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Let us begin by committing ourselves to the truth;
to see it like it is and tell it like it is;
to find the truth, to speak the truth, and to live the truth.

—Richard M. Nixon
Nomination acceptance speech
at the Republican Convention,
August 8, 1968





INTRODUCTION

The Declaration of Independence was signed on August 2, 1776. In The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy wears silver shoes. Giovanni da Ver-razano discovered the Hudson River. Panama hats come from Ecuador. Alaska is the easternmost state in the United States. In the Bible, Moses climbs up Mount Sinai seven times. The Earth is closest to the Sun on January 1.

Sounds like a pack of lies, doesn't it? Remarkably, they're all facts—accurate, indisputable, and verifiably true.

Impossible, you say? The truth is: we've all come to accept a bunch of fallacies, falsehoods, and hearsay as genuine truth. We rarely demand substantiation. We're either too trusting or too lazy to run to the library to look it up.

And so, as a public service, I locked myself away in the library, checking and double-checking the facts, determined to expose the hundreds of myths we've believed unsuspectingly, the misconceptions we've retold to others, and the unmitigated balderdash that has poisoned our collective consciousness. Here, then, is the antidote. It's empowering, liberating, and guaranteed to set you free. It's called the truth. Please use it wisely.
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The United States was established on July 4, 1776. George Washington was inaugurated president thirteen years later, on April 30, 1789. During the intervening years, the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia drew up the Articles of Confederation (the first American constitution). In 1781, Maryland representative John Hanson was elected the first president of the Congress of the Confederation. His official title was “president of the United States in Congress Assembled.” After Hanson, seven other men served as president: Elias Boudinot, Thomas Mifflin, Richard Henry Lee, John Hancock, Nathaniel Gorham, Arthur St. Clair, and Cyrus Griffin. In 1787, Congress held a constitutional convention. The delegates wrote the current constitution, ratified by the states in 1788. The following year, the ratifying states elected Washington our nation's ninth president (but the first president under the new constitution).
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“As Time Goes By” (music by Herman Hupfeld, lyrics by Irving Kahal) was originally sung in the 1931 Broadway stage show Everybody's Welcome, and Rudy Vallee recorded the song later that year. Casablanca premiered eleven years later in 1942. The popularity of the movie prompted RCA to rerelease the Rudy Vallee recording.
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Hills rise less than 1,000 feet from the surrounding area, while mountains rise above that height. The Black Hills rise from 2,000 to 4,000 feet above the surrounding area. Several peaks exceed 6,000 feet, and the highest “hill,” Harney Peak, reaches 7,242 feet, higher than any peak in the Appalachian or Ozark mountains. The Sioux Indians named the mountains Paha Sapa (“hills of black”) because from the plains, the pine trees covering the mountains appear black (and because the Sioux had no idea geologists strictly distinguished between hills and mountains).
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History's first recorded sandwich is the Hillel sandwich, invented by Rabbi Hillel between 70 B.c.E and 10 c.E. The sandwich, eaten during Passover seders, consists of charosets (a combination of fruits, nuts, and honey) and bitter herbs between two pieces of matzah(Hebrew for “unleavened bread”). As early as the Middle Ages, Arabs have eaten meat stuffed inside a pocket of pita bread, and medieval European peasants ate bread and cheese lunches in the fields. John Montagu, the fourth Earl of Sandwich (1718—1792), did eat sliced meats and cheeses between two pieces of bread to keep one hand free while playing cards at the gambling table, giving the sandwich its name, but not its origin.
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In the summer of 1886, Pierre Lorillard IY living in Tuxedo Park, a small hamlet in Westchester County, New York, did not want to wear formal black tie and tails to the annual Autumn Ball at his country club. He commissioned a tailor to make several semifor-mal tailless black jackets—in the style of the scarlet riding jackets popular with British fox hunters. Black tie and tails originated in England in the early 1800s. Lorillard may have been inspired by Edward VII, who during a visit to India as Prince of Wales had ordered the tails cut off his coat to keep cool in the heat. Ultimately, Lorillard did not wear the new dinner jacket to the ball, but his son, Griswold, and some of Griswold's friends, did—starting a trend. The jacket became known as the tuxedo, after the town, which was named after Algonquin Indian chief P'tauk-Seet (the P is silent), meaning “wolf.”
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On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress, meeting in Philadelphia at the Pennsylvania State House, formally adopted the final draft of the Declaration of Independence. Only John Hancock, as president of Congress, and Charles Thomson, congressional secretary, signed it. The State of New York did not vote on it until July 9. On July 15, Congress ordered that the declaration be written on parchment, and on August 2, fifty assembled delegates signed the final document. Six others signed the document on later dates, including some who were not members of Congress when the declaration was adopted and Thomas McKean, who signed his name five years later, in 1781.
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In June 1815, Britain's Duke of Wellington led troops against Napoleon and his troops in a small valley four miles to the south of Waterloo in Belgium between the villages of Plancenoit and Mont St. Jean. The battle became known as Waterloo possibly because Wellington slept in Waterloo the night before, or because after the victory, he returned to Waterloo to write home with the news.
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Camels do not have a reservoir for liquids in their hump. The hump is a food reserve made primarily of fat. By storing most of its body fat in the hump, the camel can lose heat freely from the rest of its body without having to perspire much, thereby conserving water. A camel can go for days or even months without water because, unlike other animals, camels retain urea and do not start sweating until their body temperatures reach 115 degrees Fahrenheit.
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The most abused drug in the world is caffeine—found in sodas, coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate candies, and many over-the-counter medicines. According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, caffeine is an addictive drug that creates physical dependence and causes an increase in heart rate, body temperature, urine production, and gastric juice secretion. Caffeine can also raise blood L sugar levels and cause tremors, loss of coordination, decreased appetite, and postponement of fatigue, and it can interfere with the depth of sleep and the amount of dream sleep.
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Paul Revere was one of three riders on the famous midnight ride of April 18, 1775, from Boston to Concord, Massachusetts. The other two were William Dawes and Samuel Prescott. In the poem “Paul Reveres Ride” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, only Revere rides to Concord, after seeing one lantern light in the steeple of the Old North Church. In reality, the signal was not sent to Revere. He had directed that the signal be sent to friends in Charlestown. The “midnight ride” began at 1 A.M., and along the way Revere, Dawes, and Prescott ran into a British cavalry patrol. Dawes and Prescott escaped, but Revere was captured, detained, and forced to walk back to Lexington without his horse. Dawes also returned to Lexington. Only Prescott made it to Concord.
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As early as 200 C.E., the Incas cultivated the potato in the Andes Mountains in what is now Peru and Bolivia. In the sixteenth century, Spanish conquistadors brought the potato to Europe. Soon after, English explorers brought potatoes to England. From there, potatoes were introduced to Ireland, where Irish farmers began growing them. The horrors of the Irish potato famine of the late 1840s, during which some 750,000 Irish people starved to death, cause people to wrongly conclude that the potato originated in Ireland. A statue of Sir Francis Drake in Offenbach, Germany, wrongly proclaims the English explorer as “Introducer of the Potato into Europe.” There is no evidence that Drake, who sailed around South America, carried potatoes aboard his ship, the Pelican.
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The first feature-length
all-talking motion picture was not
Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer.
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Abraham Lincoln did not write the
Gettyshurg Address on the back of an enve-
lope while riding the train to Gettysburg.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_177_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_298_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_055_r1.jpg
Heinz does not make
5T varieties.
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Moons do not orbit
only planets.
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King Tut was not the wealthiest
Egyptian pharaoh who ever lived.
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Key West is not the westernmost
Florida key.
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Chop suey was not
invented in China.
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Htlas does not hold the
world on his shoulders.
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The bagpipe did not originate
in Scotland.
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The Pennsylvania Dutch did not
originate in Holland.
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Leap year does not occur
every four years.
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The Battle of Bennington was
not fought at Bennington, Vermont.
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Never Never Land is
a real place.
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“Home, home on the range, where the
deer and the antelope do not play”
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Penguins do not live only in
freezing cold climates.
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Bdolf Hitler’s real last name was
not Schicklgruber.
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Taxation without representation exists in
the United States of America.
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West Virginia is not
west of Virginia.
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Houseflies do not have suction
cups on their feet.
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The French and Indian War was not fought
between the French and the Indians.
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Benjamin Franklin did not invent
the Franklin stove.
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The sinking of the American ship
Lusitania did not prompt the United
States to enter World War I.
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Frank Zappa’s father was not
Mr. Green Jeans.
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Plaque and tartar are
not the same thing.
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Julius Caesar was not the first
emperor of Rome.
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Human hair does not continue
growing after death.
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Panama hats do not come
from Panama.
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The island of Atlantis did not sink
into the ocean.
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The Encyclopaedia Brifannica
is not British.
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Monica Lewinsky did not perform oral
sex with President Bill Clinton
in the Oval Office.
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The name Smith is not short
for “blacksmith.”
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Charles Darwin did not originate the
theory of evolution.
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Marco Polo was not the
first European to visit China.
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The word booze does not come from
E. C. Booz of Philadelphia, who put his
last name on the first “hooze” bottle.
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Walt Disney did not have his dead body
cryogenically frozen and stored in the
tunnels under Disneyland.
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Bbner Doubleday did not invent baseball
in Cooperstown, New York.
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The British government does not
own Buckingham Palace.
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Frankenstein was not
a monster.
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George Washington did not chop down
a cherry tree as a boy.
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Hank Raron does not hold the world’s
record for home runs.
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Usehsy .
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The Pledge of Allegiance to the United
States flag was not written in 1776.
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Delilah did not cut
Samson’s hair.
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The ostrich does not bury
its head in the sand.
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The needle of a compass does
not point to the North Pole.
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Napalm was not used for the
first time in the Vietnam War.
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The guillotine was not invented by
Dr. Joseph Guillotin in France.
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John F. Kennedy was not the youngest
president of the United States.
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British prisoners did not
settle Rustralia.
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Henry Hudson did not discover
the Hudson River.
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People are not gored to death every year
during the Running of the Bulls.
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The Great Wall of China
is not visible from the Moon.
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Eating carrots does not
improve your eyesight.
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The Battle of Bunker Hill did
not take place at Bunker Hill.
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The caesarean section was not
named after Julius Caesar.
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Millions of buffalo never roamed
the United States.
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The Hundred Years’ War
did not end after 100 years.
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Cooties
exist.
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Dracula was a
real person.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_082_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_081_r1.jpg
The Mayflower did not land at
Plymouth Rock.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_080_r1.jpg
Dungarees did not originate
in America.
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India ink does not
come from India.
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The last song the band played on the
Titanic was not “Nearer, My God, to Thee.”
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“Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat,
nor gloom of night stays these couriers
from the swift completion of their
appointed rounds” is not the motto
of the U.S. Postal Service.
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In the Bible, a whale does
not swallow Jonah.
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All fish do not
lay eggs.
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Dinosaurs lived
on Entarctica.
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The Dead Sea is
not a dead sea.
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Germans did not brew
the first beer.
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Sweetbread is not
sweet bread.
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Niagara Falls is not the world’s
highest waterfall.
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Hbraham Lincoln was not the first and
only US. president born in a log cabin.
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Mikey did not die because
Pop Rocks exploded in his stomach.
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The word babble is not derived
from the Tower of Babel.
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K sea cucumber is not
an ocean plant.
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Lenin’s first name
was not Nikolai.
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Stonehenge was not built
by the Druids.
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Soury, Arric,
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The Cape of Good Hope is not the
southern tip of Africa.
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K ship captain cannot perform
marriages at sea.
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Hdam and Eve did not eat an apple
from the Tree of Knowledge in
the Garden of Eden.
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George Washington never threw a silver
dollar across the Potomac River.
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Pandas are
not bears.
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1IN GOD WE TRUST
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“In God We Trust” has not been the official
motto of the United States since 1716.
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Hoover Dam does not provide all the
electricity for Las Vegas.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_331_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_330_r1.jpg
The Bible does not
forbid masturbation.
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Moscow’s Red Square was not
named by the Communists.
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Kilts did not originate
in Scotland.
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The limerick did not originate
in Limerick, Ireland.
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The United States Constitution does
not give citizens the right to own
guns for hunting.
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The Statue of Liberty is not in
New York City.
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Cinderella did not wear glass
slippers to the ball.
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Using Coca-Cola as a douche immediately
after sexual intercourse will
not prevent pregnancy.
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John Harvard did not found
Harvard University.
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The Egyptians did
not invent paper.
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Sir Lancelot was not a member of
King Arthur’s Round Table.
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Thomas Edison did not invent
the light bulb.
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Nero did not fiddle while
Rome burned.
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Shooting stars are not
stars shooting across the sky.
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Bats are not blind and
do not fly by radar.
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Icebergs are not
frozen ocean water.
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The Beatles did not write the song
“Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds”
to form the initials LSD.
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The Chunnel under the English Channel is
not the world’s longest railroad tunnel.
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The tulip did not originate
in Holland.
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Emerican Indians did not
originate scalping.
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Three kings did not visit
baby Jesus in the manger.
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Cleopatra was not
Egyptian.
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Mohandas Gandhi’s technique of passive
resistance was not inspired by Henry
David Thoreau’s essay “Civil Disobedience.”
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The Mason-Dixon Line was not drawn
during the Civil War to divide the
South from the North.
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The Christian Sabbath has
not always been on Sunday.
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The temperature does not get hotter
the closer you get to the equator.
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Stephen Foster did not write “Way Down
Upon the Swanee River” out of
love for the Florida river.
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Nicolaus Copernicus was not
the first person to claim the Earth
revolves around the sun.
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Quaker Oats are not
made by Quakers.
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Strawberries are
not berries.
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“The Spirit of 'T6” was not painted
during the American Revolution.
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K drunk cannot sober up by drinking
coffee or taking a shower.
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The 1969 Woodstock concert did not take
place in Woodstock, New York.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_239_r1.jpg
The shortest distance between two points
is not always a straight line.
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Christopher Columbus was not the first
person to claim the Earth is round.
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The United States was not the first
country to land on the Moon.
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Karate did not
originate in Japan.
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The pelvis is not a large bone
below the waist.
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The Canary Islands are not named
after the birds that live there.
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The entrance to the Panama Canal from
the Atlantic Ocean is not east of the
exit into the Pacific Ocean.
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Teddy Roosevelt did not lead the
Rough Riders on horses up San Juan Hill
in the Spanish-American War.
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Indira Gandhi was not the first woman
democratically elected head of state.
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In the Battle of Little Bighorn,
Indians did not ambush General George
Hrmstrong Custer and his troops.
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Charles Lindbergh was not the
first person to fly an airplane nonstop
across the Atlantic Ocean.
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The ukulele did not
originate in Hawaii.
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Eddie Haskell was not killed in
the Vietnam War.





OEBPS/images/Gree_9780767922982_epub_100_r1.jpg
$.0.5. does not stand for
“Save Our Ship.”
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Petrified wood is not wood
that has turned to stone.
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Witches were never burned at
the stake in Salem.
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Greenland is
not green.
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Adolf Hitler did not create
the swastika.
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Henry Ford did not introduce the
assembly line to automobile production.
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The Emancipation Proclamation
did not free the slaves.
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Henry David Thoreau did not live
as a recluse at Walden Pond.
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Hernando Cortés was not the first
European to discover the Pacific Ocean.
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Moths do not
eat clothes.
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