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				Introduction

				Most of you have probably seen Deaf people use American Sign Language out in public — in restaurants, hospitals, airports, churches, and the like. To see people use this language to share ideas about every subject is remarkable and fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of Deaf people. This book is an introduction for you to get your hands wet and a great refresher for those who need an easy and clear way to practice Sign.

				About This Book

				Signing For Dummies, 2nd Edition, is designed to give you a general understanding of the properties of Sign, as well as an understanding of Deaf culture. As you’ll soon see, the language and the culture go hand in hand and can’t be separated, and an understanding of both makes you a better signer. As you build your foundation in Sign, you’ll see that it’s a highly organized language with rules that govern it — rules that we explain in this book.

				To clarify, Signing For Dummies, 2nd Edition, focuses solely on what’s known as American Sign Language (ASL) because it’s the most popular form of communication for the Deaf community in the United States.

				This book is categorized according to subject. You can use each chapter as a building block for the next chapter or you can skip around wherever you please. Just find a subject that interests you and dig in, remembering that the most important thing is to have fun while you’re figuring out this stuff.

				After you understand a concept, we strongly recommend that you practice with others who are learning ASL or who are already proficient. Conversing with Deaf people is highly recommended as they are the experts. Doing so helps reinforce the knowledge you obtain from this book and allows others to help you hone your skills. If others understand you, you’re probably on the right track. And if you don’t understand something, don’t despair. Talk to your Deaf friends or others who already know Sign.

				Conventions Used in This Book

				Here are some conventions we use to help you navigate this book:

				[image: check.png] We capitalize the word Sign when we use it as another name for American Sign Language. We don’t, however, capitalize it when we use it as a verb (to sign) or a noun (referring to a person — a signer — or toa specific sign). 

				[image: check.png] We always capitalize Deaf because it means culturally Deaf (whereas lowercase “deaf” simply means that someone has an audiological impairment and communicates in spoken English rather than ASL).

				[image: check.png] Whenever we use Sign in lists, examples, and dialogues, we print it inALL CAPS to show that it’s the closest equivalent to its English counterpart.

				[image: check.png] When we introduce a new sign, we bold it in the text so that you know you’re about to learn a new sign.

				[image: check.png] ASL doesn’t use punctuation, so we add hyphens to show slight pauses in Sign translations.

				[image: check.png] The text (Sign and its English translation) always comes before the  illustration.

				[image: check.png] To save space, manual numbers and words that are fingerspelled don’t have illustrations. See Chapter 1 if you need help remembering how to sign a particular letter or number.

				[image: check.png] A Q in a line of ASL indicates that you need to sign the manual question mark (flip to Chapter 6 for more on the manual question mark).

				[image: check.png] Websites appear in monofont.

				This book also includes a few elements that other For Dummies books do not. Here are the new elements that you’ll find:

				[image: check.png] Signin’ the Sign dialogues: Seeing Sign in actual context helps you understand how to use Sign vocabulary. Many signs have more than one meaning, and in ASL there’s more than one way to say something, so these dialogues can help you out with that.

				[image: check.png] Fun & Games activities: These games at the end of the chapters help you practice Sign and are a good way to have fun while checking your progress. Some Fun & Games activities have pictures that help you develop your memory skills for Sign recognition.

				Don’t think of the translations of English sentences into ASL as word-for-word translations. In fact, many signs have no English equivalents. Throughout this book, you find English equivalents that are close in meaning to Sign but not exactly the same. Remember that ASL is a completely different language from English. Fortunately, many gestures that hearing people use are also used by Deaf people in ASL, so you already have a head start that you can build on.

				Foolish Assumptions

				We hate to assume anything about anyone, but when writing this book, we had to make a few foolish assumptions about you. Here they are (we hope we were right):

				[image: check.png] You have little or no experience in this type of communication, but you have a genuine interest.

				[image: check.png] You don’t expect to become fluent in Sign after going through this book. You just want some basic vocabulary, and you want to see what particular signs look like by themselves and in simple sentences.

				[image: check.png] You aren’t interested in memorizing grammar rules; you just want to communicate. (In case you do happen to be interested in ASL grammar, Chapter 2 is dedicated to that topic, and other rules and concepts are sprinkled throughout the book.)

				[image: check.png] You want to know a few signs to be able to communicate with Deaf friends, family members, and acquaintances.

				[image: check.png] Because ASL satisfies a foreign language requirement in many colleges, you want to see whether ASL is for you.

				[image: check.png] You met a pretty Deaf girl or a handsome Deaf guy, and knowing some Sign will really help out!

				How This Book Is Organized

				This book is divided by topic into parts and then further divided into chapters. Here we tell you what kind of information you can find in each part.

				Part I: Getting Started

				This part explains fingerspelling and the basic handshapes, facial expressions, and body language of Sign. We include some rules so that you can see how objects and action work together. You can make simple sentences with these basics. As a general tip, maximize your time in Part I. The rest of the book builds on this foundational content.

				Part II: American Sign Language in Action

				In this part, you find your time to shine; this is where the rules of Sign and action of Sign come together. Here you develop your ability to strike up conversations, ask for directions, and talk about dining and shopping. You also discover the signs for business terms, outdoor activities, and health-related words and expressions. This part essentially prepares you for a variety of types of discussions.

				Part III: Looking into Deaf Life and Interpreting

				In this part, you give your hands a rest and read how Deaf people function in the hearing world. This part captures the cultural component of ASL. You discover the history of Sign and some basics about Deaf etiquette. You also get a crash course in becoming an interpreter and find out how recent technology helps Deaf people communicate. This part gives you a more complete understanding of the Deaf world.

				Part IV: The Part of Tens

				Here you find some great ideas so that you can sign even better and faster. This part helps you get past any reluctance you may have and encourages you to feel more confident about signing in front of other people. You also gain an appreciation for the richness of ASL by seeing various idiomatic expressions that Deaf people use.

				Part V: Appendixes

				This book has two appendixes. Appendix A gives you all the answers to the Fun & Games questions. Appendix B provides detailed instructions for playing and using the CD that accompanies this book. The CD is designed to give you a fuller view of ASL and to make the most of your ability to learn.

				Icons Used in This Book

				To help you find certain types of information more easily, we include several icons in this book. You find them on the left-hand side of the page, sprinkled throughout:

				[image: tip.eps]	This icon highlights tips and tricks that can make signing easier.

				[image: remember.eps]	This icon points out interesting and important information that you don’t want to forget.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	To avoid making a blunder or offending a Deaf friend, pay attention to what these paragraphs have to say.

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	For those grammar buffs out there, this icon points out useful ASL grammar rules and concepts.

				[image: culturalwisdom.eps]	This icon draws your attention to pieces of information about the culture of the Deaf community.

				[image: playthis_small.eps]	This icon indicates Signin’ the Sign dialogues and other elements that are featured on video clips on the CD, so that you can see Sign in action and  practice with the signers.

				Where to Go from Here

				The beauty of this book is that you can begin anywhere you want. You may find it helpful to start with the first few chapters to get down the basics, but if that’s not your thing, feel free to jump in wherever you want. Use the table of contents and the index to point you in the right direction. Find a subject that interests you, start signing, and have fun! Just remember, you’re going to make mistakes, but don’t let that discourage you. Instead, use those mistakes as opportunities to solidify and strengthen your foundation. Nothing worthwhile comes easily. Take your time, take notes, and let everyone take notice of your ability to sign!

				

			

		

	
		
			
				
				Part I

				Getting Started
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				In this part . . .

				These chapters lay the foundation for your understanding of American Sign Language. You’ll likely find that you know more than you think. Sign language is enveloped with body language, facial expressions, numbers, and some spelling — all of which you use in English every day. 

			

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Finding Out That You Already Know a Little Sign

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Knowing some of ASL’s iconic signs

				[image: arrow] Communicating using gestures and facial expressions

				Signing isn’t difficult, although moving your hands, body, and face to convey meaning instead of just using your voice may seem odd at first. But with time, practice, and interaction, you’ll see that hand movements can be meaningful. Your goal and reward is being able to meet and communicate with a whole new group of people — people who share your opinions, hobbies, and more. That’s definitely worth the initial awkwardness!

				This chapter illustrates the manual alphabet in American Sign Language and talks about hand and body movements. Here, we show you the basics of making handshapes and using facial expressions and body language to get your ideas across. And we start off by reassuring you that you already know some signs. Trust us — you do.

				For example, Sign is interwoven in your gestures when you use your index finger to motion to someone to “come here,” when you shake your head “yes” and “no,” and when you give someone the “evil eye.” When you put these in signing context, you convey volumes of information.

				Discovering Signs That Look  like What They Mean

				Iconic or natural signs look like what they mean — the up and down motion of brushing your teeth that means toothbrush, for instance, or the right and left punches that mean boxing. Iconic signs always show action. Here are some examples:

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01001.eps]

							
								
								BOXING: Looks like you’re “putting up your dukes.”

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01002.eps]

							
								
								DRIVE: Pretend that you’re steering a car.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01003.eps]

							
								
								EAT: Act like you’re putting food in your mouth.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01004.eps]

							
								
								MILK: Have you ever seen a cow being milked? That’s how you sign milk.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01005.eps]

							
								
								SWIMMING/POOL: Think of when you walk through the shallow end of the pool and extend your arms out in front of you to clear the water.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01006.eps]

							
								
								TOOTHBRUSH/BRUSH TEETH: If you’ve ever brushed your teeth with your finger, you made the sign for toothbrush and for brushing your teeth.

							
						

					
				

				Like the sign for boxing, many sports signs are iconic. Check out Chapter 12 for more sports signs.

				Being a winning receiver

				If you have trouble reading someone’s signs, check the context and then ask yourself, “What could this person mean?” Remember that it’s okay to ask someone to repeat something, just like you do when you don’t understand someone speaking to you. You can show a signer you’re “listening” by nodding your head. If at any time someone is signing something to you and you begin not to understand, stop the person and let her know what you did understand and where you stopped understanding. This is perfectly acceptable. Don’t wait for the person to finish a long, drawn-out thought and then say, “I don’t understand.”

				Remember not to watch the signer’s hands primarily. You want to watch the signer’s hands through your peripheral vision. Keep your eyes on the whole picture, from the signer’s abdomen on up to her head. The eyes, face, hands, and body movements tell the whole story.



				Building on the Basics of Sign — Gestures and Expression

				You already know that “speaking” ASL is mostly a matter of using your fingers, hands, and arms. What you may not understand yet is that facial expressions and body language are important and sometimes crucial for conveying and understanding signs and their meaning. If you’re focused only on a signer’s hands, you can easily miss the slightest rolling of the eyes, a raised eyebrow, or the signer “pointing” at something with his eyes. So expect to see hands on hips in frustration, eyes open wide in shock, and hands on mouths covering a hearty laugh. You know these gestures already and are off to a good start.

				The following sections explain how you get nearly your whole body involved in ASL.

				Spelling with your fingers

				Signers use the manual alphabet (shown later in this section) all the time, especially beginners. Signers fingerspell — spell using the manual alphabet—  certain words and, at first, people’s names. So as a beginner, feel free to fingerspell any word you don’t know the sign for. If you want to fingerspell two or more words in a row, such as a title or someone’s first and last name, pause for just a second between each word.

				[image: remember.eps]	In this book, any word that you fingerspell is shown in hyphenated letters. For example, mall is written as M-A-L-L. We usually don’t take the space to show the hand signs for each letter; we leave it to you to find the appropriate letters here in this chapter.

				[image: tip.eps]	Don’t worry about being slow at fingerspelling. Remember, clarity is the goal, not speed. Silently mouth the letter sounds as you fingerspell the letters. Doing so helps you control your speed because you concentrate more on the letters. Don’t pronounce each letter individually; pronounce the sounds as you fingerspell. If you’re fingerspelling P-H-I-L-L-I-P, for example, mouthing “P-H” is incorrect. You want to mouth the “F” sound.

				You may encounter Deaf people who fingerspell everything, even words that have a sign. This is called the Rochester Method, and some Deaf people are most comfortable communicating this way. Even the best interpreters can easily get lost trying to understand this method. The best way to follow what these signers are expressing is to watch their mouth movement and read their lips. You may not catch most of what’s said, but if you do some lip-reading, remember the topic, and ask for clarification, you’ll get by.

				[image: playthis_small.eps]	[image: 9781118117583-fg01007a.eps]

						[image: 9781118117583-fg01007b.eps]

				[image: tip.eps]	You sign, rather than fingerspell, some initializations — concepts such as a.m. and p.m., which you sign as morning and evening, respectively. But you can fingerspell a word like okay as O-K, or you can just show the F handshape. Yes, it’s a gesture, but it gets the point across. Remember, all languages use gestures, and ASL is no different.

				
					
						
								
								A.M.

							
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01008.eps]

							
						

						
								
								P.M.

							
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01009.eps]

							
						

					
				

				You may run across compound names that are abbreviated as two letters: Los Angeles (LA), San Francisco (SF), Burger King (BK), and Blue Ridge (BR). Remember to fingerspell the complete word before you abbreviate it, because L-A could mean Louisiana and B-R could mean Baton Rouge. The goal is to be clear; shortcuts and slang will come, so don’t get ahead of yourself.

				Shaping up those hands

				Remembering a few simple points can help you make handshapes like a lifelong signer. Handshapes are hand formations that you use to sign each letter of the alphabet; this is also called the manual alphabet. Your manual dexterity is like a voice that has the ability to sing, and it requires practice. Start with two-letter words and graduate to larger ones. As you start getting the feel for fingerspelling, you’ll be using hand muscles that you didn’t know you had, so you may notice a little soreness.

				[image: remember.eps]	Handshapes are the individual letters of the manual alphabet, and fingerspelling is an action using the manual alphabet to create words.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	In your excitement to sign, you face the possibility of overusing your hands. Like that singing voice, your hands need a little break as they get ready for the next step. To find out how to keep your hands limber, search for “hand exercises” on the Internet or talk to sign language interpreters.

				In the rest of this section, we explain the basic conventions of handshapes.

				[image: remember.eps]	For signing purposes, the hand you write with is called your dominant hand (some folks call it the active hand). The other hand is your base hand or passive hand. In this book, all the illustrations represent a right-handed signer — the right hand illustrates the dominant hand, and the left hand illustrates the passive hand. So, in a nutshell, if you see a sign with the right hand dominant and you’re left-handed, use your left hand.

				While your active hand does the work, your passive hand does one of the following:

				[image: check.png] It mirrors the active hand.

				[image: check.png] It displays one of seven basic handshapes, called natural handshapes.

				The seven natural handshapes are the letters A, B, C, S, and O and the numbers 1 and 5.

					[image: 9781118117583-fg01010.eps]

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	If you don’t use your passive hand for these handshapes, you’ll be breaking a rule in ASL. The Deaf person who is watching you sign may not know this particular rule, but she’ll be thrown off. Therefore, follow this basic rule and stay ahead of the game.

				You can use natural handshapes in a variety of ways. You may form the same handshape in one direction for a particular sign but in a different direction for another sign. For a sign such as start, you form the natural handshape (in this case, the number 5) in one direction. But for a sign such as cook, you form that same natural handshape in a different direction. Check out the following examples of active/passive handshapes that you use while signing:

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01011.eps]

							
								
								START: Place your active index finger between your index and middle fingers of your passive hand, and then turn the active index finger outward — it looks like you’re turning the ignition key in a car.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01012.eps]

							
								
								BUY: Hold out your passive hand, palm up in the 5 handshape. Use your active hand as you would to hand money to a salesclerk.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01013.eps]

							
								
								COOK: Hold your passive hand out, palm up. Lay your active hand across the top of it, palm down. Now flip your active hand over, then flip it back over, palm down.

							
						

					
				

				When your passive hand mirrors the shape of your dominant hand, you move both hands either together or alternately. If moving them alternately, you move both hands in alternate directions at the same time. Here are some examples of alternating handshapes:

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01014.eps]

							
								
								BOOK: Make this sign as if you’re actually opening a book.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01015.eps]

							
								
								GIFT: Put both hands in front of you in the “X” handshape, but extend one a little farther away than the other from your body. At the same time, jerk your hands up a little bit, twice.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01016.eps]

							
								
								MAYBE

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01017.eps]

							
								
								STORE: Keep your hands in the same shapeand move them back and forth simultaneously.

							
						

					
				

				Benefiting with body language

				Communicating a concept in Sign is often made clear by using body language. The meaning of I don’t know comes through clearly when you raise your shoulders, tilt your head, and turn your palm up. Signing I’m sick is more easily understood when you accompany the sign with half-shut eyes, an open mouth, and a partially extended tongue. Another example is the word no. The speed at which you shake your head from side to side, with eyes open or shut, can say a lot about the degree of no. Quick, short body movements show an emphatic message; an exaggeratedly slow motion with an exaggerated facial expression conveys a similar message. In a word, the speed of the sign displays various tones. Check out the illustrations of these signs to see what we mean:

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01018.eps]

							
								
								DON’T KNOW

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01019.eps]

							
								
								SICK: Both hands move in a small circular motion.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-fg01020.eps]

							
								
								NO: When you sign the word, close your eyes if you want to make it more emphatic.

							
						

					
				

				Telling with your face

				In Sign, you use your face to show emotion and add expression. Facial expressions tell you how the signer feels about the information he’s signing. Your facial expression is just as important as your hand movements. Without the correct facial expression, the person watching you sign will either get the wrong message or need clarification to make sure that he understands your message correctly.

				Don’t be alarmed if you aren’t understood, even if a Deaf person asks for clarification a couple of times for the same sentence. This means the person genuinely wants to understand what you mean, and it also affords you the opportunity to learn to express your thoughts by Deaf standards. This is an invaluable way of learning; don’t shy away from this experience.

				Sign expressions as if you actually “feel” that way. For example, you sign the word sad while you slump your shoulders down and make a sad facial expression. You sign happy just the opposite — keep your shoulders up and wear a smile. (Check out Chapter 3 for illustrations of these signs.)

				[image: remember.eps]	Be sure that you maintain eye contact when you’re signing, and, again, watch your conversational partner’s face, not his hands. Your peripheral vision allows you to still see the hands, so don’t worry about missing any signs.

				Signin’ the Sign

				

				Belinda and Terry are getting ready for the holidays. Belinda wants to start shopping for Christmas presents.

				Terry:Do you want a ride to the mall?

				Sign:M-A-L-L — RIDE — WANT YOU Q

						[image: 9781118117583-fg01021.eps]

				Belinda:Yes, I want to start buying Christmas gifts soon.

				Sign:YES — SOON — CHRISTMAS GIFTS — START BUYING —  WANT ME

						[image: 9781118117583-fg01022.eps]

				

				[image: FG]

				Using the manual alphabet, practice fingerspelling your own name. Then fingerspell ten three-letter words of your choice. Refer to the manual alphabet, if needed, to double-check yourself.

				

			

			
		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Warming Up with Signing Grammar Basics

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Signing various parts of speech

				[image: arrow] Indicating tenses in your signing

				[image: arrow] Putting together some simple sentences

				[image: arrow] Expressing exclamations

				[image: arrow] Getting more complicated with conditional sentences

				[image: arrow] Using personification and facial grammar

				In this chapter, we talk about the building blocks that you need to communicate in any language — nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs — and we tell you how to put them together to form simple sentences. We also tell you how to get your body involved to express verb tenses.

				Explaining the Parts of Speech

				Both English and American Sign Language have subjects and verbs, as well as adjectives and adverbs that describe the subjects and verbs. Also, English and Sign both allow you to converse about the present, past, and future, so whatever English can do, Sign can do — visually. However, unlike English, ASL doesn’t use prepositions as a separate part of speech. As a general rule, most prepositions in Sign, with a few exceptions, act as verbs.

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	The English language articles — a, an, and the — aren’t used in Sign. Likewise, helping verbs, such as am, is, and are, aren’t used in Sign, either. ASL is anactive language, which means that helping verbs and being verbs aren’t necessary.

				Distinguishing between noun/verb pairs

				Some nouns and verbs in Sign share the same handshapes. You distinguish the part of speech by signing the motion once if it’s a verb and twice if it’s a noun. Like any language, there are exceptions to the rule.

				[image: remember.eps]	Though most nouns don’t have a verb that looks the same, all but a few nouns need the double motion. Most of the noun illustrations in this book are represented by double arrows. We indicate which nouns don’t follow the double-motion rule.

				Table 2-1 shows a few noun and verb pairs.

				[image: /tb0201]

				
				The following examples compare the noun/verb differences.

				English: Please sit in this chair.

				Sign: THIS CHAIR (point) — PLEASE — SIT

						[image: 9781118117583-un02007.eps]

				English: I like to fly small planes.

				Sign: SMALL PLANES — FLY — LIKE ME

						[image: 9781118117583-un02008.eps]

				Modifying with adjectives and adverbs

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	In English, a modifier can come before or after the word it modifies, depending on the sentence. However, in Sign, you typically place the adjective or adverb— the modifier — after the word it modifies. But sometimes in Sign, you may find yourself expressing the modifier at the same time you sign the word it modifies, just by using your face.

				Your facial expressions can describe things and actions in ASL. For instance, if something is small or big, you can show its size without actually signing small or big. You can describe a small piece of thread by pursing your lips, blowing out a little air, and closing your eyes halfway. If something is very thick, puff out your cheeks. You can convey that it’s raining hard or that a car is moving fast by moving your eyebrows or shaping your mouth a certain way. (Turn to Chapter 1 for more on using expressions and body language.)

				The following examples show adjectives and adverbs placed with nouns and verbs. We also provide tips on how to use facial expressions to really get your point across when describing things in Sign.

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02009.eps]

							
								
								PRETTY GIRL: Raise your eyebrows, form your mouth into an “o” shape (like saying ooh), sign “pretty” and then “girl.”

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02010.eps]

							
								
								BAD MOVIE: Sign the word “movie” and then turn your mouth down in a frown and scrunch your eyebrows together while signing the word “bad.”

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02011.eps]

							
								
								GOOD DOG: Sign the word “dog” first, then slightly smile and raise your eyebrows as you sign the word “good.” 

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02012.eps]

							
								
								TALK LOUDLY or LOUDLY TALK

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02013.eps]

							
								
								RUN VERY FAST: Sign the word “run” while scrunching your eyebrows together and clenching your jaw tight with your mouth slightly open.

							
						

					
				

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	Some adverbs used in English, such as the words very and really, are also used in ASL. Others must be incorporated into the verb by using facial expressions.

				Talking Tenses

				To communicate tenses in Sign, you need your hands and your body. Showing tense in ASL is partly a matter of where you sign in relation to your body.

				Think of your body as being in the present tense, which is a fairly safe assumption, we hope.

				To place everything you sign into past tense, you sign finish at chest level or higher, depending on the level of intensity, at either the beginning or end of the sentence (most signers do it at the beginning for clarity), while saying the word fish, a shortened version of finish. This sign signals that everything has already happened.

				You can also use the finish sign when making an exclamation. (For more on this sign’s uses, see the section “Exclaiming in Simple Sentences” later in this chapter.)

						[image: 9781118117583-un02014.eps]

				Signing in future tense works pretty much the same way as signing in past tense. You indicate future tense by signing and saying will at the end of a sentence. The farther you sign the word will from the front of your body, the farther into the future you go. Here’s an example:

				English: He will go later.

				Sign: HE GO — WILL

						[image: 9781118117583-un02015.eps]

				You can also sign will to show affirmation. For example:

				English: Mike is walking over to my house.

				Sign: MY HOUSE — M-I-K-E — WALKING — WILL

						[image: 9781118117583-un02016.eps]

				You can easily sign an event that’s going to happen in the future. A simple rule to follow: Mention what’s planned or intended and then sign will.

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	Here’s a time-sensitive concept that doesn’t quite fit into past, present, or future tense. To show that you’re not yet finished with or you haven’t even started a task, sign the unaccomplished deed and then sign not yet while shaking your head slightly from side to side, as if saying no, at the end of the sentence. You don’t pronounce not yet, though; you simply sign it. The following sentence gives you an idea of how you can use this expression:

				English: I haven’t eaten.

				Sign: ME EAT — NOT YET

						[image: 9781118117583-un02017.eps]

				Structuring Sentences

				Putting a sentence together in English is pretty basic. You usually put it in subject-verb-direct object order, perhaps throwing in an indirect object between the verb and the direct object. In ASL, however, you can choose to assemble your sentence in different orders, depending on the dialogue.

				[image: remember.eps]	You can sign simple sentences in a natural English order. However, most of the time, you can get your point across in a variety of ways.

				[image: grammaticallyspeaking.eps]	Although Sign is an official language, it isn’t a written one. Some people have attempted to make an artificial Sign system for writing purposes, but few people know it because its use is so limited. Because ASL isn’t meant to be a written language, it has no punctuation. To write about Sign, as in this book, you must translate it as closely as possible into a written language such as English.

				Subjecting yourself to nouns and  verbs in simple sentences

				Unlike English grammar rules, which dictate that the subject must go before the verb, Sign allows you to put the subject before or after the verb when dealing with simple sentences; it doesn’t matter which word comes first. The same goes for exclamations; you can place them at the beginning or the end of a simple sentence (see the section “Exclaiming in Simple Sentences” later in this chapter). The following examples illustrate how simple sentences work.

				English: He ran.

				Sign: HE RAN Sign: RAN HIM

				English: She fell.

				Sign: SHE FELL  Sign: FELL HER

				Placing subjects and objects

				To incorporate direct and indirect objects into your signing, first start with a basic subject-verb sentence. You can sign it in subject-verb or verb-subject order. Here are some examples:

				English: He sells.

				Sign: HE SELLS

						[image: 9781118117583-un02018.eps]

				English: I eat.

				Sign: ME EAT

						[image: 9781118117583-un02019.eps]

				English: She drives.

				Sign: SHE DRIVES

						[image: 9781118117583-un02020.eps]

				Although these short sentences get the point across, the world would be pretty boring if that’s how people communicated all the time. So add a direct object to each of these sentences to make them a little more interesting.

				In case you haven’t had a grammar class in a few years, a direct object is a word that goes after the verb and answers the question what? or whom? However, in ASL, the direct object can go either before the subject or after the verb.

				English: He sells food.

				Sign: HE SELLS FOOD

						[image: 9781118117583-un02021.eps]

				Sign: FOOD HE SELLS

						[image: 9781118117583-un02022.eps]

				English: I eat pizza.

				Sign: ME EAT PIZZA

						[image: 9781118117583-un02023.eps]

				Sign: PIZZA ME EAT

						[image: 9781118117583-un02024.eps]

				English: She drives a car.

				Sign: SHE DRIVES CAR

						[image: 9781118117583-un02025.eps]

				Sign: CAR SHE DRIVES

						[image: 9781118117583-un02026.eps]

				[image: tip.eps]	If you have a sentence that may be misunderstood if you change the word order, leave it in the natural English order. For example, if you want to say Joe loves Sue, you need to sign JOE LOVES SUE. Changing it around to SUE LOVES JOE doesn’t convey the same meaning. (Having said that, we really hope that Sue does love Joe in return.)

				Okay. So you’re signing sentences with direct objects. Now, try to take your signing skills one step further by signing indirect objects. (Another quick grammar reminder: Indirect objects are words that come between the verb and direct object; they indicate who or what receives the direct object.) You place the indirect object right after the subject and then show the action. These sentences show you the correct order:

				English: The girl throws the dog a bone.

				Sign: DOG BONE — GIRL — THROW

						[image: 9781118117583-un02027.eps]

				English: I gave the teacher an apple.

				Sign: ME TEACHER — APPLE GAVE

						[image: 9781118117583-un02028.eps]

				[image: culturalwisdom.eps]	Signing sentences in an understandable order may be a bit tricky at first. If the person you’re signing to is leaning forward, has an inquisitive look, or seems distracted, he or she probably doesn’t understand you. You may want to try signing the thought in a different way.

				Signin’ the Sign

				

				
				[image: playthis_small.eps]	Linda and Buddy are at work. The restaurant will be opening in one hour, and they’re taking a quick breather before it opens.

				Linda:The chairs look nice.

				Sign:CHAIRS — LOOK NICE

							[image: 9781118117583-un02029.eps]

				Buddy:That pizza smells good.

				Sign:PIZZA — SMELLS GOOD

							[image: 9781118117583-un02030.eps]

				Linda:We’re finished. I’m going to eat now.

				Sign:WE FINISH — NOW — ME EAT

							[image: 9781118117583-un02031.eps]

				Buddy:Sit. I’ll bring you some pizza.

				Sign:SIT — PIZZA — BRING YOU — WILL

							[image: 9781118117583-un02032.eps]

				Linda:Throw me an apple, too.

				Sign:APPLE — THROW ME — TOO

							[image: 9781118117583-un02033.eps]

				

				Exclaiming in Simple Sentences

				Exclamations in all languages tell the listener how you feel about a subject. Sign is no different. Exclamation is used a lot in Sign; both signer and receiver use it. As in English, you can also use exclamation to show how strong you feel or don’t feel about something. Other signers who are watching can sign what they feel about what you’ve signed, too. You can sign exclamations at the beginning or end of the sentence. Most, but not all, exclamations in Sign have English equivalents. Following is a list of some of the more popular Sign exclamations. Ask your Deaf friends to sign these expressions to get a clear picture because the face will tell a thousand words.

				
					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02034.eps]

							
								
								OH/I SEE

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02035.eps]

							
								
								WHAT: This exclamation is fingerspelled simply as W-T; it’s only used as a one-word exclamation (as “What?!”).

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02036.eps]

							
								
								COME ON

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02037.eps]

							
								
								FINISH: Although finish is used at the beginning of a sentence to show past tense (see the section “Talking Tenses” earlier in this chapter), it’s also used as humor in Sign to indicate “enough already” and as a reprimand meaning “stop that.” You sign the word, using just one hand, and you pronounce the word “fish,” which is a shortened version of the sign for “finish,” as stated earlier. You can tell by the context of the conversation which way it’s being used.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02038.eps]

							
								
								OH MY GOSH

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02039.eps]

							
								
								WOW

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02040.eps]

							
								
								OOH: (Also known as “flick”): Start with your hand in the “8” handshape, then change it to a “5” sign handshape using a quick flicking motion with your middle finger.

							
						

					
						
								
								[image: 9781118117583-un02041.eps]

							
								
								COOL

							
						

					
				

				Signin’ the Sign

				

				[image: playthis_small.eps]	Adan and Aurora will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. Adan wants to stay home and celebrate, while Aurora wants to go out. See how their conversation unfolds.

				Aurora:Wow! Our 50th anniversary!

				Sign:ANNIVERSARY — 50 YEARS — US — WOW

							[image: 9781118117583-un02042.eps]

				Adan:Ooh, that’s a long time!

				Sign:(flick!) — LONG TIME — SO FAR

							[image: 9781118117583-un02043.eps]

				Aurora:Where do you want to celebrate?

				Sign:CELEBRATION — WHERE GO — Q

							[image: 9781118117583-un02044.eps]

				Adan:The living room.

				Sign:(point) — LIVING ROOM

							[image: 9781118117583-un02045.eps]

				Aurora:Oh, I see. Why?

				Sign:OH I SEE WHY — Q

						[image: 9781118117583-un02046.eps]

				Adan:It’s inexpensive.

				Sign:CHEAP

							[image: 9781118117583-un02047.eps]

				Aurora:You stop that!

				Sign:FINISH

							[image: 9781118117583-un02048.eps]

				

				Signing Conditional Sentences

				A conditional sentence occurs when a circumstance is added to a sentence. A circumstance is a phrase that usually starts with a conditional word, such as “if” or “suppose.” 

				[image: tip.eps]	Sign the conditional word while raising your eyebrows, but then follow with the rest of the conditional phrase and sentence with your eyebrows back down in their normal position.

				Consider this example:

				English: If you order beer, I’ll order wine.

				Sign: IF BEER ORDER YOU — WINE ORDER ME

						[image: 9781118117583-un02065.eps]

				Personification: The Secret of Agents

				In ASL, turning a verb into a person is called personification. You do it with two simple motions: Sign the verb and then glide the heels of your hands down the sides of your body with your fingers extended outward. The result of this is an agent. Look at this list to see what we mean.

				WRITE + AGENT = WRITER

						[image: 9781118117583-un02049.eps]

				FLY + AGENT = PILOT

						[image: 9781118117583-un02050.eps]

				SUPERVISE + AGENT = SUPERVISOR

						[image: 9781118117583-un02051.eps]

				COOK + AGENT = CHEF

						[image: 9781118117583-un02052.eps]

				LAW + AGENT = LAWYER

						[image: 9781118117583-un02053.eps]

				MANAGE + AGENT = MANAGER

						[image: 9781118117583-un02054.eps]

				Providing Clarity with Facial Grammar

				Facial grammar in ASL is information added to an ASL discourse that conveys the signer’s degree of emotion, information that can be descriptive to a noun, or information that can be descriptive to the motion of the verb.

				Imagine having a spoken conversation with no tonality. Things would get confusing very quickly. In ASL, facial and body expressions are equal to tonality in spoken English. They allow the addressee to understand the severity and emotion of the conversation. They offer extra information that words alone can’t provide.

				You’ve been using facial expressions all your life — thousands of expressions. So with Sign, all you need to do is add a subject and verb with that certain expression that only you can do, and you’ve arrived. Make sure you keep in mind that a little exaggeration of the facial expression is needed, for an obvious reason: ASL has no vocal tone. Exaggeration will come with ease; everybody is guilty of a little exaggeration now and then, so put it to good use.

				In the eyes of the addressee, your facial expressions show how you feel about the topic, which gives the addressee a head start regarding what to expect as you begin to sign. People indicate their feelings all the time in English with their tone; you can do the same in signing with your expressions and how much you exaggerate them. If you watch the facial expressions of Deaf people as they sign, you will see that the exaggerated facial expression is harnessed to complement the thought.

				Here’s a sentence to help you practice using facial expressions and attitude to show your feelings:

				English: The weather is awful!

				Sign: WEATHER — AWFUL

						[image: 9781118117583-un02063.eps]

				If you thought that weather is the subject, you’re right. And what about the weather? It’s awful. Sign weather with your eyebrows raised. As for the facial expression for awful, it’s as natural as crunching your eyebrows close together. Also, when you sign awful, flick your middle finger and your thumb by your temple and throw in a sneer.

				Here’s another sentence that shows how to explain how you feel by using your facial expression:

				English: The wedding was beautiful.

				Sign: WEDDING — BEAUTIFUL — FINISH

						[image: 9781118117583-un02064.eps]

				Note: The sign finish shows it has already taken place.

				[image: FG]

				Using the following pictures, recall what each sign means and then fill in the blanks. If you need help, the answers are in Appendix A.

				a.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02055.eps]

				b. 

				  [image: 9781118117583-un02056.eps]

				c.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02057.eps]

				d.

				[image: 9781118117583-un02058.eps]

				

				e.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02059.eps]

				f.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02060.eps]

				g.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02061.eps]

				h.

				 [image: 9781118117583-un02062.eps]

				
				

				

				1. My picture won _____ place.

				2. _____ that’s interesting!

				3. Our plane leaves at _____.

				4. I _____ pizza at the mall.

				5. We live on a _____ farm, with hundreds of acres of crops.

				6. The _____ is broken, so I’m afraid to _____ on it.

				7. I don’t like to _____ in small _____; being inside clouds scares me.

				8. _____?! That doesn’t make any sense.

				

			

			
		

	


End of sample
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Table 13-8 Larger Body Parts
English Sign English Sign
ARM BUTTOCKS

CHEST

HAND
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Table 1

Remedies

English Sign English Sign

BED REST/ CAST
REST

CRUTCHES PRESCRIPTION

WHEELCHAIR

4
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Table 8

Lunch Items

English Sign English
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Table 9-4 Cool Clothing
English Sign English Sign

BELT DRESS
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Table 7- Urban Landmarks
English Sign English Sign
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Table 5-4 Holiday Signs
English Sign English Sign
CHRISTMAS EASTER

&

VALENTINE'S

THANKSGIVING

FATHERS DAY 7
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Table 9-8 Payment Options

English Sign English Sign

ATM/DEBIT CASH

- ROf Ree

CHARGE CHECK @
L

iﬁﬁ\
CREDIT

CARD
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Table 8-8 Common Beverages
English Sign English Sign

BEER =~ COFFEE
(N /@\
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Table 6-1 Family Members
English Sign English Sign

FATHER MOTHER
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Table 10-5

Table10-5  Museumsand MusoumDisplays

“Eaglish _____ Sign | Emglish ______ Sgn
ART DISPLAY/
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l ! l
PHOTOGRAPHY SCULPTURE

~

TIME/ERA
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Table 3-1

Signs for Various Cities and States

English Sign English Sign
ARIZONA ATLANTA /@\
CALIFORNIA BOSTON
Irﬂ\
‘ I
7N a

N

W
COLORADO DENVER
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Table 12-1
English Sign

Competitive Team Sports

English Sign

BASEBALL i f

BASKETBALL % %

W

2R

HOCKEY /@\

p

SOCCER

WRESTLING /@\

(¢

TENNIS

FOOTBALL /@\
e /a
/TN
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Table 2-

Nouns and Verbs with Shared Handshapes

English Noun Sign English Verb Sign
CHAIR % SIT
PLANE LY

CAR

DRIVE
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Table 9-1 Fabrics
English Sign English Sign
COTTON FABRIC

LEATHER
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Table 1

Movie and TV Terms

English English Sign
ACTING/ CLOSED-

DRAMA/ CAPTIONED

STAR Fg« F\X
MATINEE MOVIE § i
S0LD 0UT TICKET






OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un08090_fmt.png
@@
e





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un10052_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un04051_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-fg12078_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-tb1102c.png
PHONE LAPTOP

#2

<7

STAPLER —






OEBPS/images/9781118117583-fg03020_fmt.png
e
PEN





OEBPS/images/maccmd.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un10051_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-fg12037_fmt.png






OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un07062_fmt.png
(%4






OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un06034_fmt.png
G s





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un09034_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-fg01007a_fmt.png
ek
Wil m e





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-fg12068_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un07021_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un10049_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un04021_fmt.png
v





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-tb1206.png
Celestial Signs

Table 12-6
English

@

STAR
CRESCENT
MOON

i@
4
Jie N

FULLMOON
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Table 9-10 Super Words
English
600D

English Sign

ToP
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Table 8-5

Dinner Terms

English Sign English
BREAD /@\ CHICKEN
FISH /v\ FULL

HAM POTATO
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The 5th Wave By Rich Tennant
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Table 8-7 Ethnic Foods

English Sign English Sign
LASAGNA /v\ SUSHI
=
TORTILLA

TACO }@

45

TOSTADA /@\
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Table 13-9

Emergency Room Talk

English Sign English Sign
ADMIT/ AMBULANCE
ENTER
EMERGENCY HEMORRHAGE/
BLEED

HOSPITAL

DISCHARGE
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Table 7-1

Compass Points

English Sign English Sign
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LEFT RIGHT
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Table 9-2 Winter Clothing
English Sign English Sign

BOOTS COAT

R

e

SCARF
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Table 8-2 Mealtime

English Sign

BREAKFAST

LUNCH
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Table 10-6 Social Station Signs

English Sign English
MARRIED SINGLE
DIVORCED BACHELOR/

BACHELORETTE
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Table 4-2 Time Signs

English Sign English Sign
ONE 0'CLOCK TWO 0°CLOCK

FOURHOURS FOUR HOURS

(variation)

TWO MINUTES

TEN MINUTES
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Table 6-

Signs about Where You Live

English Sign English Sign
DOWNTOWN COUNTRY
)
TOWN

g /v\

STREET

s
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Table 13-6 Parts of Your Head

English English
EAR EYE
HEAD JAW
MOUTH NOSE
THROAT p TEETH
ﬁ
NN
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Table 7-3 Natural Landmarks
English Sign English Sign

FIELD HILL
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7/
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Table 8-9 Types of Stores
English Sign English
BAKERY BUTCHER
(BREAD (MEAT
STORE)

STORE)
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Table 12-7 Weather Wise
English Sign English
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Table 12-5 Hobbies
English Sign English Sign
COLLECTING BROWSING
THEINTER@
{ﬁ
g
/
KNITTING /@\ READING






OEBPS/images/9781118117583-un06043_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/9781118117583-tb1307.png
Table 13-7
English

ANKLE

HIP

KNEE

KNUCKLE

NECK

WRIST
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Table 9- Common Colors

English Sign English Sign

BLUE
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Table 8-6 Words for Dining Out
English Sign English Sign
RESERVATION
/Z
RESTAURANT SERVER/
WAITER/
WAITRESS
~ ! /m
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Table 10-4
English Sign English Sign

INTERMISSION

THEATER STAGE
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Table 8-10 Sale Ad Words
English Sign English Sign
SAVE SPEND/
 / BUY
i
SELL

BARGAIN/
CHEAP /Q\
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Table 8-

Breakfast Foods

English Sign

English

BACON /@\
TR

CEREAL

EGGS

SAUSAGE (>~

SRR

TOAST
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Table 9-5

- Spring Apparel and Accessories

English Slgn English Sign
BLOUSE PURSE
SKIRT

UMBRELLA

WALLET

S
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Table 4-1 Cardinal Numbers

English Sign English Sign
ONE {1\\) wo %
THREE FOUR W
FIVE W SIX g}
SEVEN X% EIGHT W
NINE A TEN

| 7

i 7
14
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Table 11-3

Business Terms

English Sign English Sign
BUSINESS. CLOSED

DOWN (as

in computer

screen) %
DISCUSS MEETING/

CONFERENCE

G

PROMOTION TRADING

(stocks)

WORK
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Table 6-5 Demonstrative Pronouns

Pronoun Plural
THIS THESE

THAT THOSE
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Table 6-3 Job Signs
English Sign English Sign

BOSS 3 A COOK @
=5
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Table 12-2 Competitive Terms
English Sign English Sign
MATCH/GAME CHAMPION/

CHAMPIONSHIP
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Table 12-3 Individual Sports
English Sign English Sign

CYCLING GOLF

% \
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Table 6-

Pronoun Sign Possessive Sign

Personal and Possessive Pronouns

1, ME MY, MINE

SHE & HERS

-
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Table 13-4
English Sign

Ailments

English

BREATHING BRUISE

PROBLEM

(ASTHMA) 47@

CoUGH BROKEN
BONE

INFECTION g?@
3

PAINHURT

SIcK/
DISEASE

SORE
THROAT
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Table 13-1

Medical Personnel

English Sign English Sign
CHIROPRACTOR DENTIST ("\,\

528
=

DOCTOR

SPECIALIST
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