


[image: image]





[image: image]


CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE

DEDICATION

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

LIST OF MAPS

BIOGRAPHIES

CHRONOLOGY

PROLOGUE

 

	1	·	Young Frontiersman · May 1741 – February 1753

	2	·	The Ohio · October 1753 – January 1754

	3	·	Fort Necessity · January – October 1754

	4	·	Braddock · January – July 1755

	5	·	The Virginia Regiment · July 1755 – January 1759

	6	·	Call to Arms · 1759 – 1775

	7	·	Boston · June 1775 – March 1776

	8	·	New York · March – August 1776

	9	·	Retreat · September – December 1776

	10	·	Redemption · Trenton; December 1776

	11	·	Princeton · December 1776 – January 1777

	12	·	Philadelphia · December 1776 – September 1777

	13	·	Germantown · September – October 1777

	14	·	Valley Forge · December 1777 – May 1778

	15	·	Monmouth · May – June 1778

	16	·	The Dark Before the Dawn · 1778 – 1781

	17	·	Victory · September 1780 – December 1783

	18	·	Old Soldier · 1784 – 1799

	19	·	First in War?


NOTES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

COPYRIGHT PAGE



To my parents, 

Alan and Shelbia Lengel



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

ONCE UPON A TIME, many historians thought there was nothing new to be learned about George Washington. The Papers of George Washington documentary editing project proved them wrong. Established at the University of Virginia in 1969 by the late Donald Jackson, the project began with a comprehensive search for Washington documents in public and private repositories all over the world. Since then it has amassed a collection of photographic copies of some 135,000 documents, including letters written to and from Washington; his diaries, accounts, school exercises, and miscellaneous personal papers; and reports, returns, and other administrative materials relating to his careers in the military and in politics. The search continues, and the project turns up new documents almost monthly. At the time of writing, the project has transcribed, annotated, and published fifty-two volumes of Washington’s papers, with another forty yet to go.

Since 1996 it has been my privilege to work at the Papers of George Washington, first as a graduate student and now as an associate editor. The privilege comes not just from access to the project’s unparalleled collection of documents and research materials, but also from working with such a group of fine scholars and good people. My list of debts at the project, both intellectual and personal, includes Ted Crackel, Frank E. Grizzard, Jr., David R. Hoth, Beverly H. Runge, Christine Sternberg Patrick, Philander D. Chase, Beverly S. Kirsch, James E. Guba, Daniel B. Smith, and Adam Jortner. I am particularly grateful to W. W. Abbot, editor emeritus, who continues to inspire as a mentor, scholar, and friend; and to J.C.A. Stagg, editor in chief of the Papers of James Madison, for his help and encouragement as I struggled to find time to finish writing this book. Thanks must also go to the Papers of George Washington project’s primary sources of financial support, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Historical Publications and Records Commission, the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, and the University of Virginia.

Several scholars read drafts of my book at various stages in its writing, and while none of them are responsible for its shortcomings, all of them saved me from embarrassing gaffes and helped make the book better than it was. My heartfelt thanks go to Peter Henriques, emeritus professor at George Mason University; Don Higginbotham of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Frank E. Grizzard, Jr., of the Papers of George Washington; and Guy Chet of the University of North Texas. I also appreciate the encouragement and advice on research, writing, and interpretation given by John Whiteclay Chambers II of Rutgers University, John P. Resch of the University of New Hampshire at Manchester, Gary Wheeler Stone of Monmouth Battlefield State Park, David R. Hoth of the Papers of George Washington, Patricia Brady, Mike Hill, and Ed Crews; and the folks at the Society for Military History and the Association for Documentary Editing.

I cannot adequately express my gratitude to Rick Britton, cartographer and creator of the wonderful series of maps that grace this volume. His artistry, skill, and patience have been on constant display as he balanced contradictory sources, complicated maneuvers, and squiggly colonial road systems, to make visual sense out of my sometimes opaque summaries of Washington’s battles. Rick would have made a fine addition to General George Washington’s military staff!

Writing well is a skill not easily acquired, particularly for one who has spent years writing only for academics. I was fortunate to polish my rough edges under the tutelage of the fine team of editors at Random House, who rapped my knuckles when I wrote astray and patiently worked to clarify my prose. I would like to offer particular thanks to my editor Will Murphy, and to Robert Loomis, Ed Cohen, Benjamin Dreyer, Dennis Ambrose, and Fleetwood Robbins. Thanks also to my indefatigable agent Peter Matson, and to Patricia Hass, who seized on the idea of a military life of George Washington and helped the book to get off the ground.

My deepest gratitude is reserved for my family: my father, Alan, who always believed I would be a writer; my mother, Shelbia, who read and edited every word of the manuscript, making it much better; my wife, Laima, who encouraged me to write and wouldn’t let me give up even when I became absolutely convinced of my incompetence; my brother, Eric, who bragged about me to his friends; my brother-in-law, Julius, who took that nifty snapshot of me in Gdansk; my son Mike, who couldn’t wait to show this book to his class; my daughter, Laura, and the girls on her soccer team, who welcomed me as their coach and kept me distracted from the foibles of the grown-up world; and my son Tomas, who by pushing all my buttons helped to keep me both awake and alive.



LIST OF MAPS

WASHINGTON ON THE FRONTIER

WAR IN THE EASTERN U.S.

SIEGE OF BOSTON

LONG ISLAND

MANHATTAN

NEW JERSEY CAMPAIGNS

BATTLE OF TRENTON

BATTLE OF PRINCETON

PHILADELPHIA CAMPAIGN

BATTLE OF BRANDYWINE

BATTLE OF GERMANTOWN

DELAWARE CAMPAIGN

VALLEY FORGE

BATTLE OF MONMOUTH

SIEGE OF YORKTOWN



BIOGRAPHIES

JOHN ADAMS (1753–1826) Massachusetts delegate to the Second Continental Congress who formally introduced Washington to that assembly as a potential commander-in-chief in June 1775. His opinion of Washington’s military acumen subsequently declined somewhat, although he was never a vehement critic. Adams later served as Washington’s vice-president (1789–97); as president during the Quasi-War with France (1798–99) he nominated Washington commander-in-chief of the army and then quarreled with him over the ranking of the army’s major generals.

WILLIAM ALEXANDER (1726–1783) New Jersey native known as Lord Stirling because of his claim to an English title. A veteran of the French and Indian War and an acquaintance of Washington, Alexander was appointed colonel of the First New Jersey Regiment in November 1775. He rose to the rank of brigadier general in March 1776 and became a major general in February 1777. Captured at the Battle of Long Island in August 1776, he returned to service in time to see action at Brandywine (September 1777), Germantown (October 1777), and Monmouth (June 1778). Stubborn and courageous, he was one of Washington’s better officers.

BENEDICT ARNOLD (1741–1801) A well-educated, handsome, wealthy, and mercurial businessman from New Haven, Connecticut, Arnold established his military reputation by capturing the British garrison at Ticonderoga, New York, together with Ethan Allen in May 1775. Washington made his acquaintance a few months later and sent Arnold, a newly commissioned colonel, on an expedition to Canada that autumn. That expedition ended in disaster, but Washington continued to hold him in high regard and finally convinced Congress to commission Arnold a major general in the spring of 1777. Arnold subsequently played a major role in the victory at Saratoga in October 1777, an action for which Horatio Gates received all the public credit. This and other perceived slights finally drove Arnold into a treasonous correspondence with the British that ended in a failed attempt to betray the American garrison at West Point in September 1780. Arnold was subsequently commissioned a brigadier general in the British army and, an unquestionably talented commander, led raids on Connecticut and Virginia. He left Yorktown before its capitulation in October 1781—thus avoiding capture and certain execution—and moved to England, where he died in bitter obscurity. Washington never forgave Arnold’s perfidy, which he considered not only a betrayal of the nation but a personal affront from a man he had considered his friend.

EDWARD BRADDOCK (c.1695–1755) Longtime British army veteran who came to America in February 1755 as a major general in command of an expeditionary army ordered to destroy French-built Fort Duquesne at what is now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Washington served as Braddock’s aide-de-camp, and watched as the arrogant and ill-tempered general alienated the Americans on whom he depended for supply before blundering with his army into a French and Indian ambush on the Monongahela River in July. Braddock was killed in the battle, but Washington survived and led the remnants of the army back to Fort Cumberland.

THOMAS CONWAY (1733–1795) Irish native who joined the French army in 1747 and served in Europe for twenty-five years before becoming a colonel in 1772. In April 1777 he sailed to America, where he won appointment as a brigadier general, serving with Washington at Brandywine (September 1777) and Germantown (October 1777). Impressed by the boastful Conway’s supposed abilities, Congress appointed him inspector general with the rank of major general in December 1777, but he fell afoul of Washington after criticizing him in a letter to Major General Horatio Gates. Washington subsequently refused to work with Conway, who resigned his commission in April 1778 and later returned to France.

CHARLES CORNWALLIS (1738–1805) Cornwallis had already enjoyed a distinguished military career with the English army in Europe before he sailed to America as a newly minted major general in February 1776. He took part in the Battle of Long Island and subsequent campaigns across Manhattan and New Jersey in August–December 1776, and was about to return to England on leave when he heard of Washington’s victory at Trenton. Washington followed this up by evading Cornwallis’s attempt to trap him east of the Delaware River and attacking Princeton before retreating to safety. Cornwallis got vengeance of a sort in September and October 1777 as a participant in Howe’s victories at Brandywine and Germantown. He fought in the Battle of Monmouth the following summer and then sailed for England to attend to his terminally ill wife. Returning to America in August 1779, he took charge of the British campaign in the southern states, smashing Horatio Gates at Camden, South Carolina, in August 1780 before struggling to overcome Nathanael Greene in a subsequent campaign in the Carolinas. In May 1781 Cornwallis moved north to Virginia, taking post at Yorktown, where, after a siege of six weeks, Washington forced his surrender on October 19th. Paroled to England and exchanged for former president of congress Henry Laurens in May 1782, Cornwallis went on to become viceroy of Ireland and governor general of England. Aggressive, intelligent, and in many ways a much abler commander than Washington, Cornwallis was nevertheless one of Britain’s least successful generals of the war.

ROBERT DINWIDDIE (1693–1770) Born of a wealthy and prominent Scottish family, Dinwiddie left Glasgow in 1721 for the New World, serving in various administrative posts in Bermuda and British North America before taking office as lieutenant governor of Virginia in July 1751. Deeply interested in westward expansion, Dinwiddie made George Washington Virginia’s emissary to the French in the Ohio Valley in October 1753, and in the following year he appointed Washington lieutenant colonel and sent him on a military expedition to the Forks of the Ohio River. This expedition culminated in armed confrontations at Jumonville’s Glen and Fort Necessity, and helped to spark the French and Indian War—an outcome Dinwiddie may have anticipated when he sent Washington to the frontier. Dinwiddie resigned as governor and returned to Britain in 1758. As Washington’s first important political ally, Dinwiddie played a major role in his rise to fame; nevertheless, relations between the two men were often strained.

LORD THOMAS FAIRFAX (1693–1781) Born at Leeds Castle in England, Thomas Fairfax became the sixth Baron Fairfax of Cameron in 1710 after the death of his father. He settled permanently in Virginia in 1747, becoming one of the most powerful men in America by virtue of his control of the sprawling Northern Neck Proprietary. His influence helped to secure Washington’s appointment as surveyor for Culpeper County in July 1749. Washington returned the favor during the Revolutionary War, making sure that Virginia’s revolutionary government did not molest Lord Fairfax’s estates despite his loyalist sympathies.

WILLIAM FAIRFAX (1691–1757) Cousin of Lord Thomas Fairfax and agent for the Northern Neck Proprietary, William Fairfax mentored the young George Washington and helped to secure his first civil and military appointments. William’s daughter, Ann (d.1761), married George Washington’s half brother Lawrence; his son Bryan Fairfax, eighth Baron Fairfax of Cameron (1736–1802), became George’s lifelong friend.

JOHN FORBES (1707–1759) Scottish medical doctor who became colonel of the British Seventeenth Regiment of Foot, rising to the rank of adjutant general and eventually becoming brigadier general in command of the 1758 British expedition against Fort Duquesne. Forbes was a much better general than his predecessor, General Edward Braddock, but he sparred with Colonel George Washington over the choice of a road to Fort Duquesne. Washington nevertheless learned much about military command from Forbes, who died shortly after the victorious conclusion of his expedition.

THOMAS GAGE (c.1719–1787) Entering the British army in the late 1730s, Gage served at the battles of Fontenoy and Culloden before being appointed lieutenant colonel of the Forty-fourth Regiment of Foot in 1751. His regiment was sent to America in 1754, and it was there, during the disastrous Braddock expedition of the following year, that he became acquainted with George Washington. The two men continued to correspond after the campaign was over, and Gage lent support to Washington’s search for a royal commission. In 1761 Gage was promoted to major general, and in 1763 he became commander of the British land forces in North America. In 1770 he was promoted to lieutenant general, and in 1773, when Gage left America for a leave of absence in England, Washington attended his farewell dinner and afterward a private meal with the general and his American wife. Gage returned to America the following year and commanded the British forces at Boston in 1775 when Washington was appointed commander-in-chief, but he was recalled to England in October. He and Washington never corresponded again.

HORATIO GATES (c.1728–1806) An Englishman who served during the French and Indian War as a captain in the British army, Gates became acquainted with Washington during the campaign leading to General Edward Braddock’s defeat in western Pennsylvania in July 1755. Regaining Washington’s acquaintance after settling in western Virginia in 1772, he became adjutant general of the Continental Army in June 1775 and distinguished himself as a military administrator before taking command of the northern American army in New England as a major general in May 1776. His subsequent feuds for primacy in that region with Major General Philip Schuyler earned him a reputation as an intriguer, but after being given credit for the victory over General John Burgoyne at Saratoga, New York, in October 1777, he was viewed by some as an alternative to the struggling George Washington. His relations with the commander-in-chief continued to decline after Congress appointed him president of the Board of War the following year. During his tenure in that office Washington and his aides suspected him and Brigadier General Thomas Conway of being members of a “cabal” that wanted to overthrow the commander-in-chief. Gates evaded the disgrace that subsequently sent Conway packing to France, and continued working in the Continental Army administration until his return to field command culminated in disastrous defeat at the Battle of Camden, South Carolina, in August 1780, effectively ending his military career.

CHRISTOPHER GIST (c.1706–1759) An expert frontiersman from Maryland who served as Washington’s guide during his journey to Fort Le Boeuf in the autumn of 1753, Gist saved Washington from drowning and an apparent assassination attempt on the way back. He accompanied Braddock’s expedition as a guide in the summer of 1755, and later acted as a captain of scouts in Washington’s Virginia Regiment. He died of smallpox in 1759.

NATHANAEL GREENE (1742–1786) This ex-Quaker from Rhode Island became one of Washington’s most valuable and trusted officers. He was appointed a brigadier general in June 1775 and became a major general in August 1776, missing the Battle of Long Island (August 1776) because of illness but serving with distinction at Trenton (December 1776), Princeton (January 1777), Brandywine (September 1777), and Germantown (October 1777). He took over the quartermaster general’s department in March 1778, and did an excellent job of reorganizing that department and revitalizing the army’s logistical system. Greene returned to the field in December 1780, replacing Horatio Gates in command of the southern army. His subsequent campaign against Lord Cornwallis in the Carolinas—including the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in March 1781—is widely recognized as among the most brilliant in American military history.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON (1757–1804) Born the illegitimate son of James Hamilton and Rachel Fawcett Levine in the British island colony of Nevis in the Leeward Islands, Alexander Hamilton went to New York in 1772 to study at King’s College. Two years later he dropped out of school to become a full-time patriot, writing essays in support of the colonial cause against Great Britain. He was appointed captain of a New York artillery company in March 1776, and his service during the retreat across New Jersey that autumn brought him to the attention of the commander-in-chief, who took Hamilton on in March 1777 as an aide-de-camp with the rank of lieutenant colonel. Hamilton quickly became indispensable to Washington, penning many of his most important letters and riding at the commander-in-chief’s side in every major battle. He and Washington became friends, but the confident and quick-tempered Hamilton also had his abrasive side, and following a quarrel during the war the two men were no longer on speaking terms. They made up, however, and in October 1781 Washington acceded to his aide’s desire for battlefield glory by putting him in command of the assault on redoubt number 10 at the Battle of Yorktown. Hamilton returned to New York after Cornwallis’s surrender and entered politics, writing The Federalist with John Jay and James Madison in support of the Constitution that would replace the Articles of Confederation. Hamilton served as President Washington’s secretary of the treasury from 1789 to 1795; and as the two-party system emerged in American politics around the turn of the century, he became known as a forceful and articulate spokesman for the Federalists. He and Washington joined forces one more time in 1798–99 during the Quasi-War with France, when the aging ex-president depended heavily on Hamilton to administer the army of which Washington had been appointed commander-in-chief. Hamilton was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr in 1804.

JOHN HANCOCK (1737–1793) Heir to a mercantile fortune and one of the richest men in Massachusetts, Hancock was elected president of the Second Continental Congress in May 1775. Lacking military experience but extremely ambitious, Hancock angled to be appointed commander-in-chief of the Continental Army in May 1775, only to be beaten out by George Washington. Hancock bore no grudge, however, and cooperated closely with Washington until resigning as president of Congress in October 1777.

WILLIAM HOWE (1729–1814) This British aristocrat entered the army as a cornet in 1746 and rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1759, when he distinguished himself by scaling the Heights of Abraham with a battalion of light troops during Major General James Wolfe’s expedition against Quebec. William Howe and his older brother Richard, who as Lord Howe became commander of the British navy during the Revolutionary War, were also active in British politics; and as Whigs they decried the Lord North government’s punitive measures against the colonies in the early 1770s. Appointed a major general in 1772, William Howe, despite his Whig sympathies, accepted an offer to command troops in North America three years later, and in April 1776 he was named commander-in-chief of the British forces operating in the thirteen colonies. Howe’s conduct in subsequent campaigns and battles through Germantown in October 1777 revealed him to be Washington’s superior as a tactician and also showed his qualities as a military administrator; but his excessive caution in pursuit allowed the Americans to escape from situations in which they might have been annihilated. Howe was popular with his troops, but friction with the government in London led him to resign his command in the autumn of 1777. He returned to England the following spring.

DAVID HUMPHREYS (1752–1818) This Connecticut native and Yale graduate served as an aide-de-camp to Israel Putnam from 1778 until 1780, when he joined Washington’s staff. Humphreys remained with Washington until the end of the war, becoming an indispensable aide and close personal friend. In 1786 he took up residence at Mount Vernon for the purpose of writing his Life of General Washington, which would become the first biography of the great man. Despite being an “official” biography, it provides an unusually detailed and accurate portrait of Washington’s life.

HENRY KNOX (1750–1806) Born in Boston, Knox dropped out of school after his father died and worked in a bookstore to support his mother and younger brother. He opened his own bookstore in Boston when he was only twenty years old. An enthusiastic reader, Knox took a particular interest in military history and devoured every book he could find on the subject. It may have been because of this shared interest that he and Washington became friends after the latter’s arrival at Cambridge as commander-in-chief in June 1775. Impressed by Knox’s intelligence, easy nature, and good judgment, in November of that year Washington agreed to John Adams’s suggestion that the young bookseller should be put in command of the fledgling Continental artillery. Washington never regretted his decision, and Knox, who was promoted to brigadier general in December 1776 and to major general in March 1782, stood by his side in every battle of the war. Knox was also responsible for transforming the Continental artillery into one of the most efficient branches of the American military service. After Washington’s resignation in December 1783, Knox was rewarded with the command of the entire Continental Army, a post in which he served until June of the following year. Knox continued his association with Washington after the end of the Revolutionary War, working with him to found the Society of the Cincinnati and later serving as secretary of war during Washington’s first presidential term. Tragically, their friendship foundered during the Quasi-War with France in 1798 because of Washington’s preference for Alexander Hamilton over Knox as the army’s highest-ranking major general. Knox died in 1806, choking one morning on a chicken bone at breakfast.

MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE (1757–1834) Nobleman born Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch-Gilbert du Motier, marquis de Lafayette, at Chavaniac in Auvergne, France. Although his father had been killed at the Battle of Minden in 1759, the young Lafayette was eager to seek glory in war, and in April 1777 he outfitted a ship that carried him and several other young Frenchmen to America. Lafayette was luckier than most of his countrymen in securing a commission, for Congress promptly appointed him a major general effective July 1777. He was also lucky in securing an immediate audience with Washington, who happened to be in Philadelphia at the time and dined with him at the City Tavern. Lafayette and Washington took an immediate liking to each other, and the commander-in-chief invited the Frenchman to join his staff. Over the following years their relationship grew, with Washington assuming the role of mentor and Lafayette becoming a kind of surrogate son. Lafayette was wounded in the leg while observing the Battle of Brandywine, and a few months later he was given command of a division in the army. In the winter of 1777–78 he fiercely defended Washington against those who spoke of replacing him as commander-in-chief. In May 1778 he extricated his force from a precarious position at Barren Hill, Pennsylvania—Washington had put him there, but Lafayette held no grudge—and the following month he led his troops with distinction at the Battle of Monmouth. Lafayette returned to France in 1778–79 to canvass support for the American cause. After his return to America in 1780 he rejoined Washington’s army, participating in the Yorktown campaign in 1781. Lafayette returned to France after the war, and although he and Washington never saw each other again after 1784 they remained constant correspondents and good friends. Lafayette’s return to America in 1824 and his subsequent tour of the country, which included an emotional visit to Mount Vernon, became a national event.

HENRY LAURENS (1724–1792) Prominent South Carolina patriot who served as president of Congress from October 1777 until 1779, when he was appointed minister to Holland. Captured on his way to Europe, he was imprisoned in the Tower of London until 1781. Congress then appointed him a peace commissioner to Great Britain, and he signed a preliminary peace treaty with his former captors in 1782. He was the father of Washington’s aide John Laurens.

JOHN LAURENS (1754–1782) Educated in Europe, John Laurens, son of President of Congress Henry Laurens, became one of Washington’s aides-de-camp in 1777. He and Alexander Hamilton served as the commander-in-chief’s French translators, and also as go-betweens for Washington and many of the foreign volunteers serving in his army. Dashing and idealistic, John Laurens pressed his father to end slavery and urged Washington to system-atically enlist black troops into his army. He was killed in an insignificant skirmish at Combahee Ferry (South Carolina) in 1782, to Washington’s great sorrow.

CHARLES LEE (1731–1782) Englishman who served as a lieutenant during the French and Indian War before settling in America in 1773. An early contender for the post of commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he settled instead for a commission as major general and became one of Washington’s most trusted officers. He helped to plan the defense of New York in 1776 and served at the Battle of New York in August of that year before being captured by the British under suspicious circumstances during Washington’s retreat through New Jersey. Exchanged in the spring of 1778, he returned to lead the vanguard of the Continental Army during the Battle of Monmouth (June 1778), only to be sacked for misconduct after a disastrous run-in with the commander-in-chief.

HENRY LEE (1756–1818) Born near Dumfries, Virginia, and educated at the College of New Jersey, Henry Lee (known to later generations as “Lighthorse Harry Lee”) was one of the ablest exponents and practitioners of partisan warfare in the Revolutionary War. Appointed captain of a troop of Virginia cavalry in June 1776, Lee joined Washington’s army in February 1777. The commander-in-chief quickly recognized the young officer’s abilities, and gave him and his horsemen practically complete freedom to do as they pleased. This Lee did with relish, raiding British outposts, capturing enemy patrols, and generally making a nuisance of himself to William Howe, who dispatched cavalry parties for the sole purpose of having Lee captured. Lee was promoted to major in April 1778 and lieutenant colonel in November 1780. His command grew, too, becoming a mixed force of cavalry and infantry that was known first as Lee’s Partisan Corps and then Lee’s Legionary Corps. Lee was an active and invaluable participant in Nathanael Greene’s southern campaign of 1781 before he left the army in 1782, going on to serve as a delegate to the Continental Congress (1785–88), governor of Virginia (1791–94), and member of the U.S. Congress (1799–1801). He was the father of Robert E. Lee.

JAMES MCHENRY (1753–1816) Born in Ireland and educated in Dublin, in 1771 McHenry immigrated to Maryland, where he studied medicine under Benjamin Rush. His skill and dedication as a surgeon during the Revolutionary War impressed Washington, who made him an aide shortly before the Monmouth campaign in 1778. McHenry served loyally under Washington for two years, joining Lafayette’s staff in 1780 and retiring from the army in 1781. After the war he had a successful career in politics, serving as a Maryland delegate to the Continental Congress (1783–86) and as secretary of war under Washington and John Adams (1796–1800). Although he liked McHenry personally, in later years Washington seems to have decided that the gentle Irishman was a bit softheaded, and he made no secret of his belief that McHenry was an incompetent secretary of war.

WILLIAM MAXWELL (c.1733–1796) This hard-drinking Scotsman settled in New Jersey as a teenager and served as a soldier in a British regiment during Braddock’s defeat in 1755. In October 1775 he was appointed colonel of the American Second New Jersey Regiment. His dedicated service during fighting in Canada led to his promotion to brigadier general a year later. He commanded Washington’s light infantry during the Philadelphia campaign of 1777, and despite allegations of drunkenness he continued in service until July 1780, when he resigned.

THOMAS MIFFLIN (1744–1800) Philadelphia Quaker and merchant educated at the College of Pennsylvania who became one of the most radical American patriots at the beginning of the Revolutionary War. Mifflin served during the summer of 1775 as one of Washington’s aides-de-camp before becoming quartermaster general of the Continental Army, a post in which he remained until the autumn of 1777. That winter, Mifflin became one of Washington’s bitterest critics, and he was associated with Thomas Conway and Horatio Gates in the so-called Conway cabal. He served briefly in 1778 on the Board of War and as a division commander in the Continental Army, but allegations of misconduct led to his resigning from the army in February 1779. Mifflin’s political career quickly revived, however, and he became president of the Continental Congress in 1783. Ironically, he accepted Washington’s commission upon his resignation as commander-in-chief at the end of the war.

DANIEL MORGAN (c.1735–1802) The son of a Pennsylvania ironmaster and first cousin of Daniel Boone, Morgan served as a teamster during the 1755 Braddock expedition, in the course of which he suffered five hundred lashes for striking back at a British officer who had hit him, and lost half of his teeth after taking an Indian bullet through the mouth. After the French and Indian War ended he lived as a successful farmer in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. In June 1775 he was appointed captain of a Virginia rifle company. He led the vanguard of Benedict Arnold’s march on Quebec that autumn, earning fame as an expert frontiersman and a canny and fearless fighter. Morgan joined the main American army after being commissioned colonel of the Eleventh Virginia Regiment in November 1776. Washington immediately recognized his skill as an irregular fighter, giving him, like Henry Lee, substantial freedom to operate with detachments of riflemen against the British. It was with great reluctance that the commander-in-chief agreed to detach Morgan to reinforce Horatio Gates in the autumn of 1777, but Morgan went on to play a decisive role in the Battle of Saratoga in October of that year, rejoining Washington at Valley Forge and during the Monmouth campaign in 1778. He demonstrated his mastery of irregular warfare again during the southern campaign, in 1780–81, when he commanded an elite brigade of light troops. Morgan was one of the outstanding American officers of the war.

TIMOTHY PICKERING (1745–1829) A Massachusetts native and Harvard graduate, Pickering prospered as a lawyer until the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, when he became colonel of the Essex County Militia. Though a newcomer to the military life, Pickering proved remarkably adept at training his troops and wrote a drill manual titled An Easy Plan of Discipline for a Militia, which he presented to Washington. As a result, in 1777 Washington had Pickering appointed adjutant general of the Continental Army; but he served in that post for only a few months before Congress transferred him to the Board of War. Pickering subsequently served as a very efficient quartermaster general from 1780 until 1785, and during Washington’s presidency he was given several important federal appointments, becoming secretary of war in 1795. Though intelligent, Pickering also had a spiteful streak and denigrated almost everyone with whom he worked, including Washington, behind their backs.

ISRAEL PUTNAM (1718–1790) This French and Indian War veteran from Connecticut was appointed major general in June 1775 and commanded troops at the siege of Boston (1775–76) and the Battle of Long Island (August 1776). Though popular in New England, his military abilities were modest, and he left the army after suffering a stroke in 1779.

JOSEPH REED (1741–1785) A successful New Jersey lawyer educated at the College of New Jersey and London’s Inns of Court, in 1774–75 Reed became known as one of the most articulate and passionate spokesmen for the patriot cause. He met Washington at the First Continental Congress, and the two got on so well that Washington asked Reed to become his first military secretary in 1775. Reed served as adjutant general from early 1776 until January 1777, when he left the army to enter Pennsylvania politics, becoming president of the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council in 1778. Reed’s criticism of the commander-in-chief’s conduct during the campaign of 1776 and the loss of Fort Washington in the autumn of that year strained their friendship, but they later made up their differences.

COMTE DE ROCHAMBEAU (1725–1807) Born Jean-Baptiste-Donatien de Vimeur, comte de Rochambeau, at Vendôme, France, this career officer was appointed lieutenant general in 1780. In the same year he took command of a French army that landed at Rhode Island and subsequently linked up with Washington to conduct offensive operations against the British. Rochambeau treated Washington with deference and respect, going along at first with the American’s wrongheaded plans for an attack on New York and then acceding to a change of plans that sent the Franco-American army marching to Virginia instead. Rochambeau and Washington continued their cooperation during the siege of Yorktown, and shared victory there in October 1781.

WILLIAM SMALLWOOD (1732–1792) A Maryland native and French and Indian War veteran who was appointed colonel of the First Maryland Regiment in January 1776, Smallwood rose to the rank of brigadier general later that year. Washington found him a useful officer during the Philadelphia campaign in 1777, frequently deferring to his local knowledge and putting him in charge of the unruly Maryland and Delaware militias. Smallwood served with distinction during the southern campaign of 1780–81 and later became a three-term governor of Maryland.

ADAM STEPHEN (c.1718–1791) Scottish doctor who settled in Virginia and became a captain in the Virginia Regiment in 1754, serving with Washington at Fort Necessity and subsequently earning promotion to lieutenant colonel before he accompanied Braddock’s doomed expedition to the Monongahela River in July 1755. Stephen became Washington’s second in command in the reformed Virginia Regiment later that year, and proved immensely helpful in transforming the unit into an efficient military force. Cranky and tenacious, Stephen was also a steady ally for Washington in his disputes with civilian officials and the British military hierarchy. In 1761, three years after Washington’s resignation, he took command of the Virginia Regiment. War brought the two men together again in 1775, with Stephen rising from the rank of colonel in February 1776 to major general in February 1777, when he took command of one of the divisions in Washington’s army. Unfortunately their close association did not last, for although Stephen performed reasonably well at Brandywine and Germantown, his heavy drinking led to his dismissal from the army after a court-martial in November 1777—a dismissal that Stephen blamed on Washington. For his part, Washington seems to have had second thoughts about Stephen’s abilities as a field commander. The two men never spoke again after Stephen left the army.

LORD STIRLING see William Alexander.

JOHN SULLIVAN (1740–1795) New Hampshire lawyer who became a brigadier general in the Continental Army in June 1775 and a major general in August 1776, when he led troops at the Battle of Long Island. He was captured there, and after his exchange he returned to the army to participate in the battles of Trenton (December 1776), Brandywine (September 1777), and Germantown (October 1777). He led an expedition against the Iroquois Indians in 1779 before resigning from the army in November of that year.

TANACHARISON (c.1700–1754) Seneca Indian chief, also known as the Half-King, who sided—at least apparently—with Great Britain in its dispute with France over the Ohio Country in the early 1750s. Tanacharison accompanied Washington’s expedition to Fort Le Boeuf in the autumn of 1753, and the following spring he guided Washington to his ambush of a French force under Jumonville, whom the chief reportedly killed. Tanacharison was subsequently disowned by his Indian allies and failed to aid Washington at Fort Necessity. He died a few months later of acute alcoholism.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, SR. (1710–1785) Appointed governor of Connecticut in 1769, Trumbull was the only colonial governor to side with America against the British in the Revolutionary War. At first he bristled at Washington’s peremptory demands for support, but the two men quickly made up their differences and cooperated closely for the duration of the war. Trumbull resigned as governor in 1784 and died the following year.

ARTEMAS WARD (1727–1800) A native of Massachusetts, Ward contended for the post of commander-in-chief of the Continental Army before his appointment as major general and Washington’s second in command at Boston in June 1775. He quarreled with Washington, and after the British evacuation of Boston in March 1776 he never again commanded troops in the field.

AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON (1694–1743) George Washington resembled his father, Augustine, in many respects, from his tall and athletic appearance, to his love of farming and success as a land speculator, to the manner of his death. By all accounts a soft-spoken and caring father, Augustine, upon his death in 1743, left his son George bereaved but in possession of valuable property at Fredericksburg, Virginia, that would later be called Ferry Farm.

LAWRENCE WASHINGTON (c.1718–1752) George Washington’s elder half brother and role model, Lawrence tutored him in manners and deportment and taught him to love the military life. Lawrence was himself a veteran of the War of Jenkins’ Ear, serving as a captain in the American Regiment during the siege of Cartagena in the spring of 1741. Lawrence’s marriage in July 1743 to Ann Fairfax connected him to one of the most powerful families in Virginia, and he exploited that connection to further George’s career as a surveyor. He also connived in a family plot in 1746 to send George to sea with the British navy, but his plans fortunately fell through. His death in 1752 left George the residuary heir to Mount Vernon.

MARTHA DANDRIDGE CUSTIS WASHINGTON (1731–1802) Daughter of John and Frances Jones Dandridge of New Kent County, Virginia, Martha Dandridge married the wealthy planter Daniel Parke Custis in June 1749. She bore four children before Daniel died in July 1757, leaving her one of the richest, and therefore most desirable, widows in the colony. George Washington’s marriage to her in January 1759 was a social coup comparable to his half brother Lawrence’s marriage to Ann Fairfax in July 1743. But whatever it may have been at first, the union of George and Martha Washington became one of deep and enduring love, marked by mutual support and respect. Martha stayed with her husband for much of the Revolutionary War, joining him at headquarters and helping him through some of his most difficult moments. During the trying winter encampment at Valley Forge in 1777–78 she is said to have helped care for sick soldiers, and she became popular throughout the army. While Martha may not have been the key to her husband’s greatness, she certainly played a very large part in it.

MARY BALL WASHINGTON (c.1708–1789) George Washington’s devoted and strong-willed mother played an important role in his development as a child and young man, overseeing the family estates after her husband Augustine’s death and managing her children’s education. George came to resent his mother’s interference in his life, however, and after the French and Indian War their relationship gradually grew more distant.

ANTHONY WAYNE (1745–1796) Born near Paoli in Chester County, Pennsylvania, as a child Anthony Wayne played incessantly at war, leading other boys in mock battles and building elaborate redoubts. His love of the military life continued as he became an adult, and when the Revolutionary War began he eagerly joined the Continental Army. He was commissioned colonel of the Fourth Pennsylvania Regiment in January 1776, and that spring he first saw action at the Battle of Trois Rivières in Canada. He was promoted to brigadier general in February 1777 and joined Washington’s army, where he became known as a strict disciplinarian, an able tactician, and a bold and fearless leader. Wayne fought effectively at the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth, but on September 20, 1777, he allowed a British raiding party to surprise his camp near his home at Paoli, Pennsylvania, and massacre dozens of his soldiers. Wayne learned from this mistake but lost nothing of his aggressiveness, which eventually earned him the sobriquet “Mad Anthony.” His daring and successful attack on a British bastion at Stony Point, New York, in July 1779 won him the thanks of Congress and the respect of Washington, whom Wayne had once regarded as overly cautious but eventually came to admire. Wayne went on to participate in the siege of Yorktown. After the war he dabbled in politics before President Washington called on him to lead an expedition against the Iroquois, a commission that Wayne carried out successfully in a campaign that culminated in the Battle of Fallen Timbers, Ohio, in August 1794.



CHRONOLOGY

	1732	 	February 22	George Washington’s birth (Gregorian calendar).

	1739	 	 	American Regiment formed for service in War of Jenkins’ Ear; Lawrence Washington, George’s elder half brother, becomes captain in regiment.

	1741	 	March–April	Defeat of British land-sea force at Cartagena.

	1743	 	January	Lawrence Washington returns home.

	 	 	April 12	Death of George’s father, Augustine Washington.

	1746	 	 	George considers running away to join British navy.

	1748	 	March–April	Washington’s surveying trip to Virginia frontier.

	1751	 	September–December	George and Lawrence in Barbados.

	1752	 	July 26	Lawrence Washington’s death.

	1753	 	February	George becomes adjutant of Virginia’s Southern District; some months later he is appointed adjutant of Northern District.

	 	 	October–January 1754	Washington serves as Virginia’s emissary to French in Ohio country.

	1754	 	March	Washington is appointed lieutenant colonel of Virginia Regiment.

	 	 	April	Washington leads regiment to frontier.

	 	 	May 28	Washington defeats French at Jumonville’s Glen.

	 	 	July 4	Capitulation of Fort Necessity.

	1755	 	March	Washington is appointed aide-de-camp to British general Edward Braddock.

	 	 	April	Braddock leads force toward frontier.

	 	 	July 9	Braddock’s defeat on Monongahela River.

	 	 	August	Washington is appointed colonel and commander of Virginia Regiment; he commences training the regiment as a regular force.

	1756	 	February–March	Washington travels to Boston to seek royal commission.

	1758	 	March–May	General John Forbes takes command of Anglo-American expeditionary force; Second Virginia Regiment formed and placed under Washington’s command.

	 	 	September 14	Major James Grant’s force of British and Virginians defeated near Fort Duquesne.

	 	 	October 25–26	Treaty of Easton (Pennsylvania) concludes peace between Britain and Ohio Indians.

	 	 	November 12	Washington and his Virginians engage French raiders near Loyalhanna, Pennsylvania.

	 	 	November 23	French destroy and abandon Fort Duquesne.

	 	 	December	Washington resigns command of Virginia Regiment.

	1759	 	January 6	Washington marries Martha Custis.

	 	 	February	Washington takes seat in Virginia House of Burgesses.

	1774	 	July	Washington and other burgesses promulgate Fairfax Resolves; he is elected delegate to First Continental Congress.

	 	 	September–October	Washington attends First Continental Congress in Philadelphia.

	1775	 	March	Washington is elected delegate to Second Continental Congress.

	 	 	April 19	Battles of Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts.

	 	 	May 9	Washington arrives in Philadelphia to attend Congress.

	 	 	June 15	Congress elects Washington commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.

	 	 	June 17	Battle of Bunker Hill.

	 	 	July 2	Washington arrives at Cambridge, Massachusetts, and takes command of Continental Army.

	 	 	September–December	Benedict Arnold’s Canadian expedition.

	1776	 	March 4–5	Americans occupy Dorchester Heights, overlooking Boston.

	 	 	March 17	British evacuate Boston.

	 	 	April 13	Washington arrives in New York.

	 	 	July 2	British land on Staten Island.

	 	 	July 4	Declaration of Independence.

	 	 	August 27	Battle of Long Island.

	 	 	August 29–30	American army evacuated from Brooklyn Heights to Manhattan.

	 	 	September 12–15	Washington evacuates Manhattan.

	 	 	September 15	Battle of Kip’s Bay; British occupy Manhattan.

	 	 	September 16	Battle of Harlem Heights, New York.

	 	 	September 21	Manhattan fire.

	 	 	October 17	Washington retreats from Harlem Heights.

	 	 	October 28	Battle of White Plains.

	 	 	November 16	British capture Fort Washington, New York.

	 	 	November–December	Washington’s retreat across New Jersey.

	 	 	December	British occupy Newport, Rhode Island.

	 	 	December 7–8	Washington’s army crosses Delaware River into Pennsylvania.

	 	 	December 26	Battle of Trenton (New Jersey).

	1777	 	January 3	Battle of Princeton (New Jersey).

	 	 	May–June	Washington and Howe maneuver in New Jersey.

	 	 	July 8–23	British army embarks fleet and leaves coast at Sandy Hook, New Jersey.

	 	 	August 25	British land at Head of Elk, Maryland.

	 	 	September 3	Battle of Cooch’s Bridge (Delaware).

	 	 	September 11	Battle of Brandywine (Pennsylvania).

	 	 	September 16	"Battle of the Clouds.”

	 	 	September 26	British occupy Philadelphia.

	 	 	October 4	Battle of Germantown (Pennsylvania).

	 	 	October 17	Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga, New York.

	 	 	November 15–16	Americans evacuate Fort Mifflin, Pennsylvania, opening Delaware River to British ships.

	 	 	December 19	American army establishes winter quarters at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

	1778	 	May 4	Congress ratifies alliance with France.

	 	 	June 18	British evacuate Philadelphia and begin retreat across New Jersey; Washington’s army leaves Valley Forge and follows.

	 	 	June 28	Battle of Monmouth (New Jersey).

	 	 	June 29–July 5	British army evacuates from Sandy Hook, New Jersey, to New York.

	 	 	July 29–August 31	Failed Franco-American attack on British-occupied Newport, Rhode Island.

	 	 	December	British capture Savannah, Georgia.

	1779	 	June–October	John Sullivan’s expedition against the Iroquois Indians.

	 	 	July 16	Anthony Wayne’s attack on Stony Point, New York.

	 	 	August 19	Attack on Paulus Hook, New Jersey.

	 	 	October	Failed Franco-American attack on Savannah, Georgia.

	 	 	December 1–	Continental Army encamped at Morristown,

	 	 	 June 22, 1780	New Jersey.

	1780	 	May 12	British capture Charleston, South Carolina.

	 	 	May 25	American troops mutiny at Morristown, New Jersey.

	 	 	July 10	French fleet with army under Rochambeau arrives at Newport, Rhode Island.

	 	 	August	Battle of Camden (South Carolina).

	 	 	September	Benedict Arnold’s treason at West Point, New York.

	 	 	October 7	Battle of King’s Mountain (South Carolina).

	1781	 	January 1	Mutiny of Pennsylvania line at Morristown, New Jersey.

	 	 	January 5–7	Benedict Arnold sacks Richmond, Virginia.

	 	 	January 17	Battle of Cowpens (South Carolina).

	 	 	March 15	Battle of Guilford Courthouse (North Carolina).

	 	 	May 20	Cornwallis arrives at Petersburg, Virginia.

	 	 	May 22	Franco-American conference at Wethersfield, Connecticut.

	 	 	July 6	American and French armies under Washington and Rochambeau link up at White Plains, New York.

	 	 	July–August	Cornwallis moves his army to Yorktown, Virginia.

	 	 	August 19	Anglo-French army leaves New York, marching south, toward Virginia.

	 	 	September 14	Washington arrives at Williamsburg, Virginia.

	 	 	September 28	Siege of Yorktown begins.

	 	 	October 14–15	Attack on redoubts 9 and 10.

	 	 	October 19	Capitulation of British army at Yorktown.

	1783	 	March 10–15	Continental Army mutinies at Newburgh, New York.

	 	 	September 3	Treaty of Paris ends Revolutionary War.

	 	 	November 2	Washington’s farewell orders to Continental Army.

	 	 	November 25	British evacuate New York.

	 	 	December 4	Washington’s farewell to his officers at Fraunces Tavern (New York).

	 	 	December 23	Washington submits resignation to Congress at Annapolis, Maryland.

	 	 	December 24	Washington returns home to Mount Vernon, Virginia.

	1787	 	May 25	Constitutional Convention convenes at Philadelphia; Washington elected president of convention.

	 	 	September 17	Constitution signed.

	1789	 	April 30	Washington inaugurated for first term as president of the United States.

	1791	 	November	Defeat of Arthur St. Clair’s expedition by Indians.

	1793	 	March 4	Washington inaugurated for second term as president of the United States.

	1794	 	August 20	Anthony Wayne’s victory over Indians at Fallen Timbers, Ohio.

	 	 	August–November	Washington suppresses Whiskey Rebellion in western Pennsylvania.

	1797	 	March 4	Washington retires from presidency—and, he hopes, from public life.

	1798	 	July 13	Washington accepts commission as commander-in-chief of U.S. Army during Quasi-War with France.

	1799	 	December 14	Washington dies at Mount Vernon.
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