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» I dutifully knitted scarves and hats for a long time. But one day a few years ago, I started knitting toys on a whim, and now I can’t stop!



The first toy I made was knitted flat in a simple shape and sewn up. It looked like an unevenly formed blob. But when I added two eyes with some spare embroidery thread, suddenly the blob came to life and looked back at me. I fell in love with my anthropomorphic blob! We read magazines and watched Seinfeld reruns together. I knitted a few more blobs for friends, and my friends fell in love with their blobs, too. Soon, I was hooked, and I started using the technique of knitting in the round to populate my life with more three-dimensional blob-like creatures, such as elephants and bathtubs.

The toys I knit are inspired by everything cute, funny, or strange that I see, starting with the wonderfully bizarre character designs I first found in Japan when I lived there as a high-school exchange student. There is no end to the rampant cuteness in that small island nation—even the food is cute, like mochi (MO-chee), a sticky-rice sweet of which I’m a big fan. Early on, I decided to name my toy design company Mochimochi after this adorable edible and its squishy texture that reminds me of a soft toy. My love of cute and strange things has led me to “mochify” all manner of animals, objects, and even weather patterns.

From a knitter’s perspective, making toys, or amigurumi (ah-mee-goo-ROO-mee), as they are often called, after the Japanese term for knitted or crocheted toys, is great fun. They are quick projects—some take less than an hour to make—and they don’t have to fit anyone. Well, there are a couple of exceptions in this book to that second point (see the “Impractical Wearables” section for some examples), but still, you’ll never find yourself asking someone, “Does this toy make me look fat?”

Knitting Mochimochi offers a herd of all-new and all-cute toy patterns to knit. The projects are tailored to a variety of skill levels and time commitments, from a one-inch-long hamster to an entire city block. You’ll also learn how to design your own toy, from sketch to finish, so you can fall in love with your own primordial blob.

And fear not, beginners! Though many of the projects in this book introduce you to new techniques, there are plenty of instructional photos to help you along, and in the back you’ll find an illustrated guide to basic knitting techniques. Plus, unlike a sweater, a slightly lumpy knitted toy is all the more lovable.

So I welcome you to a place where your inner child and inner knitting geek can get together for a play date, a place where pigs wear ’60s hairdos and friendly monsters munch on your feet.

Welcome to Mochimochi land!

WHY I KNIT TOYS—AND WHY YOU SHOULD, TOO!

There are three major reasons why I knit toys and reading about them will probably convince you that you, too, were destined to knit toys.

I loved toys as a kid and love them even more as a grown-up.

Toys, people! Who doesn’t love toys? Everyone could use something silly looking back at them to make them smile. Sure, you could get a pet, but then there’s all the mess and feeding and vet bills. A knitted toy doesn’t need any shots, just a squeeze once in a while. And there’s no need to be embarrassed. In the 21st century—the cutest century to date—you can hug a toy, carry a toy around in your bag, or display a toy on your desk without shame.

I love to knit.

If you are a knitter, you don’t need to read this. If you’re not a knitter, why aren’t you? It’s like so totally the best hobby ever. With just basic techniques, you can create soft, snuggly works of art with your own two hands. Plus, like a kitten, you’ll get to play with balls of yarn. And millions of kittens can’t be wrong.

I ran out of people to knit scarves and hats for.

Scarves and hats are great for crisp autumn days. But what about hot days, or days when you cannot bring yourself to knit yet another scarf for Aunt Mildred’s birthday? May I suggest a knitted television, or perhaps a knitted angel and devil that Auntie can wear on her shoulders?

Believe me, Aunt Mildred will thank you. A knitted toy is much more fun to unwrap than a knitted garment or a store-bought toy. You might even say that a knitted toy is an ideal gift. But what if you don’t have an Aunt Mildred? Who are all these toys for?
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WHOM TO KNIT TOYS FOR: A GUIDE

Each pattern in this book comes with an utterly arbitrary, often silly suggestion of whom to knit the toy for. The truth is, in my experience, there is no one proper recipient of a knitted toy!

It seems anyone is happy to receive a new yarn-and-stuffing friend. I asked readers of my blog to tell me about the recipients of these handmade gifts. Here is a small sample of their responses.



• fathers-in-law

• electricians

• single gals

• criminal-law professors

• ex-boyfriends

• nutritionists

• goddaughters

• coworkers

• exchange students

• newlyweds

• hospital patients

• cousins

• clinical psychologists

• babies

• vegetarians

• great-grandmothers



Whether they’re friends you love, acquaintances you like, or strangers you want to surprise, everyone deserves a knitted toy, including yourself!
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let’s get
STARTED




Ready to get started knitting a toy? Of course you are! (I was just asking to be polite.)

Let’s go over the “what” and the “how” to get you to “Wow, I made a toy!”
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STUFF YOU’LL NEED

YARN

One great thing about knitting toys is that you can use almost any yarn to make them, and most toys are pretty small and don’t require too much of it. You can purchase just a skein or two at your local yarn store, or you can raid your own stash and use some yarn you have lying around from a previous project. Yay!

The thickness of your yarn will determine how big your toy is. I usually work with worsted-weight yarn, but I like to use fingering-weight yarn for tiny toys and chunky or bulky yarn for extra-big and huggable toys.

Yarn is made from a variety of different fibers, and most of them can be used to knit toys. Here are some of the most common:

Wool

I often knit with wool yarn because I love the way it looks. It is a flexible fiber that is forgiving and easy to work with. You need to take extra care when washing it, but superwash varieties are less likely to felt and shrink.

Cotton

Another natural fiber, cotton is durable and a little easier to wash than wool. It tends to be less forgiving than wool, but if you’re knitting for a child or someone who is allergic to wool, it’s a good choice.

Acrylic

Acrylic can be very affordable, durable, and washable, and so it’s a great choice for toys that will be used and loved. It can feel kind of scratchy to work with, though, and many people choose not to use it because it is not a natural fiber.

Other fibers and blends

It’s fun to experiment with different kinds of yarn, and I’ve personally never met a yarn I thought shouldn’t be used to knit a toy. While they go in and out of fashion for knitted garments, novelty yarns with their interesting colors and textures can add new dimensions and personalities to toys.
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YARN WEIGHT SYSTEM
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Adapted from the Standard Yarn Weight System of the Craft Yarn Council of America.

NEEDLES

Types

Straight needles, two long sticks with points on one end, are only good for knitting flat, straight pieces of fabric. That’s why I rarely use them when making my three-dimensional toys.

Double-pointed needles, or dpns for short, have a point at each end and are used for circular knitting. They are sold in sets of five needles, but you will usually only use four at a time.

Circular needles are good for projects that involve larger circumferences (more than 60 or so stitches). They can also be used to knit smaller circumferences. See The Magic Loop for more information.

Sizes

The most important thing when picking needles is to match your needle size with your yarn. (See Gauge.) Every person knits with a different tension, but when knitting with worsted-weight yarn I use either size 5 US (3.75mm) or 6 US (4.0mm) needles, depending on the type of project. If you think your stitches are too loose, then they probably are, and it’s time to move down a needle size. I start with needles a size or two smaller than the recommended needle size. This makes relatively tight stitches, with no big gaps for stuffing to show through.

Lengths

Depending on the circumference of your knitting, you will want to use double-pointed needles that are 5, 6, or 7 inches long. You could, in theory, use 7-inch needles for everything, but if you’re working with a small number of stitches, longer needles can be awkward and difficult to use.

Materials

All needles come in a variety of materials. I work with double-pointed needles made of bamboo, because I like that they are lightweight and smooth, but not slippery. Try needles made of aluminum, wood, or plastic to see what works best for you.
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STUFFING

Stuffing will turn your toy from a limp piece of knitting into something you can hug or use as an armrest.

Like yarn and needles, stuffing comes in a variety of materials. I prefer to use polyester fiberfill because it’s lightweight, springy, and soft.

Wool stuffing is a natural alternative to polyester. It has a denser feel, and you need to use more care to dry it thoroughly if it gets wet. Other natural alternatives include bamboo and corn-based stuffing. Cotton can also be used as a stuffing, but it tends to get lumpy and compacted, so I don’t recommend it.

In a pinch, especially for smaller toys, you can also stuff with scraps of yarn.
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EYES

Eyes can be made of yarn, buttons, or a variety of other materials.

I use plastic “safety eyes” in most projects in this book. They are very easy to use, but despite their name, they are not safe for children under the age of three. See Childproofing Your Toys for more information on alternatives.

My other preference is for eyes embroidered with a few simple stitches in a contrasting-colored yarn.
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TOOLS

A stitch marker will help you remember where the rounds in your knitting begin and end. Stitch markers come in different varieties, but they’re essentially just small rings, so if you don’t have store-bought markers, you can make your own by tying pieces of contrasting-colored yarn in small loops.
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A tapestry needle looks like a jumbo-size sewing needle. It’s used with yarn for seaming, embroidering details, and weaving in loose ends.

Tapestry needles come in different sizes, so you should make sure that you’re using one that is big enough to thread your yarn through, but small enough that it will easily slip between your stitches.

A stitch holder allows you to hold live stitches temporarily so that you can come back to them later. You slip your stitches onto the open end, and close it like a safety pin. If you don’t have one on hand and you need to hold stitches, you can simply thread a spare piece of yarn through the stitches and tie it shut.
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A counter helps you keep track of the row or round that you’re on without having to keep it all in your head. The type pictured is an easy-to-use clicking device. Or you can simply make hash marks on a piece of paper.

Scissors of any type will do, but small ones with a pointed tip are easiest to use for knitting projects.
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A crochet hook is used for patterns that call for a provisional cast-on. It’s also handy for picking up stitches dropped accidentally.

A measuring tape is essential for checking gauge and for customizing a wearable item.

Straight pins are helpful when attaching multiple appendages so you can get the right spacing before you sew them in place.




End of sample
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COUCH ASSEMBLY

Note: Only right side panel and arm rest are
shown; mirror assembly shown for left side
panel and arm rest.

Attach areas of same colors together using
mattress stitch in the following order:

Bottom of back to bottom of base
Backto top of base where the two areas meet
Side panel to side of base

Front of side panel to front of base

Backof side panel to back of base

Arm rest to top of side panel

Back side of arm rest to back where the two areas
meet up
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Repeat every 8 rds

1 g Always read

right to left
8 1

Repeat every 8 sts in md
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WINDOW PATTERN

Repeat every 4 mds.

Repeat every 3 sis in md
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4 Fatigued foot soldiers
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SIDE VIEW
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FRONT VIEW
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Cute addicts and
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