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            About the Author

            Like most dog lovers, Lee Livingood has been owned by a dog since the day she was born. Lee has been training dogs since she borrowed a book on dog training from the library more than forty years ago. Rescuing and training adult companion dogs became a hobby and a passion for her.

            A number of years ago, Lee and her husband met their first retired racer, and it was love at first sight. She was immediately taken with the Greyhound’s quiet elegance and gentle disposition. A new passion was born.

            Several years ago, Lee was able to combine her commitment to rescue dogs and her childhood dreams of being a writer and working with animals into a successful second career. In addition to running a companion animal training and behavioral modification business, Lee writes on dog and cat behavior and training for a variety of publications. Her work has appeared nationally in Celebrating Greyhounds; in Forward, the publication of the National Association of Dog Obedience Instructors; and online at A Breed Apart (a Greyhound magazine) and Bengaland (a Web site devoted to Bengal cats). She is a professional member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers. She has a B.A. from Franklin and Marshall College.

            Lee and her husband volunteer with a local Greyhound adoption group and were named volunteers of the year by Personalized Greyhounds, Inc. She also donates her time and behavioral expertise to local rescue and shelter groups. Her Web page, www.retiredracinggreyhounds.com is devoted to issues and resources related to training and living with retired racers.

            Retired Racing Greyhounds For Dummies is Lee’s third book and her second book on retired racing Greyhounds. Her first Greyhound book, Running with the Big Dogs, was self-published and is acclaimed by adoption groups in the U.S. and Canada. She has donated a significant portion of her profits to further the cause of Greyhound adoption. Lee is currently writing a guide to training and retraining adult dogs, Lassie Doesn’t Live Here Anymore.

            She shares her home with her very tolerant husband, Ben. Their family consists of two retired racers, Chaco and Cheyenne; a beagle/sheltie mix, Clancy; and a Bengal kitten, Kokopelli.
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         Introduction

         
            So you’re thinking about adopting a retired racing Greyhound? Or maybe you already own one and are looking for some information to guide you through the coming months? You’ve turned to the right place! Retired Racing Greyhounds For Dummies is a reference for anyone wanting all the basics on these fantastic dogs — all in one place. Whether you’re looking for information on how to adopt a retired racer, what to do to prepare for the homecoming of your new best friend, or how to train him after he arrives, this book has it all. Most of all, you’ll find great suggestions for ways to build a strong relationship with your retired racing Greyhound — and having that kind of bond with one of these gentle creatures is the greatest reward in the world. So get comfortable and dive right in. Whether you read from cover to cover or skip around to the chapters you need most right away, I’ve got you covered.

         
            About This Book

            Let me first tell you what this book isn’t. This isn’t a general book about dog training and dog care. This is a book about living with retired racing Greyhounds. It goes beyond simple basics that are in any good book on dog care or training and delves into the issues and topics that are important to someone who lives with a retired racing Greyhound or is considering adopting one.

            I love dogs. I love all kinds of dogs. But retired racers are something very special to me. From the day I met our first retired racer, I knew I was hooked. Most of us who live with Greyhounds talk about how their eyes seem to touch our very souls. My family’s experience has been no different. I love the gentle sensitivity blended with the raw speed and power. To me they are a perfect blend of form and function. I can’t imagine not sharing my life and my heart with them.

            I wrote this book for three reasons. The first is to share with you some of what I’ve learned about living with, caring for, and being owned by retired racing Greyhounds. The second reason is to share with you my perspective on training and living with my best friends. I want your life with your retired racer to be a long and happy one. Lastly, I want you to have the resources you need to go beyond what I can offer within these pages.

            

         

         
            Why You Need This Book

            Sharing your life with a retired racer is great fun. But making a decision to share your life with any dog is a serious responsibility. The better you understand your retired racing Greyhound, the more you’ll enjoy your years together.

            So why should you read this book? There are some things I’ve learned from training companion animals that I want to share. So I wanted this book to be different. This isn’t a general book about dogs disguised as a book on retired racers. This isn’t a book about breed history or the history of racing or the political issues related to dog racing. This is a book about deciding whether a retired racer is right for you, about the issues of taking a retired racer into your family, and about getting the most out of your relationship with your retired racer. So this book focuses heavily on the training and behavioral aspects of living with a retired racer. And just as important, it’s about finding new and creative ways to interact with your hound and teach him about the world around him.

            I provide information on grooming, care, and training. But I’ve tried to give you the inside track on those issues as they relate to retired racing Greyhounds and show you ways to keep your life with your hound safe and stress-free.

            I introduce fun and easy ways to train your dog that not only help you have a well-mannered dog but deepen the bond between you and your retired racer. I offer specific techniques I’ve found most ideally suited to the retired racer’s personality and particular needs.

         

         
            How This Book Is Organized

            Retired Racing Greyhounds For Dummies is divided into five sections. If you’re trying to decide whether a retired racer is right for you, you may want to start with the first part and work your way forward. If you already have a retired racer, turn to whichever section interests you most and go from there.

            
               Part I: Getting to Know Greyhounds

               If you don’t really have much knowledge of Greyhounds as a breed, this is a great place to start. In this part, I give you a quick history of Greyhounds. I also tell you about facets of your racer’s past life and his personality and how that affects his life in your living room.

            

            
               Part II: Finding Your Soul Mate

               Turn to this section to do some serious soul-searching. You’ll discover whether a retired racing Greyhound is the right dog for you. And if you come to the conclusion that he is, you can find information on where to go to adopt and what to do when you first bring your Greyhound home.

            

            
               Part III: Training Your Greyhound          for Life after the Racetrack

               Whatever your training question, you’ll find the answer in this part. I cover everything from the basics — how to help your retired racer adapt to his new world — to the more advanced, such as teaching your retired racer to do more complex behaviors. And if you already have a retired racer whose manners need some fine-tuning, there’s a chapter in this part to guide you through the process of ridding him of those not-so-appealing habits. Finally, I finish the part up with an important chapter on helping the Greyhound who is fearful of his new world. This chapter helps you help your dog, so before you know it, he’ll be right at home.

            

            
               Part IV: Keeping Your Retired Racing Greyhound Healthy

               Turn to the chapters in this part for everything from nutrition to grooming to the prevention of health problems. And if your retired racer does get sick, I let you know which illnesses you can handle at home (and how), and which ones require the help of a veterinarian. I also devote an entire chapter to keeping your retired racer safe and healthy at home and away. Whatever your dog’s health situation, you’ll find useful information in this part.

            

            
               Part V: The Part of Tens

               In this part, I cover Greyhounds from A to Z — all in a few short pages. I give you ten great reasons to adopt a retired racer, ten things to do before your Greyhound arrives, ten great training tips, and ten ways to have fun with your dog. If you’re in a hurry but still want some useful information, this is the place to turn.

               

            

         

         
            Icons Used in This Book

            Icons are those little symbols you’ll find in the margins of this book, and they’re meant to grab your attention when you’re reading on the run. In this book, you’ll find the following six icons:

            

            
               [image: Tip]
            

            	This icon grabs your attention and points you to a useful tip, something you can do to make your life, and your Greyhound’s life, easier.

            

            
               [image: Remember]
            

            	This icon reminds you of information so important that it’s worth repeating — and storing away in your long-term memory.

            

            
               [image: TechnicalStuff]
            

            	This icon highlights information that provides a background for why things work the way they work. If you’re in a hurry, this is the information you can safely skip. But if you have the time, check them out. The paragraphs marked with this icon contain some fascinating information.

            

            
               [image: Warning(bomb)]
            

            	Any time you see this icon, pay close attention, because these paragraphs let you know about things you should or shouldn’t do to make sure your dog stays safe.

            

            
               [image: JustForFun]
            

            	This icon points you to information that’s fun to know, but not necessarily essential.

            

            
               [image: DummiesAppr(Dogs)]
            

            	When you see this wagging tail, you’ll find information highlighting great products or services for Greyhound owners.

            

         

      

      

   
      
         Part I

         Getting to Know Greyhounds 

         
            [image: ]
         

         In this part . . .

         
            In this part, I give you the lowdown on the history of Greyhounds and how your dog’s history is a part of who he is today. I also let you know all the basics you need on Greyhounds as a breed, including information on racing. If you’re wanting a primer on Greyhounds, whether you have one already or are thinking of adopting one, this is a great place to start.

         

      

   
      
         Chapter 1

         The History of Greyhounds

         In This Chapter

         
            [image: bullet]	Understanding your Greyhound’s ancient roots

            [image: bullet]	Knowing what Greyhounds were bred for

         

         
            If you’re considering adopting a retired racer or you already share your home with one, understanding your best friend’s lineage provides great insight into his personality and behavior.

         Cave paintings in France show that dogs have been part of our lives for perhaps as long as 15,000 years, with the earliest known bones of dogs dated to 12,000 B.C
            . Greyhounds, or at least Greyhound-like dogs, have been part of that history almost from the beginning.

         The Greyhound evolved to hunt on the open, flat plains of the Middle East perhaps as long as 8,000 years ago and became an important part of ancient life in that region. Greyhounds are one of a group of dogs referred to as sighthounds 
            or gazehounds
             because they rely on keen sight and blazing speed to hunt prey.

            
               [image: JustForFun]
            

         
            Do I know you from somewhere?

            Many breeds of dogs are barely recognizable from drawings or paintings of their early ancestors. However, the Greyhound’s appearance has changed little since he first appeared on coins in 500 B.C. The reason is simple: The Greyhound’s purpose remains the same. He was, and always has been, bred for speed.
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            What’s in a name?

            The origin of the name Greyhound is unknown, but it could be derived from the Saxon words Grech or Greg, meaning “Greek,” because they thought the breed originated in Greece.The name could also be derived from the term gazehound, used to describe a dog who hunts by sight.

            Regardless of its origin, the name has nothing to do with the Greyhound’s color. Gray is actually not a common color among Greyhounds.

         

         
            Of Coursers and Kings

            Greyhounds were treated with almost god-like reverence by ancient Egyptians and highly regarded by other cultures in the Middle East. As time passed, the Greyhound became both a hunter and a sporting dog. A favorite pastime of nobility almost from the moment the first sighthounds were bred was a sport called coursing,
                in which dogs compete against each other in the pursuit of a lure. Coursing existed in Rome by at least the first century A.D.
                For centuries, only royalty were allowed to own Greyhounds.

            The modern Greyhound is a product of late-eighteenth-century England. During this time, the Earl of Orford was obsessed with the breed and set about to produce the “perfect” Greyhound. He created the first public coursing club in 1776. The Greyhound as we know him today was the work of careful breeding in England and the eventual practice of keeping careful pedigree records called studbooks.
               

         

         
            On to the New World

            Greyhounds have been in the New World since Christopher Columbus first landed here. But Greyhounds weren’t established in the United States until settlers in the Midwest discovered that, just as the jackrabbits were fond of their crops, Greyhounds were fond of jackrabbits. The Midwest became the seat of Greyhound coursing and eventually of Greyhound racing. In many areas of the Midwest and West, Greyhounds are still bred by backyard breeders to hunt and kill jackrabbits and coyotes.
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            Guinefort and the Cult of the Greyhound

            A legend dating back to at least the eleventh century tells of a duke in France who left his faithful Greyhound Guinefort to watch over his young child. When the duke returned, he found the nursery covered in blood, the cradle turned over, and the baby missing, but Guinefort remained. The duke assumed that Guinefort had killed the missing baby, so he drew his sword and killed the dog.

            Just as Guinefort made his last dying cry, the duke heard a wail and found the baby safe beneath the cradle and the body of a poisonous serpent nearby. Guinefort had attacked the snake and protected the infant from harm. When the duke realized his error, he buried his faithful dog in a well.

            Guinefort was made a national martyr in France and a saint. The well in which St. Guinefort is buried was thought to hold healing powers for sick infants. The feast day of St. Guinefort was celebrated on August 22.

            Over several centuries, the legend of Guinefort gave rise to a cult. The Catholic Church was not amused and viewed the cult as a sacrilege. Sporadic inquisitions were held for hundreds of years to eradicate the “Cult of the Greyhound.”

         

         
            The Racing Greyhound

            Greyhound racing as we know it today developed in the early 1900s. Today there are 47 Greyhound tracks operating in 16 states. Greyhound racing is regulated by the individual states that host tracks and by the National Greyhound Association (NGA).

            Racing Greyhounds, like the ones shown in Figure 1-1, are registered with the National Greyhound Association (NGA). The NGA is responsible for registering racing Greyhounds in the United States. The NGA keeps careful ownership records of all registered racing puppies and detailed records about a racer’s bloodlines.

            Not all Greyhounds are racing Greyhounds. Some Greyhounds are bred for dog shows. Others compete in lure coursing, in which two dogs race after a lure (usually a white plastic bag) to see which dog is fastest.

            
               
                  
                     
                        	
                           
                              Figure 1-1: Greyhound racing is the sixth most popular spectator sport in the United States.
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         Chapter 2

         Retired Racing Greyhounds 101: The Basics of the Breed

         In This Chapter

         
            [image: bullet]	Remembering what your Greyhound was bred to do

            [image: bullet]	Getting familiar with how your retired racer was raised

            [image: bullet]	Knowing what your Greyhound needs

            [image: bullet]	Finding answers to some common questions about retired racers

         

         
            R etired racing Greyhounds are delightful, charming, and easy to live with. But I don’t want you to adopt one for the wrong reasons. Any time you consider bringing a dog into your family, you need to understand the benefits and drawbacks to sharing your home with an animal. Retired racing Greyhounds are no different. So in this chapter I give you the lowdown on the breed, covering everything from how racing Greyhounds are prepared for life on the track to how they adapt to your home.

         

         
            [image: Remember]
         

         	The ex-racer is the perfect companion . . . for some of us. No breed of dog is perfect (although you would have a tough time convincing owners of retired racers of that). Not all Greyhounds are alike. They share many traits. But individuals, whether human or canine, are just that: individuals.
             So as you read this chapter, keep in mind that every Greyhound is unique.

         In this chapter, I help you understand your responsibilities as an adopter, and I point out the pros and cons of adopting a retired racer. But I don’t (and can’t) guarantee that a retired racer is the right dog for you.

         
            Understanding What Sets Greyhounds Apart

            Few athletes are as ideally suited for their chosen sport as the Greyhound is for racing. Arguments about using dogs (or any animals, for that matter) for the entertainment of humans will probably continue forever. But regardless of your position on racing as an industry, you can’t argue with one reality: Greyhounds love to run and they do it superbly. After all, they’ve been doing it for thousands of years.

            
               Faster than a speeding bullet

               

               
                  [image: TechnicalStuff]
               

               	Why are Greyhounds so fast? For many reasons. But here’s the short explanation. Not only do Greyhounds have long legs and long spines, but their spines are extremely flexible. This flexibility increases the Greyhound’s speed by lengthening his stride and by allowing him to place his paws on the ground where they will provide the most thrust. Greyhounds also have developed strong muscles in their hindquarters, which provide tremendous forward thrust when they run. The racing Greyhound’s leg length compared to the depth of his chest, called his legginess ratio,
                   also contributes to his speed. When most dogs run, all their paws leave the ground only once in each full cycle of steps. But the faster a dog is capable of running, the more likely it is he will have all his feet off the ground twice in each full cycle of steps. This is called a double-suspension gait.
                   The double-suspension gait is a very demanding style of running. Animals who run this way can only do so for short distances. And this is the way Greyhounds run. Check out the fourth and eighth sketches in Figure 2-1 to see how all four paws leave the ground twice in each full cycle.

               
                  
                     
                        
                           	
                              
                                 Figure 2-1: In the double- suspension gait, the Greyhound leaves the ground twice in each full cycle of steps.
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               More powerful than a locomotive
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               	In addition to the Greyhound’s gait, other anatomical differences set the breed apart from other dogs, making him more powerful overall:

               
                  	[image: bullet]	The Greyhound’s heart is slightly bigger than the hearts of other dogs, and it has a thicker left wall.

                  	[image: bullet]	The cardiac output of a Greyhound increases by five times during a race, which means that, in just one minute, a Greyhound pumps his own body weight in blood.

                  	[image: bullet]	The Greyhound’s blood pressure is higher than that of other breeds.

                  	[image: bullet]	In other breeds, 7.2 percent of their body weight is blood. But in a Greyhound, 11.4 percent of the body weight is blood.

                  	[image: bullet]	The Greyhound has more red blood cells than other breeds.

                  	[image: bullet]	Greyhounds have thinner skin, a shorter coat, and an aerodynamic design that reduces wind resistance.

                  	[image: bullet]	The Greyhound’s body weight is only 16 percent fat, less than half the amount of dogs of a similar weight in other breeds.

                  	[image: bullet]	Greyhounds gallop and hunt using their sight (60 percent), their sense of smell (20 percent), and their hearing (20 percent). Other dogs use their senses differently, depending upon what they were bred to do.

               

               Check out Figure 2-2 for an illustration of the Greyhound’s external features.

               
                  
                     
                        
                           	
                              
                                 Figure 2-2: The external features of a Greyhound.
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            Greyhounds: The odor-free dogs

            Greyhounds’ short, thin fur with no undercoat is easy to maintain. It produces no oil, which means you’ll smell no doggy odor as long as you brush it regularly and keep your hound healthy.

         

         
            Growing Up in the Fast Lane: The Puppyhood of Future Racers

            Puppies are adorable, and Greyhound puppies are no exception. Looking at a litter of pudgy pups, usually six or seven in number, you may have a hard time believing that they will grow into sleek speed machines.

            Early puppyhood for most racers from good farms is much like puppyhood for other dogs who are bred by responsible breeders. Good breeders recognize that handling and nurturing is critical. They take the time to introduce their pups to lots of different kinds of people and prepare them for the sights, smells, and sounds they are going to experience at the track. These owners and kennel operators believe that happy hounds are better racers. Greyhounds who aren’t handled and nurtured as puppies are problematic when they reach the track — they don’t train easily, they usually don’t run well, and they’re just plain difficult to deal with. Unlike most other pups, Greyhound puppies are kept with their littermates for several months. Before they are three months old, they are tattooed with their National Greyhound Association (NGA) identification numbers. These tattoos uniquely identify each dog.

            When the pups are about six months old, they are separated into groups of up to four pups. These pairs will spend the next six to eight months together, playing with old plastic bottles, running up and down the fence lines racing the pups in adjacent runs, digging holes, playing hide-and-seek, and hanging out in a wading pool in the summer heat. They are taught manners like leash walking, and they get their noses bumped for jumping on people. The pups learn basic verbal commands that will become important in their racing lives. They are introduced to muzzles, and occasionally they go to the racetrack for very slow runs. Responsible owners encourage these kinds of activities, which promote good behavior and personality. Sound temperament and training is as important in racing as it is in the living room.
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            	No two racers have the same ear tattoos. The tattoo in a Greyhound’s left ear is his litter registration number, which is assigned by the NGA. The tattoo in his right ear identifies a specific puppy in that litter. The tattoo in your retired racer’s right ear identifies the month and year of his birth and the order in his litter in which he was tattooed. The first number refers to the month he was born, the second number is the last digit of the year he was born, and the last digit is the order in which he was tattooed (which may or may not be his birth order in his litter). So if your retired racer’s right ear tattoo reads 24C, it means he was born in February (2) of 1994 (4) and he was the third pup in his litter to be tattooed (C). These numbers are sometimes difficult to read. If you can’t read them, try shining a flashlight behind your hound’s ear.

            At 12 to 14 months of age, the dogs’ training begins in earnest. They are moved to a kennel room along with their littermates and the dogs from two or three other litters. In the kennel room, they are housed in wire crates stacked one row above another (with the females usually housed in the upper row). A radio plays around the clock to help block out noises from other kennel rooms, arriving and departing vehicles, and other noises that may disturb the Greyhounds. Four times a day, the Greyhounds are turned out
                (let out into a fenced area for about an hour each time). When they are out of their crates, they have a chance to eliminate and to play with the other racers from their kennel room. During this time, the crates are cleaned and bedding is refreshed. They return to their crates and get some ear rubs, treats, and petting before the crate doors are closed.

            Between the ages of 12 and 14 months, the Greyhounds are taken to the training track once a week. From the age of 14 months until they move to the track permanently (at about 18 months of age), they are taken to the training track twice a week.

            When the pups arrive at the track, their early experiences with handling and exposure to new people and situations again play an important role. If a racer wasn’t handled extensively as a puppy and exposed to lots of new people and situations in positive ways, the transition to life at the track can be stressful.
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            The Bertillon Card

            Each registered racing Greyhound has an identification card called a Bertillon Card, which lists 56 identifying points on that registered Greyhound. The card even includes the color of the dog’s toenails. This precise means of identifying an individual dog serves as a control point for the integrity of racing. It assures that the dog who is entered in a race is actually the dog who runs.

            Every time an NGA Greyhound changes owners, she is formally registered to the new owner. When you adopt a retired racer, you can contact the NGA and get your own certificate of registration for your dog. The reverse side of this certificate has the Bertillon Card for your dog.

            See Appendix A for information about how to obtain a pet certificate for your dog and to see a sample NGA Certificate and Bertillon Card.

         

         When the Greyhounds have permanently moved to the racetrack, they race about twice a week, competing against other dogs who are also novices. Greyhounds who don’t do well are retired, even though they may only be about two years old. If a Greyhound wins, he begins to climb in grade and race against better and better dogs. As a dog ages, he begins to lose and moves down in grade. He may also move down in grade when he returns to racing after he recovers from an injury. Eventually, he will be retired from racing. Some exceptional dogs will be used for breeding. The lucky ones, when they’re retired, will be adopted into homes like yours. The unlucky ones are killed.
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         	Many adopters want to know what the people in the racing industry are like. Although not all adoption groups will agree with me, my experience has been that the people who breed or own racing Greyhounds, train racers, or operate racing kennels are as diverse as any other group of people. That means they are as good, bad, or indifferent as any group of people. Some owners don’t remember their dogs unless the dogs make money and have no interest in their dogs’ futures when their careers end. Other breeders or owners take pictures of each dog before they send him off to the track to begin his career. They say goodbye with a hug and kiss and include a note to the kennel owner or trainer with information on each individual dog. Our newest girl just received a birthday card from the folks at her racing kennel.

         Before the 1980s, nearly all racing Greyhounds were killed at the end of their careers. In the early 1980s, reputable industry people and public attention combined to focus attention on this problem. At that time, some conscientious breeders were already placing their Greyhounds in good homes at the ends of their careers, but there was no organized effort to do so. At one time, it was estimated that 60,000 Greyhounds were being destroyed each year. By the early 1990s, the industry began to provide estimates of the numbers of adoptions based on their records. In 1991, approximately 52,000 Greyhounds were born, but only 7,000 were adopted.

         In the past ten years, thanks to the efforts of people in the industry and the work of more than 200 dedicated adoption groups, there has been a dramatic change in the fate of retired racing Greyhounds. By 1999, the number of racing Greyhound puppies born had dropped to about 33,000. The estimated number actually available for adoption each year is about 25,000. For the past several years, the number of retired racers adopted has leveled off at about 18,000 annually. Although the racing industry is doing a great deal to reduce the numbers of racers being bred and encourages breeders and trainers to make retired racers available for adoption, the number of racers born is still higher than the number being adopted. A lot of work still needs to be done to ensure that racers are placed in loving homes like yours at the end of their careers.
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            The half-million hound

            The most money ever paid for a racing Greyhound was $500,000 in 1986. The dog’s name was P’s Rambling.

         

         
            Sizing Up the Greyhound’s Physical Needs

            Retired racers are large dogs and vary considerably in size. The smallest retired racing Greyhound can weigh as little as 40 pounds, and the largest may tip the scales at more than 90 pounds and still be at a normal weight. In the following sections, I guide you through the basics of a Greyhound’s body — letting you know what physical traits and basic physical needs you can expect from a retired racer, and what that means to you.

            
               Regular exercise

               All dogs need some 
                  regular exercise, and retired racers are no exception. Walking a Greyhound one or two times each day should be sufficient exercise. You don’t have to go on long hikes; a good leg stretch for ten minutes or so will work for most retired racers.

               At a minimum, your Greyhound also needs a few minutes each day for a good romp. If you don’t have a fenced yard, he’s likely to turn an area of your home into his own little racetrack for a minute or two each day.

            

            
               Avoidance of injuries

               Like all athletes, Greyhounds are prone to injuries — it’s the nature of their job and their breed. Greyhounds have a light coat, very thin skin, and long thin bones, all of which means that they are more injury-prone than other breeds. What would be a simple scratch to a Labrador Retriever may be a nasty tear requiring several stitches for a Greyhound. For this reason, Greyhounds are muzzled when they run together, even if they’re just running for fun or exercise.
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               	Like other athletes, the dings and bumps your retired racer received in his professional career may flare up as arthritis as he ages.
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            Fenced-in play areas

            Greyhounds are part of a group of dog breeds called sighthounds (sometimes called gazehounds). The sighthound has keen eyesight to detect movement, instant reaction times, and incredible speed and agility to close in on prey.

            What does this mean to you? Whether your hound had a successful racing career, he can go from a dead stop to speeds in excess of 40 miles per hour in three strides. When he takes off after a rabbit that you can’t even see or startles and bolts at some strange noise, he’ll be in the next town before you can even get the word “come” out of your mouth.

            Unlike the sporting breeds, which were bred to work side by side with their human companions, sighthounds were bred to find and chase down game, with little or no guidance from their human partners. Sighthounds are rather independent dogs. When they are involved in their life’s work — chasing prey — they’re aren’t likely to pay much attention to your requests to  come or sit.

            From the day a Greyhound comes into your home, you must remain committed to never letting him off his lead, except in an enclosed area or other safe setting. Yards surrounded by electronic fences don’t qualify. If you want to let your Greyhound run free, you can only do so in a yard surrounded by a real fence. If you expect the dog of your dreams to follow off a leash and look up at you adoringly from your side, a Greyhound is not the dog for you.

         

         
            Health issues

            Compared to other breeds, Greyhounds are nearly free of serious health problems, and they usually live to about 12 to 14 years of age.

            Greyhounds have thin skin, a very light coat, and little body fat to provide insulation. As a result, they must be protected against extreme weather. Although they may enjoy outdoor activities, they are not suited for outdoor living.

            For more information on specific health issues, check out the chapters in Part IV of this book.

         

         
            Cleanliness

            Greyhounds are clean almost to the point of being vain. They have a short, light coat that doesn’t shed excessively and doesn’t need much care. Many Greyhounds groom themselves like cats do, helping to make retired racers generally low-maintenance dogs.

            Greyhounds do have notoriously bad teeth. Whether it’s genetics, the track diet, or chewing at the crate out of boredom, the results are the same: Greyhounds’ teeth require regular daily cleaning.

         

            
               [image: Warning(bomb)]
            

         
            Watch that tail!

            The long thin tails of Greyhounds break easily. Watch for closing doors. And try to keep an eye on your hound so that he doesn’t wag his tail into a wall. Greyhounds’ tails can get to wagging hard enough that they’ll break if they come into contact with a wall during play.

         

         Retired racers are not housebroken, but they are crate-trained. When you bring a retired racer into your home, you have to teach him to treat your whole house as part of his crate. If you follow the guidelines in Chapter 6, this is generally a simple task.

         
            Answering Some Common Questions about Retired Racers

            What is the personality of the retired racer really like? Are they gentle, docile dogs or high-strung and aloof? What can you expect of this former athlete when he moves into your home? Check out the following sections for answers to these common questions on the breed.

            
               How social are they?

               Some people think of Greyhounds as aloof and unsociable. Although Greyhounds aren’t as demanding of attention as some more gregarious breeds, most are friendly even with strangers. And some are real social butterflies.

               In general, Greyhounds are not boisterous dogs who are constantly on the move and demanding attention, but they can
                   play the clown with the best of them. We nicknamed our first retired racer the Clown Princess because of her antics. One minute, she had all the refinement and dignity of Grace Kelly, and the next she was acting like Lucille Ball at her nuttiest.

               Racing Greyhounds are not accustomed to being alone, because they are housed with other racers throughout their lives. Moving into a house without other dogs can be a big adjustment for a retired racer. That’s why alone training is so important. I tell you all about alone training in Chapter 6.
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               Spooks: Extremely shy dogs

               A spook is an extremely shy dog who reacts fearfully to many normal situations. His usual response will be to hide and avoid any person  or situation that he views as frightening. Unfortunately, he views almost everything as frightening. This behavior may be partly genetic, or it may be related to a lack of handling and positive exposures when he was a pup. Turning a spook into a well-adjusted member of your pack is not a task for an inexperienced owner. Look for a reasonably social racer for your first adoption.

            

            
               How do they respond to other animals?

               One of the biggest myths about retired racers is that they are not safe to have around cats, small animals, or even toy breeds of dogs. A Greyhound with a high
                   prey drive may never be safe around cats or other small animals, including toy breeds of dogs. On the other hand, Greyhounds with a low to medium prey drive can adjust well to life with smaller animals. I discuss this more in Chapter 5.

               Many retired racers go into homes with cats or other small animals and decide Fluffy is a great friend. But others decide that Fluffy is lunch. If you have cats, small animals, or a toy breed of dog, work with your adoption group to find a retired racer who will fit best in your home. The adoption group will use a technique called profiling
                   to match a retired racer to a prospective family. Some groups are able to expose retired racers to a variety of situations to get a sense of how he will react to cats or children, for example.

               

               
                  [image: Warning(bomb)]
               

               	You’re tempting fate if you try to get a retired racer to make friends with a rabbit or other small animal or a bird. These creatures should never be left alone or unprotected with a Greyhound. Although many Greyhounds live successfully in homes with small animals, these matches are best left to experienced Greyhound owners.

            

            
               Are they good with children?

               Children and dogs are the stuff movies are made of. But is that truth or just more fiction? Greyhounds don’t come with training wheels like a bicycle. If you haven’t taught your child how to interact properly with dogs, a Greyhound isn’t the dog to use to further your child’s education.

               Many, many retired racers live happily in homes with children. Although most retired racers generally respond well to older, quiet, considerate children, many retired racers have had no
                   experience with small children or infants.
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               	Expecting a retired racer to interact with children in the same way as a dog who was properly introduced to children as a young puppy is unfair. If you have young children or are expecting to have children, don’t adopt any
                   dog, especially a retired racer, unless you are absolutely certain you have the patience required to deal successfully with a dog and a child.

               If you have children, keep in mind that Greyhounds weren’t built for the rough-and-tumble world of boisterous children. Greyhounds lack the padding that protects most other breeds from the roughness and harshness that a playful or improperly supervised child can wreak. Although children may prefer to play with a dog by wrestling or rolling around on the floor, Greyhounds like to chase things and run. And they generally don’t care if you join in or not.
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               	Dogs and children are not
                   a match made in heaven. Most people have inaccurate and unrealistic expectations about child/dog interactions. If you have a dog and a child, you have a tremendous responsibility to keep both the child and
                   the dog safe.

               Many retired racers are returned or surrendered because they have growled or snapped at a child. Because of this, many Greyhound adoption groups now refuse to adopt to families with children under the age of four. Some groups won’t adopt to anyone with a child under six. Other groups have established required education programs for adopters with young children.
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               	Before you adopt a retired racer, take a realistic look at your ability to manage your children and a dog and decide if you’re being fair to yourself, your kids, and the dog.

            

            
               How well will a Greyhound adapt to my home?

               A retired racer’s former world was routine and structured. Most have never been inside a house or taken a walk in the park. Greyhounds have extremely acute senses of smell, hearing, and sight. They tend to startle easily, and their reaction time is so quick that they’ve usually reacted to something before the average dog has even had time to notice it. With appropriate tutoring and plenty of positive exposure to new people and situations, he’ll quickly learn about his new world and not feel the need to react to every new thing he hears.

            
               Guard dogs they are not

               Retired racers are not guard dogs. In fact, most aren’t even good watch dogs. Greyhounds are quiet dogs who generally don’t bark much. Adopters are fond of saying that the only way a Greyhound will hurt a burglar is if the burglar trips over the dog in the dark.

            

               Your retired racer’s keen sight, hearing, and sensitivity to his surroundings can easily distract him from what you had in mind. Keep in mind that he doesn’t know that windows are solid or that swimming pools aren’t. He has never seen stairs (and he won’t like them when he does) or walked on slippery floors. Although Greyhounds learn to deal with these things, you need to be patient with your hound as he adjusts to this whole new world.

            

            
               How smart are retired racers?

               Greyhounds are not always responsive to commands. But that isn’t the same as being dumb; they just aren’t convinced it’s important. Greyhounds are bright dogs. If you doubt your Greyhound’s intelligence, see how long it takes him to recognize the sound of his food bin opening or his leash being picked up in preparation for a jaunt in the park. Some Greyhounds really challenge you by learning to open doors and cupboards. In general, retired racers just aren’t convinced that obedience has much relevance. Many are easily distracted by strange sights, smells, and sounds — and that makes training both interesting and challenging.

               After they’ve become accustomed to all the strange new things we throw at them in their lives beyond the racetrack, retired racers can be taught to do a wide variety of behaviors. They won’t dwell on your every word as if it came from the Mount on two stone tablets, but they are certainly capable of learning the behaviors and skills that make them welcome members of the family. They learn best when training is gentle, interesting, and fun.

            

            
               Are Greyhounds aggressive?

               Absolutely not. Retired racers are seldom aggressive toward people. If they do growl or snap, they do so most often out of fear. Retired racing Greyhounds generally accept human handling very well. As racers, they were routinely handled far more than most dogs. They often tolerate medical procedures that would require sedation or anesthesia in other dogs.

               Most Greyhounds are not aggressive toward other dogs. If there is a fight, the other dog usually starts it.
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            Where’d my other sock go?

            Don’t be surprised if your Greyhound is a packrat. Everything that catches his attention may end up in his crate or favorite resting place.  He may get to be better at picking up his toys  than your kids are. Of course, you can also  expect him to carry off things from the laundry  basket, the kids’ toys, and anything else that  seems appealing and fits in his mouth. Most Greyhounds don’t take things to chew. They just like to collect things. So if one of your blue socks is missing, check your Greyhound’s bed.

         

      

      

   
      
         Part II

         Finding Your  Soul Mate 

         
            [image: ]
         

         In this part . . .

         
            If you’re thinking about adopting a retired racer, the chapters in this part are the place to start. Here you’ll find great information that will help you figure out whether a Greyhound is the right dog for you. When you’re ready to adopt a retired racer, you can find lots of helpful tips and suggestions for getting your house ready for your new friend. And you’ll also find practical information on bringing your new dog home the very first day.

         

      

   
      
         Chapter 3

         Determining Whether a Retired Racing Greyhound Is Right for You

         In This Chapter

         
            [image: bullet]	Debunking some common myths about dogs

            [image: bullet]	Asking yourself the right questions before you commit to caring for a dog

         

         
            Before you adopt any dog, including a retired racing Greyhound, be realistic about your lifestyle and what you’re willing and able to accommodate. Dogs require a huge commitment, and although I believe wholeheartedly that they’re worth it, that commitment isn’t one every family can — or should — make.

         In this chapter, I start out by highlighting some common descriptions of the mythical “perfect dog” and let you know what you should expect instead. I also guide you through a series of questions you should ask yourself — and your family members — before you bring any breed of dog into your home. This is the place to get serious about yourself. If you’re honest with your responses and you still end the chapter ready to take on a retired racer, you’ll be all the more confident that you’re making the right decision.

         
            Dispelling the Myth of the “Perfect Dog”

            When I conduct seminars on choosing a puppy or on dog behavior, I ask my audience to define the ideal dog. The list they come up with usually looks something like this:

            
               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t shed

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t bark except when the owner wants him to

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t jump up

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t pull on the leash

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t chew anything except his own toys

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t chase cars, cats, kids, bicycles, or joggers

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t lick your face

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t need much attention

               	[image: bullet]	Doesn’t mind being alone all day and most evenings

            

            If you’re expecting me to tell you that this list is the perfect description of the retired racer, you’re mistaken. As far as I’m concerned, this list is the perfect description of a pet rock,
                not a dog of any breed.

            But just because retired racers don’t meet all the qualifications on this list doesn’t mean they don’t make wonderful pets. If you pick a retired racer whose character and personality are suited to your lifestyle, you can fashion the perfect dog for your family. All it takes is appropriate training and ample doses of patience and attention.

            

            
               [image: Remember]
            

            	No amount of training will keep your hound from shedding. There is no such thing as a dog with fur who doesn’t shed, and Greyhounds are no exception. Real dogs with real fur shed. If shedding is a major problem for you, consider buying a stuffed animal instead. Some groups recommend Greyhounds as hypoallergenic because they don’t shed heavily. Although the low-shedding breeds may be less troublesome for some allergic people, no dog is hypoallergenic.

            Because most of us don’t understand what dogs are really like, we often define our best friend in terms of what he shouldn’t
                do or be, instead of what he really is.
                Dispelling the myths of what a dog is and what kind of relationship you can expect to have with him can go a long way toward ensuring that you find the right match for you and your lifestyle.

            Unfortunately, many of us get our ideas of how dogs behave from television and movies. But Hollywood’s version of man’s best friend is usually far from the truth. Unless the film is a comedy, no Hollywood dog ever jumps on Aunt Gertrude or does his business on the Persian rug in the foyer. Hollywood dogs never turn the backyard into an archeological dig or steal dinner off the kitchen counter. And they wouldn’t dream of chasing the cat.

            All Hollywood dogs have some important things in common, especially the fact that they are all pure fiction. Perfect dogs do not exist — except on TV and in the movies. Keep in mind that the dogs you see in the movies behave well for a living. And just like a race car driver or a concert pianist, they are highly trained professionals.

            

            
               [image: Remember]
            

            	We can’t expect our dogs to be perfect any more than we can expect our children to be perfect. We make mistakes. We forget. And we need to allow our dogs the same latitude.

         

            

            
               [image: JustForFun]
            

         
            Rooing for you

            Most Greyhounds don’t bark much. In fact, some don’t bark at all. But some do like to roo. Rooing is like a cross between a bark and a whine and happens when Greyhounds get excited.

         

         
            Getting Serious about Adopting a Greyhound

            Before you commit yourself to taking care of any dog, but especially a retired racer, ask yourself some very important questions — and be honest with your responses.

            
               Does a dog fit your lifestyle?

               Think about your present and anticipated future lifestyle. What will happen to your dog if you get married, get divorced, relocate, have a baby, or experience other significant lifestyle changes?

               If you think owning a retired racer could pose a problem with any changes in your lifestyle — not to mention your lifestyle as it currently is — this isn’t the time to add a retired racer or any dog. Wait until a better time to add a dog to your family.

            

            
               Are you committed to caring for your retired racer for ten or more years?

               Most racers end their careers when they are between two and five years old. Because their life span is about twelve to fourteen years, you can expect to have your friend with you for ten years or more. Dogs of any breed are not disposable items when they misbehave, get old, or outlive their entertainment or fashion value.

               Just as a very young child is totally dependent on you for all of her needs and her emotional well-being, so is your dog. Children grow up, become independent, and leave home (at least we hope they do). But your dog will be completely dependent on you for his entire life. If you can’t say without any doubt that you can commit yourself to caring for your dog for the next ten or more years, don’t adopt.

            

            
               Can you afford a dog?

               The cost of caring for your Greyhound doesn’t stop with the adoption fee and the cost of food. The initial cost of adopting a retired racing Greyhound varies greatly, but expect to spend between $100 and $300. Some dogs are adopted with all the trimmings — a physical exam, spay/neuter, heartworm test and preventive, worming, dental cleaning, vaccinations, a bath and flea/tick check, some introductory training on stairs and house-training, a leash, a collar, and microchip identification. Other groups supply a hound with a pulse, a collar, and an ID tag.

               

               
                  [image: Tip]
               

               	Be sure you know specifically what is included in the fee, because any retired racer will require certain basics, and if they haven’t been provided for your dog by the adoption group or kennel, you’ll have to provide them yourself. An adoption fee can sound very reasonable until you realize what wasn’t included. The lowest fees I’ve seen are around $100. Most fees are in the $150 to $250 range. Adoption fees usually include spay/neuter surgery, because owners of racing Greyhounds usually require this as a condition of allowing the racer to be placed for adoption and because responsible kennels and adoption groups know there are too many unwanted dogs already. Most adoption fees also include a physical exam and up-to-date vaccinations.

               

               
                  [image: Remember]
               

               	Keep in mind that if your Greyhound’s vaccinations are “up-to-date,” that doesn’t mean the vaccinations aren’t due again in a month or two. It just means he doesn’t need them today.

               

               
                  [image: Tip]
               

               	Look for a group or kennel that provides a dental cleaning, along with the spay/neuter. Most Greyhounds need to have their teeth cleaned. If it is done when the other surgery is performed, you save money and, more importantly, keep your hound from having to be anesthetized a second time. Because some Greyhounds have awful teeth, you may not be able to tell by looking in his mouth whether he’s had his teeth cleaned recently.

               Expect to spend at least $500 to $700 when you initially adopt your retired racer. This amount should cover the adoption fee, spaying or neutering, a basic bed, a crate, coat, toys, food, an initial veterinary exam, and grooming supplies. I’m not talking about anything fancy, just the bare-bones stuff you’ll need to properly care for your racer the day he walks through your front door.

               

               
                  [image: Tip]
               

               	The American Humane Association estimates the first year of acquiring and owning a puppy will cost about $1,500. Expect something similar when you adopt a retired racer.

               After you get your racer home, you’ll need to pay for annual vaccinations, heartworm prevention, flea and tick control, a license, and food. For a 65-pound dog, count on spending at least $750 each year. This estimate assumes you’ll do your own training and grooming, that you’ll encounter no illnesses or accidents, and that you aren’t going to spoil him with new toys and other goodies. And always budget a little extra in case your dog does get sick, because even a minor illness can mean medical bills of more than $100. A major illness can run into the thousands of dollars.

               Prepare yourself for the financial costs of getting a retired racer. Some groups provide the initial health care your retired racer will need. Others can barely afford to provide a collar and leash. If you have to provide them yourself, the initial health care expenses listed here could cost a few hundred dollars in even a small urban area. If these weren’t done by the group or kennel, you’ll need to take care of them within the first week or so.

               At the very least your Greyhound is likely to need:

               
                  	[image: bullet]	A physical exam

                  	[image: bullet]	A heartworm test and a supply of preventive

                  	[image: bullet]	A fecal exam and de-worming

                  	[image: bullet]	Current vaccinations/immunizations

                  	[image: bullet]	Spay/neuter

               

               And it doesn’t stop there. When you’re hooked, there is no end to the things you’ll do for your hound. One adopter quipped when asked what it costs to adopt a Greyhound, “Ninety dollars for my hound plus $25,000 dollars for the minivan to get him to the vet.” Another adopter I know replaced all her smooth flooring with carpeting because her Greyhound fell and became frightened of slippery floors. One adopter recently admitted to buying a waterbed just for her hounds. We’re a crazy bunch.

            

            
               Do you have children or are you planning to have them?

               A retired racer can be the ideal companion for the right child, and most live in homes with children. Because of their gentle nature and their preference for a calm environment, they do best in homes with quiet, well-mannered children who are school age or older, like the girl shown in Figure 3-1.

               Adopting a dog or puppy requires more time, commitment, and experience than most families realize. Keeping both young children and a dog safe and happy takes a lot of work. Wait until your children are grade school age before you add an adult dog to your family.

               
                  
                     
                        
                           	
                              
                                 Figure 3-1: Greyhounds prefer quiet and considerate children.

                           
                           	
                              [image: Figure 3-1: Greyhounds prefer quiet and considerate children.]
                           
                        

                     
                  

               

               	Photograph courtesy of Bonnie Stoner

            

            
               Are you prepared to care for your aging racer?

               Although the retired racer you bring home may be an active and playful young dog, you have to think ten years down the road and be prepared for the changes that may take place. Consider whether you’re prepared for the responsibility of caring for an aging Greyhound in five or ten years. If you work all day, how will you address the needs of an animal who may no longer have the bowel and bladder control that he once did? As most dogs age, they develop arthritis. How are you going to deal with a 60-pound or 80-pound Greyhound that can no longer manage stairs on his own? If your hound becomes ill as he ages, are you prepared emotionally and financially for the challenge? 
                     Remember:
                  
                   A prolonged illness can strain even a well-padded budget. And will you be ready emotionally for his increased dependence on you and the behavioral changes that often accompany aging?

               

               
                  [image: Remember]
               

               	More than 20 percent of the animals that are abandoned to shelters are abandoned because of the problems of aging. They deserve better than that, and unless you’re committed to giving your retired racer a home for life, don’t adopt.

            

            
               Will you consider your pet one of the family?

               A recent survey of twelve shelters in the United States indicated that more than half of the dogs surrendered to shelters were given up because of human lifestyle and housing issues. If you cannot make a lifetime commitment, please don’t consider adopting a retired racer or any other dog. Dogs are social creatures, and they need your attention and company.

               If you choose to make a Greyhound a member of your human pack (otherwise known as your family), you need to be prepared to treat him as a member of that family for the rest of his natural life.

               I can’t remember what our home was like before our first retired racer adopted us. We adore almost everything about our retired racers. But I know they aren’t the right dogs for every family. Take the time to consider whether a Greyhound is right for yours before you make the commitment to care for one.

            

         

      

      

   


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


Images/hearts.jpg





Images/macapple.jpg





Images/clubs.jpg





Images/fingerpoint.jpg





Images/diamonds.jpg





Images/frown.jpg





Images/spades.jpg





Images/tomato.jpg





Images/Tip.jpg
<





Images/maccmd.jpg





Images/smile.jpg





Images/arrow.jpg





Images/check.jpg





Images/turnover.jpg





Images/checkbox.jpg





Images/checkmark.jpg





Images/arrow.png





Images/check.png





Images/Remember.jpg
@





Images/TechnicalStuff.jpg





Images/5276-7 fg1601.jpg





Images/5276-7 fg1602.jpg





Images/5276-7 fg1502.jpg
1. Tie a knot in the muzzle fabric, 2. Slip the loop over the dog’s head,
making a loop large enough to fit with the knot anchored under the jaw.
over the dog's head. Tighten the loop.

3. Crisscross the ends of the muzzle 4, Bring the ends behind the neck and
under the jaw. tie another knot.
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1. Loop the clip end of a 2. Hold the loop open with
leash through the handle. one hand while you slip it
over the dog’s head.
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Many Greyhound owners find
trimming nails easier if the dog
is standing.

When you cut or grind your dog’s
nails, stop at a point just beyond
the blood vessel, referred to as
the quick.

Because many Greyhounds have
nails that are too long, take a
second cut (or grind) from the top
of the nail. Work on overly long
nails every few days, to give the
quick a chance to recede. Then
you can get the nails backto a
reasonable length.
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1. Place the lure at your dog’s nose.

2. With your palm turned downward,
slowly lower the lure straight to the
ground between the dog’s paws.

3. When the dog lies down,
give her the treat.
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1. Hold a treat in your hand. 2. Place the lure near the dog's
nose, with your palm facing down.

3. Slowly move the treat straight
to the floor. When the dog
lies down, give him the treat.
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1. Teach the dog to target 2. Then teach the dog to move
your hand from behind you. around to touch the target.
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Product Meal, Ground Grain Sorghum, Ground
Whole Grain Barley, Chicken Meal, Chicken Fat
(preserved with mixed Tocopherols, a source of
Vitamin E, and Citric Acid), Dried Beet Pulp (sugar
removed), Natural Chicken Flavor, Dried Egg
4 Product, Brewers Dried Yeast, Potassium Chloride,
7“1 Salt, Choline Chloride, Calcium Carbonate, DL-
/{ Methionine, Ferrous Sulfate, Vitamin E Supplement,
Zinc Oxide, Ascorbic Acid (source of Vitamin C),
Dicalcium Phosphate, Manganese Sulfate, Copper
Sulfate, Manganese Oxide,Vitamin By, Supplement,
Vitamin A Acetate, Calcium Pantothenate, Biotin,

(source of Vitamin Bj), Niacin, Riboflavin
Supplement (source of Vitamin Bj), Pyridoxine
Hydrochloride (source of Vitamin Bg), Inositol,
Vitamin D3 Supplement, Potassium lodide, Folic
\Acid, Cobalt Carbonate.

Glgredients: Chicken, Corn Meal, Chicken By-\ .
"1 Crude Protein not less than

Lecithin, Rosemary Extract, Thiamine Mononitrate |-

Guaranteed Analysis:

Crude Fat not less than |
Crude Fiber not more than
Moisture not more than .............ceeuuee

Animal feeding tests using Association of American
Feed Control Official's procedures substantiate
that this product provides complete and balanced
nutrition for adult dogs.
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1. With your palm turned upward, 2. Keep the lure close to your
place the lure at your dog’s nose. dog’s muzzle as you move the

lure up and back.

A
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3. When your dog is in a sitting
position, give him the treat.
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1. Keeping your palm turned upward, 2. When your dog's butt is on
slowly move your hand toward the the floor, offer him the treat.
back of your dog's head.
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The ears are small, rose-shaped,
and held close to the head except
when the dog is excited.

The head is long, becoming
fairly wide between the ears.
The skull is flat.

The stop is slight and
barely perceptible.

The muzzle is long.

Shoulder

At racing weight, the ribs are visible.

Upper arm

Forearm

The feet are compact, with
well-knuckled toes that
resemble a hare’s foot.

The neck is long,
slightly arched, and
gradually widens into

the shoulders.

Withers

Stop pad
Pastern e

The back is long
and the spine flexible.

The hindquarters are long,
wide, and powerfully muscled.

The tail is long with a
slight upward curve
and is held low.

Hock
Rear pastern

The tuck-up provides
a unique, small-waisted
profile.

The chestis deep and
wide to accommodate
large lungs and heart.
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“Look, call me crazy, but I think Ive found a
way to exexcise the Qreghound without leaving
the houvse.”
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‘I made up 2 bed for the Greghound.
T threw m a bunch of my old track
shoes to make him feel at home."
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Colors abbreviated as follows:
Black-Bk. Blue-Be. Brindled-Bd. Fawn-F. Red-R. White-W. Ticked-T
or any combination of these that may be necessary, the predominating color being given first.
Color abbreviations for toenails: L-Light, D-Dark, H-Horn
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