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An angel who might, for whatever reason, find itself in even a modestly sized bookstore just about anywhere in the world would perhaps be both pleased and amused at the renaissance of the last years in the appreciation, honor, and even reverence given to his celestial brethren by mortals. The glorious residents of the heavenly halls are found today in books, cards, posters, stationery, paintings, videos, jewelry, and even candles. Angel merchandise decorates homes throughout the Orient, Africa, Europe, and the Americas, and people of all faiths agree that at no time has the spiritual strength and concern of the angels for all of humankind been more needed than on the troubled planet of our own era.

The foremost modern expression of mortal concern with the angelic, however, is in the area of books. An angel (or human, for that matter) can find works on the timeless wisdom of angelic love, self-help tips encouraging the reader to become more like the angels, and philosophical and spiritual speculation on all aspects of the angelic nature. Many of these works are today considered classics in the field of angel studies, such as those by Sophy Burnham, Malcolm Godwin, Gustav Davidson, and John Ronner, with new angel books appearing every year. The angel might thus rightly ask why another book has been published about his kind at a time when it seems that nothing further could possibly be contributed to the subject.

Angels A to Z is, in fact, needed and timely and does, it is hoped, have something more to contribute to what has proven to be a near endlessly interesting field of study. This reference work is intended to permit the reader to find in one easy-to-use, handy reference volume a compendium of angel lore, traditions, imaginings, and speculation, from millennia distant to our own age. Such information is spread out in a host of volumes and studies, many now largely unobtainable or exceedingly difficult to find. This book additionally aspires to provide what its subtitle declares: a Who’s Who of the heavenly host.

In these pages the reader will find virtually every angel who has graced the earth with its wisdom or who has been said to have wandered the corridors of the heavenly mansions surrounding the throne of the Lord. A census compiled during the Middle Ages by a certain cardinal of Tusculum (a position of some importance in the medieval Church) estimated that there were some 399,920,004 angels in the cosmos. It is not the ambition of this book to provide coverage on all of these angels—as if their names were known anyway—but it does seek to offer complete, unusual, and interesting details, stories, legends, and traditions concerning angels from the beloved to the virtually unknown.

Beyond these angelic biographies, Angels A to Z offers, for the first time, coverage of every other aspect of angelology, including the incarnations of angels in art, literature, poetry, and film. Further, there are easy-to-consult sections on the main angelic attributes (their creation, gender, powers, etc.), angel wings, angels in the Bible, and the appearance of angels over the centuries. There are also the views on angels as expressed by the world’s major religions and cultures.

The current popularity of angels can be attributed to a number of reasons. There are those who derive enormous comfort from a simple certainty in the existence of angels. In this sense, angels stand as eternally vigilant guardians, helpers, and guides of humanity in times of darkest and most terrible need. Further, in a society in which organized religions are facing strife and challenge from within and without, angels are a powerful means of connecting with a spiritual existence without the need to adhere to a specific dogma or religious structure. Angel lore is today so much a part of the human consciousness less through one all-encompassing tradition or school of thought than through a mélange of peoples, creeds, and even literary and artistic customs. Angels are their own spiritual tradition, one that has undergone transformation and alteration by each generation “discovering” the heavenly host in all of its glory. Finally, and perhaps most important, throughout history one thought has proven powerfully constant and nearly universally accepted by Jewish writers, Christian saints, Muslim scholars, and followers of the New Age: The angel is one of the most beautiful expressions of the Concern of God for all of his creations, an idea beautifully expressed by Tobias Palmer in An Angel in My House: “The very presence of an angel is a communication. Even when an angel crosses our path in silence, God has said to us, ‘I am here. I am present in your life.’”

Implicit in the existence of the angel is the inseparable reality of what it does. As St. Augustine wrote: “Angels are spirits, but it is not because they are spirits that they are angels. They become angels when they are sent. For the name angel refers to their office, not their nature. You ask the name of this nature, it is spirit; you ask its office, it is that of an angel, which is a messenger.” Be it as a minister of comfort and solace to the suffering or desperate, as the bringer of joyous tidings of an impending birth, or as a feared and fearsome warrior of destruction, the angel engages in each moment of angelic activity upon the earth as the fulfillment of a vital part of its purpose and an affirmation to the mortal that there is another realm beyond our own. The name angel is itself in fact derived from the idea of messenger, first in the Hebrew malakh and then in the Greek angelos, and its most famous appearances in history have come as part of its delivering of some divine message or declaration.

This does not mean that angels are exclusively messengers. As spirits created by God, they are also servants, caretakers, and worshipers. They serve the purposes and needs of the Lord by fulfilling any and all tasks assigned to them (the duties bestowed being ever equal to their specific natures as expressed by their affiliation with one of the highly varied angelic choirs). According to many sources in angel lore, only the angels, archangels, and principalities ever have anything to do with humanity, so it stands to reason that the other six choirs would have their own jobs and obligations. One of the most significant caretaking tasks is that of maintaining order and beauty in the cosmos. Beyond even these awesome responsibilities is the one of greatest joy to the angels: that of circling the divine throne to sing in endless praise of God. An undertaking that might sound rather dull or pointless to many, this sharing in the celebration of the Lord is said to be the highest honor sought by angels and the one carried out with greatest skill by the seraphim, cherubim, and thrones, the three higher choirs who are the finest reflection of the divine essence. The music of the angels, described as the music of the spheres, is beyond human comprehension.

It is, of course, a matter of debate as to whether angels do actually exist. In the Middle Ages, when miracles and other supernatural happenings were thought to occur with astonishing regularity, angels were an accepted part of life, with the relics and saints. St. Francis was visited by one when he received the stigmata; Pope St. Gregory I beheld one over what came to be called Castel Sant’Angelo; and Thomas Aquinas, considered the most rational thinker of his age, was encouraged by them in his dreams. It was only in the time of the rationalists of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that angels were declared absurd or unlikely. Such a blithe dismissal would not last. Today, polls regularly find that a vast majority of the public firmly accepts belief in angels. Such polling confirms that contemporary angel interest is far more than a fleeting moment of spiritual excess in the otherwise irascible and ephemeral realm of pop culture.

Whether one embraces the so-called cult of angels or dismisses it as a mere flight of fancy, one indisputable benefit has been derived from their visits—real or imagined—to the earth. They are the inspiration for a stellar body of artists and literary giants: Giotto, Michelangelo, Titian, Dante, Milton, Blake, Fra Angelico, Dürer, Doré, Singer, Aquinas, Rossetti, and Shakespeare, to name but a few. It is their faith and labors on behalf of the angels, as much as the nine choirs themselves, that this book celebrates.
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ABADDON The angel of the bottomless pit, as named in the Hebrew; in Greek he is called Appolyon. Abaddon is named specifically in the Book of Revelation as the leader of the terrible locustlike beings sent from the abyss to torment the unbelievers. “As their leader, they had their own emperor, the Angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek Appolyon” (9:11). In the same sources (20), Abaddon binds Satan for a thousand years: “Then I saw an angel come down from heaven with the key of the Abyss in his hand and an enormous chain. He overpowered the dragon, that primeval serpent which is the devil and Satan, and chained him up for a thousand years. He hurled him into the Abyss and shut the entrance and sealed it over him, to make sure he would not lead the nations astray again until the thousand years had passed. At the end of that time he must be released, but only for a short while.” Other identifications of Abaddon in lore include him as an angel of death and a dark angel, or even as a demon, serving in the abyss, perhaps to be considered Satan himself. Another use of his name is to denote not an angel, but a place, synonymous with the abyss itself, or hell. The poet Milton, in his Paradise Regained, wrote: “In all her gates Abaddon rues, thy bold attempt.” In yet another source, The Greater Key of Solomon by the great occult scholar S. L. MacGregor Mathers, Abaddon was significantly powerful enough to be used by Moses as a means of invoking the terrible rain that descended upon Egypt. (See also Abyss, Angel of the, and Bottomless Pit, Angel of the.)
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Abaddon, the angel of the bottomless pit; from a woodcut by Albrecht Dürer.

[image: ] ABALIM The name used in the Hebrew for the corresponding choir of angels in Christian lore called the thrones. Abalim means “great angels.” They are also known as the arelim. (For other details see under Thrones.)

[image: ] ABATHAR MUZANIA An angel-like being found among the Mandaeans, a sect of Gnostics that flourished in the first to second centuries A.D. in modern-day Iraq. This angel is responsible in their lore for weighing the souls of the deceased to determine their worthiness. For this task he uses a set of scales. He is also called the angel of the North Star.

[image: ] ABBATON A traditionally useful name for conjurations and sum-monings, as noted in The Greater Key of Solomon (by S. L. MacGregor Mathers). Abbaton is supposedly a powerful angel of God himself, applied to the conjuring of demons and forcing them to perform various deeds.

[image: ] ABDALS A group of mysterious beings who figure in Islamic lore. Said to number seventy, the abdals (meaning “substitutes”) are known only to God and fulfill the essential task of permitting the world to continue in existence. Similar to the Just in Jewish lore, the abdals are spiritual (or perhaps angelic) caretakers of the earth. They are not immortal, however, and when one of them dies their number is kept constant by God, who secretly appoints a replacement.

[image: ] ABDIEL An important and valiant angel who plays a leading role in Milton’s Paradise Lost in standing firm against the call of Satan to the angels to revolt against God. A member of the angelic choir of the seraphim, Abdiel is described by Milton as the “flaming seraph.” His great moment comes during the first day of fighting in the war in heaven. He routs the rebellious fallen angels Ramiel, Arioch, and Ariel, and even Satan himself is driven back by the “mighty sword stroke” of the seraph. There has been some question over the years as to whether Abdiel has any roots in Jewish or Christian legend or lore or was merely a creation of Milton. The angel, in fact, was mentioned during the Middle Ages in the mystical Jewish work The Book of the Angel Raziel, traditionally attributed to Rabbi Eleazar of Worms. Abdiels name means “servant of God.” He was described by Milton as “unshak’n, unseduced.” (See also War in Heaven.)

[image: ] ABRACADABRA One of the most ancient of all charms, used to protect the user (or wearer, when adapted as an amulet) from disease, toothache, and spiritual assault. Meaning “I bless the dead,” Abracadabra was said to have originated in one of two ways. It was perhaps formed from the Hebrew declaration he brachah dabarah (“speak the blessing”) or from the Hebrew words Ab (Father), Ben (Son), and Ruch a Cadsch (Holy Spirit). Its association to angelology stems from its use in summoning an angel to provide assistance. When recited or chanted, it is spoken repeatedly, each repetition dropping the last letter until only the letter A remains. As an amulet, it is hung around the neck and tied with a linen thread, the words being written upon fine parchment:


ABRACADABRA
ABRACADABR
ABRACADAB
ABRACADA
ABRACAD
ABRACA
ABRAC
ABRA
ABR
AB
A



[image: ] ABRAHAM The honored and so-called Father of the Jewish People, one of the greatest patriarchs of the Old Testament, and a figure known in the Muslim faith as the “friend of God.” Abraham was also the recipient of several significant visitations by angels. While some have made the suggestion that the three visitors to his camp to announce the impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah were angels (named in some accounts as Michael, Gabriel, and Israfel), it is considered more likely that the three impressive men who stood before him were, in fact, the Lord, especially as in the Book of Genesis (18) the three always use the personal pronoun “I.” The visitors predict the birth of Abraham’s son, Isaac, an event that Abraham’s wife, Sarah, greets with total incredulity, even laughing out loud before realizing the grievous offense she had committed. There is a custom, however, that the birth of Isaac was prophesied by the great archangel Michael. The coming of Isaac was so remarkable because both Abraham and especially Sarah were considered far too old to bear children.
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Abraham is visited by the three mysterious strangers who announced the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; by Gustave Doré.

Abraham was tested in a most extreme fashion soon after the birth of Isaac. Instructed to take his son to Mount Moriah, Abraham was told to sacrifice his beloved son. Obedient to the will of the Lord, the patriarch prepared to put Isaac to death as a burnt offering. His hand was stayed by an angel, who expressed the Lord’s pleasure that he was so faithful but also enunciated the important teaching that there should be no taking of life in the name of the Lord.

Abraham is also connected to angel lore in several ways that go beyond Scripture. By custom, for example, he was even accompanied by his own special guardian or guiding angel. The name of this angel is given as Zadkiel, the angel appearing in Jewish lore as the master of mercy and compassion. It is thus Zadkiel who is thought in some sources to have stayed the hand of Abraham on Mount Moriah, although that act has also been attributed to Michael. In an even more interesting tradition, consistent often with the other great patriarchs of the Old Testament, Abraham was taken to heaven and, like Enoch and others, was transformed by the will of God into an angel. (See also Bible and Old Testament.)

[image: ] ABRAXAS In the teachings of the Gnostics, the name used for the Supreme Being, the source of the divine emanations through which all things were created. Included in the emanations are 365 spirits, thought to have their own heavens. Interestingly, the sum of number 365 is said to equal or correspond to the numerical value of the seven Greek letters used to spell “Abraxas.” These seven numbers also served as a mystery symbol of God; moreover, they were thought to be the basis of the magical incantation Abracadabra.

As Gnostic thinking developed, Abraxas became the creator and leader—or prince—of the aeons, the eternal beings or divine manifestations that emanated from God. Abraxas was ruler of their 365 heavens and helped to perform a kind of intermediary role between the Supreme Being and those who exist on the earth. The name Abraxas was thus not surprisingly used in charms and talismans and was intended to provide divine protection and blessing. (See also Aeon.)

[image: ] ABYSS, ANGEL OF THE The angel with authority over the nearly endlessly deep place, considered another name for hell and also termed the “Bottomless Pit.” The abyss is the abode of Satan and his legions of fallen angels; it is additionally the place to which the souls of the condemned are consigned for an eternity of punishment and torment. This angel, keeper of the keys of the abyss, is also called the angel of the bottomless pit, identified most often as Abaddon.

[image: ] ACCUSING ANGEL, THE The name given to the angel who “accuses” the sinner of the action; it is also applied to Satan, who, in the role of “the accuser,” tests all humanity in its faithfulness toward God. The most famous incident involving Satan as the accusing angel is recounted in the Old Testament tale of Job. It is also used as a name for Samael.

[image: ] ADABIEL According to the 1635 treatise on angels, The Hierarchy of Blessed Angels, by Thomas Heywood, Adabiel is one of the seven archangels, with authority over Jupiter or Mars. It is thought that his name might be a version or variation of Abdiel.

[image: ] ADAM AND EVE The first human family, who resided in Paradise, the Garden of Eden, until their expulsion following the eating of the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge. Adam is considered in three senses: a personal name (Adam himself), an individual who bears within himself the attributes of all humanity, and humanity itself. Adam, as the first man, was supposedly created by God out of the dust or dirt of the earth. According to legend, his creation came about when the Lord dispatched the angels Gabriel, Michael, and Israfel to gather earth from different depths. They were unable, however, to complete their task because the earth itself would not give up its dirt, as it predicted that humanity would turn against the Lord, and it preferred to avoid the unpleasant experience altogether. Disappointed in the failure of his trusty lieutenants, God chose a new angel, Azrael, to fulfill the task. More determined, Azrael dragged the dirt out of the earth’s grasp and brought it to the Lord. As a reward, Azrael was made the angel of death. The fact that he gathered soil from all over the world and of differing colors is used to explain the variety of colors and peoples who subsequently populated the globe.

Adam would have dealings with the angels—both righteous and fallen—in the time following his first appearance, but the very prospect of his creation also is traditionally thought to have had the most far-reaching consequences in heaven. Many angels, including Satan (also called Iblis in the Islamic custom and incorrectly named Lucifer in later accounts), were adamantly opposed to the rise of humanity. In the case of Satan, he refused to follow the command of the Lord that all angels should bow down before man. As the Qur’an (Koran) noted: “And when We said to the angels, Be submissive to Adam, they submitted, but Iblis [did not]. He refused and was proud, and he was one of the disbelievers” (surah 2:34). There supposedly followed the war in heaven, so beautifully presented in Milton’s Paradise Lost as the heavenly host was divided over the question of humanity. The angels supporting Satan were ejected from heaven and fell, becoming the inhabitants of a hell of their own creation by their pride and disobedience.

Satan would attain some measure of revenge upon Adam and his wife, Eve, however, for he tempted the first couple to consume the forbidden fruit and so caused the great breach between God and humanity, sin. After many years of bliss, in which Adam and Eve apparently walked with God in the garden and in the company of the angels, Paradise was suddenly denied them. They were expelled by an angry cherubim at the order of the Lord, their expulsion beginning the story of humanity on the earth. A mighty cherubim, his burning sword facing in all directions, stands guard at the entrance of Eden to prevent any from approaching the tree of life. As for Adam and Eve, they would go forth and, as the legends declare, beget humanity, the story of their family and descendants detailed in much of the Old Testament. In some tales Adam was taken to heaven after his death, but others declare that he went to Sheol to await the coming of the Messiah with the other figures of the Old Testament; he was thus taken to heaven by Christ after the savior’s descent into hell and the freeing of all who had anticipated his arrival. A rather touching tale has the grave of Adam dug by the angels Gabriel, Michael, Uriel, and Raphael, who lovingly returned him to the earth from which he had come. (See also Eden, Garden of.)

[image: ] ADIMUS An angel who was long venerated by the Christian Church, but in 745 was included in a list of angelic servants declared by Church officials to be henceforth ineligible for honor by the faithful. The cause of this decision was the paucity of scriptural evidence for his existence and works. He was one of a number of angels, including the famed Uriel, who were removed from the angels to be venerated, the decision formally undertaken by a Council of Rome.

[image: ] ADIRIRION An angel found in Jewish mystical traditions. Adiririon is a powerful servant of the Lord, ranked as a chief among the angelic orders. His name, however, is also connected with the name of God, and it was used on amulets as a preventive for the evil eye.

[image: ] ADOIL An angel-like being mentioned in the apocryphal Second Book of Enoch. Adoil was actually a kind of explosive emanation or spiritual essence created by God. Out of this unique being God brought into existence all material things in the world: “And I commanded the lowest things: ‘Let one of the invisible things descend visibly!’ And Adoil descended, extremely large. And I looked at him, and behold, in his belly he had a great light. And I said to him, ‘Disintegrate yourself, Adoil, and let what is born from you become visible.’ And he disintegrated himself, and there came out a very great light. And I was in the midst of the great light. And light out of light is carried thus. And the great age came out, and it revealed all the creation which I had brought up to create. And I saw how good it was.”

[image: ] ADONAI The term or name used since an early time by the Hebrews as a substitute for the sacred name of God, Jehovah (Yahweh), which was ineffable and incommunicable. Adonai was thus read or recited silently when it appeared in sacred texts. A Hebrew plural for the word adon or lord, Adonai additionally substituted the tetragrammaton, the four letters (JHVH, JHWH, YHVH, etc.) routinely used for the word of God. In most translations of the Bible, Adonai is expressed as Lord. It also denoted a group of angels, especially in the tradition of Gnosticism, the heretical Christian sect of the first centuries A.D. (See also Elohim.)

[image: ] AEON In the original Greek sense, a great period of time, normally considered infinite or indefinite; over time, aeon became associated in the teachings of Gnosticism with an order of spirits or angelic beings who exist eternally and are emanations of the Godhead. According to Gnostic thought, there was a first aeon who emanated from God and from which the next aeon was said to have been emanated. In this sense each aeon used part of its own divine power or essence to emanate other aeons, each successive generation possessing less power and divine essence because the aeons from which they were born also possessed less essence than the one before them. As there was less of the divine in each successive aeon, there was a greater risk of error or mistake. This propensity for failing gave the Gnostics their means of explaining the creation of the flawed and sin-filled material universe.

Some Gnostics taught that the head of the aeons, their prince or ruler, was Abraxas (or Abraxis). There were also to be found two important aeons: Pistis Sophia, the female personification or embodiment of wisdom, and Dynamis, the male personification of power. The exact number of aeons is varying, but the most common number given is 365. The prevalence of acceptance of the aeons as spiritual beings to be respected is attested by the fact that many authorities in the centuries prior to the sixth century A.D. placed them on a par with the sefira (see Sefiroth) and also counted them as one of the ten (or more) acknowledged orders or choirs of angels. They were subsequently dropped after the standardization of the orders by the sixth-century theologian Dionysius the Areopagite. (See also Archons.)

[image: ] AHIAH A half angel mentioned in the famed collection by Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews. Ahiah is the son of fallen angel Semyaza, the onetime seraph who descended to the earth and cohabited with a human woman. (See also Semyaza.)

[image: ] AHURA MAZDA The supreme deity of the Zoroastrian religion, which prospered in the Persian empire and the regions of the ancient Near East and was propagated by the prophet Zoroaster in the seventh to sixth centuries B.C. After spreading throughout Persia, the belief in Ahura Mazda was able to reach its zenith under the Persian king Darius I (r. 522–486 B.C.), who commanded that his subjects should worship the great god. In the teachings of early Zoroastrianism, Ahura Mazda was the creator of all things. This theology changed over succeeding generations so that the deity became the prime figure of goodness, compared with the equally eternal figure of evil. The two were forever locked in struggle, their main place of conflict the earth. In still later thinking, Ahura Mazda was known as Ormazd and was the twin brother of Ahriman. The sons of Zurvan (equated with Time), they do battle in epochs until the final triumph of Ahura Mazda at the end of time. In the early Zoroastrian cosmology, Ahura Mazda was the progenitor of two great spirits, Spenta Mainyu and Angra Mainyu—the former a spirit of light and goodness, the latter one of darkness and evil. He was later aided by six attendant spirits, the amesha spentas, who are considered the Zoroastrian equivalent of the archangels. (See also Amesha Spentas and Zoroastrianism.)

[image: ] AKATHRIELAH YELOD SABAOTH In Jewish lore, a truly powerful angelic being, so formidable that his name (meaning “Akathrielah, lord of hosts”) was used for God. His place in the heavenly order is to stand above the other angels in judgment. He was seen by the famed rabbi Eliosha ben Abuya when the latter was granted the great honor of actually visiting heaven while still alive on earth. Abuya gave a description of Akathrielah as standing at the very entrance of paradise.

[image: ] AKHAZRIEL An angel mentioned in Louis Ginzberg’s The Legends of the Jews. Akhazriel is ranked, as his name decrees, as the “herald of God,” and he is used by the Lord to give declarations and divine pronouncements. Thus he was dispatched to inform Moses, the great Lawgiver, that Moses’ prayer to have a longer time was not to be granted; Moses’ death had been declared as arriving, and Akhazriel was charged with telling him that. (See also Moses.)

[image: ] AL-ZABAMIYAH A group of nineteen angels who were mentioned in the Qur’an. Their task is to act as divine guards in the Islamic view of hell. Ambriel, an angel with a varied portfolio, is ranked as a prince in the choir of thrones. Among his other major positions are head of the zodiacal sign of Gemini and the patron angel of the month of May. Ambriel also appears in the Qabalistic tradition of the Jews.

[image: ] AMESHA SPENTAS Called also the amshaspendas, the amesha spentas were the holy immortals, the six or seven spirits created by the great god Ahura Mazda in the Zoroastrian religion to assist him in the ordering of the universe. The amesha spentas are equated with the archangels of later understanding and are said to serve the Supreme Deity as virtually attendant deities. They were given various qualities and ultimately received exceedingly personalized attributes: truth (Vohu Manah); immortality (Ameretat); salvation (Haurvatat); desirable realm or dominion (Ksathiara); highest righteousness (Asha Vahista); and pious devotion (Spenta Aramiti). It can be said that the amesha spentas emanated (were emanations of) Ahura Mazda and reflected his most magnificent traits. Each amesha spenta, however, also had a diametrically opposite and equivalent archangel or spirit of evil. These seven evil attributes eventually came to represent the famous seven deadly sins, while the amesha spentas served as the foundation of the seven virtues. (See also Ahura Mazda and Zoroastrianism.)

[image: ] AMITIAL See Truth, Angel of the.

[image: ] ANABONA An angel listed in the famous occult work The Greater Key of Solomon, by S. L. MacGregor Mathers. He is described as the angel by whom (or through whom) God created the world. According to Hebrew legend, the name Anabona was heard by Moses when the Lawgiver was given the Ten Commandments.

[image: ] ANAEL See under Haniel

[image: ] ANAFIEL Also called Anaphiel, he is the leader of the eight superior angels of the Merkabah, the mystical Jewish conception of ascending heavens. In this role, Anafiel has the high honorific role of serving as chief bearer of the seal and the keeper of the key to heaven’s halls. According to the Third Book of Enoch, it was this angel who carried the great patriarch Enoch to heaven, where the latter was turned into the all-powerful angel Metatron. In a testament to Anafiel’s own authority, however, Jewish legend tells of his performing the unpleasant task of punishing Metatron for some transgression; he whipped Metatron sixty times with tongues of fire. He is described in the Book of Enoch as “the honored, glorified, beloved, wonderful, terrible, and dreadful Prince.”

[image: ] ANAHITA A female angel found in Zoroastrian teachings, the ancient religion of Persia, Anahita is ranked high among the angelic beings.

[image: ] ANAKIM The name given to the children born out of the union of mortal women with the fallen angels who had descended to earth. The Book of Genesis records that the angels (called here “the sons of God”) “looking at the women, saw how beautiful they were and married as many of them as they chose” (6:1–2). The result of these marriages were the anakim. Derived from the Hebrew word anak, meaning giants, and also called the nephilim, these giants were said to be so tall that they literally touched the sun. Described in Genesis as “men of renown,” the giants were actually mortal, existing without the benefits of any divine blood, inheriting none of the angelic attributes of their fathers. Among the angels listed as the sires of the anakim are Semyaza, Azza, and Azael. (See also Nephilim.)

[image: ] ANGEL (Choir) The ninth and final order of angels according to the organization of the celestial hierarchy as created by the sixth-century theologian Dionysius the Areopagite; the angels belong to the third and final triad of choirs, with the archangels and principalities, the primary focus of their existence being the caretakership of humanity and the world. While the lowest ranked of all angelic beings—if one accepts the idea of a regulated angelic organization—angels are nevertheless members of the heavenly host and thus possess the profound and beautiful attributes given to them by their Creator. They are beings of pure spirituality and exist to fulfill the tasks given to them by God. Chief among these are to act as messengers of the Lord to the earth and guardians of the human soul.

The angel is thus the member of the heavenly host closest to humanity in its labors and concerns. The guardian angel, for example, the angelic being supposedly assigned not only to every living soul, but to places, churches, and even nations, is chosen from among the ranks of the ninth choir. Further, the angels are the heavenly residents who are most often mentioned in the Old Testament as making direct interventions upon the earth, be it to rescue Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace; bring manna to Elijah; or speak to Abraham, Moses, and a host of other prophets and patriarchs. They also regularly appeared in the New Testament, proclaiming the birth of Christ, warning Joseph to flee from the wrath and evil of King Herod (and to return to Palestine after Herod died), and rescuing St. Peter from prison. Angels have also been seen throughout much of subsequent history by assorted saints—they used to help St. Zita in her kitchen chores, and a guardian angel was visible to Gemma Galgani—and to ordinary men, women, and children, touching their lives with an impact that is often inexpressible in mundane human terms.

[image: ]

An angel from Paradise Lost; by Gustave Doré.

It is precisely with the human, however, that the members of the ninth choir are most often concerned, but their specific mission on the earth is quite varied, depending upon the desire of the Lord. The word angel is derived from the Greek angelos and the Hebrew mal’akh (or malak), both meaning “messenger.” Thus, one of the central tasks of the angel is to act as a messenger of the Lord. They might deliver joyous news, such as the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, or word of impending destruction and woe, such as the three mysterious visitors to Abraham who foretold the obliteration of Sodom and Gomorrah. Angels also carry out God’s justice and fight against evil in the world. They do this through both physical and spiritual means. In the realm of the senses, they act, as St. Thomas Aquinas put it, upon the imagination to encourage the mortal from sin, further giving strength (when possible) to the soul to overcome temptation or to seek penance when some sin has been committed. Quite spectacular have been the physical or material appearances of the angels, visitations that give some expression to the incomprehensible strength and power granted them by God: one angel destroyed an entire Assyrian army, and another wiped out seventy thousand Israelites to punish David for his pride. Far more subtle are angelic appearances, called angelophanies, touched upon earlier, namely the granting of help and assistance to simple good souls most in need of aid. Such incarnations, like the archangel Raphael in the Book of Tobit, are totally without the recognition of the mortal that the person who has shown up at some moment of crisis or danger is actually a resident of heaven. (See Angelophany.) Angels also observe all of human history, perhaps recording every human act to provide a clear statement of the development of each soul at the time of its judgment in the next world and laboring behind the scenes of human affairs to direct the world’s evolution and progress toward peace and spiritual enlightenment. In this they oppose the efforts of evil to sow chaos, discord, and war. Finally, they are said to appear to many individuals at the approach of death, offering encouragement and solace as the soul begins its journey into the new life beyond the world.

In heaven angels provide valuable service, in proper fulfillment of their natures as purely spiritual beings and the will of the Creator. As beings who, ages ago, chose and embraced the love of God, angels partake in the blessed and pure light of the Lord. They ask nothing more than the incomparable honor of giving worship to their Maker, a beloved duty for all angels regardless of their place in the celestial hierarchy. They give thanks to God for their creation and the bringing into existence of the world and the cosmos, and they reportedly fill the heavens with joy every time another soul has achieved salvation. While ranked last of the nine choirs and hence the least perfect of all angels, according to Thomas Aquinas, angels nevertheless have a vital role to play in maintaining the heavenly order and the equilibrium of all the universe. They possess a full share in God’s love and grace and are completely content with their place in heaven. This was expressed in Dante’s Divine Comedy when the poet inquires of Piccarda in Paradiso (Canto III): “Long ye for a higher place, More to behold, and more in love to dwell?” She and other spirits only smile gently and reply:


… If we should wish to be exalted more,
Then must our wishes jar with the high will
Of him, who sets us here …
Rather it is inherent in this state
Of blessedness, to keep ourselves within
The divine will, by which our wills with his
Are one. So that as we, from step to step,
Are placed throughout this kingdom, pleases all,
Even as our King, who in us plants his will;
And in his will is our tranquility:
It is the mighty ocean, whither tends
Whate’er creates and nature makes.



Dante proclaims his understanding by observing:


Then I saw clearly how each spot in heaven
Is Paradise, though with like gracious dew
The supreme virtue shower not over all



The choir of angels is said to be headed by several angels, including Adnachiel and Chayyliel, but the most well-known is Gabriel. (For more information on the nature and existence of angels, see Choirs and Guardian Angel.)

[image: ] ANGEL OF THE ABYSS See Abyss, Angel of the; see also Abaddon and Bottomless Pit, Angel of the.

[image: ] ANGEL OF DEATH See Azrael and Death, Angel of.

[image: ] ANGEL OF THE LORD See Lord, Angel of the.

[image: ] ANGEL WRAPPED IN A CLOUD A “mighty angel” described by St. John in the Book of Revelation. This unnamed angel came down from heaven “wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He had a little scroll opened in his hand.” The scroll he would later give to John, commanding him to eat it. The writer found it “sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. And I was told, ‘You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and tongues and kings’” (10:1–2, 10–11).

[image: ] ANGELIC DOCTOR The title given to St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274) in honor of his enormous achievements in theology and especially his writings on angels. (See Thomas Aquinas, St., for details.)

[image: ] ANGELOLATRY The improper veneration or even worship of angels. Angelolatry is a kind of exaggerated belief and reverence of angels and is condemned by the Catholic Church, for such worship is due exclusively to God. In the early Christian Church, there was considerable discussion and, at times, confusion over the proper way of honoring the angelic servants of the Lord. Some felt it was entirely appropriate to honor them, but others felt it smacked of idolatry, a charge to which the Church was exceedingly sensitive in its first centuries, struggling as it was with the forces of paganism. Gradually, however, the revering of angels was permitted, leading to the extensive listings of angels and angelic choirs by such writers and theologians as Dionysius the Areopagite. By the eighth century, however, Church officials felt that the speculation was increasingly excessive, so in 745 a council of leaders was convened in Rome. Here a group of angels was removed from the list of angels to whom it was proper to give veneration (Adimus, Tubuas Raguel, Sabaoth, Simiel, Inias, and Uriel). The modern Church, particularly since Vatican Council II (1962–65), has deemphasized the place of angels, and today angelolatry is not a common problem faced by the Church, although some critics of the New Age movement warn against an understandable obsession with angelic intervention. (See also Rome, Council of.)

[image: ] ANGELOLOGY The broad term given for the study of angels and all things pertaining to the angelic and the celestial hierarchy. It can be said that angelology began at the earliest time when humans first wondered about the nature and attributes of angels, or whatever name they gave to divine messengers or emissaries of heaven. The Bible was subsequently one of the main sources for the study of angels, with its many references to the angelic, although only two angels were actually named in the Jewish Old Testament, Michael and Gabriel, with a third angel, Raphael, named in the Book of Tobit. More angels were mentioned in the New Testament, especially so in the Book of Revelation, where angels play a leading part in the events of the Last Judgment. Beyond the Bible, there is a host of so-called apocryphal and pseudepigraphical writings that were not accepted into the canonical writings of the Bible, either by the Jewish faith or by the Christian. These works, such as the Books of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, and numerous Gospels, often contain extensive details about angels and their place in the heavens. While they are not accepted as writings of revealed faith, such compendiums of lore remain some of the most interesting sources for the supposed characteristics, attributes, and hierarchy of the angels.

The golden age of angelology was during the Middle Ages, specifically in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, when Christian scholars, members of the intense intellectual movement called Scholasticism, gave much thought to the place of angels in God’s Creation, their functions and attributes, and the organization of the entire heavenly host. Much of their research was based on the work of earlier writers, such as the sixth-century Dionysius the Areopagite (or Pseudo-Dionysius), who is credited with designing the generally accepted organization of the angelic choirs. The foremost angelologist, perhaps of all time, was St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274), who devoted a part of his mammoth theological work Summa Theologica to angels. (See Thomas Aquinas, St.)

In the era of the Renaissance and the subsequent Enlightenment, angels fell out of favor as objects of serious study; nevertheless, they remained potent and favorite subjects of art and literature, reaching their literary zenith in Paradise Lost (1667) by John Milton, a work ranked with Dante’s Divine Comedy as one of the foremost sources for the angelic. In modern times the angel has undergone a truly remarkable rebirth, standing as one of society’s great expressions of the divine, the spiritual, and the endless possibilities of the transformation of the soul with the help and encouragement of the entire realm of the sacred. Spearheading the flowering of contemporary angelology have been the works of such eminent writers as Mortimer Adler, Gustav Davidson, Sophy Burnham, and Terry Lynn Taylor.

[image: ] ANGELOPHANY The technical term used for the visit or visitation by an angel. The name implies the intensely mystical and religious significance of any appearance by angelic beings. Angelophanies have been reported throughout human history, ranging from the famous interventions of the Old Testament to the involvement of angels in the affairs of later mortals, to the sudden arrival of the heavenly messenger into the lives of seemingly ordinary men, women, and children. Among the host of historical examples are St. Joan of Arc (d. 1431) and Pope St. Gregory the Great (r. 590–604). Joan was supposedly guided by the archangel Michael in her brilliant campaigns against the English during the Hundred Years’ War (1337–1455), and her hearing the voice of the angelic played a major role in securing her condemnation by the English in 1431 and her being burned at the stake for heresy and witchcraft. Pope Gregory the Great also had dealings with St. Michael, beholding the angel descending upon the mausoleum of Emperor Hadrian during a plague in Rome. He took the vision to mean that the plague would stop—which it did—and so renamed the mausoleum the Castel Sant’Angelo in St. Michael’s honor, the Castle of the Holy Angel.

As is clear from these two events, the angelophany rarely leaves the recipient unchanged or unaffected. These examples are also among the better known. Many angelophanies occur to individuals or saints who never report them to anyone or who are not believed. There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of such angelic visitations throughout the world, with only a few recognized as a celestial foray or actually noted, recorded, and made public. Such are the claimed numbers of angelophanies that entire books have been written on the subject and organizations devoted to their study.

In Christian custom, it has been declared that there are ways of telling whether a possible angelic visit is truly by a heavenly being or by an infernal one. One supposedly surefire method is the sensation one has during and after the incident. Should one be at great ease during the visit and then sick at heart or ill afterward, it is said that the visitor was a denizen of the territory of the fiend; if one is stricken with a mixture of awe, terror, and dread during the event and great peace or even joy afterward, the guest was probably angelic. There is, of course, to be remembered the lesson learned by Abraham in the Book of Genesis, when he was visited by three travelers (angels or perhaps God himself). Often one may be asked for help by a stranger; the supplicant may be a human in distress or it may be an angel in disguise, the angelophany hidden from mortal eyes, but not from the angel or its Master.

[image: ] ANGELUS A popular prayer recited in honor of the Annunciation of the angel Gabriel to the blessed Virgin Mary that she would bear the child Jesus. In Catholic practice, the Angelus is recited at 6 A.M., noon, and 6 P.M. Its common name is derived from the first word of the opening line, in the original Latin: Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariam (“The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary”). The prayer is as follows:


The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
And she conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit (Hail Mary).
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Let it be done to me according to your word (Hail Mary).
And the word was made flesh.
And dwelled among us. (Hail Mary).
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
That we may be made ready of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray.
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your
grace into our hearts; that we, to whom
the Incarnation of Christ your son was
made known by the message of an angel, may
by His passion and cross,
    be brought to the
glory of His Resurrection;
    through the same
Christ Our Lord. Amen.



[image: ] ANNUNCIATION, ANGEL OF THE The traditional title given to the archangel Gabriel in his role as messenger of God to the Virgin Mary to announce the incarnation of Christ. As was recorded in the Gospel of Luke (1:26–31): “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel visited in the city of Galilee named Nazareth, a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!’ But she was greatly troubled at the saying and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.’” Gabriel also prophesied the conception of St. John the Baptist by Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth, declaring, “For with God nothing will be impossible.” (See also Gabriel.) The Annunciation—and hence Gabriel—has been the subject of artists throughout the ages, including Tintoretto, Fra Angelico, Leonardo da Vinci, and El Greco.

[image: ]

The archangel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary the coming of Christ; from The Annunciation by Christus Petrus, Gemaeldegalerie, Staatliche Museen, Berlin
(COURTESY ART RESOURCE).

[image: ] APOCALYPSE See Revelation, Book of

[image: ] APOCALYPSE, ANGEL OF THE The title given to a number of angels and even several historical figures. The angel of the apocalypse is looked upon as an angel who brings tidings of the impending end of the world and imminent judgment of the human race. Among the angels who are suggested in this role are Michael, Gabriel, Orifiel, Raphael, and Haniel. Two saints, much revered, can also lay claim to the honor. The first is St. Francis of Assisi (d. 1226), one of the very rare figures in Christian history who is considered in legend as having been taken to heaven and transformed into an angel following his death. The other is St. Vincent Ferrer (d. 1419), a renowned Spanish preacher who was said to possess the ability to predict coming events (he once prophesied the arrival of grain ships in a city when they were desperately needed); St. Vincent also regularly called upon his listeners to repent everywhere he journeyed across Christendom.

[image: ] APOCRYPHA The broad title given to those writings that were initially included in the Greek version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) but were later excluded by the non-Hellenic Jews from their accepted books of the Old Testament. These writings were largely adopted into the canonical (or accepted) books of the Christian Old Testament but were later removed by Protestant leaders during the Reformation and the organization of their own Bible. Apocryphal literature, however, is also found among the Jews and the Christians with great bodies of works that were, for various reasons, rejected by the leaders of the faiths as unauthentic or holding theological positions that were contrary to those of the established teachings. In Christianity, for example, a large number of texts were unacceptable because they espoused the teachings or were influenced by the heretical movement of Gnosticism, which was quite contrary to existing doctrine.

While not included in the sacred texts, many apocryphal writings (and so-called pseudepigraphical works—texts written in a style of canonical books and supposedly authored or named after some biblical figure) make for fascinating reading and very often include extensive details about angels. Among the most famous angelologies are the Books of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, and the Gospel of St. Bartholomew.

[image: ] APOLLION Another name for the angel Abaddon, the angel of the bottomless pit.

[image: ] APPEARANCE, ANGELIC.


APPEARANCE OF
ANGELS
[image: ]

Largely through the brilliant and imaginative creations of artists over the ages, angels are today easily described by young and old alike. Some are said to be beautiful beings (of often nonspecific gender), with wings of pure white feathers; they are dressed in white, perhaps with cords of gold, or gleaming armor; they carry harps, other musical instruments, or fiery swords; and they have lovely halos or auras of the brightest golden hue. Other angels are delightful little cherubs, chubby childlike beings with tiny wings, circling figures of the Madonna and baby Jesus; they are more reminiscent of Cupid than the fell beings who destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.

While immediately recognizable, such common visions of the angel are only partly supported by Scripture and the personal experiences of those fortunate souls who have actually met members of the heavenly host, and the idea of the cherub is actually entirely the work of artists. Angels appear in the Bible and in apocryphal writings such as the Books of Enoch in shapes and sizes that are radically different from anything the average person could conceive. There are, for example, the powerful images of Ezekiel’s cherubim as they manifested themselves at the river Chebar in the Old Testament (see Cherubim for details), the thrones in the same account, and the dread angels of the Book of Revelations in the New Testament. Even more striking are the descriptions of the angelic princes of heaven in the Books of Enoch. These angels stand as tall as the heavens, send out lightning with their every look, and shine with a light that is unapproachable even by the other, lower angelic ranks. The great angel Metatron, for example, is covered with 365,000 eyes and 36 pairs of wings, and every fiber of his being, every hair, organ, and limb, is a living, pure flame.

In stark contrast, but still to be considered, are the forms taken by angels when visiting the world of mortals. As empowered by the Lord to accomplish some task, angels can take any shape or visage. But the most common is that of a simple man, woman, or child. In this disguise, angels are able to move among humanity and go about their work largely unnoticed. Once their task is accomplished they disappear, leaving not a trace of their presence beyond the memories of those involved and the fruits of their charity: hope, joy, renewed strength, and health.



[image: ] APUTEL An angel greatly respected by the Hebrews. The priests who entered the “holy of holies” in the tabernacle of the Great Temple of Jerusalem wore a plaque on their breasts that bore his name. By using his name, a trained and powerful sorcerer was reputed to be able to raise the dead.

[image: ] ARAQIEL Also called Arkiel and Saraquael, an angel mentioned in the First Book of Enoch as being ranked among the infamous two hundred fallen angels who taught humanity certain kinds of knowledge. Although arrayed with the evil angels in this account, Araqiel is also considered a good angel in other sources, such as the Sibylline Oracles. For example, he is credited in some accounts as one of the angels who carry the souls of deceased persons to heaven and before the throne of God for judgment.

[image: ] ARARIEL An angel of the waters, Arariel was recognized as having authority over the oceans, and as such he was asked for help by fishermen in catching fish large enough to tell a tale. There is also a tradition that Arariel would cure stupidity.

[image: ] ARCHANGEL (Choir) One of the accepted choirs of angels as established by the sixth-century theologian Dionysius the Areopagite; the archangels are ranked eighth in the nine choirs, above angels and below principalities. In the division of the angelic hierarchy into three triads of three choirs each, the archangels belong to the third and lowest triad (with angels and principalities). The chiefs of the choir are given as Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Metatron, Barachiel, and Barbiel, although of them Michael is most commonly mentioned as leader. The archangels are perhaps the most confusing of the angelic orders, for aside from being a distinct part of the heavenly host, their name is used frequently for virtually every angelic being superior to the ordinary (if one can call them that) angels—in the sense of members of the ninth choir. This peculiar situation is exacerbated by the long-standing tradition declaring archangel Michael the captain of the host of the Lord, technically meaning that a member of the second-lowest choir in all of heaven is superior in rank even to the mighty seraphim. The roots of this dilemma may be traced to the development of angelology in Jewish lore and during the Middle Ages. In the initial understanding of angels, there were only two ranks, angels and archangels. Over time, however, they were joined by the other orders, such as the cherubim and thrones, until an entire hierarchy of blessed spirits had been formulated by scholars and writers. In Christian times the archangels, because of their close association with humanity, were placed on the lower level of the angelic lists. Thus, with such angels as Gabriel, Raphael, and Michael named as archangels, they were simply grouped with their fellow members, regardless of their obvious and attested importance in heaven. It is possible to argue additionally that archangels are given the full task of leading the host of heaven anytime it sets off to do battle with the forces of darkness. They were thus in charge of conducting the so-called War in Heaven, which was precipitated by the Fall of Lucifer and his fellow angels, and they will appear once more—if Scripture is to be accepted—at the end of the world.

[image: ]

The seven archangels; from a woodcut by Albrecht Dürer.

Archangels are among the few angelic beings mentioned specifically by name in the Old Testament. In the Book of Daniel, Michael is referred to as “one of the chief princes,” and he is joined by Gabriel. Even more specific are references in the New Testament, such as in the Letter of Jude (1:9): “But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, disputed about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a reviling judgment upon him, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you.’” As is clear from their appearances in Scripture, the primary duty of the archangels is to carry out the will of God as it relates directly to humanity. They bring to the world the prayerful blessings of the Lord and the special concern of God for each and every human life. It is for that reason that the archangels—like their close counterparts the angels—are said to intervene so regularly in the affairs of men and women, be it on a battlefield, in an impending disaster, or in the private anguish and sorrow of the living. In each case they impart a portion of their incalculable compassion and love, giving comfort, solace, or fortitude at the darkest of moments.

The number of archangels has long been a source of great discussion among angelologists. Traditionally there are seven archangels (for their names, see Archangels, Seven), although who they are and what they do has been given variously in different sources. Most of the lists name at least four angels in common: Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, and Uriel; Michael and Gabriel are attested to in the Old Testament, as is Raphael (who appears in the Book of Tobit, which is considered apocryphal by some faiths). Uriel is not named in the Bible, but in assorted noncanonical writings, especially those of Enoch where he is included in the lists of archangels (under the name Suruel). Of all the named archangels, though, the Christian Church has retained only three: Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel. The others, including Uriel, were removed from the lists of those eligible for veneration because of the absence of any scriptural support and their presence in dubious legends. That there are seven archangels is attested to in the Book of Revelation (8:2): “Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God.…” There is also the list of seven archangels in the First Book of Enoch and the princes of the seven heavens in the Third Book of Enoch. Against all of these sources is the Islamic teaching that places the number of archangels at four. Two, Michael and Gabriel, are named in the Qur’an; the other two are not named, but Islamic tradition holds them to be Azrael, the angel of death, and Israfel, the angel of the trumpet. (See also Choirs.)

[image: ] ARCHANGELS, SEVEN.


THE
SEVEN ARCHANGELS
[image: ]

While the archangels are said to constitute a separate choir or order of angels within the celestial hierarchy, there are also declared in tradition a group of archangels who stand above not only their own choir, but higher than nearly all of the angelic orders regardless of their place in the heavenly host. These most august of angels are members of several choirs at once, being honored as the heads of the angelic bodies while fulfilling the leading offices in heaven; they are also most appropriately termed “princes of the seven heavens,” and according to the Third Book of Enoch, each is attended by 496,000 myriads of ministering angels (a myriad in archaic terminology denotes either a vast number or perhaps ten thousand). Islam recognizes only four archangels (Michael, Gabriel, Israfel, and Azrael), and other customs say twelve, but the most common number for these mighty angels is seven. This number is supported by occult lore and appears in many sources, such as Revelation (8:2), the First and Third Books of Enoch, and the Book of Tobit (12:15); in the latter writing, the archangel Raphael declares his membership as “one of the seven holy angels who present the prayers of the saints and enter into the presence of the glory of the Holy One.”

Far more uncertain are the actual members of this group of princes, although almost every possible list has two or three names in common: the famous and beloved angels Michael and Gabriel, along with Raphael. The First Book of Enoch states them to be Raphael, Uriel, Michael, Gabriel, Zerachiel, Remiel, and Raguel. The Third Book of Enoch appoints Michael, Gabriel, Satqiel, Sahaqiel, Baradiel, Baraqiel, and Sidriel. The best-known list belongs to Dionysius the Areopagite, who names Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Chamuel, Zadkiel, and Jophiel.



[image: ] ARCHONS Eminently powerful spiritual beings, said to be equated with the aeons and also with the archangels. The archons were created in the teachings of the Gnostics (the early heretical movement in Christianity) and were said to have been born by the will of the Gnostic deity Demiurge. In the dualistic thinking of the Gnostics—in which the material world is considered evil—the archons were equated with beings of evil, in large part because they had the duty of governing the running of the world, a place of inherent wickedness. In Gnostic thinking, the archons were said to number around twelve (or perhaps seven). In the latter count, they corresponded to each of the known planets; other sources spoke of their coordinate place with the zodiac. Their other terrible purpose was to imprison the souls of humans in the sin-racked material bodies and so leave them trapped in the wicked realm of the world, unable to free themselves and pass upward into the divine light.

In the last sense, the archons (or a variant of them) appeared in the lore of the Merkabah, the mystical Jewish sect. Here they work against the progress of souls along the route of the seven heavens, conspiring with the hosts of evil spirits and challenging angels. Some thinking, on the other hand, declares them to be synonymous with the angels, specifically the great angels who assist God in the running of the world. In this understanding they are not at all evil, and over the years the archons have been said to include such renowned angels as Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel. (For details on angels governing nations, see under Guardian Angels.)

The leaders of the archons vary depending upon the source that is used to find out who they are. In one Gnostic reference they are counted as Sabaoth, Ialdabaoth, Jao, Ailoaios, Oraios, Astanphaios, and Adonaios. In another source, the Papyri Graecae Magicae (“Papyrus of Greek Magic”), there are five archons, their names for the most part far better known than the other Gnostic list: Uriel, Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, and Shamuil.

[image: ] ARIEL An angel or spirit best known as a character in William Shakespeare’s The Tempest. According to this play, Ariel is an “ayrie spirit” who is freed from painful confinement in a cloven pine by Prospero after being imprisoned there by the witch Sycorax for being “a spirit too delicate to act her earthy and abhorr’d commands.” Ariel performs a number of tasks for Prospero but eventually receives his freedom after ensuring at the end of the work that the royal fleet—bearing Prospero—reaches home safely. There are several uses of the name in the Old Testament, namely in Isaiah (29:1), where it denotes the city of Jerusalem (“Ho Ariel, Ariel, the city where David encamped!”); and in Ezra (8:16), where it is the name of a man. There is also a long-standing tradition that Ariel is an angel, the name meaning “lion of God”; although he is variously described as a member of the angelic hierarchy, he is also at times placed among the evil angels. He is thus, variously, an angel companion of Raphael in his efforts to assist humanity and, in John Milton’s Paradise Lost, one of the fallen angels who is routed by the stern and obedient seraph Abdiel during the war in heaven.

[image: ] ARIOCH A onetime angel who fell and joined Satan in his war with heaven. In Paradise Lost, Milton described the rather one-sided struggle between Arioch and the angel Abdiel: “Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy, the atheist crew, but with redoubled blow, Ariel and Arioch, and the violence, Of Ramiel scorched and blasted overthrew.” In other customs Arioch became a dreadful demon of vengeance. The well-known fantasy author Michael Moorcock used Arioch (Arioc) as one of the powerful deities of chaos in his popular saga featuring Elric of Melnibone.

[image: ] ARK OF THE COVENANT, ANGELS OF THE The angels who were carved on the Ark of the Covenant (the vessel said to be the repository of the broken Ten Commandments and a truly powerful conductor of God’s will). The angels on the Ark have been said to number two or four, depending upon the divine instructions given to Moses and recorded in the Book of Exodus: “And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. Make one cherub on one end, and one cherub on the other end; of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the faces of the mercy seat shall the cherubims be” (25:18–20). According to legend, the names of the two cherubims on the Ark were Jael and Zarall. The Ark—and hence the angels—was carried by the Levites (the priestly assistants) during the wanderings in the wilderness of the Jewish people, but it was eventually placed in the Great Temple of Jerusalem by King Solomon, from which it eventually disappeared. The Israelites did carry it into battle, where its awesome power was unleased upon their enemies. The angel Sandalphon has also been called the cherub of the left hand of the Ark. The Ark has been depicted on a number of occasions in art and even film, perhaps the most notable being in the film Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), in which the Nazis quite ill-advisedly open the Ark, unleashing the wrath of the Lord.

[image: ] ARMIES The name used in Paradise Lost by John Milton for one of the choirs of angels. The term is also rich in symbolism, as it represents the often military bearing of the angels, in the fulfillment of their appointed tasks by the Lord to resist and even expel evil from heaven or especially the earth. While not precisely synonymous, the term can be argued to be equatable with the traditional title heavenly hosts, which is bestowed upon the entire body of angels in heaven. The two orders or choirs of angels that can be said traditionally to evince an attitude and atmosphere of the military are the angels and archangels, the two lowest orders, the ones most often painted wearing armor and bearing weapons, and those celestial beings most often thought to have direct dealings with humanity.

[image: ] ARMISAEL An angel who should be called upon to assist in easy childbirth. According to the teachings of the Talmud, a woman could improve giving birth by reciting nine times Psalm 20: “The Lord answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the God of Jacob protect you! May he send you help from the sanctuary, and give you support from Zion! May he remember all of your offerings, and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! …” Should this fail (or should one be unable to remember all of it), the next step was to seek the aid of Armisael with the suitable ritual invocation.

[image: ] ARSYALALYUR Also Asuryal, an angel mentioned in the apocryphal First Book of Enoch. He was said to have been sent to Noah, son of Lamech, with the famed warning: “And the Deluge is about to come upon all the earth; and all that is in it shall be destroyed. And now instruct that he may flee, and his seed shall be preserved for all generations.”

[image: ] ART, ANGELS IN.


ANGELS IN ART
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The earliest depictions of angel-like beings are traced by art historians to the times of the Sumerian culture of the fertile crescent, dating to around the third millennium. They created stone carvings of winged beings, the precursors of the angels, to symbolize their deities and their servants. Other gods and mythological beings with wings and duties similar to the angels were found among the Assyrians in their genie, dating to the ninth century B.C. In succession to the Sumerians and Assyrians were the Babylonians, who advanced the notions of spirit guardians, protecting palaces and temples. These guardians were the keribu (see Babylon), who formed the basis of the later angels called the cherubim.

In the eras when belief in angels was firmly established, it is interesting to note that artistic representation of the members of the heavenly host was severely curtailed by the strict prohibitions found in Orthodox Judaism and also Islam against the depiction of religious figures, including the Lord, the prophet Muhammad, and angels. Fortunately Persian art had no such limitation, and consequently some of the finest illustrations of winged angels are found in Persian miniatures and Moghul art.

Far and away, however, the depiction of angels is most fully and extensively expressed in Christian and Western art. Angels appeared in Christian art at an early time, remaining one of the most popular motifs for painters, sculptors, and illustrators and found in icons, illuminated manuscripts, paintings, reliefs, and sculpture. Expressing the faith of the time, giving edification and spiritual encouragement to the viewer, and bringing to life some event in Scripture, the angel was often used by the foremost artists in history. There are thus angels by Giotto, Raphael (including the Liberation of St. Peter in the Vatican), Roger van der Weyden, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, Leonardo da Vinci, Fra Angelico, Michelangelo, Rembrandt, Brunelleschi, Melozzo da Forlì, Jan and Hubert van Eyck, Hans Memling, Albrecht Dürer, Pieter Brueghel, Gustave Doré, and William Blake; there are also the countless lesser or even unknown artisans whose work, while not famous or renowned, nevertheless contributed to the place of angels in the hearts and minds of humanity throughout the ages. Today these masterworks are joined by new interpretations by contemporary artists, many part of the renaissance in angelology of the past years, others part of the ongoing New Age movement that has also fostered the study and appreciation of the angelic.



[image: ] ASAPH The angel who is said to have made a direct contribution to the Bible by authoring twelve of the Psalms of the Old Testament. The Psalms were number 50 and from 73 to 83. His skill in composing hymns to the Lord apparently earned him the honorific post of chief or director of the heavenly hosts, ceaselessly giving praise to God; his authority, however, extends only over the night, the songs of the choir under the command of the angel Jeduthun.

[image: ] ASCENSION, ANGELS OF The two angels mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles (1:10) as appearing to the apostles at the moment of Christ’s Ascension into heaven: “And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’” These were only two of the many angels who appeared on earth during the period of Christ, as recounted in Scripture and Christian tradition.

[image: ] AT-TAUM An angel whose name means “the twin” who is credited in the lore of the Manichaeans with giving the religious leader Mani the revelations that were to form the foundation for his subsequent teachings.

[image: ] AUPIEL Another name used for the angel Anafiel. (See Anafiel for details.)

[image: ] AUTHORITIES An alternative name used for the choir of angels known as the virtues or powers. Among experts on angels over the years, however, there has been speculation that the choir of authorities should be considered a distinct and separate body.

[image: ] AUZA One of the so-called sons of God, also called Oza, who fell from heaven and journeyed to earth to engage in carnal union with mortal women. This event, touched upon in the Book of Genesis, resulted in the birth of the anakim, also known as the nephilim.


AZRAEL
[image: ]

A young man was walking one day in Jerusalem when he looked up and, to his abject horror, was staring into the pale, frightening eyes of Azrael, the angel of death. Screaming and running for his life—because he knew that no one encounters the angel who is not marked for death—he begged to be received by the mighty and wise King Solomon to implore his advice. The king agreed to hear his remarkable tale and, after pondering the man’s problem, counseled him to flee from Jerusalem, as the angel was said to be required to go to an appointed place and there find the soul who was to die. By departing Jerusalem, the man might be able to avoid death altogether, having been blessed with the good fortune of seeing Azrael just before the expected time. The man rode desperately out of the gates of Jerusalem and went straight to Damascus. Much relieved upon entering the city, he went suddenly white with fear, for there in his path was Azrael. Now unable to escape, the man cried to the angel that he had avoided death in Jerusalem. “You see,” Azrael said cheerfully, “I was supposed to meet you here in Damascus, so I was quite surprised to find you in Jerusalem.” With that, the angel reached out and snatched the soul from the astonished mortal.



[image: ] AVATAR Ten angel-like beings who appear in Hindu lore and are the human or animal incarnation of a deity, taking such a form in order to combat evil or perform some significant act of goodness. The avatars (Sanskrit avatara) are best known as the ten incarnations of Vishnu. Obviously the most famous of the avatars is Krishna (Krsna), the divine cowherd. Kalki (or Kalkin) is an avatar still to come, supposedly riding a white horse with wings to destroy the world at the end of the four ages. The other avatars are Buddha, Matsga, Narasimha, Varaha, Kurma, Parasurana, Vamana, and Rama. Krishna, in some regions, is actually considered a god, his brother Balarama serving as an avatar. The avatar demonstrate the worldwide prevalence of angelic beings intervening in the affairs of humanity.

[image: ] AVENGING ANGEL See Destruction, Angels of.

[image: ] AZAZEL One of the fallen angels, also known as Iblis. (For the list of fallen angels, see under Fallen Angels.)

[image: ] AZAZIEL A seraph who figured in Lord Byron’s poem “Heaven and Earth.” Azaziel fell in love with Anah, granddaughter of Cain. To save her from the coming of the Great Flood, which covered the earth, the angel snatched her up and, tucking her beneath her wings, carried her to safety on another planet. (See also Poetry.)

[image: ] AZBUGA YHWH Also Asbogha, a prominent angel in Hebrew lore, ranked as one of the eight princes of the throne of judgment. He is even more powerful than the dread angel Metatron. According to some Jewish legends, Azbuga has the task of welcoming the truly worthy into heaven (some being considerably more worthy than others) and covering them with righteousness.

[image: ] AZRAEL The much-feared angel of death in both Islamic and Hebrew lore, whose name means “whom God helps.” Among the Muslims, Azrael possesses four thousand wings and seventy thousand feet. Most important, he was given a supply of eyes and tongues exactly equal to the number of people inhabiting the world. Each time Azrael blinks one of his eyes, it signifies that another person has died. He came to the task by virtue of a surprisingly difficult job given to the angel by God. The Lord commanded that Michael, Gabriel, and Is-rafel journey to the earth and return with seven handfuls of dirt with which God planned to create Adam. The earth, however, refused to give up its treasure, moaning that mankind should not be created because they would turn against God and bring only sadness. As the three angels returned empty-handed, the Lord chose a fourth, Azrael. Far more determined, Azrael wrenched from the earth the dirt and brought it before the heavenly throne. As a reward, God made Azrael the angel responsible for separating the human soul from the body at the moment of death. Aside from his blinking eyes, Azrael also keeps track of the dying by scribbling ceaselessly into a mighty book. He writes into the book the births of the living and just as often erases other names—those who have died.

Azrael does not know, though, when each person is to die. In fact, he learns it when a leaf, bearing the name of the soon-to-be-deceased, falls off one of the branches of the incomparable tree below the throne of God. Azrael reads the name and knows that he is to separate the soul forty days later. Not surprisingly, some mortals resist departing the world. To entice them, Azrael places beneath their noses an apple plucked from the tree of life; this proves more than sufficient. In some Islamic legends Azrael is actually to be identified with Raphael, the archangel most closely associated with the life of humanity. (See also Death, Angel of.)

[image: ] AZZA A fallen angel who is condemned to suffer a unique punishment for his sins. According to Jewish lore, Azza was bitterly opposed to God’s plan to reward the patriarch Enoch with elevation to angelic status (Enoch was transformed into the angel prince Metatron). Expelled from heaven, Azza was hung upside down between earth and paradise. Ever plunging but never actually crashing, he is forced uncontrollably to open one eye so that the full horror of his predicament is driven home. Prior to his fall, Azza was listed as a ministering angel (in the Third Book of Enoch) and is said to have been responsible for teaching the famed King Solomon many secrets of heaven.
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