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“[AN] ARTICULATE AND ENGAGING HISTORIAN.”   —USA Today
“Clarke describes the Pearl Harbor attack in vivid detail, and dissects the myths and symbols that grew around it. He skillfully recreates the Hawaii of 1941, and the events of Dec. 5–7, based on  contemporary records and accounts, on several of the better histories and on his own interviews with survivors of that unforgettable  Sunday morning.”
—New York Newsday
“Fascinating . . . The racist attitudes toward the Japanese that Clarke  has collected tell a story that goes far beyond the confines of the  Hawaiian archipelago.”
—Entertainment Weekly
“Thurston Clarke’s Pearl Harbor Ghosts stands apart from other examinations of that tragic day.”
—Chicago Tribune
“Evocative . . . [Clarke’s] book resonates.”
—San Diego Union
“No other event in this century has riveted America’s attention as  did the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. . . . Clarke says the  Pearl Harbor attack was not merely a clear-cut, singular military  event. Rather, he persuasively argues that the aerial assault opened a  Pandora’s box of questions that were not then addressed, have never  been successfully dealt with, and the ‘ghosts’ of these issues still remain with us, even after a half century.”
—Dallas Times Herald
 
 
“MASTERFUL . . . UNFORGETTABLE . . .
[A] meticulously researched meditation on FDR’s ‘day that will live  in infamy.’ . . . Between the carefully crafted lines is the pre-WWII  America that felt itself invulnerable. . . . Woven into the dreamlike  tapestry and sharp, provocative bits on contemporary Japanese-US  realities. . . . Powerful, compelling prose lays this ghost to rest with  dignity and painstaking honesty.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
“Clarke sifts skillfully through hundreds of memories, Japanese and  American, and there is much on both sides that is touching and revealing. . . . The book is filled with telling details and what the details tell us is chilling.”
—The Raleigh News & Observer
“Recommended . . . An interesting combination of travelog, historical analysis, and anecdotal experiences reminiscent of Walter Lord’s  classic  Day of Infamy. . . . There are some new details for Pearl Harbor buffs, but most intriguing is Clarke’s look at feelings toward  Japanese Americans (and Japan) in Hawaii.”
—Library Journal
“Great skill, sensitivity, and insight.”
—Honolulu Advertiser
“Mesmerizing . . . An enlightening overview of the progressively  devastating cultural and environmental devolution of the Hawaiian  islands during the past five decades.”
—Booklist

PREFACE
APRIL 1990–OCTOBER 2000
By World War II standards, Pearl Harbor was neither a very  bloody nor complicated battle, and it can easily be summarized.  In the early hours of December 7, 1941, a Japanese task force containing six aircraft carriers sailed to a point 230 miles north of the  Hawaiian island of Oahu and launched 354 warplanes in two waves.  These flew undetected to Oahu, surprising the American military.  During a raid lasting about an hour and forty minutes, Japanese pilots attacked every important air and naval installation on the island,  destroying 188 Army and Navy aircraft, most of them on the  ground, and sinking or damaging four auxiliary ships, three cruisers,  three destroyers, and eight battleships. Japan lost twenty-nine planes  and five midget submarines. Its fleet withdrew without having been  sighted, having won one of the century’s more one-sided victories.
This raid has since become one of the most obsessively examined engagements in military history, described and analyzed in thousands of articles and monographs, in over a hundred books listed  under “Pearl Harbor” in the Library of Congress, and in the reports  of nine military and congressional investigations. We know, in   many instances, which pilots sank which ships, and sometimes which   gunners downed which planes. We know what happened to every  Pearl Harbor vessel—that the light cruiser  Phoenix was sold to Argentina, where it was renamed the Admiral Belgrano  and torpedoed  by a British submarine during the Falklands war, that the Coast  Guard cutter Taney was the only Pearl Harbor ship to serve in Vietnam, and that Navy Tug 146 became a fireboat in San Francisco Bay.
Any piece of an aircraft present on Oahu at the time of the attack has become a valuable relic. A wing section from an American  P-40 fighter (or “pursuit plane,” as fighters were then called) shot  down on December 7 sold for several thousand dollars fifty years  later. World War II archaeologists have continued searching for the  crews of six American planes that disappeared on December 7. A  Honolulu resident has collected the names and curricula vitae of the  Japanese pilots and can account for all but six of the downed Japanese aircraft. He is looking for the rest, hoping to find one that  might become the centerpiece of a projected museum. Texan David  Aiken has spent thirty-two years compiling a roster of every airman  who was airborne on December 7 and locating witnesses to every  aerial battle. He plans using this information to create a roster of  the Japanese and American airmen he hopes will become the foundation for an organization of these men and their descendants,  something like the Daughters of the American Revolution.
I think we remain fascinated by Pearl Harbor because it was the  first attack on American soil by a foreign power since the War of  1812, the worst naval catastrophe in United States history, and a  landmark battle, like Yorktown or Gettysburg, that changed the  course of history, in this instance by forcing the United States to  play an active role in world affairs. There is also the romance that  surrounds spectacular military defeats such as the Little Bighorn  and the Charge of the Light Brigade, and the belief that, in the  words of Admiral Thomas Fargo, who spoke at Pearl Harbor on  December 7, 1999, “No single event is more central to our concept  of national tragedy and national conviction than the events of December 7.” There is also the suspicion that, like the assassination of   President Kennedy, Pearl Harbor is a watershed separating an innocent past from a corrupt future.
My own fascination with Pearl Harbor began in grade school  during the 1950s, when no December 7 could pass without a bulletin board filled with old clippings or a visit from a veteran. I learned  that the Japanese had been treacherous for mounting a sneak attack,  then an indisputable evil rather than the approved “preemptive  strike” of today, and remembered Pearl Harbor during our duck-and-cover air-raid drills, and worried that if those poky Japanese  propeller planes could appear without warning over Hawaii, then  why not Russian jets over Connecticut?
I considered Pearl Harbor a purely military engagement, and  pictured warships spewing fire, planes exploding on the ground,  gunners surrounded by rings of flame, and naval bands completing  “The Star-Spangled Banner” before breaking for cover. I saw Marine officers emptying their revolvers at Zeros as tears ran down  their cheeks, and admirals wearing pajamas standing in their gardens, staring in disbelief. But what I ignored, or never knew, was  that this had happened on the edge of an American city where 40  percent of the 1941 population was the same race as the pilots of  those dragonfly planes.
When I first arrived in Honolulu more than ten years ago I  found it hard to believe that a modern city of 900,000 could have  time for the relics of a 1941 city less than a third its size. But I was  soon finding them everywhere. Bullet holes still scarred buildings at  Hickam and Wheeler Fields, and although the teahouse patronized  by a spy from the Japanese consulate had changed its name, it still  catered to homesick Japanese.
The more time I spent in Honolulu, interviewing Pearl Harbor  witnesses, and reading the 1941 newspapers and diaries, the more I  suspected that the bitterness, failed reconciliations, and touchiness  of survivors were products of both 1941 and the present—of the  unique nature of Pearl Harbor, and of its ghosts. I was soon seeing  Honolulu with a double vision, juxtaposing the 1941 city and the   current one, and finding myself unable to visit a neighborhood  without comparing it to its past, or to listen to witnesses without  connecting their memories to their current lives. This is why I decided to recount the attack while also placing 1941 and the present  alongside, hoping this might help to explain why, when far bloodier  battles have been forgotten, Pearl Harbor remains so controversial  and capable of stirring up such painful memories.
Pearl Harbor Ghosts was originally published in 1991, for the  fiftieth anniversary of the attack. Like most survivors attending the  December 7 ceremonies in Hawaii that year, I had assumed I was  witnessing a last hurrah, the last great Pearl Harbor landmark anniversary before death decimated the World War II generation and  interest in this pivotal day waned. As it turned out, I could not have  been more wrong.
Pearl Harbor continues to haunt its survivors, as well as their  descendants. Poignant requests for information about dead fathers,  and from survivors attempting to locate old comrades, fill several  Internet sites. One survivor laments that it has taken him almost  sixty years to realize that his Pearl Harbor friendships were more  precious than any others. A man asks for help in finding a sailor stationed on a battleship during the attack who was “the best boyhood  friend I ever had.” A Pearl Harbor son wants a 1941 crew list from  the U.S.S. Pennsylvania, so he can determine where his father was  standing on December 7, and exactly what he had seen and heard.
Throughout the 1990s, survivors, their children, and a large  cadre of amateur and professional Pearl Harbor historians have  continued documenting the most arcane aspects of the attack, and  attempting to solve every mystery and preserve every relic.
Nanette Purnell of Kailua, Oahu, has gathered so much information about the professions and family backgrounds of the forty-eight civilians killed on December 7 from interviews, obituaries,  archives, police reports, and hospital records she can pinpoint the  exact spot where her “forgotten victims” were killed or mortally  wounded. In 1997, an article by John De Virgilio in Proceedings, the  magazine of the U.S. Naval Institute, traced for the first time the   precise path of the Japanese bomb that destroyed the U.S.S. Arizona. In July 2000, underwater archaeology students from the University of Hawaii located the remains of a Catalina flying boat the  Japanese had sunk at its moorings in Kaneohe Bay. Two months  later, the Pisces deep-diving submarines of the University of Hawaii’s  Underseas Research Laboratory spent weeks crisscrossing the mouth  of the channel leading to Pearl Harbor, searching for a Japanese  midget submarine sunk by an American destroyer before the aerial  attack. And also in 2000, it was revealed that an urn containing the  ashes of Nancy Wagner, the baby daughter of Albert Wagner, who  had been chief yeoman on the U.S.S. Utah, still remained on board  the sunken ship, and that Wagner’s twin sister had been coming to  Hawaii every Thanksgiving since 1990 to cast a lei onto the water.
The 1990s also saw more memorials to Pearl Harbor. The  U.S.S.  Hoga, the tugboat that dragged the damaged battleship  Nevada to shallow water during the attack, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places; Colorado’s Interstate 70 was  christened the Pearl Harbor Memorial Highway; and a Pennsylvania Turnpike extension was renamed the Pearl Harbor Memorial  Highway Extension. During the decade, survivors of the U.S.S.  Arizona held their first memorial service at the Arizona Memorial, California observed its first Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, the  Department of the Navy finally dropped its long-standing objections to naming a ship after the attack and commissioned the U.S.S.  Pearl Harbor, and President Clinton proclaimed December 7, 1996,  the fifty-fifth anniversary of the attack, to be National Pearl Harbor  Remembrance Day.
To mark the sixtieth anniversary I have revised and updated this  book. The story of the attack and its immediate aftermath of course  remains the same, but the ways in which Pearl Harbor continues to  haunt the nation, and those who survived it, is a continuing and  changing one. The attorney representing Admiral Husband Kimmel, who commanded the U.S. Pacific Fleet at the time of the attack, had it right when he wrote, “Pearl Harbor never dies, and no  living person has seen the end of it.”

[image: image][image: image]
[image: image][image: image]

PART ONE
DECEMBER 5, 1941


CHAPTER 1
THE GREAT WHITE SHIP  LEAVES HONOLULU
Ever since I read about the last peacetime sailing of the S.S.  Lurline from Honolulu on December 5, 1941, the words “Pearl  Harbor” can set her sailing in my mind.
I like the contrast: the Great White Liner of the Pacific leaving  peacetime Honolulu and docking five days later, in wartime San  Francisco, its passengers having traveled from peace to war. The  abrupt change traumatized them. They learned about the attack  when a porter brought their morning coffee in a tin pot, because the  expensive silverware was already in storage, or when a crewman  sloshed blackout paint across their portholes, with each stroke darkening their staterooms. They lived in that eerie twilight for two  days, fully clothed and wearing life preservers, knowing there were  casualties in Hawaii, but not knowing which of their loved ones  were already corpses.
The Lurline’s passengers may not have been escaping an enemy  occupation or certain death, but had they stayed behind they might  have been among the twenty-five hundred servicemen and civilians  killed on December 7. The Lurline’s last peacetime sailing is compelling because it separated people into two groups: those who   would be strafed by Japanese planes, live under martial law, and   see dead American soldiers and sailors; and those aboard the Lurline who, like mainland Americans, would always remember December 7 in terms of where they were and what they were doing,  much as my generation recalls the Kennedy assassination.
So imagine the S.S. Lurline, the Great White Ship of the Matson Lines, as she loaded passengers in Honolulu on December 5,  1941. First, picture her from a distance, perhaps from the observation deck of the eight-story-high Aloha Tower—The Gateway to  the Pacific—that winked colored signals and was the tallest building  for thousands of miles. From here, several hundred feet above the  docks, there appeared to be little to distinguish this Boat Day from  others marking a liner’s arrival or departure from the most isolated  archipelago in the world. There were spiderwebs of streamers, blizzards of confetti, and celebrities posing for photographers. The  Royal Hawaiian Band played its tearjerking melodies and hula girls  danced. Local boys dived for coins thrown from the top deck, and  there were flower leis everywhere.
Earlier that day, Japanese women had gathered blossoms from  slopes of the saw-toothed mountains overshadowing Honolulu. Elderly Hawaiian women had sat along the sidewalks leading to the  docks all morning, plucking wild ginger and plumeria from old cereal boxes and releasing clouds of perfume, as they strung the fifteen  hundred leis necessary for the average Boat Day. The leis were long  and full, fragrant necklaces of yellow ilima and sweet mountain  maile hanging to passengers’ knees.
Seen from the Aloha Tower, the Boat Day crowds of December 5 resembled earlier ones. So many people were dressed in white  the scene appeared as if in an overexposed photograph. Women wore  white-cotton dresses and carried white parasols. Naval officers were in  dress whites and civilians were in linen suits. Nursemaids in white  uniforms minded the scrubbed children of the kamaaina (native born)  aristocracy, an elite of about one hundred Caucasian families descended from nineteenth-century New England missionaries who,  as the expression goes, “Came to do good and did well.” During the   last half century, these families had overthrown the Hawaiian monarchy, supported the immigration of Chinese, Japanese, and Filipino  laborers, and through intermarriage and interlocking directorates  seized control of the land, commerce, and political life of these islands as completely as the oligarchy of any banana republic. Yet,  within three days of the  Lurline’s sailing, this elite would see logs  rolled across its polo fields, its private schools and country clubs  turned into barracks, and its political power swept away forever.
As on every Boat Day, the crowds beneath the Aloha Tower  numbered in the thousands, many more than might be warranted by  the departure of eight hundred passengers. But on a remote island  the arrival or departure of a boat for the mainland was always an  event. Large Alexander and Baldwin calendars advertising the Matson Lines schedule hung in most Honolulu kitchens and so on Boat  Day office workers left their desks to see who was arriving or leaving, and young men met every liner, hoping to discover a pretty girl.  Beachboys from Waikiki came to play ukulele serenades to women  they had romanced. Businessmen and politicians gathered in huddles, closing deals and exchanging gossip. The leis, hula dancers,  and Royal Hawaiian Band reminded everyone that they lived on an  island with an exotic history and culture that had, so far, escaped the  horrors of the century.
But descend from the Aloha Tower, mingle in the crowd, and  you might notice that this Boat Day was unlike any other. Her passengers might not imagine that the Lurline would be dodging Japanese submarines, and officers embracing their departing wives  might not imagine that in two weeks some would be carried aboard  this same ship on stretchers, but there were clues.
Because of a sudden increase in boisterous young defense workers and servicemen, there were more police on the pier and more  cars clogging Fort and Bishop Streets, even though traffic lights had  recently replaced the Hawaiian policemen who directed traffic from  beneath umbrellas. Because so many passengers were defense workers, the Matson Line had engaged two Los Angeles policemen to  make the round-trip voyage on their vacation time, giving them free   accommodation in exchange for keeping order on board. Because  war with Japan was feared—although few believed it would start in  Hawaii—and 40 percent of Hawaii’s population was Japanese, the  authorities feared sabotage, and so the piers were guarded by soldiers of the Hawaii Territorial Guard, who were Japanese.
The Lurline’s sister ship, the Matsonia, was already being turned  into a troopship, meaning there had been no transportation to California for the previous two weeks except a few seats on the Pan Am  Clippers. Thus there was a record number of passengers on this  voyage, so many that seventy were assigned cots in a main lounge  once described as “the last word in maritime trimmings . . . until  someone puts a keel under the Louvre and floats it.” There was also  a record number of letter pouches and parcels, more American  diplomats and Pan-American Airways employees than usual (evacuated from the Orient because of the danger of war), more stowaways, more people without leis, since they had not been in Hawaii  long enough for anyone to make an event of their departure, more  women than men, and a sizable contingent of military wives, some  of whom would discover, when the Lurline  docked in San Francisco,  that they had become widows.
There were Japanese-Americans on the passenger list, too, including an Army officer who would soon suffer some embarrassing  moments, and Japanese families sailing from a place where their incarceration in a detention camp would be unlikely to a place where  it was almost certain.
The Lurline usually filled several staterooms with starlets and  socialites, but that day there was only Miss Marjorie Petty, the  model for her father’s drawings of the scantily clothed “Petty Girl”  in Esquire. Many passengers were defense workers who had been  turning Hawaii into America’s “Fist in the Pacific” and were returning home after shocking Honolulu by being the first haoles (Caucasians) seen to engage in heavy physical labor. Because these  workers did not consider Hawaii home, and were glad to be leaving,  you could see at that Boat Day something unthinkable even the year  before, people leaving Honolulu with dry eyes.
The last prewar sailing of the Lurline seemed to indicate that  everyone knew war was coming. Why else the crowding? The stowaways? The Army wives? The contingent of panicky prostitutes who  were more sensitive than anyone to the military mind?
There were passengers like Mrs. P. R. Sellers, who still remembers how servicemen had been telling their wives for months that  they were concerned about a war with Japan, and that her husband,  then at sea on the carrier  Enterprise, wanted her out of Hawaii. But  she was in the minority. Most military wives were leaving because  their husbands worried that a war in Asia would restrict travel to the  mainland. Most local residents were going on vacation and business  trips, confident they would be able to return to the islands whenever  they wished. Bob Stroh’s father, who was a salesman for Primo beer,  was taking his family along on a West Coast business trip, never  imagining they would all be stuck in California for three years.  Stroh recalls the sailing as a glorious occasion, with the Lurline  steaming away through a cloud of confetti and streamers.
More than anything, the December 5 Boat Day reflected how  confused Honoluluans were during their last week of peace. Assembled on the pier were people fleeing because they feared war, and  staying for the same reason; those leaving because they believed war  was remote, and remaining for the same reason.
Honolulu’s newspapers reflected this uncertainty. If you wanted  to prove that everyone must have known war was imminent, you  could pick out headlines like, “Kurusu Bluntly Warned Nation  Ready for Battle,” “Pacific Zero Hour Near,” “U.S. Army Alerted in  Manila—Singapore Mobilizing as War Tension Grows,” and “U.S.  Demands Explanations of Japan; Moves Americans Prepare for Any  Emergency; Navy Declared Ready.” If you wanted to prove peace  was equally likely, there was, “Japan Called Still Hopeful of Making  Peace with U.S.,” “Hirohito Holds Power to Stop Japanese Army,”  “Further Peace Efforts Urged,” and, on December 6, “New Peace  Effort Urged in Tokyo—Joint Commission to Iron Out Deadlock  with U.S. Proposal.”
The Lurline passenger who best reflected the nervousness and   overconfidence characteristic of December 5 was a Colonel Tetley  of the Army Signal Corps, who commanded the Army’s radar system in Hawaii. Radar was only installed in mid-November, and was  largely ignored or treated with contempt by military and civilian authorities on Oahu despite its importance in winning the Battle of  Britain. Governor Poindexter and the National Park Service had  forbidden Tetley to install his radar on mountain peaks, where it  would be most effective, because they feared radar installations  would ruin scenic vistas and defile mountains sacred to the Hawaiian people. The commander of the Army’s Hawaiian Department,  General Walter Short, believed Tetley’s five mobile radar stations  were good training tools, but not important enough to operate  twenty-four hours a day. But there was great enthusiasm for radar in  the lower ranks and, as Tetley told me, his radar operators were “exceptional people, the brightest young men from Signal Corps.”
Whenever Tetley’s whiz kids plotted a Japanese attack in their  training exercises it was carrier-based, and hitting the island at  dawn. They expected an attack at Thanksgiving. When it never materialized Tetley thought Oahu was safe until Christmas. Still, he  was dumbfounded when the Army ordered both him and his antiaircraft liaison officer to San Francisco to observe how its radar stations handled a simulated attack by carrier-based planes against its  Navy Yard. He was so convinced an attack on Hawaii was imminent  he had prepared his household goods for shipping and had decided  to evacuate his wife and infant son to the mainland, even though the  only accommodations available were expensive ones in first class. As  his family waited for the Lurline to sail, his wife met Pan Am and  State Department employees being evacuated from Wake and Midway Islands. She asked Tetley, “Why are they pulling people back  from Asia and the islands?” He replied, “For the same reason you’re  on this boat.”
But most civilians and servicemen in Hawaii discounted the  chance of a Japanese raid. Certainly none of the passengers arriving  on the  Lurline two days before believed they were sailing into a war  zone. After all, if war was expected, would two football teams have   arrived from the mainland? The Willamette team would play the  University of Hawaii on December 6, while San Jose College was  scheduled for the following week. Would Hollywood cameramen  have come to film background scenery for To the Shores of Tripoli, a  historical drama about the first Marine Corps victory? Would noted  European war correspondent Joseph C. Harsch have planned to  catch the westbound Pan-American Clipper on December 7 so he  could spend the winter reporting from Japan? Or would Earl Thacker,  a respected local executive, have told reporters meeting the ship on  December 3 that the opinion in Washington was that there would  be no war with Japan and that the present attitude was bluff although, he added, “if the Japanese military want a fight, the United  States is fully prepared for them.”
Walter Dillingham, a member of a wealthy and influential Honolulu family, remembers the Lurline’s last peacetime crossing to  Honolulu as “a normal Lurline voyage, except there were no pretty  girls.” He told me, “Most of the passengers were defense workers  who came to the main dining room—which was a very posh place—  with rubber bands around their sleeves and wearing sweat-stained  hats.” He was so confident Hawaii was safe he had proposed via  radiophone to his girlfriend, who was temporarily in San Francisco.  “You’re going to have a problem getting back to the Islands,” he  told her. “The military are not letting people on the boats now unless they’re bona fide citizens of Hawaii. Perhaps you should tell  them you’re about to be one because you’re going to marry me.”
The most complacent of the arriving Lurline passengers was  Brigadier General Howard C. Davidson, commander of Wheeler  Field’s Fourteenth Pursuit Wing, the planes assigned to intercept an  airborne attack on Oahu. A formation of these planes buzzed the  Lurline in his honor, and upon arriving he announced that during a  tour of mainland airfields he had been particularly impressed by a  civil-defense exercise in Seattle. Eight thousand volunteer civilian  spotters there had quickly reported a flight of attacking airplanes,  and reports piled in to defense headquarters in time for interceptor  squadrons to rise and meet them. He promised to duplicate this   scheme in Hawaii and recruit civilian spotters who would keep their  eyes peeled for the approach of enemy aircraft, even though it is difficult to imagine a plan more unsuited to Hawaii’s geography or  more useless to its defense. Wheeler Field was nine miles from the  north shore, and twelve from the south, so civilian spotters standing  at the water’s edge could provide less than five minutes’ warning.  Furthermore, after Davidson’s fighters had completed their aerial  tricks over the Lurline on December 3, he ordered them disarmed  and parked in a tight antisabotage formation on Wheeler’s tarmac,  which would make it impossible to launch them all in under four  hours.
Late on the afternoon of December 5, after a five-hour delay caused  by the last-minute arrival of military families, loudspeakers in the  Lurline ’s corridors finally sounded “All ashore going ashore.” Like  every departure from Hawaii, this one unfolded in an atmosphere of  hysteria, melancholy, and recklessness. Strangers embraced, laughter became hoarse, corridors filled with cigarette smoke, and the  thick perfume of flower leis choked staterooms. The delayed departure made the parties more boozy and emotional than usual, and  tears appeared even in the eyes of those hardened Boat Day veterans, the Royal Hawaiian Band.
Finally the Lurline blasted her whistle, the band played a last  “Aloha Oe,” people shouted “Good-bye . . . see you in a month, six  months, a year,” and men, even men in uniform, wept.
As she pulled away her passengers threw streamers at friends on  the pier, creating a colored spiderweb that straightened, tightened,  and, just before breaking, appeared to be binding her to that dock,  and to that peaceful day, forever. Outrigger canoes followed her to  the mouth of the harbor and bombers from Hickam Field circled  overhead, their bellies just feet above the water. Fighters swooped  across her decks, their pilots waggling their wings in farewell to  their wives.
Some husbands raced to Diamond Head Lighthouse to wave a   final good-bye, or hired speedboats to escort the Lurline from the  harbor, cutting recklessly across her bow. Some passengers tossed  their leis overboard, the legend being that if they washed ashore,  their owners would return to Hawaii.
The people seeing them off walked or drove back through   a low-rise little colonial city of palm trees, pink stucco, and red-tiled roofs, past the granite trading house of the haole (Caucasian)  elite, the rococo palace of the deposed Hawaiian monarchy, and the  handsome schools that children, even wealthy children, attended  barefoot. They returned to homes whose sliding doors, louvered  windows, and flimsy wooden walls made them vulnerable to air  raids, all in all, an architecture spectacularly unsuited to war.
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Radar on Oahu from Tetley interview.
Description of last peacetime  crossi
Dillingham.

Davidson story: HA, December 4, 1941.

interview  with

CONSUL MORIMURA §

THE SIGHTS

Background on Yoshikawa's spying activities: Yoshikawa arti-
cle in Nacal Institute Proceedings; Shearer article in Parade, ar-
ticles in 4, December 7, 1969, and December 3, 1981
article in HSB, December 7, 1960; Furago, particularly chap-
ters 18 and 19; interview with Woodrum; postattack Inves-
tigative Reports of the 14th Naval District found in the
appendix of the 1948 investigation conducted by Major
Henry C. Clausen, reproduced in PHA, part 35.

The best explanation of the importance of the Bomb Plot
message is in Layton, pp. 162-68. See also Furago, chapter 18.
Voyage of the Tuiyo Muru: Furago, pp. 24847, HSB and HA,
November 1-6, 1941; Layton, pp. 174-75.

Yoshikawa’s cables: Farago, pp. 291-312.

RCA office gives cables to counterintelligence: described in
Layton, pp. 277-80.

Layton’s conclusion about Yoshikawa’s cables: Layton, p. 278.
The “Lights” cable: Layton, pp. 277-8% Farago, pp. 300-2;
Prange, Duwn, pp. 450-51. Layton has the most reliable, de-
tailed explanation of how information that could have averted
Pearl Harbor had already been reccived in Washington the
day before, and of why this information was not properly eval-
uated. He stresses the misuse of radio intelligence as the root
cause of the disaster, while Prange believes it was the “gap be-
tween knowledge of possible danger and belief in it exi
tence.” The argument is over which was a more important
cause of the debacle. T think it is virtually impossible now to
“prove” that one or the other was more responsible; both were

culpable, and both “root causes.”
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Bicknell describes incredulity of other officers: Bicknell
manuscript.

Yee Kam York: testimony to Roberts Commission, PHA, part 23,
p.926.

Ethelyn Meyhre: Fe, December 7, 1966,

A woman near the university: Grace Tower Warren, who de-
seribed her experiences in an essay, “War in Paradise,” sub-
mitted to the HWRD.

Dorothy Anthony’s reaction from interview.

Joseph C. Harsch from his article “A War Correspondent’s
Odyssey,” found in Stilkwell, p. 264.

Pye from testimony to Roberts Commission, PHA, vol. 22,
p.533.

Shivers persuades Hoover: HSB, December 8, 1981.

Ruth Flynn from interview.

Dillingham from interview.

Tzuma and Johnson’s experiences: article by Dr. Harold John-
son, “Reminiscences of December Seventh 11" published in
Huwaii Medical Journal, December 1966, pp. 143-44.

Smythe and Oyama stories: I, December 7, 1976.

Judd story from interview

Kimmel sees the attack: Prange, Dec. 7, p. 119.

Hudson’s reaction from interview.

Dickinson reaction from “I Fly for Vengeance,” Suturday Eve-
ning Post, October 19, 1943.

Fiske story from interview.

Cale story from interview.

Dybdal story and Pearl Harbor cruise from interview.

14. THE WARM AIR OF AN UNENDING SUMMER LAND

1

117

Japanese pilots’ memories of the attack: Prange, Dec. 7, pp.
113-16; Fuchida, “I Led the Artack ...
“The number of Japanese pilots is a matter of some controversy.
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16. THE ARIZONA OP

LIKE A FLOWER

131 Description of deaths on Arizona: Fleet Reserve Association
booklet, p. 45; HSB, May 7, 1984; Prange, Dec. 7, pp. 144-45.

131 Interview with Cale.

131 Mason, p. 221.

132 Interview with Fiske.

133 Casualties are described in Cloward article and HSB, Decem-
ber 7, 1982.

133 Description of explosion and casualties on Arizona: Lord,
Pp. 98-99; Prange, Dec. 7, p. 146.

135 Interview with Emory.

17. TH. ITTLE YELLOW BASTARDS” DESTROY THE ARMY

AIR FOR:

140 Ahola memories from interview and from article in FA, De-
cember 7, 1986.

142 Description of Hickam Field in carly days from articles in
Hickam Field historical archives

145 Kinzler remembers attack on Schofield: from interview.

146 The book of Pearl Harbor photographs: Coben, p. 98.

147 James Jones’s account of the attack on Schofield: From Here to

ternity, pp. 822-47.

147 From Here to Eternity photograph: Coben, p. 99.

147 Garcia material from interview.

149 Jones returns in 1973: Jones, Viet Journal, p. 249.

149 Picture caption: Coben, p. 101.

150 Gillette’s experiences at Kancohe: from interview.

151 Attack on Kaneohe: Gillette interview; HSB, December 7,
1979 Lord, pp. 116-17, 153-54; Prange, Dec. 7, pp. 282-86.

154 Fortieth anniversary ceremonies at Kaneohe, return of Finn,

Kikuyo Tida, and Nemish protest: material in files of Kancohe
MCAS public affairs office files; HA, December 6, 1981; HSB,
December 7, 1981
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‘War Research Laboratory, University of Hawaii. Reports on race
relations during war now found in Hawaiian War Records
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Akita, George. Diary. Courtesy of George Akita.
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War I1.” On deposit in the Hawaii War Records Depository.
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4: THE VIEW FROM WAL

30
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5: OMENS ARE

44

47

47
48

48

iR DILLINGHAM’S WINDOW

Interview with Dillingham.

Background material on Honolulu in 1941: Hocbling; Sheehan;

Porteus, Allen; Paradise of the Pacific; HSB; HA; author interviews.
“Sugar-Coated Fort,” August 1940.

Morgan article in HSB, July 11, 1941

Kurusus stop in Honolulu: 1B and I, November 13, 1941

Litvinov’s stop: 1B and A, December 5, 1941

Visit from Thai royal family and dispute over the hula: un-

published autobiography of author Catherine Mellen, shown

to the author by Richard Van Dyke.

Football game reported in copies of the December 7, 1941,
Advertiser printed before its presses broke.

Omens in the Honolulu sky: Mellen, p. 168.

Good’s comment is in Prange, Dec. 7, p. 27; Chapman’s is on
p.38; Layton’s reaction to the national anthem on p. 47.
Shortss “What a target”: Lord, p. 6.

Mellen “considered it sinister”: Mellen, pp. 168-69.
Poindexter’s suspicions about Japanese rice purchases are from
his testimony to the Roberts Commission, PHA, part 23,
p821.

stimony of Honolulu police chief to Roberts Commission
in PLIA, part 23, pp. 795-96.

Story about the luau at Wahiawa is in Offla, p. 104.

arch of Hawaii Importing reported in Huzena and Komeiji,
pp. 129-30.

Murder by the Yard quotation: Yates, p. v

6: THE SUBMARINERS’ WIVES THROW A PARTY

51
51

Kathy Cooper material from interview.
Moseley comment: Prange, Dec. 7, p. 104.
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SEORGE AKITA DELIVERS A

Prange points out the serious consequences of the failure to
close the Honolulu consulate in D, pp. 149-52

Hughes’s comments about Yoshikawa: F4, December 7, 1981
Woodrum comment from interview.
Mayfield comment made to Roberts Commi
23,p. 650.

Shivers comment made to Roberts Commission, PFIA, part 23,
p.857.

Kimball comment made to Roberts Commission, PFA, part
23,p. 923.

Army Intelligence report from a January 5, 1942, memorandum
written by Second Licutenant Clifford M. Andrew, available in
HWRD.

Bicknell report from his unpublished manuscript.

fon, PHA, part

SPEECH

Speech contest: HSB, December 5 and 6, 1941

Excerpt from Akita’s diary furnished by Akita to the author.
Discussion of intergenerational strains among Japanese com-
munity in Hawaii: Lind; Fuchs; Hazama and Komeiji; Saiki;
Stephan; Ogawa; interview with Larry and Minnie Nakat-
suka; series of articles by Nakatsuka under the pseudonym
“Mr. Sato” published throughout summer 1940 in HSB.
Difficulties placed in way of “Americanization” found in Bick-
nell manuscript.

“Not very pretty to look at” comment made to the Army
Pearl Harbor Board by General Wells, PHA, part 28, p. 1422.
Sources for efforts by AJAs to prove loyalty are same as for
Pp. 58-60.
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Material on defense workers: Sheehan; HSB; HA.
Labor Day parade: HA, September 2, 1941,

Cale material from interview.

“Lights twinkling in their periscopes from Szkamaki.
Photograph of Japanese pilots doing hula: Hudson, p. 3.

12: HAWAII TAKES A DEEP BREATH

95

95

96

100

101
103
104

104
104

Midget submarines head for Pearl Harbor: Sukamaki; Stewart;
Juckson; HSB series written by Burl Burlinghame and begin-
ning December 6, 1988

Description of Pearl Harbor on night of December 6: Farago,
p. 361

Wird fires on a midget submarine: same references as p. 169;
also Prange, Dec. 7, pp. 91-92, 100-3, Dawn, pp. 495-98, Ver-
dict, pp. 461-62; Lord, pp. 38-42.

First Shot Naval Vets: FA4, December 7, 1978.

Opana radar station story: Lord, pp. 4449 Prange, Dec. 7,
pp. 95-99.

Missed chances in Washington: Layton, pp. 302-6; Prange,
Dawn, pp. 493-95.

Fuchikami collects telegram: interview with Fuchikami.
“Prep” flag is raised: Lord, pp. 66-67.

Amateur army pilots shot down: interview with Myron
Haynes.

Cornelia Fort story: Clark, pp. 113-16.

Vitousek story: interview with Roy Vitousek; Swenson manu-
script; Lord, pp. 86-87; HA, December 7, 1966.

13: THE MANEUVERS ARE REALISTIC

106
108

Craddock story from interview with Craddock.
Short thought the Navy was having practice: PHA, part 22,
p.57.
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ABBREVIATIONS

PHA Hearings before the joint Committee on the Investiga-
tion of the Pearl Harbor Attack, U.S. Congress

HA Honolulu Advertiser

HSB Honolulu Star-Bulletin

HWRD Hawaiian War Records Depository

PREFACE: APRIL 1990—OCTOBER 2000

xii  Interview with Nanette Purnell

1: THE GREAT WHITE SHIP LEAVES HONOLULU

3 Descriptions of Boat Day and Lurline departure: five articles by
Alf Pratte in HSB, beginning December 4, 1966; HSB and HA
editions of December 4, 1941, and December 6, 1941; numer-
ous articles in Paradise of the Pacific, 1938-1942; interviews with
Peter Van Dorn, Mary Hughes, Bob Stroh, Walter Miller, Mrs.
PR. Sellers, Mrs. Claude Aleck, and Colonel Tetley.
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by ‘Tomi Knaefler, appearing the week of the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of the attack.

25: NOW WE'RE AN AMERICAN CITY

245 Bicknell, Judd, Anthony, and Lawrence from interviews.
246 Martial law: Antbony, pp. 34-59.

247  Bicknell and Judd from interviews.

248 Lawrence from interview.
248 Anthony from interview.

248 Gillette, Craddock, Woodrum, and Isonaga from interviews.
251 Isonaga, Takaki, and Judd from interviews.
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197
197
197
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199

204

204
205
205
206

THE U

S HONOLULU

D NAVY SHEL

Pearl Harbor heroics: Editors of the Army Times, Pear! Har-
bor and Huwaii: A Military History, pp. 39-77.

Harsch: Harsch article in Stilkvell, p. 264.

Cooper from interview.

Panic and shelling of Honolulu: Allen, pp. 5-8; Lord, p. 158; Re-
volt in Paradise, pp. 56-60; Prange, Dec. 7, pp. 331-36, Duwn,
pp. 561-72; HSB, December 7, 1976; HA, and HSB, Decem-
ber 7-10,1941.

The death of Matilda Faufata is described in a poignant letter
sent to the IWRD by her mother.

Craddock from interview.

Petrie comments published in Western City magazine, Janu-
ary 1942.

Herbert Coryell in HWRD.

The shells belonged to the U.S. Navy: PHA, part 28, p. 1059;
Lord, p. 220.

Morgan from interview and Morgan manuscript.

Woodrum from interview.

Poindexter is nervous: Warren paper in HWRD.

Warden is beaten to death

Morgan arms herself: from Morgan manuseript.

JAPANESE PA(

Fukuda material from intes
Internment of Japanese on Hawaii: Hazama and Komefi,
. 123-32; Fuchs, p. 303; Allen, pp. 134-38.

Sce Stephan, pp. 23-40, for an excellent discussion of the con-
flicting loyalties of the Japanese.

Nakatsuka from interview with Larry and Minni Nakatsuka.
Sato from interview with Nancy Sato (now Haynes).
Wakukawa from interview.

Preis from interview.
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Woodrum from interview.

Most Japanese on Hawaii not interned, and praise for Shivers
et al: booklet published by Honolulu Japanese Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce (Kanasha); also article by Smyser in HSB,
December 7, 1979.

Isonaga from interview.

Marumoto’s friendship with Shivers: Marumoto interview
and article in East-West Photo Journal.

Isonaga from interview.

Wells: PHA, part 23, p. 804.

Wakukawa from interview.

Sutton from interview.

mura from interview.

Tsukiyama from interview.

Fukuda sisters from interview.

DEF

, POWERFUL THIRST FOR REVENGE

Lawrence from interview.
Cooper from interview.
Mary Hall’ diary in HIWRD.

Anger of military men: Prange, Dec. 7, p. 337.

Morgan from interview.

Cooper from interview.

Faufata from letter in ITWRD.

Halsey vows revenge: Dower; p. 36. See Dorver; pp. 36-41, for
a discussion of the anger resulting from Pearl Harbor.
Japanese tail gunner thumbs his nose: Dickinson article.
Mainland poll: Cuntril, p. 501

Tennessee hunting licenses: Melosi, p. 5.

“Hunting Japanese™ Time, December 22, 1941,

Economic disputes haunted by Pearl Harbor: New York Tines,
July 11, 1990.

Pickens advertisement: Ne

w York Times, September 6, 1990.
Hudson from interview.
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123
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“This figure from HSB article published on the twenty-fifth
anniversary. David Aiken (see Chapeer 1, p. 15) is making an
extensive study of this subject, and his figures, when they are
published, will probably be the most reliable.

Comment by Yoshio Shiga from HSB, December 8, 1981.
Genda visit described in A, March 4, 1969.

Return of Bando to Pearl Harbor from HSB, Decem-
ber 8, 1981.

Hudson described the return of the six pilots in an interview.
Fuchida’s conversion and frequent visits to Hawaii: Fuchida’s
book; HSB, December 8, 1966.

Fuchida attends the dinner party: interviews with Smyser and
Dorothy Bicknell; SB, December 8, 1966.

Fuchida’s 1966 visit to the Arizona Memorial: HSB, Decem-
ber 8, 1966.

Don Stratton refuses to pose: HSB, December 7, 1981
Fuchida’s comment “joy in my heart” reported in /1SB during
his 1952 visit to Honolulu.

Fuchida’s comment about Vietnam War reported in his 1978
obituary published in HA.

A VOICE FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA

Midgets on December 7 from Stewart, “Those Mysterious
Subs”; Fackson.

Sakamakis experiences: Sakamaki; Saiki, chapter 12; interview
with Sakamaki by Buck Buchwach, HA, December 7, 1969.
Sakamaki’s 1981 visit reported by De Yarmin in interview.
Story of the raising of Midget D: Juckson; Stewart; HSB, July 6
and 16, 1960; HA, July 21, 1960 (“Clues Indicate Ci
caped Midget Sub”), February 3, 1975, and December 7, 1985
Article in Naval Institute Proceedings is Stewart.

Okino Sasaki story: Our Navy, December 1967.
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Cloward, Ralph B., M.D. “A Neurosurgeon Remembers Pearl Har-
bor.” Surgical Neurology, December 1976.

Davenport, Walter. “Impregnable Pearl Harbor.” Collier’, June 14,
1941.

Dickinson, Lt. Clarence C. “I Fly for Vengeance.” Saturday Evening
Pust, October 19, 1942.

East-West Photo Journal. “Masaji Marumoto: A Personal History.
Part 1: The Formative Years.” Winter 1980.

Forbes. “A Mixed Blessing.” February 22, 1988.

Fortune. “Hawaii: Sugar-coated Fort.” August 1940.

“Fear and Loathing of Japan.” February 26, 1990.

Fox, Barry. “I Remember Pearl Harbor.” Harper’, January 1943.
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Roger Pincau. United States Nuval Institute Proceedings, Septem-
ber 1952.
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January 1990.
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April 1990.
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dise. Honolulu, November 1987.

Horton, Tom. “Waikaloa Wonderland.” Spirit of Aloha, April 1989.

Knaefler, Tomi. “Divided Families.” A series of articles running in
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Woodrum’s reaction to Mori call: from interview.
Article about Mrs. Mori: HSB, December 5, 1
Bicknell’s interpretation of call: see reference for pages
135-37.

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Breitinstein.

ENSIGN YOSHIKAWA'S LAST CABLE

Yoshikawa's last evening and further life: Yoshikawa article in
Naval Institute Proceedings; Shearer article in Parade; articles
in HA, December 7, 1969, and December 3, 1981; article in
HSB, December 7, 1960; Farago, particularly chapters 18 and
19; interview with Woodrum; postattack Investigative Re-
ports of the Fourteenth Naval District, which can be found in
the appendix of the 1945 investigation conducted by Major
Henry C. Clausen, reproduced in PHA, part 35.
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18. ONCE A JAPANESE, ALWAYS A JAPAN
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