, adding contacts or choosing wallpaper, for example — until you’re finally bored and you click the Jump to Finish button out of exasperation.

						The final screen summarizes all the steps you’ve taken.

					12.	Click the Set Up My Phone button.

						As if by magic, the Internet communicates with your Galaxy Note and the changes you’ve specified are slapped down on the phone. Setup is complete.

					13.	On the phone, touch the Finish button.

				The primary thing you’re doing with the AT&T Ready2Go app is setting up your phone with a Google account. That account — specifically, your Google Gmail account — is the key to connecting the Galaxy Note with a host of services that Google offers for free on the Internet, as well as on your phone. Everything is nicely connected and synchronized — but only after you add your Google account.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	Don’t worry if you’ve skipped a step! You can, at any time, add or change accounts, add contacts, or change the wallpaper and other settings. This book describes all these items in later chapters; check the index for specific items.

				Adding accounts the manual way

				The AT&T Ready2Go app sets up all your Internet accounts on the Galaxy Note in one action. If you’ve skipped an account, or if you want to add one later, you can follow these steps at any time:

					1.	Go to the Home screen.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma007.tif]		The Home screen is the main screen on your phone. You can always get there by pressing the Home soft button, found at the bottom of the touchscreen.

					2.	Press the Menu soft button.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma005.tif]		The Menu soft button is found at the bottom of the touchscreen, right next to the Home soft button.

					3.	Choose the Settings command.

						The Settings command helps you access internal options, controls, and settings for configuring your Galaxy Note. This command is a popular place to visit while you read this book.

					4.	Choose Accounts and Sync.

						On the Accounts and Sync screen, under the Manage Accounts heading, is a list of accounts configured for your Galaxy Note. The list may be empty, or it may contain several accounts.

					5.	Touch the Add Account button.

						A list of accounts that you can add appears. The list varies, depending on which apps are installed on your phone.

					6.	Choose an account to add.

						For example, if you haven’t yet set up your Google account, choose Google.

					7.	Work through the steps on the screen to sign in to the account.

						Typically, you type your username and password. The phone contacts the Internet and synchronizes your account information.

					8.	If prompted, ensure that check marks appear by the all the Data & Synchronization options.

						By placing check marks by all these items, you ensure that the phone completely synchronizes with all your account information.

					9.	Touch the Finish button.

					10.	Touch the Finish Setup button.

						You’re done.

				Press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen.

				[image: check.png] The only accounts you can’t configure using the Accounts and Sync screen are e-mail accounts. To set up your e-mail accounts, refer to Chapter 9.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma004.tif][image: check.png] If you change an account password and forget to tell the phone about it, you see an alert notification, similar to the one shown in the margin. Pull down the notifications and choose Sign In Error for that specific account. Follow the directions on the screen to update your password.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 3 for more information about soft buttons, the Home screen, and the App menu.

				Goodbye!

				You can dismiss your Galaxy Note in one of several ways. The most popular way is to lock the phone. Another way is to turn off the phone. The most  difficult way to dismiss the phone involves a vat of mayonnaise and a  howitzer, but this book just doesn’t have room enough to properly describe that method.

				Locking the phone

				To lock your Galaxy Note, press and release the Power Lock button. No matter what you’re doing, the phone’s touchscreen display turns off. The phone itself isn’t off, but the touchscreen display goes dark and ignores your touches.

				[image: check.png] Your Galaxy Note will probably spend most of its time locked.

				[image: check.png] Locking the phone doesn’t disconnect a phone call. In fact, it’s safer to talk on the phone when it’s locked because you eliminate the risk of accidentally touching anything on the screen.

				[image: check.png] The Galaxy Note features a proximity sensor, which automatically locks the phone whenever its face is close to another object.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] Locking doesn’t turn off the phone; you can still receive calls while the phone is locked.

				[image: check.png] Any timers or alarms you’ve set are still scheduled while the phone is locked, and music continues to play. See Chapter 17 for information on setting timers and alarms; Chapter 16 covers playing music.

				Controlling the automatic lock timeout

				The Galaxy Note is configured to automatically lock itself after a given  period of inactivity. You can control the time-out value to intervals between 15 seconds and 10 minutes. To confirm or change the time-out, obey these steps:

					1.	At the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

					2.	Choose Settings.

					3.	Choose Display.

					4.	Choose Screen Timeout.

					5.	Choose a time-out value from the list that’s provided.

						The standard value is 1 minute.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma007.tif]	6.	Press the Home soft button to return to the Home screen.

				When you don’t touch the screen, or when you aren’t using the phone, the lock timer starts ticking. About ten seconds before the time-out value you’ve set (refer to Step 5), the touchscreen dims. Then the phone goes to sleep. If you touch the screen before then, the lock timer is reset.

				Turning off the phone

				To turn off your Galaxy Note, you must access the Phone Options menu, shown in Figure 2-3. Follow these steps:

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0203.tif]

				Figure 2-3: The Phone Options menu.

					1.	Press and hold the Power Lock button until the Phone Options menu appears.

					2.	Choose the Power Off item.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma006.tif]		If you change your mind and don’t want to turn off the phone, press the Back soft button to cancel.

					3.	Touch the OK button to confirm.

						You see some animation as the phone shuts itself off. Eventually, the touchscreen goes dark.

				When the phone is turned off, it doesn’t receive calls or trigger notifications or alarms. Incoming calls go to voice mail; see Chapter 7 for more information on voice mail.

				
			

			
		

	
		
			
				
					[image: 9781118388464-ba03.tif]
				

			

			
				Chapter 3

				Rule the Galaxy Note

				
				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Understanding the soft buttons

				[image: arrow] Touching the touchscreen

				[image: arrow] Changing the phone’s volume

				[image: arrow] Entering Vibrate mode or Silent mode

				[image: arrow] Reorienting the phone

				[image: arrow] Viewing Home screen panels

				[image: arrow] Checking notifications

				[image: arrow] Accessing Quick Actions

				[image: arrow] Running applications and working widgets

				[image: arrow] Reviewing recently used apps

				[image: 9781118388464-co03.tif]
				I’ve looked and looked, and so far I count only two-and-a-half buttons on the Galaxy Note — the Power Lock button and the Volume button, which is only one physical button with an upper half and a lower half. Beyond that, the phone is utterly flat and devoid of buttons, knobs, switches, and dials. That begs the question: How do you control a phone whose main method of input is essentially a flat piece of glass?

				Answer: You read this chapter, which explains the basic operations, methods, and features of the Samsung Galaxy Note smartphone. 

				Basic Operations

				You probably messed around with your phone well before your eyes hit this page. That’s fine: The urge to play with new technology can sometimes be unbearable. I’m certain that many a caveman set his hair ablaze learning to  work with fire. Your exposure to the Galaxy Note need not be so dramatic or  disfiguring. Simply read this section and you’ll get the hang of things in no time.

				Using the soft buttons

				Below the touchscreen on your Galaxy Note dwell two to four buttons labeled with icons. They’re soft buttons, and they perform specific functions no matter what you’re doing on the phone. The soft buttons are, from left to right, Menu, Home, Back, and Search.

				Menu

					[image: 9781118388464-ma005.tif]	Pressing the Menu soft button displays a pop-up menu, from which you can choose commands to control whichever app you’re using. You can press the Menu soft button again to hide the pop-up menu. And if nothing happens when you press the Menu soft button, a pop-up menu isn’t available.

				Home

					[image: 9781118388464-ma007.tif]	Pressing the Home soft button displays the Home screen. In this way, it works like the “quit” command in a computer program, and it works no matter what you’re doing on your phone.

				When you’re already viewing the Home screen, pressing the Home soft button returns you to the main (center) Home screen.

				Pressing and holding the Home button displays a list of recently opened apps.

				Back

					[image: 9781118388464-ma006.tif]	The Back soft button serves several purposes, all of which neatly fit under the concept of back. Press the soft button once to go back to a previous page, close a menu, close a window, or dismiss the onscreen keyboard, for example. I’m certain that the Back soft button is the one you’ll press most often.

				Search

					[image: 9781118388464-ma010.tif]	The Search soft button is your direct connection to the phone’s powerful Search command. The Galaxy Note is, after all, a Google phone. Press the Search soft button once to summon the phone-and-web search command. Or press the Search soft button in a specific app, such as Contacts (the phone’s address book), to search within that app.

				See Chapter 8 for more information on your phone’s address book app.

				When you press and hold the Search soft button, you see the Voice Search app, which lets you command the phone with your voice. See Chapter 24 for more information on the Voice Search app.

				Soft key enlightenment

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	All four soft buttons light up whenever you press one, which makes them easier to see. Whether you like them illuminated all the time or never, follow these steps:

					1.	At the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

						See how they light up? Good.

					2.	Choose Settings.

					3.	Choose Display.

					4.	Choose Touch Key Light Duration.

						The Display screen refers to the soft buttons as touch keys, for some reason.

					5.	Choose an option.

						For example, choose Always On so that the buttons are always easy to see.

				Keeping the soft key lights on all the time doesn’t noticeably drain the battery.

				When you lock the phone, the soft key lights turn off no matter which setting you’ve chosen.

				Manipulating the touchscreen

				The touchscreen works in combination with one or two of your fingers, or one of your fingers and the tip of your nose. Oh, why not be adventurous?

				No matter how you touch it (and I do recommend fingers), you can use  several touchscreen-manipulation techniques:

				Touch: In this simple operation, you touch the screen. Generally, you’re touching an object such as an app icon or button. You might also see the term press or tap.

				Double-tap: Touch the screen in the same location twice. A double-tap can  be used to zoom in on an image or a map or to zoom out. Because of the  double-tap’s dual nature, I recommend using the pinch and spread operations instead.

				Long-press: Touch and hold part of the screen. Some operations, such as moving an icon on the Home screen, begin with the long-press.

				Swipe: When you swipe, you start with your finger in one spot and then drag it to another spot. A swipe can move up, down, left, or right, and it can be fast or slow. A swipe, sometimes called a flick, can be used to slide something around on the screen or to move an object.

				Pinch: A pinch involves two fingers, which start out separated and then are brought together. The pinch is used to zoom out on an image or a map.

				Spread: In the opposite of a pinch, you start with your fingers together and then spread them. The spread is used to zoom in.

				Rotate: Use two fingers to twist around a central point on the touchscreen, which has the effect of rotating an object on the screen. If you have trouble with this operation, imagine that you’re turning the dial on a safe.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	You cannot use the touchscreen while wearing gloves, unless they’re gloves specially designed for using an electronic touchscreen, such as the gloves that Batman wears.

				Setting the volume

				The phone’s volume control is found on the left side of the phone as it’s facing you. Press the top part of the button to raise the volume. Press the bottom part of the button to lower the volume, as illustrated in Figure 3-1.

				The volume control works for whatever noise the phone is making when you use it: When you’re on a call, the volume control sets the level of the call. When you’re listening to music or watching a video, the volume control sets the media volume.

				The volume can be preset for the phone and for media, alarms, and  notifications. See Chapter 22 for information.

				“Silence your phone!”

				You hear it all the time: “Please silence your cell phones.” The quick way to obey this command on your Galaxy Note is to keep pressing the Volume Down button until the phone vibrates. What you’re doing is setting the phone to Silent-and-Vibrate mode.

				The phone can also be silenced from the Phone Options menu. Obey these steps:

					1.	Press and hold the Power Lock button.

						The Phone Options menu appears.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0301.eps]

				Figure 3-1: The Galaxy Note’s volume control.

					2.	Choose the Silent Mode option.

						The phone is silenced.

				To make the phone noisy again, simply touch the Volume Up button. 

					[image: 9781118388464-ma012.tif]	When the phone is silenced, the Silenced icon appears on the status bar.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma011.tif]	When the phone is in Vibrate mode, the Vibration icon appears on the  status bar.

				It’s possible to silence the phone and not place it in Vibrate mode. Details are offered in Chapter 22.

				Enjoying the accelerometer

				An accelerometer is the gizmo that determines the Galaxy Note’s orientation. Most often, the accelerometer comes into play when you move the phone from an upright position to a horizontal one, as illustrated in Figure 3-2.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0302.eps]

				Figure 3-2: Vertical and horizontal orientations.

				In Figure 3-2, the Web app is used to view a website in both vertical and  horizontal locations. Often, websites are easier to view on a phone in horizontal orientation.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	If the screen doesn’t rotate, especially in the Web app, the Screen Rotation feature may be disabled on your Galaxy Note. See the later section “Using Quick Actions” for information on displaying Quick Actions. Choose the Screen Rotation Quick Action to reenable the feature.

				Another way to employ the Galaxy Note’s accelerometer is to activate the Motion feature. Follow these steps:

					1.	At the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

					2.	Choose Settings.

					3.	Choose Motion.

						The Motions screen lets you control the Motion Activation services, as listed on the screen. The services let you control things that the Galaxy Note does by moving the phone.

					4.	Place a check mark by the words Motion Activation to enable the  feature.

						Four motions are available after Motion Activation is enabled:

						Tilt to Zoom: Touch the screen with your thumbs and tilt the phone away or toward you to zoom in or out.

						Pan to Edit: Touch an object on the screen, and shift the phone left or right to move the object to another screen.

						Shake to Update: Shake the phone to scan it for available Bluetooth devices.

						Turn Over to Mute: Flip the phone over on its face, and the sound is instantly silenced.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]		You can try out the motions by choosing one and then touching the Learn About menu item.

					5.	Choose a motion to enable or disable that particular option, adjust sensitivity, or see a demo.

				The phone prompts you to try various motions when you start certain apps, such as the Web app. You can disable the prompt by placing a green check mark in the Do Not Ask Again box and then touching the Cancel button.

				[image: check.png] You can orient the phone to the left or right, but rare is the app that orients itself when you twist the phone upside down.

				[image: check.png] The Home screen stays in the vertical orientation unless you place the Galaxy Note into a desktop dock.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 10 for more information on using the Galaxy Note to browse the web.

				[image: check.png] Most apps switch the orientation from portrait to landscape when you tilt the phone. A few apps, mostly games, are fixed to one orientation or another.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 19 for more information on Bluetooth.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma009.tif][image: check.png] A useful application for demonstrating the phone’s accelerometer is the game Labyrinth. It can be purchased at the Google Play Store, or a free version, Labyrinth Lite, can be downloaded. See Chapter 18 for more information on the Google Play Store.

				Home Screen Chores

				The center of activity on your Galaxy Note is the location called the Home screen. It’s the first thing you see after unlocking your phone, it’s where you’re returned to when you quit an app, and it appears when you press the Home soft button. Knowing how to work the Home screen is the key to  getting the most from your phone.

				Examining the Home screen

				The Galaxy Note Home screen is shown in Figure 3-3. It has several points of interest you need to know about. Here’s the list, along with the names for those items as used throughout this book:

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0303.eps]

				Figure 3-3: The Home screen.

				Status bar: The top of the Home screen is a thin, informative strip that I call the status bar. It contains notification icons and status icons, plus the current time.

				Notifications: These icons come and go, depending on what happens in your digital life. For example, a new notification icon appears whenever you receive a new e-mail message or have a pending appointment. The section “Reviewing notifications,” later in this chapter, describes how to deal with notifications.

				Phone status: Icons on the right end of the status bar represent the phone’s current condition, such as the type of network it’s connected to, signal strength, and battery status, as well as whether the speaker has been muted or a Wi-Fi network is connected, for example.

				Widgets: These teensy programs can display information, let you control the phone, manipulate a phone feature, access a program, or do something purely amusing. You can read more about widgets in Chapter 22.

				App icons: The meat of the meal on the Home screen plate is the app icon. Touching this icon runs its program, or app.

				Panel index: These dots clue you in to which Home screen panel you’re viewing. Touching a dot instantly zooms you to that panel. See the next  section for more information on Home screen panels.

				Dock: The bottom of every Home screen panel contains the same five icons. You can change the first four icons, but the Applications icon remains steady.

				Phone: You use the Phone app to make calls. It’s kind of a big deal.

				Applications: Touching the Applications app displays the App menu, a paged list of all apps installed on your phone. The later section “All the Apps” describes how it works.

				Specific directions for using these individual Home screen gizmos are found throughout this chapter.

				[image: check.png] The Home screen is entirely customizable. You can add and remove icons from the Home screen, add widgets and shortcuts, and even change wallpaper images. See Chapter 22 for more information.

				[image: check.png] Touching part of the Home screen that doesn’t feature an icon or a control does nothing — unless you’re using the live wallpaper feature. In that case, touching the screen changes the wallpaper in some way, depending on the wallpaper that’s selected. You can read more about live wallpaper in Chapter 22.

				Accessing the Home screen panels

				The Home screen is six times wider than the one you see on the front of your Galaxy Note. The Home screen has left and right wings, three apiece, as shown in Figure 3-4. That’s a total of seven Home screen panels.

				To switch from one panel to the next, swipe the screen left or right. The Panel index (refer to Figure 3-3) tells you which panel you’re viewing. You can touch any dot in the Panel index to instantly zoom to that panel; press the Home soft button to zoom to the center panel.

				The number of Home screen panels, as well as their arrangement, can be changed. You can have anywhere from one to seven Home screen panels on the Galaxy Note. Chapter 24 describes how to add, remove, and rearrange the panels.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0304.eps]

				Figure 3-4: All the Home screen panels.

				Reviewing notifications

				Notifications are represented by icons at the top of the Home screen, as  illustrated earlier, in Figure 3-3. To see what the notifications say, peel down the top part of the screen, shown in Figure 3-5.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0305.eps]

				Figure 3-5: Accessing notifications.

				The operation works like this:

					1.	Touch the status bar at the top of the touchscreen.

					2.	Swipe your finger all the way down the front of the touchscreen.

						This action works like you’re controlling a roll-down blind: Grab the  top part of the touchscreen and drag it downward all the way. The  notifications appear in a list, as shown in Figure 3-6.

					3.	Touch a notification to see what’s up.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0306.eps]

				Figure 3-6: The notification list.

				Touching a notification opens the app that generated the alert. For example, touching the Gmail notification displays a new message in the inbox.

				If you choose not to touch a notification, you can “roll up” the notification list by sliding the panel control back to the top of the touchscreen or by pressing the Back soft button.

				[image: check.png] A notification icon doesn’t disappear after you look at it — and those icons can stack up!

				[image: check.png] You can access notifications just about any time you’re using the Galaxy Note. You don’t necessarily need to be viewing the Home screen to pull down notifications.

				[image: check.png] To dismiss all notification icons, touch the Clear button, shown in  Figure 3-6.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma076.tif][image: check.png] When more notifications are present than can be shown on the status bar, you see the More Notifications icon displayed, as shown in the margin. The number on the icon indicates how many additional  notifications are available.

				[image: check.png] Dismissing notifications doesn’t prevent them from appearing again later. For example, notifications to update your programs continue to appear, as do calendar reminders.

				[image: check.png] Some programs, such as Facebook and Twitter, don’t display notifications unless you’re logged in. See Chapter 11.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] Notification icons appear on the screen when the phone is locked. You must unlock the phone before you can drag down the status bar to  display notifications.

				Using Quick Actions

				Adorning the top of the notifications list are some buttons, as shown in Figure 3-6. These buttons, known as the Quick Actions, turn on or off certain common phone features: Wi-Fi network access, Bluetooth, GPS, Airplane mode, and the ability of the screen to reorient itself.

				You access the Quick Actions by pulling down the notification list, as described in the preceding section. Touch a button to turn that Quick Action on or off; items that are on are displayed in green, such as Wi-Fi in Figure 3-6.

				[image: check.png] There are more complicated ways to activate all the Quick Actions  features, as described elsewhere in this book. But don’t fret: I promise to remind you of the Quick Actions when the time comes.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 19 for information on Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and GPS.

				[image: check.png] Airplane mode is covered in Chapter 21.

				[image: check.png] Screen rotation is mentioned earlier in this chapter, in the section “Enjoying the accelerometer.” 

				Starting an app

				It’s cinchy to run an app on the Home screen: Touch its icon. The app starts.

				[image: check.png] Not all apps appear on the Home screen, but all of them appear when you display the Apps menu. See the section “Browsing the Apps menu for apps,” later in this chapter.

				[image: check.png] When an app closes or you quit the app, you return to the Home screen.

				[image: check.png] App is short for application.

				Using a widget

				A widget is a teensy program that “floats” over the Home screen, as shown earlier, in Figure 3-3. To use a widget, simply touch it. What happens after that depends on the widget.

				For example, touching the Google Search widget displays the onscreen  keyboard and lets you type, or dictate, something to search for on the Internet. A weather widget may display information about the current weather, and social networking widgets may display status updates or tweets, for example.

				Information on these and other widgets appears elsewhere in this book. See Chapter 22 for information on working with widgets.

				All the Apps

				Your phone has far more apps than have been slapped down on the Home screen. The place to find those apps is the Apps menu.

				Browsing the Apps menu for apps

				To behold all apps installed on your Galaxy Note, touch the Applications icon, nestled in the lower-right corner of the Home screen. You see the Apps menu displayed, as shown in Figure 3-7.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0307.tif]

				Figure 3-7: The Apps menu screen.

				As with the Home screen, you can have multiple App menu panels; swipe the screen left or right to hunt down additional apps. The panel index, illustrated in Figure 3-7, shows you how many panels are available and which one you’re viewing.

				To run an app, touch its icon. The app starts, taking over the screen and doing whatever magical thing the app does.

				[image: remember_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] When you can’t find an app, remember to look on the Dock (refer to Figure 3-7). That Dock mirrors the Home screen Dock, with the exception of the Home icon where the Application icon would be. Touching the Home icon returns you to the Home screen.

				[image: check.png] The Apps menu is entirely customizable. In Figure 3-7, you see Alphabetical Grid view. To change the view, touch the Menu soft button and choose the View Type command.

				[image: check.png] Customizable Grid view allows you to edit and rearrange icons on the Apps menu. See Chapter 18.

				[image: check.png] Apps menu folders can be created, as shown in Figure 3-7. Be sure to look into those folders for any apps you may be unable to find.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] When you need to find all apps, choose Alphabetical List view: Press the Menu soft button, choose View Type, and then choose Alphabetical List.

				Reviewing recently used apps

					[image: 9781118388464-ma007.tif]	If you’re like me, you probably use the same apps over and over, on both your computer and your phone. You can easily access the list of recent programs on your Galaxy Note by pressing and holding the Home soft button. When you do, you see a list of the most recently accessed programs, as shown in Figure 3-8.

				[image: 9781118388464-fg0308.tif]

				Figure 3-8: Recently opened apps.

				Choose a recent app from the list to open that app again, or to return to the app if it’s already open and running.

					[image: 9781118388464-ma006.tif]	To exit the list of recently used apps, press the Back soft button.

				[image: check.png] You can press and hold the Home soft button in any application at any time to see the recently used apps list.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 24 for information on using the Task Manager.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]	[image: check.png] For programs you use all the time, consider creating shortcuts on the Home screen. Chapter 22 describes how to create shortcuts to apps as well as shortcuts to people and shortcuts to instant messaging and all sorts of fun stuff.
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