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For all my vanquished foes
 And for my folks, who knew not to ask what I was doing in my room



INTRODUCTION

Imaginary fights matter.

They always have and they always will. In the eighth century, the Norse hero Sigurd was summoned to slay the dragon Fafnir. Twelve hundred years later, little Sigurds all over the world kill dragons from their living rooms, with the power of their mighty dice. Lest you think fantasy battles these days are limited to board games played by dorky tweens, get into a discussion of faith sometime. Imaginary fights motivate myriad differences in religious belief: Jesus vs. Yahweh vs. Allah vs. Man. God vs. the Devil vs. little old you. And what’ll happen when Christ comes down to separate the sinners from the saints? Judgment Day (No, I’m not talking Terminator 2: Judgment Day, although that’s good too) is an imaginary fight of the utmost consequence, with awfully predictable winners. Now check out politics: The Cold War, which dominated the second half of the twentieth century, hinged on an imaginary fight—Who would win World War III? Could anyone? Often, the imaginary fights go far better than actual ones; the conflict in Iraq was supposed to be done in a couple of months and cost three billion dollars, with American soldiers embraced by freedom-loving arms. Years later, we can only imagine if Dungeon Master Cheney had been playing with dice instead of American lives. In the realm of pop culture, Star Wars, the most popular movie franchise of all time, gave us imaginary fights on two levels. While Jedi battled Sith with light sabers on Death Stars (Made up. Not real.), each fictional individual fought his own internal imaginary battle between the Force and the Dark Side.

The imaginary fight taps into the most primal part of the male psyche and imagination: the need to know who’s the best, the strongest, the caveman with the biggest club. This need starts in infancy and never goes away; it lurks in the hearts of the most peaceful, benevolent men. Buddha occasionally strayed from the Noble Eightfold Path by wondering if he could take the Hindu Gods Vishnu and Shiva. There is no factual evidence for that, but it must be true. He couldn’t possibly avoid it. He was still going to do his meditation thing, but whatever. This, the sad truth be told, is what guys care about. “Who would win between…” is one of man’s three most fundamental questions, ahead of “Why are we here?” and behind “Who’s hotter?” When Vern asked Teddy, “You think Mighty Mouse could beat up Superman?” in Stand by Me, we laughed, but not before we wondered.

I first wrote about imaginary fights in 2003 for Playboy magazine when the films The Incredible Hulk and Terminator 3 were released. My assignment was the stuff of Woodward and Bernstein’s dreams: Find who’d win a battle between the Hulk and the Terminator. No personal speculation allowed, experts were required to provide a definitive answer. I interviewed three men: Colonel Avery Chenoweth, a Marine combat artist and author of Art of War; Dr. Clark Hung, an associate professor of biomedical engineering at Columbia University; and Jim McLauchlin, then a contributing editor at Wizard: The Comics Magazine, now the editor-in-chief of Top Cow Productions. I wasn’t worried about Captain Comics, but I was concerned the military expert and scientist would immediately dismiss me as frivolous and get back to their wars and atoms. On the contrary, Chenoweth and Hung were positively giddy to discuss the imaginary fight and approached the question with the depth of intelligence and logic they normally reserved for their “serious” concerns. (Recognizing, I like to believe, that nothing is more serious than an imaginary fight.) McLauchlin, the comics guy, was excited as well but had considered it all before. He, you see, was responsible each month for reading and answering letters from readers who just had to know the winners of fights between, say, Batman and Spider-Man, The Flash and Daredevil, the Silver Surfer and the Green Lantern. Jim McLauchlin is, no kidding, probably the world’s foremost expert on imaginary fights between superheroes. And I can’t imagine many better things to be. Ruler of the Heavens and Earth is good, but it’s taken. In the end the score was Hulk: 2, Terminator: 1, with the biomedical engineer contending the Hulk “is governed by rage, making him more fallible.”

Most freelance writers would consider themselves lucky if they got one imaginary fight assignment, but I’ve been blessed with two. Recently, Men’s Fitness asked if I knew a “comic book expert” who could decide the winner of an NCAA-style tournament pitting superheroes against one another in imagined battles. Did I know an expert? I was soon talking to McLauchlin, but not before all my male friends from work strongly voiced their opinions, their excited comments often preceded by “Ooh! Ooh! Ooh!”—intelligent young professionals suddenly Arnold Horshacks on speed. Because imaginary fights mattered to them, far more than the mundane adult responsibilities upon which their livelihoods depended. I know what you’re thinking: But that’s juvenile. Yeah, and? So are we. Maxim, for which I’ve written dozens of articles, boasts over a million readers monthly, without a single article of or concerning sociopolitical impact. Every man hides an inner boy, and he usually doesn’t hide him too well.

In writing the Men’s Fitness tournament of superheroes article, it occurred to me that discussion of imaginary fights could not, should not, nay, must not be limited to the superhero realm, nor be constrained by the tiny boxing ring of a couple of articles. This means far too much, and these combatants fight on a battlefield bounded only by the imagination. Wondering about Michael Corleone vs. Tony Montana? Wonder no more. Considering the Lucky vs. the Skilled? I got you, kid. The imaginary fight envelops the world of ideas, wrapping its burly, bear-hugging arms around our collective consciousness. Or something like that. But dig it: What if, in lieu of debating the psychological ramifications of the virgin/whore dichotomy, we just had a virgin and a whore fight? Wouldn’t that be better? Suppose, instead of pontificating on the cycle of life, we let the Stork and the Grim Reaper duke it out? Rather than evolutionary biologists and fundamentalist kooks getting into a dead-end argument over Intelligent Design, mightn’t you prefer Charles Darwin and Adam squaring off? Perhaps all our questions could be answered. And maybe, just maybe, the world would be a simpler and better place. Imagine.
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THE ONE YOU LOVE





ALLY: You



ENEMY: You



TRADEMARK FIGHTING MOVE: The Unrequited Uppercut



CHARACTERISTICS: Beautiful and perfect



GLIMMER OF HOPE #1: You think you thought you saw her glance at you or at least near you with something that could be interpreted as desire one time when she was drunk.



GLIMMER OF HOPE #2: It all seemed so right when you made love in your dreams.



GLIMMER OF HOPE #3: She couldn’t have said “stop looking at me” if she hadn’t been looking too.



WHAT SHE MEANS BY “YOU’RE CREEPING ME OUT”: Touch me.



AMBIGUOUS STATEMENT THAT MIGHT MEAN SHE LOVES YOU: “I think we should be friends.”



WHY SHE TALKS ABOUT OTHER MEN SHE FINDS ATTRACTIVE: To make you jealous.





THE ONE YOU’RE WITH





ALLY: You



ENEMY: You



TRADEMARK FIGHTING MOVE: The Slam of Settling



NICKNAME: The Gravedigger of Dreams (it’s a long nickname)



ANNOYING HABIT: Talking to you when you’re not listening.



HER REASON TO DOUBT THE DEPTH OF YOUR LOVE: You said “me too” after sighing and before looking at your watch.



WHAT YOU TELL YOUR FRIENDS: “She’s a good woman.”



WHAT THAT MEANS: You’re not sure.



MAJOR POINT IN HER FAVOR #1: She’s right there.



MAJOR POINT IN HER FAVOR #2: She makes a mean lasagna.



MAJOR POINT IN HER FAVOR #3: She said she’d try to lose weight.



MAJOR PROBLEM: She takes up a significant portion of your queen-sized bed.





THE ONE YOU LOVE





SUPERPOWER: She makes you willing to sell out anyone and anything.



WHY YOU’RE BETTER THAN THE RICHER, BETTER-LOOKING, MORE CONFIDENT AND MATURE MAN SHE’S WITH: Because you’re you.



RUMOR ABOUT HER YOU TRIED TO START WHEN SHE DIDN’T RESPOND TO YOUR DRUNKEN PHONE CALLS AND E-MAILS: She has genital warts.



SOUL-CRUSHING TACTIC: She once tried to hook you up with her ugly friend.



HOW GOOD YOU IMAGINE SHE’D BE IN BED, ON A SCALE OF ONE TO TEN: Eleven



HOW GOOD YOU IMAGINE YOU’D BE IN BED WITH HER, ON A SCALE OF ONE TO TEN: Thirteen



ONLY REASON TO DOUBT HER BRILLIANCE: That she fails to recognize yours.





THE ONE YOU’RE WITH





WHAT YOU DO AFTER SHE GOES TO BED EARLY AND YOU KISS HER GOODNIGHT ON THE FOREHEAD: Masturbate with unbelievable vigor to increasingly disturbing pornography.



WHAT JUST HAPPENED: She said something really important you didn’t hear and wouldn’t have understood anyway.



WHAT SHE TELLS HER FRIENDS: You’re much better in private.



IS THAT TRUE?: She hopes one day it will be.



THINGS SHE FEIGNS INTEREST IN TO KEEP CONVERSATIONS GOING: Your favorite sports teams; your least favorite gastrointestinal ailments



THINGS YOU FEIGN INTEREST IN TO KEEP CONVERSATIONS GOING: Antiquing; kittens; foliage





EXPERT ANALYSIS





“The one you love has obvious physical advantages, being faster and harder and unlike the one you’re with, unburdened by the time-consuming mercy that comes from being a nice person. Indeed, the one you love is a wickedly aggressive foe, not afraid to fight dirty and break any, if not all, rules. However, the one you’re with has super manipulative strategic abilities that come from practicing on you but also from being substantially less moronic than the one you love. The one you’re with also has the fine-tuned power to be both numb and deaf at will, which in a fight against a crazy, albeit hot, sex machine would ultimately create an insurmountable advantage, especially if anything negative happened in the universe, like a professional rejection or flu…either of which would send the one you love running.”

—Tanya Allen, actress, Silent Hill, Starhunter, The Newsroom, Regeneration



“The one you love often sends wistful e-mails with impeccable spelling and poignantly apropos literary references, but the one you’re with usually has an enormous cock. (There’s a reason, you know). The one you’re with wins. You spend the rest of your life feeling bad about the one you love.”

—Jennifer Dziura, comedian, blogger (www.jenisfamous.com)



“The one you’re with is tired, fatigued, and old—which is why you’re in love with someone else to start with. Don’t be fooled, though: There’s no wife on Earth who’s ever too tired to take you for every penny you’ve got, as well as your home, car, kids, and cat, just as soon as she finds out about the one you love! She may be so tired (of you) that she should theoretically come last (if she can be bothered to come at all with you in her bed), but you can bet that she’ll be through those courtroom doors like a ferret down a drainpipe. The one you’re with wins every time. No contest, fellas.”

—Kathleen Charlotte, author, Va-Va-Voodoo!: Find Love, Make Love & Keep Love





THE FIGHT





The One You Love immediately beats the One You’re With to within an inch of her life, but then starts making out with the referee and leaves with him before the fight is over. Judges are forced to award the match to the gnarled, broken One You’re With, who celebrates by crying herself to sleep.





THE WINNER





THE ONE YOU’RE WITH (DQ)
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BILL BUCKNER





ALLIES: His family; Mets fans



ENEMIES: Red Sox fans, especially before 2004



CAREER HITS: 2,715



BATTING TITLE: In 1980



RBI IN 1986: 102



HOW MUCH THE PREVIOUS THREE THINGS MATTER NOW: Not at all



WHAT HE’D DO DIFFERENTLY: Perhaps become a monk, or something else where no one notices when you fuck up.



WHERE HE MOVED AFTER RETIRING: Boise, Idaho, far away from major-league baseball



HOW HIS WHIFF ON MOOKIE WILSON’S SLOW-ROLLING GROUND BALL COMPARES WITH THE BIGGEST MISTAKE OF YOUR LIFE: It’s exactly the same, except the whole world saw, it broke the heart of a city, and made his name synonymous with choking.



WHY IT WASN’T HIS FAULT #1: Calvin Schiraldi gave up three straight singles in that ninth inning.





THE BASEBALL THAT RUINED BUCKNER’S LIFE





ALLY: The baseball Steve Bartman interfered with



ENEMIES: People who find three-hour-plus baseball games deadly boring



SIZE: 9 inches in circumference



WEIGHT: 5 ounces



STITCHES: 108



CONTROVERSIAL PERIOD FOR HIS YOUNGER BROTHERS: The late ’90s, when the balls were as juiced as the players.



WHERE HE WOUND UP: First was bought by Charlie Sheen, now in the collection of some guy named Seth Swirsky.



RECURRING NIGHTMARE: That he was fielded cleanly by Buckner and tossed away by an umpire without ever getting to go on the celebrity circuit and pick up hot young female baseballs.



WHAT HE’D DO DIFFERENTLY: Not a goddamned thing—he’s famous.





BILL BUCKNER





WHY IT WASN’T HIS FAULT #2: Bob Stanley threw a wild pitch to tie up the game.



WHY IT WASN’T HIS FAULT #3: Red Sox manager John McNamara not only didn’t pinch-hit Don Baylor for Buckner in the eighth inning, he didn’t replace Buckner in the tenth with Dave Stapleton, a far better glove man who had served as a late-inning defensive replacement for Buckner in all of Boston’s playoff wins that year.



HOW GRATEFUL SCHIRALDI, STANLEY, AND MCNAMARA ARE THAT ONLY DORKY BASEBALL NERDS REMEMBER HOW BAD THEY WERE BECAUSE BUCKNER SCREWED UP A PLAY A LITTLE LEAGUER COULD HAVE MADE: Extremely



REASON TO FORGIVE BUCKNER, BESIDES THE FACT IT’S WHAT JESUS WOULD DO: He’s gone to various functions with Mookie Wilson over the years, and signed “oops” on pictures of him chasing after the ball that went through his legs. Really.





THE FIGHT





Bill Buckner discovers a time machine on his property that takes him back to October 25, 1986. Mookie’s ground ball rolls toward him, and this time he’s ready, in perfect fielding position, to recapture his good name when the baseball bounces up and hits him squarely in the head, killing him instantly. He spends all of eternity repeatedly trying to field a ball slowly rolling toward him. It never goes well.





THE WINNER





THE EVIL BASEBALL (KO)
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ADAM





CREATED: In God’s image



APPEARANCE: Godlike



ANCESTRY: The first man created by the Almighty One



BACKGROUND: Immortality



DOMINION: Over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, except the gay things, which sashayeth



LIFE SPAN: 930 years, which means a fortune in Social Security



ALLY: God, before he screwed that sweet deal up



ENEMIES: Talking snake; pushy woman; God after all that schmucky apple business



TASK: Just had to do nothing, and couldn’t



TRADEMARK FIGHTING MOVE: The Paradise Pile Driver



EVIDENCE OF INTELLIGENT DESIGN: Babies and rainbows



BIBLE PARADOX: If God is omnipotent, how can man have free will?





CHARLES DARWIN





CREATED: By monkeys, through magic



APPEARANCE: Apelike



ANCESTRY: Descended from monkeys, namely his parents, Bubbles and Koko Darwin



BACKGROUND: Geology



FUN FACT: Currently a resident of Hell, where he will be sodomized by apes for eternity



LIFE SPAN: 73 years



ALLIES: Doomed, godless “scientists” “people with a proper education”



ENEMIES: The Religious Right; God



TRADEMARK FIGHTING MOVE: The Flying Elbow of Evolution



EVIDENCE OF EVOLUTION: God sure didn’t make yo mama.



EVOLUTION PARADOX: If we’re descended from monkeys, how come we can’t swing on trees? Because that would be cool.





ADAM





HIS FUNDAMENTAL RELIGIOUS QUESTION: How come that stupid snake had to open its goddamned mouth?



SCUZZY INTERPRETATION OF HIS TEXT: It’s Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.



KEY TO SURVIVAL OF SPECIES: Not pissing God off



COOL BOB DYLAN SONG: “The Gates of Eden”



WHAT HE ART: Dust



SEMINAL WORK: The Fall of Man



INFLUENTIAL VOYAGE: Out of Paradise, to the cursed ground



WACKY IRONY: In “Paradise,” the only woman is your sister, and you can’t get a damn pair of pants.





CHARLES DARWIN





HIS FUNDAMENTAL RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS: How could a beneficent God allow a child to die? Also, if we’re descended from God and not monkeys, how come I love throwing my feces so much?



SCUZZY INTERPRETATION OF HIS TEXT: Eugenics



KEY TO SURVIVAL OF SPECIES: The natural selection of advantageous traits



COOL BOB DYLAN SONG: The unreleased “Mr. Tambourine Monkey”



WHAT HE ART: A chimp with a pen



SEMINAL WORK: The Origin of Species



INFLUENTIAL VOYAGE: Through the Galápagos Islands on the HMS Beagle



WACKY IRONY: Late in life, with that big white beard, Darwin kind of looked like God.





EXPERT ANALYSIS





Declined to comment: God



“Darwin lived to be 73, and he was an invalid for much of his adult life, while Adam lived to be 930, and presumably was doddering in his last few centuries. But it’s only fair to compare them when they were in their prime: in Darwin’s case, when he was between college and the voyage of the Beagle; in Adam’s case, when he was still in the Garden of Eden, before his rib was removed. It seems clear that Darwin would have won their fight then. He was fond of shooting, whereas Adam, as the first man, was obviously inexperienced and unsophisticated with any sort of weaponry, or even with fisticuffs. And as the proverb goes, you should never, ever, bring a naif to a gunfight.”

—Glenn Branch, deputy director, National Center for Science Education (www.ncseweb.org)



“I believe the fight involving Adam vs. Charles Darwin is not representative of Darwin’s actual challenge. The better fight is: ‘Behe vs. Darwin.’ (Author’s note: Michael Behe is a prominent intelligent design advocate and author.) Behe will win because the mechanism postulated by Darwin, random variation acted on by environmental sorting, lacks the capacity to generate the biological information necessary to produce, operate, and maintain living systems.”

—John Calvert, managing director, Intelligent Design Network (www.intelligentdesignnetwork.org)



“The fight starts with Adam kicking Darwin, sending the father of natural selection tumbling in the dust. In severe pain, Darwin feels the ground for anything he might use in his defense. He finds a rib and when Adam pounces on him, Darwin jabs Adam in the eye. Blood gushes forth upon the ground from Adam’s eye socket. In agony, he slips on his own blood and falls next to Darwin, who is still holding the rib. He looks at Darwin through his one good eye and says: ‘I’ve got God on my side. I can’t lose.’ Darwin stands up, brushes himself off, and tosses the rib at Adam’s side. ‘And I’ve got evidence on my side.’ Darwin walks away, hears a hissing sound, smiles, and declares that it was a good day, though too long in coming.”

—Robert Todd Carroll, author, The Skeptic’s Dictionary (www.skepdic.com)



“Adam would beat Darwin—because, as the collective abilities of the human species (combined with technology) increase over the long term, so our individual, personal capabilities decline. Adam must have been the greatest ever human, since he had to do everything that needed to be done, and clearly did it well enough to enjoy unparalleled reproductive success. (I’m assuming that there were other Adams around at the time, whom he outcompeted—and who notably failed to win Eve’s favor.)”

—Bruce Charlton, editor of Medical Hypotheses magazine, author of The Modernization Imperative, and champion of the theory of psychological neoteny, which states that it is advantageous in both science and modern life to have a personality type characterized by prolonged youthfulness



“It’s very simple and logical. Adam can never win. It’s the basic theory of Lovism: The only powers left to a man after he says, ‘I love you,’ are the powers to take out the garbage. Fighting is for the single.”

—Keith and the Girl, hosts of the free comedy show and podcast found at www.keithandthegirl.com



“A quick fight. When Adam drops his fig leaf to strike, Charles Darwin, a proper Victorian gentleman of notoriously poor health, will die of shame.”

—Matthew Polly, author, American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch





THE FIGHT





A tanned, buff Darwin, who has been training with his ape brothers, is ready for combat, but Adam is a no-show, and the judges are beginning to suspect he may just be a metaphor for humanity. Then, by intelligent design, the first man appears out of nowhere, accompanied by his promoter, an evil snake. The snake hands Darwin a copy of Michael Behe’s The Edge of Evolution: The Search for the Limits of Darwinism. Darwin is fascinated to discover what a naive dope he is, and becomes so engrossed in the book he doesn’t notice God rearing back to kick him in the balls.





THE WINNER





ADAM (KO)
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SANTA





ORIGIN: Variation of a Dutch fairy tale based on St. Nicholas, a bishop from the former Asia Minor who helped the needy and suffering by getting them PS3s



ALIASES: Father Christmas; Kris Kringle; Saint Nick



OCCUPATION: Brings toys to all good little boys and girls, so long as they’re Gentiles



RESIDENCE: In the North Pole; in the hearts of Gentile children everywhere



ALSO FOUND IN: Department stores



ALLIES: Reindeer; Mrs. Claus; anybody selling anything



ENEMIES: Those who don’t believe in magic and wonder and joy



DEFENDERS: Stress the importance of lying to kids early.



VALUE TO CHILDREN: Gives them hope, makes them behave.



DOES HE EXIST?: Yes, Virginia.





SATAN





ORIGIN: Fallen angel, like Dana Plato



ALIASES: The Devil; The Antichrist; Beelzebub; Lord of the Flies; Mephistopheles, The Blasphemer; Prince of Darkness; El Diablo; His Infernal Majesty; like a thousand other things you could totally name your rock band



OCCUPATION: Ruler of the Underworld; Marlboro ad exec in charge of youth marketing



RESIDENCE: Hell



ALSO FOUND IN: Your evil heart



ALLIES: Hitler; Stalin; that bartender who cut you off when you weren’t even really drunk



ENEMIES: The Righteous



DEFENDERS: Say that without evil there can be no good.



VALUE TO CHILDREN: Scares the crap out of them, makes them behave.



DOES HE EXIST?: You’ll find out if you keep masturbating.





SANTA





CRITICIZED FOR: The commercialization of Jesus’ birthday; revealing humanity’s irrepressible greed



BIBLICAL REFERENCE: Luke 4:50—“He who behaveth like a good little boy shall receive an action figure of the Spider-Man.”



SONGS: The extremely corny “Here Comes Santa Claus” “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town”



VEHICLE: Reindeer-powered sleigh



NOT RECOGNIZED BY: Non-Christians and other assholes



CONSPIRATORIAL CLAIM: That Santa is a hidden representation of Satan, with their being anagrams



TROUBLING QUESTION #1: Why does he give the most to those who need it the least?



TROUBLING QUESTION #2: Where does he park the reindeer?



FOLLOWERS: Hang out in shopping malls.





SATAN





CRITICIZED FOR: Relaxing strict residency requirements in Hell for atheists, gays



BIBLICAL REFERENCE: Ephesians 2:2—“the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.”



SONGS: The completely awesome “Sympathy for the Devil” “Hell’s Bells” “Highway to Hell” “Hellhound on My Trail” “Running with the Devil” “Way Down in the Hole” and even “Hell Is for Children” if no one is around to make fun of you.



VEHICLE: SUV



NOT RECOGNIZED BY: Folks who don’t mind an eternity of hellfire



CONSPIRATORIAL CLAIM: That he only exists to sell Judas Priest and Marilyn Manson records



TROUBLING QUESTION #1: Does he exist independently of God?



TROUBLING QUESTION #2: If Heaven is supposed to be so great, why does Hell get the people who throw the best parties?



FOLLOWERS: Hang out in shopping malls.





EXPERT ANALYSIS





“My sensible money’s on Satan. He’s the Dark Prince, the Father of Lies, the Lord of the Underworld. He has plagues, demonic hordes of the damned, and the power of Temptation itself at his disposal. Santa Claus is, in the final analysis, just Santa. He knows if you’ve been bad or good, though his ability to do anything with that information seems limited. So it’s a foregone conclusion—Old Nick beats Saint Nick. But secretly I’m rooting for Santa Claus.”

—Dale Dobson, humorist for Cracked, National Lampoon, and Yankee Pot Roast



“One would think that Satan would have a clear advantage in this battle, what with the eternal fires of hell in his grasp, but you can’t count out Santa. This is a man who has lived for thousands of years on a steady diet of rancid milk and stale cookies, yet he’s still able to muster the strength to soar through the air in the middle of a cold winter night. So what if the two decided to go head to head? Didn’t you ever hear that song about how Santa’s “gonna find out who’s naughty or nice”? Well, who’s naughtier than Satan? Santa won’t give him coal, he’ll give him an ass-whuppin’ instead. Beelzebub may be a beefcake for all I know, but Santa has the belly of a Sumo and that’s just not something the prince of darkness is prepared to tango with. Santa would eat him for breakfast, crap him out, wrap the remains in a gift box and give them to some unfortunate kid who was ‘naughty’ to teach him a lesson. Ho, ho, ho!”

—Roger Barr, www.i-mockery.com



“My first instinct is to vote for the horned wonder. He’s been doling out beatings since before mankind roamed this ball of dirt. Moreover, if Santa has any notions of this being a fair fight, you would think the devil, who is not constrained by such petty concerns, would have it in the bag. However, one cannot overlook the advantage of Santa’s Elves. These crafty little bastards are industrious, and have no qualms about being dishonest. After all, they stamp ‘Made in China’ on most of the toys they make…You may think that’s a minor point, but think of all the headaches it caused for Mattel. How many of those ‘Chinese’ toys made with lead-based paint actually came out of Santa’s workshop? Seems like the fat man and his diminutive crew are taking a hardline against bad kids…

“Sure, Satan has the damned on his side, but can a few Enron executives really stack up against the genius behind the largest toy recall in history? The only thing I can say with any degree of certainty is that the winner of this match will be wearing a red suit and will have a very annoying laugh. Talk to your bookie and see what the odds are. If they’re in favor of Satan, bet on Santa and look for Satan to take a dive and collect his winnings.”

—Ben Schulz, Satanist and webmaster of www.devilzown.com



“Satan—known as the Prince of Darkness and Lord of this world—might be assumed to have the edge in a physical encounter. The fallen, but formerly most beautiful, angel who was second only to his supposed creator would be expected to wield powers far greater than a pudgy elderly fellow who hobnobs with toy making little folk and flying reindeer. Having been the commander of legions of rebel angels, “The Man Downstairs” would be expected to have more experience in combat situations. Of course, if the conflict were sumo-styled and both were considered to be roughly the same height, the northern chap might have a weight advantage that could turn the tide in his favor.”

—Peter H. Gilmore, high priest, Church of Satan (www.churchofsatan.com)





THE FIGHT





While Santa knows when you’ve been sleeping and knows when you’re awake, Satan knows you’ll fucking kill if it means you’ll get what you want. So he enlists an army of children disappointed with their Christmas presents, promising them all they’ll get a gift they’ll never forget if they help him defeat Father Christmas. Millions of little warriors rip off Santa’s limbs and feed them to him, and don’t even ask what happens to the helpers and reindeer. Satan gives all the kids herpes and condemns them to Hell.





THE WINNER





SATAN (KO)





End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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