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PRAISE FOR Nik Cohn’s
The Heart of the World


“Teeming with personality … half paean, half eulogy to the throbbing incandescence of a world inside New York … [The Heart of the World] is a kind of day trip through an X-rated Disneyland, full of hucksterism and magic and hard-luck scenes.”

—Boston Globe




“Cohn is very much in the venerable tradition of urban romance … a tradition that honors the raffish above the conventional, the seedy above the antiseptic, the sordid above the proper, and in each instance not without good reason. He has written a book about people, not places, which in the end is the only way to write about this most elusive of American cities.”

—Washington Post Book World




“Engaging … fascinating and heartbreaking … full of wonder for the reader … Equal parts Hubert Selby and E. L. Doctorow, with a dash of Norman Mailer and Tom Wolfe, it sings the body electric with a polyphony Whitman would have found beautifully in tune.”

—San Francisco Chronicle




“Cohn has soaked up the Great White Way’s wild style and wrings both sweet and sour drops from his reservoir. His jazzy free-form narrative mixes reportage, history and myth to ably mimic Broadway’s own chaotic street life. A guidebook to New York’s manic psyche, The Heart of the World walks you through a lush, traumatic dream, proving that this curbstone Disneyland still offers the strangest trip of all.”

—Newsday




“A fascinating chronicle of New York’s strangest denizens … a boisterous cavalcade of voices and stories by turns funny and grotesque, lyrical and sinister, reminiscent and hallucinated … a cross-section of the human race, with its hucksters and refugees, its prophets and drag queens and press agents, its drunks, poets and pickpockets and runaways, its promoters and magicians … The dizzying Babel that swirls through The Heart of the World is the sound of New York’s collective memory.”

—Luc Sante, Vogue




“Hugely entertaining … Cohn possesses great skill as a writer; [his] ear for others’ voices is superlative. Nik Cohn’s regards to Broadway makes unbeatable reading.”

—Detroit News




“Fascinating … captivating … pimps and policemen, drifters and dancers, all have their lives and story to tell. Cohn explore[s] Broadway’s history and its sense of excitement. Along the way, he recreat[es] the myth of a magical Broadway.”

—Seattle Times




“Broadway has rarely been more diverting. Cohn’s rich and dizzying prose vibrates like a tuning fork … memorable.”

—Cleveland Plain Dealer




“Cohn writes about the Great White Way with a precision stoked by an acutely idiomatic ear. He’s a manic, urban De Tocqueville, drawing stories from pickpockets and stockbrokers with a refreshingly democratic lack of prejudice.”

—Mirabella







Nik Cohn
The Heart of the World

Nik Cohn was born in London in 1946 and spent his childhood and adolescence in Derry, Northern Ireland. He is the writer who spawned Saturday Night Fever and is the author of several books on rock and popular culture, including Awopbobaloobop Alopbamboom, Ball the Wall, and Rock Dreams (with Guy Peellaert). He lives on Shelter Island, New York.
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This book is the partial record of a walk I made up Broadway, starting at the Battery and aiming for the Bronx. Originally, I had planned a voyage round the world, but my friend Jon Bradshaw talked me out of it, turned my face to the Great White Way. “It is the world within itself,” he said. So I started walking. Then Bradshaw died. But I kept on walking still, his spirit crouched on my shoulder.
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    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/images/Cohn_9780307767127_epub_tp_r1.jpg
The Heart of the World

Nik Cohn

VINTAGE DEPARTURES
VINTAGE BOOKS

A DIVISION OF RANDOM HOUSE, INC
NEW YORK





OEBPS/images/Cohn_9780307767127_epub_L03_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Cohn_9780307767127_epub_L02_r1.jpg






OEBPS/images/Cohn_9780307767127_epub_cvi_r1.jpg
The Heart of the World

NIK COHN






OEBPS/images/Cohn_9780307767127_epub_cvt_r1.jpg







OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





