

[image: ]




[image: ]




Elijah
PUBLISHED BY WATERBROOK PRESS
12265 Oracle Boulevard, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80921

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

eISBN: 978-0-307-77851-2

Copyright © 1986, revised edition 1994 by Robbie Castleman

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Published in the United States by WaterBrook Multnomah, an imprint of the Crown Publishing Group, a division of Random House Inc., New York.

v3.1





Contents


Cover

Title Page

Copyright



How to Use This Studyguide

Map

Introduction: Obedience in a Threatening World

Historical Review

1 Obedience in Spite of the Times
   1 Kings 16:29–17:7

2 Obedience in Spite of Circumstances
   1 Kings 17:7-24

3 Obedience in Spite of Danger
   1 Kings 18:1-18

4 Obedience in Spite of Impossibilities
   1 Kings 18:19-40

5 Obedience in Spite of Delay
   1 Kings 18:41-46

6 Obedience in Spite of Discouragement
   1 Kings 19:1-18

7 Obedience in Spite of Martyrdom
   1 King 21

8 Obedience in Spite of Offense
   2 Kings 1

9 Obedience in Spite of Death
   2 Kings 2:1-14

10 Elijah in the New Testament
    Mark 1:2-8; Luke 1:13-17; 9:28-36

Leader’s Notes




How to Use This Studyguide

Fisherman studyguides are based on the inductive approach to Bible study. Inductive study is discovery study; we discover what the Bible says as we ask questions about its content and search for answers. This is quite different from the process in which a teacher tells a group about the Bible—what it means and what to do about it. In inductive study God speaks directly to each of us through his Word.

A group functions best when a leader keeps the discussion on target, but the leader is neither the teacher nor the “answer person.” A leader’s responsibility is to ask—not tell. The answers come from the text itself as group members examine, discuss, and think together about the passage.

There are four kinds of questions in each study. The first is an approach question. Asked and answered before the Bible passage is read, this question breaks the ice and helps you start thinking about the topic of the Bible study. It begins to reveal where thoughts and feelings need to be transformed by Scripture.

Some of the early questions in each study are observation questions—who, what, where, when, and how—designed to help you learn some basic facts about the passage of Scripture.

Once you know what the Bible says, you then need to ask, What does it mean? These interpretation questions help you to discover the writer’s basic message.

Next come application questions, which ask, What does it mean to me? They challenge you to live out the Scripture’s life-transforming message.


12. For further information on getting a new Bible study group started and keeping it functioning effectively, read You Can Start a Bible Study Group by Gladys Hunt and Pilgrims in Progress: Growing Through Groups by Jim and Carol Plueddemann. (Both books are available from Shaw Books.)



SUGGESTIONS FOR GROUP MEMBERS


	Learn and apply the following ground rules for effective Bible study. (If new members join the group later, review these guidelines with the whole group.)

	Remember that your goal is to learn all that you can from the Bible passage being studied. Let it speak for itself without using Bible commentaries or other Bible passages. There is more than enough in each assigned passage to keep your group productively occupied for one session. Sticking to the passage saves the group from insecurity (“I don’t have the right reference books—or the time to read anything else.”) and confusion (“Where did that come from? I thought we were studying _____________.”).

	Avoid the temptation to bring up those fascinating tangents that don’t really grow out of the passage you are discussing. If the topic is of common interest, you can bring it up later in informal conversation after the study. Meanwhile, help one another stick to the subject.

	Encourage one another to participate. People remember best what they discover and verbalize for themselves. Some people are naturally shy, while others may be afraid of making a mistake. If your discussion is free and friendly and you show real interest in what group members think and feel, the quieter ones will be more likely to speak up. Remember, the more people involved in a discussion, the richer it will be.

	Guard yourself from answering too many questions or talking too much. Give others a chance to share their ideas. If you are one who participates easily, discipline yourself by counting to ten before you open your mouth.

	Make personal, honest applications and commit yourself to letting God’s Word change you.
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