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Did I scare you? Yeah, I didn’t think so. I’ve been working really hard on my big, scary font and everything, but I still haven’t gotten it down yet. Oh, well. I’ve come to accept that I’m a very unintimidating knitter of toys, but the fibrous monsters, beasts, and ghoulies that lurk in these pages are under the impression that they’re all really scary. Like, SUPER-SCARY. In reality, they couldn’t even scare my cat, and he gets spooked if you sneeze. I like to think the creatures that inhabit this book are more cute than scary, though I would never say that to their faces.

You see, under all that ego, the mochis in Super-Scary Mochimochi have a sensitive side, so do me a favor and indulge them just a little. Give them your best horror-movie scream when you turn the page, would you?

Other than some emotional reassurance, what do these adorable abominations want from you? They want you to confront your fears by re-creating them for yourself, of course! The projects in this book will have you knitting some of the oddest toys you’ve ever seen, from teensy-weensy zombies to a big tooth-eating tooth, and you can even dream up your own creepy concoctions with the Mix ’n’ Match Monsters chapter. Make them for anybody who could use a good scream or a good laugh. Silly scary stuff has no age limits!

With a little innovation, your version might even be a little scarier than the originals. And, if you think about it, what’s more dangerous than a clever knitter wielding yarn and needles? So with this guide in hand, go forth and knit up some creatures that will go bump in the night, eat your iPad alive, or just stare back at you in a deeply unsettling way.


[image: Enter if You Dare]

Knitters, are you prepared to release your inner Dr. Frankenstein? To set loose on the world toys that only a madman could love? If so, the right book for you is now in your clutches.
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WEAPONS INVENTORY

Knitting a toy is not as scary as it looks—as long as you don’t feel queasy at the sight of pointy needles, stitchy seams, and fluffy guts. But beware! You’re about to become prisoner to a new knitting addiction. There’s no turning back now, so it’s time to familiarize yourself with the raw materials you’ll be working with.

YARN

Monster-y mochis can be made out of all kinds of yarn: thin, thick, wooly, or synthetic. Combining different colors and textures is part of the fun of knitting toys, which give you great freedom to experiment.

Most of the toys in this book are made with wool yarn in three different weights, depending on the project: fingering (thin yarn suitable for tiny knits and small details), worsted (a medium-weight yarn used for many types of knits), and bulky (a still-thicker yarn that knits up quickly).

Yarn is made from a wide variety of materials. All can be used for knitting toys, although there are differences in how different fibers look, feel, and wear over time. Here are some common fibers.

WOOL I like to knit with wool because of its soft, flexible feel. There are many different blends and varieties of wool yarn available; wool blended with synthetic fibers and superwash wools are easier to wash than all wool.

COTTON Another natural fiber, cotton is durable and beautiful. It’s generally not as easy to work with or as forgiving as wool, but it’s a good choice when knitting for small children or people who are allergic to wool.

ACRYLIC A great choice for many toy knitters, acrylic is affordable, durable, and washable. It is less flexible than wool, and some knitters avoid it because it’s not a natural fiber.

OTHER FIBERS AND BLENDS There are many yarns available in other fibers, both natural and synthetic, so you can experiment with them. An unconventional or novelty yarn may be a tricky choice for a big sweater project, but for a silly scary toy, it might be just the thing.

Most of the projects in this book use less than one skein of each color of yarn recommended, and many use only small amounts of any given color. So I suggest checking your stash first to see if you have enough scrap yarn on hand. If you buy full skeins of yarn to make a toy, you might just have enough yarn to make multiples.

[image: ]

NEEDLES

DOUBLE-POINTED NEEDLES Double-pointed needles (DPNs, for short) are often the best choice when knitting toys because they allow you to knit in the round in varying circumference sizes. DPNs come in sets of five, although you will usually work with only four needles at a time—three needles to hold your stitches, and a fourth needle to knit with.

CIRCULAR NEEDLE A circular needle is great for knitting in the round, especially for pieces with larger circumferences. I recommend using a circular needle for some of the patterns in this book, although you can always use DPNs instead. You can also do small-circumference circular knitting with a long circular needle, using a technique called magic loop knitting. (See Magic Loop Knitting.) This is a good choice for people who are not so comfortable with DPNs.

STRAIGHT NEEDLES Straight needles are the standard choice for knitting flat pieces. However, both DPNs and circular needles can do double duty for working flat pieces, so I rarely use straight needles.
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YARN WEIGHT SYSTEM Adapted from the Standard Yarn Weight System of the Craft Yarn Council of America

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Fingering, 10-count crochet thread
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 33–40 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 000–1/1.5–2.25mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Sock, fingering, baby
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 27–32 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 1–3/2.25–3.25mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Sport, baby
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 23–26 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 3–5/3.25–3.75mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: DK, light worsted
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 21–24 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 5–7/3.75–4.5mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Worsted, afghan, aran
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 16–20 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 7–9/4.5–5.5mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Chunky, craft, rug
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 12–15 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 9–11/5.5–8mm

Yarn Weight Category: [image: ]
Types of Yarn in Category: Bulky, roving
Knit Gauge Range (in Stockinette Stitch to 4″): 6–11 sts
Recommended Needle Sizes (US/Metric Sizes): 11 and larger/8mm and larger

When choosing the size of needles to use, keep in mind that your stitches should be tighter when knitting toys than they need to be when knitting a garment. This is so that the stuffing doesn’t show through in the finished toy. As a general rule, you can go down two or three sizes from the size typically recommended on the label for the type of yarn you’re working with. (See the Yarn Weight System.)

Another way to choose the right needle size for a project is to check your gauge against the gauge noted in a pattern. (See Monstersizing.)

When deciding what length needles to use, consider how big or small the circumference of your knitting will be for your project. If you will be knitting a very small toy (with 40 stitches or less, for example), shorter needles will be less cumbersome to use. For larger toys, longer needles are more suitable. In the patterns in this book, needle length is noted when it’s important to the project.

Needles come in a variety of materials, including wood, bamboo, metal, and plastic. Many local craft stores will let you try out different needles before buying, so you can find which ones you’re most comfortable with. My personal preference is bamboo or wood DPNs and metal circular needles.

[image: ]

STUFFING

Like yarn and needles, stuffing comes in a variety of materials: wool, bamboo, and my preferred material, polyester. Each one has a different weight and texture; for example, wool is denser and gives a toy a nice, heavy weight, while polyester is springy and light.

Some of the toy patterns require you to weave I-cord pieces through a stuffed body and polyester stuffing is a good choice because it is less likely to grab onto the knitted piece as it passes through. Polyester is also the best choice for toys that will be washed, because it dries quickly and is less likely to become moldy.

In a pinch, especially for small projects, you can stuff your toy with scraps of yarn.

EYES

[image: pink shape]

Eyes can be made of yarn, beads, buttons, or a variety of other materials. Use your imagination, especially when making silly monsters!

I use plastic “safety eyes” in most of the projects in this book. They’re easy to use, snap in place, and stay put. Despite the name, they’re not safe for children under the age of three. A simple kid-safe alternative is to embroider eyes using a contrasting-colored yarn. (See Knitting for Little Ghouls.)

TOOLS

[image: tools]


SCISSORS Scissors are a must, and a pair with a pointed tip is best to use with knitting projects.

TAPESTRY NEEDLE Like a jumbo-sized sewing needle, a tapestry needle is used with yarn for seaming, embroidering details, and weaving in loose ends. Some varieties have a bent tip, which makes it easier to go in and out of a knitted piece.

STITCH MARKER Stitch markers help you remember where the rounds in your knitting begin and end. You can buy small plastic rings, or you can simply tie a small piece of contrasting-colored yarn in a loop.

CROCHET HOOK A crochet hook is useful for making a provisional cast-on, for attaching hair to a toy, or for picking up stitches dropped accidentally. Use one that’s approximately the same size as the knitting needles you are using.


STITCH COUNTER A stitch counter helps you keep track of the row or round you’re on; the type pictured is an easy-to-use clicking device. Or you can simply make hash marks on a piece of paper.

STITCH HOLDER Like a large safety pin, a stitch holder allows you to hold live stitches temporarily so that you can come back to them later. You can also use a spare needle in lieu of a holder, or simply thread a piece of waste yarn through the live stitches and tie it closed.

TAPE MEASURE OR RULER This is essential for checking gauge or for a wearable project that needs to be measured.

STRAIGHT PINS Straight pins are helpful when you’re attaching pieces together so you can get the spacing right before you sew them in place.


 

 


MONSTER CARE

Soiled toys, even those made of washable yarn, are best cleaned by hand. If the toy is made out of nonwashable wool, spot-clean to keep the wool from felting. After washing, let the toy dry thoroughly in the open air before storing it or playing with it.

Like other stuffed toys, knitted toys should be kept in a cool, dry place when not in use.



KNITTING FOR LITTLE GHOULS

If your scary mochi will end up in the paws of a child aged three or younger, make sure the toy is age-appropriate before you begin to knit.

• Use medium- or bulky-weight yarn for small toys so they are at least 2″ (5cm) in diameter in every direction (and not a choking hazard).

• Embroider eyes with a contrasting-colored yarn. Plastic eyes, although commonly called “safety eyes,” are not safe for small kids.

• Make seams extra secure by sewing around them twice and weave loose ends through the toy multiple times.

 

 


MONSTERSIZING

Checking gauge is the best way to make sure that your finished project will be the same size as the sample shown in the book. That said, the only time that it’s really important to match gauge is when size is essential, as in a wearable garment or an iPad case (hello, Flatso!).

If you choose not to check gauge, all you need to do is keep in mind that your stitches should be tight enough that stuffing won’t show through the knitted fabric in your finished toy. If you are a loose knitter, you may need to go one size down from the recommended needle size in the pattern (which is already two or three sizes smaller than would be typically recommended for the yarn used in the project).

Checking gauge takes only a few minutes and a few simple steps:

1. Using the yarn you have chosen for a project and the needle size called for in the pattern, knit a flat square about 5″ by 5″ (12.5cm × 12.5cm) in stockinette stitch (knit on the right side, purl on the wrong side).

2. Lay the square flat without stretching it—it’s helpful to pin it to an ironing board or another surface so it won’t slip around—and use a ruler or tape measure to measure how many stitches and how many rows you have per inch.

3. If your stitch/row counts are significantly smaller than in the given gauge (i.e., your knitting is looser than in the sample), switch to a smaller-sized needle and try again. If your stitch/row counts are significantly larger than in the given gauge (i.e., your knitting is tighter than in the sample), you can try using a larger-sized needle. However, if using a larger needle makes gaps between your stitches, then try using a thicker yarn instead.
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GROW THEM! SHRINK THEM!

Want your toy to be even more monstrous than the sample? Just use a thicker yarn and larger-sized needles. Thinner yarn and smaller-sized needles will have a corresponding shrinking effect.
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THE GORY DETAILS

If you know the basics of knitting, but you’re new to knitting toys, this section will get you started. For knitting basics and general techniques, refer to Knitting Essentials.

USING DOUBLE-POINTED NEEDLES

Knitting in the round is a great way to make three-dimensional toys with minimal seaming, and I prefer to use double-pointed needles (DPNs) when knitting most toys. (For using a circular needle, see Magic Loop Knitting.)

DPNs look much scarier than they are. The trick is to focus on the two needles that you’re currently using, and let the other needles hold your other stitches until you come around to them.

[image: ]

1. Begin by using just one needle to cast on all your stitches. Then, distribute the stitches onto three needles, slipping them purlwise onto the new needles. (If you’re working with a large number of stitches, you can place your stitches onto four needles and knit with the fifth needle.) Hold the needle with the attached yarn in your right hand. To make sure that you aren’t twisting the stitches, align the cast-on edge to the insides of the needles.

[image: ]

2. If you are using a stitch marker to keep track of the beginning of your rounds, slip the marker onto the needle in your right hand, and knit the first stitch from the left needle onto the right. (If you’re beginning with a very small number of stitches [see Beginning with a Small Number of Stitches], you can do this step at the beginning of a subsequent round, after you’ve increased your total number of stitches.)

[image: ]

3. Now use a fourth needle to knit the stitches on the needle in your left hand.

[image: ]

4. When you finish knitting from the needle in your left hand, the stitches will all end up on the right-hand needle. Slide these stitches down a bit on the right-hand needle so that they won’t slip off. Then continue knitting the stitches from the next needle to the left onto your now-empty needle.

[image: ]

5. Sometimes, a column of loose stitches can form because of the gaps between the needles (often called the “ladder” effect). To avoid this, you can keep your tension even by shifting the stitches around the needles every few rounds. Do this by setting aside the fourth needle and knitting two stitches directly from one needle to another.

[image: ]

6. Continue knitting from the needle in your left hand to the needle in your right, around and around, slipping the stitch marker along when you come to it. (Every time you come to the marker, you will have just finished one round of knitting.) After knitting a few rounds, you will see a three-dimensional shape begin to form.

BEGINNING WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF STITCHES

Many of the patterns in this book begin with six or fewer stitches on the needles, and then increase that number in the first round. An easy way to start out with a small number of stitches is to begin by knitting the first round as you would an I-cord.

[image: ]

1. After casting on, leave your stitches on just one DPN, and slide the end that doesn’t have the yarn attached to the right end of the needle.

[image: ]

2. Bring the attached yarn around the back and, pulling tightly on the yarn, knit onto a second needle. (In most patterns, you will work a kfb increase with this stitch.)

[image: ]

3. Once you have finished knitting the stitches on the needle and have increased the total number of stitches, distribute the stitches onto three DPNs and continue knitting in the round.

STUFFING AND CLOSING UP

Before you close up a piece, you will usually need to stuff it. Then you will break the yarn and draw it tightly through the live stitches to finish off.

[image: ]

1. First, stuff the piece. This is usually done a few rounds before the end of the piece, when the opening is still big enough to poke the stuffing inside with your fingers. If you need to stuff a narrow piece, carefully use the tip of a closed pair of scissors to get the stuffing into tight places.

[image: ]

2. When you are finished knitting and are ready to close up the piece, cut the yarn, leaving a tail of a few inches (several cm), and thread the end onto a tapestry needle. Beginning with the first stitch in the round, thread the tapestry needle purlwise through each of the stitches in order in the round, slipping the stitches off the needles as you go.

[image: ]

3. Pull the end of the cut yarn tightly to draw the stitches closed.

[image: ]

4. To secure, thread the loose end of yarn down through the hole that you just closed up, and weave it through the piece.

[image: ]

ATTACHING EYES

Your toy will really come to life when you give it eyes. I have two favorite ways to add eyes to a toy.

PLASTIC SAFETY EYES Safety eyes come with a backing that snaps in place to hold the eyes securely. Despite their name, safety eyes can be pulled out between stitches, and so they should not be used in toys for kids ages three and younger.

[image: ]

You will need to insert the back of the eyes on the wrong side of your knitting, so you’ll attach these eyes before you close up your toy’s body.

After you’ve stuffed the body, insert the front halves of the eyes where you would like them on the toy. Be sure that you’re happy with the placement—once you’ve attached the backing, there is no separating it from the front.

[image: ]

When attaching the eyes, the flatter side of the backing is placed up against the back of the black eyeball. Reach inside the toy to snap the backs in place.

EMBROIDERED EYES Another simple way to add eyes is to embroider them on with yarn and a tapestry needle. You can do this after the toy is finished and sewn up.

Locate where you would like to place the eye, and decide how big you would like your eye to be. For a medium-sized eye, you might make a horizontal stitch that spans the width of 2½ knitted stitches. For smaller eyes, the stitch may only span ½ (or one “leg”) of a knitted stitch.

[image: ]

1. Thread a piece of contrasting-color yarn onto the tapestry needle. Insert the needle in the back of the body, and bring it out where you want to begin the eye. Because this yarn will stay in place with the stitches you make, don’t worry about securing it with a knot.

[image: ]

2. Insert the needle 2½ stitches, or 5 stitch legs, to the right, and bring it out again in the same place where you started.

[image: ]

3. Make 3 or 4 more stitches this way, stitching over the same place.

Once you are happy with the shape of the eye, bring your needle out where you want to begin the second eye, and repeat the above technique.

I-CORD APPENDAGES

A simple way to make appendages, especially those that are thin and long, is to make one long I-cord that can become two arms or legs by inserting it through the body and letting both ends stick out.

[image: ]

1. After you finish making the I-cord as the pattern instructs, thread the tail end you used to close off the final stitches onto a tapestry needle.

[image: ]

2. Insert the needle into the body piece where you want one arm or leg to be, and bring the needle out at the point at which you want the other appendage to be attached. Make sure the needle is going in and out between knitted stitches, not splitting the yarn.

[image: ]

3. Pull the I-cord through the body, so that an equal length sticks out on each side. If you have some difficulty getting the I-cord to come out the other side, this means either that it is getting caught in the stuffing or that you split the yarn on the body with the needle and you are trying to pull the I-cord through a strand of yarn. Pull the needle out and try again.

[image: ]

4. Once you are happy with the placement and lengths of the appendages, weave in the ends of the I-cord. Insert the tapestry needle back into the I-cord, and weave it through the I-cord and through the body. Because the I-cord is very skinny, you may need to go in and out of it a few times with the needle, but these stitches will be invisible, so don’t worry about making this perfect.

[image: ]

5. These I-cord appendages are very poseable as you weave in the ends, so if you want your little guy to have his arms pointing up or down or sideways, now is your chance!

SEAMING

MATTRESS STITCH

Because they are worked in the round, most of the patterns in this book require minimal seaming, but when you do need to stitch parts together, beautiful seaming is easy with mattress stitch.

Mattress stitch is a technique that allows you to sew pieces together on the right sides for an almost invisible seam. There are a few variations on the simple technique, but once you understand the basics you’ll see how they can be combined for all sorts of seaming. To make it easy to understand, it is shown here with flat pieces and contrasting-colored yarn.

VERTICAL MATTRESS STITCH Use this variation when you are seaming two pieces together with the vertical rows of stitches lining up.
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1. On one piece, locate the first stitch on the edge of the piece, and slip the tapestry needle under the horizontal bar that appears between this stitch and the next one in from the edge. Pull the yarn through. Slip the needle under the corresponding bar on the second piece.

[image: ]

2. Go back to the first piece, and slip the needle under the next bar up. Go back and forth in this way a few times.

[image: ]

3. When you pull the yarn tightly, the seam will disappear. Continue stitching the rest of the seam.

[image: ]

HORIZONTAL MATTRESS STITCH Use this variation when you are seaming cast-on or bound-off edges together, or whenever two horizontal rows of stitches line up.

[image: ]

1. Slip the needle under the point of the V on the first stitch on the edge of one piece, and pull the yarn through. Slip the needle under the point of the corresponding V on the other piece.

[image: ]

2. Go back and forth in this way along the seam.

[image: ]

3. Pull the yarn tightly and the seam will disappear.

HORIZONTAL-TO-VERTICAL MATTRESS STITCH To seam together two pieces whose stitches run in opposite directions, you will combine the vertical and horizontal mattress stitch.

[image: ]

1. Slip the needle under the bar on the vertical piece and under the V on the horizontal piece. Continue to go back and forth in this way along the seam.

[image: ]

2. Because knitted stitches are slightly wider than they are tall, your total number of bars and Vs won’t match up exactly. Compensate for this difference by slipping the needle under two bars instead of just one every few stitches.

PERPENDICULAR MATTRESS STITCH Most of the seaming for the projects in this book will be attaching three-dimensional pieces together, rather than flat pieces. On these occasions, use a combination of the previous techniques for perpendicular mattress stitch.

[image: ]

1. To attach two three-dimensional pieces together, locate the place where you want them to be joined, and pin or hold in place.

[image: ]

2. Note that at the top and bottom, the stitches on the smaller piece line up horizontally with the stitches on the larger piece. Beginning at the top, use horizontal mattress stitch until the stitches no longer line up.

[image: ]

3. For the next stitch on the larger piece, slip the needle diagonally down through the side of one knitted stitch and up through the middle of the stitch below it and to the left.

[image: ]

4. Now switch to vertical-to-horizontal mattress stitch, slipping the needle under the bars on the larger body piece and the Vs on the smaller piece.

[image: ]

5. When the stitches stop lining up vertical-to-horizontal, again make one or more diagonal stitches on the larger piece, then switch back to horizontal mattress stitch for the bottom of the smaller piece. Continue to seam in a circle in this way until you come back to the place where you started. The result is a seamless joining, with the smaller piece sticking straight out from the larger one.


BACKSTITCH

Backstitch is another seaming technique that you can use to attach a flat piece to a three-dimensional piece. This simple stitching technique creates a secure seam.

[image: ]

1. Overlap the two pieces you want to attach. Insert the tapestry needle straight down through both pieces, and bring it back up some distance away. Make the stitches the same length on top and underneath.

[image: ]

2. Insert the needle back down in the same place that you inserted it in Step 1, so that the second stitch abuts the first. Again, bring the needle back up at a distance equal to the length of one stitch.

[image: ]

3. Repeat Step 2 across the seam, then weave the loose ends down through the pieces to secure.

WHIPSTITCH

Whipstitch is an easy, very visible seaming technique. I don’t use it often, but if you’re going for a “stitched-together” look in your monster knits, it might be just the thing.
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1. Bring the tapestry needle out next to the area to seam on the first piece. Next, insert it into the second piece—the placement can vary, if you are going for a haphazard effect—and bring the needle back out from the first piece.

[image: ]

2. Continue along the seam, each time inserting the needle into the second piece and bringing it up through the first piece. Then weave the loose ends through the main piece to secure.

WEAVING IN LOOSE ENDS

After knitting, stuffing, and seaming, your toy will probably have more than one loose end of yarn sticking out. What a fright!
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1. Thread the loose end onto a tapestry needle.
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2. Insert the needle back through the toy and bring it all the way out the other side. Weave the end in and out of the toy several times, being careful not to pull it too tightly.

[image: ]

3. When the end is sufficiently woven in, cut the yarn short, pressing on the toy gently so that the end will be hidden inside the toy.

[image: ]

SECRETS FROM THE TOY-KNITTING GRAVE

If you’ve made it this far, you now have one foot in the netherworld of knitting toys. Why not become scary-skilled with these extra tips and tricks for monster mochi making?

JOINING AND SEPARATING A ROUND

A handy way to make pairs of appendages, such as feet, ears, and other features, is to integrate them into one piece with a body for a seamless transition.

JOINING PIECES This technique is usually used to make feet, but can also be used to join together ears, arms, or other features that you want placed side by side.

Let’s say you just finished making two feet. One foot will have the ball of yarn attached to it (Foot 1, in blue) and the other will have a loose tail of yarn (Foot 2, in pink). (The different colors are to help tell the two feet apart.)

[image: ]

1. Divide the stitches of each foot onto two needles, with the same number of stitches on each needle. Place Foot 1 on the right, with the working yarn on the rightmost stitch on the back needle. Place Foot 2 on the left, with the cut yarn on the rightmost stitch on the back needle.

[image: ]

2. While maintaining the order of the stitches, place the stitches on the front two needles together onto one needle, and the stitches on the back two needles together onto another needle. Hold the needles parallel to each other.

[image: ]

3. Pick up a third needle to knit with, and using the working yarn from the back needle, knit the stitches on the front needle.

[image: ]

4. When you have finished knitting the stitches on the front needle, flip the two needles around, and continue knitting the stitches on the back needle. (When you come to the loose end on the back needle, wrap it once around the working yarn to secure.)

[image: ]

5. When you have finished with the back needle, you have completed one round. Redistribute the stitches in order onto three needles, and pick up a fourth needle to continue knitting in a round.

SEPARATING PIECES To make seamless ears (or other appendages) at the top of your toy, you can use a technique that is basically the opposite of joining feet—separating one round of knitting into two rounds.

You will start with a round of stitches that you have worked—for ears, this will be the top of a body section that you just finished.

[image: ]

1. Divide the stitches onto four needles, with the same number of stitches on each needle. For example, if you have 32 stitches in your row, place 8 stitches on each needle.

[image: ]

2. On the next round, knit the first needle of stitches. (The contrasting-color yarn in the photos is for clarity.) Then, place the stitches from the next two needles onto a stitch holder or spare needle to work later. There should be 16 stitches on the holder.

[image: ]

3. Knit the stitches on the last needle, pulling the yarn tightly across the space where the stitches are held. It helps to bunch up your held stitches onto one corner of the holder.

[image: ]

4. Divide the 16 working stitches onto three needles, and continue to work these stitches as indicated in the pattern.

[image: ]

5. When you have finished the first ear, break the yarn and draw the loose end through the stitches. For the second ear, place the stitches from the holder onto three needles, and attach the yarn to the rightmost stitch on the purl side by weaving in the end with a tapestry needle.

[image: ]

6. Join in a round with the first stitch after the gap, and continue to work these stitches as indicated in the pattern to form the second ear.

REATTACHING YARN TO LIVE STITCHES

When you need to attach a new piece of yarn, you can usually tie it to the end of the piece you have been working with and just keep knitting. In some cases, however, you need to reattach yarn to a live stitch without the help of another piece of yarn.

[image: ]

1. Thread the end of the yarn onto a tapestry needle, and slip the needle through a stitch next to the first stitch that you will knit with the new yarn. Bring the needle out on the back, or purl, side of the piece, then weave the loose end through a couple of stitches on the back of the piece.

[image: ]

2. Loop the end of the yarn through itself to secure it.

[image: ]

PICKING UP STITCHES ON A THREE-DIMENSIONAL PIECE

Another seamless way to add appendages or other features to a body is to pick up stitches on the body and knit outward. This technique is ideal for small or thin appendages.

[image: ]

1. Decide where on the piece (usually a body) you want to pick up stitches. Depending on the placement of the stitches, you may need to turn the body sideways or upside down. Beginning with the rightmost stitch, slip the tip of a double-pointed needle under the bar between knitted stitches on the body and place the yarn between the tip of the needle and the body, with the loose end on the right.

[image: ]

2. With the needle, pull the yarn from under the bar, creating a loop, as you would for a standard knit stitch.

[image: ]

3. For subsequent stitches, repeat Steps 1 and 2 with the bar immediately to the left on the body.

 


TIPS ON PICKING UP STITCHES

You will always pick up stitches from right to left. This means that when you are making symmetrical appendages, you will begin picking up from opposite directions.

When picking up stitches for a left ear, begin near the top of the head and work your way down the side of the head.

[image: ]

When picking up stitches for a right ear, begin at the side of the head and work your way toward the top of the head.

[image: ]

If you find it difficult to pick up the stitches by wrapping a needle, use a small crochet hook to pick up each stitch, and then slip the stitch onto a knitting needle.

[image: ]



EMBROIDERY

You can add a lot of personality (not to mention blood, scars, and other scary details) with some simple embroidery in a contrasting-colored yarn.

BACKSTITCH

In embroidery, backstitch is the best way to create a line on a single layer of your knitting, whether a curved or a straight line. Lines can be mouths, eyebrows, or other details.

[image: ]

1. Start by making your first stitch, and bring the needle out where you want the second stitch to end.

[image: ]

2. Pull the yarn through, then insert the needle in the same place that you inserted it for the first stitch.

[image: ]

3. After repeating Steps 1 and 2 several times, you will have a line of stitches that lie right next to one another with no gaps between them. For a line that curves up or down, always remember to bring your needle out where you want your next stitch to end.

DUPLICATE STITCH

Duplicate stitch is a handy technique that gives the illusion of a change in color within the knitted fabric without having to actually work the new color into the knitting.

[image: ]

1. Bring the needle out from the middle of a stitch, just under the downward point of the stitch’s V. Then insert your needle under the V immediately above.

[image: ]

2. Insert the needle back down in the same place that you started to form one stitch. To make another duplicate stitch above the one you just made, bring the needle back out immediately above the place where you inserted it.

[image: ]

3. The result is a stitch that “duplicates” the knitted stitch beneath it in a new color. Repeat Steps 1 and 2 for each stitch.

USING A CROCHET HOOK TO ATTACH HAIR

Here’s a simple way to give your monster a full mop on top. All you’ll need is a crochet hook (about same size as your knitting needles) and a pair of scissors.

[image: ]

1. Cut a strand of contrasting-color yarn a few inches or centimeters in length. Insert the crochet hook under a bar that appears between two stitches on the main piece, and hook the folded piece of contrasting yarn onto it.

[image: ]

2. Draw the crochet hook out from under the bar on the main piece, pulling the contrasting yarn partway out.


[image: ]

3. Remove the crochet hook and insert the two tail ends through the loop. Pull to tighten the knot.

[image: ]

4. To make the knot less visible, poke it down into the main piece using a closed pair of scissors. Then trim the strands of yarn to the desired length.

MAGIC LOOP KNITTING

All the patterns in this book call for knitting with double-pointed needles, but if you prefer knitting with a circular needle, you can also knit the small circumferences of most toys using this method. Use a circular needle several inches or centimeters longer than the maximum circumference of the pieces you will knit (but don’t worry about getting this measurement exactly right).

[image: ]

1. After casting on the designated number of stitches, slide all the stitches down onto the flexible plastic cable.

[image: ]

2. Divide the stitches into two groups, and fold the plastic in half between them, with the yarn attached to the group on the bottom. Grab onto the cable between the two groups of stitches.

[image: ]

3. Pull on the cable between the stitches until you have pulled out a big loop.

[image: ]

4. Slip the half of the stitches without the yarn connected (the top group of stitches) down to one end of the needle. Keep the half with the yarn connected (the bottom group of stitches) on the cable, while still keeping the loop pulled out between the two groups of stitches.

[image: ]

5. Align the cast-on sides of your stitches so that your knitting won’t be twisted. Then, knit the stitches onto the empty end of the needle held in your right hand. You will have two loops of plastic cable on either side of your knitting.

[image: ]

6. Once you finish knitting this half of the stitches, slide the other half of the stitches down to the other end of the needle, so that the two groups of stitches are on the two ends of the needle.

[image: ]

7. Slide the stitches you just finished knitting (with the yarn attached) down onto the cable.

[image: ]

8. Flip the needle around so that the stitches are positioned as they were in Step 5, and knit the second set of stitches. Repeat Steps 5 to 8 to knit in the round. After a few rounds, you will see your circular piece take shape.




End of sample
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