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A Note from
Mary Pope Osborne About the

[image: ]

When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents,
and teachers have to say about the
Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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In September 1620, a ship sailed from Plymouth, England. It was called the Mayflower. The passengers were headed for America, which Europeans often called “the New World.” They would travel thousands of miles across the Atlantic. The voyage was long and dangerous. But this was a special trip. These people were leaving England to begin new lives.
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Why would anyone undertake this hard journey? The people on board had different reasons. Some left because they had separated from the Church of England. They are called the Separatists (SEH-puh-ruh-tists). The Separatists wanted to worship their own way.

The king was head of the English church. He would not give them this freedom. He even put some of them in jail. There were about 37 Separatists among the passengers.

There were other people on board as well. They were not Separatists. They hoped to make a better living in the New World. There was not enough work in England. Among the group were farmers, woodworkers, shopkeepers, blacksmiths, weavers, and servants.

Altogether, there were 102 passengers on board … about 50 men, 20 women, and 32 children. Today we call all of these people Pilgrims.
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Pilgrims go on long journeys for religious (rih-LIHJ-us) reasons.



The Long Voyage

There were supposed to be two ships going to America, the Mayflower and the Speedwell. But the Speedwell leaked badly. It couldn’t make the trip. All but 20 of its passengers jammed onto the Mayflower. Living on board was not pleasant!

For the next two months, the journey was very scary. High winds and waves tossed the ship about like a toy.

The Mayflower was actually a cargo ship. It did not usually carry passengers. There were too many people on board. They huddled together in a dark, cramped area under the main deck.
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There was not enough fresh water. The ship did not have any bathrooms. They used vessels called chamber pots instead.
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Chamber pots were emptied into the ocean.



The air quickly became foul and smelly. If clothes got wet, they stayed wet. Soon the passengers began to get sick. One of them died. The anxious Pilgrims often gathered to pray and sing. In November, their trip came to an end. After two long months, they finally sighted land.
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A baby was born during the trip. He was named Oceanus Hopkins!



The Mayflower Compact

Tempers had grown short during the trip. People began to argue. So just before the ship anchored, the Pilgrims decided to write down some rules. They hoped this would stop the arguments. Their agreement has come to be known as the Mayflower Compact. It was the first time in America that people wrote down ideas about governing themselves.
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A compact is an agreement.



[image: ]

[image: ]

The compact was very short. But it said very important things. It said the people were united in their belief in God. They pledged their loyalty to the king and England. They promised to pass fair and just laws.

Forty-one men signed the compact. The Pilgrims voted for John Carver as their new governor.
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The Mayflower had reached the coast of what is now Massachusetts. It anchored off of Cape Cod. The people felt their prayers had been answered. They fell to their knees and gave thanks. They were overjoyed to have found dry land.
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The Pilgrims could not know that even worse times still lay ahead. All the rules in the world could not help them survive.
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