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				Introduction

				One day, I was sitting in my college rooms at Oxford when my dad arrived to visit. Dad was one of the British staff at the American Embassy in London, and he had said that a couple of American girls who were over from the States had asked if they could come too, because they had never seen Oxford. Would I mind? Sounded good: Were there any more who wanted to come? As they came through the door, one of the girls gasped and said, with a sort of breathless awe, ‘Gee, I can’t believe I’m in one of these old buildings!’ Quite without thinking I said ‘Oh, they’re not that old. They’re only seventeenth century.’ You should have seen their faces.

				But I was right. Just round the block from where I was sitting were other students sitting in rooms nearly four hundred years older than the ones I was in. (We reckoned our college food was even older than that.) And those rooms are still ‘only thirteenth century’. The Crown Jewels are in a tower that was built by William the Conqueror almost a thousand years ago. The amazing thing is not just that these buildings are old but that they’re still in use. You can go to church in Britain in the same buildings where Saxons worshipped, and you can drive along motorways that follow lines laid down by the Romans. Complaining that the British somehow live in the Past is silly: The Past lives in the British.

				About This Book

				If your idea of a history book is the sort of thing they gave you at school, forget it. Those books are written by people who want to get you through exams and give you tests and generally show off just how much they know and how clever they are at saying it. Believe me, I’ve written them. This book is different. Okay, it tells you the whole story, but I’ve tried to do so without making it seem like one whole slog. This is a great story: Don’t miss it.

				One important thing to note: This book is called British History For Dummies. A lot of people think ‘British’ means ‘English’. And plenty of ‘British’ history textbooks only mention the Welsh and the Irish and the Scots when, in one way or other, they are giving the English grief. Or, more likely, the English are giving grief to them. In this book I’ve tried to redress the balance a bit. In here, you’ll meet people like King Malcolm Canmore, James IV, Brian Boru, Prince Llewellyn, and a few others who deserve a bit more than a passing reference.

				Can I promise that this book is objective and fair? Well, I present my view of British history. That view is never going to be the same as someone else’s – therein lies the beauty of history. In fact, no such thing as an entirely ‘objective’ history book exists. Every time I choose to put something in and leave something out because there isn’t space, I’m making a judgement. Every word I use to describe the events is a judgement. Americans speak of the American Revolution; for many years the British spoke of it as the American War of Independence. Do you call what happened at Wounded Knee in 1890 a ‘battle’, which it was in the history books for a long time, or a ‘massacre’? Do I call what happened in the Highlands of Scotland after Culloden ‘ethnic cleansing’, as some people have? These judgements aren’t just about literary style: They’re judgements about the history, and not everyone will agree with them. If you think I’ve got it wrong, you are very welcome to write to me via my publisher, who will pass your letter on to an entirely fictitious address.

				Not everyone in Britain feels happy being called British. Some prefer to put down ‘Scottish’ or ‘Welsh’ when they have to fill in a form, and many people in England routinely say ‘England’ or ‘English’ when they mean ‘Britain’ and ‘British’. For me, I’m happy with ‘British’. I have a name that shows that my ancestry is a mixture of English, Irish, and Scots. No Welsh, but then you can’t have everything. So this book is very much the story of my people, of where we came from, and how we ended up the way we are today.

				Conventions Used in This Book

				As you move through this book, you’ll notice that a few words are italicised. These are key terms or important events from British history, and I give an explanation of what they mean, or what they led to.

				Sidebars (text enclosed in a shaded grey box) consist of information that’s interesting to know but not necessarily critical to your understanding of British history. You can skip sidebars if you like @nd I won’t tell anyone.

				Finally, when I mention dates, you’ll need to know your BC and AD from your BCE and CE. In western historical tradition, the convention is to start with the birth of Jesus Christ (though actually they calculated it wrong by about four years!) so that anything that happened from then on was dated AD – Anno Domini (‘Year of Our Lord’ in Latin), and earlier dates were labelled BC – Before Christ. These terms are fine if you’re happy using a Christian dating system, but not everyone is. Rather than come up with a different starting point (which would mean changing every date in every book) some people prefer to use CE – Common Era – instead of AD and BCE – Before the Common Era – instead of BC. In the end what term you use is a matter of taste: The actual dates aren’t affected. I’ve stuck with BC and AD because I’m used to them and they tally with the dates you’ll find in most books, but if you prefer to use CE and BCE, you go right on and do it.

				Foolish Assumptions

				I may be wrong, but I’ve made a few assumptions in writing this book. Assumptions about you. I’m assuming that you probably:

				Did a bit of British history at school, but found it all got very confusing or else you quite liked it, but your memory’s a bit hazy about who did what 

				Did some English history but only touched on Wales or Scotland or Ireland when they were having trouble with the English

				Enjoy a good story and want to know more

				How This Book Is Organised

				I’ve organised this book so that you can read if from beginning to end or by jumping from topic to topic. To help you find the information you want, I’ve divided the material into parts. Each part represents a particular period in Britain’s history and contains chapters with information about that era. The following sections describe the type of information you can find in each of this book’s parts.

				Part I: The British are Coming!

				No, this part isn’t about Paul Revere. Part I is about Britain’s early days – the really early days. You can find information on life in Stone Age and Iron Age Britain – or as good a guess as archaeologists can come up with from the evidence these early people left behind, This part also introduces you to the mysterious Celts and takes a look at their religion (the weird and wacky ways of the Druids), their monuments, and the opinions that others (like the Romans) had of them. Basically, this part gives you a better picture of this dim and distant and rather mysterious, but also rather wonderful, world.

				Part II: Everyone Else is Coming! The Invaders

				Suddenly everyone wants to conquer Britain. Romans, Saxons, Angles, (maybe Jutes), Vikings, Normans. What was the attraction? It can’t have been the weather, and I don’t believe it was the food. The Romans made Britain part of their great Empire, and then left them at the mercy of Picts, who invaded from the north, and the Angles and Saxons, who came from over the sea. Then came the Vikings, who plundered and raided, and eventually settled down in Ireland, in England, and in the Scottish islands. Finally, Britain began to form into the units we recognise today – Wales, Scotland, and England. And then, just when you thought it was safe, a new breed of Vikings – the Normans (these guys were of Norse descent, they weren’t French) – conquer Anglo-Saxon England. And not just England reels.

				Part III: Who’s in Charge Around Here? The Middle Ages

				Knights in armour, fair maidens, and all that. Welcome to the Middle Ages, a time period when England finds herself in a great power game fought across Europe and in the Holy Land. We begin with one big, unhappy family who just happened to be ruling an empire that included England: The Plantagenets, who were on the English throne for some time and who took over a few other thrones. Ireland for one, and then, when Edward I stormed through Wales, the Welsh throne, too. Edward came pretty close to getting the Scottish throne as well. In fact, the Plantagenets did take the Scottish throne – they took it all the way down to London. In this part, you meet some colourful characters like Thomas à Becket, who was murdered in his own Cathedral; Wat Tyler, the leader of the Peasants’ Revolt who was killed before the king’s eyes; William Wallace, a freedom fighter (yes, the film Braveheart is set during this time); and the ordinary people who lived and prayed and died far away from the world of knights and kings, and whose lives we glimpse in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.

				Part IV: Rights or Royals? The Tudors and Stuarts

				In this part, you find out about the Tudors in England (and Wales and Ireland) and the Stuarts in Scotland, two families who had such power yet were let down by that oldest of problems: Getting an heir. Here you meet Henry VIII, who was to become history’s most famous serial husband; Queen Elizabeth, who became history’s second most famous virgin; Mary, Queen of Scots, who was driven from her kingdom by religious zealots and scandal; and others, like Oliver Cromwell, who shaped the political and religious landscape of the time. This part also examines religion, as Catholics burned Protestants, Protestants tortured Catholics, and the Reformation raged through England and Scotland. It also explains how the power struggles between Parliament and Charles I pushed the country into a violent and bloody Civil War. Yet, despite the horrors of civil war, revolution, fire, plague, and long wigs on men, this era was also the one that brought the Renaissance to Britain, and with it new ideas that changed the way people saw and understood their world.

				Part V: On the Up: The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries

				When the eighteenth century opened, no one would have believed that the British were on their way to creating the most powerful nation the world had ever known. No one planned this nation, no one even particularly wanted it, but its formation happened nonetheless. The British created their own country, a strange hybrid affair with a long and clumsy name – the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland – by passing Acts of Parliament, crushing the life out of the Highlands of Scotland, and fighting the French all over the globe. Even seeming set-backs (like when the British-over-the-sea in America decided that enough was enough and declared their independence) only made the country stronger. Not all the momentous changes during this period took place on the world stage, however. Several remarkable people were busy solving practical problems – like how to spin thread more efficiently and where to build a canal – and, in the process, changed not just Britain but the world for ever. By the time the Victorian age began, Britain had become the world’s first industrial superpower, with a global empire to match.

				Part VI: Don’t Look Down: The Twentieth Century

				Boy, were the British in for a shock. All that confidence in themselves, all that self-belief – it all fell apart in the trenches, literally. This part is where you can find out about Britain in the twentieth century, already troubled as it went into the First World War, deeply scarred and shell-shocked at the end of it. But the events of the Great War weren’t the only ones that left Britain reeling. Back at home, Ireland rose in rebellion, the country succumbed to the global Depression, and another world conflict loomed on the horizon and then arrived before Britain was in a position to handle it. But fight Britain did, standing alone against the might of Hitler’s Germany. Yet even as the RAF won the Battle of Britain, the sun was finally setting over Britain’s mighty Empire. This part ends by bringing the story up to date, as Britain searches for a new role – in the Commonwealth? In Europe? Or shoulder to shoulder with the USA?

				Part VII: The Part of Tens

				Want to impress strangers with the depth of your knowledge and insight? Read this part. If someone talks about turning points in world affairs, you can say, ‘I know all about them’ – and then offer one (or more) of the ten turning points that helped shape Britain (you can find them in Chapter 23). Then you can go on to ten major British contributions to world civilisation, or ten documents that helped shape Britain as much as, if not more so, than any of the battles that had been fought. In this part, you can find lists like these and more. And, for those times when you want to experience British history rather than merely read about it, I’ve listed a few (okay, ten) places you may want to see for yourself.

				Icons Used in This Book

				History isn’t just about telling stories: It’s about thinking. How do we know these things happened? What are we to make of them? To highlight some of these points, you’ll see some icons that indicate something special about the text next to them.

				[image: diditreallyhappen.eps] British history is full of good stories. Unfortunately, not all of them are true! This icon means I’ll be checking.

				[image: frompasttopresent.eps] The Present is a gift from the Past. Where you see this icon, you’ll see examples of how events even long ago in history have helped shape life in Britain to this day.

				[image: ontheonehand.eps] History is always being rewritten, because historians often disagree about what to think about events in the past. Where you see this icon, you’ll see some very different interpretations!

				[image: remember.eps] There are some points you need to remember in order to make sense of what’s coming. This icon tells you the main ones.

				[image: technicalstuff.eps] Odd facts, small details. You can skip these bits if you like, or else learn them by heart and amaze your friends.


				‘Begin at the beginning,’ says the King of Hearts in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, ‘and go on till you come to the end: Then stop.’ You don’t have to follow that advice in this book. If you want to know about the Tudors, head straight for Chapter 11, or if you want to know about the Georges, read Chapter 15 and don’t you worry about Chapters 13 or 14 along the way. But, of course, history connects in all sorts of ways, and you may find that information in one chapter links up with something in another chapter. If you want to read that other chapter you can, and if you don’t want to, you don’t have to. Did they give you this much choice at school?

				If you’re still not sure where to plunge in, have a read of Chapter 1. This chapter’s a sort of survey of the whole scene, to give you a good sense of what you’re letting yourself in for. And I bet you didn’t get that at school.

			

		

	
		
			
				Part I

				The British are Coming!

			
				[image: 035366 pp0101.eps]
			

				In this part . . .

				Britain is an ancient land, with a lot of history. It was formed thousands of years ago by the continental shifts of the Ice Age; the first people to come to Britain and to Ireland came on foot, before the ice melted and the seas came. In time they learned the arts of metal, first tin and copper, then bronze, and finally iron, the ‘daddy’ of all metals in the ancient world. With these metals they made weapons for hunting and fighting, and they crafted tools, learning painfully but steadily how to adapt this land, with its hills, dales, mountains, and lakes, and to tame it.

				These people weren’t ‘English’ or ‘Irish’ or ‘Scots’ or ‘Welsh’ – that was all to come a lot later. But their descendants still live here, sometimes in the same places, and they laid the foundations of modern Britain and of Ireland. This part looks at who these people were, and at the culture they forged in the ages of stone and bronze and iron. This is the beginning.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				So Much History, So Little Time

				In This Chapter

				Listing the kingdoms that make up the United Kingdom

				Figuring out how the UK was formed

				Identifying the people who make up the UK

				British history is a history of a variety of people inhabiting a variety of regions. In fact, all this variety is one of the reasons why the country’s name is so ridiculously long: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This name’s a mouthful, for sure, but it reveals a great deal about the people – past and present – who have inhabited these islands.

				When you think of history lessons at school, what comes to mind – before your eyelids droop, that is? Probably endless lists of kings or Acts of Parliament and confusing tales of people named after places (‘Ah! Lancaster! Where’s Worcester?’) who spend their time swapping sides and cutting each other’s heads off. You may think of the stories of Drake playing bowls as the Spanish Armada sails up The Channel, or Robert the Bruce watching a spider spinning his web, or Churchill hurling defiance at Hitler. Good stories, yes, but is there a connection between these events and you? If you tend to think of history as merely a series of disconnected events, you miss the bigger picture: That history is about people.

				[image: remember.eps] British history is full of wonderful people (quite a few of whom were clearly stark raving mad, but that’s history for you) and exciting events – all of which helped make Britain the sort of place it is today. In examining what made Britain Britain, you’ll also discover that the British helped make the world. In that sense, whoever you are, British history is also probably part of your history. Enjoy.

				A Historical Tin of Beans – But Not Quite 57 Varieties

				British history is incredibly varied. That variety is partly because any country that can trace its history back to the mists of time is going to have a motley tale to tell, but it’s also because of the nature of the country itself. To get a glimpse of how the union was formed, head to the section ‘How the UK Was Born’. To find out who makes up the UK, see ‘You’re Not From Round ’Ere – But Then Again, Neither Am I’.

[image: technicalstuff.eps]

				Where the name came from

				The country’s full name is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Of course, no one actually calls the country by that name. You hear ‘United Kingdom’ in top international gatherings like the UN or the Eurovision Song Contest, and the only people who say ‘the UK’ are British people working abroad. Most English people say ‘England’ when they mean ‘Britain’, but they’re in good company: The Victorians used to do that all the time, too – even the Victorian Welsh and Scots and, yes, Irish. You may think Britain would be a safe term to use, but apart from the fact that using it is a good way to get yourself lynched in Glasgow or West Belfast, Britain’s not actually accurate.

				You see, Britain was the name the Romans gave to the whole island, which contains modern-day England, Wales, and Scotland. Ireland was Hibernia, so even Northern Ireland was never part of ‘Britain’. This old Roman distinction between Britain and Hibernia (or Ireland) is why the full name of the country is so cumbersome.

				For a long time after the Romans went the term Britain disappeared and was only used to refer to the time before the Saxons – like in Shakespeare’s King Lear, for example. Educated people knew Britain was an ancient term for the whole island, but no one actually used it, or if they did, they used it to mean Brittany! When King James VI of Scotland became King of England in 1603 (see Chapter 13) he tried to revive the term Britain, but no one really took him up on it.

				Then, a hundred years later, England and Scotland joined together in the Act of Union, and they had to think of a name for the new joint kingdom. Someone suggested ‘Great Britain’, which not only sounded good but was actually accurate – when England and Scotland united, they reformed the old Roman province of Britain, and the ‘Great’ helped to distinguish it from Brittany. When, a hundred years after that, another Act of Union brought Ireland into the fold, they didn’t just lump all three countries under the name Great Britain (because Ireland had never been part of Britain, great or small) so the name changed again to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. (To find out more about the Acts of Union, head to Chapter 15.)

				When the Romans left, the Britons were the Celtic peoples they left behind. When the Angles and Saxons came raiding and settling, they subsumed the Britons of ‘England’ into the new people who eventually got called the English. So the people with the best right to be called British nowadays are actually the very people in Wales and Scotland who object to the term most strongly!



				Before the Romans came, the whole island was one big patchwork of different tribes: No sense that some tribes were ‘Scottish’ and some ‘English’ existed. In fact, since the Scots were an Irish tribe and the English, if they existed at all, lived in Germany, no one would have understood what either term meant!

				England

				After the Romans, the Angles and Saxons set up a whole network of different kingdoms: Kent, East Anglia, Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, and some other less important ones. Not until the Vikings arrived did the English start to unite under a single king. It was this United Kingdom that William the Conqueror took over when he won the Battle of Hastings in 1066. He would hardly have bothered if he was only going to become King of Wessex.

				[image: remember.eps] After the Norman invasion, although it was easier to speak of ‘England’, it was much harder to talk about the English. The ordinary people were of Saxon blood, but the nobles were all French – Normans to start with and later from other parts of France. A whole sweep of famous Kings of England exists, including Richard the Lionheart, King John, the first three Edwards, and Richard II, who would never have called themselves English. Not really until Henry V and the Wars of the Roses can you talk of everyone from top to bottom being part of an English people.

				Scotland

				The Romans did have a sense of ‘Scotland’, or Caledonia as they called it, being a bit different, but that was just because they were never able to conquer it completely. There were Britons in Strathclyde and Picts in most of the rest of Caledonia, and then Scots came over from the north of Ireland and settled. It took a long time, but eventually these three groups all learned to get along with each other. It was a Scottish king, Kenneth MacAlpin, who finally managed to unite the groups, so the whole area came to be called after his people – ‘Scot-land’.


				The border regions

				Whole areas of southern Scotland and northern England were forever changing hands. For example:


				The English Lake District isn’t included in the Domesday Book (explained in Chapter 7) because it was part of Scotland at the time.

				For many years, southern Scotland was colonised by the Angles – the English.

				The border city of Berwick upon Tweed actually got a sort of separate status, neither English nor Scottish, so that peace treaties and things had to be made in the name of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the City of Berwick upon Tweed!

				For many years, more or less continual warfare raged all along the border. The fierce border family clans, like the Nixons or the dreaded Grahams, lived wildly, beyond anyone’s control. They raided and murdered each other and stole cattle, and when wars broke out between Scotland and England, they helped whichever side they liked, regardless of which side of the ‘border’ they actually lived on. The border clans were known as Reivers – the most terrifying raiders since the Vikings: They’ve given us the word bereaved and bereft to mean devastated, which is pretty appropriate.



				Wales

				‘For Wales’, it used to say in indexes, ‘see England’! Which is desperately unfair, but for many years that was how the English thought about Wales. The Welsh are descended pretty much directly from the Ancient Britons, and they have kept their separate identity and language. You still find Welsh being spoken in parts of North Wales today.

				Ireland

				Most people think of Irish history in terms of Ireland being invaded by the English, but if anything, it was the other way round in the beginning. Apart from one or two trading posts, the Romans left Ireland alone (except, that is, for a certain Roman Briton called Patrick, who did make something of an impact). After the Romans left Britain, the Irish started to come over as missionaries, not conquerors. They set up the great monasteries of Iona and Lindisfarne, and Irish monks and preachers like St Columba brought Christianity to Scotland and northern England. Some Irish did cross over to settle, and one of these tribes, the Scotti or Scots, gave their name to Scotland. Once the Normans settled in England, however, things changed.

				And all those little islands

				Islands play an important part in what is, after all, the story of an island people. Scottish missionaries worked from Iona and Lindisfarne, and Queen Victoria governed a worldwide empire from Osborne Palace on the Isle of Wight. The islands are a reminder of the cultural and ethnic variety that makes up the British peoples.

				The Shetland Islands and the Isle of Man

				The most northerly parts of Britain are the Shetland Islands. You may think of these islands as Scottish, but you’d be badly wrong. The Shetlanders are of pure Viking stock and proud of it. You can touch the Viking heritage in the Manx people of the Isle of Man, though ethnically they are Celtic. They say you can see five kingdoms from Man – England, Ireland, Scotland, Gwynedd (Wales), and the Kingdom of Heaven! – and the Vikings used it as a base for controlling all of them. The Isle of Man boasts the world’s oldest parliament, Tynwald, a descendant of the Viking ‘parliament’, the Thing.

				The Channel Islands

				At least with the Shetlands and the Isle of Man, you know you are still in the United Kingdom. You can be forgiven for wondering when you drop in on the Channel Islands. The islands all look English enough, but their English road signs carry French names, the police are called the Bureau des Etrangers, and the money looks like British money, but isn’t. The Channel Islands were part of the Duchy of Normandy, and when you look at the map, you can see that they’re virtually in France. These islands have kept many of their distinctive customs and laws including, as rich people found out long ago, much more relaxed tax regulations.

				The Channel Islands were the only part of British territory to fall to the Germans in the Second World War, and Hitler made full use of them for propaganda purposes. Perhaps not surprisingly, historians who have looked into the German occupation have found just as much evidence of active collaboration and collusion in the Channel Islands as anywhere else in occupied Europe. Even more tragically, Alderney became a slave labour camp for prisoners from all over the Nazi empire.

				How the UK Was Born

				How did this strange hybrid country with the long-winded name that no one actually uses actually come into being? If you want a full answer, you’ll have to read the whole book, but here’s a quick overview. As you’ll see, the creation of the United Kingdom was a mixture of conquest, immigration, and Acts of Union, all going to produce a very British sort of melting pot.

				England: Head Honcho

				England was bound to play the leading role. The country’s much bigger than any of the other parts of Britain, and closer to the Continent. England had been part of the Roman Empire, and the Viking invasions gave the English a strong sense of unity against a common enemy. The English didn’t consciously set out to conquer their neighbours: They had been fighting the Welsh on and off since Saxon times, so when King Edward I finally conquered Wales in 1284 it seemed a natural conclusion to a very long story. With Scotland, despite all those battles, the English were never trying to overrun the country: They simply wanted a pro-English monarch on the Scottish throne for their own safety’s sake.

				The real problem for the English was Ireland, because they were never able to control it. England’s great worry was always that the Irish or the Scots would ally with the French – and they often did. The English managed to persuade the Scottish parliament to agree to an Act of Union in 1707 (which, as it turned out, enabled the Scots to benefit to the full from England’s Industrial Revolution!). The English imposed direct rule in Ireland in 1801, but mainly as a security measure: Ireland never benefited from union with England to the same degree as Scotland did.

				For most of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the English took their commanding position within the United Kingdom more or less for granted. England was what counted; the rest were the ‘Celtic fringe’. But by the 1990s that confidence had gone. After years of having no governing body of their own, the ‘Celtic fringe’ once again had their own parliaments and assemblies; England was beginning to look like the Rump of the United Kingdom. So the English began to rediscover a national sense of their own: they began to fly the flag of St George at football matches, and there was even talk of setting up special assemblies for the English regions, though ultimately nothing came of it.

				The conquest of Scotland

				Like England, Scotland began as a collection of different tribes, which slowly and painfully began to form themselves into a nation. Of course, hostility to the English was a great help, and it’s no coincidence that Scotland’s most important statement of national identity, the 1320 Declaration of Arbroath, dates from the period of the fiercest wars for independence from England. Well into the sixteenth century the Scots maintained an anti-English alliance with France – the Auld Alliance, as it was called – which was guaranteed to stop the English government from sleeping at night.

				But although plenty of fighting between Scotland and England always occurred, by no means were all Scots anti-English. The English negotiated marriage alliances with the Scots – Henry VIII’s sister became Queen of Scotland – so a pro-English faction usually existed somewhere at court. When the Protestant Reformation took hold in the sixteenth century, Scottish Protestants naturally looked to Tudor England for support against the Catholics of the Highlands, and especially against the Catholic and very accident-prone Mary, Queen of Scots. People usually know that it was the English who cut Mary’s head off; they often forget that the Scots had already overthrown her and locked her up themselves.

				In the end, it wasn’t the English who got their own man on the throne in Edinburgh, but the Scots who got their man on the throne in London. When Elizabeth I died childless in 1603, King James VI of Scotland inherited the English throne. It was a Union of the Crowns but not yet of the nations: That had to wait a hundred years until the Act of Union of 1707. From then on Scotland played an active role in the United Kingdom: The British Empire could hardly have carried on without the large number of Scottish missionaries, doctors, soldiers, and administrators who served it. But the Scots kept their strong sense of separate identity, and in 1997 they finally got their parliament back.

				The conquest of Wales

				The Normans began the conquest of Wales, and for many years, parts of Wales were ruled by the powerful Norman ‘Marcher Lords’ (see Chapters 8 and 9 for a bit more on this). The Welsh princes Llewellyn the Great and Llewellyn ap Gruffyd fought back, but eventually King Edward I conquered Wales and planted massive castles all over it. Owain Glyn Dwr had a good go at pushing the English out, but it was not to be.

				Ironically, the people who finally snuffed out Welsh independence were themselves Welsh: The Tudors. Henry Tudor landed at Milford Haven to challenge King Richard III and become King Henry VII, and it was his son, Henry VIII, who got Parliament to pass an Act of Union making Wales, in effect, a province of England. And Wales stayed like that until Tony Blair agreed to a Welsh Assembly in 1997. A long wait!

				The conquest of Ireland

				Ireland’s great Christian heritage was to prove her undoing. Pope Adrian IV (who also happened to be the only English pope there’s ever been) gave King Henry II permission to go over to Ireland and bring the Irish church into the Roman fold whether the Irish liked it or not. So a great wave of Anglo-Norman knights crossed the Irish Sea and claimed Ireland for the English crown.

				Religious strife

				When the Reformation started in the sixteenth century, the descendants of those Anglo-Norman knights went along with the new Protestant religion, but the Celtic Irish stayed Catholic. Queen Elizabeth, I, and her ministers came up with a clever solution: Plant Scottish Protestants in Ireland. Hey presto! The Catholic province of Ulster became the most fiercely Protestant and loyal area in the kingdom.

				[image: frompasttopresent.eps] When the English threw out their Catholic King James II in 1688, the Irish rallied to help him, but the Ulster Scots were having none of it: They defied King James, thrashed him at the Battle of the Boyne, and sent him packing. Their descendants in modern-day Ulster have never forgotten it, and they make sure their Catholic neighbours don’t forget it either.

				Famine and Fenians

				After the seventeenth century, the British brought in all sorts of laws to take away Catholics’ civil rights, which in effect kept Ireland in poverty for generations. Pockets of affluence existed – Dublin was a very elegant eighteenth-century city – but Ireland was a bit like modern-day India in its mixture of extreme poverty and great wealth. Even the Protestant Irish were beginning to feel that the laws against Catholics were unfair and dragging the whole country down, and they began to argue for Catholic Emancipation, especially the right to vote. By the time emancipation came, the British had closed Ireland’s parliament down, and were governing Ireland directly from London. Then, in the 1840s, the potato crop in Ireland failed and produced one of the worst famines of modern times. Those who could, got out of Ireland and spread around the world, taking their hatred of England and the English with them. Those who stayed in Ireland campaigned all the more vigorously for self-government, or Home Rule, while armed groups like the Fenians turned to bombings and shootings. Finally, in 1922 the British had to agree to grant Ireland its independence. The Ulster Protestants were dead against an independent Ireland, and immediately voted to stay in the United Kingdom, which is why part of the ancient province of Ulster is still within the UK. Many Irish saw this division as a stop-gap measure, and the violence that erupted in the 1960s was about trying to get – or to resist – a united Ireland. Ultimately, neither side would surrender, and the different parties had to agree a compromise peace settlement. Although the shooting has ended, the story of a united or divided Ireland shows no sign of ending quite yet.

				You’re Not From Round ’Ere – But Then Again, Neither Am I

				Working out exactly who the native peoples of Britain are is very difficult. The Victorians talked about the ‘British race’, but doing so is silly: By definition there’s no one British race, but a collection of different ethnic groups.

				Any such thing as a native Briton?

				The closest anyone can come to being an original native must be the Celts: The Welsh, the Scottish Gaels, the Irish, and the Cornish – though there are people of Celtic origin throughout Britain. But even the Celts weren’t originally native to Britain; they came from the continent, as did the Romans, the Angles and Saxons, and the Normans.

				The Scots and the Irish have a better claim to be ‘natives’, but the situation’s complicated because of all the swapping they’ve done over the years. The Celtic Irish are certainly native to Ireland, but on the other hand, just how long do you have to be settled in a place before you can call yourself a native? Ulster Protestants have been in Ireland for as long as whites have been in America, and a lot longer than the Europeans have been in Australia and New Zealand, yet some people still have a problem calling them Irish.

				Immigrants

				As if working things out between the English, Welsh, Irish, and Scots isn’t complicated enough, Britain has long been a country of immigrants, from all parts of the globe.

				Asylum seekers

				During all the religious wars of the seventeenth century large numbers of Protestants took shelter in England because it was the largest and most stable of the Protestant powers. French Huguenots fleeing Louis XIV settled in London and made a very prosperous living as craftsmen and traders. The Dutch had started coming over in Elizabethan times during their long war of independence from Spain, and many others came over when William of Orange ousted James II in 1688. Some of these immigrants were nobles, like the Bentincks, who became Dukes of Portland. Others were ordinary folk brought over to help drain the fens of East Anglia, and you can still see their Dutch-style houses today. Britain did very well by welcoming these asylum seekers.

				A right royal bunch of foreigners

				Of course, if you want a good example of a family with very little English – or even British – blood in its veins, then look at the Royal Family. The Normans and Plantagenets were French, the Tudors were Welsh, the Stuarts were Scots, the Hanoverians were German, and, until George III, they couldn’t even speak the language properly. Victoria’s family was the union of one German family with another, and its name was the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha – doesn’t sound very English, does it? The Royal Family changed the name to Windsor during the First World War (and their relatives the Battenbergs anglicised theirs to Mountbatten), but the British have never entirely forgotten that their royal family is not quite as Made in Britain as it may look. The British probably liked Diana, the Princess of Wales, so much because she was indisputably English.

				There should be black in the Union Jack

				People often assume that the first black faces appeared in Britain after the Second World War. Not a bit of it! Black people were in Britain in surprisingly large numbers from Tudor times, though, of course, most of them were slaves (many society portraits of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries have a small black child in the corner). By Queen Victoria’s time, whole communities of black people existed, perhaps because, by then, Britain had abolished the slave trade.

				Other ethnic groups

				Victorian Limehouse in London’s docklands was a regular Chinatown and, as Britain extended her rule in India, more and more Asians came to London: Gandhi trained as a barrister in the Middle Temple in London and Nehru studied at Cambridge. Duleep Singh, the exiled Maharajah of the Punjab, was a frequent visitor to Queen Victoria’s court (okay, it was because of the British that he was exiled in the first place). Victoria also took on an Indian manservant known as the Munshi, who wasn’t at all the high caste sage he claimed to be, but what the heck.


				Spreading Britain’s wings

				A famous Victorian painting by Ford Madox Brown exists called The Last of England, which shows a couple looking thoughtfully at the disappearing English coastline as they set off for – well, maybe America, Australia, South Africa, Argentina or any of the other places where the British emigrated in such large numbers. The Welsh populated Patagonia in the Argentinean pampas, and one of Chile’s great national heroes has the distinctly Irish name of Bernardo O’Higgins. Plenty of Brits settled in the American West, including a large number who responded to Brigham Young’s mission to Liverpool and went out to settle at Salt Lake City. British engineers and navvies went all over Europe designing railways and laying the tracks: The lines in northern Italy were all the work of British engineers. The British have always been a people of immigrants – and emigrants.



				Whose History Is It Anyway?

				Most history books tell you a lot about what the kings and queens and leaders got up to. For many years British historians thought the only point of reading history was to find out about how the British constitution developed, so they concentrated on parliaments and laws and pretty much ignored everything else. More recently, historians have pointed out that history involves a lot more than royals and politicians, and there are all sorts of people whose history has a right to be heard.

				Kings and queens

				You can’t entirely get away from kings and queens – they were important, and it would be an odd book of British history that left them out altogether. But beware of the ‘Fairy Tale’ approach to these people. Kings couldn’t just give away half their kingdoms to young men who came and married their daughters, and the kings who did try to divide up their realms among their sons, like William the Conqueror and Henry II, found doing so didn’t work. Even the most powerful rulers relied heavily on their ministers’ advisers. Some advisers, like Sir William Cecil with Queen Elizabeth, gave good advice (in fact, some historians reckon it was really Cecil who was ruling England); some advisers were disastrous, like Charles I’s ministers, Strafford and Archbishop Laud.

				By the time you hit the Georges, working out exactly how much is being done by the King and how much by his ministers is very difficult. ‘This house believes the power of the crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished’ ran one famous parliamentary motion in 1780, and three years later George III, completely on his own initiative, dismissed a ministry which had a big parliamentary majority – and got away with it. But on the whole, the power of the crown had decreased, was decreasing, and was going to go on decreasing, too, whatever Queen Victoria or Prince Albert may think about it.

				What about the workers?

				History isn’t just about the people at the top. Sure, these folks have left lots of evidence behind them – all their writings, houses, and furniture – so finding out about them is easy. But a lot of people worked hard to keep the people at the top in the style to which they were accustomed, and these working people have a history, too.

				An English historian called E. P. Thompson showed how to discover the history of ordinary people when he constructed his Making of the English Working Class. He used all sorts of source material, including ballads, posters, and court cases (a lot of working people ended up in front of a magistrate) to trace how the working people of industrial England developed a sense of identity. Many stately homes open up the kitchens and the servants’ quarters to visitors, and if you really want an idea of how the other half lived, go to Henry VIII’s palace at Hampton Court and have a look at the Tudor kitchens. Think how much work it took to keep him so fat!


				My grandfather was . . .

				Go into any archive or records office in Britain and you’ll find it surprisingly busy with ordinary people researching their family history. Explaining exactly why family history has taken off in the way that it has in recent years is difficult, but genealogy is phenomenally popular. People learn how to use censuses, parish registers, and hearth tax assessments to work out who their ancestors were and where they came from. You may be surprised how far back you can go if you know what you’re doing – and if the records have survived. Most people get back to Victorian times, and some trace the line to Tudor times and beyond. These family history searches are a sign of just why history is important: It helps us work out exactly who we are.



				A global story

				‘What should he know of England,’ asked that great poet of Empire, Rudyard Kipling, ‘who only England knows?’ Allowing for that Victorian use of ‘England’ to mean ‘Britain’, Kipling had a point, though not perhaps in the way he expected. To know the story of Britain and the British, you ought really to look at the story of Britain’s Empire and at how all these different places – Canada, Jamaica, Tonga, Malta, the Punjab, Kenya, Aden (Qatar) – were brought into the British story. Their histories are part of Britain’s history, and British history is part of theirs, especially for the descendants of people from these parts of the world who are at school in Britain now. Okay, a limit exists as to what I can do in this book, but bear this in mind: If you know British history (and by the end of this book you’ll have a pretty good idea of it) you only know half the story of Britain’s history.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Sticks and Stone Age Stuff

				In This Chapter

				Digging into the prehistoric past

				Understanding the Stone Age and the people who lived then

				Advancing into the Neolithic period

				Beakers, barrows, and the Age of Bronze

				Imagine a roll of toilet paper laid out on the ground. Pretty long, isn’t it? That roll’s the history of planet Earth. Walk along its length, and you find the Jurassic and the Devonian and the Cretaceous periods. You see where the dinosaurs come in and where they go out, and you see volcanoes and sabre-toothed tigers and all the rest of that really old prehistoric stuff. What you don’t see are any cavemen in bearskins fighting off dinosaurs: They didn’t come anywhere near living at the same time. In fact, you can look as hard as you like, but you won’t find any human life at all, at least not until you’ve got to the very end of the roll. Not to the last few squares, not even to the very last square. See on the edge of the last square? Those perforations? That edge is human history on earth. All 800,000 years of it. All the Stone Age stuff and the Middle Ages and your Tudors and Stuarts and Abraham Lincoln and Winston Churchill and the Cold War – in the history of the world, human history takes up no more space than that last edge on the roll.

				Now put the toilet roll back before someone misses it and take a sheet of paper. Mark out 100 squares – in a square, in a line, it doesn’t matter. The squares represent human history on earth. Now you colour the squares in according to the different periods – blue for the Middle Ages, red for the Romans, and so on – and start with the Stone Age. How many squares do you reckon it will need for the Stone Age? Ten? Fifteen? Fifty? Take your coloured pencil and colour in ninety-nine squares. And colour a little into the hundredth square as well. The Stone Age dwarfs all other periods of human history. Nothing else in human history lasted so long, and nothing that came later came anywhere near matching this period for the changes and inventions it produced. Come on, these guys deserve some respect. They lasted a long time, and they had a lot to put up with.

				What a Load of Rubbish! What Archaeologists Find

				Prehistoric people didn’t leave behind any Stone Age manuscripts or tales and legends telling their own story. To piece together what life was like for prehistoric people, archaeologists have to play detective.

				Going through the trash

				What we do have is what prehistoric people left behind, and you’d be surprised how much archaeologists can work out from it. Nosy journalists know how much you can learn from going through people’s rubbish bins, and archaeologists work on the same principle. Stone Age people (and everyone else after them) left lots of their rubbish behind – literally – and mighty informative all those chicken drumsticks and broken bones are, too.

				[image: remember.eps] Archaeologists don’t just look at evidence of prehistoric life. They study all periods right up to the modern day, and the sort of evidence they can provide is still very useful for periods where written history exists. When a new building or road is being constructed, you’ll often see archaeologists close by, watching the newly-exposed soil for signs of our ancestors.

				Examining the tools

				Once you start examining the tools, pretty soon you get to thinking about what they used these tools for. A hand-axe means they were cutting things, but what? Wood? Food? An arrow suggests hunting, and hunting suggests a whole set of rituals and roles, so immediately you can begin to build up a picture of the life of a tribe. Animal bones can give a good idea of what they hunted and ate, and sometimes what they did with the bones. Scientists have even been able to get hold of prehistoric seeds and grain, so we know what plants they sowed, and when. Impressive.

				As farming took hold, new tasks abounded for everyone: Seed had to be sown, crops harvested, harvests stored, grain ground, food baked –, and all sorts of tools to be thought of and created. So these are the things that archaeologists start finding, and from what they find, experts make deductions about how people were living and how quickly technology was advancing.

				Looking at tribal societies of today

				In addition to poring over the detritus of these prehistoric people, sometimes archaeologists have a look at what anthropologists have found studying the social patterns in tribal societies today, so as to get an idea of how Stone Age tribes may have operated. Next are biologists and palaeobiologists and geologists and geophysicists until you can hardly move for experts – because we’re not just looking at what the Stone Age people left behind; we’re looking at who and what they were in the first place. And being sure of your findings isn’t always easy.

				Uncovering prehistoric man

				Most people didn’t have any concept of prehistoric man before 1856, when in the Neander Valley in Germany some quarry workers were out doing whatever quarry workers do when they found a skull and some bones. Not knowing whether they had found animal or human bones they took the bones along to their local doctor who had a look at them and said, ‘Yup!’ – or more likely, ‘Ja!’ – they were human bones all right.

				It’s life, Jim, but not as we know it

				The next question was what kind of human bones were they? The skull had no real forehead – the whole thing looked low and long, which is why some people thought it was an ape. It certainly didn’t look like the locals. Could the bones be Asiatic? Cossack troops had been in the area during the Napoleonic Wars; was it one of those? And because the bones were a bit bow-legged, they wondered if the Cossack had had rickets.

				Then two prominent British scientists, Charles Lyall and Thomas Huxley, crossed over to Germany to have a look. They decided this chap was definitely human, but a lot older than the Germans realised: This was the skull, they said, of a primitive man.

				Why the ruckus?

				The bones were discovered in 1856: Victorian times. The idea of a primitive man was dynamite. Many people weren’t even sure what Lyall and Huxley meant. The Bible said that God created Adam: It didn’t say anything about a prototype. But Huxley and Lyall seemed to be saying this skeleton was such a prototype man.

				Three years later Huxley’s friend Charles Darwin published his famous book The Origin of Species. Darwin put forward the theory of evolution based on survival of the fittest, and his ideas have created huge arguments ever since about which is right: The theory of evolution or the Book of Genesis.

				[image: technicalstuff.eps] You may not realise that Darwin’s book is entirely about plants and animals: Except for a brief bit at the end (which you can read in the sidebar ‘Darwin’), The Origin of Species makes no mention of human beings at all. But that omission wasn’t going to stop people making a connection between his ideas and these mysterious bones. Things were beginning to evolve.

				
				Darwin

				Darwin’s The Origin of Species contains fourteen long chapters. Here is the section on the origins of humankind: ‘In the distant future I see open fields for far more important researches. Psychology will be based on a new foundation, that of the necessary acquirement of each mental power and capacity by gradation. Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history.’ That’s it. And that’s all of it. But Darwin’s timing couldn’t have been better – he published just as bones began to appear which did indeed throw light on the origin of man.



				With Darwin’s book selling like hot cakes it was obvious that people would begin talking about those bones, and they did. They were horrified. The Neander Valley skull (or Neanderthal in German) had a thick ridge over the eyes and the bones were so chunky. Were we really related to that man?

				The Stone Age

				We talk about the Stone Age because people used stones – in a surprising number of ways. A smooth, round stone? It may look at home on a beach, but had you ever thought of it as a hammer? If you look carefully at some of the stones that have turned up at Stone Age sites you can see that they still carry all the little marks and chips from hammering other stones into place.

				Then consider sharp tools. If you were stuck in the wilds without a blade of any sort, would you know which sort of stone to pick up and how to break it so you got a sharp cutting edge? Even if you did, you’d probably end up with something pretty crude: Just a large pebble broken in two. Congratulations. You’ve reached the technological level of some of the earliest hominids!

				Stone Age people were a lot more skilled than just splitting rocks. They crafted and shaped their tools, and some of those flint knives cut like a razor. They made tools out of bones, too. Through their cave paintings, we can really get a clue of what was going on inside all those skulls that keep cropping up. Here’s what we can tell:

				They knew they needed tools for some jobs, and we can see those jobs growing in sophistication.

				They could identify the best materials. Picking the best materials probably started as trial-and-error, but this knowledge got passed down through the generations. That suggests skill and education.

				They were highly skilled and imaginative. Every tool they made had to be invented first.

				Hey, hey – we’re the monkeys! The Neanderthals

				Thanks to Darwin and his The Origin of Species, published in 1859, you could hardly walk along a cliff in the nineteenth century without tripping over a fossil hunter, with a hammer in one hand and a copy of the book in the other. Soon these people began to find more bones and skulls just like the German ones. Bits and pieces of Neanderthal turned up in Belgium, France, Spain, and Greece. Bits started emerging outside Europe, in the Middle East, and in central Asia. But it was always bits: A skull here, a thigh bone there – that was him all over. Then, in 1908, they finally unearthed a whole Neanderthal skeleton in France. At last archaeologists could work out what these strange people really looked like. It was Bad News.

				This French Neanderthal had big bones, bent legs, a bent neck, stiff joints – it looked more like a lumbering ape than anything human. So people thought that’s what Neanderthals were: Great big apes, with ugly faces and knuckles dragging along the floor. And dim. Stands to reason, doesn’t it? Big ape-like thing living in caves going ‘Ug, ug’ and wearing animal skins. Yes, people told themselves, whatever else we thought about these Neanderthals, we had to be better than them. And if we did evolve from them, well didn’t it make sense that we would be cleverer? Think again, friend.

				Scientists have done a lot more work on these Neanderthals, and we’ve got them so badly wrong that they should get a good lawyer and sue. And if they had lived a bit longer they might have done it, too.

				Here are some facts:

				That skeleton they found in 1908 came from an elderly Neanderthal with chronic arthritis. Other skeletons – and we’ve found lots of them by now – don’t show any of the same deformities. Allowing for a slightly squashed face and a slightly heavier bone structure, you wouldn’t look twice at these guys if you passed them in the street.

				Neanderthals were not stupid. In fact, their brains were bigger than ours. They were highly advanced tool makers, they were organised enough to hunt even the biggest animals around, and from the way they buried their dead they seemed to have had some sense of spirituality and religion.

				No one alive today is descended from Neanderthals. Not even England football supporters.

				We simply don’t know what happened to the Neanderthals. We know they survived the Ice Age, and it may be that the shape of their skulls and faces helped. Scientists have made comparisons with the Inuit in the Arctic. Looking at some of the breaks and twists in their bones we think they must have had an incredibly high pain threshold. But for some reason, they died out. And they didn’t give birth to us lot, either. Because one of the biggest mysteries about the Neanderthals is that we’ve found definite human bones from the same time. That is, at one time there were two human races walking the earth (since the Neanderthals died out, you could say it makes them our first cousins once removed).

				Meet your ancestors

				Modern humans, what scientists call Homo sapiens sapiens, first appeared in the Middle East, possibly at about the same time that the Neanderthals first appeared in Europe. It took a long time, but eventually this new type of people began appearing in Europe, too.

				The Swanscombe woman

				The oldest identifiably human remains in Europe come from England – a female skull, which turned up at Swanscombe in Kent. But what was she? She looks a bit like a really early type of human called Homo erectus. Homo because we are definitely talking humans, not apes here; erectus because these people walked upright – no stooping. But she’s not entirely like other Homo erectus finds: Her big, round brain section is more Neanderthal. Maybe Swanscombe woman was Homo erectus’s swan song.


				Ice Age

				The Ice Age was long, about 990,000 years, long enough to go from Swanscombe woman, part Homo erectus and part Homo sapiens, through the Neanderthal story, and on to Homo sapiens sapiens. That’s us.

				Don’t get the wrong idea about the Ice Age. It didn’t mean the whole world was covered in ice the whole time. It didn’t even mean it was cold the whole time. We reckon they probably had some quite hot summers in the Ice Age. But the winters were very long and very cold, and the earth’s temperature was definitely falling. It was certainly cold enough for people to make their homes in caves and to wrap themselves up in animal skins. They had to hunt, and in those days plenty of woolly mammoths were walking around well wrapped up against the cold. Lots of meat covers a woolly mammoth, but how would you feel about facing it armed only with a few spears tipped with flint? Hunting it took guts.



				Paint your Cro-Magnon

				Some of the people worrying woolly mammoths were our friends the Neanderthals, but by the time of the last Ice Age some new kids were on the block. Rounder heads but sharper brains. We call them Cro-Magnon, after the place in France where we found something very special they left behind. These guys could paint. Cro-Magnon created those amazing paintings in the caves at Lascaux in France. Painting doesn’t just take skill or brains: Imagination and artistic sensitivity are necessary. Perhaps we’re looking at the first artistic tantrums in history. Tools and arrows and hunting parties are all very practical: What exactly was the point of cave painting? We don’t know exactly, and we probably never will.

				The paintings may have had some ritual or religious purpose, or they may have been the Cro-Magnon equivalent of holiday snaps – ‘Here’s one of me with a bison’ and ‘That’s Sheila and the kids when we walked over to France for the summer’. But with Cro-Magnon, we can be pretty sure that we are looking in the mirror and seeing ourselves. Literally. A DNA test carried out on some Middle Stone Age bones in the South West of England found an exact match with a local history teacher. His pupils probably weren’t surprised, but think this one through: Despite all those waves of Celts and Romans and Saxons and Normans (which you can read about in Chapters 3–7), some people never moved from where their ancestors lived. Our gene pool goes back all the way to the Stone Age. Perhaps the teacher even lived in the same house.


				Who says No Man is an Island?

				Although we’ve been talking about ‘Britain’, the term doesn’t really make much sense for the prehistoric period for the simple reason that ‘Britain’ and ‘Ireland’, as separate islands off the European mainland, didn’t actually exist. They were simply outlying parts of the whole European continent, and they stayed that way until the end of the Ice Age. When the great thaw came, round about 7,500 BC, the water levels rose dramatically, creating what we call the English Channel and the Irish Sea. This development must have taken the Neolithics by surprise: They were islanders now and they were going to have to get used to it.



				Cro-Magnon Man had culture. Archaeologists have found needles and pins, which suggests they had worked out how to make proper clothes out of all those animal skins. The discovery of fish hooks and harpoons means they went fishing (which could account for all that imagination). They even had jewellery. But the Cro-Magnon were a nomadic people, regularly upping sticks and following the deer. Hunter-gatherers. But all that was about to change. The Cro-Magnon didn’t know it, but their world was about to get turned upside down.

				Plough the Fields, Don’t Scatter – the Neolithic Revolution

				As far as we know, the first people to work out that you could get food by sowing seeds and waiting for them to grow came from the ‘fertile crescent’ in the Middle East. The idea really caught on, and when farming spread to Europe, it created what historians call the neolithic revolution. (Neo = new, lith = stone; so neolithic = New Stone Age.) Okay, so the revolution didn’t happen overnight. And it didn’t necessarily make life easier: Farming is a lot more work than hunting.

				People may have taken up farming because they probably needed extra food to feed an increasing population. Whatever the reason, farming changed everything. Hunters blend into the landscape, but farmers change it. People stopped following wherever the deer went; instead, they settled down and learned to plough. You can date big human impact on the environment to the New Stone Age.

				As farming became more common everyone found new jobs to do: From sowing seeds, to harvesting, to storing and using the crops. And making tools to make these jobs easier. All this activity left signs and artefacts for archaeologists to find.

				The innovation didn’t stop with farming. Neolithic people learned how to tame pigs, horses, cattle, and how to use them for work or for food. They already knew about skinning animals, but somewhere along the line, they met sheep and figured out how to get textiles without killing the beast who provided it. Exactly how these people worked out that you can shear a sheep, play about with the wool, and tease it into a long thread to be used in making cloth no one really knows (it’s not, you must admit, the most obvious use of a sheep).

				Maybe Neolithic people got the idea of shearing or learned the technique from trading contacts. During the Neolithic period, fully-fledged cities existed with walls and streets and a crime problem at Jericho and Çatal Hüyük in Turkey.

				And then consider religion. If you’re hunting, you invoke the spirit of the deer or wild boar. When you take up farming, however, you’re putting your life entirely in the hands of the sun, the rain, the earth, and the British weather. No wonder these things began to get worshipped as gods. The British weather still is.

				What survives from the Neolithic period is amazing:

				In southern England, a wooden track leading over marshland was found; it may have been one of many. That’s a prehistoric road network!

				At Star Carr in Yorkshire, antlers, bones, and tools, including a wooden paddle (which seems to indicate that these people worked out some kind of boats), were found. Star Carr goes back to 7,500 BC, which is almost twice as old as the little commune settlement of seven huts, which has survived at Skara Brae on Orkney.

				At Skara Brae, beautifully crafted jewellery and pottery have been found. These were highly resourceful and sophisticated people.

				Burial chambers under long grassy mounds called long barrows have been discovered, and let’s not forget Stonehenge, the Neolithic equivalent of a massive public works project.

				Rolling Stones: A National Institution

				Stonehenge. Neolithic people built it, and the Beakers (explained in the section ‘Beakermania’, later in this chapter) helped complete it. Stonehenge was huge. If it looks impressive now, think how it must have looked when it was new. Stonehenge is a massive circle of upright stones supporting lintels, with another horseshoe-shape set of stones inside it, and an altar stone inside that. The circle is aligned with the sunrise at the summer solstice and the sunset at the winter solstice, so it seems a pretty safe bet that Stonehenge was a religious or ritual centre of some sort. If size and scale are anything to go by, we are looking at a place of national importance.

				The stones aren’t local; they were probably brought all the way from Wales. For a long time archaeologists assumed the stones were transported by hauling them on log rollers. Now they think they were brought most of the way by boat, but even then, Salisbury Plain, where Stonehenge is located, is a long way from the sea. The effort, the organisation, and the sheer number of people required to pull off such a massive undertaking were enormous. We’re not just talking a few druids cutting mistletoe: Stonehenge meant meticulous planning, technical know-how, communication, logistics, and some very good rope-making. Not to mention how you persuade all those people to do the dragging.

				And Stonehenge isn’t the only circular formation of importance. Woodhenge exists, not far from Stonehenge (but made of, er, wood) and even a wooden henge on the coast known as Seahenge. Tara is in Ireland, where the kings would be crowned in due course. Still in existence are simple circles, like Castlerigg in Cumbria, and big, complex circles, like Avebury, which has two sets of concentric circles inside the bigger one and a ditch around the whole thing. These stones tell us a lot about the Beakers and the Neolithics, but of course they don’t tell us the one thing we’re dying to know: What did they build them for?

[image: ontheonehand.eps]

				Puzzles and mysteries no one’s answered – yet

				We simply don’t know why the Neolithics and Beakers built Stonehenge, and short of finding the makers’ instructions one day, we’re not likely to know either. But Stonehenge is just one of many things we don’t know about these people. We know they had a language, but we don’t know what it was; we know they made music, but we don’t know what it sounded like; we don’t know who their leaders were or whether they enjoyed the sun or if they ever got tired of eating deer.

				People who don’t like unsolved mysteries come up with their own ideas, no matter how wacky. Some people suggest, for example, that Stonehenge was a clock or a computer or the launch pad for a space ship. And modern-day druids carry out not-very-ancient ceremonies at Stonehenge every summer solstice, and hikers follow imaginary ley lines between ancient sites of completely different periods. Well, it’s a free country. But if you really want to know what ancient Britain looked like, stick to the evidence with a little leeway for imagination. Leave the spaceships to the loonies.



				Giving It Some Heavy Metal: The Bronze Age

				Someone, probably in the Middle East, found out one day that if you leave some types of shiny rock in the fire, the shiny stuff melts and then sets hard again when it cools. And then some bright spark realised that with a bit of ingenuity, you could set the material in particular shapes. Like ploughs or swords or spearheads. Welcome to the age of metal.

				And the bronze goes to . . .

				We used to think that metal first came to Britain through invasion. The British are so used to the idea of waves of invaders, that it seemed only natural to assume that the first bronze age people came leaping out of landing craft, kicking neolithic ass. Well no, no evidence supports that theory, and anyway, why should anyone want to? Much better to do what probably happened: Take this new technique to the big island over the sea and make your fortune – especially as Britain had some very useful deposits of copper and tin. And that process seems to be what happened. New people began to drift in from the continent bringing this interesting technique with them, starting in Cornwall, where the metals were, and spreading out from there.

				What should we call these newcomers? You may think they’d be called the Metalworkers or something suitable like that, but no. You see, when they weren’t busy making metal they enjoyed a drink, and we know this was pretty important for them because they put their very distinctive beaker-like beer cups in their graves. So archaeologists called them the Beaker people. A bit like classifying us as the Tupperware folk.

				Beakermania

				The Neolithic people may have started making things in metal even before the Beaker People began to arrive – we’re pretty sure they had in Ireland – but the Beakers were able to take the process an important step further. At this stage, everyone who worked with metal was using copper, which looks nice but isn’t very strong. But the Beakers knew how to mix copper with tin – Britain had lots of both – to make bronze. Now, okay, Britain and the Beaker people were not at the, er, cutting edge of metal technology. That was the Minoan civilization, which was under way in Greece (for more about the Minoans, see European History For Dummies (Wiley)). But it was the Beakers who brought Neolithic Britain gently into the early Bronze Age and Britain never looked back.

				We’re pretty sure that the Beakers and the Neolithic people got on. All the signs are that the Beakers shared their technology and even helped to do up Stonehenge in the latest fashion. Like the Neolithics, the Beakers were hunters to start with, but settled down to farming in time. Archaeologists have found what look like the foundations of cattle enclosures, though they might have been the Beakers’ huts. Caves were, like, so last era. Now they were building proper round huts, with wooden fences around them for protection, sometimes grouped together in little hill-top forts.

				With bronze pins and needles you could make finer clothes, and with bronze shears you could cut them to a better fit. A bronze plough cuts better and straighter than a bone one, and a bronze sickle harvests more easily. You could have really fancy brooches and highly decorated daggers and belt buckles. We know they did, because these artefacts have been found in burial sites in the West Country. And then consider the famous beakers themselves: Ornate drinking cups made on a potter’s wheel.

				You did get that, didn’t you? A potter’s wheel. Because at some point in the Bronze Age, someone invented the wheel. It was a revolution.

				
				Wheels and barrows

				We don’t know who exactly invented the wheel, but it was someone in Ancient Sumer (modern-day Iraq). The wheel was without question the greatest invention in the history of the world. (Heaven help us if it ever turns out the Sumerians took out a patent.) We’re pretty certain the Neolithics didn’t have wheels, but they certainly came in during the Bronze Age. Wheels made all the difference. They made travel easier, they made transporting heavy goods easier, and they even made ploughing easier.

				The Beakers seem to have had a thing about circles. The circle is a mystical shape, of course: No corners, just a line forming a perfect O. The Neolithics had buried their chiefs under great long mounds known as barrows. The Beakers went for round barrows. Different types existed. You could have a simple bowl barrow, very popular and seen everywhere, or else a bell barrow, which had an extra mound for protection. Also available were the flatter, more complex disc barrow, the low-lying saucer barrow, and the communal chuck-in-your-dead pond barrow, which was just a large dip where you could dump your aunt.

			

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 3

				Woad Rage and Chariots: The Iron Age in Britain

				In This Chapter

				Finding out when the Iron Age began and how it differed from earlier ages

				Debating whether the early Britons were actually Celts

				Glimpsing life in the Iron Age

				Seeing is believing: The Belgians invade Britain

				Finding out about the Druids and the religion of the period

				Towards the end of the Bronze Age a new technology began to make its way into Britain from the continent – iron. And a new people – the Ancient Britons. We have tended to get our picture of the Britons from Roman accounts, and the Romans didn’t like them. But now we have a much better idea of what the Britons were really like. They mastered iron, that most powerful but difficult of metals, and changed Britain into a land of tribes and nations, of traders, and of huge hill-top cities. The Ancient Britons had craftsmen who created artifacts of stunning beauty, which still take your breath away, and Druids who took more away than just your breath.

				The Iron Age: What It Was and How We Know What We Know

				The Iron Age in Britain goes from about 750 BC up to the Roman invasion in AD 43 (though obviously the Iron Age people were still around after that). Iron smelting originally came from the Middle East, and it came into Britain through contacts with continental Europe.

				We’ve got a lot more evidence about the Iron Age in Britain than we have about the Bronze Age. The usual sites and artefacts exist: Burial chambers, traces of buildings, and bits and pieces of cooking pots or farming tools. The Druids, discussed in the section ‘More Blood, Vicar?’ later in this chapter, had a thing about water and were always throwing things into rivers as a sacrifice to the gods, which is good news for us because that way a lot of objects got preserved in the mud.

[image: technicalstuff.eps]

				Any old iron?

				Making bronze is easy. You dig up some copper ore, heat it, and then pour out the copper. While you’re doing that, put some tin on a low heat and pour when molten. Mix together and leave to simmer. Heat up some zinc and add into the mixture. Stir well, and when brought to the boil, pour into moulds. The liquid hardens as it cools and produces a shiny, dark reddish-gold colour. That’s bronze.

				Iron is different. You don’t have to mix it with anything, but iron is very difficult to extract from its ore. Doing so requires really high temperatures, and when you do get the iron out, you have to go at it like fury with a hammer while it’s still red hot. It comes in such small quantities that initially the early iron workers could only make little things like brooches and buckles. Smelting iron ore took so much wood that, when these folk started making iron on the island of Elba, they used up all the trees and had to move to the mainland. (And you thought deforestation was a modern problem.)



				The first people to work out how to equip an army with proper iron weapons were the Assyrians, but the Greeks weren’t far behind, and thanks to them it spread. Those early ironmasters really knew what they were doing: Some of their swords are still springy when you bend them back today.

				Written accounts from others 

				During this period, people started visiting Britain and Ireland to see what they looked like. Britain had been cut off from the continent since the ice melted at the start of the Bronze Age (Ireland got cut off even earlier) and ever since an air of mystery had surrounded the islands. How big were they? What sort of people lived there? Were they of any use to anyone? These travellers and others wrote of their impressions of the people and things on the British Isles.

				Greek accounts

				The Greek historian Herodotus mentioned that British tin was worth having; Strabo (another Greek) wrote a geography book that included Britain and Ireland, or Albion and Ierne as the people who lived there were beginning to call them; and Pytheas of Massilia (yet another Greek) actually sailed all round Britain and showed that it definitely was an island. But the most detailed accounts we have of Iron Age Britain come from a rather more suspect source: The Romans.

				What the Romans wrote

				Although Chapter 4 is devoted to the Romans we can’t entirely ignore them in this chapter because so much of our evidence for the Iron Age comes from them. That wouldn’t matter too much if they were detached and objective, but they weren’t.

				From Julius Caesar

				Caesar wrote about how he beat the Britons in battle. His account was designed to show how great he was and how brave he was to face up to the Big Bad British Barbarians. Take this excerpt from Book V of Caesar’s Gallic Wars:

				Most of the inland inhabitants do not sow corn, but live on milk and flesh, and are clad with skins. All the Britons, indeed, dye themselves with woad, which occasions a bluish colour, and thereby have a more terrible appearance in fight. They wear their hair long, and have every part of their body shaved except their head and upper lip.

				Biased? Just a tad. First, early Britons did sow corn. They had been farming since the Neolithic period. Second, they weren’t clad in skins. The Bronze Age introduced sewing implements that made it possible to tailor clothing. Third, not every Briton was dripping with woad. Some people covered themselves in it; some didn’t, but the use of woad was more complicated than Caesar’s account makes it seem. (See the section ‘Hit the woad, Jack’, later in this chapter, for details.) And, okay, so early Britons went in for moustaches. But so did everyone else in Western Europe at the time – including the men.

				From Tacitus

				Roman senator and historian Tacitus wrote a book all about his father-in-law Agricola, who served as Governor of Britain. Agricola got recalled in disgrace by the Emperor Domitian, so Tacitus sticks up for him by pointing out how Agricola rescued the Britons from savagery and made them into model Roman citizens.

				From Suetonius

				Roman historian Suetonius wrote a strange book called The Twelve Caesars, which is half-serious, half scandal-sheet history about the first batch of emperors. The one who actually conquered Britain was Claudius, but Suetonius didn’t think much of him, so he said ‘Claudius’s sole campaign [that’s Britain, folks] was of no great importance.’ Gee, thanks, Suetonius.

				Look what I found down the bog: Bodies

				Believe it or not, the best evidence for Iron Age life didn’t come from archaeologists; it came from peat cutters, of all people. You get peat in marshes and bogs, and peat cutters keep finding dead bodies buried in it. These bodies started turning up in Denmark, one at Tollund and another at Grauballe. At first, people suspected foul play and called in the police. And very foul play it looked too, because these poor dead people hadn’t fallen in; they’d been tied up, strangled, and pushed.

				The amazing thing about the bodies was how well preserved they were: These bog bodies aren’t skeletons, they are whole human beings, complete with faces, hands, and clothes – a bit distorted by two and a half thousand years of being stuck down a Danish peat bog, but then who wouldn’t be?

				Archaeologists had a look in the stomach of one bog body (Lindow Man’s; head to the section ‘Sacrificing humans’ later in this chapter for info on him) and found that he had eaten toast and mistletoe. Mistletoe was sacred, so it really does look as if these bog bodies were human sacrifices. Creepy.

				Figuring Out Who These People Were

				One thing we can be pretty sure of: No great ‘wave’ of Iron Age invaders occurred. The people living in Britain were still descended from the old Neolithics and Beaker folk, but new people were always coming and going, and some of them clearly knew how to smelt iron. Plenty of iron ore existed in Britain, so anyone who knew the secret could settle and make a fortune. But where did these newcomers come from?

				Looking for patterns

				Since the early iron workers in Britain tended not to leave forwarding addresses archaeologists have had to trace where they came from by looking at the things they left behind. If you look carefully at the decoration on Iron Age shields and brooches and so on, two main styles exist:

				Hallstatt style: Named after a village in Austria where a lot of it has been found, including very long and powerful swords. Some evidence of Hallstatt culture can be found in Britain, but not much.

				La Tène style: Named after a village in Switzerland where archaeologists have found pottery and ironwork decorated with circles and swirling patterns. Lots of La Tène culture has turned up in Britain.

				Some historians say you can trace the movement of people by tracing patterns and styles, in which case, there seems to be a link between La Tène and Britain. But other historians say that people of different ethnic groups often adopt the same styles independently of each other. In which case, the link between Britain and the people at La Tène isn’t proven.

				You may think clarifying this point sounds a bit finicky, but it matters, because one thing we do know about the people of La Tène and others who used their patterns and designs is that they were Celts. If these folk really were the people who brought iron to Britain, then they also made Britain a Celtic land.


				Celts

				Poor old Celts. They’ve had a raw deal from history. Julius Caesar thought they were a bunch of savages and for a long time historians tended to follow his lead: They talked dismissively of the ‘Celtic fringe’. Only recently have people learned to respect the Celts for their craftsmanship or for their technology. Apart from a few heroic figures like Boudica and Caratacus (and even they lost in the end), the Celts are everyone’s favourite losers: Invaded by the Romans, overrun by the Angles and Saxons, conquered by the Normans and then hammered by Edward I and the English. They’re on the losing side in every civil war and just about every football match. They can’t even go out in the sun thanks to all that red hair.

				Two main types of Celt exist: Q-Celts, who are the modern Irish, Scots, and Manx (people from the Isle of Man), and P-Celts, the modern Welsh, Cornish, and Bretons of northern France. Yes, folks, the Celts had to mind their Ps and Qs! However, what they certainly did was to develop bronze and then iron, and they could create some stunning craftsmanship. A big Celtic revival is happening nowadays thanks to the New Age movement, and you can relax to CDs such as Celtic Sounds or Celtic Moods, unless you’re at a football match, in which case you’re more likely to hear the sound of moody Celts.



				Celts in Britain? Maybe, maybe not

				The Celts first appear on the European scene in about 500 BC. We don’t know exactly where they came from except that it was probably a long way to the east, possibly well into modern Russia, but they scared the life out of the Classical world. The Romans didn’t know what had hit them when the Gauls – Celts who had settled (in so far as the Celts ever settled anywhere) in modern-day France – invaded Italy and sacked Rome in 390 BC, killing everyone they could find. The Romans treated them very warily after that.

				What we used to think: The Invasion Hypothesis

				People used to assume that any new group of settlers must have attacked and forced the indigenous people out. This theory is known as the Invasion Hypothesis. If this process is what happened when the Celts arrived in Britain, the west coast of Britain would’ve resembled a massive refugee camp.

				According to this theory, two sorts of Celts possibly arrived in two different phases between 200 and 100 BC. One lot, called the Gaels, headed for Ireland and the northern parts of Scotland, where they are the ancestors of today’s inhabitants, and their language survives as Scots and Irish Gaelic. The others, who settled in modern-day England, Wales, and the lowlands of Scotland, were known as Brythoni (Brythoni = Britons, geddit?), and their language survives in modern Welsh and Breton, though Cornish would have counted, too, if it had survived.

				All these people had wild red hair and long moustaches, spent all their time fighting each other, and had to build massive great hill-top strongholds for protection. They were brave and very handy with a chariot, but they didn’t have the discipline to stand up to the Romans when it came to the crunch. Head to Chapter 4 for details about the Romans in Britain.

				Now we don’t know what to think

				Other historians say the arrival of the Celts wasn’t like that at all. France and Belgium – Gaul – were Celtic, and Celtic language and culture certainly crossed into Britain, but, they say, that doesn’t mean the Britons (to use the term the Romans gave them) were Celtic. Think of the situation this way: You can find American culture all over the world, but that doesn’t mean everyone who wears jeans and watches The Simpsons is American.

				[image: technicalstuff.eps] The Romans called these people Britons, not Celts; in fact, the Romans only grouped these folk together under one name at all because they all happened to inhabit the same island. No one called them Celts until the eighteenth century when people got very interested in the whole idea of building up a composite ‘British’ identity (to find out more about this, see Chapter 12).

				Confused? No wonder. Some historians say pretending the Britons weren’t Celts is silly; others say that calling them Celts is positively misleading. No one’s ever going to prove the Britons–Celts connection one way or the other. What we do know is that, whoever they were and wherever they came from, the Iron Age tribes of Britain and Ireland kept up close links with the Iron Age tribes of the continent, which, in the end, was to bring down on them the full wrath of Rome. And for the Romans, invasion was never just a hypothesis.

				Life in Iron Age Britain

				The Romans took a dim view of the Iron Age people of Britain. But what were the Britons really like?

				Warring tribes

				In the Iron Age, the people of Britain seem to have developed a very strong tribal structure. Talking about ‘tribes’ in a loose way for the Beaker folk and the Neolithics before them is probably okay (see Chapter 2 for info on these people), but there was nothing loose about Iron Age tribes. In fact, ‘tribe’ is a bit misleading: Iron Age tribes were something closer to nations, rather like the Iroquois or the Sioux in North America. Following are some tribes of note (take a look at Figure 3-1 for a fuller picture of who lived where):

				The Ulaid: In Ulster, this tribe built an impressive fortified capital at Emain Macha, still one of the most important Iron Age sites in Ireland.

				The Durotriges: In Dorset, this tribe had the biggest capital in the isles, at Mai Dun (the ‘Great Fort’) now known as Maiden Castle. (The Durotriges managed this feat, and they weren’t even in the premier league, with big nations like the Brigantes, the Catuvellauni, the Iceni, the Trinovantes, and others.)

				The Brigantes: Named from the Celtic briga, meaning a hill, these people dominated the North Country.

				The Picti: Living in what would later be Scotland were the mysterious Picti, also known as the Painted People, who could be very violent.

				
					Figure 3-1: The Iron Age tribes of Britain.

				

				[image: 035366 fg0301.eps]

				Trading places

				The people along the coast, like the Dumnonii or the Cantiaci, traded regularly with the continent, not just with the Gauls, but through them with the Romans and Greeks. Some trade was carried on directly: Phoenicians, for example, regularly stopped off in Cornwall to buy tin.

				Archaeologists can trace this sort of contact by seeing what remains turn up. Hundreds of Roman wine jars, dating from before the Roman conquest, for example, have turned up in the land of the Trinovantes, in East Anglia. Interestingly, no such jars have been found in Iceni territory, which is just next door. Based on this evidence, it looks as if the Trinovantes were very open to a Roman tipple, but the Iceni – for whatever reason – didn’t want anything to do with it. The Iceni may have been teetotalers, or they may have distrusted the Romans (maybe the Romans selling liquor was a bit like the Victorians plying the Chinese with opium or the Americans selling ‘fire water’ on the Frontier).

				In addition, pottery and jewellery from all over the continent have been found at sites in Britain, and we know something about how the Britons paid for these items because we’ve found a lot of their coins. Sometimes coins turn up with lots of other artefacts; other times, a lucky archaeologist digs up a real treasure trove: A hoard of coins buried for safe-keeping. Either the original owner got killed, or the skies of Iron Age Britain were filled with angry wives shouting ‘What do you mean you can’t remember where you hid it? Think!’

				All these bits of pottery and jewellery show that the tribes in the South East kept in close touch with their cross-Channel neighbours, especially after those neighbours fell to the Romans. In fact, the Romans seem to have regarded some of the Britons, like the Cantiaci of Kent, as virtually Romanised even before they landed. Which isn’t surprising, because, although the Britons couldn’t match the Romans for buildings or roads, their social structure wasn’t all that different.

				A touch of class

				An Iron Age tribe wasn’t just a bunch of people in a village with a chief, oh no. These people had class – four classes, to be precise:

				The nobles: This group included the King (or Queen – a number of British tribes were led by women) and other highly respected people like warriors, Druids, poets, and historians, and quite right too.

				[image: frompasttopresent.eps] Among the Gaels of Ireland a tribal chief was called a toisech, which is where we get the word taoiseach for the Irish prime minister.

				The middle class: This group was made up of farmers, craftsmen, and merchants. These people paid rent to the nobles.

				The working class: These people did all the chores. Iron Age tribes may not have had a permanent working class: They may have used children for things like shepherding or washing up and older people for heavier jobs like harvesting or mining (though it sounds a bit dicey to rely for your supply of iron on the most clapped-out people of the tribe).

				The slave class: Slaves, who were usually criminals or prisoners of war, were known as mug, which sounds about right.

				Bring me my chariot, and fire!

				The Britons knew how to fight. Even Julius Caesar allowed them that. He also said they spent a lot of time fighting each other, which is why the Romans were able to defeat them. With all those hill forts and weapons around, this probably looks about right, though archaeologists now think a lot of those weapons were more for show and not all of the hill forts were built for fighting. (Just when you thought everything looked clear, trust an archaeologist to come along and spoil it!)

				[image: frompasttopresent.eps] The Celts had a special group of elite fighters who guarded the tribal king. In Ireland they were called the Fianna or Fenians – much later on the Irish would use the name again when they were fighting against the British. The most famous of the Fenians was the legendary Finn MacCool, who stars in all the Celtic literature that got handed down in the oral tradition from generation to generation. Much later, someone started writing these stories down, and they may be the basis for the stories of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.

				But the Britons’ real secret weapon – and it seems to have been something peculiar to Britain – was the swift, light chariot, pulled by a couple of sturdy British ponies. Each chariot carried two men, one to drive, and the other to throw spears. The spear thrower could either throw the spear from the chariot or he could leap down and fight on foot, and then call up a chariot when he needed to get out in a hurry. Caesar was impressed. He wrote this in Book IV of Gallic Wars:

				By daily practice and exercise they reach such expertness that, even on a steep slope, they can check their horses at full speed, rein them in and turn them in an instant, and run along the pole and stand on the yoke, and then with the utmost speed get back in the chariot again.


				Hill-top des res

				You have to visit these Iron Age hill forts to get a real idea of just how vast they were. You can read about the early Britons building ramparts, but until you stand at the bottom of, say, Maiden Castle and look up at the sheer slope that towers above you, you can’t truly understand just what these people achieved. And that description’s just the view from the bottom level: Two more levels are above that.

				Knowing exactly how many of these hill forts were in Britain is difficult, because some of them almost certainly had Norman castles built on top of them later, but if Ireland is any guide, there must have been a lot. Over 30,000 Celtic ring forts and sites exist in Ireland: That’s a lot of ramparts. 

				Archaeologists say that, because some of these forts were so vast, they’d have been difficult to defend, they must have been built for something else; but no one knows what alternative purpose these huge ramparts could have served.

				But it is true that these hill forts weren’t really forts any more than a walled town in the Middle Ages was a castle. Hill forts were towns, cities even, with hundreds of families living inside them and large warehouses for trade. But the archaeologists do have a point: When it came to the crunch, these mighty hill forts fell to the Romans fairly easily.



				Hit the woad, Jack

				Everyone knows about woad, the blue dye made from the woad plant. Julius Caesar says the Britons were covered in great buckets of the stuff when he landed with his men, and the sight of these woad-covered men quite unnerved them. A bit later, Roman historian Pliny says that British women wore woad and nothing else when they went to be sacrificed – which, had the women been on the beach, would have unnerved Caesar’s men even more. This business about did they or didn’t they wear woad and, if they did, how much, is the sort of thing that we just have to rely on Roman eye-witnesses for. Unless, of course, an archaeologist unearths an ancient British woad-compact.

				[image: remember.eps] Finding tribes using war paint isn’t unusual, but the use of woad may not just have been for ritual purposes. Woad is a type of mustard plant that is supposed to help stop bleeding and heal wounds: Very useful in battle. Also, if the Britons did wear woad, they probably didn’t just splash it all over like blue emulsion: Much more likely is that they put it on in those rather nice swirling patterns they may or may not have got from La Tène (see the section ‘Looking for patterns’ earlier for info on the Le Tène connection).

				This Is NOT a Hoax: The Belgians Are Coming!

				Some time between 200 and 100 BC Britain really did get some invaders: But they weren’t Romans, they were Gauls. Some of the Parisi tribe had already left the banks of the Seine to settle in Humberside (not a very common exchange nowadays!) but these latest Gauls who started landing along the south coast were from the Belgae and the Atrebates, two of the most powerful nations of northern Gaul. Yes, folks, these were Belgians – and they weren’t sightseeing. They were after slaves, which they used to buy wine from the Romans (maybe the Iceni were right to steer clear of it; see the section ‘Trading places’ earlier in this chapter for details).

				After a few pillaging raids both invading tribes set up in the south, more or less in modern Hampshire. They stayed in close touch with their ‘parent’ tribes back in Gaul, so they knew all about Caesar launching his invasion of Gaul, and they seem to have sent some of their men over to help in the fight against him. That the Belgae and the Atrebates in Britain were sending reinforcements back home was one of the main reasons Caesar thought about crossing over to Britain and teaching the inhabitants a lesson. But after Caesar had conquered Gaul, these British Belgae and Atrebates became a sort of Roman fifth column within Britain. Caesar even put his own man, Commius, in charge of the Atrebates before he crossed over himself, and very useful to the Romans Commius proved to be. Head to Chapter 4 to see how this alliance turned out.

				More Blood, Vicar? Religion in the Iron Age

				Welcome to the weird and wonderful world of the Druids. Real Druids, not those characters who dress in sheets and blow rams’ horns at Stonehenge every summer solstice. The religion of the Britons was based on reverence for nature and their surroundings, and the Druids were its priesthood. These Druids were surprisingly learned: They probably knew how to read and write, and they certainly had a good grasp of mathematics. They knew something of medicine and law, and could trace the stars and the planets. Druids even had a sort of holy headquarters on the Isle of Anglesey.

				Druids also had immense power. They could tell everyone what to do, even kings and chiefs. They shut themselves away in sacred groves, offered up sacred mistletoe, and led all the sacred rituals the tribe needed to get through another year. They could read the future in the flight of birds, and could weave dark and terrible magic. Above all, they knew when to offer the gods blood and (Druid opens envelope, whole tribe holds its breath) whose blood it should be.

				Ye gods!

				Rather a lot of gods existed in Iron Age Britain: Over 400 in fact. Most of them were local, and historians still dispute over which ones are genuine and which ones were made up later. Some of these gods went on to become Christian figures – the Irish goddess Birgit, for example, may have become St Brigid, one of the patron saints of Ireland. 


				Trust me, I’m a bishop

				Geoffrey of Monmouth was a Welsh writer and chronicler who lived in the twelfth century and ended his days as Bishop of St Asaph in Wales (though by then he was living a very comfortable existence in Oxford and had no intention of leaving it to go and see St Asaph just because he’d been made bishop of it). Geoffrey decided the English and Welsh needed an epic history of their origins, like the Greeks and Romans with the story of Troy. Hardly anything was known about the history of the Celtic kings, but Geoff didn’t let that stop him. He wrote a History of the Kings of Britain, borrowing a bit from Bede, a bit from Gildas, and a smattering from other writers; the rest he just made up. He invented an entirely fictional Trojan called Brute who sailed north and became the father of the Britons. He included a King Lud, which rather confuses matters because some historians claim Lud was a genuine British god, who may have given his name to Ludgate in London and even to London itself. Read Geoffrey’s account and you’ll meet Shakespeare’s British kings, Cymbeline and Lear, as well as – inevitably – King Arthur. 



				As if all those gods (and many others) weren’t enough, the Britons also treated various animals as gods, including horses, bulls, deer, wild boar, and bears. Rivers and lakes were sacred, too, which is why the Druids kept making sacrifices to them.

				[image: frompasttopresent.eps] Little echoes of that belief in the sacredness of rivers and lakes are evidenced later on: All those statues of Father Thames, for example, and the legend of King Arthur getting Excalibur from the Lady of the Lake.

				Yes, all in all, Iron Age religion was enough to make anyone’s head swim, but if you have a headache, don’t, whatever you do, go and tell your local Druid. Druids are very, very interested in heads.

				Head cases

				The Druids believed in an afterlife and that, when a person died, the soul went from one world to another. They also believed that capturing someone’s soul gave you really powerful magic and that the soul was stored in the head. So Druids collected people’s heads, some of which they kept to use in rituals, and others that they offered up to the gods.

				The prize head in any collection was an enemy’s and horrified Romans came across Druid caves with heads strung up like French onions. They found huge collections of heads at Bredon in Shropshire and in Wookey Hole in Somerset. British warriors even rode around with severed heads tied to their saddles, hoping to get the benefit of the victim’s spirit: I suppose they thought it would give them a head start.

				Sacrificing humans

				One thing about the Britons that the Romans found really revolting was all that human sacrifice. The Druids triple-killed their human sacrifices, not just to make sure the sacrifice was dead but as three different ways into the afterlife. Archaeologists know this because of the bog bodies, all of which had been thrice killed (head to the section ‘Look what I found down the bog: Bodies’, earlier in this chapter, for more information). If you had any sense, you chose someone you could make do without: A lot of those bog bodies had little distortions of one sort or another. (Woad-covered virgins were very acceptable, too, if you could find one.)

				Take Lindow Man, for example, who turned up in 1984 in a peat marsh at Lindow in Cheshire. The archaeologists worked out how he died – head smashed in, strangled (he still had the leather garrotte tied tightly round his neck), and finally drowned. This description tallies with what Caesar says happened at ritual killings.

				The notion of sacrifice was done on the basis of exchange. If you wanted something from the gods, you offered them a sacrifice to appease and please them and maybe they would give you what you wanted. Then again, maybe they wouldn’t. Neither Lud nor Lug nor Teutatis nor St Brigid herself was able to predict, let alone prevent, the storm that was fast heading Britain’s way from Roman Gaul.
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Table 10-1

The Four Humours: No Laughing Matter

Humour Type Characteristics Element
Yellow bile Choleric Dry and hot Fire
Black bile Melancholy Dry and cold Earth
Phlegm Phlegmatic Cold and moist Water
Blood Sanguine Hot and moist Blood
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The 5th Wave By Rich Tennant

ORICETENNANT,

2 4

“Wait! That’s better! Now try leaning one of the stones
a little to the left!“
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The 5th Wave By Rich Tennant

In Avgust of 1939, Britich codebreakers
vecieve a stolen German cipher machine
called, "Enigma’ The machine was vsed to
send coded information between German

U-boate and 1and based command.
G RICHTENNANT

N

oLl Zlye ,
"We've pretty much deciphered how this
thing works. One thing—weve still having

trouble setting the bloody clock. Cant seem
to stop 1t from Showing ‘12:00" all the time!
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“So, James- still working on that improved steam
engine idea of yours I see.”
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