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Dear Parent:
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Congratulations! Your child is taking the first steps on an exciting journey. The destination? Independent reading!

STEP INTO READING® will help your child get there. The program offers five steps to reading success. Each step includes fun stories and colorful art. There are also Step into Reading Sticker Books, Step into Reading Math Readers, Step into Reading Write-In Readers, Step into Reading Phonics Readers, and Step into Reading Phonics First Steps! Boxed Sets—a complete literacy program with something for every child.

Learning to Read, Step by Step!
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	Ready to Read     Preschool-Kindergarten
• big type and easy words • rhyme and rhythm • picture clues
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to begin reading.
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	Reading with Help     Preschool-Grade 1
• basic vocabulary • short sentences • simple stories
For children who recognize familiar words and sound out new words with help.
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	Reading on Your Own     Grades 1–3
• engaging characters • easy-to-follow plots • popular topics
For children who are ready to read on their own.
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	Reading Paragraphs     Grades 2–3
• challenging vocabulary • short paragraphs • exciting stories
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences with confidence.
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	Ready for Chapters     Grades 2–4
• chapters • longer paragraphs • full-color art
For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books but still like colorful pictures.




STEP INTO READING® is designed to give every child a successful reading experience. The grade levels are only guides. Children can progress through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their reading, no matter what their grade.

Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step!





To all the dedicated teachers who help and inspire
their students—J.H.

Dedicated to my mother, Evelyn Dagny Konrad,
who taught me compassion—N.C.
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Chapter 1

Helen Keller was born on June 27, 1880, on a farm in Alabama.

Mr. and Mrs. Keller were thrilled with their beautiful, healthy baby. But then something terrible happened.

When little Helen was a year and a half old, she became very sick. She had a high fever. Her parents were afraid that she would die.

A few days later, the fever was gone. But something was still very wrong. Little Helen could no longer see or hear. The illness had left her blind and deaf.

The Kellers’ sweet little girl became a wild child. She kicked and scratched her parents when they tried to touch her.

She yelled and screamed in a loud voice. How else could she let anyone know when she was hungry or tired or afraid?
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Mealtime was terrible for the Keller family. Helen stuck her hands into everyone’s food. She threw things across the dinner table.

Helen did whatever she wanted. Her parents could not make her behave.
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Once, Helen woke in the middle of the night. Since she could not see, she thought it was morning. Mrs. Keller tried to put her daughter back to bed. But Helen insisted on getting up and getting dressed. Then she went into the kitchen. Though it was nighttime, she screamed for her breakfast.

Helen’s parents did not know what to do. They wanted to help their little girl. But how? They did not know any blind or deaf people. They did not know where to turn for help.

One day, Mrs. Keller heard about Dr. Chisholm. He was a special eye doctor in Baltimore, Maryland. Some of his patients were blind and deaf, just like Helen. For the first time, Mrs. Keller felt a little bit of hope. Maybe Dr. Chisholm could help Helen. The Kellers took their daughter to Baltimore right away.

Dr. Chisholm could not cure Helen. But he told the Kellers not to worry. He said that even a blind child could learn many things. He sent them to Washington to meet Alexander Graham Bell.

Mr. Bell invented the telephone. And because his own wife was deaf, he knew a great deal about teaching deaf people. Mr. Bell told the Kellers about the Perkins Institution for the Blind. The Perkins Institution was a special school in Boston, Massachusetts. One of its students was a girl named Laura Bridgman. Like Helen, Laura was both blind and deaf. Teachers at Perkins taught her how to sew.
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Mr. Bell said that a teacher from Perkins might be able to help Helen.

The Kellers’ hopes soared.




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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