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A Note from Mary Pope Osborne About the
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!”—Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.”—John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!”—Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.”—Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!”—Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!”—Paula H., teacher
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The story of Rome begins with a legend. According to the legend, the god Mars had twin boys named Romulus and Remus. The boys were abandoned on the banks of the river Tiber. A wolf found the babies and nursed them like a mother with her own milk. Later, a kind shepherd took them home to his wife and raised the boys as his sons.
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When Romulus and Remus grew up, they decided to build a city on the spot where they had been found. A fight broke out over who would be in charge of the city. Romulus killed Remus. Legend has it that Romulus went on to found the city of Rome and named it for himself.

The real story of ancient Rome is a bit different. Rome was actually founded over 3,000 years ago. Farmers and fishermen settled on hills near the river Tiber in what is now Italy. These small hill settlements grew into a town.

The river Tiber helped the village grow. Salt marshes surrounded parts of the river near the town. Salt was a valuable trading item. The Romans traveled up and down the river, trading salt and other goods with neighboring tribes.
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The Romans formed a small army. They began to fight for the land of other groups in the region. At first, the battles were small. But as the Romans gained land and power, all of Italy fell under Roman control. As the years passed, the armies of Rome went on to conquer Greece and the peoples living in what is now Austria and France. In less than 300 years, the Romans had conquered most of western Europe. They also conquered Britain and much of North Africa and the Middle East.

Roman lands spread out over two and a half million square miles. The people the Romans ruled included Egyptians, Jews, Greeks, Germans, Celts, and Syrians.

753–509 BC: Age of Kings

Stories tell us that in the beginning, ancient Rome was ruled by kings. Many people believe that was true. The kings’ rule may have lasted for over 200 years. But the Romans were unhappy with their last king, Tarquin. They overthrew him and set up a republic. From then on, the Romans never wanted another king as their ruler.

509–31 BC: Roman Republic

A republic is a form of government where no one person has complete control. In the Roman Republic, the people had some say in their government. They elected two men called consuls to replace the king. The consuls could only hold office for one year. Both men had to agree on every decision.
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The government also included a group of powerful men called senators. Senators served in the Senate and advised the consuls. By the end of the fourth century BC, senators served for life.
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In the beginning, the Senate had 300 members. Later, there were as many as 800.



Ordinary citizens served together in groups called assemblies (uh-SEM-bleez). The assemblies met at least once a year to elect public officials and whenever they needed to pass laws. Women and slaves and people who were not from Rome could not vote.

27 BC–AD 476: Age of Emperors

After the republic ended, emperors (EM-pur-urz) ruled Rome. An emperor was like a king with great powers. Some emperors were worshiped like gods. The Senate and the assemblies still existed, but the emperor was really in charge.
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It was dangerous to be a Roman emperor. Many were murdered by their enemies.



After an emperor died, one of his relatives usually became the next emperor.
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The Romans

In ancient Rome, people were divided into three groups: patricians (puh-TRIH-shunz), plebeians (pluh-BEE-unz), and slaves. Patricians were rich citizens who owned land and had many slaves. Many patricians were powerful leaders in government or the military.

The plebeians were not patricians. They were mostly ordinary Roman citizens such as shopkeepers and craftsmen. Some plebeians were wealthy. But in the beginning of the republic, they did not have as much power as the patricians.
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Plebeians could serve in the assemblies.



There were also many poor plebeians in Rome without jobs. They depended on the charity of the patricians.

For many years, the plebeians resented the power of the patricians. They wanted more say in the government. Later, plebeians were allowed to become consuls and gained much of the power that only the patricians once had.

Slaves made up a large part of the population. They had no rights and were not allowed to vote. Although some families treated their slaves almost like family, some slaves lived hard lives. Many did not have much education, but others did and acted as tutors to the family. Many slaves were captured in wars or sold by their poor parents for money. Slaves could save money and buy their own freedom.
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Wealthy families owned as many as 500 slaves.
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In the third century, Roman lands stretched from the cool and rainy coasts of Britain to the burning sands of Egypt.
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