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				Introduction

				People constantly ask me whether wedding etiquette still exists today or is merely something from the past. Well, the answer to this question is really two sided. Yes, today’s engaged couples toss out traditional etiquette faster than they throw the wedding bouquet. And, yes, the rules have relaxed a bit since the Victorian era; however, a certain level of common sense and basic etiquette is still necessary in every facet and phase of wedding planning, not to mention the protocol needed for the big day itself. Familiarizing yourself with what to do before, during, and after the wedding will help you ensure that everyone, from the ring bearer to the caterer, enjoys the ceremony and all the wedding festivities. Wedding Etiquette For Dummies is here to help you do just that.

				About This Book

				You’ve announced your engagement, your phone is ringing off the hook, and your mother, future mother-in-law, sister, aunt, and cousin are all calling to ask questions and give opinions. Plus, you’re looking into possible ceremony and reception locations and talking to caterers, florists, photographers, and wedding planners — just to name a few folks. Are you feeling overwhelmed, yet? Well, buckle your seat belt because the ride is about to begin! Wedding Etiquette For Dummies guides brides, grooms, and friends and family of happily engaged couples through the basics of appropriate wedding behavior, from the engagement announcement throughout the planning process to the big day itself and beyond.

				Use this book as a reference guide, reading any section that interests you. You can start at the back, in the middle, or at the beginning — it’s your choice.

				Conventions Used in This Book

				To help you make your way through this book, I use the following conventions:

				Italics highlight definitions and emphasize certain words.

				Boldface text indicates key words in bulleted lists and actions to take in numbered lists.

				Monofont highlights Web addresses.

				When this book was printed, some Web addresses may have needed to break across two lines of text. If that happened, rest assured that I didn’t put in any extra characters (such as hyphens) to indicate the break. When you’re entering one of these Web addresses, just type exactly what you see in this book, pretending the line break doesn’t exist.

				What You’re Not to Read

				Throughout this book, I share information that may be interesting to you but isn’t essential to your understanding of a given wedding etiquette topic. So feel free to skip the sidebars (shaded gray boxes) within the chapters. They don’t provide vital information you need to know to incorporate etiquette into your wedding.

				Foolish Assumptions

				In short, I assume that those of you who pick up this book are planning to marry or perhaps that you’re a family member or friend of someone who’s engaged. You may want to clear up some confusion about the complexity of planning a wedding, or maybe you’re seeking some guidance on the finer points of wedding etiquette. Whatever your reason is for reading this book, I hope you find it helpful and have fun as you incorporate some wedding etiquette that often gets overlooked!

				How This Book Is Organized

				I organized this book into 5 parts and 18 chapters, separated according to specific topics and situations. You don’t need to read any previous chapters to understand a later one that’s of interest to you. Just jump around to find what you need or check out the table of contents to locate the specific subject matter you’re curious about. I provide cross-referencing between the chapters to help you find more information on certain topics.

				Part I: Engaging in Proper Wedding Etiquette from the Start

				In this part, I walk you through all the etiquette involved at the beginning of the wedding planning process. Many questions come up when it comes to how to properly share the news of your engagement, whether to throw an engagement party, and how to gracefully handle friends and family who may not be excited about the announcement. I address all these issues in Chapter 2. If you’re interested in technology, turn to Chapter 3, where I talk about the etiquette behind creating a wedding Web site and using e-mail during wedding planning. If you need to figure out who pays for what, check out Chapter 4, where I explain everything from the traditional expenses for the couple and their families to how to stay on a budget while keeping your cool.

				Part II: The Main Event: Planning Your Ceremony and Reception

				In this part, you find details for creating a memorable and tasteful wedding celebration. In Chapter 5, I describe different types of ceremony styles (such as religious, civil, military, and others). In Chapter 6, I offer advice on choosing an appropriate ceremony site and officiant and personalizing your wedding with readings, music, and more. I explain all the details for selecting a proper reception venue along with tips for planning different aspects of your reception in Chapter 7.

				Part III: Working on Wedding Details with Your Manners Intact

				This part addresses all the etiquette you need to know as you plan your big day. Chapter 8 helps you through the highly personal and subjective task of choosing a wedding party. I offer etiquette advice specifically to help you through the selection process, along with tips on determining the number of attendants and advice for breaking away from the norm. You find advice on choosing your wedding attire in relation to the various levels of formality in Chapter 9. And, if you’re struggling with the guest list, check out Chapter 10, which lays out the etiquette ground rules.

				That’s not all! In Chapter 11, you find the details for composing your wedding invitations and the all-important etiquette involved with assembling, addressing, and mailing them. Chapter 12 offers you advice on registering for gifts and the proper way to present gifts to family members and the bridal party. Finally, Chapter 13 addresses the major etiquette involved in the prewedding festivities, from the bridal shower to the rehearsal dinner.

				Part IV: Behaving on the Big Day and Beyond

				This part covers everything that occurs on your wedding day. Chapter 14 helps you specifically with the ceremony, from how to properly greet and seat guests to what steps to follow for a proper processional, recessional, and other ceremony rituals. Chapter 15 includes etiquette advice on events at the reception: giving toasts, cutting the cake, and more. Chapter 16 finishes up the wedding festivities with tips on celebrating after the big day, including the protocol involved with sending thank-you notes.

				Part V: The Part of Tens

				This part is chock-full of good advice, given concisely for your convenience. In Chapter 17, I offer you ten tried-and-true tips for getting along with vendors and the wedding planner. And in Chapter 18, I provide some important etiquette guidance for marriages the second time around.

				Icons Used in This Book

				I use little pictures, called icons, to flag important bits of information throughout the book. Here’s what these icons mean:

				[image: Remember.eps]This icon points out take-home messages you can use before, during, and after your wedding.

				[image: Tip.eps]Wherever you see this icon, you find small hints that help make the bumps you may encounter as you plan your wedding a little easier.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]When you see this sign, pay attention — or watch out!

				Where to Go from Here

				If you’re new to the whole wedding etiquette thing, I suggest you start off with the basics in Part I; otherwise, feel free to skip to the section you’re interested in. I hope that, as you read, you pick up ideas and information that make your wedding day the day you’ve always dreamed of!

			

		

	
		
			
			

			
				Part I

				Engaging in Proper Wedding Etiquette from the Start
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In this part...

				In this part, I provide suggestions and advice on incorporating etiquette and grace into the beginning of your wedding planning — starting with the proper way of announcing your engagement. I talk about the basics of save-the-date cards and engagement parties, and I give you helpful information for creating a wedding Web site. I also offer some gentle guidance on how to politely handle sticky situations, such as dealing with family or friends who may object to your marriage. Finally, I offer advice on the all-important task of managing your wedding finances — and keeping the peace at the same time!

			

			
			
		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Incorporating Etiquette into Your Wedding

				In This Chapter

				Announcing your happy news

				Properly using technology during wedding planning

				Determining the budget and planning duties

				Coordinating all the details

				Acting appropriately on — and after —your big day

				Now that you’re newly engaged, it’s time to start the planning! As exhilarating and fun as wedding planning can be, you need to keep in mind that weddings scream etiquette more than just about any other event in life, so, before you get started, take some time to understand the guidelines — which is where this book comes in.

				From the moment you become engaged to the moment you and your beloved wave farewell to your guests after the reception (and beyond!), this book provides all you need to know to plan your wedding, walk down the aisle, and receive your guests with grace, dignity, and good manners. This chapter introduces you to the essentials. Gracious planning, and best wishes!

				[image: Remember.eps]Etiquette (in other words, good manners) is a way of honoring and showing respect to other people in any circumstance, no matter what.

				Sharing the News of Your Engagement

				Announcing your engagement can be thrilling, intimidating, stressful, or all of the above, depending on whom you’re telling. But properly announcing your engagement is more than just informing your family and phoning your friends: It’s alerting the media. (Just kidding — sort of.)

				Really, though, you need to give careful thought to how and when you tell your parents, children (if you have any), siblings, grandparents, other relatives, friends, and co-workers. What should you do if someone objects to your engagement? How do you word the newspaper announcement? And what about save-the-date cards — are those really necessary?

				Chapter 2 covers all these concerns in detail. It also explains everything you need to know about the etiquette of having engagement parties and handling the unfortunate situation of calling off the engagement.

				Putting Technology to Proper Use during Wedding Planning

				A wedding Web site is an excellent tool for publishing details about your engagement and wedding. For example, you can provide a place for guests to select their meal preferences, as well as share information about accommodations for out-of-town guests. You can even tell your personal engagement story or the tale of how you met. And don’t forget to share photos — just make sure they’re appropriate for all your guests.

				Chapter 3 gives you all the Web site etiquette and pointers you need to know. It also discusses the use of e-mail during wedding planning. In some instances, e-mail is completely inappropriate (such as in place of formal wedding invitations or thank-you notes), but there are a few times when using e-mail is okay.

				[image: Remember.eps]As wonderful as a wedding Web site can be, know that such sites (along with e-mail) don’t take the place of formal announcements and invitations. After all, Grandma probably doesn’t have access to the Internet, and even if she does, she still wants a printed invitation for a keepsake.

				Establishing the Budget and Planning Responsibilities

				Over the years, the people responsible for funding the wedding have changed. Traditionally, the bride’s family paid for a good portion of the costs, but today about 30 percent of couples pay for their own weddings, sometimes with a little help from both their families.

				Knowing who pays for what can be tricky. Trickier still is graciously managing overly ambitious (yes, pushy) people who want to have a major say in how you plan your wedding. Fear not! You don’t have to go at it alone. Chapter 4 focuses on handling budget and planning responsibilities with grace.

				Making Plans for Your Ceremony and Reception

				Although etiquette certainly plays a major role on your wedding day, good manners are also crucial when you’re planning the basics of your ceremony and reception, as you find out in this section.

				Understanding different ceremony styles

				In addition to choosing whether to have a formal or informal wedding, you have to choose to have either a religious or secular service — both of these decisions somewhat determine your ceremony’s overall style. Various faiths/denominations have unique customs. A Christian wedding is vastly different from a Hindu wedding, for example. Military weddings have a certain protocol. Destination weddings and commitment ceremonies involve their own etiquette guidelines. Each of these choices helps define your particular wedding style.

				Chapter 5 gives etiquette considerations for a variety of wedding ceremony styles.

				Deciding your ceremony’s details

				After you settle on a ceremony style, it’s time for the fun stuff: figuring out the ceremony details. You have to choose everything from the date and time to the content of your programs — all while keeping your manners intact and ensuring that the ceremony itself is appropriate. Here are a few of the topics I cover in Chapter 6:

				Making sure your ceremony style matches your location

				Agreeing on a date and selecting a time that works for your ceremony’s level of formality

				Graciously communicating to the officiant your desires for the ceremony and working well with the officiant throughout the entire planning process

				Selecting your music, special readings, and vows

				Appropriately honoring deceased loved ones

				Assembling wedding programs

				Planning your transportation to and from the ceremony

				Preparing for your reception

				After you become engaged, the ceremony and reception sites are among the first things you need to select and book (after the officiant, if possible). In fact, many couples pick their wedding dates from the list of available dates they get from their chosen venues. (Gee, how romantic!)

				After you’ve booked a site, what do you have to consider as you plan the rest of your reception? Chapter 7 is your go-to chapter for helpful etiquette guidelines about this step of the planning process.

				Working Out the Details of Your Wedding

				Working out the details of your wedding means selecting your attendants, choosing appropriate attire, assembling your guest list, putting together invitations and wedding announcements, giving and receiving gifts graciously, and attending a variety of festivities before the wedding. This section introduces guidelines on how to effortlessly navigate through these details.

				Choosing your wedding party

				After you know the style of your wedding, you can figure out the appropriate number of attendants to have. You probably have two special people in mind to be your maid or matron of honor and your best man, but you need to come up with a few more attendants, too. I discuss the main wedding-party considerations in Chapter 8.

				[image: Remember.eps]Carefully considering the bridal party you want to surround yourself with on this special occasion is an important part of ensuring that your wedding day becomes a wonderful memory for years to come.

				Shopping for wedding attire

				Wedding attire doesn’t have to translate to fashion disaster for your attendants. A little planning, a little compromising, and voilà — everyone wins.

				You can have the wedding of your dreams without sentencing your attendants to the wedding of their nightmares. Chapter 9 covers the important points you need to know to help you choose wedding attire that’s both appropriate and stylish. It also discusses how to outfit the happy couple.

				Putting together the guest list

				A cold, hard fact of life is that unless you’re a gazillionaire, you have to make your guest list match your budget, which often means you can’t invite everyone you’ve ever known. Some guests will be on your must-invite list; some will be on your should-invite list; others will be on your could-invite list. Chapter 10 explains all the etiquette details for assembling your guest list.

				Assembling invitations and announcements

				Invitations and announcements should, of course, match the style (formal or informal) of your wedding. But you’re no longer forced to choose either white or ivory. Not at all. Today you can choose from a beautiful array of wedding stationery — something to fit every wedding style and budget.

				But you can’t stop after you pick out your invitation style. You have to word your invitation properly and then figure out how to stuff all the enclosures into one nice, neat packet to mail to your guests. And, of course, you have to address those packets correctly, too. Find out all these details in Chapter 11, which also explains when to mail your invitations, what to do if your wedding is canceled or postponed after the invitations are out, and when (and why) to send wedding announcements.

				Giving and receiving gifts

				Current research indicates that more than 91 percent of couples register for — and receive — gifts from an average of 200 guests. Most of these gifts are between $85 and $100. Not to mention you and your spouse-to-be have to give your own gifts to all your wedding party members and a few other special helpers. With so many people involved, you better believe you have a few etiquette guidelines to follow as you register for, receive, and give gifts. Chapter 12 includes details to help you get through the gift process gracefully.

				Acting appropriately at prewedding parties

				Wedding festivities aren’t limited to just the big day. Prewedding celebrations include bridal showers and the all-important rehearsal dinner. Like at the wedding, guidelines for etiquette prevail at these parties, too. Have fun at your parties, but keep your manners intact! Chapter 13 discusses these events and the appropriate etiquette guidelines that go with each one.

				Behaving on and after Your Wedding Day

				You’ve finally arrived at your big day, and everyone’s etiquette antennae are up and running. You just have to get through the ceremony and reception, and then you can focus on happily ever after. Here’s what you need to know and where you can find it:

				The ceremony: Chapter 14 guides you and your star players through the nerve-wracking event known as the ceremony.

				[image: Remember.eps] Knowledge is power. Knowing what you’re supposed to do will help you remain confident and radiant as you marry the love of your life.

				The reception: Finally; it’s time for the party you’ve waited for all your life . . . your reception! Take note: The reception is no time to throw etiquette to the wind. After all, you’ve had a wonderful wedding up until now; why give your guests a lasting memory that, at best, embarrasses you or, at worst, seriously offends someone else? For all the details on reception etiquette, check out Chapter 15.

				After the big day: After the wedding day is over, you need to tie up a few loose ends to make your wedding experience a complete etiquette success and to give yourselves a positive place to start your new life together. Chapter 16 is your guide to a happy ending.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Announcing Your Engagement with Elegance

				In This Chapter

				Telling family, friends, and co-workers the happy news

				Handling objections to your engagement

				Placing a newspaper announcement and sending save-the-date cards

				Planning a memorable engagement party

				Gracefully handling a cancellation

				Becoming engaged may be one of the most significant moments of your life. At the time, it may seem like you and your beloved are the only two people on earth, but, in reality, a wedding typically isn’t just the uniting of two people — it’s the joining together of two families (sometimes more!). Therefore, you need to know a few things about engagements to ensure that everyone involved feels nothing but joy for you and your spouse-to-be when you make your announcement. This chapter tells you what you need to know.

				[image: Remember.eps]Traditional etiquette dictates that a man should ask for permission from the bride’s father before proposing. Modern convention, on the other hand, suggests that most men propose first and then seek parental permission (but you still may want to talk to your girlfriend’s parents before you pop the question if they’re traditional in their ways). If your future in-laws live too far away to meet them face to face, writing a letter or making a phone call shows respect for your spouse-to-be and her family.

				And for those of you brides-to-be who took it upon yourselves to pop the question, more power to you — it’s totally acceptable for the woman to do the proposing. However, this practice may be difficult for some parents to appreciate, so keep that in mind before you tell your parents. At the end of the day, regardless of who asked whom, you’re still getting married, so hopefully everyone involved will support you.

				Informing Your Immediate Family

				When you first become engaged, you want to shout the happy news from the rooftops, and who can blame you? But traditional etiquette maintains that your immediate family — meaning your parents and your children, if you have any — should find out first. In the following sections, I explain how to share the news with these important folks; I also show you how to gracefully handle first-time meetings among all the parents involved.

				Sharing the news with your parents

				As excited as you may be — and as tempted as you are — to tell that one really close friend right away, think again. Protecting the feelings of your parents is most important at this time. If word of your engagement gets back to any of your parents before you personally inform them, you may find yourself having to deal with hurt feelings from the get-go. You and your spouse-to-be must make sure your parents are the first to know of your plans.

				And, how you tell your parents is just as important as when. Sending a group e-mail or announcing your engagement on Twitter may seem like the simplest way to spread the word to everyone quickly — but hang on just a minute. Before you head to cyberspace, you need to inform your parents — in person if possible. In the following sections, I explain a few important considerations for telling your parents about your engagement.

				[image: Tip.eps]If parents live in distant states or other countries, letting them know by telephone is fine (not e-mail or text, please!). Being with your spouse-to-be when you make the call is thoughtful because doing so gives everyone a chance to share the happy news together.

				Which set of parents should find out first?

				Back in the dim reaches of history, the custom was for the groom’s parents to find out the big news first and then contact the bride’s family. Today, however, etiquette states that you should inform the bride’s parents about the engagement first (if her parents are divorced, tell the mother of the bride first) and then the groom’s parents immediately afterward. However, you don’t have to stick to this tradition — it’s a matter of personal choice.

				[image: Tip.eps]Planning a lunch or dinner at a special restaurant and announcing the news to all the parents at the same time is a nice idea! If you can have all your parents in the same place, short and sweet is the best way to go. The groom should stand up, get everyone’s attention, and say, “We are so happy to share with you that Sarah has agreed to be my wife.” If you’ve chosen a date (or at least a month), you may choose to share these details at this time, too.

				What about telling divorced parents?

				If your parents are divorced, they still deserve to hear the news from you personally and as soon as possible, even if bad feelings about the divorce still exist between you. Choosing one parent over the other to tell first may be difficult, but the goal is for you to avoid hurting either parent.

				[image: Tip.eps]You may want to tell the parent you feel the closest to or the one who raised you and then let the other parent in on the news shortly thereafter. Even if you’re estranged from one parent, consider announcing the engagement to that parent, as well. After all, you’re starting a new life — what a great time and way to begin to put the past behind you. You may choose to tell an estranged parent by writing a brief note or making a phone call. Whatever you choose, just say something like: “I just wanted to let you know Tom and I will be getting married this March.” You may also want to fill your parent in on the details of your relationship with your intended, and you may consider making arrangements to meet in person.

				Smoothing over the big surprises

				If you think your parents may at all be caught off guard by your news, take time to discuss matters with them before you make any public statements. Giving your parents time to digest the news is extremely important — you can always have a follow-up discussion to reassure them of your decision. Make it clear that you respect your family’s feelings; however, make sure you’re firm about the fact that you and your spouse-to-be are moving forward with your plans. Say something like: “I know you and Dad may need a few days to get used to the idea of our engagement, but I hope you’ll give us a chance to address any specific concerns you have. Why don’t we talk about it more in a day or two?”

				[image: Remember.eps]If your parents have never met your spouse-to-be, don’t drop the bomb on your first visit. If possible, arrange a few family gatherings before you announce your engagement.

				If any issues, such as concerns about age differences, backgrounds, or religions, may cause tension with your parents, you may wish to tell your parents the news alone, without your spouse-to-be — or you may want to take your spouse-to-be along for moral support. Whatever the situation may be, make certain that your parents know that neither of you has any reservations about your differences. Say something like: “Todd and I are more than aware of the age difference between us. We’ve discussed what this means for our future and are prepared to handle the challenges we may face together. We hope you’ll support our marriage and be confident in our partnership.” However you choose to tell your parents, be sure to resolve matters amicably early on because doing so will pave the way for smooth wedding planning later.

				Telling your children tactfully

				Consider speaking with your children about your marriage plans as soon as possible, even before you talk to your parents, and do so alone, without your spouse-to-be. Children may need time to fully understand what your marriage will mean for them. If you have an ex in the picture, you need to tell him or her, too.

				Reassure your children that how you feel about them hasn’t changed at all, and make a point to listen carefully to all their concerns. If they’re old enough, ask them whether they’d like to help with the wedding planning and then give them specific tasks. Be sure to let them know what their role will be in the wedding. For example, you may say: “We’re really looking forward to getting our new family off to a joyful start at this wedding. We’d love for you both to be in the wedding as junior bridesmaids.”

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]Even if your children have spent a lot of time with your spouse-to-be and they seem to get along great, tread lightly. Children may not be prepared to hear news that will have such a major effect on their lives. You can try dropping a few subtle hints to see how they feel. But depending on their age and maturity, expect some unpredictable reactions, confusion, reluctance, and possibly even initial anger. The most important thing to do is validate your children’s feelings; never dismiss a feeling or concern. Set clear boundaries and make commitments you know you can keep (that you will spend one night a week with just your kids, for example) to help your children feel secure during the transition period.

				Introducing the parents to one another

				In the past, the groom’s parents traditionally contacted the bride’s family soon after the engagement was announced, but, today, either set of parents can make the first move. In either case, getting your parents together for an in-person get-together soon after the engagement is always a good idea. If a personal meeting isn’t possible because of distance, a phone call is fine. If one set of parents lives close to the couple, a conference call is a nice idea to get everyone involved from the beginning. A written note or card is also acceptable, but, if the parents go this route, they should follow up with a call at a later date.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]If divorce is part of either family, you need to give the utmost care to planning a get-together; you don’t want to force anyone into a potentially uncomfortable situation. For example, if the groom’s parents are divorced, ask both of them how they feel about being in the same room together. If one is adamantly opposed to the idea, you may choose to have separate gatherings or to skip this particular step entirely.

				To introduce future in-laws successfully, make a point of giving both sets of parents some information about the other one before the first meeting. For example, you can tell your parents where your in-laws went to college. Or maybe the groom’s parents just returned from a trip to Africa or the bride’s parents are avid skydivers — either topic makes for a great conversation starter! The point of all this planning is to help all the parents learn about one another before the meeting so they have some common ground on which to start a conversation.

				[image: Remember.eps]Plenty of minefields already exist when two families unite. Prepare your parents for any unexpected lifestyles or idiosyncrasies that the other set of parents may have. These differences may range from food preferences (strict vegan, for example) to devout religious beliefs. Alternative-living nudists may not have much in common with a military general and his wife, for instance. It’s up to you as a couple to inform each family of the appropriate considerations and potentially offensive issues. Be accepting, understanding, and nonjudgmental when you inform your parents of anything you think may surprise or shock them. Say something like: “I know you and Dad may find it a little hard to swallow, but Joan and Allan are big tarot card readers. Don’t be surprised if they try to do a reading on you. For tonight, please just humor them.”

				Sharing the News with Relatives, Friends, and Colleagues

				After you tell your parents (and children, if you have any), you need to tell your closest family members, friends, and co-workers. I give pointers for telling these groups in the following sections.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]Sending formal engagement announcements isn’t appropriate. You may choose to have an engagement party, for which you may send out invitations. You may also send out save-the-date cards, but only to the people you plan to invite to the actual wedding.

				Telling your relatives

				Family pecking order is sometimes appropriate when you share news of your engagement. For example, out of respect, you want to tell your grandparents the news before you tell your siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, and other relatives (but after you tell your parents and children). However, if you’re not close to your grandparents or you never see them, you can skip this step. Whether you tell your grandparents first or not, next you should make a list and decide who’s most special to you and your spouse-to-be — in both families. Ensure that you tell these people before you release your news to the rest of the world. You can do so with a phone call or, if possible, in person, either on your own or with your spouse-to-be.

				[image: Remember.eps]Be sensitive to what’s going on in your family members’ lives, and make the announcement to them accordingly. For example, if your cousin is going through an ugly divorce, be extra sensitive when sharing your happy news with her. Say something like: “I realize you’re going through a really tough time right now, but I wanted to share this with you myself before you heard it from your parents: I’m getting married next year.”

				Tradition doesn’t offer an exact timeline for announcing your engagement to other family members (the ones you aren’t close to), but taking a little time before spreading the word is perfectly fine. In most families, word spreads quickly on its own, and for the relatives you don’t plan to invite to the wedding, that’s the only notice they need. For the relatives you’re not particularly close to but still intend to invite to the wedding, calling them is better than e-mailing them, but some form of direct contact is a must.

				Letting your friends in on the happy news

				Close friends merit special priority. Let them know about the engagement immediately after family, but if your friends were there during the proposal or see you immediately afterward with your new engagement ring, you likely can’t keep the news from them. Just remember to stress how important their discretion is until you’ve contacted your families. It’s up to you to choose whether you want to tell your friends individually (in person or with a phone call) or get them all together for lunch or an evening out to surprise them. When you have friends living out of the country and a phone call is out of the question, sending an e-mail is perfectly acceptable.

				Like with your relatives, you need to take into consideration the events going on in the lives of your friends. If your good friend recently went through a bad breakup, for example, let her know of your happy occasion in a low-key manner during some one-on-one time; say something like: “I know you’re still having a hard time dealing with your break-up, but I hope you can still be happy about the fact that Joe and I are getting married.”

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]In all the excitement, be careful if you’re making the announcement with a group of friends and end up discussing the bridal party at the same time. You may have a close friend who expects to be a bridesmaid or a groomsman, but you may not be thinking the same thing — try not to hurt anyone’s feelings. (Flip to Chapter 8 for full details on selecting your wedding party.)

				Informing your co-workers

				In terms of co-workers and colleagues, you have free reign to decide whom you tell, when you tell them, and where you tell them. Clearly, some co-workers are closer to you than others, so you can let them know the exciting news either at work, at an after-work get-together, or via a phone call or personal e-mail. Going out to lunch with your close office buddies and announcing the news all at once is a nice idea. As a courtesy, you may want to inform your boss or direct reports before you tell other co-workers and colleagues, particularly if you have the dates picked, so they can begin to arrange schedules accordingly.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]What you don’t want to do is send a group e-mail — doing so is frowned upon in etiquette circles because sharing news of your wedding is very different from sharing information regarding the new location for the paper shredder. An individual message lends a feeling of importance to the announcement.

				To share or not to share? Telling folks you know won’t be invited

				Is it appropriate to announce your engagement to people you know you won’t invite to the wedding? The answer is yes. Most people today are aware of the financial cost of having a wedding and normally understand that you can’t invite a cast of thousands.

				[image: Tip.eps]If you anticipate that your wedding will be small, you may want to mention this fact when you announce your engagement to people. That way, you can avoid disappointment when you can’t invite everyone. (Of course, I don’t advise this tactic if you plan to have a wedding with 300 guests!)

				When you discuss your wedding with a potential uninvited guest, be as gracious as possible. You don’t need to say anything about an invitation, but if the other person happens to ask, you can simply say something like: “As much as I’d like to have you join in the festivities, I’m really limited in the size of the guest list. I hope you understand.” You don’t have to apologize or feel bad.

				Dealing with Folks Who Object to the Engagement

				Although you may be jumping over the moon about your engagement, be warned that a family member or friend may voice strong disapproval of the match. The following are some typical reasons why a loved one may object to an engagement:

				Uniting two people of different cultures, religions, or races can be a potentially difficult situation. Ignorance and misunderstanding of other cultures, races, and/or religions can lead to lack of support from loved ones.

				Fears of losing you as a best friend after you marry can lead some friends or siblings to be less than supportive of your engagement. Or some friends may harbor deeper feelings of envy or jealousy.

				Some people may decide that they just don’t like your choice of a mate. Their reasons for this dislike may be logical and reasonable (he’s been married twice before, for example), or they may be purely emotional and unreasonable (he went to your rival university, for example).

				If you have a loved one who disapproves of your engagement for any reason but refuses to talk to you about it, set up a time for a private discussion as soon as possible. This kind of situation isn’t something you can sweep under the rug. Before you talk to your loved one, though, take some time to consider the following guidelines (they can help you and your loved one move forward):

				Be sensitive to fears about your marrying someone of a different culture, race, or religion, but seek to educate and diffuse potential issues, such as arguments about which religion you’ll choose for your children’s upbringing. For example, try to have an open conversation with your family about the concerns you and your future spouse have already discussed. If the issues are religious, consider inviting a member of the clergy to be part of the conversation to clarify or explain any misunderstood elements of the religion.

				Listen to your loved ones without judging them. Hear them out and let them know you’ll try to look at the issues from their perspective. Try not to make matters worse by arguing.

				Realize that if you’re young and very close to your parents, they may have a hard time letting you go. Make sure that any negative feelings they have about your engagement aren’t simply masking their pain from losing their baby. Take the same approach with your best friends. They may feel left behind, particularly when you’re getting married first or are planning to move to another town to be with your spouse. Let them know your friendship won’t change.

				Keep in mind that getting married in a way that doesn’t involve a lot of ceremony may not be a bad idea if you and your spouse-to-be sense discord that you can’t set aside temporarily. Hopefully, with open and honest dialogue, you can eventually bring your loved ones around.

				[image: Remember.eps]Whether it’s a parent, another relative, or a friend who disapproves of your engagement even after your best efforts, ask the person to hold his or her peace, trust your decision, and go along with the wedding. You certainly don’t want to damage your relationship or alienate a family member or close friend; however, in the end, you have to be true to yourself — after all, it’s your happiness.

				Announcing Your Engagement in the Newspaper

				The most traditional way to announce an engagement is to put a notice in the newspaper. It’s a simple way to get the word out to a wider audience. I explain where, when, and how to make a newspaper announcement in the following sections.

				[image: Tip.eps]You can also set up a personal Web site to announce your wedding plans; see Chapter 3 for details.

				Figuring out where and when to submit announcements

				Publishing the engagement announcement in the newspaper is normally the responsibility of the bride’s family, but they should also ask the groom and his family whether they want the announcement published in their local newspaper if they live in a different area — it’s the polite thing to do. You may want to place the article in two or three newspapers — for example, one in the bride’s hometown paper, one in the groom’s hometown paper, and one in the paper of the city where the couple currently lives. Just beware newspapers charge high fees for placing announcements.

				Call the newspaper or check the paper’s Web site to find out how to submit an announcement. Most papers allow you to submit your article and photo online, or they have a hard-copy form you can submit with details about your engagement. If you need help with the writing or correct wording, someone on the newspaper staff should be there to help — check out the paper’s Web site for contact information. (I provide pointers on appropriate wording for announcements in the next section.)

				Most people put their announcements in the paper about two to three months before the wedding, although you won’t find a strict rule on this time frame and some people choose to print their announcements a whole year in advance of the wedding.

				[image: Remember.eps]If either member of the engaged couple has a divorce pending, it’s inappropriate to place an engagement announcement in the newspaper until after the divorce is final.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]Publishing your engagement without mentioning the actual wedding date is perfectly acceptable. In fact, you may wish to omit the actual wedding date to prevent potential thieves from turning up at your empty home on the day of the wedding. Instead, you can say something like: “The bride and groom plan a spring wedding.”

				Wording announcements for different situations

				Traditionally, the engagement announcement contains information about the couple, including full names, parent’s names, hometowns, and the wedding month (if scheduled). However, the exact wording depends on certain circumstances, as you find out in the following sections.

				Basic wording (when the bride’s parents make the announcement)

				A basic engagement notice, in which the bride’s parents make the official announcement, reads something like the following:

				Dr. and Mrs. George Roberts of Carmel announce the engagement of their daughter, Miss Melissa Roberts, to Mr. Charles Green, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Green of San Francisco.

				Miss Roberts is a graduate of the University of San Francisco and is currently an art teacher at Los Gatos High School in Los Gatos. Mr. Green is a graduate of Stanford University and a lawyer with the firm of Sweeton, Martin, and Watt in Palo Alto. The couple plans an autumn wedding.

				Wording when parents are divorced

				When you’re dealing with divorced parents, you name them both as individuals, by their current legal names and places of residence. You never refer to them as a couple. If the bride’s parents are divorced, the bride’s mother usually makes the announcement (and her name appears first). However, if the bride’s father is the custodial parent, he may make the announcement (in which case his name appears first). For example, an announcement involving divorced parents reads like the following:

				Ms. Adele Smith of Sherman Oaks, California, and Mr. Bill Smith of New York, New York, announce the engagement of their daughter, Miss Lauren Smith, to Mr. John Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Clark of Los Angeles.

				If the groom’s parents are divorced, the announcement reads something like the following:

				Mr. and Mrs. Budd Emerson of Indianapolis announce the engagement of their daughter, Miss Sally Emerson, to Jeremy Harold Owens, son of Mrs. Jenny Martin of Chicago, Illinois, and Mr. Clint Owens of Centerville, Ohio.

				Wording when one or more parents are deceased

				When one of the bride’s parents is deceased, the surviving parent makes the announcement, and it reads like the following:

				Ms. Jane Lowell of Harrisburg announces the engagement of her daughter, Miss Leslie Lowell, to Mr. Carl Johnson, son of Steven and Karen Johnson of Chicago. Ms. Lowell is also the daughter of the late James Lowell.

				When one of the groom’s parents is deceased, the announcement reads like the following:

				Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Black of Blacksburg announce the engagement of their daughter, Miss Rebecca Black, to Thomas Payne, son of Mrs. Roberta Payne and the late Norman Payne of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

				When both the bride’s parents are deceased, the bride usually asks a close family member to make the announcement, and it reads something like the following:

				Mr. and Mrs. Randy Harris of Pasadena announce the engagement of their granddaughter, Miss Heather Harris, to Mr. Nathanial Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jones of San Jose. Miss Harris is the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Jim Harris.

				If both the groom’s parents are deceased, the announcement reads like the following:

				Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hughes of Annapolis announce the engagement of their daughter, Miss Amelia Hughes, to Mr. Lewis Watson, son of the late Mr. Thomas Watson and the late Mrs. Edna Watson.

				Wording when only the groom’s parents make the announcement

				Traditionally, the groom’s parents don’t make the announcement. However, they may choose to do so in certain circumstances, such as when the bride’s parents are deceased or when the bride has been married before and her parents choose not to make an announcement themselves. The wording reads as follows:

				Mr. and Mrs. Eric Thompson of Albany are honored to announce the engagement of Miss Joanne Green of Albany to their son, Mr. Allan Thompson. Miss Green is the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Green of Boston.

				Wording when the couple makes the announcement

				In the case of a couple with no close relatives, a couple who has lived independently of their parents for some time, a couple in which one or both people have been married for many years before, or a couple who’s already living together, the couple may make the announcement. The wording reads something like the following:

				Miss Barbara Watson and Mr. James Martin of Lexington are pleased to announce their engagement. They are both professors at the University of Kentucky. They plan an autumn wedding.

				Wording for a same-sex couple

				If you’re a same-sex couple and you want to announce your engagement in your local paper, call the editor of the Lifestyle, Social, or Weddings section of the paper to find out the paper’s policy regarding announcements for same-sex unions. If the paper hasn’t yet considered this kind of announcement, your call may encourage the paper to embark on a more inclusive attitude regarding such announcements.

				The wording in this situation doesn’t change from the wording of engagement announcements for heterosexual couples. Just be sure that you inform the readers whether you plan to have a wedding or a commitment ceremony. An announcement for a commitment ceremony with the parents involved reads like the following:

				Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Grey of San Diego have the pleasure of announcing the engagement of their daughter, Miss Alison Grey, to Miss Belinda Jackson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Jackson of Thousand Oaks. Miss Grey is a graduate of UCLA and is a lawyer with the firm of Brendon and Steele in Los Angeles. Miss Jackson is a hairstylist in Los Angeles. The couple plans a July commitment ceremony.

				A notice in which a same-sex couple announces their own engagement reads like the following:

				Miss Alison Grey and Miss Belinda Jackson of Los Angeles have the pleasure to announce their intent to be joined in commitment. Miss Grey, a graduate of UCLA, is a lawyer with the firm of Brendon and Steele in Los Angeles. Miss Jackson is a hairstylist in Los Angeles. The couple plans a July ceremony.

				Composing and Mailing Save-the-Date Cards

				Sending your intended guests save-the-date cards is a nice gesture. These cards are especially helpful when some people have to travel to your wedding from long distances or when the date of your wedding falls on a major holiday. When you’re planning a destination wedding, save-the-date cards are a must for all your invitees because they need time to make the proper arrangements for time off and travel expenses. In this section, I describe the style and wording you can use in save-the-date cards; I also explain who receives them and when.

				Using the right format and wording

				Normally, save-the-date cards aren’t as formal as wedding invitations, although many couples choose a design that mirrors their wedding invitations to brand their printed pieces. Either way, feel free to let your imagination run wild. These cards can be mini versions of the wedding invitations, magnets, postcards, or photo cards — the design choices are endless. You should be able to find or create a card that blends nicely with the style of your wedding.

				[image: Tip.eps]If you’re an especially informal person with a wedding style to match, you can use an e-mail or an e-vite (e-mail invitation) for a save-the-date announcement. However, keep in mind that not all your guests are comfortable using a computer, so you have to inform some guests with a phone call or a note.

				Make sure that you include the names of you and your spouse-to-be, the date and location of the wedding, and an explanation that a formal invitation will follow (because the save-the-date card may be a new concept to some of your guests). You can word your card quite informally, as in the following examples:

				Save the weekend of June 19, 2010! Jane Jones and John Baker are getting married in Boston! Formal invitation to follow.

				Jane Jones and John Baker are getting married! You’ll be invited to the wedding that is to take place on June 19, 2010, in Boston. Please save the date!

				Please save the date! Jane Jones and John Baker will be getting married on June 19, 2010 in Boston, Massachusetts. Invitation and details to follow.

				A more formal approach for a formal wedding may read like the card in Figure 2-1. The more formal version should be presented in a letter-style format and include the names of the wedding hosts.

				[image: 502082-fg0201.eps]

				Figure 2-1: A formal save-the-date card.

				Understanding who should receive cards and when

				Make certain that all the people to whom you send save-the-date cards are invited to the wedding! Keep a corresponding list of people to whom you’re sending save-the-date cards and cross-reference that list with your wedding guest list. (I discuss etiquette guidelines for assembling a guest list in Chapter 10.)

				Generally, you send out save-the-date cards about three to four months before the event. In the case of a destination wedding, you may want to send them sooner — six months or more to give attendees a chance to prepare their finances, passports, visas, legal and medical documents, and vaccination shots if needed.

				Throwing an Engagement Party

				The formal betrothal party dates back to the time when families formed alliances through marriages; in general, the party was an opportunity for the bride and groom to meet each other’s families. This custom evolved into what you call an engagement party today. Although some customs have changed, this event is still the perfect venue for families to meet and celebrate. I explain a few basic etiquette rules for engagement parties in the following sections.

				[image: Remember.eps]You must be officially engaged to hold an engagement party. Also, neither one of you may be in the midst of divorce proceedings.

				Do you need to have a party?

				No etiquette rule requires you to have an engagement party. In fact, the trend for having formal engagement parties may be slowly fading out, and nontraditional ways of announcing wedding details, such as wedding Web sites (see Chapter 3), are becoming the norm.

				If you happen to live a long distance from your parents, a party may be difficult to arrange. In that case, you can announce your engagement simply by telling friends and family individually (I explain how to do so properly earlier in this chapter).

				Who hosts the party, where, and when?

				Most of the time, the bride’s parents host the engagement party as a way of announcing the engagement of their daughter, which may be left as a surprise for the rest of the guests. As far as etiquette is concerned, letting the bride’s parents have the honor of hosting the party is a good idea because doing so gives the bride’s parents the first opportunity to celebrate the engagement. Today, however, letting other family members or friends host the engagement party is perfectly acceptable. The groom’s parents may even offer to put on their own party or co-host with the bride’s family.

				If you plan a surprise announcement, the host makes an excuse to host a party for relatives and friends. Then, during the party, the host may drop subtle hints of an upcoming announcement.

				[image: Tip.eps]If guests are meeting for the first time at the party, the host should assign someone to welcome the guests and make proper introductions. Or they may consider having people wear name tags with their relationship to the couple included on their tags.

				The party can be held in the home of the bride, a friend, or another family member or at a restaurant. The formality is up to the host and the bride and groom; it can be a casual barbeque, a clambake on the beach, or an exotic meal at a Japanese steakhouse.

				If the purpose of the party is to announce the engagement, it should take place within a few weeks of the proposal. If the goal is simply to celebrate the upcoming nuptials and give family members a chance to mingle, the party can take place up to two months after the engagement.

				Who should be invited and how?

				Normally, the host sends the invitations for the engagement party, with the assistance of the bride and groom. Typically, invitations go to close family and friends, as well as any other people the couple wants to include in the celebration. Depending on the formality of the party, the host may choose to send invitations via the mail, with a phone call, or through e-mail or e-vites.

				The basic invitation for an engagement party includes the following:

				Announcement of the event (unless it’s a surprise)

				 If the announcement is a surprise, list a pretend reason for the get-together, such as “Bring on the Spring BBQ.”

				Date, time, and duration

				Location (including address, driving directions, and map)

				Theme if there is one

				Contact information for RSVP

				[image: Remember.eps]Be certain that you don’t invite anyone to the engagement party whom you don’t plan to invite to the wedding!

				Should you expect gifts?

				You shouldn’t register for gifts before the engagement party, and you shouldn’t expect gifts from the guests who attend. If a few guests choose to bring gifts to the party, store them discretely during the event and open them afterward (sending immediate thank-you notes to the gift-givers, of course). (See Chapter 16 for more on sending thank-you notes.)

				What about the announcement and toasts?

				When the time feels right, the bride-to-be’s parents stand up, call for order, and express their great pleasure at their daughter’s intentions to marry. The host of the party, often the father of the bride, makes the announcement at the party if it’s a surprise. The host says something like, “I’m so glad to be able to have you all here today to celebrate the engagement of Rebecca and Thomas.”

				Someone, normally the father of the bride, then proposes a toast to the couple’s future happiness. If the bride’s father can’t or doesn’t want to give the toast, the bride’s brother or the party host can do the honors. The person making the toast raises his glass and says something like, “To Thomas and Rebecca, may your future be as bright as the smiles we’ve seen today,” at which time all the other guests pick up their glasses and take a sip.

				[image: Remember.eps]Never drink to a toast made in your honor. The bride and groom just smile and thank the person making the toast.

				The groom responds with a toast of his own, praising his future in-laws for the reception they’ve given him and saying how much he looks forward to becoming part of the family. (He may then take a drink.) A nice touch is for the bride to toast her parents and thank them for their love, support, and help with the wedding planning.

				Don’t forget to send thanks!

				Don’t forget thank-you notes! Write these notes promptly (within a week of the party, 48 hours is best) to any guests who brought gifts. For guests who didn’t bring gifts, you may verbally thank them for attending the party and taking part in the special event. If any guests traveled a particularly long distance to attend, a note of gratitude is a lovely gesture, even if they didn’t bring a gift.

				Your thanks can be informal (but don’t send it via an e-mail); use a simple card — you can either buy one or have one custom made for you. A handwritten note is especially nice, and it should be from both the bride and the groom.

				Canceling the Engagement

				The purpose of an engagement is not only to test your commitment, but also to build a stronger bond and learn more about your spouse-to-be’s values and his or her approach to dealing with a variety of situations and circumstances. If you discover issues about your beloved that you don’t like, or that may cause you serious concern, don’t feel obliged to go ahead with your plans.

				If you begin to question the relationship, do some serious soul searching and be honest with what you’re feeling. If you’re confused about what to do, speak to your parents or a close friend. You may just have a case of the jitters, which can make you extra sensitive to everything, so listening to another person can help. However, in the end, the decision is yours, so follow your instincts.

				[image: Remember.eps]If you do decide to break off your engagement, call your family first and let them know. Then tell your friends. Keep your explanation brief, and be fair to your ex. You wouldn’t want your ex to say awful things about you, so don’t say awful things about him or her, either. Simply say that the decision to break off the engagement was mutual, even though that’s rarely the case.

				Your family and close friends can spread the word by making phone calls. You should speak with the officiant, the people you’ve contracted for services, and the people who’ve agreed to be part of the ceremony as soon as possible. You also should send a note or card to all the people who received an invitation or save-the-date card. This note requires only the following level of detail:

				Dr. and Mrs. George Roberts announce that the marriage of their daughter, Melissa, to Mr. Charles Green, which was arranged for July 24, 2010, will not take place.

				If the woman breaks the engagement, she should return the ring to the man. If the man breaks the engagement, she may keep the ring, although she often returns it because she doesn’t want a reminder of the relationship. However, she may be able to exchange the ring for another piece of jewelry.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]You may have already received wedding gifts, so keep notes about who gave you which gift and return them as soon as possible. You should return any and all gifts you received, whether at showers or as wedding gifts. Never keep wedding gifts when you cancel your engagement, and make sure you return them to the people who gave them to you, not the stores.
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