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A NOTE ON THE AUTHORS



MERIWETHER LEWIS, born August 18, 1774, in Virginia, served in the U.S. Infantry during Gen. Anthony Wayne’s Northwest Territory campaigns and in 1801 became President Thomas Jefferson’s private secretary. He had blond hair and was bowlegged. A serious man, he was known to be subject to periods of melancholy. After the expedition he was appointed governor of the Louisiana Territory. He died on October 11, 1809, apparently by his own hand.

 

WILLIAM CLARK, born August 1, 1770, in Virginia, was the brother of George Rogers Clark, a hero of the American Revolution. He served in the U.S. Army as an artillery officer. Clark had red hair and was a popular leader; he was also popular among the Indians and served as Indian Agent in the Louisiana Territory. After Lewis’s death, he was the governor of Missouri. He died September 1, 1838.








EXPEDITION MEMBERS



Captains:
 MERIWETHER LEWIS
 WILLIAM CLARK

Sergeants:

CHARLES FLOYD, born in Kentucky, was one of the first men to enlist in the expedition, on August 1, 1803, and was the only member to die. On August 20, 1804, he died from what is generally thought to have been a ruptured appendix. He is buried at Floyd’s Bluff near Sioux City, Iowa.

PATRICK GASS, born in Pennsylvania on July 12, 1771, was elected Sergeant to replace Floyd after Floyd’s death. He was an infantryman and a skilled carpenter and the first to publish his journal of the expedition. He fought in the War of 1812; at the age of 60 he married a woman of 20 and fathered six children. He died in April 1870, at the age of 98.

JOHN ORDWAY, born in 1775, went to Washington, D.C., with Meriwether Lewis after the expedition returned and later became an extensive landowner in Missouri. He was originally from New Hampshire. Ordway died in 1817. His journals were lost for over 100 years and were not published until 1916.

NATHANIEL PRYOR was born in 1772 in Virginia; he was Charles Floyd’s cousin. After the expedition returned, he stayed in the Army until 1810, when he went into the fur trade on the upper Missouri. After being nearly killed by the Indians he re-entered the Army. At some point he married an Osage woman and afterward lived among the Osage until he died in 1831. Pryor, Oklahoma, is named after him.

Privates:

WILLIAM BRATTON, born in Virginia on July 27, 1778, served as a gunsmith and blacksmith on the expedition and was also one of its better hunters. After serving in the War of 1812, he moved to Ohio, then to Indiana, where he died in 1841, having fathered ten children.

JOHN COLLINS was from Maryland. He was, like Bratton, a good hunter, but he was also in disciplinary trouble more than any other member of the expedition. He died on June 2, 1823, in a battle with the Arikara on the upper Missouri.

JOHN COLTER, a Virginian, left the expedition while it was coming home and returned to the upper Missouri to trap, becoming the first member of the expedition to enter that trade. In a famous encounter with the Blackfeet in 1809 he barely escaped with his life. He returned to Missouri and settled on a farm; he died in 1813.

PIERRE CRUZATTE, dates unknown, had only one eye, but he was an experienced riverman and fur trader. He owned a violin and often entertained the party at night with his playing. He is the man who accidentally shot Lewis in August 1806, on the return voyage. He was the son of a French father and an Omaha mother.

JOSEPH FIELDS and REUBEN FIELDS, born in Virginia, were related by marriage to William Clark; they were both excellent woodsmen, and they were both with Lewis on the Marias River when he had his run-in with the Blackfoot hunting party.

ROBERT FRAZER, about whom little is known, settled in Missouri after the expedition returned and died there.

GEORGE GIBSON was from Pennsylvania. He died in St. Louis in 1809. Gibson served as an interpreter on the expedition, possibly becoming adept at Indian sign language.

SILAS GOODRICH, from Massachusetts, was known as the best fisherman of the party. He reenlisted in the Army after the expedition returned.

HUGH HALL was born in Pennsylvania and was something of a drinker. He and John Collins got themselves into trouble early on by tapping into the expedition’s liquor supply without permission. Hall was still alive in 1828.

THOMAS PROCTOR HOWARD was born in 1779 in Massachusetts. One of his sons entered the fur trade in the 1820s.

FRANCOIS LABICHE, like Cruzatte, was half French, half Omaha. A valuable member of the expedition, he knew several Indian languages. He was an excellent tracker and one of the better hunters. He lived until at least 1828.

JEAN BAPTISTE LEPAGE joined the expedition on November 2, 1804, at the Mandan villages, to replace Private John Newman, who had been discharged for insubordination. That he was French Canadian is obvious, but otherwise little or nothing is known about him. He had, however, been to the Black Hills. He went to the Pacific and back.

HUGH MCNEAL was a Pennsylvania man and an excellent hunter. Otherwise, little is known about him.

JOHN POTTS was a German immigrant, a miller by trade, who joined the expedition early on and became a fur trapper after returning to St. Louis in 1806. In 1810 he died in the same fight with the Blackfeet that John Colter escaped.


GEORGE SHANNON, a Pennsylvania man born in 1785, was the youngest member of the expedition. He lost a leg in 1807 in the same fight with the Arikara in which Nathaniel Pryor tried to return the Mandan chief Sheheke from Washington to his tribe. He helped Nicholas Biddle edit the first edition of the Lewis and Clark journals; later he became a senator from Missouri.

JOHN SHIELDS, a Virginian born in 1769, was the oldest member of the party and kin to Daniel Boone. He was extremely valuable to the expedition as a blacksmith and gunsmith, particularly at the Mandan villages, where his blacksmithing work kept the party in corn. He died in 1809.

JOHN B. THOMPSON. Little is known about this man.

PETER M. WEISER was born in Pennsylvania and became a fur trapper after the expedition returned. He gave his name to the town of Weiser and the Weiser River, both in Idaho.

WILLIAM WERNER may have been a Kentuckian. He helped Clark for a time in his capacity as Indian Agent after the expedition returned.

JOSEPH WHITEHOUSE was a Virginian, born in 1775. He kept a journal during the expedition and was known as a tailor and hide-curer and made some of the men’s clothes.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON WILLARD was born in 1778 in New Hampshire and lived until 1865. He was a blacksmith in 1808, and a soldier in the War of 1812. He moved to Wisconsin in the 1820s and in 1852 moved to California. He is the only member of the expedition known to have had his photograph taken. RICHARD WINDSOR. Little is known of Windsor. He lived in the late 1820s in Illinois.

Non-Military Members:

TOUSSAINT CHARBONNEAU, a French Canadian born in the late 1750s, has not received much respect from historians; he was often a bungler and something of a coward. He could cook, however, and was the husband of Sacagawea. Charbonneau was important to the expedition as an interpreter during the winter at Fort Mandan.

SACAGAWEA was a Shoshone woman whom Charbonneau acquired from a Hidatsa warrior. She became invaluable as a guide in the region of her birth, near the Three Forks of the Missouri, and as an interpreter between the expedition and her tribe when the expedition reached that area. She also quieted the fears of other Indians, for no war party traveled with a woman and a small baby.

JEAN-BAPTISTE CHARBONNEAU was Sacagawea’s son, whom Clark later raised and educated. He was known as Pompey or Pomp to the members of the expedition and later became a mountain man and a guide for, among others, John Charles Frémont.

GEORGE DROUILLARD, “Drewyer” to the captains, was the son of a French father and a Shawnee mother. After the captains, he was probably the most valuable member of the expedition. He was fluent in Indian sign language, a superb hunter, a highly skilled woodsman, and an excellent scout. He died at the hands of the Blackfeet near the Three Forks of the Missouri in 1810.

YORK was Clark’s black slave, willed to him by his father. The two men had grown up together. York was tall, very strong, a valuable member of the expedition, and devoted to Clark, who freed him when they returned to St. Louis. Subsequently Clark set him up in the draying business.

Dogs:

SEAMAN or SCANNON, the Newfoundland dog Lewis had bought for $20, went to the Pacific and back with the expedition. Indians were constantly offering to buy him but Lewis would not part with the animal. Nothing is known of his ultimate fate.








INTRODUCTION BY ANTHONY BRANDT



IN 1803 THOMAS JEFFERSON, the President of the United States, negotiated the purchase from the government of France the enormous territory drained by the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers known as Louisiana. The price was 60,000,000 francs, or $15,000,000. France had itself only obtained the territory from Spain in 1800 in a secret exchange for a Tuscan kingdom in Italy that would go to the Duke of Parma. That transfer was delayed, however, for two years. When Jefferson completed the Purchase, the French flag had yet to be raised over its briefly owned empire in the American West. In a surreal ceremony in St. Louis in March 1804, the Spanish flag was lowered and the French flag raised while the guns of the old fort fired a salute. Then the French flag came down in turn, and American troops raised the Stars and Stripes. Thomas Jefferson had doubled the size of the United States and its territories.

Meriwether Lewis was present at this ceremony; he was one of the signers of the documents making the transfer of power official. Almost certainly his friend and fellow Army officer William Clark was present as well. They, along with the 30 or so sergeants and privates under their joint command and a small group of French engagés, would leave in a month and a half for the upper Missouri and the Pacific Ocean. For more than a year, well before the Louisiana Purchase took place, Thomas Jefferson and Meriwether Lewis had been actively planning an expedition. The two men had had it in mind for well over ten years. The Corps of Discovery, as the group of explorers came to be known, were to travel the entire length of the Missouri River, find a route across the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific, contact Indian tribes, take latitudinal and longitudinal readings, gather specimens of flora and fauna, make maps, and keep journals. The list of instructions is quite long. Jefferson was an expansionist President with a vision for the American nation that included access to the Pacific and the markets of the Orient that lay beyond. He foresaw a nation that stretched from coast to coast and wanted all the knowledge he could obtain about the intervening territory, the Indian tribes living within it, the possibilities for trade, especially in furs, the nature of climate, soils, and the navigability of rivers.

The expedition was unprecedented. No white man had ever gone much farther up the Missouri than the Mandan villages, which were located in what is now western North Dakota. Alexander MacKenzie had crossed the Rocky Mountains in Canada to the Pacific ten years before, but little was known about the Rockies south of the 49th parallel except that they were there. An entirely conjectural geography postulated that they were low-lying, much like the mountains of the Appalachian chain, and that a portage between the headwaters of the Missouri and those of the Columbia River, which the American ship captain Robert Gray, master of the Columbia, had discovered in 1792, would take very little time—perhaps half a day. The entire trip, it was thought, ought to take no more than a year.

Lewis and Clark left their winter camp on Wood River in Illinois Territory on May 14, 1804, and returned to St. Louis on September 23, 1806, long after most people had given them up for dead. Thomas Jefferson was one of the few still hopeful of their return. They did indeed reach the Pacific Ocean at the mouth of the Columbia. It took them a year and a half to get there, and they overcame great difficulties to do so. They faced suspicious Indians, fought off grizzly bears, went hungry for periods of time, tore up their feet on prickly pear cactus, were pelted with hailstones the size of lemons, dragged their boats over rapids and across shoals, got sick on food they were not used to eating, slept without shelter in the wind and rain, endured temperatures that dropped to more than minus 40 degrees, had their horses stolen by Crow horse thieves, ran out of goods to trade with, and discovered that the supposedly low-lying Rocky Mountains rose up against them, extended for hundreds of miles, and reached altitudes that left them in many places permanently covered with snow. The trip back only took half a year, because most of it was downstream, but the return journey was in many ways equally harrowing. In the end they had lost one man, to what appears to have been a burst appendix. All the rest came back alive and healthy.

This in itself was an extraordinary achievement, but it is nothing compared to the discoveries the explorers made. They filled in huge blank spaces on the map. They met and lived with Indian tribes, some of whom had never seen a white man before, all across the northern tier of what was becoming the continental United States. They came upon and described dozens of new species, both floral and faunal. They were the first white Americans to encounter the grizzly bear, and Lewis’s determination of its status as a species, given its numerous color variations, was masterful. They were also the first to see coyotes, the vast gopher cities of the Great Plains, pronghorn antelope, mountain beavers, black-tailed deer of the Columbia River valley, California condors, and dozens of smaller birds (two of which are named after them: Clark’s nutcracker and Lewis’s woodpecker), as well as snakes and reptiles and insects of various kinds. The Shoshone had never seen a white man before Lewis and Clark appeared over the Continental Divide one day in August 1805. They were the first white men to meet the Nez Perce and the tribes of eastern Washington. Lewis was an expert naturalist, and his descriptions of trees, berries, grasses, shrubs, and wildlife are splendidly detailed and authoritative. His descriptions of Indian dress and ways of life are equally so.

And Lewis and Clark wrote it all down. That is the most astonishing fact of all. Even as they huddled under makeshift shelters in the midst of storms, waited out winters in the forts they built for themselves, endured ocean swells that battered their campsite in Gray’s Harbor at the mouth of the Columbia, even when the Teton Sioux were threatening to stop their progress up the Missouri, they continued writing. Under the worst of circumstances, in the worst of weather, they wrote. They did not miss a single day. The result, from Lewis and Clark alone—not counting the journals kept by Patrick Gass and Joseph Whitehouse and John Ordway and Charles Floyd—is something like a million words of text. There are weather entries, maps and the notations on them, descriptions of new species and of tribal customs, measurements of latitude and longitude, the directional courses of rivers, tables and lists of various kinds, descriptions of the countryside, and, most important of all, accounts of what happened every day.


Some of the daily entries, to be sure, are quite short. The final entry, for September 26, 1806, is just six words long. But many run to more than a thousand words, and the whole is massive. In the first scholarly edition of the journals, edited by Reuben G. Thwaites and appearing in 1901–04, Lewis and Clark by themselves fill five thick volumes, plus a sixth devoted to the miscellaneous reports and other material they produced (the journals of other members of the expedition take up the seventh volume of the Thwaites edition). The recent version edited by Gary E. Moulton and published from 1989 to 2001 by the University of Nebraska Press devotes seven of its 13 volumes to the daily entries of Lewis and Clark.

Therein lies the problem: how to make this mountain of prose accessible to the common reader. It is a multifaceted problem. The sheer length of the journals is all by itself intimidating and for most readers prohibitive. Reading at that length becomes a major project, not to be taken up lightly. The journals are certainly worth such an expenditure of time, but few people have that kind of time. The Thwaites edition is decades out of print and only obtainable through the rare book market. The Moulton edition is in print, but these volumes can mostly be found in large research libraries and typically cannot be borrowed. On the practical level alone, then, reading Lewis and Clark in the original is not easy to perform. The Journals constitute one of the foundational documents of American history, yet few people have full access to them.

Another aspect of the problem lies within the journals themselves. Lewis and Clark did not make their daily notes with publication in mind. They fully expected to rewrite (probably with the help of a professional writer), recast, and rearrange their notes to make a coherent narrative report. When the history of the expedition first appeared in two volumes in 1814, the journals had been subjected to precisely this treatment by a Philadelphia man of letters named Nicholas Biddle, with William Clark’s occasional help (Lewis was dead by this time, almost certainly by his own hand). Biddle took the raw material of the journals and put it into readable form, using the words of Lewis and Clark when he could but otherwise cutting and rewriting where he felt it was necessary. Perhaps the most significant cut was the scientific material. None of Lewis’ descriptions of species appear in Biddle’s edition. They were intended for a separate volume that was never published. Biddle also normalized the spelling, punctuation, and grammar of Lewis’s, and especially Clark’s, often chaotic prose.


Reading the journals in the original can indeed be a challenge. Lewis could spell reasonably well, but Clark spelled badly. I have seen two different counts of the different ways the two captains spelled the word “Sioux;” one was 23 different ways, one 26. Here, in a passage taken at random from Clark’s account of his trip down the Yellowstone, using Thwaites’s transcription, is how this prose appears in the original:


The Roche [i.e., the Yellowstone River] passes out of a high rugid mountain covered with snow. the bottoms are narrow within the mountains but wider [from? a M. to 2 Ms.] in the Vally below, those bottoms are Subject to over flow, they contain Some tall Cotton wood, and willow rose bushes & rushes Honey suckle & c. a Second bottom on the N. E. side which rises to about 20 feet Higher the first [&is 1 M. wide] this bottom is coars gravel pebils & Sand with Some earth on which the grass grow very Short and at this time is quit dry this 2d bottom over flows in high floods.



The sense here is plain enough, but it is a struggle to get to it. Sentences have no apparent structure, words are spelled differently within sight of each other (“coars” for coarse is, a few sentences later, spelled “corse”), the use of capital letters is totally inconsistent with normal English usage, even old-fashioned usage, where capital letters were used for all nouns. Words are missing; Clark says “Higher the first” when he means “higher than the first.” Numbers are sometimes given as figures, and other times spelled out; it is not unusual to see, for example, “3 deer & ten elk” in the selfsame phrase. This is typical of the journals throughout. It is quite obvious that neither captain ever meant for them to be published in such a confusing form.

Yet the gold shines just there, in the originals, confusing or no. No rewrite can quite do justice to the raw immediacy of words written on the spot, with events just over and filling the mind with their vividness. When Lewis, the great hunter George Drouillard, and the two Fields brothers encounter the Blackfeet hunting party on the Marias River and the Blackfeet try to steal their guns and horses, and Reuben Fields stabs one through the heart and Lewis shoots another through the belly, no one would want to rewrite Lewis’s awed breathless account of the event and his party’s subsequent run for safety on the Missouri. The answer to making the journals accessible is not to rewrite them, as Biddle did, but to abridge them. An editor can thereby keep such an account intact, while cutting others that are repetitive, contain no new information, or cover periods of relative inactivity, for example, the long winters spent first at the Mandan villages, and then, the second winter, a few miles up a stream now known as Lewis and Clark River, just below the mouth of the Columbia.

Despite the repetitions and the periods of inactivity, however, abridging the journals presents a painful dilemma. They contain a great deal of gold, and some of it has to be left behind. Parts of the journals, fortunately, are of little value for the general reader. Measurements of latitude and longitude can be cut without regrets, and I have done so. The same is true of the lists, like the weather lists, or the course and distance measurements of the day’s journey up the Missouri or down the Clearwater Rivers. At different times, particularly in the later journals, Clark copies what Lewis has to say almost verbatim, and it is safe to cut Clark’s comments (although they cannot be ignored; he will occasionally say something different from Lewis that is important to note). The copying had its reasons. The captains had no way of knowing if they would both return alive and whether their journals would survive the trip. By copying each other, they increased the chances that at least one of the accounts they were writing would get home safely.

Even after cutting repetitive material like this, the journals are still too long to fit in a single volume. More must be cut, and it is tempting to cut the tedious sections and keep only the exciting material. I have resisted the temptation for an obvious reason. Tedium is an inescapable part of a journey such as this. For months the expedition toiled up the Missouri, sailing when the wind was with them but most often rowing, poling, or dragging the boats upriver against a current that ran some four miles an hour in a river full of snags, sandbars, and sawyers that constantly threatened to capsize their boats. Mosquitoes tormented them, the heat was insupportable, and days of exhausting labor repeated themselves week by week, month by month. The Missouri seemed endless. This is a large part of the story. Not to include it would totally falsify the nature of this expedition and the kind of experience it involved. It is, in fact, illuminating to read the tedious sections. It gives one a feel for the incredible difficulty of the job and the daily grind of it for everyone, from the captains on down.


Here, then, is the strategy I have used to make the journals accessible to the common reader. After cutting lists, directional and distance notations, latitude and longitude measurements and the like, I have left sizable sections of them intact, to give the reader the fullest possible impression of the nature of the journey during the particular period of time chosen. For the periods between these sections I have written summaries that include all the information that seemed important, drawing on modern scholarship where appropriate to try to put the events into their historical context. I also quote at some length from the journals themselves when Lewis or Clark wrote something notable, as when Lewis in a famous passage describes the remarkable cliffs along the river in the Missouri Breaks; in another Sacagawea insists on going with Clark to see the ocean and the great whale that has washed up on the shore.

I have also taken the step most other abridgments stop short of taking. In the interests of readability, I have modernized the spelling, grammar, and to some extent the punctuation of the text. An unmediated text is basically for scholars, and this abridgment is not meant for scholars but for the general reading public. The original text is simply too difficult to read for pleasure. It is occasionally impossible to discover without considerable ingenuity exactly what Lewis, or, more to the point, Clark, was trying to say. The original text is all too often like a puzzle one must figure out, and I see few good reasons to read it in that form. It only promotes a false sense of authenticity, as if we were getting the story straight from the hip, when in fact Lewis and Clark themselves would in all likelihood have been appalled to think that the public would read their raw notes in their raw state. It seems clear that such was never their intention.

At the same time it’s clear that there is something compelling about reading the journals in the original language. The very roughness of it smells, if you will, of the campfire, of dimly lit hurried situations not conducive to accuracy and elegance. While modernizing the text, then, I have otherwise kept changes to the minimum. If I add a word, it is only a small word: If, for example, the original text reads “the Mandans informed that,” I will normally add “us,” as in “the Mandans informed us that” but will make no other change. I have not modernized their transcriptions of Indian names, especially along the Columbia River, since those names remain unfamiliar to us even now, but where an English translation of a name is available, as with Twisted Hair of the Nez Perce, I have used it. Where tribes are commonly known, I have followed modern usage to avoid confusion; thus the “Loupe” Indians of the Plains are here called the Skiri Pawnees, their modern designation. The principal consideration has been, in every instance, readability. I have not, however, rewritten anything. I have, to use an old-fashioned word, only “corrected” the text, cleaning up the spelling, punctuation, and grammar to the point where a modern reader can read it at a steady pace without the loss of its personal style. The idea is to solve the accessibility problem. The reader can be confident that he or she is getting the real thing; this is their text, Lewis’s and Clark’s, not mine.

And what a magnificent text it is. The two captains have achieved near mythical status, but what they did was no myth. Not only did they make this extraordinary trip, they reported it to the world in striking, unforgettable detail. Before them the American West was all fantasy and conjecture; after them it was known. Even while they endured its many hardships, they recognized its grandeur. The word “beautiful” is much in their mouths. Reading the journals in the original has been a great privilege. Here is North America fresh, unmediated. “In the beginning,” John Locke once said, “all the world was America.” The journals give us that world in its pure state, before the hand of Western civilization had reached out and transformed it into what we know today.

A NOTE ON THE TEXT

I have relied upon the Reuben Thwaites edition of the journals as the source of this abridgement, checking it against the Gary Moulton edition throughout. Both editions draw from the same manuscript material for the main body of their texts and in most cases their readings are the same. Where there are differences between the texts—for example, Thwaites has “this” and Moulton “thus,” either of which works in the context of the sentence—I have generally used the Thwaites reading. I have also read and relied upon the standard scholarly work on the Lewis and Clark expedition, including James P. Ronda’s Lewis and Clark among the Indians, Richard Dillon’s biography of Meriwether Lewis, Charles Clarke’s The Men of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, John Logan Allen’s Passage through the Garden, Paul Russell Cutright’s Lewis & Clark: Pioneering Naturalists, Bernard de Voto’s great book The Course of Empire, and the work of Donald Jackson, Stephen Ambrose, Albert Furtwangler and others. Moulton’s notes have served as an excellent guide to other scholarly work. He is to be commended for producing one of the great monuments of 20th century scholarship. All the countless changes made to the text to bring it into line with modern standards of punctuation, grammar, and spelling are my own.

Thwaites does not print the fragment of a journal that Lewis kept on his trip down the Ohio in the fall of 1803, when he brought the keelboat to the Mississippi and the expedition’s winter camp on Wood River in the Illinois territory. The manuscript of this journal, known as the Eastern Journal, was not discovered until a few years after Thwaites had published his edition. I have used the version of this fragment edited by Milo M. Quaife and published in 1916 by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.

Wherever possible, the images that open each section of journal entries relate in some way to the text. In a few cases, however, chronological accuracy has been sacrificed in order to showcase the diversity of the sketches and maps produced by the Corps of Discovery.








JEFFERSON’S INSTRUCTIONS TO MERIWETHER LEWIS



To Meriwether Lewis, esquire, Captain of the 1st regiment of infantry of the United States of America:

YOUR SITUATION AS SECRETARY of the President of the United States has made you acquainted with the objects of my confidential message of Jan. 18, 1803, to the legislature. You have seen the act they passed, which, tho’ expressed in general terms, was meant to sanction those objects, and you are appointed to carry them into execution.

Instruments for ascertaining by celestial observations the geography of the country thro’ which you will pass, have been already provided. Light articles for barter, & presents among the Indians, arms for your attendants, say for from 10 to 12 men, boats, tents, & other travelling apparatus, with ammunition, medicine, surgical instruments & provision you will have prepared with such aids as the Secretary at War can yield in his department; & from him also you will receive authority to engage among our troops, by voluntary agreement, the number of attendants above mentioned, over whom you, as their commanding officer are invested with all the powers the laws give in such a case.

As your movements while within the limits of the U.S. will be better directed by occasional communications, adapted to circumstances as they arise, they will not be noticed here. What follows will respect your proceedings after your departure from the U.S.

Your mission has been communicated to the Ministers here from France, Spain, & Great Britain, and through them to their governments: and such assurances given them as to it’s objects as we trust will satisfy them. The country of Louisiana having been ceded by Spain to France, the passport you have from the Minister of France, the representative of the present sovereign of the country, will be a protection with all its subjects: and that from the Minister of England will entitle you to the friendly aid of any traders of that allegiance with whom you may happen to meet.

The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri river, & such principal stream of it, as, by its course & communication with the water of the Pacific ocean may offer the most direct & practicable water communication across this continent, for the purposes of commerce.

Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri, you will take observations of latitude and longitude at all remarkable points on the river, & especially at the mouths of rivers, at rapids, at islands & other places & objects distinguished by such natural marks & characters of a durable kind, as that they may with certainty be recognized hereafter. The courses of the river between these points of observation may be supplied by the compass, the log-line & by time, corrected by the observations themselves. The variations of the compass too, in different places should be noticed.

The interesting points of the portage between the heads of the Missouri & the water offering the best communication with the Pacific ocean should be fixed by observation, & the course of that water to the ocean, in the same manner as that of the Missouri.

Your observations are to be taken with great pains & accuracy to be entered distinctly, & intelligibly for others as well as yourself, to comprehend all the elements necessary, with the aid of the usual tables to fix the latitude & longitude of the places at which they were taken, & are to be rendered to the war office, for the purpose of having the calculations made concurrently by proper persons within the U.S. Several copies of these as well as of your other notes, should be made at leisure times, & put into the care of the most trustworthy of your attendants, to guard by multiplying them against the accidental losses to which they will be exposed. A further guard would be that one of these copies be written on the paper of the birch, as less liable to injury from damp than common paper.

The commerce which may be carried on with the people inhabiting the line you will pursue, renders a knolege of these people important. You will therefore endeavor to make yourself acquainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall admit,


with the names of the nations & their numbers;

the extent & limits of their possessions;

their relations with other tribes or nations;

their language, traditions, monuments;

their ordinary occupations in agriculture, fishing, hunting, war, arts, & the implements for these;

their food, clothing, & domestic accommodations;

the diseases prevalent among them, & the remedies they use;

moral and physical circumstance which distinguish them from the tribes they know;

peculiarities in their laws, customs & dispositions;

and articles of commerce they may need or furnish, & to what extent.



And considering the interest which every nation has in extending & strengthening the authority of reason & justice among the people around them, it will be useful to acquire what knolege you can of the state of morality, religion & information among them, as it may better enable those who endeavor to civilize & instruct them, to adapt their measures to the existing notions & practises of those on whom they are to operate.


Other objects worthy of notice will be

the soil & face of the country, it’s growth & vegetable productions, especially those not of the U.S.;

the animals of the country generally, & especially those not known in the U.S.;

the remains & accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct;

the mineral productions of every kind; but more particularly metals, limestone, pit coal & saltpetre; salines & mineral waters, noting the temperature of the last & such circumstances as may indicate their character;

Volcanic appearances;

climate as characterized by the thermometer, by the proportion of rainy, cloudy & clear days, by lightening, hail, snow, ice, by the access & recess of frost, by the winds, prevailing at different seasons, the dates at which particular plants put forth or lose their flowers, or leaf, times of appearance of particular birds, reptiles or insects.



Altho’ your route will be along the channel of the Missouri, yet you will endeavor to inform yourself, by inquiry, of the character and extent of the country watered by its branches, & especially on it’s Southern side. The North river or Rio Bravo which runs into the gulph of Mexico, and the North river, or Rio colorado which runs into the gulph of California, are understood to be the principal streams heading opposite to the waters of the Missouri, and running Southwardly. Whether the dividing grounds between the Missouri & them are mountains or flatlands, what are their distance from the Missouri, the character of the intermediate country, & the people inhabiting it, are worthy of particular enquiry. The Northern waters of the Missouri are less to be enquired after, because they have been ascertained to a considerable degree, and are still in a course of ascertainment by English traders & travellers. But if you can learn anything certain of the most Northern source of the Mississippi, & of its position relative to the lake of the woods, it will be interesting to us. Some account too of the path of the Canadian traders from the Mississippi, at the mouth of the Ouisconsin river, to where it strikes the Missouri, and of the soil and rivers in its course, is desirable.

In all your intercourse with the natives treat them in the most friendly & conciliatory manner which their own conduct will admit; allay all jealousies as to the object of your journey, satisfy them of it’s innocence, make them acquainted with the position, extent, character, peaceable & commercial dispositions of the U.S., of our wish to be neighborly, friendly & useful to them, & of our dispositions to a commercial intercourse with them; confer with them on the points most convenient as mutual emporiums, & the articles of most desirable interchange for them & us. If a few of their influential chiefs, within practicable distance, wish to visit us, arrange such a visit with them, and furnish them with authority to call on our officers, on their entering the U.S. to have them conveyed to this place at the public expense. If any of them should wish to have some of their young people brought up with us, & taught such arts as may be useful to them, we will receive, instruct, & take care of them. Such a mission, whether of influential chiefs or of young people, would give some security to your own party. Carry with you some matter of the kine pox, inform those of them with whom you may be, of it’s efficacy as a preservative from the small pox; and instruct & encourage them in the use of it. This may be especially done wherever you may winter.

As it is impossible for us to foresee in what manner you will be received by those people, whether with hospitality or hostility, so is it impossible to prescribe the exact degree of perseverance with which you are to pursue your journey. We value too much the lives of citizens to offer them to probable destruction. Your numbers will be sufficient to secure you against the unauthorised opposition of individuals, or of small parties: but if a superior force, authorised or not authorised by a nation, should be arrayed against your further passage, & inflexibly determined to arrest it, you must decline it’s further pursuit, and return. In the loss of yourselves, we should lose also the information you will have acquired. By returning safely with that, you may enable us to renew the essay with better calculated means. To your own discretion therefore must be left the degree of danger you may risk, & the point at which you should decline, only saying we wish you to err on the side of your safety, & to bring back your party safe, even if it be with less information.

As far up the Missouri as the white settlements extend, an intercourse will probably be found to exist between them and the Spanish posts at St. Louis, opposite Cahokia, or Ste. Genevieve opposite Kaskaskia. From still farther up the river, the traders may furnish a conveyance for letters. Beyond that you may perhaps be able to engage Indians to bring letters for the government to Cahokia or Kaskaskia, on promising that they shall there receive such special compensation as you shall have stipulated with them. Avail yourself of these means to communicate to us, at seasonable intervals, a copy of your journal, notes & observations of every kind, putting into cypher whatever might do injury if betrayed.

Should you reach the Pacific ocean, inform yourself of the circumstances which may decide whether the furs of those parts may not be collected as advantageously at the head of the Missouri (convenient as is supposed to the waters of the Colorado & Oregon or Columbia) as at Nootka sound or any other point of that coast; & that trade be consequently conducted through the Missouri & U.S. more beneficially than by the circumnavigation now practised.

On your arrival on that coast, endeavor to learn if there be any port within your reach frequented by the sea-vessels of any nation, and to send two of your trusty people back by sea, in such way as shall appear practicable, with a copy of your notes. And should you be of opinion that the return of your party by the way they went will be eminently dangerous, then ship the whole, & return by sea by way of Cape Horn or the Cape of Good Hope, as you shall be able. As you will be without money, clothes or provisions, you must endeavor to use the credit of the U.S. to obtain them; for which purpose open letters of credit shall be furnished you authorizing you to draw on the Executive of the U.S. or any of its officers in any part of the world, in which draughts can be disposed of, and to apply with our recommendations to the consuls, agents, merchants, or citizens of any nation with which we have intercourse, assuring them in our name that any aids they may furnish you shall be honorably repaid, and on demand. Our consuls Thomas Howes at Batavia in Java, William Buchanan of the Isles of France and Bourbon, & John Elmslie at the Cape of Good Hope will be able to supply your necessities by draughts on us.

Should you find it safe to return by the way you go, after sending two of your party round by sea, or with your whole party, if no conveyance by sea can be found, do so; making such observations on your return as may serve to supply, correct or confirm those made on your outward journey.

In re-entering the U.S. and reaching a place of safety, discharge any of your attendants who may desire & deserve it: procuring for them immediate paiment of all arrears of pay & cloathing which may have incurred since their departure and assure them that they shall be recommended to the liberality of the legislature for the grant of a souldier’s portion of land each, as proposed in my message to Congress: & repair yourself with your papers to the seat of government.

To provide, on the accident of your death, against anarchy, dispersion & the consequent danger to your party, and total failure of the enterprise, you are hereby authorised, by any instrument signed & written in your own hand, to name the person among them who shall succeed to the command on your decease, & by like instruments to change the nomination from time to time, as further experience of the characters accompanying you shall point out superior fitness: and all the powers & authorities given to yourself are, in the event of your death, transferred to & vested in the successor so named, with further power to him, & his successors in like manner to name each his successor, who, on the death of his predecessor shall be invested with all the powers & authorities given to yourself.

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, this 20th. day of June 1803.


[image: image]
 Pr. U.S. of America.








FROM AUGUST 30 TO SEPTEMBER 18, 1803 PITTSBURGH TO WOOD RIVER



August 30, 1803 [Lewis]

Left Pittsburgh this day at 11 o’clock with a party of 11 hands, 7 of which are soldiers, a pilot and three young men on trial, they having proposed to go with me throughout the voyage. Arrived at Bruno’s Island three miles below, halted a few minutes. Went on shore and being invited by some of the gentlemen present to try my air gun which I had purchased brought it on shore, charged it, and fired myself seven times 55 yards with pretty good success. After which a Mr. Blaze Cenas, being unacquainted with the management of the gun, suffered her to discharge herself accidentally. The ball passed through the hat of a woman about 40 yards distant, cutting her temple about the fourth of the diameter of the ball. She fell instantly and the blood gushing from her temple, we were all in the greatest consternation and supposed she was dead. But in a minute she revived, to our inexpressible satisfaction, and by examination we found the wound by no means mortal or even dangerous.

Called the hands aboard and proceeded to a ripple of McKee’s Rock where we were obliged to get out, all hands, and lift the boat over about 30 yards. The river is extremely low, said to be more so than it has been known for four years. About [blank] we passed another ripple near [word missing]. Passed another bar or ripple with more difficulty than either of the others. Halted for the night much fatigued after laboring with my men all day. The water being sufficiently temperate was much in our favor. Gave my men some whiskey and retired to rest at 8 o’clock.


Air guns work by compressed air and are not as powerful as guns fired with explosives. Lewis used this particular gun to impress Indians all through the journey. They were astonished by it. No one is entirely sure who the men were that Lewis had with him on this portion of the trip.

September 1, 1803 [Lewis]

The pilot informed me that we were not far from a ripple which was much worse than any we had yet passed, and as there was so thick a fog on the face of the water that no object was visible beyond 40 paces he advised remaining until the sun should acquire a greater altitude, when the fog would ascend and disappear. I consented. We remained until eight o’clock this morning, when we again set out. These fogs are very common on the Ohio at this season of the year, as also in the spring, but I do not think them as frequent or thick in the spring. Perhaps this may in some measure assist us to account for the heavy dews which are more remarkable for their frequency and quantity than in any country I was ever in. They are so heavy the drops falling from the trees from about midnight until sunrise give you the idea of a constant gentle rain. This continues until the sun has acquired sufficient altitude to dissipate the fog by its influence, and it then ceases. The dews are likewise more heavy during summer than elsewhere, but not so much so as at this season. The fog appears to owe its origin to the difference of temperature between the air and water, the latter at this season being much warmer than the former. The water being heated by the summer’s sun does not undergo so rapid a change from the absence of the sun as the air does. Consequently when the air becomes most cool, which is about sunrise, the fog is thickest and appears to rise from the face of the water like the steam from boiling water.

We passed the Little Horsetail ripple or riffle with much difficulty, all hands labored in the water about two hours before we effected a passage. The next obstruction we met with was the Big Horsetail riffle. Here we were obliged to unload all our goods and lift the empty boat over. About five o’clock we reached the riffle called Woolery’s Trap. Here, after unloading again and exerting all our force, we found it impracticable to get over. I therefore employed a man with a team of oxen, with the assistance of which we at length got off. We put in and remained all night, having made only ten miles this day.

September 2, 1803 [Lewis]

Set out at sunrise, two miles and a half to a riffle. Got out and pulled the boat over it with some difficulty. At nine o’clock reached Logtown Riffle, unloaded and with much difficulty got over. Detained four hours. The hills on either side of the Ohio are from 3 to 400 feet which, running parallel to each other, keep the general course of the river, at the distance of about two miles [i.e., the valley is about two miles wide], while the river pursuing a serpentine course between them alternately washes their bases, thus leaving fine bottomland between itself and the hills in large bodies, and frequently in the form of a semicircle or the larger segment of a circle or horseshoe form. The weather is extremely dry but there was some appearance of rain this morning which seems now to have blown over. I supposed I had gotten over Logtown Riffle but found ourselves stranded again. Supposed it best to send out two or three men to engage some oxen or horses to assist us. Obtained one horse and an ox, which enabled us very readily to get over. Paid the man his charge, which was one dollar. The inhabitants who live near these riffles live much by the distressed situation of travelers, are generally lazy, charge extravagantly when they are called on for assistance, and have no philanthropy or conscience. Passed the mouth of two little creeks to the north, called Allfour’s and a riffle ahead. The boat rubbed for some distance but by getting out and pulling her on by the thwarts we got her over. On each side of the river there are three banks, or sudden rises, from the summits of which the land generally breaks off for a certain distance pretty level until it arrives at the high hills before mentioned which appear to give a direction to the river. The first bank, or that which the river washes, is generally from 20 to 25 feet, and the bottom lying on a level with this is only overflown in remarkable high floods. The consequence is that there is no drowned or marsh lands on this river. This bottom, which is certainly the richest land from its being liable sometimes to be overflowed, is not esteemed so valuable as the second bottom. The second bottom usually rises from 25 to 30 feet above the first and is always safe or secure from inundation. It is usually good when wide from the third bank and contrary when the bottom is narrow or the river breaks against the second near the third bank, which it sometimes does. What is called the third bottom is more properly the high benches of the large range of hills before noticed and is of a more varied description as well as it respects the fertility of its soil as shape and perpendicular height. The river sometimes but very seldom breaks against this bank. The second and third of these banks always run parallel with the high hills and that bordering on the river is of course shaped by it.

Passed Waller’s Riffle with but little difficulty. Thermometer stood at seventy-six in the cabin; the temperature of the water in the river when immersed about the same. Observed today the leaves of the buckeye, gum, and sassafras begin to fade, or become red.

September 3, 1803 [Lewis]

Very foggy this morning. Thermometer 63° Fahrenheit, immersed the thermometer in the river, and the mercury rose immediately to 75° or summer heat. So there is a 12° difference, which is sufficient to show the vapor which arises from the water. The fog thus produced is impenetrably thick at this moment. We were in consequence obliged to lie by until nine this morning. Mr. Gus Bryan arrived with two boats loaded with furs. He informs me that if I can reach and get over the Georgetown bar 24 miles I can get on; this is some consolation. We set out at nine this morning and passed a riffle just below us called Atkins’s. Got over with tolerable ease. Passed the mouth of Big Beaver Creek and came to anchor off McIntosh, being 2 and a half miles. Discharged one of my hands. Passed the riffle below McIntosh. About three miles from this we stuck on another riffle, the worst I think we have yet passed. Were obliged to unload and drag over with horses. Stayed all night, having made only six miles.

September 4, 1803 [Lewis]

Morning foggy, obliged to wait. Thermometer at 63°, temperature of the river water 73°, being a difference of ten degrees, but yesterday there was a difference of twelve degrees, so that the water must have changed its temperature two degrees in twenty-four hours, colder. At a quarter past eight the mercury rose in the open air to 68°, the fog disappeared, and we set out. The difference therefore of five degrees in temperature between the water and air is not sufficient to produce the appearance of fog. From the watermark we fixed last evening it appeared that the river during the night had fallen an inch perpendicularly. The pirogue was loaded, as has been my practice since I left Pittsburgh, in order as much as possible to lighten the boat [i.e., the keelboat; Lewis was running the Ohio during the season when it is generally at its lowest, late summer and early fall]; the [men] who conducted her called as in distress about an hour after we had got under way. We came to and waited her coming up, found she had sprung a leak and had nearly filled. This accident was truly distressing, as her load, consisting of articles of hardware intended as presents to the Indians, got wet and I fear are much damaged. Proceeded about three miles further, got fast on a bar below Georgetown, and with the assistance of some of the neighboring people got over it with much difficulty. At Georgetown purchased a canoe complete with two paddles and two poles, for which I gave $11, found that my new purchase leaked so much that she was unsafe without some repairs. Came to about a mile below the riffle on the eastern shore pretty early in the evening where we stayed all night, having made about 13 miles this day. Opened the articles which had gotten wet and exposed them to the sun. Set some of my hands to repairing the canoes, which I effected before night. Had the articles well oiled and put up in oilcloth bags and returned to the casks in which they previously were. Hired another hand to go with me as far as Wheeling. The articles were not as much injured as I had supposed.

About two miles above my camp passed the line which divides the States of Virginia and Pennsylvania on the east side of the river and on the west that of Pennsylvania from the State of Ohio. This line is made visible from the timber having been felled about 60 feet in width. The young timber has sprung up but has not yet attained the height of the other, so that it can with ease be traced with the eye a considerable distance. It passes the Ohio River at the mouth of Mill Creek. The water is so low and clear that we see a great number of fish of different kinds, the sturgeon, bass, catfish, pike, etc. We fixed some spears after the Indian method but have had too much to attend to of more importance than gigging fish.

It is difficult to determine exactly what Lewis meant by a pirogue, since he often called the same boat a pirogue and a canoe. The French word “pirogue” generally designates a dugout or open boat, usually large enough to carry up to ten men. Lewis and Clark took two of them up the Missouri, along with the keelboat. One, the larger, was known as the white pirogue or the “eight ton” pirogue, capable presumably of carrying eight tons of load, although that seems excessive. The other was known as the red pirogue. Whether either of these is among the boats that came down the Ohio with Lewis is not known. The “hardware” that got wet would have been such things as knives, kettles, and other trade goods.

September 5, 1803 [Lewis]

Again foggy, loaded both my canoes and waited till the fog disappeared. Set out at eight o’clock. Had some difficulty passing several riffles but surmounted it without having recourse to horses or oxen. Rained at six this evening and continued with some intervals through the night to rain pretty hard. Took up at the head of Brown’s Island. It grew very dark and my canoes, which had on board the most valuable part of my stores, had not come up; ordered the trumpet to be sounded and they answered. They came up in a few minutes after. The stores in the canoes being well secured with oilcloth, I concluded to let them remain on board and directed that the water which they made should be bailed out of them occasionally through the night, which was done. They still leaked considerably, notwithstanding the repairs which I had made on them. We came 16 miles this day.

September 6, 1803 [Lewis]

The fog was as thick as usual this morning. Detained us until half past seven o’clock, when we set out. Observed the thermometer in the air to stand at 71°, water 73°. The fog continued even with that small difference between the temperature of the air and water. Struck on a riffle which we got over with some difficulty and in the distance of two miles and a half passed four others, three of which we were obliged to drag over with horses. The man charged me the exorbitant price of two dollars for his trouble. Got on pretty well to Steubenville, which we passed at two o’clock, being six miles from encampment. Hoisted our foresail, found great relief from it. We ran two miles in a few minutes when the wind becoming so strong we were obliged to haul it in lest it should carry away the mast; but the wind abating in some measure we again spread it. A sudden squall broke the sprit and had very nearly carried away the mast, after we furled and secured the sail, though the wind was so strong as to carry us at a pretty good speed by means of the awning and furled sails.

Struck on a riffle about two miles below the town. Hoisted our mainsail to assist in driving us over the riffle. The wind blew so hard as to break the sprit of it, and now having no assistance but by manual exertion and my men worn down by perpetual lifting, I was obliged again to have recourse to my usual resort and sent out in search of horses or oxen. Steubenville is a small town situated on the Ohio in the state of Ohio about six miles above Charlestown in Virginia and 24 above Wheeling. It is a small, well built, thriving place, has several respectable families residing in it, five years since it was a wilderness. The oxen arrived, got off with difficulty. The oxen drew badly; however, with their assistance we got over two other riffles which lay just below. We proceeded about a mile and a half further and encamped on the west bank, having made ten miles this day.

September 7, 1803 [Lewis]

Foggy this morning according to custom; set out at half past seven, and in about two hundred paces stuck on a riffle. All hands obliged to get out. Observed the thermometer at sunrise in the air to stand at 47°, the temperature of the river water being 68°—difference of 21 degrees. Got over the riffle, at 45 minutes after eight. Passed Charlestown on the E. shore above the mouth of Buffalo [Creek?], over which there is built a handsome wooden bridge. This has the appearance of a handsome little village, containing about 40 houses. This village is three miles below our encampment of last evening. Reached Wheeling, 16 miles distant, at five in the evening. This is a pretty considerable village, contains about 50 houses and is the county town of Ohio (State of Virginia) [the county seat of Ohio County, Virginia]. It is situated on the east side of the river on an elevated bank. The landing is good, just below the town and on the same side. Big Wheeling Creek empties itself into the Ohio; on the point formed by this creek and the river stands an old stockade fort, now gone to decay. This town is remarkable for being the point of embarkation for merchants and emigrants who are about to descend the river, particularly if they are late in getting on and the water gets low, as it most commonly is from the beginning of July to the last of September, the water from hence being much deeper and the navigation better than it is from Pittsburgh or any point above it. I went on shore, waited on a Mr. Caldwell, a merchant of that place, to whom I had consigned a part of my goods which I had sent by land from Pittsburgh. Found the articles in good order. Here met with Col. Rodney, one of the commissioners appointed by the government to adjust the land claims in the Mississippi Territory. In his suite was Maj. Claiborne and a young gentleman who was going on to the Territory with a view to commence the practice of the law. He is a pupil of Caesar Rodney of Delaware. Remained all night.

September 8, 1803 [Lewis]

This day wrote to the President, purchased a pirogue, and hired a man to work her. My men were much fatigued and I concluded it would be better to give them a day’s rest and let them wash their clothes and exchange their flour for bread or bake their bread in a better manner than they had the means of baking it while traveling. Dined with Col. Rodney and his suite. In the evening they walked down to my boat and partook of some watermelons. I here also met with Dr. Patterson, the son of the professor of mathematics in the University of Philadelphia. He expressed a great desire to go with me. I consented, provided he could get ready by three the next evening. He thought he could and instantly set about it. I told the Doctor that I had a letter of appointment for a Second Lieutenant which I could give him but did not feel myself altogether at liberty to use it as it was given me by the President to be used in the event of Mr. Clark’s not consenting to go with me, but as he had I could not use it without the previous consent of the President. However, if he thought proper to go on with me to the Illinois [i.e., the Illinois territory around the upper Mississippi; Illinois was not yet a state] where I expected to winter I could obtain an answer from the President by the spring of the year or before the Missouri would be sufficiently open to admit of my ascending it. In the event of the President’s not consenting to our wishes, I conceived that the situation of that country was a much more eligible one for a physician than that of Wheeling, particularly as he stated that the practice which he had acquired at Wheeling was not an object: the Doctor was to have taken his medicine with him, which was a small assortment of about 100£ [100 English pounds] value.

Remained here all night. The people began to top their corn and collect their fodder.

September 9, 1803 [Lewis]

The Doctor could not get ready. I waited until three this evening and then set out. Had some difficulty getting over a riffle one mile below the town, got on six miles and brought to. I was now informed that by some mistake in the contract between the Corporal and the woman who had engaged to bake the bread for the men at Wheeling the woman would not agree to give up the bread, being 90 pounds, and the bread was left. I instantly dispatched the Corporal and two men for the bread and gave him a dollar to pay the woman for her trouble. About the time we landed it began to rain very hard and continued to rain most powerfully all night with small intervals. Had my pirogues covered with oilcloth, but the rain came down in such torrents that I found it necessary to have them bailed out frequently in the course of the night. In attending to the security of my goods I was exposed to the rain and got wet to the skin, as I remained until about twelve at night, when I wrung out my saturated clothes, put on a dry shirt, turned into my berth. The rain was excessively cold for the season of the year.


September 10, 1803 [Lewis]

The rain ceased about day, the clouds had not dispersed and looked very much like giving us a repetition of the last evening’s frolic. There was but little fog and I should have been able to have set out at sunrise, but the Corporal had not yet returned with the bread. I began to fear that he was piqued with the sharp reprimand I gave him the evening before for his negligence and inattention with respect to the bread and had deserted. In this, however, I was agreeably disappointed. About eight in the morning he came up, bringing with him the two men and the bread, they instantly embarked and we set out. We passed several bad riffles this morning and at 11 o’clock, six miles below our encampment of last evening, I landed on the east side of the river and went on shore to view a remarkable artificial mound of earth called by the people in this neighborhood the Indian grave.

This remarkable mound of earth stands on the east bank of the Ohio 12 miles below Wheeling and about 700 paces from the river. As the land is not cleared, the mound is not visible from the river. This mound gives name to two small creeks, called Little and Big Grave Creeks, which pass about a half a mile on each side of it and fall into the Ohio about a mile distant from each other. The small creek is above. The mound stands on the most elevated ground of a large bottom containing about 4,000 acres of land. The bottom is bounded from N.E. to S.W. by a high range of hills which seem to describe a semicircle around it, of which the river is the diameter, the hills being more distant from the mound than the river. Near the mound to the N. stands a small town lately laid out called Elizabethtown. There are but about six or seven dwelling houses in it as yet. In this town there are several mounds of the same kind as the large one but not near as large. In various parts of this bottom the traces of old entrenchments are to be seen, though they are so imperfect that they cannot be traced in such manner as to make any complete figure; for this inquiry I had not leisure. I shall therefore content myself by giving a description of the large mound and offering some conjectures with regard to the probable purposes for which they were intended by their founders, whoever they may have been.

The mound is nearly a regular cone 310 yards in circumference at its base and 65 feet high, terminating in a blunt point whose diameter is 30 feet. This point is concave, being depressed about five feet in the center. Around the base runs a ditch 60 feet in width which is broken or intersected by a ledge of earth raised as high as the outer bank of the ditch on the N.W. side. This bank is about 30 feet wide and appears to have formed the entrance to the fortified mound. Near the summit of this mound grows a white oak tree whose girth is 13 and a half feet. From the aged appearance of this tree I think its age might reasonably be calculated at 300 years. The whole mound is covered with large timber, sugar tree, hickory, poplar, red and white oak, etc. I was informed that in removing the earth of a part of one of those lesser mounds that stand in the town the skeletons of two men were found and some brass beads were found among the earth near these bones. My informant told me the beads were sent to Mr. Peale’s Museum in Philadelphia where he believed they now were.

We got on 24 miles this day. We passed some bad riffles but got over them without the assistance of cattle. Came to on the E. side in deep water and a bold shore. Stayed all night a little above Sunfish Creek.

The mound is now known as Grave Creek Mound and dates from 100 B.C. Peale’s Museum in Philadelphia, which was devoted to natural history, had been founded by Charles Willson Peale in 1786 and became a depository for some of the specimens of plants and animals that Lewis and Clark brought back from the West.

September 11, 1803 [Lewis]

Set out about sunrise, passed Sunfish Creek one mile, etc. Entered the long reach, so called from the Ohio running in a straight direction for 18 miles. In this reach there are five islands from three to two miles in length each. Observed a number of squirrels swimming the Ohio and universally passing from the W. to the East shore. They appear to be making to the south; perhaps it may be mast or food which they are in search of but I should rather suppose that it is climate which is their object, as I find no difference in the quantity of mast on both sides of this river, it being abundant on both, except the beechnut, which appears extremely scarce this season. The walnuts and hickory nuts, the usual food of the squirrel, appear in great abundance on either side of the river. I made my dog take as many each day as I had occasion for; they were fat and I thought them when fried a pleasant food [the dog went all the way to the Pacific with Lewis and Clark and presumably returned; its name was either Seaman or Scannon, depending on how one reads Lewis’s handwriting]. Many of these squirrels were black; they swim very light on the water and make pretty good speed. My dog was of the Newfoundland breed, very active, strong, and docile. He would take the squirrels in the water, kill them, and swimming bring them in his mouth to the boat. We lay this night below the fifth island in the long reach on the E. side of the river, having come 26 miles. September 12, 1803 [Lewis]

Set out at sunrise. It began to rain and continued with some intervals until three in the evening. Passed several bad riffles and one particularly at the lower end of the long reach called Wilson’s Riffle. Here we were obliged to cut a channel through the gravel with our spade and canoe paddles and then drag the boat through. We were detained about four hours before we accomplished this task and again continued our route and took up on the N.W. shore near a Yankee farmer, from whom I purchased some corn and potatoes for my men and gave him in exchange a few pounds of lead. We came 20 miles this day.

September 13, 1803 [Lewis]

This morning being clear we pursued our journey at sunrise and after passing a few riffles over which we had to lift the boat, we arrived at Marietta, at the mouth of the Muskingum River, at seven o’clock in the evening. Observed many pigeons passing over us pursuing a southeast course [these were passenger pigeons, which are now extinct; they were killed in huge quantities for food in the 19th century]. The squirrels still continue to cross the river from N.W. to S.E. Marietta is one hundred miles from Wheeling; lay here all night. Wrote to the President of U.S. Dismissed two of my hands, one of whom by the name of Wilkinson I had engaged at Georgetown, the other, Samuel Montgomery, I engaged at Wheeling. My party from Pittsburgh to McIntosh was 11 strong, from thence to Georgetown 10, from thence to Wheeling 11, from thence to Muskingum 13, from thence to Limestone 12. At Wheeling I engaged Montgomery and a young man came on board and agreed to work his passage. On the same terms I engaged another at Marietta or the mouth of Muskingum. This evening I was visited by Col. Green, the Postmaster at this place. He appears to be much of a gentleman and an excellent republican [i.e., of the party of Jefferson].

September 14, 1803 [Lewis]

Set out this morning at 11 o’clock. Was prevented setting out earlier in consequence of two of my men getting drunk and absenting themselves. I finally found them and had them brought on board, so drunk that they were unable to help themselves. Passed several riffles and lay all night on the N.W. shore. Was here informed that there were some instances of the goiter in the neighborhood, two women who lived on the bank of the river just below. They had emigrated to that place from the lower part of Pennsylvania and had contracted the disorder since their residence on the Ohio. The fever and ague and bilious fevers here commence their baneful oppression and continue through the whole course of the river with increasing violence as you approach its mouth [Lewis is talking here about one disease, malaria, which was common even in New York in the nineteenth century]. Saw many squirrels this day swimming the river from N.W. to S.E. Caught several by means of my dog.

September 15, 1803 [Lewis]

Set out this morning at sunrise, passed the mouth of the Little Kanawha one mile below our encampment of last evening on the Virginia shore. It is about 60 yards wide at its mouth. There is a considerable settlement on this river. It heads with the Monongahela. Passed the mouths of the little and big Hockhocking [now simply the Hocking] and the settlement of Bellepre—a Yankee settlement. Passed several bad riffles over which we were obliged to lift the boat. Saw and caught by means of my dog several squirrels attempting to swim the river. One of these, the only instance I have observed, was swimming from the S.E. to the N.W. shore. One of the canoes fell a considerable distance behind; we were obliged to lie to for her coming up, which detained us several hours. It rained very hard on us from seven this morning until about three, when it broke away, and evening was clear with a few flying clouds. Took up on the Virginia shore having made 18 miles this day.

September 16, 1803 [Lewis]

Thermometer this morning in the air 54°, in the water 72°. A thick fog which continued so thick that we did not set out until eight o’clock in the morning. The day was fair, passed several very bad riffles and among the rest Amberson’s Island. While they were getting the boat through this long riffle I went on shore and shot some squirrels. My men were very much fatigued with this day’s labor; however, I continued until nearly dark, when we came to on the Virginia shore, having made only 19 miles this day.

September 17, 1803 [Lewis]

The morning was foggy, but being informed by my pilot that we had good water for several miles, I ventured to set out before the fog disappeared. Came on seven miles to the old Town Bar, which being a handsome clean place for the purpose I determined to spend the day and to open and dry my goods, which I had found were wet by the rain on the 15th, notwithstanding I had them secured with my oilcloths and a common tent which I had as well and the canoes frequently bailed in the course of the day and night. I found on opening the goods that many of the articles were much injured, particularly the articles of iron, which were rusted very much. My guns, tomahawks, and knives were of this class. I caused them to be oiled and exposed to the sun. The clothing of every description also was opened and aired. We busily employed in this business all hands from ten in the morning until sunset, when I caused the canoes to be reloaded, having taken the precaution to put up all the articles that would admit of that mode of packing in bags of oilcloth which I had provided for that purpose and again returned to their several casks, trunks, and boxes.

My biscuit was much injured. I had it picked and put up in these bags. This work kept me so busy that I ate not anything until after dark, being determined to have everything in readiness for an early start in the morning. The evening was calm, though the wind had blown extremely hard up the river all day. It is somewhat remarkable that the wind on this river, from much observation of my own, and the concurrent observation of those who inhabit its banks, blows or sets up against its current four days out of five during the course of the whole year; it will readily be conceived how much this circumstance will aid the navigation of the river. When the Ohio is in its present low state, between the riffles and in many places for several miles together there is no perceptible current, the whole surface being perfectly dead or taking the direction only which the wind may chance to give it. This makes the passage down this stream more difficult than would at first view be imagined. When it is remembered that the wind so frequently sets up the river, the way the traveler makes in descending therefore is by the dint of hard rowing—or force of the oar or pole.

September 18, 1803 [Lewis]

The morning was clear and having had everything in readiness the overnight we set out before sunrise and at nine in the morning passed Letart Falls, this being nine miles distant from our encampment of the last evening. This rapid is the most considerable in the whole course of the Ohio, except the rapids as they are called opposite to Louisville in Kentucky. The descent at Letart Falls is a little more than four feet in two hundred fifty yards.
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