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Introduction

If you're feeling invisible or unloved and in need of a little understanding or hope for the future, take heart! The inspiration and insight you're looking for is no further away than your own remote control.

We understand that women watch movies differently than guys do. For us, movies are more than just entertainment: they're self-medication that can help cure anything from an identity crisis to the codependent blues.

So whether you're on the verge of yet another major life change, recovering from a rough day at the office, or trying to unlock the mystery of the opposite sex, Cinematherapy can help you laugh at your troubles or confront your issues, and inspire you to grow. Most important, indulging in a movie gives us women two hours to cuddle up in a pair of fuzzy slippers, be in charge of our own remote controls, and nurture ourselves for a change. Really, Cinematherapy is like a bubble bath for the soul.

In our previous book, Cinematherapy: The Girl's Guide to Movies for Every Mood, we offered readers a panoply of movies to match their every emotional state. Now we've taken it a step further and written Advanced Cinematherapy: The Girl's Guide to Finding Happiness One Movie at a Time. This time around, we categorized movies according to some of the specific issues and dysfunctional dynamics that we all wrestle with in our day-to-day lives. For instance, we review films that address our trust issues, which can make us vacillate between gullible and hyperparanoid. We also look at Codependency Movies, which teach us that unless we hold to our boundaries we will find ourselves trying to balance on one foot in the whittled-down space that has become our turf. We've included movies that lift us up and help us find meaning in the mundane, as well as movies that reveal difficult truths, like the fact that the more we try to control our world, the more likely it is that fate will strand us on a deserted island hundreds of miles from Coast Guard search teams.

You say you're in the midst of a full-blown midlife, flapping-triceps crisis? Watch a Midlife Crisis Movie like Shirley Valentine, and be reassured that it ain't over 'til the fat lady goes to Greece and jumps feet first into oceans of sensuality. Feeling in need of a little wind beneath your wings? Watch a Role Model Movie, like Erin Brockovich, about heroines who find their place in the sun, and spring into full bloom. Or if you're feeling like a welcome mat on the doorstep of life, watch one of our Diva Movies and learn how to rule your realm with an iron fist without breaking a nail.

Advanced Cinematherapy includes reviews of both classic and modern movies that confront women's issues. We've also included just-for-fun sidebars, like quotes we'd like printed on a coffee mug, famous last words, Stupid Guy Quotes (and Stupid Girl Quotes too, because it takes two to tangle), and Hoopskirt Dreams movies that feature delicious outfits we wish we had in our closets and budgets.

Then again, we felt it was important to warn you against some of those well-hyped alleged “chick flicks” that on closer examination turned out to have some downright dysfunctional psychological messages about how to deal with life's conflicts. Throughout the book, you'll find reviews of these psychologically dubious flicks in our sidebar series Freudian Slipups. And our Reel to Real series points out the often yawning chasm between our real historical heroines and their depiction in the movies.

So whether you're ready to dive in and confront your demons or escape to a more perfect world where men really do change and chocolate never goes to your thighs, in Advanced Cinematherapy you'll find films that will match your mood and leave you feeling like you just emerged from the day spa, renewed, replenished, and fully exfoliated.

Nancy Peske and Beverly West
May 2001


You may write to the authors at BevandNancy@aol.com or in care of Dell Trade Paperbacks.
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Does it seem that having it all means doing it all, but no matter how much you do, it still isn't enough, and at the end of a very long day, you wind up with a whole lot of nothing for your effort but a cramp in your lower lumbar?

Listen, what are you killing yourself for? Take a tip from the great divas of the silver screen and let somebody else worry about the gory details for a change. We all deserve star billing in our own lives every once in a while, so if you're feeling overwhelmed, settle in for some self-pampering Cinematherapy style, where for a few hours at least, you get to have it all without doing a blessed thing.

So go on. Take off those work gloves, break out the ruby nail polish, and watch one of these Diva Movies featuring unmanageable heroines who put their own needs first, ruling their roosts with an iron fist, without ever breaking a nail.

[image: ] Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1953) Stars: Marilyn Monroe, Jane Russell Director: Howard Hawks

Writers: Anita Loos, Joseph Fields, Charles Lederer

Who better than the original Material Girl to teach us all a little something about looking out for number one? This flick stars the eternally iconic Marilyn Monroe as the immortal little girl from Little Rock, Lorelei Lee, who sets her tiara for a rich husband to satisfy her insatiable appetite for diamonds.

Lorelei is undeterred from her bottom-line-driven approach to matrimony by her less mercenary friend Dorothy Shaw (Jane Russell), who manages, in the course of one sea voyage, to fall in love with the entire men's Olympic relay team including the shot-putter. The plot employs the usual Hollywood high jinks to generate hysteria: mistaken identities, men in women's lingerie, large derrieres and small portholes, and chorus girls in Schiaparelli-inspired S&M gear hanging from the chandeliers. You get the picture. But what this movie is really about is the incomparable Marilyn, who infuses her dumb blonde routine with a fourteen-karat authenticity that has never been equaled by her cubic zir-conian imitators.

What's most notable about this movie, though, is that the fortune-seeking Lorelei actually marries her fortune. This is a great movie to watch when you're having a few entitlement issues and need to remind yourself that all us little girls from Little Rock, or Boise, or even Manhattan, are entitled to the best, and that the true definition of a diva is a woman who knows how to take care of herself.

[image: ] Torch Song (1953)
Stars: Joan Crawford, Michael Wilding
Director: Charles Walters
Writers: John Michael Hayes, Jan Lustig

Joan Crawford plays the alpha diva in this bitch-on-wheels performance that features inspiring fashions, even more inspiring temper tantrums, and Joan in blackface with rhine-stones on her eyelids and an Afro wig. This is a getup that only a woman with the self-possession of Joan Crawford could carry off, and frankly, were not even sure she gets away with it.
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In Torch Song, Joan plays dancer/singer Jenny Stewart and no one, but no one, will get in her way as she valiantly strives to please her audience. And if that means that the male dancer who keeps tripping over her outstretched right leg as she strikes a pose gets ground into the floor like a half-smoked cigarette under her elegantly pointed toe, well, that s showbiz. Somebody fix me a drink and get me a new boy—pronto!

It takes a poised, talented, patient, and psychologically astute musical arranger to rein Jenny in and teach her to trot like a good girl. Tye Graham (Michael Wilding) is all those things, and he sees through to her vulnerable and lovable inner core, despite his being blind (the war, you know) and thus unable to appreciate her astonishing ability to match all her lounging robes to her mules (really, have you tried to find lemon mules lately?). To Tye, Jenny is a gypsy Madonna, a vibrant and fiery performer who simply needs the love of a good man, a man who knows that, as the butler says, “The easy ones are no fun.” Ooo, girl, you got that right.

Watch this one when you're feeling in need of just a little understanding and appreciation for your specialness, or if you're looking for some fabulous fashion guidance (check out that navy-into-sunset-splash-orange dress—too Vogue).
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[image: ] The First Wives Club (1996) Stars: Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton Director: Hugh Wilson Writer: Robert Harling, based on the novel by Olivia Goldsmith

This movie is like a cinematic trifecta featuring three, three, three divas in one. Estranged college girlfriends Brenda (Bette Midler), Elise (Goldie Hawn), and Annie (Diane Keaton) reunite twenty-five years later, after the suicide of a mutual friend. Over a Manhattan-style ladies' lunch of low-fat vertical New Wave fusion food and way too many Bloody Marys, they discover they are just like their dear departed friend: they are all wounded soldiers in retreat from the atrocities of a male midlife crisis.

Just as they pledged to a sorority years ago, they pledge to help each other make their ex-husbands pay for their love crimes—in spades. Strengthened by their sisterhood, and drunk on vigilante justice, they gradually rediscover their inner divas and rise, like three fabulous phoenixes, from the ashes of their seventh-inning slump.

The First Wives Club is a scorned woman's all-you-can-eat brunch, featuring a selection of vicarious revenge delicacies that will satisfy even the most exacting and voracious thirst for blood. Sit down to this diva buffet with your best girlfriends and a Bloody Mary or two. And if you happen to break into a spontaneous and well-choreographed girl group number such as “You Don't Own Me,” go for it! Just be sure to tip generously.
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[image: ] Cabaret (1972) Stars: Liza Minnelli, Michael York, Joel Grey Director: Bob Fosse
Writers: Jay Presson Allen, Joe Masteroff, John Van Druten, based on the book Berlin Stories by Christopher Isherwood

Cabaret turns the spotlight on one of divadom's primary truths: if you keep your eyes glued to the disco ball, life can seem like a perpetual cocktail party even if you're on the verge of the Holocaust and you and your boyfriend are cheating on each other with the same rich international playboy.

Sally Bowles (Liza Minnelli) is an American heiress in self-imposed exile in prewar Berlin. There she engages in various acts of harmless adolescent rebellion. She wears green nail polish in a shade called Divine Decadence, slams prairie oysters at 10 A.M., and performs socially provocative numbers at a questionable local watering hole, accompanied by an androgynous and darkly ingratiating master of ceremonies (Joel Grey) who is really just a tap-dancing metaphor for the ultimate decline of Western civilization. Our kind of diva, right?

Abruptly the movie takes a sentimental turn, and seems to suggest that beneath our diva's gravity-defying lashes, blood-red lipstick, and vampire-white foundation is just a little girl from Kansas who needs to learn to be content to stay in her own monochromatic backyard, and not go looking for her heart's desire.

But then we and Sally get real. We realize that this is not a frothy romp that winds up with a reformed diva snuggled up in a cozy bungalow in Cambridge. This is a Brechtian commentary on the dangers of denial and the horror of the Holocaust—and the terrible cost of the disco era. And that's not Dorothy up there in the ruby slippers. That's Liza with a Z, on the verge of her Studio 54 period, and last call is at least ten years away.

This is a great movie to watch when you're on the brink of a personal world war. Pop in Cabaret, paint your fingernails green, and dance in the face of disaster along with Liza, without ever having to confront the inevitable morning after.
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[image: ] My Little Chickadee (1940) Stars: Mae West, W. C. Fields Director: Edward F. Cline Writers: W. C. Fields, Mae West

Mae West, the founding mother of the American diva, stars as Flower Belle Lee, a voluptuous prairie rose with a bad reputation that she completely deserves. Flower Belle is run out of her small town of origin by a sour-faced busybody (Margaret “Wicked Witch of the West” Hamilton) because she is suspected of fooling around with the handsome Masked Bandit who has been terrorizing the countryside. And those suspicions are right on the money.

But Flower Belle sneaks out at night to meet her paramour on a remote hillside on the wrong side of town, only to come face-to-face with the authorities, who insist that she become respectable and get hitched already. Flower Belle meets Cuthbert J. Twillie (W. C. Fields) on a train, and ties the knot with him because he is carrying a bag full of money. Once in the honeymoon suite, however, she discovers that all that glitters is not necessarily Cuthbert.

As is the case with most Mae West vehicles, this is not a movie about plot. Its about watching two groundbreaking comic geniuses going head-to-head in a heavyweight bout of one-liners, and about the inimitable Mae West, who created the mold for opinionated, self-directed, full-figured heroines who take what they want from the world and don t make any apologies.
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[image: ] Mr. Skeffington (1944) Stars: Bette Davis, Claude Rains, Marjorie Riordan Director: Vincent Sherman Writers: Julius J. Epstein, Philip G. Epstein, based on the novel by Elizabeth von Arnim

Alright, so Fanny Skeffington (Bette Davis) is a tiny bit shallow—while world wars rage and the stock market crashes, she's getting yet another facial and fussing over her many hats. Eventually a self-centered, vain, mercenary rich bitch like Fanny has to get her comeuppance, of course, and it's a safe bet that it's going to involve losing her looks one day and hence her drawing room full of clucking male admirers, but at least she gets in a couple of good decades of diva fun before that happens.

Still, for all Fanny's many character flaws she's got one terrific trait that everyone seems to overlook: her forthrightness. Yes, Fanny matter-of-factly and even humorously accepts the truths of life and speaks them aloud—except, of course, for the one that she finds most threatening, which is that her lovely face has begun to sink to the floor. As for Fanny's shallow nature, maybe if she had access to psychotherapists who didn't verbally abuse her, contemptuously suggesting that middle-aged women should give up their notions of romance and crawl back to their estranged husbands, she'd be aging a little more gracefully. Although, to be honest, we kind of prefer Miss D. when she's simply having a smashing time and dressing to kill.

Having a bad hair decade? Shake up some Cosmopolitans, give yourself a facial, and indulge in Mr. Skeffington. It's a fun reminder that there are times when getting the latest beauty treatment, engaging in a whirlwind social life, and having a jolly good laugh ought to be a gal's number-one priority.
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[image: ] Guarding Tess (1994) Stars: Shirley MacLaine, Nicolas Cage, Austin Pendleton Director: Hugh Wilson Writers: Peter Torokvei, Hugh Wilson

Divas don't always come in gold lamé and sequined slippers; sometimes, like Tess Carlisle (Shirley MacLaine), they wear conservative tweeds and sensible shoes. Tess is a popular former first lady, now widowed, who lives surrounded by a battalion of Secret Service men appointed to protect her in her dotage. What lurks beneath the kindly eyes and demure pillbox hats of this American treasure, however, is an unmanageable and steel-willed woman who rules her roost with an iron cane, and is less reminiscent of Barbara Bush than FDR in his heyday.

No one knows her true nature better than her secret special agent in charge, Doug Chesnic (Nicolas Cage), who longs to wear mirrored sunglasses, speak covertly into his wrist, and be where the action is. Instead, Doug is forced to serve a life term in small-town America because Tess has taken a shine to him. What ensues is a wonderful battle of wills between a persnickety old lady and a stoical gun-toting tough guy, who proves to be no match for Tess's nickel-plated resilience.

This is a great movie to watch when you're feeling as if the parade has passed you by. Tess proves that you can be a diva at any age so long as you're not afraid to take life by the lapels, force it to leave its firearms outside the door, and take you golfing in December.

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ] Bombshell (1933) Stars: Jean Harlow, Lee Tracy, Frank Morgan, Una Merkel, Ted Healy Director: Victor Fleming
Writers: John Lee Mahin, Jules Furthman, based on the play by Mack Crane and Caroline Francke

People just don t understand, do they? Oh, sure, they see the jewels, furs, and beaded satin gowns, the endorsement deals, the location shoots, the romantic scenes you play with Hollywood's leading men, the mansion in Beverly Hills, the late nights dancing at the Coconut Grove, the hordes of autograph seekers. They think it must be wonderful to be Lola Burns, movie star. But they don't know what a burden it all is. Lola just wants to marry the marquis and lead a quiet life with three sheepdogs in the living room and a baby in the nursery. That s not asking too much, is it? And if she could have all that, Lola could give up motion pictures tomorrow, honest, she could.

Uh-huh.

In this thinly disguised parody of the real Jean Harlow s life, Harlow plays a put-upon starlet who is tired of supporting her father (Frank Morgan), who is often found pickled at 6 A.M.; her brother (Ted Healy), who's been “taking a sleigh ride on the roulette wheel in Tijuana;” and an embezzling secretary (Una Merkel). She's also had it up to her platinum blond wig with the studio publicist (Lee Tracy) whose sole purpose in life is to cook up phony scandals about Lola to place in the papers. Cant these people find another gravy train to latch on to?

Somewhere amid all the histrionics there's a nonsensical plot, but you ll be too distracted watching Lola flip back and forth between hissy fits and starry-eyed dreaming to care. Watch Bombshell when you're feeling ignored—you can vicariously enjoy being a flighty drama queen without having to pay the liquor and furrier bills.
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[image: ] Hello, Dolly! (1969) Stars: Barbra Streisand, Walter Matthau Director: Gene Kelly Writers: Ernest Lehman, Michael Stewart

World-class diva Barbra Streisand plays Dolly Levi, a fast-talking, double-dealing, matchmaking diva of the gilded age who proves that love is just as satisfying the second time around, particularly if there are large bank accounts involved.

After her beloved husband dies, Dolly dedicates herself to making everybody else's dreams come true. And what Dolly wants, Dolly gets. In the course of one movie she manages to pair off most of Yonkers and a good portion of the Lower East Side of Manhattan.

But Dolly herself, whose inner light could outshine Broadway, has had her dimmer switch turned down low since her husband's death. Surrounded by all the love and good feeling that she's created, she cranks up the wattage, declares an end to her period of mourning, and takes her sensuality out of dry storage.

Armed with sequins, feathers, a gift for horse-powered gab, and the most fiendishly strategic mind since J. Edgar Hoover, Dolly sets her cap for a misanthrope with a heart of gold, the fabulously wealthy bachelor Horace Vandergelder (Walter Matthau). Hello, Dolly! is a great reminder that as long as there is life there is love, and as long as there's love, all of your dreams really can come true, as long as you're willing to march in the parade wearing a couple of really big feathers on your head.
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[image: ] Cleopatra (1963) Stars: Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Burton, Rex Harrison Directors: Joseph Mankiewicz and Darryl F. Zanuck Writers: Sidney Buchman, Ranald MacDougall, Joseph Mankiewicz, based on the book by C. M. Franzero

Nobody defined the word diva quite like the original Queen of De Nile, Cleopatra, who not only exhausted the resources of ancient Rome but nearly bankrupted an entire motion picture studio with this exhausting four-hour flick that was the Waterworld of its day.

On the surface, this movie chronicles the dramatic reign of Cleopatra (Elizabeth Taylor), who uses her legendary beauty (and impeccable PR instincts) to seduce not one but two Roman emperors—Julius Caesar (Rex Harrison) and Marc Antony (Richard Burton)—and secure her place on the throne of Egypt. But because nobody can walk like an Egyptian quite like Liz Taylor, this homage to excess is less a history lesson than it is a crash course in how to be a diva.

Everything Cleopatra does is designed to make two continents aware of just how fabulous she really is. According to Hollywood's interpretation of the story, Cleopatra's idea of mass transit was riding around in a litter atop a four-story-tall sphinx borne on the backs of an army of buffed male extras, and her concept of fashion was never to wear an outfit twice in the same dynasty. Every time she turns around, Cleopatra is decked out in another sumptuous ensemble, accessorized with crowns and miters, and the most amazing array of eyeshadow ever assembled on one lid. Even the furniture matches her frock. No wonder Cleopatra was the last queen of Egypt. Who could follow an act like this?

When you're feeling like your personal power is being threatened, Cleopatra will show you that no matter how mighty the imperial forces that threaten ones reign, there is nothing that cant be conquered by a little imagination and an enormous wardrobe budget.
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Someone is spreading the rumor that being rich is a
drag, but let me tell you something honestly:
<, whoever is spreading that rumor is dead-ass
broke.
% Betre Midler as Rose in The Rose
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A relationship, I think, is like a shark. You know?
It bas to constantly move forward or it dies.
And T think what we got on our hands is a

dead shark.
X Woody Allen as Alvy Singer in Amnic Hall
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Doomed but Inspired Divas

The Rose (1979)

Stars: Bette Midler, Alan Bates, Frederic Forrest
Director: Mark Rydell

Weriters: Bo Goldman, Bill Kerby, Michael Cimino

When it comes to a no-nonsense diva with an acid tongue and a heart of
gold, very few can rival“The Divine Miss M. Betce Midler made her starring
debut in this movie about The Rose, a etional, Janis Joplin-inspired
songstress who overdoses on her own moxic.

Despite Betre Midler’s inner diva, which shines through no matter what
role we find her in, and despite this character’s epic appetite for lfe, the blues,
cowboys, and vodka straight out of the botele, The Rosés overwhelming and
tragically codependent need for love and acceptance ultimately outcroons the
diva in he.

“This s a good movie to watch when you need to remind yourself that even
the most fabulous rack-and-roll goddesses have to learn to draw boundaries or
isk giving up their diva crown, because while the sex, drugs, and rock-and-roll
may not get you, the unresolved self-esteem issues defnicely will





OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_136_r1.jpg
MWorld- Clugs Wheeks

And on a cold winter's night, Horace, you can
snuggle up to your cash register. Its a little

lumpy but it rings!
% Barbea Streisand as Dolly Levi in Hell, Dally!
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Life’s a bitch so I became one, honey.
% Philip Seymour Hoffman as Rusty in Flawless
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‘Warning Label: Even though the filmmakers found it
necessary to give Tess an inoperable bain tumor to
make her sympathetic, we real e women are perfectly
entiled to be curmadgeons without contracting a termi-
nal discase, or being kidnapped and burid alive.
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Why do things get worse and worse? They don't bave to. They could

get better and better. We accept that things fall apart.
* Harrison Ford as Allie Fox in The Mosguito Coast
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Bad Girl's Buffet

When yourre feeling fabulous, there's nothing like a martini

and a ray of canapés to offset your magnificent miss chingness
Besides, divas don't have to warch their weight. So when youire in the
mood to don the tara, try out this bad girl buffer, because everything i better

when it sits on a Ritz.

‘The Bad Girls Martini
3 ounces vodka a really big hunk of chocolate
1 ounce white créme de cacao  cocoa

dash peppermint schnapps

“Tell your houscboy to pour everything except the chocolate and cocoa
into a cocktail shaker with ice and for God's sake tell him not to shake
too hard or be'll bruise the vodka. Then have him put the chocolate
chunk in a martini g!ass, douse it with the martini, and shake cocoa all
over the glass, stem, serving tray, and you. Indulge.

Bad Girl Bonbons

“Tell your houseboy to burry to the nearest bigh-end chocolaterie

and pick you up a pound or two of assorted truffles. And for Gods
sake tell bim to be quick about it. Then sit down and eat the whole box.
And remember, lfe is like a box of chocolates. You never know what
you'e going to get. So stick your finger in the chocolate first to make sure
it a kind that you like. And if it one of those borrible fruit cream
nougat things, give it to the houseboy.
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Only six months after opening, Autoworld closed due to a lack of
visitors. I guess it was like expecting a million people a year to
go to New Jersey to Chemicalworld, or a million people going
to Valdez, Alaska, for Exxomworld. Some peaple just don'’t

like to celebrate buman tragedy while on vacation.
X Michael Moore in Roger & Me
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Mr. Skeffington (Claude Rains): A woman is

beautiful when she is loved, and only then.
Mrs. Skeffington (Bette Davis): Nonsense. A woman is beautiful
if she has cight hours sleep and goes to the beauty parlor every

day. And bone structure has a lot to do with it too.
X from Mr. Skefngton

There’s only one job that matters . ... me!
X Bette Davis as Miss Seanley Timberlake in In This Our Life
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1t not the men in your life that counts, it’s the life in

your men.
% Mae West as Tira in I'n No Angel

Whenever I'm caught between two evils, I take the one

1 never tried.
% Mac West as The Frisco Doll in Klondike Anic
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Honey, I watched you the whole time, and you

didn't screw up once!
% Annette Bening as Carolyn Buenham in Amcrican Beauty

Tiy to look prettier.
% Prunclla Scales as Aune Agnes in Siff Upper Lip
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Freudian Slipups

Hush (1998)
Stars: Jesica Lange, Gwyneth Paltrow, Johnathon Schacch
Dircctor and Writer: Jonathan Darby

We know, she's impossible, that mothee-in-law of yours. But believe us,a
liele bossiness aboue your holiday plans and unsolicited advice about how to
saise your kids is nothing compared to the behavior of Jessica Lange in this
outrageously over-the-top chriller. Helen (Guwynech Palerow) doesn' realize
tha behind the sweet smile and honey voice of mother-in-law Martha Baring
(Jessica Lange) i a viper ready to suck the ifeblood out of her. We wince at
Helen's naiveté ac irst,then get downright irritated at her lack of boundaries.
Bu frankly, should we ever find ourselves held hostage by an Old Testament—
quoting, crocheting madswoman who is ready to shoot us up with a lechal dose
of morphine after we've juse given birth sans epidural, we hope wed be a lile
s revenge obsessed than Helen. Despite her near-death experience,she skips
the call o 911 (as does her dopey husband, played by Johnathon Schacch) so
that she can mentall torture Martha over scrambled eggs in the sunny kitchen
the next morning, Listen, getting che lasc word and opening hubby’s eyes once
and for all has i appeal,bu so does quality medical care postpartum.
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<N Burbra Bunbons

Money, pardon the expression, is like manure. It’s
not worth a thing unless it’s spread around,

encouraging young things to grow.
* Barbr

reisand as Dolly Levi in Hello, Dolly!

You think beautiful girls are going to be in style forever! I should
say not! Any day now they're going to be over! Finished! Then

it'll be my turn! X Barbea Strcisand as Fanny Brice in Fumy Girl
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‘Warning Label: We don't hold out great hope for the halo-

A genesque Dollys future happiness as a woman married to
 curmudgeon who will no doubt pinch penvies. W wish
Dolly would have kept marching to her own drummer in
a parade toward self fulfllment and independence.
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'WPBM = Wel-Placed Bauty Mark RUM = Raw Unpre-
dictable Masclnity SPA = SxPack Abs RGH = Really
Good Hair DD = Drowsy Drawl TIWL = That resisitle
Wounded Look APEM = A Poctic Flar for Metaphor
All-American Bad Boys DMCA = Devil-May Care Atitude AS]
Suae,and Debonir BE = Bedroom Eys EGL = Exoc
Good Looks EMT = Eyes Most with Tears FSG = Fckles
Shooley Grin PBE = Piring Blc Eyes SIN = Smlder-
ing Inscruable, and Noble TSHT = ThatSexy Homicidel
Thing CSD = Confdendly Self Deprecating

= Arisocrtic,
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Oh Ibate this mushy love stuff, man. Wake me up when the killing starts.
% Berte Midler as Rose in The Rose
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secure when you're in love.
X Robert Mitchum as Steve Mason in Holday Afsir

) Wnds & Live By
You oughta know it’s impossible to be safe and
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Advanced Cinematherapy

The Girl's Guide to Finding
Happiness One Movie at a Time

Nancy Peske and Beverly West
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Dise Dinonend

Jack, get this through your head. The first time I ever
sang 1 fll in love with the audience. I've been in
love with the audience ever since. I'm going to
give them the best that's in me no matter who,

@ what, or when tries to stop me, including you.
% Joan Crawford as Jenny Stewart in Torch Song

Oh, for goodness’ sake. Get down off that crucifix, someone needs
the wood.
X Gy Pearce as Feicia in The Adseneures of Priscila, Queen of the Desere

You think that because I'm beautiful I don't have feclings. Well,

you're wrong. I'm an actress. 've got all of them!
% Goldie Hawn as Elise Elior in The First Wives Club
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You have gone too far. You have married Fester, you have de-
stroyed bis spirit, you have taken him from us. All that T could

forgive. But Debbie . . . pastels?
X Anjel

ca Huscon as Moricia in Addanms Fanily Values

Morticia: Do you remember our honeymoon?
Gomez: That glorious cruise! No calls.

Morticia: No cares.

Gomez: No survivors.
X from Addams Family Values
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Mrasilyn el frangs

If a girl is spending all her time woried about all
the money she doesn't have, how’s she going to

have any time for being in love?
* Marilyn Monroe as Lorelei Lee in
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

Real diamonds! They must be worth their weight in gold!
% Marilyn Monroe as Sugar Kane in Some Like It Hot

Tjust got to feel that whoever I marry bas some real regard for me,

aside from all that lovin® stuff.
X Marilyn Monroe as Cheric in Bus Stop
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] Dipsfonctionl Forly Jol

To all that binds a family together. To mirth, to

merriment, to manslaughter.
% Raul Julia as Gomez in Addams Family Values
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Difoctina Pl el

% Nobody means what they say on Thanksgiving,

Mom. You know that. That’s what the day’s

supposed to be all about, right? Torture.
% Holly Hunter as Claudia in Home fo the Holidays

We don't bave to like cach other. We're family.
% Holly Hunter as Claudia in Home for the Holidays
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hasnie developed any independence issues yet, he longs for his family to return
home, which they do, just i time to sit down to a big Christmas dinner to-
gether. Watch this movie when you wan to remind yourself how grear Christ-
mas would be if you were juse willing to remain forever a child, and not insist

o things like respect for your individuality or adult independence.

1ts a Wonderful Life (1946) »&

Stars: James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore
Director: Frank Capra
Wiers: Phili Vi Doren Stern, Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett, Frank Capra

There are a lot of holiday tradicions we all wish we could toss out with the
oteing jack-o'-lantern: Uncle Mervin's loud and off-color jokes that the kids
want explained to them, Grandmas burned yams, Cousin Sophics insistence

that youte stirring the gravy with encirely the wrong spoon. No wonder its so
blissful to pop in that feel-good classic Its « Wonderful Life and escape to 2
world of honorable men, 2 loving community, and guardian angels who turn
the worst disasters ino lfe-affirming celebrations. Yes, youve scen it a million

times, bur some holiday radicions are worth repearing
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own variations on the theme, just as we cach have our own way of preparing
the sweet poratoes and cranberics, and we each supplement the main course
with our personal dishes of tamales, spring rolls, lesbian pregnancies, secret
Tove affairs, and hidden grudges that make their way to the surface before the
liele chingie pops up on the turkey. Watch this one next Thanksgiving and sa-
vor your own family’s banuet of eraziness.

Planes, Trains and Automobiles (1987) *
Stars: Steve Martin, John Candy *
Director and Witer: John Hghes

s two days before Thanksgiving and businessman Neal Page (Steve Martin)
jusc wanes to gee home to his family bue he soon enters a commauter nightmare,
one in which his ellow traveler a shower-curtain-ring salesman named Del
Griffith (John Candy),is the very incarnation of Jungs shadow self—kind of
Neal's personal anichrise. Finall, he unflingly polite Neal loses it and scarcs
ranting about Dels personal habits and insufferable babbling. But juse then he
sces the pain in Dels eyes, and he begins to relize that sometimes fate puts peo-
ple in our pah so tha we can grow beyond our own limitations and recognize
that were all part of  human family even if some of our relatives make us wane
o jump out at ewelve thousand feet. This Thanksgiving-themed movie il re-
‘mind you o practice love and accepeance, but draw your boundaries too.

Home Alone (1990)
Stars: Macauley Culkin, Catherine O'Hara, Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern ?}?ﬁ
Director: Chris Columbus *

Writer: Jobn Hughes

Adorable eight-year-old Kevin McCallister (Macauley Culkin) is acciden-
cally lefe behind when his family leaves for a Christmas in Paris. Ac frst hes

chrilled to have the place to himself, but eventually, because he's cight and
« . continued
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Home for the Holidays

Tt happens to us all once a year: the turkeys seart roast-
ing, the sleigh bells and the phone start ringing, your in-

laws seare whining, and before you know it youre being carced home for the
holidays. If you'e being held hostage by holiday togecherness, click your hels
three times, pop in one of these movies, and repeat to yourself; Theres no place

like home, there’s no place like home.

Home for the Holidays (1995)

Stars: Holly Hunter, Robert Downey, Jr, Anne Bancroft, Charles Durning
Director: Jodie Foster

Writers: Chris Radant, W, D Richter

Claudia (Holly Hunter) gets divorced, loses her job, fights with her adoles-
cent daughter, and then she has to go home for the holidays. Watch this uli-
mate Thanksgiving nightmare movie when youre fecling like a skewered bird
in your family's verical roaster, and take our advice: if you canfescand the hear,
stay out of the kitchen ... and the dining room ... and the state.

What's Cooking? (2000)

Stars: Alfre Woodard, Mercedes Ruehl Joan Chen, Julianna Margulics,
Kyra Sedgwick, Maury Chaykin, Lainie Kazan

Director: Gurinder Chadha

Witers: Paul Mayeda Berges, Gurinder Chadha

In this movie about Thanksgiving at four different ethnic American house-
holds—one Vietnamese, one Jewish, one African American, and one His-
panic—we discover that while America is indeed a multicultural mosaic, when

it comes to holidays, we are united in our dysfunction. Oh, we each have our

« . continued
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Whatever you do, don't tell them I picked you up outside a
rest room.
 Salma Hayek as Isabel Fuenes in Fools Rush In
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Too Divine

had a penchant for zipping around Hollywood in a convere-
ible, accompanied by her red Chow dogs, whose fur matched
her own locks.

On a publicity junket for the fick Personal Property,Jean Harlow brough on
board the train her mother, her hairdresser, her publicist, twenty-one pieces
of luggage tha included several gowns from the movie, and five-gllon bor-
tles of spring water to wash her hair with.

When doing love scenes, Errol Flynn would cast his gaze on his leading
Iady's hairline instead of her face because he was convinced thar somehow
this made his eyes look bigger and more artractive
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Dise Dinonend

When a dress costs over a hundred bucks, it’s a

frock!
X Barbara Scanwyck as Kay Awmold in Ladics of Leisure

What should an ex-wife do? Spend her days doing good deeds? Go-
ing to bed at night with suitable books?

@ * Norma Shearer as Jerry in The Disorcic

Girls who start with breakfast don't usually end up with supper.
% Claudette Colbert as Franzi in The Smiling Lieutenant
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Be Lonefl What Vou Wisk Fon

And so, dear Lord, it is with deep sadness that we turn over to you
this young woman, whose dream to ride on a giant swan
resulted in her death. Maybe it is your way of telling us ... .

to buy American.
% Richard Ooms as the pastor in Drop Dead Gorgeous

T'd have good strong roots in  town like Mount Rose, a solid
Christian trunk, and long, leafy branches for handicapped

children to use as shelter.
X Denise Richards as Becky Ann Leeman
in Drop Dead Gorgeous

Hi. I'm Amber Atkins, and I am signing up "cause two of my
Savorite persons in the world competed in pageants: my mom
and Diane Sawyer. Of course, I want to end up more like

Diane Sawyer than my mom.
% Kirsten Dunst as Amber Ackins
i Drop Dead Gorgeous
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cigaretee holder, and be gay, gay, gay. No wonder that upon meeting her, brain
surgeon Frederick Stecle (George Brent) decides to perform one last operation
before he reties to Vermont. Sadly, he is unable to cure the woman he s starting
o fall in love with. Yes, one day,ie will all go dark,ehis brighe lighe will quietly
dim, and those Max Steiner orchestrations will each such a stunning crescendo
that you'l be scrambling for the volume-lowering button on the remote.

165 hard co imagine a gal who scares down death with as much aplomb as
Judich, bu we've gotta wonder abour a doc who starts cutting into a woman's
geay matcer without going over the basics with her—]
and prognosis. And we worty that when Judich realizes the end is near, she
stoicall faces deach alone and der

Hey, wefe al for bravery in the face of the inevicable, but we think this
WASP stiff-upper-lp thing is a bit much. And Steeles litcle words of wisdom
0 her friend:“We can never even think abour i. In face, we don'e even alk

ke, say her diagnosis

es her loved ones any sense of closure.

about ... we just precend that nothings going to happen? Definitely an at-

titude that works better on the screen than in the real world
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Freudian Slipups

Dark Victory (1939)

Stars: Bette Davis, George Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald,
Humphrey Bogart

dmund Goulding

Writer: Cascy Robinson, based on the play by George Emerson Brewer, Jr,
and Bertram Bloch

Director:

How can we not admire Judith Traherne (Betee Davis), a Long Island rich
giel who combines a WASP sensibilty with a distinctly French,free-spirted joic
de vivre? Shes full of sparkle and verve,drinking in the champagne of lfe, ready
o leap over the tallest fence with her horse. Ab,if only she did' have pesky

headaches, double vision, an inabiliy to concentrate, memory loss, and severe.

nerve damage in her right b

d thae prevents her from feeling a cigarette burn-
ing down to the scub. Well, she'l simply sec her shoulders back, take to using a

... continued.
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She is queen and I know queens. And, ob, bas she
got herself  nose, and I know noses too. That lttle schnozzle
of hers is the berries, I tell you. And is it cute when she throws

that little schnozzle to the high beavens?
% Robere Williams as Scew Smich in Placinun Blonde
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The Meaning of Life According to Monty Python

‘When it comes to figuring out the meaning of i all, we've always thought
tha the Money Pychon crew was on to something. If you'e in the mood for
absurd, hypereducated, hilarious, and thought-provoking commentary on the
imporcant scuff,check out what John Cleese, Eric Idle, Michal Palin, and the
rest of the gang have to say in these classic Python ficks.

The Life of Brian (1979)

‘This i an irreverent spin on the proliferation of mystery cults at the be-
ginning of the Christian Era, starring Graham Chapman as the hapless Brian,
born in the manger next door to you-know-awho. The Life of Brian pokes fun at
our human foibles: our cliquishness, our childish need for perfect leaders, and
‘mosty; our desire to have someone else figure it all our and present it to us as
a nonthreatening homily that allows us to remain in our comfore zone. Watch
this when you are ready o laugh ac your own failings, and remember,always
ook on the brighe side oflf

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975)

i this King Arthur spoo, various knights of the round table muse prove
themselves worthy of the grailthey seck and answer the deeper questions,like
“What is the airspeed velocity of an unladen swallow” (Hey; knowing the an-
swer to this one once got us out of having to flash picture IDs to get our bar
bracelets ae  concert.) As the knights travel across England, they encounter
everything from shrubbery-demanding bandits to snotey French casele guards
0 a man-eating bunny.

‘When you feel yourself wandering in the backvwaters of your own personal
journey, Monty Python and the Holy Grail will keep you laughing and remind
you that there’s no escaping lifcs absurdities and perplexiies.

«. . continued
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f Warning Label: If you're going to be the essence ofjoie de

vivre, the feminine force of creative chacs personified,
ready to sweep into the ife of the nearest widower and
apen his heart to possbility and freedom, we suggest that
you ditch the girdle!
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Dt Be AM & fegk

the Jpontant Quetiong

Is life just a game where we make up the rules while we're searching
for something to say? O are we just simply spiraling coils of self-
replicating DNA?

% Eric Idle in Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life

What if the hokeypokey really is what it’s all about?

* Anonymous
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setups like the overwrough packed-balcony coureroom scene (orally ripped
off from To Kill  Mockingbird).

Former mental patient Hunter “Pacch” Adams (Robin Williams) has de-
ided bis s purpse s o help peopie Brigh-eyed and bushy-tiled P,
shi

ision is to.

who seems to have an endless supply of hideously loud sever s and

ifés
enollin medical school. Once there, Patch is such a quick seudy that he has
plenty of time for high jinks—entertaining youthful cancer patients by don-
ning a red rubber nose fashioned from an enema bulb, filling rooms with bal-

anachronistic cargo pants, figures the best way o fulfl

loons, and helping a dying elderly woman to swim in a pool full of noodles.

Butjust as the gags are running a bit thin, the movie takes a somber turn
and opens us up to questioning the power of love and joy in the face of evil. And
when Patch reaches his lowest point in a mountain Gethsemane, the smallest of
creatures teaches him his most important lesson—thar while we cannot change
every corner of the world we muse do our best to change the corner we inhabit.
15 chis moment and a handful of quielcele eruchs sprinkled among the prat-
falls that saves Patch Adams from being hopelessly corny as it encourages us to
follow our dreams and find purpose in service to our fellow man.

If you've been feeling lost in the woods lately, Patch Adans may g you
back on your personal path.
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% But I did change—tbe moment you lefe me I knew

T'd never be able to live with anybody else.
% David Niven as Tony Halstead
in Eternally Yours
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acts of kindness—he going to do good deeds for three people and tell them
t0pay it forward” o three more people ... and s0 on, and so on. Eventually
the world should end up nor with a gazillion lines of e-mail addresses before
you hit the meat of the message, but with posicive energy overflowing and
eransforming it into a becter place. OF course, the Pay It Forward movement
will end up in Los Angeles, where it will become the hottest trend and spawn
coverage on the nightly news, a simple stick figure graphic that looks geeat on
2 movie marquee, and widespread rejection of pessimism and defeatism.

Hey, we were into the romance between the wounded and troubled Arlene
(Hielen Hune) and the nebbishy and badly disfigured Eugene, and we wanted
0 scoop up that darling ltcle Haley Joel into our arms and give him a bear
hug. But it hard to give in to that millennium-hugging, white-light-
visualizing, decidedly noncynical fecling when this movie insists on sending
its message into your mind with the force of a two-by-four striking your head.
By the time the candlelight vigil came along, we were downright cranky.

Still,if youire sorely in need of an uplif, and willing to make a concerted.
effort to squelch your brain functioning and give in to the schmalez, you

might want to check this one out.

Patch Adams (1998)

Stars: Robin Wiliams, Monica Potter, Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Bob Guntton, Daniel London

Director: Tom Shadyac

Writer: Steve Oedekerk, based on the book Gesundheit: Good Health Is
Laughing Matcer by Hunter “Patch” Adams and Maureen Mylander

Speaking of squelching your brain functioning, thisis another one of
those movies that demand you tuen off your mind and float downstream, but
at least it doesnt require a full-frontal loboromy. It does, however, require a

high olerance for overly cute kids, vaudeville humor, and cheap emorional

. continued
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“This was the only film Loretea Young made in a two-year period at the
height of her carcer because Hollywood's bigwigs decided they had to punish
her for being a bad girl and trying to work freelance instead of knuckling under
o the paernaliseic studios.
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Artificial Sweeteners

When youire desperacely in need of a jol of spiricualicy and
willing to overlook shameless oversentimentaliy, you mighe find one
of these arcificially colored and sweetened feel-good flicks to your liking Juse
donit blame us f you stare feeling sluggish  half hour later.

Pay It Forward (2000)

Stars: Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt, Haley Joel Osment

Director: Mimi Leder

Writer: Leslie Dixon, based on the novel by Catherine Ryan Hyde

Assigned by his seventh-grade social scudies teacher Eugene Simonet
(Kevin Spacey) to make the world a better place, tender-eyed litle Trevor
MecKinney (Haley Joel Osment) comes up with an improvement on random

+. . continued
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atrocious pair of aviator sunglasses we've ever seen. Hey, its not everybody
who can make a seroll down a high school hallway emblematic of the
doomed but exquisite beauty of youth. Which leads us to believe that
Josh is going to be riding up over the hill—with his hair blowing in

the first breezes of the summer of the red grass while an overwrought
Max Steineresque score swells behind him—in no time. Brad Pirt,

move over. w
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% Wondy )i ﬁ,

I suppose T could be pissed off about what happened
to me. But it hard to stay mad when there’s so
much beauty in the world. Sometimes I feel like
I'm seeing it all at once, and it’s too much. My

beart fills up like a balloon that’s about to burst.
% Kevin Spa

ey as Lester Burnham in A

can Beauty
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Edvard floten SPA, TIWL, DD, SIN, RUM, TSHT
Top Drool Pics: Primal Fear, American History X, Fight Club

I not everybody who can make a multiple murderer with a splic
personality disorder, a tattooed white supremacist leader, and a proponent
of human cockfights with an alter ego who looks like Brad Pitt in a Vic-
coria’s Secret bathrobe seem lovable. Bu then, Edward Norcon is no ordi-
nary hunk. For one ching, he seems like he’ got a brain in his head. And
we understand that in real life he speaks fuent Japanese, which is, like,
cotally impressive. Pu tha together with those shy, smoldering eyes, chat
cockeyed schoolboy grin, and the precision body sculpting that has obvi-
ously gone on in che years between Primal Fear and American History X,
and youive got one hot antihero who can seraddle good and evil, brains
and brawn, and, we imagine,  few other things besides. m

}o,& ff.mdt 'WPBM, RGH, BE, DMCA, EMT, FSG
Top Drool Picks: The Virgin Suicides, Here on Earth, Pearl Harbor

Alrighe, we realize hes in the male waif stage of his development,
and okay, so he’ barely legal, but ever since we saw Josh Harenert do the
male version of the Pretty Woman stru down tha high school hallway in
“The Virgin Suicides we've been scouring the racks of the video store. Oh,
for just one more glimpse of that breathtaking Tiger Beat face thar man-
aged to communicare its fresh and flawless magnificence despite the mose

«.. continued





OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_153_r1.jpg
Jesus of Montreal (1989)
Stars: Lothaire Bluteau, Catherine Wilkening
Director and Witer: Denys Arcand.

Christianity and the Stanislavsky system meet in this Canadian film about
a group of actors who are hired by their local parish to update and perform
the passion play. When the actors begin internalizing their roles, and reincer-
precing the Gospel with a decidedly radical bent,their method performances
begin to ratele the powers that be as they head toward a crucifivion of a whole
different color. Watch this when you need to remember that sometimes being
Christlike means not being afraid to wreck the cemple.
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All-American Bad Boys

The fody Hiok Qe e

WPBM = Well-Placed Beauty Mark RUM = Rasw Unpre-
dictable Masculnity SPA = Six-Pack Als RGH = Realy
‘Good Hair DD = Drowsy Drav TIWL = That sl
‘Wounded Look APFM = A Pectic Flai for Metaphr
DMCA = Devil-May Care Attitude ASD = Arsocatc
Suave and Debonair BE = Bedroom Eyes EGL = Exafic
‘Good Looks EMT = Eyes Moit wth Tears FSG = Feckless
Schoolby Grin PBE = Piercig Blu Fyes SIN = Smolder-
ing srutabe, and Noble TSHT = That Sexy Homicidal
Thing CSD = Confidenly S Deprecting
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Godspell (1973)

Stars: Victor Garber, David Haskell
Director: David Greene

Writers: David Greene, John-Michael Tebelak

A seventies camp classic, Godspel presents a warm and fiszzy—and decid-
edly nonthreaening and asexual —Jesus, who wears rainbow suspenders, a Su-
perman T-shire, painted ecars, and a white-boy-afro wig. The updated JC is
paternalistic and moody as he tell parables in King Jamesian English to.a
bright-eyed group of hippies who dance and face-paine their way to enlighten-
ment while belring out rock ballads like“When Wilt Thou Save the People’in
a manner frighteningly reminiscent of those stagy kids on Barrey and Friends or
one of those embarrassing acting exercises designed to free performers from in-
hibitions that they should probably hold on to. Watch this when youire in the
mood for a kinder, gentler Judeo-Chrisian patriarch who shows mercy to those
who pracice bad theater improv and reminds us all chat if you wane to get to
heaven,all you have to do is embrace your inner clown. Honk Honk.

The Last Temptation of Christ (1938)

Stars: Willem Dafoe, Harvey Keitel, Barbara Hershey

Director: Martin Scorsese

Writer: Paul Schrader, based on the novel by Nikos Kazantzakis

“Thisis the urban, grity cighics-style interpretation of the passion play as
only Scorsese can tel it with lots of atmospheric slow-mo dolly shors, the lipped
bare bones dialogue of the sercer an atmospheric soundrrack, a Judas from De-
lancey Streee (Harvey Keitel), and a fercely human Jesus Chrise (Willem Dafoc),
who must overcome a guilty conscience and moral confsion to complete his mis-
sion here on carth. Wtch this when you need to remember tht cven our mose
celebrated archetypal heroes have to wrestle with the dark side.

continued
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Beste Bires

You're being charming, reasonable, and very boy-
L\ ish. Unless youve changed, that means you're

about to drink someone’s blood. Probably mine.
X Becte Davis as Linda Gilman in Jure Bride
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Jesus Christ Movie Star

The greatest story ever told has been told a few times
on the silver screen. Here are a few of the more notable
‘examples of Jesus Christ as movie star that seem to say
more about our own times than those biblical days of yore.

Jesus Christ Superstar (1973)

Stars: Ted Necley, Carl Anderson, Yoonne Elliman

Director: Norman Jewison

Witers: Meluyn Bragg, Norman Jewison, based on the play by Andrew
Lloyd Weber and Tim Rice

This version of the passion play casts JC as a sixies-style love child in
long hair and sandals who belts out his gospel like a rock anthem, hangs
around with beggars and prosticutes in his down time, takes on the oppres-
sion inherent in the system, and ultimately ascends to rock god heaven after
an early and tragic death at the hands of a corrup eseablishment. Watch this
one when you need to feel thar God is not only on your side, butis probably a
very viable choice as a headliner at your next rock relief global simulcase.

« . continued
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(ikilir fgges

I don’t bave any heroes. All useless. There’s no heroes. None are

accessible.
X John Lydon, The Filt and the Fury
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Best Pickap Lines

T would rather be your best friend than the guy
who made you give up any part of yourself.

X William Fichener s Asron in Pasion of Mind

o

If you want me to stop, tell me now.
% Clinc Eastwood as Robers Kincaid in The Bridgesof Madison County

You are everything I never knew I always wanted.
% Marchew Perry as Alex Whitman in Fools Rush In

Tlove that you get cold when it’s seventy-one degrees out. I love
that it takes you an hour and a half to order a sandwich. I
love that you get a little crinkle in your nose when you're look-
ing at me like I'm nuts. I love that after I spend the day with
you, T can still smell your perfume on my clothes. And I love
that you are the last person I want to talk to before I go to

sleep at night.
% Billy Ceyscal as Harry Buens in When Harry Met Sally

Theres not a part of you that I don’t know, remember, and want.
% Robere Monsgomery as Elyot i Privte Lives

Come on. We've got a lot to do. I've got to drink to you, you've got
to drink to me, and we've both got to drink to each other.

What do you say—should we start?
X Cary Granc as Andre Charville i
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Beste Bites

By the way, our date is off, isw't it? When I didn't
bear from you for three years, I leaped to that
conclusion. You heel.

X Becte Davis as Linda Gilman in Jure Bride
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Sacrificing for the Cause

Tom Hanks donated his salary for Forrest Gump (1994) to
the underpaid and underappreciated screenwriter.

Cary Grant donated his salary for The Philadelphia Story (1940) to the
vy for Arsenic and Old Lace (1944) co the Amer-

British war efforc and his
ican war effort,

Joan Crawford, cast in They All Kissed the Bride (1942) after the leading lady,
Carole Lombard, was killed in a plane crash while selling war bonds, do-

naed her salary to the war cffore. And when she discovered her agent had

aken his usual 10 percent cur, she canned him.
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Stupid Gug Qastes

Sometimes I wish I could boldly go where no man has

gone before . .. but I'll probably stay in Aurora.
X Dana Carve as Garth Algar in Waynes World
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Codgpendent Coffiee Mag Sapings

It’s okay. I wouldn’t remember me either.
% Kevin Spacey as Lester Burnham in Anerican Beauty
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Qon ] Spesk b Seporvign

Lower your shields and surrender your ships. We will add your bio-
logical and technological distinctiveness to our own. Your culture

will adapt to serve us. Resistance is futile. We are the Borg.
% “The Borgin Star Tk Firt Contact
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Boil, pecl, and mash the potatoes with a whole bunch of butter and
milk, and if you're really feeling down, use cream. Brown the meat and
onion. Add the lemon juice, nutmeg, salt, pepper, and red pepper to the
meat. In a greased casserole dish, make one layer of mashed potatacs,
then add the meat-and-onion mixture, and top with the rest of the
mashed potatoes. Brush the top of the mashed potatoes with two beaten
eggs and bake at 350° for 45 minutes. Let stand for 10 minutes, cat as
much as you possibly can as quickly as you possibly can, then roll over
and take a nap. You're going to need it

Bitter-and-Blue Chocolate Fondue

1 tablespoon butter 30 large marshmallows
1 pound chocolate candy /s cup milk
bars with nuts /s pint heavy cream

Grease a slow cooker with butter and set on bigh for 10 minutes. Then
break up the chocolate and throw it in the pot along with all of the other
high-calorie ingredicnts. Cover and set on low and cook until everything is
melted and mushed together. Stir it occasionally so nothing burns or sticks,
then uncover and dip whatever you can think of into the fondue.

Some dipping suggestions: pound cake, donts, pretzels, dried apri-
cots, your finger, your friend’ finger, etc.
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Fosas Logt Wondy

T'm sorry. T promise I'll never do anything again

that you don’t want me to do.
% David Niven as bad boy Tony Halstead
in Eternally Yours
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Bexs Qulinargtherapy: Fook o Everg Masd

Comfort Food

When youre fecling like roadkill on the highvway of life,
like food designed purely for pleasure to make

you feel becter. Here are a few of our favorite comfore foods to help

there’s nothi

you feel nurtured and loved from the inside our.

Mom’s Mashed Potato Pie

3 pounds potatoes 2 teaspoons lemon juice
butter 1 teaspoon nutmeg
milk salt and pepper

1 pound ground beef two pinches hot ground
/s pound ground pork red pepper

'/ pound ground veal 2 eggs, beaten
1 large onion, chopped @@

continued
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Wonds te Live B,y

T would rather have thirty minutes of wonderful

than a lifetime of nothing special.
% Julia Roberts as Shelby in Stedl Magnolas
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B el v el

Despite her glamorous screen image, Cleopatra was actully far from beau-
ful.In fact, according to her portrait on ancient gold coins, she looked  lot
like Ernest Borgnine with a bad nose job. However, the real Cleopatra was very
seductive,charismatic, extremely intelligent (she spoke nine languages), and
was a notoriously shrewd politician. And her epic theme parties were leg-

endary in the ancient world.
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Wonds o Jive By

I'm a princess! All girls are!
% Shirley Termple as Sara Crewe in The Litle Princes
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Lokl Lix Lines

Tam the Earth Mother and you are all lops.
X Liz Taylor as Marcha in Whes Afrid of Virginia Woolf

You look like a piece of birthday cake, dear! Too bad everyone's
had a piecel % Liz Taylor as Marina Rudd in The Mirror Crackid
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trousers. Jared Leco started to look starclingly like somehing we never ex-
pected: a nice boy thar youd love to take home to mother. Whats a gl to
do? But then, just as we began to get alarmed, Reguicr for a Drears came out,
fearuring a Jared Leto who is once agtin a charming miscreant in need of re-
form, with the obligarory forelock of hair in his eyes, and all was once again
right with the world. Although we have to admit, we do sort of miss those
snug, high-waisted period erousers and thar cute lecle Victorian acces
Maybe Jared is helping us acknowledge once and for all thar bad boys can be-
come good boys, and still manage to be sexy. Now wouldrit that be a relcf! m

Pul (s PBE, RUM, DMCA, FSG

“Top Drool Pics: Somebody Up There Likes Me, Hud, Cool Hard Luke, The
Hustler, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, The Color of Money, The Stng

There are hunks, and then there are HUNKS, and hen there’s Paul
Newman, who took the image of the cinematic bad boy and clevated it to
the level of religion. Those arent just blue eyes, those are windows to
heaven. That’s not just some guy walking down the highway, that’s the
swaggering cocksure embodiment of male sexuality. Thats no just a hard-
boiled egg sliding down a convier's throat, thars a metaphor for the invinci-
bility of the human spirit. And thar's not just salad dressing, char's the
vinaigrette of human kindness. Cmon—the man makes seventy-five look
sexy. Paul Newman is a hunk for all scasons. w
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Top Drool Pics: Basil, American Psycho, Girl, Interrupted, Sunset Strip,
Requiem for a Dream

‘When Jared Leto frst entered our consciousness it was as that
adorable and insouciant Jordan Caalan in the TV series My So-Called Lt
Jordan was like the apotheosis of our high school bad boy dreams: great hair
thars always in his face; deep, dark, largely vacant eyes; and a really well
placed birchmark. Jared Leto as Jordan Catalano was like male marzipan. Bue
then Jared grew up and started appearing in Merchant-Ivory-inspired period
picces and pronouncing florid sentences with multiple clauses in a reltively
not everybody who can look haunted and

convincing British accent. And
excruciaringly beautiflin a pair of those bizarre high-waisted Victorian

.. continued
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Worgt Pickap Lines That fretually Wonked

What is the greatest sin of pride? Chastity.
Repenting is very pleasing to God, but before we
can repent we have to sin. I would cut these wrists
if it would give you a single moment of happiness! Think of
God, my angel. He gave us this pleasure. T talk to God. Kiss
me and you kiss bim. Lie with me and you lie with him.
X Alan Rickman in Rasputin
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B el Red

I el lfe o g rid ofthis bad boy; Raspurin's enernes had to feed him
enough porassium cyanide o kill ix men, shoot him in the chest,actack him with
an ax, beat him bloody; i him up, and chrow him in the frozen Neva River.

Think about it
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Stupid Firl Quotes

1 dont see plays, ‘cause I can nap at home for free.
And I don’t see movies "cause they're trash,
and they ain’t got nothin’ but naked people in
em! And T dow't read books, *cause if they're

any good they're gonna make "em into a mini-

series.
X Shirley MacLaine as Ouiser in Seel Magnolias
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Gladiator (2000)

Stars: Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoeniz, Conie Nielsen
Director: Ridley Scott

Writers: David Franzoni, Jobn Logan, William Nicholson

Gladiater has rurned American movie houses, and now our living rooms,
into the Roman Colosseum, where well-mu
hands hack each other to bits as we decaden citizens of a crumbling empire.

heroes with cudgels in their

look on with a bag of pork rinds in our hand, and cheer.
Ru:

ains hell on his enemies bu is loved and worshiped by his soldiers, mostly

ell Crowe stars as Maximus, a general of the armies of the north, who

because he has this reall soft, facherly voice. He runs afoul of the empire.
when aging Emperor Marcus Aurclius chooses Masimus over his own son
Commodus (Joaguin Phoenix) to rule Rome after he is gone because Max-
imus s just more of a stand-up guy.

Yeah, righ, che good guy gers the throne ... like that gonna happen. This
is Roman history afcer all, and evencually, a classical revenge tragedy set up.
like this

lence e

s going o get ugly. And sure enough, it does. Much Byzantine vio-

5, as well s a couple of semi-incestuous love scenes, and a rousing

and poignant conclusion featuring lots of chariors.

On the positive side, Gladiator cautions dads everywhere to pay more at-
tention to their daughters and sons, lst they wind up precipitating the fall of
Rome in a misguided bid for paternal approval. On the negative side this is an
opulent, big-screen, megabudget gore-fest about how many heads you can
hoist on one petard and still avoid an NC-17 rating.

Lore Exergey

T am required to kill, so I kill. That is enough.

* Russell Crowe as Maximus in Gladiator
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his own inner violence, Ben trades his saber for a spade and recires with his
family to a bucolic secci
when the British are coming, and the whole town pleads with him to lead the
troops into barcle for American independence, Ben resolutely refuses to puc
down his shovel and eake up arms.

Unforcunately, Benis son Gabriel (Heath Ledger), the John Boy of the
movie, only without the birchmark and with bereer hair,gets caughe up in the
nationalist frenzy of the moment and joins the army: In order to protect his
son, Ben must pick up his musket once again and begin goring people to

reminiscent of a colonial Walton's Mountain. Even

death in an operaric orgy of graruitous bloodletting, all committed in the

name of freedom, fmily, and box office.

Lome Eveases

I'm a parent. I haven't got the luxury of principles.
X Ml Gibson as Benjamin Martin in The Ptrit

Now this might have been a successful conelusion from a military per-
spective, and it cercainly seems to have paid off in box office receipts, but
it's an emotional and psychological disaster. Rather than learning from ex-
perience, Ben decides to repeat his bloody mistakes—only chis time, he
does it in front of his children. Actually, he does it in fron of all of our
children and winds up with two dead sons, a dead daughter-in-law, a farm
burned to the ground, a five-year-old who is a hysterical mute, and a life-
time of regrer. But hey, he did make some really good war buddies in the
process.

«. . continued
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Wands to Lire By

You know, we ough to be ashamed of ourselves—

leaving four unopened bottles in Paris.
% Cary Grant as Andres Charville in Suzy
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Period Peace Pics That Are Actually Gore-Fests
and Really Piss Us Off

‘The Patriot (2000)

Stars: Mel Gibson, Heath Ledger, Jocly Richardson
Director: Roland Emmerich

Writer: Robert Rodat

Mel“Family Values” Gibson stars as Revolutionary War hero Benjamin
Martin, akaThe Ghose who vows to remain a pacifist following a bloody
carcer as an officer in the French and Indian War. Horrified by the scale of

. continued
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The Firer” Sex

Mr. Allen, this may come as a surprise to you, but
there are some men who don't end every sen-

tence with a proposition.
% Doris Day as Jan Morrow in Pillow Tk

That cynicism you refer to I acquired the day I discovered I was

different from little boys.
¥ Celeste Holm as Karen in All About Eve

Personally, I think alligators have the right idea. They cat their

young.
X Eve Arden as Ida Corwin in Mildred Pierce
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Sumant Gug Qustes

%D Never joke about a woman's hair,clothes, or men-

strual cycle. Page one.
% John Hannah as James i Siding Doors
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Beste Bires

Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to be a bumpy
[,‘A night.
% Berte Davis as Margo Channing in All Abut Eve
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Warning Label: Ifhes in one of “those” moods while you're
watching this movie,or f bis brother s i town, lock up
the golf clubs and bide the toaste:
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Cold are the hands of time that creep along relent-
lessly, destroying slowly but without pity that
which yesterday was young. Alone our memo-
ries resist this disintegration and grow more
lovely with the passing years. Heb! That's hard
to say with false teeth!

% Robert Dudley as™The Wienie King”
in The Pab Beach Story

Hey, doll. Could you scare up another round for our table over
bere? And tell the cook this is low-grade dog food. I've had bet-
ter food at the ball game, you know? This steak still bas marks
from where the jockey was bitting it

% Rodney Dangerfield as Al Czervik in Caddyshack
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Male Archetypes

The character of James Bond, created by author lan

Fleming, was inspired by debonair Cary Grant—who later

turned down the role in the movies.

The character of Bugs Bunny was inspired by Clark Gable, who munched
a carrot in a rabbity manner in It Happened Ore Night, alchough he did not
say,“What's up, Doc?".





OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_175_r1.jpg
Chapter 12

An&ﬂn}tﬁu ML Phwd
Ku”w\m Moovies

\

\

7
\ YN
"





OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_053_r1.jpg
Stapid Gug Quotes
Boon (Deter Riegert): My advice to you is to start
drinking heavily.

Blato (Jobn Belushi): Better listen to bim, Floun-
der. He's premed.

from Aninmal House
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I e Porfeer World . . .
1¢s so beautiful here. If it just had the New York

“Times, it would be perfect.
% Janeane Garofalo as Marcy Tizard in The Matchmaker

See the way the handle on ber pruning shears matches ber garden-

ing clogs? That's not an accident.
% Kevin Spacey as Lescer Burnharm in American Bauty
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of aman is not how long he can hold on to a lic match in a chicken contest,

but how successfully he loves himself, and his wife and children.

Tin Men (1987)
Stars: Richard Dreyfss, Danny DeVito, Barbara Hershey
Director and Witer: Barry Levinson

Cadillacs are a mecaphor for masculinicy in this male rivalry movie about
men; who go head-to-head, using alu-
minum siding, their Cadillacs, and cheir wives as props in a duel to the death
0 prove who is the most macho. Sound familiar?

Bill “BB” Babowsky (Richard Dreyfuss),  king in the aluminum siding
world, backs his brand-new Caddy out of the showroom right into the path
of his competitor Ernest Tilley's (Danny DeVito) Cadillac. When phallic
symbols collide, these two outlaws of the suburban frontier engage in a no-
holds-barred contest to resurrec the dented fenders of their manhood.

Watch this one when your suburban outlaw is flexing his fenders, and re-
mind yourselves that the measure of a man is not the size of his sedan but the
tenderness in his cank.

ewo aluminum siding salesmen, o
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Quips frome Contrel Bucers

Romy (Mira Sorvino): Actually, I have been
trying this new fat-free dict T invented. All I've
e for the past six days are gummsy bears,

5’*’ Michele (Lisa Kudrow): Did you lose weight?

jelly beans, and candy corns.
Michele: God, I wish I had your discipline.

X feom Romy and Michel’s High Schoal Reurion
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bes cave on the block. In the Iron Age guys figured our how to forge spears
and things got alicle uglier. Today guys have found a less corporeal approach
o compeition. Today they jouse with tin.

Pushing Tin (1999)

Stars: Jobn Cusack, Billy Bob Thornton, Angelina Jolie, Cate Blanchett
Director: Mike Newell

Witers: Darcy Frey, Glen Charles

Air eraffic control, or “pushing tin; is a metaphor for masculinity in this
male rivalry movie about two air raffic controllers who go head-to-head, us-
ing jumbo jecs and heir wives as props in a duel to the death to prove who is
the most macho.

Nick"The Zone' Falzone (John Cusack) the undisputed tin-pushing king
of the skies in the fast-paced fly zone above New York iy finds his reign
threatened by the entrance of a cowboy controllercalled Russell Bell (Billy Bob
Thornton). Russell out-studs Nick at every turn, and even wears a feather stuck
inco his headse while he works because he's half Indian, which is way more ex-
otic and cool than The Zone has ever been. And to make matters worse, he bears
Nick at Ping-Pong—every single time. What ensuesis a relentless metaphorical
pissing contest, with Nick pushing the limits of his emorional and psychological
fly spa

This movie gives us gals a geeat refresher course in the dos and don's of
macho. Much of it we knew already—for instance, that guys do seufflike kick

an artempt to write his name in the sky bigger than Bell can.

over motorcycles and expose their fingers to the flame jus to prove how
cough they are, But there are a few surprises. For example, Ping-Pong and
“Muskrat Love” are both macho. So are sclec ballads by Bread, and being
sensitive to your wifés needs—now, therc’ a srecch.
Watch this movie when your macho man is pushing his tin around and
courting a midair collision. Maybe hel learn, ike Nick docs, chat the measure
<. continued





OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_172_r1.jpg
Peals o Passive rggnegsion

Darlene (Robin Wright): Are you aware that you're yelling?
Eddic (Sean Penn): My voice is raised in emphasis. It’s a perfectly

legitimate use of volume.
X from Hurlyburly
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Heavy Metal: Male Rivalry Movies

Pissing contests go back to prehiscoric days and will probably be with us
for as long as the sky scays blue and guys harbor maseulinity issues. In ancient
times, men would simply club one another over the head with a blunt object
and be done with it. Whoever didt lose consciousness go the gl and the

« . continued
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Quips frome Contrel Bucers

Though God hath raised me bigh, yet this I count
the glory of my crowns: that I have reigned with
your loves. And though you bave bad, and may

bave, many mightier and wiser princs sitting
in this seat; yet you never had, nor shall have

any that will love you better.
¥ Elizabeth I
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B el e

Queen Elizaberh I was crowned in 1558, when she was just twenty-five
years old, and ruled England uncil her death in 1603. Elizaberh's cool head,
firm hand, and crossed legs helped her to stabilize a politically volarile nation,

and the lase forey years of her reign are known as the

olden Age.”
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 Tews s

Agent: Do you have a history of emotional
problems, Mr. Wigand?
Jeffrey Wigand (Russell Crowe): Yes. Yes, I do.

I get extremely emotional when assholes put
bullets in my mailbox!
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B el el

“The real-lie Jeffrey Wigand asked the filmmakers for two things: that they
change the names of his daughters and that they not have any character in the

flm shown smoking.
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Stupid Gug Qostes

How do you do, sir? I, ub, Id like to talk with you
sometime, sir, and tell you about my idea for har-
nessing the life force. Itll make atomic power look
like a borse and buggy. I'm already developing my
&3 faculty for seeing millions of miles. And Senator, can
you imagine being able to smell a flower . .. on the
planet Mars? Id like to, ub, have lunch with you someday

soon, sir, and tell you more about it.
X Robert Walker s Bruno Anchony in
Strangers on a Tiin
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Wanld: Cugs Losen Lines

You talkin’ to me? You talkin’ to me? You talkin’ to
me2 Then who the bell else are you talkin’ to? You
talkin’ to me? Well, I'm the only one here. Who do

you think you're talking to? Oh, yeah? Hub? Okay.
% Robere De Niro as Travis Bickl in Toxi Driver
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Acting on Instinct

Dauring the lming of Gore With the Wind, Vivien Leigh and
Olivia de Havilland were upset thac woman-friendly director
George Cukor had been replaced with action director Victor
Fleming (who once, when Leigh asked his advice on how o play a scene,
eplied,Ham it ). Unbeknownst to each other, the actresses each secretly
met with Cukor at his home to get his direction, and both wound up with
Academy Award nominations for their performances.
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Chapter 4

Vs Gug Thing’
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Guwen Kellerman (Sandy Dennis): George, what are we going to do?
We can't ride, we can’t walk, we can’t eat, and we can’t pray.
George Kellerman ( Jack Lemmon): Well, we can think. As long as

we've got our brains, we can think.

Gwen Kellerman: Ob, they'll take that too, George. You'll see.
X from The Out-of-Touners
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Now listen, sweet meat, how "bout you and me get-

ting together tonight?
X Clark Gable o Jean Harlow in Hold Your Man

I've known you in every ripple of moonlight U've ever seen and
every symphony I've ever heard, and every perfume I've ever
smelled ... your hair, your hair is like a field of silver daisies.

T like to run barefoot through your hair.
% Franchot Tone as Gifford Middleton in Bombshell

It’s not even my dick anymore. It’s attached to me, yeah, but it be-
longs to you. I'll take it a step further: I'm telling you that not
only at this point with you, because I'm so attached to you, is
every other girl on earth not exciting to me in the slightest,
every other girl on earth to me, it’s like a salamander—it’s like
something that came from under a fucking rock. It’s disgusting
to me. % Robert Downey:J. as Blake in Tio Girls and & Gay

Meet me in the bedroom in five minutes and bring a cattle prod.
X Tatsuya Mihashi as Phil Moskowicz in Whats Up, Tiger Lily>
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gabardine. And et or al his digniy, poise, and long-imbed grace, foral he
100 percent Colombian mount

‘grown richness of his voice, hes got that
wonderful deadpan wit and mischievousness that reassures us that Will
walks among us. He has managed to create the screen image of the ultimate
modern man who is decply attracted to his strong-willed wife and who neg-
atively compares a lingerie model o his own woman at home (yeah, righ).
And in ndependence Day, Will even managed to make shameless American
jingoism look sexy.

Okay, so his sugar jar ears thac rival Clark Gable can gee distracting at
times, but they give him an air of boyishness that makes him scem all the
more accessible. So well just pretend for a couple of hours that Will is our
very own and savor his unique blend of playfulness and passion, even if it
means sitting through some damn golf movie. m
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o Porfeer World . . .

Hate bim?! How could I hate him? Mothers don't
bate their sons! Is that what be told you? You
see how you believe everything be tells you? And
you can’t do the same for me, you can’t! God I
dorit know what anyone wants from me any-

more!
X Mary Tyler Moore as Bech in Ordinary Pecple

But I'd like the pie beated, and I don't want the ice cream on top.
T want it on the side, and I'd ke strawberry instead of vanilla
if you have it. If not, then no ice cream, just whipped cream,

but only if it's real. If it out of the can, then nothing.
% Meg Ryan as Sally Albrighe in When Harry Met Sally
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The fids fink Qunt

v’u/.‘ﬂ.;m Poell ASD, CSD, DMCA

Top Drool Pics: How to Marry a Millonaire, the Thin Man series, Life with
Fatber, The Great Zicgeld, The Ziegeld Folies, Love Crazy, T Love You
Again, Libeled Lady, My Man Godfrey, Reckless, Manhattan Melodrama

Before motorcyele jackets made the man, before having severe inti-
macy issues craceable to a fracrured facher relationship made a guy hot
scuff, before punching out paparazzi made an actor seem all the more de-
sirable, chere was William Powell, a man who was born in a ux. A man
who knew that a lady deserves to be treated like a lady even when she’s be-
having like a spoiled brat (hey; we all have our das). A man who knew
that a marcini is shaken, never stirred. A man who had full command of
the rules of grammar and never slipped on the subjunctive. A man who
defined unflappable, who could weather with grace any scorm and emerge
pressed, impeccably groomed, and ready with a strong arm. And yet while
William Powell was all of these things, he also had that playful, dimpled
grin and a boyish charm that shone through the veneer of a perfect gentle-
man. M. Powell, you can pop our ornaments anytime. m

W Samith ASD, BE, RGH, CSD, DMCA, FSG

Top Drool Pics: Men in Black, The Legend of Bagger Vance, Independence
Day, Six Degrees of Separation, Eniemy of the State

Face it—Will Smiths long, lean, muscular-machine bod is the reason
they make fine Italian suits. We ber there are millions of sheep the world
over who are begging to be sheared just for the honor of draping Willin

continued
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accenting it with chunky rhinestone jewelry and a plume on her head thar
bobs merrily as she chats with reporters at a press conference. The next day
shes in a black gown with a down-to-there neckline that ends in a humon-
‘gous white cloth calla lly. And of course,theres the requisite Depression-era
symbol of dreams: the lamé gown with maching fur-trimmed cape. Costunies
by Bernard Newman.

M. Skefiington (1944)

Bette Davis as Fanny may be peculant, shallow and vain, but she looks so fib
i her gecups that you start to see why everyone puts up with allof her cold ma-
nipulations and abuse. We just love the black satin spagherciserap gown with nec
shaswl, huge flowers ar the buse and waist, and dripping diamonds, and the
beaded and fringed lapper dress with lamé cap and cigaretre holder Bur that
shawl made out of dead foxes ... somehow the luxury of consumption seems a
bit oo viscerally challenging when youive got animal heads hanging off you, no?
And the seuffed-bird hat willeave you n fashion shock. Gowns by Orry-Kelly

1c Ecch His Oum (1546)

As 2 19205 businesswoman, Josephine“Jodic” Norris (Olivia de Havilland)
parades about in a variety of smare suits and art deco hats, with plenty of fur
and feathers and always-appropriate pearls. At night, she sceps out in a gold
lamé gown with a draping front and back and marching bolero with mink
cuffs. Really, i¢s hard to believe that a woman willing to make the fashion
choices in this movie hasnit got the gumprion to stand up to small-town
morality and demand her right to be respected as a single mom with im.-
peccable taste. Costunmes by Edith Head.
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Hoopskirt Dreams,
Part 2: The Black-and-White Years

Much as we love to live i the modern era of blue
jeans and all-cotcon sweatsuits (ot to mention washing

‘machines with delicate eyeles, and home dry-cleaning kits), we

canit help wishing that for just a moment we could return to the eza of white
gloves, smare suits, and silly hats. By watching these classic flms, you too can
vicariously enjoy being draped by Adrian, Orry-Kelly, and Edith Head.

Love on the R (1936)

Joan Crawford runs away from her dreary life as a socialite, but despite be-
ing an ocean away from her funds and her closer (in the days before credic
cards—whar a horror!), she somchow ends up in an endless array of scrump-

tious outfits. She jumps inco a stolen truck and discovers a darling white or-
‘gandy gown complece with polka dot sequins and a marching hair ribbon, and
she gets kidnapped by a man who inexplicably insists that she don a black vel-
vet cloak with a bejeweled clip and mink cuffs. Would that our own wildeap.
adventures were so well costumed! And check ou her ultrachic shades when
shes incognito. Gowns by Adrian

TResdora Goes Wild (1936)

If youie going to go wild, you might as well do it in style, s Irene Dunne
does in chis madeap comedy about a woman who lets her hair down. Sec free
from the polka-dot-sack-dress bunch back home n liele old Lynnfield,
Connecticut, Theodora spends her savings on one over-the-top ensemble

afeer another. One day shes swimming in a white ostrich feather cape and

«.. continued
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‘Warning Label: Do not drive or operate heavy machinery
while under the influcnce of this medication. Denial and
drll preses are o & good comb.
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T e e

Q) J) Tye Grabam (Michael Wilding): Did you ever
bear of “defense mechanism”
Jenny Stewart (Joan Crawford): You mean, a

D\

girdle?
X from Torch Song
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Junes Jewels

Modeling is just organized walking.
% Jane Fonda as Jane Harper in Fi

b Dick and Jane

A girls best friend is her mama. At least, that’s

what it says on the greeting cards.
% Jane Fonda as Irisin Starky and Irs
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Chapter 11
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Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life (1983)

“The most uneven of the Python movies, and casily the most rasteless one (ies
hard to stomach the exploding glutton scene, and the Oliver-esque musical num-
ber abour the Vatican position on birch control i cither side-splitingly brilliant
or horrifingly offensive depending on your perspecive), his movie nevercheless
has nuggets of absolute genius. And yes, the Pychons do reveal the ultimate se-

cret to the meaning of our very existence, but hey,we don't want to be spoilers.
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Warning Label: When you pop this one in, you'll have to
A time-warp back to a far more innocent era to sce the
bunmor value in he scene where Henry corners Theodora

in her apartment in a courtship gesture that borders on

date rape.
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Wtk Qs Wheeks

Why, you're something that flies out of a jar when

they take the lid off.
% Joan Crawford as Sally Parker to Clark Gable as
Michacl Anthony in Love o the Run

Ms. Perky (Allison Janney): People perceive you as somewhat .. .
Katarina Stratford (Julia Stiles): Tempestuous?

Ms. Perky: “Heinous bitch” is the term used most often.
% from 10 Things 1 Hate About You
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Bods We Don't Buy

Movies can teach us a lot about ourselves, but
when it comes to presening images of women's bod-
ies, they can get downrighe surreal. Here are some
cinematic bods we just don' buy:

Helen Hunt in Pay It Forward

Hune s supposedly an over-chirey woman who's got a kid and a serious
drinking problem, and yec she’s skinny enough o have a jurting collarbone and
legs that look ke they've been sculpred by a combination of Tae-Bo and kick-
boxing, Sheesh, maybe we should take to downing fifths of vodka every day.

Guwyneth Palrow in Hush
A few hours afcer giving birch and being drugged up with class-one nar-
cotics, shets freshly serubbed and practically glowing, not to mention fiat-
... continued
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Freudian Slipups

AllT Wanna Do (1998) (also known as Strike!)

Stars: Kirsten Dunst, Gay Hoffman, Heather Matarazzo,
Lynn Redgrave, Tom Guiry

Director and Writer: Sarah Kernochan

Oh, how we wanted to love this movie. Its got a girl-power message about
the value of single-sex schools for young women. I¢s got a smart but sullen
giel (Gaby Hoffman) who gets over just wanting to lose her virginicy and dis-

covers through her friendships with other young women that there are bigger

dreams to dream. Iés got scathing lines about the shockingly limited choices
thac smart young women faced in 1963, So what’s not to like?

For one thing, why are we supposed to cheer on the male vigilantism of
the gang of misft boys when they help the girls out by beating up the nasty
prepsters? Couldrit che girls solve the problem themselves, nonviolently? Also,
we hated how the Kirsten Dunst character—who fights the hardest to keep
the school from merging with the all-boy academy down the road—gets one
Kiss from a drunken prepster (Tom Guiry) and then is ll for coed education.
And do we have to see graruitous shors of teenage girls in lingeric and a mass
puking scene? Yep, once you lec the boys in the clubhouse, things rapidly dete-
iorate into Animal House antics.

We wish the movie had simply stuck with the original premise that al-
gielinstirurions are valuable because their young female scudents are able o
pursue their educaions without wasting energy worrying about whecher the
boys willreject them for being too smare and not pretty enough. So we say
save the rental money and honor your younger sisters by sending a check off
to your own boarding school or buying a few boxes of Gil Scout cookies

instead.
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Renaissance Women

Joan Fontaine is not only an Academy Award-winning ac-

tress, she is also an excellent horsewoman, a prizewinning

angler,  hole-in-one golfer,a fancastic cook, a licensed inte-

rior decorator, and a plot to boor.

Shirley Temple was the top Hollywood box office champ for th
a row during the Depression, despite the fact tha her age was in the single
digits. She lacer went on to become the US. ambassador to Ghana and
Czechoslovalia and was one of the very first public figures to publicly dis-

cuss having had breast cancer.

Buteerfly McQueen, who played the simpleminded Prissy in Gone With the
Wind, had a B.A. i poliical science and was a community activistin Harlem.
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:3 What Stanley needs is a firm band—somebody
5 with gumption enough to make her toe the
line, & man with enough red blood in bin to

boss ber.
% Charles Coburn as Uncle William in In This Our Life

We bad fun. I took you to the dump. We shot some rats.

X Sean Penn as Emmet Ray in Sueet and Lowdown

Nobody's looking for a puppeteer in today’s wintry economic climate.
X John Cusack as Craig Schwarez in Being John Malkovich
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‘Warning Label: The black humor of the Coen brothers
can be very upsctting for some, especially when the car-
toon vialence takes a sniser turn.






OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_075_r1.jpg
blue sea. Really, conspicuous consumption as a metaphor for the arrogance of

man in the rational age never looked so yummy. Costunes by Deborah L. Scot.

Elizaberh (1930)

IF you'e stuck living in a drafty and damp castle, dodging would-be assas-
sins and dealing with major office policics, you might as well have a wardrobe
of dresses made of layer upon layer of emerald velvet and rich embroidered
silk in shades of gold and scarler, a closet full of crowns, and one of those
white fr capes with the black spots that probably do wonders for keeping a
giel warm when the cold winds of political saborage are blowing, And that hu-
‘mongous carnival night headdress with the autumnal theme—no wonder
Elizabech has to recline in a gondola when she wears il But we think well
forgo the shaved forchead, the white lead makeup, and the poisoned dress
thakills the handmaid (chat'll teach her to boerow clothes without asking
permissiont). Cstunes by Alexandra Byrne.
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Wandy to Line By

Iam no man’s Elizabeth.
X Cate Blanche as Elizabeth 1in Elizabet)
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Foeror fraben (1947)

We hate to see a spirited gal like Amber St. Clair chastened by a moralis-
tic ending imposed upon her by the Production Code, but this movie’s worth
watching for the elegant coscumes alone. Amber, a former Puritan turned
Elizabethan lady of the court, s about the best-dressed social cimber weve
ever come across on film. Afer ditching the prim gray dresses and bonnets,
she decks herself out in ostrich hacs the size of the entire bird, cornflower-
blue and pink-and-gray silk dresses with intricately decailed princess bodices,
and a form-fitcing lime sheath with a blue satin cape thats urterly sumpruous.
Honey, why chase after a foppish and hypocritical boyfriend when you can
spend your time shopping for clothes like these? Costunmes by René Hubert

Madorne X (1966)

Former San Francisco shop girl Lana Turner marries up and gains herself
a wardrobe budget worchy of, well, a movie star. Her everyday monochro-
matic dresses donit much excite us, bue we'll take the mint-green chiffon
evening gown and that black dress with the plunging neckline puncruated by
the faral rurquoise scarf. And could we please have just one of those amazing

drop diamond carring sets she has for every outfi Castunis by Jean Louis, jew-

clry by David Webb, furs by Ben Kal.

Tawie (1957)

We cant decide what delights s most in this movies the pea-green

‘gown with the fiery sash and droopy lace cuffs? The navy-pinstripe-on-cream
traveling suit? The ruby-colored, empire waist evening frock with black lace
overdress? The royal-blue velvet and silk number with gossamer shawlz Or
the face that Kate Winslet wasn' bullied into scarving away all those healehy
curves to fit into these confections? High-five us on the size twelve, sister! But
what a shame that all those gowns have to sink to the bottom of the deep

. continued
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If you go by the replica at the Brading Wax Museum on the Isle of Wight
of how Elizabeth I might have acrually looked, she did resemble the echereal
Cate Blanchete with that créme fraiche complexion and cloud of red curls so
much as Eehel Merman in her dotage. There are a lot of poreraits of Elizabech,
however, in which she looks extraordinariy fetching, but we suspect these
painters were on the payroll. il all in all, you do have to hand it to a woman
who can make ruffs, a receding hairline, and virginity fashionable through the
power of her personality.
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Hoopskirt Dreams

When youire tired of rummaging through all the
hideous shirtdresses and retro-seventies peasant blouses

on the racks at the mall, pop in one of these Hoopskire
Dreams flicks and escape to a world where silk, sain, and

glorious color envelop women with non-Barbie doll bodies.

TRl of « foranee (1945)

Poor Esther Williams has been dumped by her new husband, but with all
these beautiful costumes to distract her, how can she help but have a fabulous
s By AT s o MGy s g
bridal outhie fearuring—what else, considering her naarorial naturet—a
mecenaid gown) She also shows p in several discreet yec sewy/one-picce
Rttt ot e (ke e e o s
poolside, aren' you?). Even the supporting characeers show up in amazing
outfits, like the gal who dons a black off-the-shoulder sheath with a long.
black chiffon scarf draped around her neck and shoulders, accented, of course,
with along cigarette holder. So very vintage Barbie Solo-in-the-Spodight.
Why, wichoutfis like chese, geting dumped docsric scem 0 bad afterall
Costumes by Trene.

+ .. continued
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Chapter 14

Yoo Go. Gilfpiend!:
fole Model Mavies
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B e 1 Rl

Desert Hearts was the first lesbian-themed movie writcen and directed by
women. It is also che first lesbian love scory hat allowed its lovers to have a

happy ending.
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Pearls o Pusline

T'm not sayin' she's a bragger, but if you've been to Paradise, she's
got a season ticket. She’s that type, Gillian, you know. If yow've

got a headache, shes got a brain tumor.
% Pauline Collins as Shirly Valentine

T'm goin' to Greece for the sex. Sex for breakfast, sex for dinner,

sex for tea, and sex for supper.
X Pusline Coling as Shiry Vlnine
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Nancy's Momentous Minutiae:
Lingerie Legends

Once, in the 19305, someone in the costume department at
RKO swiped Katharine Hepburn's signarure pancs from
her dressing room. Racher than don a dress (as the Holly-
wood moguls always wanted her to do), Hepburn insisted

on walking around in her underwear until the missing slacks
were returned

‘William Randolph Hearst, incensed by Jean Harlows appearance a one of his
dinner partiesin a ilmy white evening gown sans underwear, had someone tell
Miss Harlow that she had becter change. Harlow rerurned to the party in a
coar, still wearing the offending gown underneath—and no lingerie.
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Yo G Gl

Well, we went skinny-dipping and we did things that frightencd

the fish.
X Julia Roberts as Shelby in Steel Magralias
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Ugh! This town! Nothing but teeny little minds and great big lawn-
mowers!
% Glenne Headley as Ingrid in Sandy Boton Onchestra
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Fucing Fret

This dress exacerbates the genetic betrayal that is my legacy.
* Janeane Garofalo as Heather Mooney
in Romy and Michele’s High School Reurion
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World- Cugs fonty

Now, I ask you, Duarto, who's supposed to wear
that? Some anorexic teenager? Some fetus? It's
a conspiracy, I know it is! I've had enough. I'm
leading a protest. I'm not buying another arti-
cle of clothing until these designers come to

their senses.
% Betce Midler as Brenda in The First Wives Club

2

The whole purpose of places like Starbucks is for people with no
decision-making ability whatsoever to make six decisions just
to buy one cup of coffee. Short, tall, light, dark, caf, decaf, low-
fat, nonfat, etc. So people who don’t know what the hell they're
doing or who on earth they are can, for only $2.95, get not just
a cup of coffee but an absolutely defining sense of self: Tall! De-

caft Cappuccino!
* Tom Hanks as Joe Fox IIl in Yeu've Got Mail

Giffords a sap, that's what Gifford is. I'd give him away with a
spray of horseradish. T wouldn't be caught dead with bim in
duckboat, and if you're a lady and they're gentlemen, I'm Amy
Semple McCotton on a raft. You can take your Bostons and
your Bunker Hills and your bloodlines and stuff a codfish with

them, and then you know what you can do with the codfish.
% Jean Harlow as Lola Burnsin Bombshell
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Freudian Slipups

Coyote Ugly (2000)

Stars: John Goodman, Piper Perabo, Adam Garcia,
Tyra Banks

Director: David McNally IT

Witer: Gina Wendkos

Dancing on a bar top in a belly shirt in a New York City meat-packing
districe watering hole was never really our idea of a posiciv rite of passage.
But in the world of Coyote Ughy, where the booze is one hundred proof and

water isillegal, the bar rail is what separates the girls from the coores. Violet

(Piper Perabo), a naive Jersey girl who has taken good care of her daddy
(John Goodman) ever since her mom dicd, moves o the Big Apple to pursuc
her dreams of being a songwriter. But she’ never going to make the grade un-
il she can do the one thing that her mom could never do—overcome her
stage fright and sing her song to the world. Aided by her boyfriend, Kevin
ODonnell (Adam Garcia), Violet finds the courage to climb up on the bar
top of lie,rip off her clothes, and sing along with the jukebox really appeal-
ingly. Crowd goes wild. Record company exes line up o sign her. Boyfriend
proposes

Yeah, righe.

For one thing, the last time we checked out the watering holes in the
meat-packing district, we saw a lot of things on the bar tops, but no flzxen-
haired maidens dancing and singing their way to the Rock Sear Hall of Fame.
Although we think we did sec a plarinum blonde at one joint licking the bar
ail. And when we took our firse steps toward gaining the courage and the
confidence to pursue our dreams, it took a loc more than a flac cummy and
ity to dance tancalizingly in frone of a barroom full of horny guys.
Frankly, those tricks are for kids.

the
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gielinside us all, becomes a sad and empty parasice who whines a lor. And our
heroine Susanna (Winona Ryder), who just a few short monchs ago was
full-Redged Sylvia Plach-reading, upper-middle-class-value-quesioning,
ilterless-cigarette-smoking teenage goddes of despair, becomes a boring girl
next door who has learned how o just say no. Susanna says no to her best
friend Lisa, no to her dark side, and no to a somewhat promising coming-of-
age film thar ultimately chickens out and stops short of saying something
eally useful abou rebellious reenagedom like hey world, chill out, carit you
see wefe only dancing?
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Stupid Gy Qustes

The first line I ever wrote was “I am an antichrist”
but I couldn’t think of anything that rhymed
with it.
% Johnny Roteen (John Lydon) in The Filth and the Fury
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Freudian Slipups

Girl, Interrupted (1999)

Stars: Winona Ryder, Angelina Jolie, Whoop Goldberg

Director: James Mangold

Writers: James Mangold, Lisa Loomer, Anna Hamilton
Phelan, based on the memoir by Susanna Kaysen

Girl, Interrupted is yet another contribution to the adolescence-as-psychosis
genre tha reminds us all that for a sensicive teenager in a world of unsympa-
theric adults, insanity can be the only sane decision—although ics probably

not a good idea to chase a borele of aspirin with a quare of vodka, regardless
of the severity of your maturational migraine.

And this movie will give you a migraine, once Lisa (Angelina Jolic), the re-
lentless and extremely noisy metaphor for teen angst, shows up and inspires
us all o seare praying for the peace and quiet of the grave. This movie eies o
send a positive message about the brave beauty of adolescent girls as they
seruggle to survive in a world that wants to stamp out teen spiric. Unforcu-
nately ie makes a U-turn somewhere and heads back full speed for an early
sixies morality that confusses growing pains with sociopathy:

Mid-howl, Lisa, who is supposed to be emblematic of the eruh-telling bad

+ . continued
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Wonld- Clags Wheeks

Brandon is the sort of man everyone speaks well
of, but nobody talks to.

X Greg Wise as John Willoughby in Sense and Sensibiy

You don't frighten us, English pig dogs! Go and boil your bottoms,

you sons of a silly person!
X John Cleese as the French Guard in Monty Python and the Holy Grail
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What I want to know s, who is this woman who' wearing my

clothes, using my body?

* Kristin Scote Thomas in Random Hearts
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When monster meets monster, one of them bas to give way. And

it will never be me. I'm an older band at it.
X Elizabeth Taylor as Alexandra Del Lago in Sweet Bird of Youth

Legends don't die easily. They bang on long. And their vanity is
infinite.
% Elizabech Taylor as Alexandra Del Lago in Suee Bird o Youth
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By the time I was your age, I was already a legend.
% Elizabech Taylor as Alexandra Del Lago
in Sucet Bidof Youth
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be a marginally employed actor, but he can afford payments on a sunny; airy,
hardwood-floored, ful-windowed, kitchen-nooked, high-ceilinged, split-level
Soho lofe decorated in a minimalist syle with Seandinavian design furniture
and a grand piano. Hey, if that’s not a sure sign that hes hiding something, we
dorft know what is. We couldn'escand the obnoxious guy-centric scory in this
flick, bue all that exquisite square footage had us mesmerized.

Stigomate (1999)

Let’s see—a humongous scudio with a raised placform for the bed, an an-
tique tub, gigantic windows, and the traditional alphabet-city decor of man-
nequins,inflatable furniture, and licele eables piled high with thick drippy
candles,thar a hairdresser on Manhateanis Lower Ease Side can afford? Wed
love to take over her lease! However, we would probably want to install a litle
erack lighting to brighten the place up, wipe the bloodstains off the floor, do a
litle sponge painting over the gibberish the previous tenant scrawled all over
the wese wall while possessed, and banish the malevolent spiric that keeps
trashing the place.

Biy (ves)

Actully, we covet two aparements i this movies: when wee in a wine-
and-cheese mood, we'l ake the airy partitioned apartment that belongs to
Susan (Elizabech Perkins), which comes complete with shabby chic wardrobe
and leather couch. And for those times when we want to pig out on Oreos
and beer, well take the huge warchouse-distrit lofe with all-hardwood floors,
ample closet space, Jacuzz, and endless windows that belongs to Josh (Tom
Hanks)—and is filled with pinball machines, blow-up Godzillas, and a eram-

poline.
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Wogne s Wighon

I say puke. If you hurl and she comes back, she's yours. If you blow

chunks and she bolts, then it was never meant to be.
% Mike Myers as Wayne Campbell in Waynes Werld

T once thought I had mono for an entire year. It turned out I was

just really bored.
% Mike Myers as Wayne Campbellin Wayscs World
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‘We have turned to movies for models of inspiring behavior, examples of
eriumphing over formidable odds, and insight into the conundrums of our

lives. Bue sometimes while watching a movie, we keep gerting distracted with

one compelling question:*Where can I find a mind-blowing aparement like
chat on my budger” Here are just a few of the delighefully decadent dwellings
welve lusced over on the screen as we wait in our cramped walk-ups for the

landlord o fix the boiler yet again.

Euy Lising (37)

“The sable coat that drops on Mary Smith's (Jean Archur) head is nice and
all,bue it the hotel room tha drops ino her lap that we salivate over. All
white, all e deco—and tha living room! Does one drape one’s self on the
chaise,or take a seat at the creamy geand piano and compose whilse gazing at
the vase of calla llis, or does one stand on the double-tiered semicircl riser
by the window and look out across that magnificent Manhattan skyline—and
muse about ways to prevent the Donald Trumps of the world from ruining
the view with their tacky phallic odes to ego? Ab, but the zenith of this hotel
suite s tha scalloped fountain with a Greek statue overseeing ones licle dip.
No matter what our cares, we could certainly wash them avway with a frolc in

his ueeely fivolous bit of plumbing!

Too Gl and o Gug (1937)

In this drama about two women who discover they have the same

boyfriend, the main character, played by Robert Downey; . is supposed to

+ .. continued
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Free cable is the ultimate aphrodisiac.
% Jim Carrey as Chip Douglas in The Catle Guy
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Ladies, you have to be strong and independent, and remember,

don't get mad, get everything.
% Ivana Teump as herselfin The Firt Wives
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Cheese Breeze

Mix cheddar cheese and crumbled cooked bacon. Spread on toast and
broil. Serve promptly.

Tiny Broiled Sausages  \u, ey, s

Broil a lot of very small sausages. Serve with very small buns.
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Bex's Culinargtherapg: Frod fon Eveng Mask

When-You're Trying-to-Get-in-Touch-with-
Your-Inner-Guy Food

When youre geting in touch with your inner average joe—
you know the self that les the dishes pile up while i takes in some

prime entertainment and c

s megaportions of carbs, facs, and sugars—

whip up one of these couch potao favorites, and then sit back and watch your

belly bloat.
Hot Dog Enchiladas
1 package foot-long hot dogs 1 can enchilada sauce
(full fat, full sodium, o~ 1 bag Monterey Jack cheese
poultry or tofut) (pregrated, full fat)

1 package white flour tortillas
(burrito size, made with lard Sy LG
and hydrogenated vegetable @
oils)

Poke a hole in the hot dog package and microwave them until they
blow up real good. Sprinkle cheese and enchilada sauce on a tortilla and
nuke it until the cheese melts, then roll the dog in the tortilla and cat it
in three mouthfuls. Chase it with a beer, cven if e sun isn't past the
yardarm yet. You can mow the lawn tomorrow.

Bologna Boats

Place American cheese on slices of bologna and broil until the
bologna curls. Serve promply with crackers.

continued
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/&' 'KKr.d to Real

No dumb blonde, Judy Holliday was grilled by the House Un-American
Activities Commitcee and after The Solid Gald Cadilla, Hollywood refised to

hire her for another film for four years.
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Warning Label: There are some outrageously sexist lines
i this prefeminst script, but et thems pass you by lke so
many meaningless memos from that do-nothing exccutive
who makes your work lf hel.






OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_099_r1.jpg
Warning Label: If you know anything about goddess spir-
ituality and modern paganism, the mythalogy i this film
will make you wish that it were thical to place v
curses on screenwriters.
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Stupid Gl Qustes

Pl die if T don't get that recipe. T'l die if I don't get
that recipe. Tll die if T dow't get that recipe. .. .
* Nanetre Newman as Carol Van Sanc in The Stepford Wives

Ob, Moses, Moses, you stubborn, splendid, adorable fool!

% Anne Baxter as Nefretiri in The Ton Commandments
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1 dow't mind if you don't like my manners. I don’t
like them myself. They're pretty bad. I grieve

over them on long winter evenings.
% Humphrey Bogare as Philip Marlowe in The Big Secp

The cheaper the crook, the gaudier the patter, ch?
% Humphrey Bogare s Sam Spade in The Malcs Faleon

My guess might be excellent or it might be crummy, but Mrs.
Spade didn't raise any children dippy enough to make guesses
in front of a district attorney, and an assistant district attor-

ney, and a stenographer.
% Humphrey Bogare as S:

pade in The Maltse Faleon






OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_096_r1.jpg
(Humphrey Bogare) from secing straighe through the underbelly to the heare
of the mateer. In the course of this classic noir erime thriller, Marlowe solves.
seven inexplicable and often implausible murders, many of which happen off-
screen. He uncovers the mastermind behind a blackmail scheme, locates a
missing soldier with the Irish Republican Army, engages in several double
entendre-laden verbal volleys with the linguiseically labile femme fatale
Vivian (Lauren Bacall), and somehow always manages to wind up on top.

When your personal plotline has become incomprehensible, lec Philip
Marlowe show you that when there are”lots of guns around town and so few.
brains;its best to call your own shots as long as you don't run afoul of the
districe arcorney.
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hidden agenda, and uncover the truth in the final sequence. Here are a couple

of movies to help you develop a el of that Bogare ewenty-twenty vision.

The Maltese Falcon (1941)

Stars: Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, Peter Lorre, Sydney Greenstreet
Director: Jobn Huston

Writer: John Huston, based on the novel by Dashiell Hammett

When his partner is killed, Sam Spade (Humphrey Bogare) is determined
o do something about ir. Hes drawn into a web of murderous inerigue sur-
rounding the acq

cion of an ancient falcon by a dame-in-distress (Mary
Astor) who has lost track of the dividing line becween ceuth and illusion. Tn
order to solve his parener’s murder and discover the whereabouts of the fl-
con, he must outrun the police, jugele three separate dlients with opposing
agendas, prevent his heare from overmastering his head and send the dame-
in-distress up the river, as well as untangle enough plot serands to knit an
afghan.

I youire fecling overwhelmed by the hidden agendas in your own who-
dunit, and your priceless treasure remains hidden from view, warch The Mal-
tese Faleon and lex Bogare remind you that not all chat giteersis gold.

The Big Sleep (1946)

Stars: Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall

Director: Howard Hawks

Writers: William Faulkner, Leigh Brackett, Jules Furthman, based on the
novel by Raymond Chandler

Plotwise, nobody has reall ever figured out what's going on in this movie,
and that includes the filnts dircctor, mos of the story’ protagonists, and the

author of the original novel. Bu that doesn' stop private eye Philip Marlowe

«.. continued
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She's Got Humphrey Bogart Eyes

Nobody cu straighe to the heart of the mateer like Bogics
hard-boiled private dicks, who never took anything at face value

and weren't afraid to ask the tough questions and get to the bottom of things.
Through Bogarts vy

we can see through every fimflam, recogniz

.+ continued
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Freudian Slipups

Casablanca (1942)

Stars: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henrcid

Dircctor: Michael Curtiz

Writer: Joan Alison, based on the play Everybody Comes to
Ricks by Murray Burnctt

“You do che thinking for both of us” says Iisa (Ingrid Bergman) to Rick
(Humphrey Bogare), and theres a parc of us that wans to yell,Take control
of your own destiny sster! Donit you watch Oprakf” But of course, one of the
reasons we gals hink chis s one of the greatest love stories ever to grace the
silver screen is chat it feeds inco our decply dysfunctional need to surrender
control o 2 man in order to abdicate responsibilicy for our lives. Here, of
course, when an angry ex-lover is entrusted with a womanis fragile heart, he
ises to the occasion: Rick saves Ils’s life, makes her most difficult choice for
her, sends her off with her husband, Victor Laszlo (Paul Henreid), and heals
her of all che gui tha has been plaguing her since those lost halcyon days in

Paris Ilsa’s gor it made, because even if she finds herself unhappy being with
Victor, she can blame someone else for her situation.

And while were on the subject of Victor, can someone explain to us why
he has to have an adoring and uterly selless wife in order to carry on his no-
ble work? Couldsit he spare juse a lile time and attention for Ilsa? O at lease

recognize that she s sacrificing her happiness for his and do the noble thi

set her free? Maybe then Ilsa, fulilled in her personal life, would have the
courage, creativiy, and drive to find her own way to serve the French Resis-
tance—vwithout giving up passion and romance.

Ab, but then we wouldn't have that airport scene and the reassurance that
there are men ou there who can be erusted to rescue us when we are beewixe
and berween. Unsil we women rewrite our internal scripts for romance, we

guess Hollywood will just keep stoking the fire of our dysfuncrion.
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Stupid Gug Quotes

Just because a man has one perfect rose in bis gar-
den at home, it doesn’t mean that be can't ap-
preciate the flowers of the field.

% James Mason as philanderer Brandon Bourne:
in East Side, West Side
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Stupidl Finl Quetes

You have to understand Bran. Something in him
bates the idea of being tied down, setled, respon-
sible, but be'll change. You'll see. He'll change.

X Jessie Bourne (Barbara Stanwyck) as the loyal wife
in East Side, West Sde
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ﬂ Women We Wish We Could Go for a Beer With

Barbara Stanwyck—On-screen (especially pre-Production Code) she.
was smare, funny; loyal, and could calk her way ou of just about any sorc of
erouble, which are all eraies we like in a drinking buddy.

Christina Ricci—Wed like to hit one of those poorly illuminated biker
bars in the meat-packing districe with Christina Ricei. And if anyone gets out
of lne, we'llc her ell the huge bearded guy with the tatcoo that says “Love
Hurs”to ace Christlike.

Jean Harlow—Legend has it that despite her on-screen image as the
brassy broad with the heare of gold, she was as sweee-narured, genuine, and fun
as could be. Bur should she suggest we toast to King Puff Puff Puff wel juse
lec her drink some Wallace Beery type under the table instead of us.

Susan Sarandon—Wed like o sit down with Susan Sarandon and have
the usual, because whatever that woman i drinking, we want a allon.

Parker Posey—Wed ke to stop by the Dairy Queen with Parker Poscy
and reinvent the Blizzard.

Bette Davis—We love a self-made woman who unapologeticall serves
Chinese takeout to her guests and claims she slaved in the kitchen for hours,
although if we went out on the town with Bette wed choose an outdoor bar,
given the amount of secondhand smoke she generates.

Salma Hayek—We have to toast anyone who can make the book busi-
ness seem hor, sexy; and dangerous.
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Wes Bentley WPBM, TIWL, SIN, APEM, EMT
“Top Drool Pics: American Beauty, The Claim, Soul Survivers

Theres nothing like a pricst of love with dark, piercing eyes and a
ski cap whose heart bleeds for the beauty of all creation to get our hearts
pumping. Add a poetic flair for metaphor, a courageous heart,a fragile
soul, and the most amazing facial peaks and valleys this side of the Conti-
nental Divide, shake vigorously, and youive gor Wes Bentley, who makes us
all just wan to kiss it and make i betcer. Especially if we can kiss i right
in that subtle hollow just beneath his lefc car, where the resolute jawline
mects the fertile delta of his mastic musd

Sabwiel Br-u. RGH, SIN, TSHT, BE

Top Drool Pics: Stignata, The Man in the Iron Mask, Miller’s Crossing,
End of Days, Little Women, Polish Wedding, Point of No Return

I true, we ached for Gabriel Byrne when he played a gentlemany,
poor yet honest scholar,  beleaguered yet loyal musketeer, and a priest
ready to sacrifice his life for an innocent girl. How eruel the world i, re-
fising to conform to his sense of honor! But for all his smoldering passion
for eruth and justice, somehow; when Byrne takes a turn toward the nasty;
he gets us all the more hor and bothered. Hey,its not every man who can
make a paternalistc trainer of incernational assassins sexy: And as Satan?
Well lecs face it, he is hot hot hot.
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‘The Passionate Priests

WPBM = WellPlaced Beauty Mark RUM = Raw Unpre-
dicable Masculinity SPA = Six-Pack Abs RGH = Really
Good Hair DD = Drowsy Drawd TIWL = That Iesiste
Wounded Look APEM = A Petic Flair for Metaphor
DMCA = Devil-May-Care Atitude ASD = Aristocrtic,
‘Suave, and Deonair BE = Bedroom Eyes EGL = Exofc
Good Looks EMT = Eyes Moist with Tears FSG = Feckles
choolbo Grin PBE = Piecig Blu Eyes SIN = Smolder-
ing, Tnscrutabe, and Noble TSHT = That Sexy Homicdal
Thing CSD = Confdenty Sl Deprecating






OEBPS/images/Pesk_9780307481184_epub_087_r1.jpg
Foownss Legt Wondy

Peggy, you know what a penis is? Stay away from it!
% Barbara Harris as Peggy Sucs mom
in Peggy S Gor Married
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> ks Lie By

“Can't” lives on Won't Street.
% Philip Seymour Hoffman as Rusty in Flawles
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Stupid Fuy Qustes

You are all the women in my life—you are the sis-
ter I never had, the mother I've almost forgot-
ten. ... There isn't a relationship you can
name which exists between a man and a

woman in which I wouldn't say “let it be you.”
% Jack Palance as Lester Blaine in Sudden Fear
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Chapter 6

'Ok, /'/EyJ Sk&'; My SQ&,\.”:
T;u;t )5}ue, Meories
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Wandy 1o Live By

It is the worst kind of yellowness to be so scared of
yourself that you put blindfolds on rather than
deal with yourself. To face ourselves—that's
the hard thing. The imagination—that’s God’s

gift to make the act of self-examination
bearable.

X Will Smith as Paul i Six Degres of Separation
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longer“upright’ She helps her new boyfriend sneak out of class by distracting
the male teacher by fashing him. How liberaing.

Musch as we adored watching Hearh Ledger go from cocky bad boy to
sensitive hunk in this one—yes, his sexy rendition of the corny“Carit Take
My Eyes Off of You did make us sigh in delight—we think we'll seick with
Shakespearcs original.
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Freudian Slipups

10 Things I Hate About You (1999)

Stars: Jula Stils, Heath Ledger, Andrew Kecgan,
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Larisa Oleynik

Director: Gil Junger

Writers: Karen McCullah Lutz, Kirsten Smith

Afier the success of Clucless, a clever update of Jane Austen's Enma set
among the Valley Gil set, someone came up with the bright idea to transfer
the plot of Shakespearcs Taning of the Shrew to Southern California. Unforcu-
teenage girl needs to
che right guy. And

nately the message here is deeply offensive—tha all
get comfortable with the thought of “doing the de

chis from female screenvriers!

Just as in the original play, a facher tels his youngest daughter, Bianca
(Larisa Oleynik) that she can't ook up with her boyfriend (Andrew Ko
gan) until her shrill-tongued older sscer, Kar (Jula Stiles), can find a mate.
Now,in Shakespeares day the father was motivated by the desire to marry off
both his children so that they wouldsit be lefe without a source of income; in

chis version, hes just got a weird whim and deeply hypocritical ideas about
sexuality. We think anyone who sends his daughers to school braless in
spagherti-strap tank tops and then makes them parade around the house in
pregnancy prostheses has some major sexual isues of his own.

Kat curns out to be a shrew not because she fears losing a precious piece
of herself when she marries (the bard’ version), bue because she's been sexu-
ally misereared by a boy in the past—juse bring her che right boy and she'll be
cured of her frigidity that manifests as bitchiness. Oh, now there’s a lovely
message—bitchy and abused girl just need a good lay: Worse, how do we

learn thar Kat has finally goteen over her mistrust of young men and is no

.. continued
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) It important to think. It’s what separates us from
lentils.

X Jeff Bridges as Jack Lucas in The Fisher King

T don't want to pump any sunshine up your skirt, but you have a

fature at Food World.
% William Daniels as Mr. Summers in Ob, God!
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The Gl Guike 1 Fisding
Feppiness One Mevie ot o Time

Nancy Peske and Beverly West
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Obedience without understanding is a blindness too.
% Anne Bancroft as Annie Sullivan in The Mirg
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Helen Keller was asked co give a speech at the dedication of a memorial to
Annie Sullivan. Her speech consisted of one word: W-A-T-E-R.
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Its my idea of the original sin . . . giving up.
% Anne Bancroft as Annic Sullvan in
The Miracle Wo
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Pearly from Pasline

Tjust can't bring myself to hate people. The worse they bebave, the

sorrier I feel for them.
% Pauline Collins as Margaret Drummond in Paradise Road
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¥

Wands 1o Lire By

I could never love a Baywacch fan.

% Guynech Paltrow as Helen in Slding Doors
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Hoopskirt Nightmares

Hey, wefe hardly the arbiters of fashion, being partial to un-
structured tops and boors actually made for walking, bu chese
movies made us want to phone the fashion police ourselves and

press charges.

(Reipre /lw yo».k (2000)

‘Winona Ryder’s characcer makes whimsical hacs hat she claims
“capture the line of a womans waist” but to us they look like those deely-

bopper antennae thingies we bought at the Wisconsin State Fair in the

G,
Brazil (195)

Te's hard to recall much abour this confusing flm, bue if youve scen it,
we bet you remember the hat, donit you? It appeared in a scene pivotal to
the plot and we gor all confused because we couldrit stop staring at that
upside-down-overshoc-shaped chapeau. Truly the mos diseracting and
ridiculous fashion in modern cinema (okay, we did giggle ourselves silly,

though)

Pride ok frgjudice (1946)

“The 19305- and 1940s-cra obnoxious fabrics (plaids? Elizabech Benner
in plaids?) are bad enough, bu instead of Grecian-inspired, empire-waisted
dresses typical of the early nineceenth century; Greer Garson and her
cinematic sisters flounce about in Civil War-cra hoopskires. Somehow,
we don picture the Bennee girls as forty years ahead of Paris!

«.. continued
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S fed 1 el

“The real-lfe Gladys Aylward managed to accomplish everything Ingrid
Bergman did in the movie,including marching one hundred orphans for twelve

days through the mountains to escape the invading Japanese army, and then some.
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Warning Label: You'l have to overlook some of that old-
Fashioned paternalism toward the locals, dubious mes-
sages abou biracialim, and the distraction of Bergman’s
cuver-perfic coif, but we think that whatever your pliis
‘youll find yourself rooting for Gladys and just waiting for
that naysayer at the Missionary Society to cat his words.
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bellied. And she practically skips inco the kitchen for breakfase, clearly un-
hampered by maxipads. Boy, do we wish,

Milla Jovovich in The Messenger

e not enough that we risk our lives in combar and sacrifice ourselves for
the future of our native country. Nooooo. We have to be just shy of six feet
tall, a good thirty pounds under the average, and have a flawless complexion
and high checkbones, too.

And while wefe at it weid just like to know:

How come missionary Gladys Aylward (Ingrid Bergman in The I of the
Sixth Happiness), who lives in an obscure province of China in che 19305, has
access to a Hollywood stylist, curlers, makeup, and a manicurise?

How does advertising exec Darcy McGuire (Helen Hunt in What Women
Wan) ger away with wearing a bateau neckline sweater the fise day on the
job, and a powder-blue sleeveless microminidress in a pitch meeting with
cients, when she works for a male-dominated company in the conservative
city of Chicago?

How many streetwalking prost

perfect teeth and complexion of Julia Roberes in Pretty Woman?

tes have the long, lean, toned legs and
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Freudian Slipups

Bull Durham (1988)
Stars: Kevin Costner, Susan Sarandon, Tim Robbins
Director and Writer: Ron Shelton

On the surface, Bull Durhan has all the earmarks of a great Role Model
Movie. Annie Savoy (Susan Sarandon) is a metaphysically minded bascball
fan who provides her own unique form of training to one up-and-comer on
the Durham Bulls each season. Crash Davis (Kevin Costner), a veeran minor
league catcher, and Ebbie Calvin“Nuke” LaLoosh (Tim Robbins), the new
star rookie pitcher, both make An

final cut. Crash Davis refuses to bite, so.

Annie takes Nuke in hand and eurns him into an all-sear on the field and off

until Crash gate-crashes at the bottom of the ninth and steals home.
‘While Annie Savoy is a substancive fermale character who uses terms like

antological and quantum physics, the sum total of the educaion she has to im-

part scems to take place in the bedroom. It i hard for us to imagine that a

woman with enough mental creativity to find parallels between Walt Whit-
man, baseball, and lfe would have nothing more to offer than a good rollin

the hay. We wish this movie would have focused less on what was between

Anniés legs and more on what was becween her ears.
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George Sands real name was Amandine Aurore Lucie Dupin. She became
famous in her lfetime (1804-76) for gender bending. She walked out on her
aristocraric husband when she was twenty-seven, moved to Paris, wrote novels,
and hung out in cafes drinking coffee with handsome incellectuals. George' in-
sistence on“walking like a man” instead of beingladylike” helped society be-

come more expansive in its view of women.
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Shanghai Noon (2000)
Stars: Jackie Chan, Owen Wilson, Lucy Liu
Direcor: Tom Dey

Writers: Miles Millar, Alfred Gough

“The mareial ares meet slapstick comedy in chis vehice for the Buster
Keaton of kung fu: Jackie Chan. Jackie is like a bad-hair-day action-adventure
hero, who reminds us tha even imperial guard rejects can prevail over the
ouddaws, find the stolen gold, and marry the princess by employing a series of
brilliandly executed martial arts acrobaics and a good sense of humor. This
‘movie has the added benefit of that adorable Owen Wilson as the bumbling
i robber.

The Matrix (1999)
Stars: Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, Carric-Anne Moss
Directors and Writers: Andy Wachowski, Larry Wachowski

Satisfy your rage against the machine with this sci-f ehriller that pits
human beings against sofware programs—and the humans come up short.
Excep for one human: Neo (Keanu Reeves), a cyber-age Christ figure in a
Tong black coat who uses the martial arts to defy gravity, physics, bandwidth,
and the one-dimensional nacure of action-adventure movies tha substicute
action for character development and plotline. Pop this one in when your
emotional hard drive needs defragging, take a break from the keyboard, and
spend a few hours doing the marcial arcs mambo with Keanu. You'l be glad
you did.
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Everybody Was Kung-Fu Fighting

Nowadays guys arertt the only ones gerring a kick
out of the martial arcs. Here are some of our favorite
action-adventure movies, designed to pu you in touch

with your inner Zen warrior and unleash your hidden dragon.

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000)

Stars: Chow Yan-Fat, Michelle Yeob, Zhang Ziyi, Chang Chen
Director: Ang Lee

Writers: Du Lu Wang, Wang Hui-Ling, Kuo Jung Tiai

Finally chere’ a classic romance with scrong heroines, themaric resonance,
and bure-kicking action. If yoire i the mood to throw a fying eiger claw kick
at the villain whos stolen your magical jade sword, fly up, up, and away with

Ang Lecs (Sense and Sensibili

crouching ciger within.

The Iee Storm) female samurais and indulge the

«.. continued
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You know, even though T had to wear that stupid back brace and

you were kind of fat, we were still totally cutting edge.
X Lisa Kudrow as Michele in Romy and Michels High Schol Reunion
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Sabrina (1”.1)

A costume-fick remake gone disastrously awry: Sabrinas ever-so-chic
jumpsuit i eransformed into a T-shire and jumper combo that holds no
charm whatsoever; her evening gowns are more Staten Island than Manhat-
an; and the Long Island ladies who lunch appear to be wearing Christian

LaCroix knockoffs they got off one of those tables near the registers at
Costeo.
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The Myelin Project, founded by Augusto Odone and the late Michacla
Odone to raise money for research into discases like ADL, has financed
twenty-one experiments. An estimaed fourceen hundred boys and young men

in the United States have this disease.
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Freudian Slipups

One True Thing (1998)
Stars: Meryl Streep, William Hart, Renée Zellweger
Director: Carl Franklin
Writer: Karen Croner, based on the novel by

Anna Quindlen

Meryl Streep was nominated for an Oscar for her portraal of the perpet-
ually sunny homemaker, who paints every room in the house yellow, cheer-
flly cooks and cleans and accepts her husband the professor’s dubious
excuses for coming home late, and jofully makes Martha Stewart-like arc
projects out of the shards of her disappoinements and mistakes. How can you
esist being moved by a visibly drained and dying mother hen who is at last
demanding that people stop shushing her and let her say her piece before she
leaves chis world?

‘Well, once you hear her words of wisdom to her daughter Ellen (Renée
Zellweger), youlll sore of wish shed kept her mouth shut. Oh, yes, Mom tells
Ellen, she knows all about Dads (William Hure) philandering, hypocrisy,ar-
rogance, and selfishness, but shes no victim. No, she's chosen to make conces-
sions to a lying, cheating, conceited SOB who can't be bothered nursing his
sick wife when he's gor all those precey grad students to boink. And if Ellen
would only stop wearing black and feeling so dissatisied with the limits of

her own life at the moment, she could meet a nice man, have a lovely wed-

ding, and live happily ever after in some faceless suburb somewhere.Love
what you have’ glows the movies tagline. Weid prefer to dream our dreams,
whatever they may be, and to believe that true strength comes in moving be-

yond limited expectations of ourselves and those we love.
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Warning Label: The cinematography alone will have you
weeping and wailing at the bittersweet heartache of i ll.
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When it comes to pain and suffering, she’s right up there with
Elizabeth Taylor.

% Dolly Pareon as Truvy Jones in Steel Magolias
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PBE, ASD, FSG, TIWL

Lawrence of Arabia, The Ruling Class, Beckett, The Lion
in Winter, My Favorite Year

Lets face it. Peter OToole is no ordinary man. Afcer all, i
everybody who can stay spit polished and Dippety Doo'ed in the middle
of a region of the sub-Sahara known as the sun's anvil. And i’ cercainly
nor everybody who can still manage to be gallant and charming and six
sheets to the wind, all at the same time. You can tie him up, tie him down,
sandblase him, pummel him with wind, hang him from a cross in the par-
lor,or stick him on a camel in a desert, and Peter O"Toole will still emerge
looking like he’ just come away from a night at the opera, and maybe just
had a litele trouble getting a cab or something. We like hat in a man. w

not

ASD, RUM, WPBM, FSG, DMCA

eckett, Anne of the Thousand Days, The Night of the
Iguana, Cleopatra, The Robe, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Where
Eagles Dare, My Cousin Rachel

‘We don't know if
music of his

the Welsh hillsdes in his eyes, or the gruff
. or the fact tha he popularized five o'clock shadows and
hangovers as male fashion accessories, but something abou Richard Bur-
ton just screams out M-A-N. And its not everybody, you know; who can
look macho in a pair of tights with his doublet unbraced while wearing a
velvet beret with an enormous feather affair cascading feechingly from the
brim. And ey, if he was hunk enough to get Liz twice, he's hunk enough
forus.m
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2\ The ffndy Hank Chort ey

WPBM = WeltPlaced Besaty Mark RUM = Rato Uspre-
: dicable Masclnity SPA = SxPack Abs RGH = Realy
Hunk Ratings: Good Hair DD =yl)rowxy Do TIWL = The e
The Ladies’ Man Wounded Look APFM = A Poctic lair for Metaphor
DMCA = Devi-May Care Atitude ASD = Arisocrtic
Suave, and Debonsir BE = Bedroom Ees EGL = Exoi
Good Looks EMT = Eyes Moi with Ters FSG = Fekles
Scholboy Grin PBE = Piring Bl Eyes SIN = Smalder.
ing Dcrutabl, and Nobl TSHT = That Sexy Homicidal
“Thing CSD = Confiendly Self Deprecatng
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Forily Fr Time

Hey, bey, casy, kids. Everybody in the car. Boat leaves
in two mintes ... or perhaps you don't want to
see the second-largest bl of twine on the face of

the carth, which is only four short hours away?
% Chevy Chase as Clark Griswold in National Lampoor's Vacation
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Chapter 8

Thones fle Place Like Home:
D;;Guneﬁ»m! t amily Movies

&
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No woman without a past is interesting. . . .
Women with a past make better wives.

% Norma Shearer

We all want to perpetuate ourselves a lttle.
X Jean Harlow

The only thing I regret about my past is the length of it. If  had to

live my life again, I'd make the same mistakes, only sooner.
% Tallulah Bankhead
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Awww ... . this is one of those days that the pages of bistory teach us

are best spent lying in bed.
% Roland Young as Uncle Willic

The Philadelyhia Story
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Warning Label: Caroline’s male-scripted reaction to a sex-
wal assaul will have you groaning, along with that line
about bims ot having to love her back. Hey, just because

in the mood for romantic tearerkers docsrt mean

weve turned into martyrs for love.

w
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“The frmness of his scarched cotton collar under your fingertips, che quict
secengeh of his forearms,the smell of his hair in the Iowa sunshine,che sight
of his long graceful fingers curled around a handful of wildflowers he has
picked just for you, and che feel of his arms around you as you slow-dance in
the kitchen o a song on the radio. Yup, this was definitely worch missing the
1965 Towa State Fair for. Hey, let the husband and kids admire the fifty
species of rabbit—Robert Kincaid (Clint Eastwood) is

hunk who fits perfectly into a pair of Levi’s and doesn't even sweat on a hot

town, a roving

summer day.

In chis wonderfully erotic romance (based on an appallingly phallocentric
and overwritcen novel), Meryl Streep plays Francesca Johnson, an Irlian war
bride whose passionate narure has been long repressed. Francesca falls head-
fiest into a four-day affair with Robert Kincaid, a National Geographic photog-
rapher. Bue despite the power of her desire for him and for a life that is more
magical chan the one she leads as 2 wife and mother in the middle of a corn-
field somewhere, Francesca has been so tamed by the monotony and che re-
strictiveness of rural America in the postwar years that when the time comes
and Robere gives her thac secret sign of his devotion and longing, she can only
stare out into the cold blue rain and remain silenc. All chat s lefc is a fading

memory and the promise that maybe, someday

Bt then, framing the
story,chere’schis whole B-plot involving her obnoxious kids whining about
how now thar Momis dead they really dor't want to know about the best four
days of her life—and you know that the odds of Robere and Francesca having
found a way co be togecher again are about as slim as finding an oasis of
geeenery among the endless maize.

165 hard nor to weep bucketfuls when watching Francescas sacrifices, espe-
cially when you seart getting in touch with your own feelings of being invali-
dared. I¢sall so exquisicely painful. But if you think chat repressing your own.
needs for a lietime and living only for your family is noble, maybe i time
you take that crown of thorns off your head and demand a forum for your
passion and encouragement for your dreams.
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Freudian Slipups

‘The Bridges of Madison County (1995)
Stars: Meryl Streep, Clint Eastwood
Director: Clint Eastwood

Writer: Richard LaGravenese, based on the novel
by Robert James Waller
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Chapter 7
Graghig o Tect:
Curhantie Weepor Mevies

i,
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In 1943, Olivia de Havilland, sick of being typecast s goody-goodys, stood up
to Warner Brothers and refused a role. She was suspended for six months, and
‘Warner demanded that she make up the los time when her contract ran out.

De Havilland sted and won. Thanks to the core’ decision, known as the De.
Havilland Law all performers contracts were limited to seven years,including any
suspensions, and the paternalistc studio system began crumbling De Havilland
went on to play more varied roles and won Oscars for her performances in To Each

His Own and The Heiress as well as being nominated for her role in The Snake Pit
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Warning Label: This one may set up overly romantic
expectations about your own impetuous fling
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§

Wonds to Live By

T want to go throughout I
naked.

jumping into fountains

% Tippi Hedren as Melanic in The Birds
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up a batch of these appetizers at every office Christmas party, and then
stands back and watches the bosses bloat.

1 pound bacon /s pound dates

Roll each date into one strip of bacon and broil. When the bacon is
almost crispy, stick a toothpick in them—they're done!
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Ber's Clivangthorapg: Food fon Eveng Meek

Food for When You Could Weep a River

Okay,so these recipes are a litle high in sodium content,
but you'e going to need something to replace al that sale
you'e depleting. So when youre feeling weepy, whip up one of these

water-retention favorites, and then sit back and watch your feet swell.

The Braunschweiger Party Log

This is a recipe from Anita Crooks of the Catholic Church of the
Resurrection in Smithtown, New York.

/s pound bacon (ful sodium) 8 ounces whipped cream cheese
8 ounces braunschweiger 1 bosx of your favorite high-salt
(salted) crackers

Fry bacon untilcrisp, and crumble. Take braunschweiger out of the plas-
tic, making sure that you retain the log shape of the meat. Frost the log with
whipped cream cheese, roll in bacon, chill, and serve with salty crackers.

Salt-and-Vinegar Potato Chips
Open a large bag of salt-and-vinegar potato chips. Serve promptly.

And don'tcry into the bag. 11l make the chips soggy.
Bacon Bloaters

This s a recipe from our friend Jobn, who is one of the few men in
existence who really understand a ot about retaining water. He whips

+ . continued
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