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For my father—
like Washington, so brave and so honest
—F.M.

For Tom and Marianne—
wonderful people, wonderful friends
—R.W.

Author acknowledgments: Thanks to the world’s greatest librarian, Liz Dobuski, for guiding me toward this story. Thanks to Caprice Serafine for her help with mastiffs. Thanks to my editor, Shana Corey, for her grace and expertise in helping to draft this story. Thanks to Diane Landolf for help with photo research. Much of the research that went into crafting this story was supported by the words of George Washington himself through his voluminous writings, available at the Library of Congress, and by James Thomas Flexner’s biography Washington: The Indispensable Man.

Photograph credits: George Washington with Nelson: © Francis G. Mayer/CORBIS; Alexander
Hamilton: © Archivo Iconographico, S.A./CORBIS; William Howe: © Hulton Archive by Getty
Images; note to William Howe courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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Dear Parent: £

Congratulations! Your child i taking ¥
the first steps on an exciting journey.
‘The destination? Independent reading!

STEP INTO READING® will help your child get there. The program offers.
five steps to reading success. Each step includes fun stories and colorful art.
‘There are also Step into Reading Sticker Books, Step into Reading Math
Readers, Step into Reading Phonics Readers, Step into Reading Write-In
Readers, and Step into Reading Phonics Boxed Sets—a complete lteracy
program with something to interest every child.

Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten

= bigtype and easy words » hyme and thythm « pcture clues
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to
begin reading.

Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1

 basic vocabulery » short sentences - smple stories

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out
new words with help.

Reading on Your Own _Grades 1-3
« engaging characters + easy-to-fllowplts *popular topics
For children who are ready to read on their own.

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3
« challenging vocabulary * short paragraphs - excitng stories
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences
with confidence.

Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4
= chapters » longer paragraphs *full-color art

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books
but stilike colorful pictures.

STEP INTO READING® s designed to give every child a successful
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides, Children can progress.
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their
reading, no matter what their grad.

Remember, alifetime love of reading starts with a single step!





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_011_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_099_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_132_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_010_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_098_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_131_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_097_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_130_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_096_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_095_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_094_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Murp_9780375981449_epub_093_r1.jpg
Abe hncolns Hat

by Martha Brenner
illustrated by Donald Cook

Random House &b New York
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Turn the page to find out. . . .
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Thomas Jefferson stayed in France from 1784 to
1789. He may not have served all the foods in this
book at one party. But he really did introduce them
to America. And he was well known for his fancy
dinner parties. So it just may have happened this
way.

Thomas Jefferson also really did have a pet

mockingbird that flew around his study. His name

was Dick.

X o

drawing of a macaroni-
Thomas Jefferson ‘making machine
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Duff #

Stephen Douglas Abraham Lincoln

All the stories in this book are true and

all the people really lived. Here are photos

of some of them. When the photos were taken,
around 1860, the camera was a new invention.
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GEORGE, THOMAS,
AND ABE!

The Step into Reading
Presidents Story Collection

Step 3 and Step 4 Books
A Collection of Three Early Readers

Random House & New York
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by Frank Murphy
illustrated by Richard Walz

Random House &b New York
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“Turn the page to find out. . . .
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Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3

15 your child comfortable tackling new words? Does your
ehid ik to read on is or her own? It's time for Step 3.
Esgang Characters - asyo-Fllw Pl Popalar Toics

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3

Does your child read simple sentences with confidence?

Newl independent readers are ready for Step 4.

Chainging Yocablay Short Paragraphs- Excitiog Fition and Noniction

RANDOM HOUSE
SteplntoReading.com
randomhouse.com/kids
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If you like exciting true stories,
you won’t want to miss . ..

Carter made the hole a little wider and stuck the
candle through it. He peered in. Lord Carnarvon
and Lady Evelyn stood anxiously by his side.
Carter was silent. His eyes got used to the dim
light. Then beautiful forms began to take shape.
“Strange animals, statues, and gold—everywhere
the glint of gold.”

Lord Carnarvon couldn’t wait any longer. “Can
you see anything?” he cried.

It was all Carter could do to get out the words.
“Yes, wonderful things!”
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The true story of
Ernest Shackleton’s exciting
Antarctic adventure!

All around them, the ice rocked and trembled. The
Endurance sprang leaks. Everyone worked to pump
out the water. Some of the men jumped over the
side and hacked at the ice with shovels and axes.
But it was no use. The ice was too thick to scrape
away. Then a huge piece of ice ripped a hole in the
side of their ship. Water poured in. The Endurance
was breaking up. Soon it was going to sink.

Sadly, Shackleton gave the order.

Abandon ship.
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If you like true animal stories,
you won’t want to miss . . .

Nothing the musher did could get the dog to move
forward. . . . The musher had seen this sort of
behavior before. He knew exactly why neither dog
would lead. They could no longer pick up the trail
through the high winds and blowing snow.

In other words, they were lost.

Then, in his position close to the rear, Balto
strained in his harness and barked. Still crouching
by the unmoving lead dog, Kaasen turned to look
at Balto. He could barely see through the haze of
snow, but Balto’s body language was clear. He
knew which way to go. He knew the trail!
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Looking for other exciting, inspiring true
stories? Try these Step into Reading titles:

BABE RUTH SAVES BASEBALLY

BARACK OBAMA:
OUT OF MANY, ONE

BEN FRANKLIN AND
THE MAGIC SQUARES.

THE BRAVEST DOG EVER:
THE TRUE STORY OF BALTO

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
DISCOVERY IN THE CAVE
AT MY DUST!

OF HARRIE

THE FIRST THANKS
FRANCIS SCOTT KEYS
STARSPANGLED BANNER

“THE GREAT HOUDINL
WORLDFAMOUS MAGICIAN

ICE MUY

LEWIS AND CLARK: A PRAIRIE
DOG FOR THE PRESID

ANDER GRAHAM
LKING MACHINE

LOOKING FOR BIGFOOT
POMPEIL .. BURIED ALIVE!

THE TITANIC
LOST ... AND FOUND

THE TRUE STORY OF
POCAHONTAS.

TUTS MUMY:
LOST .. AND FOUND
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Thomas Jefferson’s
FEAST

by Frank Murphy
illustrated by Richard Walz

Random House &b New York
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Turn the page to find out. . . .
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
The stories in this book are true. We can't be sure exactly
how they all happened, but we've tried our best to show
the way things might have been.

Alexander Hamilton

George Washington's actual letter to General Howe. It says, “General

Washington's compliments to General Horce, does limself the pleasure

to return him a Dog, which accidentally fellito is hands, and by the
inscription on the collar, appears to belong o General Houe.”
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