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Egyptians; Eskimos; Mayans; Aztecs—for centuries civilizations have used blocks to build magnificent and functional structures, from igloos to pyramids. I’ve always been fascinated by how people created bricks, tiles, and shingles, and cut marble, granite and concrete into blocks to make so many different and wonderful shapes and designs.

In this book we’ll use yarn for our blocks, and I’ll teach you not only how to create blocks but also how to magically transform them into beautiful afghans, bags, sweaters, and more. You’ll learn a variety of knitting techniques to form these blocks, discover how to combine and construct them in new and unusual ways that go beyond tradition. You’ll be inspired to push your creativity.

Knitting with blocks is a joy. Because blocks are small, they make it easier to learn a technique that you may not have tried before. They are also “travel friendly”—you don’t have to carry an entire garment with you. They’re fantastic to work on with others; lots of friends can knit different sections that can be used to build a wonderful piece for charity or a special loved one.

By using mix-and-match blocks together with the design diagrams, you will see how to assemble these squares and turn them into exciting pieces, without using increases or decreases, but letting the positioning of the blocks do all the shaping. It’s easy, exciting, unique, and fun! I had so much fun designing this way, and I’m happy to share the process and make block designing an option for all knitters.

My father, Benjamin, was a mason for awhile and created many impressive structures. It was fascinating to see stone and bricks become fireplaces and homes, so it may seem natural that I love creating projects by knitting block by block, and watching the blocks blossom into new designs. Become a knitting “blockhead” and join the block party!
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(Clockwise from top left in the previous image) Lace, Baby, DK, Bulky, Worsted.

The yarn you choose to use plays an important part in the size of your block and finished piece. Here you see the same basketweave pattern, but by using a variety of yarn weights and corresponding needles, the blocks all vary in sizes. When you’re making or designing a piece, use this to your advantage to get the size, fit, and drape that you want. Note that texture is also important in the look of your design.
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Designing with blocks is easy, fun, instructive, and exciting for all knitters. You can easily design your own “blockbusters!”

    With this book you have 150 blocks at your fingertips, along with diagrams to design with. You can simply print out copies of our mix-and-match blocks, cut them out, and arrange them in the block layout diagrams. See Joinings for methods you can use to join your blocks, and Edgings for special edgings you can use.

The size of your piece will depend upon the size of your blocks. Choose the yarn you want to use and work a gauge swatch. This will allow you to determine the size of your block. Example: If your gauge is 5 stitches per 1" (2.5cm) and you want to use 10 (25cm) blocks, you would cast on 50 stitches.

Here are a few more examples:


    

    
    10" blocks

    at 4 stitches per 1" (2.5cm)―cast on 40 stitches.

    at 3 stitches per 1" (2.5cm)―cast on 30 stitches.

    

    
    6" blocks

    at 6 stitches per 1" (2.5cm)―cast on 36 stitches.

    at 8 stitches per 1" (2.5cm)―cast on 48 stitches.

    

    
Rows are easily determined by working the pattern until your length is the same as the width of your stitches.

Many of the motifs I have given you throughout the book may be placed wherever on the block you wish.

As a knitter and designer, writing this book has been beyond fun for me and I’m so excited to share block knitting with my fellow knitters. You’ll love the visual and tactile experience of actually moving the blocks around in different configurations to design your piece.

Choose the design shape you want—to make an afghan, bag, sweater, or scarf, for example—and either select one block to repeat, or several blocks to mix and match. The design combinations are endless! Designing with blocks is a rewarding, creative experience that will help you become more confident in designing your own projects, and add to your wardrobe or gift giving.

Happy block knitting and designing!
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MÉLANGE COUNTERPANE AFGHAN
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WINTER SOLSTICE HOODED SCARF
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SCARFOSAURUS
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FAIRY LEAVES SHRUG DUO
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ANTHOLOGY CUFFED SHAWL-SWEATER
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ACADEMIC AFGHAN
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TRÈS CHIC PULLOVER
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EMPIRE CROPPED VEST
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COOL RUFFLE POD BAG
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SNOWFLAKE SPLENDOR HAT
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KING OF THE CASTLE THROW PILLOW
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    chapter 1

    BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS
 
This chapter is the key to block knitting design. Included are the basic blocks and frames that are the essential ingredients of any design.

The basic blocks shown here can serve to accent the more intricate blocks in a design, as on a kitchen backsplash, in which plain tiles surround more decorative tiles and offset them nicely. The Academic Afghan showcases the use of plain blocks separating more intricate blocks.

    With a beautiful painting, the frame can play an important part in the overall effect; and in knitting, the frame is an edging. As a preview of the full-fledged edgings that will appear later (see Edgings), I’ve used a variety of simple edgings within some of the blocks, which makes them look like ornamental photo frames.

The groundwork and building blocks have been laid, and it’s just the beginning of the knitting fun to come.
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From left to right: Seed Stitch, Stockinette Stitch, Garter Stitch
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From left to right: 4x4 pulled rib, basketweave

    OverDrive Search




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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