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To My Brother — L.H.

To the Children Who Dream — B.P.
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Introduction

Little could he know that more than six decades after The Dream Keeper and Other Poems first appeared in 1932, his passionate, sensitive, strong, and mighty words would continue to be sung, shouted, whispered, hummed—from farmlands to suburbs, from cities to countrysides all over the world.

Little could he know that his “April Rain Song” would continue to kiss us; that his “Poem: I loved my friend …” would become an elegy for separation and loss; that his prayers and lullabies would echo within all our “sleep-songs”; that his syncopated blues would remind us of a time that was; that we would continue to be “walkers with the dawn and morning,” and have “… tomorrows bright before us like a flame.”

Hopes, dreams, aspiration, life and love are embodied in his poetry—poems about his people, for his people, poems for each and every one of us, universalities that humankind of all ages and races have struggled for and will continue to strive for as long as we are on this earth.

James Mercer Langston Hughes was born on February 1, 1902, in Joplin, Missouri, the son of James Nathaniel Hughes, a lawyer, and Carrie Mercer Langston, a teacher.

A year after his birth, his father left the family to settle in Mexico, leaving Langston to lead a nomadic life, moving around to a wide variety of places. Before he was twelve years old, he had lived in seven different American cities. By 1926, when his first book of poems, The Weary Blues, was published, he had already worked as a truck farmer, waiter, and a mess boy on a ship, and had traveled to places such as Mexico, Italy, France, Holland, and Africa.

The first edition of The Dream Keeper, his sole offering of verse for young readers, contained fifty-nine poems. This new edition, which includes seven additional works, is a fresh, long-awaited volume, enhanced by the artwork of Brian Pinkney, that will ring true for today’s youth just as the earlier edition did for past generations.

Langston Hughes died on May 22, 1967, in his beloved Harlem, in New York City, leaving a legacy to African-American culture and to American literature.

Of the voluminous writing he produced during his lifetime, one of his most poignant messages is contained in “Dreams”—a mere eight-line verse—where he sagely told us to “hold fast to dreams.”

We must hold fast to dreams—his dreams, our dreams, the dreams of future generations.

Via the words of Langston Hughes—the dreamer—his gift to us of his strong voice will long and long live on.

Lee Bennett Hopkins
Scarborough, New York
1994
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The Dream Keeper

The Dream Keeper


Bring me all of your dreams,
You dreamers,
Bring me all of your
Heart melodies
That I may wrap them
In a blue cloud-cloth
Away from the too-rough fingers
Of the world.



[image: ]

[image: ]

Winter Moon


How thin and sharp is the moon tonight!
How thin and sharp and ghostly white
Is the slim curved crook of the moon tonight!



Dreams


Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.



Winter Sweetness


This little house is sugar.
  Its roof with snow is piled,
And from its tiny window
  Peeps a maple-sugar child.
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April Rain Song


Let the rain kiss you.
Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops.
Let the rain sing you a lullaby.

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk.
The rain makes running pools in the gutter.
The rain plays a little sleep-song on our roof at night—

And I love the rain.
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Joy


I went to look for Joy,
Slim, dancing Joy,
Gay, laughing Joy,
Bright-eyed Joy—
And I found her
Driving the butcher’s cart
In the arms of the butcher boy!
Such company, such company,
As keeps this young nymph, Joy!
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After Many Springs


Now,
In June,
When the night is a vast softness
Filled with blue stars,
And broken shafts of moon-glimmer
Fall upon the earth,
Am I too old to see the fairies dance?
I cannot find them any more.



Quiet Girl


I would liken you
To a night without stars
Were it not for your eyes.
I would liken you
To a sleep without dreams
Were it not for your songs.
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Fairies


Out of the dust of dreams
Fairies weave their garments.
Out of the purple and rose of old memories
They make rainbow wings.
No wonder we find them such marvellous things!



Autumn Thought


Flowers are happy in summer.
In autumn they die and are blown away.
  Dry and withered,
Their petals dance on the wind
Like little brown butterflies.
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Poem


I loved my friend.
He went away from me.
There’s nothing more to say.
The poem ends,
Soft as it began—
I loved my friend.






End of sample
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