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CHAPTER 1
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SMART?
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ABOUT WORD SMART

We wrote the first Word Smart thinking it would be our only vocabulary book. Most vocabulary books include too many words that people rarely use, and not enough of the words people actually encounter in school or in their daily lives. For Word Smart, we wanted only the most important words in an educated vocabulary, the words intelligent people truly need to know to do well in school and in their careers.

Here’s what we said on the back cover of Word Smart:


Improving your vocabulary is important, but where do you start? The English language has hundreds of thousands of words. To find out which words you absolutely need to know, The Princeton Review researched the vocabularies of educated adults. We analyzed newspapers from The New York Times to The Wall Street Journal, magazines from Time to Scientific American, and books from current bestsellers to the classics. We threw out the words that most people know and focused on the words that people misunderstand or misuse. From these, we selected the 823 words that appeared most frequently.



Since we first wrote those words, hundreds of thousands of people have purchased Word Smart. Many of them, having learned the words in the first volume, did not want to stop there. They asked us for other important words they should know.

So we set out to collect another batch of words. We went through the same research process we did when compiling our first volume. We still concentrated on the words that occurred most frequently, but there were some important differences in the way we made our final selection.

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED

In the first place, the world has changed a lot. With the international and end-of-century upheavals of recent years, many political and religious words gained increasing usage. Increasing globalization made us more aware of foreign languages, and as a result many foreign words and phrases gained popularity.

WE KNOW MORE ABOUT PEOPLE’S VOCABULARIES

Another consideration affecting the words we selected was our growing experience with students and adults and their use and misuse of language. Many important words in More Word Smart failed to make the cut for the first volume because we thought that most educated people use these words correctly. We were wrong.

We discovered that many students and adults learn words from context. They figure out the definition of difficult words from the general meaning of the sentences or paragraphs containing them. Unfortunately, this often gives a vague understanding; at best, a word’s context will provide only a general idea of its meaning. This volume contains many deceivingly simple words that educated people misuse, misunderstand, or confuse with other words.

We’ve also included a chapter near the end of this book that focuses exclusively on usage errors. It’s a continuation of the Common Usage Errors chapter in the original Word Smart.

WE WANT OUR READERS TO USE THESE WORDS

The last major difference in writing More Word Smart is that we wanted to place greater emphasis on pronunciation. The speaking vocabularies of most people, the words they use in everyday speech, are much smaller than the number of words they actually know. Even highly educated people avoid saying many of the words they know simply because they aren’t sure how to pronounce them.

In researching the correct pronunciation of the More Word Smart words, we were astonished—we ourselves had been confidently mispronouncing dozens of words for years! (Fortunately, nobody seemed to notice since just about all our educated friends had been mispronouncing these words right along with us.) We’ve gone to great lengths to emphasize correct pronunciation so you won’t embarrass yourself when you speak up in class or try to impress your friends with your growing linguistic virtuosity.

MORE WORD SMART VERSUS WORD SMART

The words in this volume are just as important as the words in our first book. The words here are perhaps a bit more difficult and appear somewhat less frequently, but they all belong in an educated vocabulary. For variety, this book also contains new drills to help you learn and remember the words.

We assume that you have already read the original Word Smart. In it we outlined various methods for learning and memorizing new words, as well as the best way to use the dictionary and thesaurus. In case you haven’t read our first vocabulary book, here is a summary of the main points and techniques we discussed:

SUMMARY OF WORD SMART


1. Learning new words should be fun, not drudgery. Children learn new words so quickly because they have a keen interest in the world around them and in communicating with others. Become receptive to the words around you.

2. The words you use say a lot about you. Your vocabulary is the foundation of your ability to think and your ability to share your thoughts with other people.


	The number of words you know is less important than the care you take in understanding the ones you already know.

	Big, important-sounding words are not necessarily better. A good vocabulary consists of words that educated people use in everyday life.

	Read well-written newspapers, magazines, and books, and make the effort to be aware of new words and learn them from context.



3. Use a dictionary to verify meanings—and pronunciations—of words that you’ve learned from context.


	Simply reading the dictionary is a pretty inefficient way to learn new words. This is because most dictionaries discuss only the meanings of words, and not the context in which these words are used.

	Not all dictionaries have the same features. Check to make sure that your dictionary includes word etymologies (the history of the words’ origins). Ideally, it should also indicate proper usage of synonyms or related words.

	Don’t stop at the first definition you read. Be sure to look up secondary meanings and parts of speech. Note the etymology to see what other words the word is related to. And practice pronunciation!

	Consider purchasing a good portable paperback or electronic dictionary so you can immediately confirm definitions you encounter in everyday life.



4. Synonyms are not interchangeable! Use a thesaurus to find the precise word to capture your meaning, but be sure to verify its exact definition and usage in a dictionary.


	The exact word you want to use depends not only on its meaning and connotation, but also on the overall rhythm, vocabulary level, variety, and effect you are trying to achieve.



5. Memorizing a word, mnemonics, wacky mental images, and etymologies can be helpful.


	Mnemonics are memorization devices that typically work by associating something you’re trying to remember with an already familiar idea, image, or pattern (such as a rhyming scheme). “Spring forward, fall back” is an example of a mnemonic.

	The etymology, or root origins, of a word will help your understanding and memory by relating the word to others you already know. The meanings of mnemonic, amnesia, and amnesty, for example, all have to do with memory.

	Careful! Etymology can sometimes be misleading because the meaning and connotation of a word change over the centuries.



6. Use flash cards to review new words. Be creative when writing the flash card: Colors and drawings will help you remember the word.

7. Keep a notebook of the words you learn. Strive to learn five to ten words per day.

8. Use new words you’ve learned in everyday conversation. It may feel artificial at first, but there is no other way to make them a part of your more natural-feeling vocabulary.



HOW WE WROTE THE WORD SMART DEFINITIONS AND ENTRIES

Each entry begins with the preferred pronunciation of the word. We say “preferred” because, depending on the dictionary you use, a word can be pronounced several ways. When a dictionary lists more than one pronunciation, the first is the preferred pronunciation. The trouble is that excellent dictionaries often disagree about the preferred pronunciation. Consulting numerous sources, we chose the pronunciation preferred by the majority of experts. So stick with our pronunciation and you’ll never embarrass yourself. Say each word aloud several times. This will help you remember the meaning of the word as well as its pronunciation.

Note the part of speech following the pronunciation. Many words can be used as nouns and verbs, or verbs and adjectives, and the pronunciations often vary depending on the usages.

After the part of speech, we provide the definition and synonyms, often using Word Smart words. Sometimes we deliberately use a difficult word in our definition to help you relate the listing with other words you ought to know.

The trouble with dictionaries is that they rarely illustrate the correct usage of a word. We believe that you need to see a word used in a concrete context in order to understand it. So following the definition you will find at least one or two sentences illustrating the proper usage of a word.

When it will help you remember or understand a word, we discuss its history or relate it to other important words.

Finally, we list different parts of speech. Whenever a different part of speech is pronounced differently from the main listing, we provide a separate pronunciation.

HOW YOU SHOULD USE THIS BOOK

Some people approach the word list from the beginning and go all the way through to the end. While this is a thorough approach, it may be quicker to use the Quick Quizzes throughout to hone in on the words you need help with. Some Princeton Review students start with the Final Exam Drills that appear at the end of the book. They take one of these quizzes and then look up any words they get wrong. Other students use the list of roots at the end of the book and learn groups of related words together. Students studying for the SAT or GRE can turn immediately to Chapters 4 and 5. (The original Word Smart has more SAT- and GRE-specific lists, and if you want plenty of serious vocabulary work for the GRE, be sure to check out our Word Smart for the GRE.)

What we’re basically saying is this: Any way you want to use this book is fine—just use it!

OUR PRONUNCIATION KEY

We’ve never liked the pronunciation keys most dictionaries use. This may offend pedants and lexicographers, but we have decided to use a simplified pronunciation key. Our key is based on consistent phonetic sounds so you don’t have to memorize it. Still, it would be a good idea to take a few minutes now and familiarize yourself with it (especially the e and the i):










	The letter(s)
	is (are) pronounced like the letter(s)
	in the word(s)



	       a
	       a
	bat, can



	       ah
	       o
	con, on



	       aw
	       aw
	paw, straw



	       ay
	       a
	skate, rake



	       e
	       e
	stem, hem, err



	       ee
	       ea
	steam, clean



	       i
	       i
	rim, chin, hint



	       ing
	       ing
	sing, ring



	       oh
	       o
	row, tow



	       oo
	       oo
	room, boom



	       ow
	       ow
	cow, brow



	       oy
	       oy
	boy, toy



	       u, uh
	       u
	run, bun



	       y (ye, eye)
	       i
	climb, time



	       ch
	       ch
	chair, chin



	       f
	       f, ph
	film, phony



	       g
	       g
	go, goon



	       j
	       j
	join, jungle



	       k
	       c
	cool, cat



	       s
	       s
	solid, wisp



	       sh
	       sh
	shoe, wish



	       z
	       z
	zoo, razor



	       zh
	       s
	measure









All other consonants are pronounced as you would expect. Capitalized letters are accented.

THE PRINCETON REVIEW APPROACH

The philosophy behind The Princeton Review is simple: We teach exactly what students need to know, and we make our courses smart, efficient, and fun. We were founded in the early 1980s, and just a few years later, we grew to have the largest SAT course in the country. Our success is indisputable. We’re proud to compare our results with those of any preparation course in the nation. In addition, our first book, Cracking the SAT, was the first of its kind to appear on the New York Times best-seller list.

Our innovative method of teaching vocabulary is responsible for much of our success. Many of the questions on standardized tests are really vocabulary questions, such as the sentence completion items on the Verbal portions of the SAT and GRE. To score high on these tests, students need to know the right words.

We’ve put a lot of thought into how people learn—and remember—new words. The methods we’ve developed are easy to use and, we believe, extremely effective. There’s nothing particularly startling about them. But they do work. And although they were developed primarily for high school students, they can be used profitably by anyone who wants to build a stronger, smarter vocabulary.
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CHAPTER 2

WARM-UP
TESTS
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For those readers who would like to take stock of their word power before digging into this book, we have provided a battery of tests. These tests are fun and will help you learn a lot about these words. The answers appear in Chapter 12.

SO YOU REALLY THINK YOU KNOW HOW TO PRONOUNCE THESE WORDS, EH?

As we said earlier, we were surprised while researching this book just how many words we were mispronouncing, even though we knew the correct definitions. The following sampling of words from this book will test how you measure up. This is a tough test. If you get more than 10 correct, call us—you can help us write Even More Word Smart!


Warm-Up Test #1: PRONUNCIATIONS

Before looking at column a or column b, pronounce each of the following words. Then select the letter that comes closer to your pronunciation. Check your answers here.

    




    	  1.   accede
    	a.  ak SEED
	 
	b.  a SEED



	  2.   antipodes
    	a.  an TIP uh deez
	 
	b.  AN tee pohds



	  3.   apposite
    	a.  AP uh zut
	 
	b.  uh PAH zit



	  4.   arsenal
    	a.  AHRS nul
	 
	b.  AHR suh nul



	  5.   balk
    	a.  bawk
	 
	b.  bawlk



	  6.   concomitant
    	a.  kun KAHM uh tunt
	 
	b.  kahn kuh MI tunt



	  7.   contretemps
    	a.  KAHN truh tahn
	 
	b.  KAHN tur temps



	  8.   homage
    	a.  AHM ij
	 
	b.  HAHM ij



	  9.   pastoral
    	a.  PAS tur ul
	 
	b.  pa STAWR ul



	 10.   phantasm
    	a.  FAN taz um
	 
	b.  fan TAZ um



	 11.   psyche
    	a.  SYE kee
	 
	b.  syke



	 12.   remuneration
    	a.  ri myoo nuh RAY shun
	 
	b.  ree noom ur AY shun



	 13.   schism
    	a.  SIZ um
	 
	b.  SKIZ um



	 14.   sovereign
    	a.  SAHV run
	 
	b.  SAH vuh run



	 15.   vagaries
    	a.  vuh GAR eez
	 
	b.  VAY guh reez






SO YOU REALLY THINK YOU KNOW WHAT THESE WORDS MEAN, EH?

It’s easy to look at a word and assume that you know what it means because it looks a lot like a word that you already know. The following simple-looking words were all taken from this book. Warning: None of these words is as simple as it looks; some have deceptive secondary meanings.


Warm-Up Test #2a: DEFINITIONS

For each of the following words, match the word on the left with its definition on the right. Check your answers here.





	  1.   eclipse
	a.  unintelligent



	  2.   vacuous
	b.  surpass



	  3.   disconcert
	c.  unusual



	  4.   singular
	d.  direct



	  5.   channel
	e.  ignorant



	  6.   benighted
	f.  hint



	  7.   intimate
	g.  expressionless



	  8.   inviolate
	h.  disturb greatly



	  9.   temporize
	i.  stall



	 10.   impassive
	j.  free from injury







Warm-Up Test #2b: DEFINITIONS

For each of the following words, match the word on the left with its definition on the right. Check your answers here.





	  1.   posture
	a.  worthy of admiration



	  2.   conversant
	b.  act artificially



	  3.   parallel
	c.  harmful action



	  4.   estimable
	d.  similar



	  5.   disservice
	e.  make uneasy



	  6.   privation
	f.  alienate



	  7.   captivate
	g.  poverty



	  8.   cleave
	h.  familiar



	  9.   disquiet
	i.  cling



	 10.   disaffect
	j.  fascinate







Warm-Up Test #2c: DEFINITIONS

For each of the following words, match the word on the left with its definition on the right. Check your answers here.





	  1.   fuel
	a.  give



	  2.   quizzical
	b.  highly significant



	  3.   curb
	c.  teasing



	  4.   insuperable
	d.  unable to be overcome



	  5.   afford
	e.  plead



	  6.   entreat
	f.  stimulate



	  7.   conviction
	g.  unbearable



	  8.   pregnant
	h.  strong belief



	  9.   intrigue
	i.  restrain



	 10.   insufferable
	j.  secret scheme







Warm-Up Test #2d: DEFINITIONS

For each of the following words, match the word on the left with its definition on the right. Check your answers here.





	  1.   appraise
	a.  combined action



	  2.   resignation
	b.  estimate the value of



	  3.   engaging
	c.  sudden attack



	  4.   tortuous
	d.  impartial



	  5.   concert
	e.  means by which something is conveyed



	  6.   impregnable
	f.  preachy



	  7.   sally
	g.  charming



	  8.   dispassionate
	h.  winding



	  9.   medium
	i.  submission



	 10.   sententious
	j.  unconquerable






ARE YOU SEEING DOUBLE?

Another cause of vocabulary difficulties is confusing a difficult word with a simple word that looks a lot like it. Try your hand at the following game.


Warm-Up Test #3: WORD SURGERY ON CONFUSABLES

For each of the following words on the left, follow the parenthetical directions to create the word defined on the right. Check your answers here.

    




	Take this word
	and do this
	to form a word meaning this



	  1.   errant
	(change one letter)
	very bad



	  2.   adverse
	(delete one letter)
	disliking



	  3.   cachet
	(delete one letter)
	hiding place



	  4.   cannon
	(delete one letter)
	rule or law



	  5.   canvas
	(add one letter)
	seek votes or opinions



	  6.   career
	(change one letter)
	to swerve



	  7.   rational
	(add one letter)
	excuse



	  8.   confident
	(change one letter)
	trusted person



	  9.   corporal
	(add one letter)
	material, tangible



	 10.   demure
	(delete one letter)
	object



	 11.   disassemble
	(delete two letters)
	deceive



	 12.   systematic
	(delete two letters)
	throughout a system



	 13.   important
	(change two letters)
	urge annoyingly



	 14.   climactic
	(delete one letter)
	having to do with the climate



	 15.   epic
	(delete one letter, add two)
	era






ANAGRAMS

The prefix “ana” means to break up. The root “gram” means letter. An anagram is a word or phrase formed from the broken-up letters of another word or phrase. The new word must use all the letters of the word or phrase to be a true anagram. The words eat and bleat, for example, can be formed from the letters of the word table, but only bleat uses all the letters.

To improve your vocabulary, you need to become conscious of words and letters in your daily reading. The following words can be broken down and rearranged to form words found in this volume.

This last test is just for fun. Good luck!


Warm-Up Test #4: ANAGRAMS

For each of the words or phrases on the left, rearrange the letters to form a word defined on the right. Check your answers here.





	  1.   askew
	trails



	  2.   dome
	method of doing something



    	  3.   a paint
	surface discoloration caused by age



	  4.   lever
	enjoy thoroughly



	  5.   a note
	make amends



	  6.   raid
	very dry



	  7.   a view
	give up or put aside



	  8.   touts
	plump or stocky



	  9.   a main
	crazed excitement



	 10.   a tint
	contaminate



	 11.   a mark
	good or bad emanations from a person



	 12.   tints
	duty or job



	 13.   diva
	eager



	 14.   ride
	disastrous



	 15.   told
	stupid person



	 16.   beat
	support someone in wrongdoing



	 17.   atoll
	assign



	 18.   a cadre
	arched passageway



	 19.   lamb
	something that heals



	 20.   corns
	contempt



	 21.   lotus
	clods



	 22.   a hotel
	despise



	 23.   tap
	appropriate



	 24.   jaunt
	small ruling group



	 25.   tapes
	sudden outpouring



	 26.   fire
	widespread



	 27.   lakes
	quench or satisfy
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    Quick Links to Words Starting With Letters A–Z

    
    
                      A

    
    
    
                      B

    
    
    
                      C

    
    
    
                      D

    
    
    
                      E

    
    
    
                      F

    
    
    
                      G

    
    
    
                      H

    
    
    
                      I

    
    
    
                      J

    
    
    
                      K

    
    
    
                      L

    
    
    
                      M

    
    
    
                      N

    
    
    
                      O

    
    
    
                      P

    
    
    
                      Q

    
    
    
                      R

    
    
    
                      S

    
    
    
                      T

    
    
    
                      U

    
    
    
                      V

    
                      W

    
                      Z

    

A

ABASE (uh BAYS) v to humiliate; to lower in esteem or dignity; to humble


	After soaping all the windows in the old widow’s mansion on Halloween, the eighth graders abased themselves and said that they were sorry (after the policeman told them he would arrest them if they didn’t).

	I abased myself before the principal because I figured I had to in order to keep from being expelled.



See our listing for debase.

ABET (uh BET) v to support or encourage someone, especially someone who has done something wrong


	Abetting a criminal by giving her a place to hide from the police is itself a criminal act.

	In their efforts to steal millions from their clients, the dishonest bankers were abetted by the greed of the clients themselves.



You may often hear this word as part of the redundant phrase aid and abet. The two words really mean the same thing.

ABEYANCE (uh BAY uns) n suspension; temporary cessation


	Sally wanted to bite Mr. Anderson, but her father held her in abeyance by grabbing her suspenders and looping them over the doorknob.

	Joe’s poverty kept his addiction to video games in abeyance.



ABJURE (ab JOOR) v to repudiate; to take back; to refrain from


	Under pressure from his teacher, Joe abjured his habit of napping in class and promised to keep his eyes open for the rest of the semester.

	Jerry abjured chocolate for several days after eating an entire Mississippi Mud cake and breaking out in hives.

	For her New Year’s resolution, Ellen decided to abjure from abjuring from anything that she enjoyed.



ABOMINATION (uh bahm uh NAY shun) n something despised or abhorred; extreme loathing


	The lobby of the hotel was an abomination; there was garbage rotting in the elevator, and there were rats running on the furniture.

	Barret shuddered with abomination at the thought of eating Henry’s fatty, salty, oily cooking.



To abominate something is to hate it, hate it, hate it.


	Judy abominated the sort of hotels that have garbage rotting in their elevators and rats running on their furniture.



ABORIGINAL (ab uh RIJ nul) adj native; dating back to the very beginning


	The Aborigines of Australia are the earliest known human inhabitants of the continent. They are that country’s aboriginal inhabitants.

	While working on a new subway tunnel, the construction workers found some fragments of pottery that may have belonged to the city’s aboriginal residents.



If you see the word “original” inside this word, then you have a built-in and easy mnemonic device!

ABOUND (uh BOWND) v to be very numerous


	Trout abound in this river; there are so many of them that you can catch them with your hands.



To abound is to be abundant. Abounding and abundant mean the same thing.


	Susan’s abounding love for Harry will never falter unless she meets someone nicer or Harry moves away.



ABROGATE (AB ruh gayt) v to abolish or repeal formally; to set aside; to nullify


	The commander of the ship had the power to abrogate certain laws in the event of an emergency.



When you see this word, you will often see the word “treaty” nearby. To abrogate a treaty is to repeal it. You can also abrogate a law, an agreement, or a ruling.

ACCEDE (ak SEED) v to give in; to yield; to agree


	Mary acceded to my demand that she give back my driver’s license and stop pretending to be me.

	My mother wanted me to spend the holidays at home with my family instead of on the beach with my roommates, and a quick check of my bank balance convinced me that I had no choice but to accede to her desire.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



ACCENTUATE (ak SEN choo wayt) v to emphasize; to accent; to highlight


	Mr. Jones accentuated the positive by pointing out that his pants fit better after he lost his wallet.

	Dacia’s pointed shoes accentuated the length and slenderness of her feet.







Q • U • I • C • K   •   Q • U • I • Z   #1

Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   abase
	a.  support



	  2.   abet
	b.  native



	  3.   abeyance
	c.  suspension



	  4.   abjure
	d.  be very numerous



	  5.   abomination
	e.  abolish



	  6.   aboriginal
	f.  give in



	  7.   abound
	g.  something despised



	  8.   abrogate
	h.  humiliate



	  9.   accede
	i.  repudiate



	 10.   accentuate
	j.  emphasize









ACCESS (AK sess) n the right or ability to approach, enter, or use


	Cynthia was one of a few people to have access to the president; she could get in to see him when she wanted to.

	I wanted to read my boss’s written evaluation of my performance, but employees don’t have access to those files.

	When the Joker finally gained access to Batman’s secret Batcave, he redecorated the entire hideaway in more festive pastel colors.



Access is sometimes used as a verb nowadays. To access a computer file is to open it so that you can work with it. If you have access to someone or something, that person or thing is accessible to you. To say that a book is inaccessible is to say that it is hard to understand. In other words, it’s hard to get into.

ACCLAIM (uh KLAYM) v to praise publicly and enthusiastically


	The author’s new book was acclaimed by all the important reviewers, and it quickly became a bestseller.

	When the Congress or any other group of people approves a proposal by means of a voice vote, the proposal is said to have been approved by acclamation.



Acclaim is also a noun, as is acclamation (AK luh MAY shun).


	The author’s new book was met with universal acclaim. The reviewers’ response to the book was one of acclamation.



ACCORD (uh KAWRD) v to agree; to be in harmony; to grant or bestow


	Sprawling on the couch and watching TV all day accords with my theory that intense laziness is good for the heart.



ACCOUTERMENTS (uh KOO tur munts) n personal clothing, accessories, or equipment; trappings


	Alex is a light traveler; he had crammed all his accouterments into a single shopping bag.

	Louanne had so many silly accouterments in her expensive new kitchen that there wasn’t really much room for Louanne.



ACCRUE (uh KROO) v to accumulate over time


	My savings account pays interest, but the interest accrues at such a slow pace that I almost feel poorer than I did when I opened it.

	Over the years, Emily’s unpaid parking fines had accrued to the point at which they exceeded the value of her car.



ACQUISITIVE (uh KWIZ uh tiv) adj seeking or tending to acquire; greedy


	Children are naturally acquisitive; when they see something, they want it, and when they want something, they take it.

	The auctioneer tried to make the grandfather clock sound interesting and valuable, but no one in the room was in an acquisitive mood, and the clock went unsold.

	Johnny’s natural acquisitiveness made it impossible for him to leave the junkyard empty-handed.



ACQUIT (uh KWIT) v to find not guilty; to behave or conduct oneself


	The reputed racketeer had been acquitted of a wide variety of federal crimes.



An act of acquitting is called an acquittal.


	The prosecutors were surprised and saddened by the jury’s verdict of acquittal.



Acquit can also have a somewhat different meaning. To acquit oneself in performing some duty is to do a decent job, usually under adverse conditions.


	The apprentice carpenter had very little experience, but on his first job he worked hard; he acquitted himself like a pro.

	The members of the lacrosse team had spent the previous week goofing around instead of practicing, but they acquitted themselves in the game, easily defeating their opponents.



ACRONYM (AK ruh nim) n a word made up of the initials of other words

Radar is an acronym. The letters that form it stand for Radio Detecting And Ranging. Radar is also a palindrome, that is, a word or expression that reads the same way from right to left as it does from left to right. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the longest palindromic composition ever written—beginning “Al, sign it, ‘Lover’ …” and ending “…  revolting, Isla”—is 100,000 words long.

ADAGE (AD ij) n a traditional saying; a proverb


	There is at least a kernel of truth in the adage “adages usually contain at least a kernel of truth.”

	The politician promised to make bold new proposals in his campaign speech, but all he did was spout stale adages.

	The coach had decorated the locker room with inspirational adages, hoping that the sayings would instill a hunger for victory in his players.



ADDUCE (uh DOOS) v to bring forward as an example or as proof; to cite


	Tabitha adduced so many reasons for doubting Tom’s claims that soon even Tom began to doubt his claims.

	In support of his client’s weak case, the lawyer adduced a few weak precedents from English common law.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   access
	a.  accumulate



	  2.   acclaim
	b.  word made up of initials



	  3.   accord
	c.  praise publicly



	  4.   accouterments
	d.  agree



	  5.   accrue
	e.  find not guilty



	  6.   acquisitive
	f.  trappings



	  7.   acquit
	g.  cite



	  8.   acronym
	h.  right to approach



	  9.   adage
	i.  proverb



	 10.   adduce
	j.  greedy









ADJOURN (uh JURN) v to suspend until another time

In precise usage, adjourn implies that whatever is being adjourned will at some point be resumed. To adjourn a meeting is to bring it to an end for now, with the suggestion that another meeting will take place at a later time. When Congress adjourns at the end of a year, it doesn’t shut itself down permanently; it puts its business on hold until the next session. Thus, the baseball season adjourns each fall, while a single baseball game merely ends—unless it is delayed by rain or darkness.

ADJUNCT (AJ unkt) n something added to or connected with something else; an assistant


	Cooking is just an adjunct to Michael’s real hobby, which is eating.

	The enthusiastic publisher released a set of audiotapes as an adjunct to its popular series of books.



An adjunct professor is one who lacks a permanent position on the faculty.

AD-LIB (AD lib) v to improvise; to speak or act spontaneously


	Teddy hadn’t known that he would be asked to speak after dinner, so when he was called to the microphone, he had to ad-lib.

	The director complained that the lazy star hadn’t memorized his lines; instead of following the script, he ad-libbed in nearly every scene.



ADVENT (AD vent) n arrival; coming; beginning


	The roar of gasoline-powered leaf-blowing machines signaled the advent of autumn.

	The rich industrialist responded to the advent of his estate’s first income tax levy by hiring a new team of accountants.



For Christians, Advent is a season that begins four Sundays before Christmas. The word in that sense refers to the impending arrival of Jesus Christ. For some Christians, the word refers primarily to the second coming of Christ. In secular speech, advent can be used to refer to the arrival or beginning of anything.

ADVENTITIOUS (ad vent TISH us) adj accidental; connected to but nonetheless unrelated; irrelevant


	Arthur’s skills as a businessman are adventitious to his position at the company; the boss hired him because he wanted a regular golf partner.



ADVOCATE (AD vuh kut) n a person who argues in favor of a position


	Lulu believes in eliminating tariffs and import restrictions; she is an advocate of free trade.

	The proposed law was a good one, but it didn’t pass because it had no advocate; no senator stepped forward to speak in its favor.



Advocate (AD vuh kayt) can also be a verb.


	The representative of the paint company advocated cleaning the deck before painting it, but we were in a hurry so we painted right over the dirt.



Advocacy (AD vuh kuh see) is support of or agreement with a position.


Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



AFFIDAVIT (af uh DAY vit) n a sworn written statement made before an official


	Deanna was too ill to appear at the trial, so the judge accepted her affidavit in place of oral testimony.



AFFILIATE (uh FIL ee ayt) v to become closely associated with


	The testing company is not affiliated with the prestigious university, but by using a similar return address it implies a close connection.

	In an attempt to establish herself as an independent voice, the candidate chose not to affiliate herself with any political party.



If you are affiliated with something, you are an affiliate (uh FIL ee ut) and you have an affiliation (uh fil ee AY shun).


	The local television station is an affiliate of the major network; it carries the network’s programs in addition to its own.

	Wesley had a lifelong affiliation with the YMCA; he was a member all his life.



AFFLICTION (uh FLIK shun) n misery; illness; great suffering; a source of misery, illness, or great suffering


	Athlete’s foot is an affliction that brings great pain and itchiness to its sufferers.

	Martha’s eczema was an affliction to her; it never gave her a moment’s peace from the itching.

	Working in the ghetto brought the young doctor into contact with many afflictions, few of which had medical cures.



AFFORD (uh FAWRD) v to give; to supply; to confer upon


	The holiday season afforded much happiness to the children, who loved opening presents.

	The poorly organized rummage sale afforded a great deal of attention but little profit to the charitable organization.

	Marilyn’s busy schedule afforded little time for leisure.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   adjourn
	a.  person arguing for a position



	  2.   adjunct
	b.  accidental



	  3.   ad-lib
	c.  become closely associated



	  4.   advent
	d.  arrival



	  5.   adventitious
	e.  misery



	  6.   advocate
	f.  suspend



	  7.   affidavit
	g.  sworn written statement



	  8.   affiliate
	h.  give



	  9.   affliction
	i.  improvise



	 10.   afford
	j.  something added









AFFRONT (uh FRUNT) n insult; a deliberate act of disrespect


	Jim’s dreadful score on the back nine was an affront to the ancient game of golf.

	Amanda thought she was paying Liz a compliment when she said that she liked her new hair color, but Liz took it as an affront because she was upset about the greenish spots the hair stylist couldn’t cover.



Affront can also be a verb.


	Laura affronted me by continually sticking out her tongue as I addressed the class.



Rude and disrespectful behavior can be described as effrontery (i FRUN tuh ree).

AFTERMATH (AF tur math) n consequence; events following some occurrence or calamity

This word comes from Middle English words meaning after mowing; the aftermath was the new grass that grew in a field after the field had been mowed. In current usage, this precise original meaning is extended metaphorically.


	Sickness and poverty are often the aftermath of war.

	In the aftermath of their defeat at the state championship, the members of the football team fought endlessly with one another and ceased to function as a team.



AGGRANDIZE (uh GRAN dyze) v to exaggerate; to cause to appear greater; to increase (something) in power, reputation, wealth, etc.


	Michele couldn’t describe the achievements of her company without aggrandizing them. That was too bad, because the company’s achievements were substantial enough to stand on their own, without exaggeration.



To be self-aggrandizing is to aggressively increase one’s position, power, reputation, or wealth, always with a distinctly negative connotation.


	Harry doesn’t really need thirty bathrooms; building that big house was merely an act of self-aggrandizement.



AGGRIEVE (uh GREEV) v to mistreat; to do grievous injury to; to distress


	The ugly behavior of the juvenile delinquent aggrieved his poor parents, who couldn’t imagine what they had done wrong.



To be aggrieved is to have a grievance.


	The jury awarded ten million dollars to the aggrieved former employees of the convicted embezzler.



AGHAST (uh GAST) adj terrified; shocked


	Even the veterans were aghast when they saw the extent of the carnage on the battlefield.

	The children thought their parents would be thrilled to have breakfast in bed, but both parents were aghast when they woke up to find their blankets soaked with orange juice and coffee.



ALCHEMY (AL kuh mee) n a seemingly magical process of transformation

In the Middle Ages, alchemists were people who sought ways to turn base metals into gold, attempted to create elixirs that would cure diseases or keep people alive forever, and engaged in similarly futile pseudo-scientific quests. Alchemy today refers to any process of transformation that is metaphorically similar.


	Through the alchemy of hairspray and makeup, Amelia transformed herself from a hag into a princess.



ALIENATE (AY lee uh nayt) v to estrange; to cause to feel unwelcome or unloved; to make hostile

An alien is a foreigner or stranger, whether from another planet or not. To alienate someone is to make that person feel like an alien.


	The brusque teacher alienated his students by mocking them when they made mistakes.



To be alienated is to be in a state of alienation (ay lee uh NAY shun).


	Sharon found it nearly impossible to make friends; as a result, her freshman year in college was characterized primarily by feelings of alienation.



ALLEGIANCE (uh LEE juns) n loyalty

To pledge allegiance to the flag is to promise to be loyal to it.


	Nolan’s allegiance to his employer ended when a competing company offered him a job at twice his salary.

	The allegiance of the palace guard shifted to the rebel leader as soon as it became clear that the king had been overthrown.



ALLEGORY (AL uh gawr ee) n a story in which the characters are symbols with moral or spiritual meanings


	Instead of lecturing the children directly about the importance of straightening up their rooms, Mrs. Smith told them an allegory in which a little boy named Good was given all the candy in the world after making his bed, while a messy little girl named Bad had nothing to eat but turnips and broccoli.



ALLOT (uh LAHT) v to apportion, allocate, or assign


	The principal allotted students to classrooms by writing their names on pieces of paper and throwing the paper into the air.

	The president allotted several ambassadorships to men and women who had contributed heavily to his campaign.



A group of things that have been allotted is referred to as an allotment.


	George didn’t like his natural allotment of physical features, so he had them altered by a plastic surgeon.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   affront
	a.  consequence



	  2.   aftermath
	b.  mistreat



	  3.   aggrandize
	c.  estrange



	  4.   aggrieve
	d.  apportion



	  5.   aghast
	e.  terrified



	  6.   alchemy
	f.  seemingly magical transformation



	  7.   alienate
	g.  loyalty



	  8.   allegiance
	h.  symbolic story



	  9.   allegory
	i.  exaggerate



	 10.   allot
	j.  insult









ALTERCATION (awl tur KAY shun) n a heated fight, argument, or quarrel


	Newlyweds Mary and Bill were fighting about the proper way to gargle mouthwash, and the sound of their altercation woke up several other guests in the hotel.

	Dr. Mason’s lecture was so controversial and inflammatory that it led to an altercation among the members of the audience.



AMASS (uh MAS) v to pile up; to accumulate; to collect for one’s own use


	By living frugally for fifty years, Jed amassed a large fortune.

	Billy collected bottle caps so assiduously that, before his parents realized what was happening, he had amassed the largest collection in the world.

	By the end of the week, the protest groups had amassed enough signatures on their petitions to be assured of recognition at the convention.



AMID (uh MID) prep in the middle of


	Amid the noise and bright lights of the Fourth of July celebration, tired old Taki slept like a log.

	When the store detective found her, the lost little girl was sitting amid a group of teddy bears in a window display.



The English say, “Amidst,” instead of amid, but you shouldn’t. Unless, that is, you are in England. You can, however, say, “In the midst.”

ANATHEMA (uh NATH uh muh) n something or someone loathed or detested


	Algebra is anathema to Dex; every time he sees an equation, he becomes sick to his stomach.

	The parents became anathema to the greedy children as soon as the children realized they had been left out of the will.

	The women in fur coats were anathema to the members of the animal-rights group.



ANCILLARY (AN suh ler ee) adj subordinate; providing assistance


	Although George earned his living as a high-powered Wall Street investment banker, selling peanuts at weekend Little League games provided an ancillary source of income.



An ancillary employee is one who helps another. Servants are sometimes referred to as ancillaries (AN suh ler eez).


Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



ANGST (ahnkst) n anxiety; fear; dread

This is the German word for anxiety. A closely related word is anguish. In English, it is a voguish word that is usually meant to convey a deeper, more down-to-the-bone type of dread than can be described with mere English words.


	The thought of his impending examinations, for which he had not yet begun to study, filled Herman with angst, making it impossible for him to study.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



ANNEX (uh NEKS) v to add or attach


	Old McDonald increased the size of his farm by annexing an adjoining field.



A small connecting structure added to a building is often called an annex (AN eks).


	The annex of the elementary school had a small gymnasium.




Note carefully the pronunciation of both parts of speech.



ANNUITY (uh NOO uh tee) n an annual allowance or income; the annual interest payment on an investment; any regular allowance or income


	The company’s pension fund provides an annuity for its retired employees; each receives regular payments from the fund.

	None of Herbert’s books had been bestsellers, but all of them were still in print, and taken together their royalties amounted to a substantial annuity.

	The widow would have been destitute if her husband had not bought an insurance policy that provided a modest annuity for the rest of her life.



ANTEDATE (AN ti dayt) v to be older than; to have come before

The root “ante” means before or in front of. To antedate is to be dated before something else.


	The Jacksons’ house antedates the Declaration of Independence; it was built in 1774.

	Mrs. Simpson’s birth antedates that of her daughter by twenty-four years.



ANTERIOR (an TIR ee ur) adj situated in front


	The children enjoy sitting dumbly and staring at the anterior surface of the television set.

	Your chest is situated on the anterior portion of your body. (The anterior end of a snake is its head.)



The opposite of anterior is posterior. You are sitting on the posterior end of your body.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   altercation
	a.  something loathed



	  2.   amass
	b.  add



	  3.   amid
	c.  in the middle of



	  4.   anathema
	d.  annual allowance



	  5.   ancillary
	e.  heated fight



	  6.   angst
	f.  subordinate



	  7.   annex
	g.  situated in front



	  8.   annuity
	h.  pile up



	  9.   antedate
	i.  anxiety



	 10.   anterior
	j.  be older









ANTHOLOGY (an THAHL uh jee) n a collection, especially of literary works

To anthologize (an THAHL uh jyze) a group of literary works or other objects is to collect them into an anthology.


	The Norton Anthology of English Literature is a collection of important works by English writers.

	The chief executive officer of the big company thought so highly of himself that he privately published an anthology of his sayings.

	Mr. Bailey, a terrible hypochondriac, was a walking anthology of symptoms.



ANTHROPOMORPHIC (an thruh puh MAWR fik) adj ascribing human characteristics to nonhuman animals or objects

This word is derived from the Greek word anthropos, which means man or human, and the Greek word morphos, which means shape or form.

To be anthropomorphic is to see a human shape (either literally or metaphorically) in things that are not human. To speak of the hands of a clock, or to say that a car has a mind of its own, is to be anthropomorphic. To be anthropomorphic is to engage in anthropomorphism.

ANTIPODAL (an TIP ud ul) adj situated on opposite sides of the Earth; exactly opposite

The north and south poles are literally antipodal; that is, they are exactly opposite each other on the globe. There is a group of islands near New Zealand called the Antipodes (an TIP uh deez). The islands were named by European explorers who believed they had traveled just about as far away from their home as they possibly could. Antipodal can also be used to describe opposites that have nothing to do with geography.


	John and Mary held antipodal positions on the subject of working. Mary was for it, and John was against it.



The noun is antipodes (an TIP uh deez).


Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



ANTIQUITY (an TIK wuh tee) n ancientness; ancient times


	The slow speed at which Lawrence was driving was not surprising, considering the antiquity of his car.

	Tamasha loved studying ancient history so much that she didn’t really pay much attention to the present; when she wasn’t reading old volumes in the library, she walked around in a daze, her head spinning with dreams of antiquity.



Overpriced chairs and other furniture from the olden days are called antiques. Objects or ideas that are too old-fashioned to be of use anymore are said to be antiquated (AN tuh kway tud). (Don’t throw them out, though; sell them to an antiques dealer.) A person who studies ancient things is called an antiquary (AN tuh kwer ee) or, less correctly, an antiquarian (an tuh KWER yun).


Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



APERTURE (AP ur chur) n an opening


	Macon’s underpants were plainly visible through the aperture that suddenly appeared along the rear seam of his uniform.



The opening inside a camera’s lens is called its aperture. A photographer controls the amount of light that strikes the film by adjusting the size of the aperture.

APEX (AY peks) n highest point

A mountain’s summit is also its apex.


	Jerry’s score of 162, though poor by most standards, was the apex of his achievement in bowling; it was the best score he earned in thirty years.

	Mary Anne was at the apex of her career; she was the president of her own software company, and everyone in her industry looked up to her.



APOGEE (AP uh jee) n the most distant point in the orbit of the moon or of an artificial satellite

Apogee is derived from Greek words meaning away from the Earth. The apogee of the moon’s orbit is the point at which the moon is farthest from the Earth. The word can also be used figuratively, in which case it usually means pretty much the same thing as apex.


	Though Mary Anne was at the apogee of her career, she didn’t feel that her life was a success since she no longer seemed to be learning new skills.



The opposite of apogee is perigee (PER uh jee), which is derived from Greek words meaning near the Earth.


	At perigee, the satellite was faintly visible on the Earth to anyone with a good pair of binoculars.



In careful usage, moons and other objects orbiting planets other than the Earth do not have apogees and perigees.

APOPLEXY (AP uh plek see) n stroke (that is, numbness and paralysis resulting from the sudden loss of blood flow to the brain)

This word turns up repeatedly in old novels. Nowadays, its use is mostly figurative. If I say that I gave my boss apoplexy when I told him that I was going to take the rest of the day off, I mean that he became so angry that he seemed to be in danger of exploding. To suffer from apoplexy, whether literally or figuratively, is to be apoplectic (ap uh PLEK tik).


	The principal was apoplectic when he discovered that the tenth graders had torn up all the answer sheets for the previous day’s SAT; he was so angry that his face turned bright red.




Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



APOSTASY (uh PAHS tuh see) n abandonment or rejection of faith or loyalty


	The congregation was appalled by the apostasy of its former priest, who had left the church in order to found a new religion based on winning number combinations in the state lottery.

	The president was hurt by the apostasy of his closest advisers, most of whom had decided to cooperate with the special prosecutor by testifying against him.



A person who commits apostasy is called an apostate (uh PAHS tayt).


	In the cathedral of English literature, Professor Hanratty was an apostate; he thought that Shakespeare was nothing more than an untalented old hack.




Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



APPALLING (uh PAWL ing) adj causing horror or consternation


	Austin’s table manners were appalling; he chewed with his mouth wide open, and he picked his teeth with the tip of his knife while he ate.



The word appall comes from a French word meaning to make pale. To be appalled is to be so horrified that one loses the color in one’s cheeks.





Q • U • I • C • K • Q • U • I • Z   #6

Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   anthology
	a.  causing horror



	  2.   anthropomorphic
	b.  opening



	  3.   antipodal
	c.  exactly opposite



	  4.   antiquity
	d.  abandonment of faith



	  5.   aperture
	e.  ascribing human characteristics to nonhumans



	  6.   apex
	f.  highest point



	  7.   apogee
	g.  stroke



	  8.   apoplexy
	h.  ancientness



	  9.   apostasy
	i.  literary collection



	 10.   appalling
	j.  most distant point of orbit









APPARITION (ap uh RISH un) n a ghost or ghostly object


	Barb said that she had seen an apparition and that she was pretty sure that it had been the ghost of President Grant, but it turned out to be nothing more than a sheet flapping on the clothesline.

	The bubbling oasis on the horizon was merely an apparition; there was nothing there but more burning sand.



APPELLATION (ap uh LAY shun) n a name


	Percival had a highly singular appellation; that is, he had an unusual name.



APPENDAGE (uh PEN dij) n something added on to something else; a supplement

To append is to add something on to something else. Your appendix (uh PEN diks), if you still have one, is a small, apparently useless organ attached (or appended) to your intestine. You have no more than one appendix, but you have several appendages, including your arms and legs. Your arms and legs are appended to the trunk of your body.


	Beth’s husband never seemed to be more than an arm’s length away from her. He seemed less like a spouse than like an appendage.

	Billy created a model of a spider with two extra appendages; the spider had ten legs instead of eight.



APPORTION (uh PAWR shun) v to distribute proportionally; to divide into portions


	There was nothing to eat except one hot dog, so Mr. Lucas carefully apportioned it among the eight famished campers.

	Because the property had been apportioned equally among Mr. Smith’s nine children, none had enough land on which to build a house.

	The grant money was apportioned in such a way that the wealthy schools received a great deal while the poor ones received almost nothing.



APPOSITE (AP uh zut) adj distinctly suitable; pertinent


	The appearance of the mayor at the dedication ceremony was accidental but apposite; his great-grandfather had donated the land on which the statue had been erected.

	At the end of the discussion, the moderator made an apposite remark that seemed to bring the entire disagreement to a happy conclusion.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



APPRAISE (uh PRAYZ) v to estimate the value or quality of; to judge


	When we had the beautiful old ring appraised by a jeweler, we were surprised to learn that the large diamond in its center was actually made of glass.

	The general coldly appraised the behavior of his officers and found it to be wanting.



An act of appraising is called an appraisal (uh PRAY zul).


	It is a good idea to seek an independent appraisal of an old painting before bidding many millions of dollars for it in an auction.



APPRISE (uh PRYZE) v to give notice to; to inform

Be careful not to confuse this word with appraise. They don’t mean the same thing, even though there’s only one letter’s difference between them.


	The policeman apprised the suspect of his right to remain silent, but the suspect was so intoxicated that he didn’t seem to notice.

	The president’s advisers had fully apprised him of the worsening situation in the Middle East, and now he was ready to act.



APPURTENANCE (uh PURT nuns) n something extra; an appendage; an accessory


	The salary wasn’t much, but the appurtenances were terrific; as superintendent of the luxury apartment building, Joe got to live in a beautiful apartment and had free access to the tennis courts and swimming pool.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



APROPOS (ap ruh POH) adj appropriate; coming at the right time

This word is close in meaning to appropriate (uh PROH pree ut), to which it is closely related.


	Susan’s loving toast at the wedding dinner was apropos; the clown suit she wore while making it was not.

	The professor’s speech was about endangered species, and the luncheon menu was perversely apropos: Bengal-tiger burgers and ostrich-egg omelets.



The opposite of apropos is malapropos. See our listing for malapropism.

APT (apt) adj appropriate; having a tendency to; likely


	The headmaster’s harsh remarks about the importance of honesty were apt; the entire senior class had just been caught cheating on an exam.

	Charlie is so skinny that he is apt to begin shivering the moment he steps out of the swimming pool.

	If Ellen insults me again, I’m apt to leave the room.



Apt, apropos, and apposite have similar meanings.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here. Note that “something extra” is the answer for two questions.





	  1.   apparition
	a.  something extra (2)



	  2.   appellation
	b.  give notice to



	  3.   appendage
	c.  ghost



	  4.   apportion
	d.  likely



	  5.   appraise
	e.  distribute proportionally



	  6.   apprise
	f.  appropriate



	  7.   appurtenance
	g.  name



	  8.   apropos
	h.  estimate the value of



	  9.   apposite
	i.  distinctly suitable



	 10.  apt
	 









ARCADE (ahr KAYD) n a passageway defined by a series of arches; a covered passageway with shops on either side; an area filled with coin-operated games

In the most precise usage, an arcade is an area flanked by arches in the same way that a colonnade is an area flanked by columns. In fact, an arcade can be a colonnade, if the arches are supported by columns.


	The new building consisted of a number of small arcades radiating like the spokes of a wheel from a large plaza containing a fountain.

	The penny arcade was misnamed since none of the games there cost less than a quarter.



ARCHIPELAGO (ahr kuh PEL uh goh) n a large group of islands


	Sumatra, Borneo, and the Philippines are among the numerous island nations that constitute the Malay Archipelago.

	The disgruntled taxpayer declared himself king of an uninhabited archipelago in the South Pacific, but his new country disappeared twice each day at high tide.

	The children lay on their backs in the field and gazed up with wonder at the shimmering archipelago of the Milky Way.



ARCHIVES (ahr KYVZE) n a place where historical documents or materials are stored; the documents or materials themselves

In careful usage, this word is always plural.


	The historical society’s archives were a mess; boxes of valuable documents had simply been dumped on the floor, and none of the society’s records were in chronological order.

	The curator was so protective of the university’s archives that he hovered behind the researcher and moaned every time he turned a page in one of the ancient volumes.



Archive can also be a verb. To archive computer data is to transfer them (in careful usage, data is plural) onto disks or tapes and store them in a safe spot.

A person who archives things in archives is called an archivist (AHR kuh vust). Things that have to do with archives are said to be archival (ahr KYE vul). This word has other uses as well. In the world of photocopying, for example, a copy that doesn’t deteriorate over time is said to be archival.


	A Xerox copy is archival; a copy made on heat-sensitive paper by a facsimile machine is not.




Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



ARID (AR id) adj very dry; lacking life, interest, or imagination


	When the loggers had finished, what had once been a lush forest was now an arid wasteland.

	The professor was not known for having a sense of humor. His philosophical writings were so arid that a reader could almost hear the pages crackle as he turned them.



ARMAMENT (AHR muh munt) n implements of war; the process of arming for war

This word is often used in the plural: armaments. The word arms can be used to mean weapons. To arm a gun is to load it and ready it for fire.


	In the sorry history of the relationship between the two nations, argument led inexorably to armament.

	Sarah had dreams of being a distinguished professor of mathematics, but midway through graduate school she decided that she just didn’t have the intellectual armament, so she became a waitress instead.

	The megalomaniacal leader spent so much on armaments that there was little left to spend on food, and his superbly equipped soldiers had to beg in order to eat.



ARMISTICE (AHR muh stus) n truce


	Armistice Day (the original name of Veterans Day) commemorated the end of the First World War.

	The warring commanders negotiated a brief armistice so that dead and wounded soldiers could be removed from the battlefield.



ARRAIGN (uh RAYN) v to bring to court to answer an indictment; to accuse


	The suspect was indicted on Monday, arraigned on Tuesday, tried on Wednesday, and sentenced on Thursday.

	The editorial in the student newspaper arraigned the administration for permitting the vandals to escape prosecution.



An act of arraigning is called an arraignment.


	At his arraignment in federal court, Harry entered a plea of not guilty to the charges that had been brought against him.



ARRANT (AR unt) adj utter; unmitigated; bad

This word is often followed by either nonsense or fool. Arrant nonsense is complete, total, no-doubt-about-it nonsense. An arrant fool is an absolute fool.

Arrant should not be confused with errant (ER unt), which means wandering or straying or in error. An errant fool is a fool who doesn’t know where he’s going.

ARREARS (uh RIRZ) n the state of being in debt; unpaid debts


	Amanda was several months in arrears with the rent on her apartment, and her landlord threatened to evict her.

	After Jason settled his arrears at the club, the committee voted to restore his membership.



ARSENAL (AHRS nul) n a collection of armaments; a facility for storing or producing armament; a supply of anything useful


	The nation’s nuclear arsenal is large enough to destroy the world several times over.

	For obvious reasons, smoking was not permitted inside the arsenal.

	Jeremy had an arsenal of power tools that he used in staging remodeling assaults against his house.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word:
The word arsenal has only two syllables.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   arcade
	a.  where documents are stored



	  2.   archipelago
	b.  utter



	  3.   archives
	c.  implements of war



	  4.   arid
	d.  unpaid debts



	  5.   armament
	e.  accuse



	  6.   armistice
	f.  group of islands



	  7.   arraign
	g.  very dry



	  8.   arrant
	h.  truce



	  9.   arrears
	i.  arched passageway



	 10.   arsenal
	j.  supply of something useful









ARTICULATE (ahr TIK yuh layt) v to pronounce clearly; to express clearly


	Sissy had a lisp and could not articulate the s sound; she called herself Thithy.

	Saeed had no trouble articulating his needs; he had typed up a long list of toys that he wanted for Christmas, and he handed it to Santa Claus.



Articulate (ahr TIK yuh lut) can also be an adjective. An articulate person is one who is good at articulating.


Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



ARTISAN (AHRT uh zun) n a person skilled in a craft


	The little bowl—which the Andersons’ dog knocked off the table and broke into a million pieces—had been meticulously handmade by a charming old artisan who had used a glazing technique passed down for generations.



ASCERTAIN (as ur TAYN) v to determine with certainty; to find out definitely


	With a quick flick of his tongue, Wendell ascertained that the pie that had just landed on his face was indeed lemon meringue.

	The police tried to trace the phone call, but they were unable to ascertain the exact location of the caller.

	Larry believed his wife was seeing another man; the private detective ascertained that that was the case.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



ASCRIBE (uh SKRYBE) v to credit to or assign; to attribute


	Mary was a bit of a nut; she ascribed powerful healing properties to the gravel in her driveway.

	When the scholar ascribed the unsigned limerick to Shakespeare, his colleagues did not believe him.



ASKANCE (uh SKANS) adv with suspicion or disapproval


	When Herman said that he had repaired the car by pouring apple cider into its gas tank, Jerry looked at him askance.

	The substitute teacher looked askance at her students when they insisted that it was the school’s policy to award an A to any student who asked for one.



ASPERSION (uh SPUR zhun) n a slanderous or damning remark

To cast aspersions is to utter highly critical or derogatory remarks. To call someone a cold-blooded murderer is to cast an aspersion on that person’s character.


	The local candidate had no legitimate criticisms to make of his opponent’s record, so he resorted to aspersions.



ASSAIL (uh SAYL) v to attack vigorously


	With a series of bitter editorials, the newspaper assailed the group’s efforts to provide free cosmetic surgery for wealthy people with double chins.

	We hid behind the big maple tree and assailed passing cars with salvos of snowballs.



An attacker is sometimes called an assailant (uh SAY lunt), especially by police officers on television shows.

ASSERT (uh SURT) v to claim strongly; to affirm


	The defendant continued to assert that he was innocent, despite the fact that the police had found a clear videotape of the crime, recovered a revolver with his fingerprints on it, and found all the stolen money in the trunk of his car.

	When Buzz asserted that the UFO was a hoax, the little green creature pulled out a ray-gun and incinerated him.



To assert yourself is to express yourself boldly.


	Mildred always lost arguments because she was always too timid to assert herself.



ASSESS (uh SES) v to evaluate; to estimate; to appraise


	When seven thugs carrying baseball bats began walking across the street toward her car, Dolores quickly assessed the situation and drove away at about one hundred miles per hour.

	Assessing the damage caused by the storm was difficult because the storm had washed away all the roads, making it nearly impossible to enter the area.

	After assessing his chances in the election—only his parents would promise to vote for him—the candidate dropped out of the race.



To reassess is to rethink or reevaluate something.

ASTRINGENT (uh STRIN junt) adj harsh; severe; withering


	Edmund’s astringent review enumerated so many dreadful flaws in the new book that the book quickly disappeared from the best-seller list.

	The coach’s remarks to the team after losing the game were astringent but apparently effective: The team won the next three games in a row.



Astringent is related to stringent, which means strict. The noun is astringency.
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   articulate
	a.  person skilled in a craft



	  2.   artisan
	b.  slanderous remark



	  3.   ascertain
	c.  credit to



	  4.   ascribe
	d.  claim strongly



	  5.   askance
	e.  harsh



	  6.   aspersion
	f.  pronounce clearly



	  7.   assail
	g.  with suspicion



	  8.   assert
	h.  evaluate



	  9.   assess
	i.  attack vigorously



	 10.   astringent
	j.  determine with certainty









ASYLUM (uh SYE lum) n a mental hospital or similar institution; refuge; a place of safety


	After Dr. Jones incorrectly diagnosed her nail-biting as the symptom of a severe mental illness, Stella was confined in a lunatic asylum for thirty-seven years.

	“The woods are my asylum,” Marjorie said. “I go there to escape the insanity of the world.”

	The United States granted asylum to the political dissidents from a foreign country, thus permitting them to remain in the United States and not forcing them to return to their native country, where they certainly would have been imprisoned.



ATONE (uh TOHN) v to make amends

The verb atone is followed by the preposition “for.” To atone for your sins is to do something that makes up for the fact that you committed them in the first place.


	The pianist atoned for his past failures by winning every award at the international competition.



The noun is atonement.


	The thief donated his ill-gotten cash to the orphanage as an atonement for stealing from the bank.



ATROPHY (A truh fee) v to wither away; to decline from disuse


	The weightlifter’s right arm was much thinner and less bulgy than his left; it had atrophied severely during the six weeks it had been in a cast.

	The students’ interest in algebra had atrophied to the point at which they could scarcely keep their eyes open in class.



The opposite of atrophy is hypertrophy (hye PUR truh fee).


	Weightlifting makes a muscle grow, or experience hypertrophy.




Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



ATTEST (uh TEST) v to give proof of; to declare to be true or correct; to give testimony


	Helen’s skillful guitar playing attested to the endless hours she had spent practicing.



To attest to something is to testify or bear witness.


	At the parole hearing, the police officer attested to Henry’s eagerness to rob more banks, and the judge sent Henry back to prison for at least another year.



ATTRIBUTE (uh TRIB yoot) v to credit to or assign; to ascribe


	Sally attributed her success as a student to the fact that she always watched television while doing her homework. She said that watching Scooby-Doo made it easier to concentrate on her arithmetic. Sally’s parents were not convinced by this attribution (a truh BYOO shun).

	The scientist, who was always making excuses, attributed the failure of his experiment to the fact that it had been raining that day in Phoenix, Arizona.



Attribute (A truh byoot) can also be a noun, in which case it means a characteristic or a distinctive feature.


	Great big arms and legs are among the attributes of many professional football players.




Note carefully the pronunciation of these words.



AUGUR (AW gur) v to serve as an omen or be a sign; to predict or foretell


	The many mistakes made by the dancers during dress rehearsal did not augur well for their performance later that night.

	The eleven touchdowns and four field goals scored in the first quarter augured victory for the high school football team.



The act of auguring is called augury (AW guh ree).


	Elizabeth believed that most of the market consultants had no solid basis for their predictions and that financial augury as practiced by them was mere hocus-pocus.



AUGUST (aw GUST) adj inspiring admiration or awe


	The prince’s funeral was dignified and august; the wagon with his coffin was drawn by a dozen black horses, and the road on which they walked was covered with rose petals.

	The queen’s august manner and regal bearing caused everyone in the room to fall silent the moment she entered.



AUSPICES (AW spuh sez) n protection; support; sponsorship

You will find auspice in the dictionary, but this word is almost always used in the plural, and it is usually preceded by the words “under the.”


	The fund-raising event was conducted under the auspices of the local volunteer organization, whose members sold tickets, parked cars, and cleaned up afterward.



The adjective auspicious (aw SPISH us) is closely related to auspices, but the most common meanings of the two words have little in common. Auspicious means promising, favorable, or fortunate. Weddings and political conventions are often referred to as auspicious occasions.


	The bright cloudless sky was an auspicious start to a full day of mountain hiking.

	Harry and Bob hoped to play golf that morning, but the dark clouds, gale-force winds, and six inches of snow were inauspicious.



AUXILIARY (awg ZIL yuh ree) adj secondary; additional; giving assistance or aid


	When Sam’s car broke down, he had to switch to an auxiliary power source; that is, he had to get out and push.

	The spouses of the firefighters established an auxiliary organization whose purpose was to raise money for the fire department.




Note carefully the pronunciation of this word.



AVAIL (uh VAYL) v to help; to be of use; to serve


	My preparation did not avail me on the test; the examination covered a chapter other than the one that I had studied. I could also say that my preparation availed me nothing, or that it was of no avail. In the second example, I would be using avail as a noun.



To be availing is to be helpful or of use. To be unavailing is to be unhelpful or of no use.


	The rescue workers tried to revive the drowning victim, but their efforts were unavailing, and the doctor pronounced him dead.



AVANT-GARDE (ah vahnt GAHRD) n the vanguard; members of a group, especially of a literary or artistic one, who are at the cutting edge of their field


	When his Off-off-off-off-Broadway play moved to Broadway, Harold was thrust against his will from the avant-garde to the establishment.



This word can also be an adjective.


	The avant-garde literary magazine was filled with empty pages to convey the futility of literary expression.



AVERSION (uh VUR zhun) n a strong feeling of dislike


	Many children have a powerful aversion to vegetables. In fact, many of them believe that broccoli is poisonous.

	I knew that it would be in my best financial interest to make friends with the generous, gullible millionaire, but I could not overcome my initial aversion to his habit of sucking his thumb in public.



To have an aversion to something is to be averse (uh VURS) to it.


	I am averse to the idea of letting children sit in front of the television like zombies from morning to night.



Many people confuse averse with adverse (AD vurs), but they are not the same word. Adverse means unfavorable. A field-hockey game played on a muddy field in pouring rain would be a field-hockey game played under adverse conditions. The noun is adversity.

AVERT (uh VURT) v to turn away; to prevent


	Devi averted her eyes and pretended not to see Doug slip on the ice so he wouldn’t be embarrassed.

	The company temporarily averted disaster by stealing several million dollars from the employees’ pension fund.



AVID (AV id) adj eager; enthusiastic


	Eloise is an avid bridge player; she would rather play bridge than eat.



To be avid about playing bridge is to play bridge with avidity (uh VID uh tee).
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the second column. Check your answers here.





	  1.   asylum
	a.  refuge



	  2.   atone
	b.  strong feeling of dislike



	  3.   atrophy
	c.  give proof of



	  4.   attest
	d.  turn away



	  5.   attribute
	e.  make amends



	  6.   augur
	f.  credit to



	  7.   august
	g.  help



	  8.   auspices
	h.  wither away



	  9.   auxiliary
	i.  inspiring awe



	 10.   avail
	j.  vanguard



	 11.   avant-garde
	k.  secondary



	 12.   aversion
	l.  eager



	 13.   avert
	m.  protection



	 14.   avid
	n.  serve as an omen
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