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To all the Americans who have died for their country





INTRODUCTION

They have been called Yank, Grunt, Doughboy, Swabby Flyboy and GI Joe. From the Continental soldier whose rag-wrapped feet left bloody prints in the snow on his way to Trenton to the Marine dodging sniper fire in Baghdad, they always answer the bugle's call.

From 1775 to 2006, more than a million Americans have died in service to their country. Some lie beneath rows of white markers in manicured cemeteries, others in rural church graveyards just down the road from home. Some rest in unmarked mass graves in the fields where they fell. Yet, when duty calls, a new generation always rises out of the heartland to take their place.

The history of the United States is, in large measure, a story of military involvement. Our nation was born out of a revolution, and we rarely have been without a war since. It might come as a shock to some Americans to learn that the U.S. military has been called to invade other nations or territories some two hundred times. Our soldiers have been dispatched on great and noble missions, and at the whim of politicians with less than noble motives. They have been asked to save the world, and on occasion, to save Standard Oil and the United Fruit Company.

From the American Revolution to Iraq, most Americans are aware of our nation's big wars. But few realize that United States Marines were fighting in Korea eighty years before the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. It happened in 1871 when Koreans captured the American merchant schooner General Sherman and killed its entire crew The U.S. Navy retaliated, destroying five Korean coastal forts. Two hundred forty-three Koreans were killed in the assaults. Four Americans died in the brief encounter. Do not look for this event in your American history book. You will not find it there. It is one of the scores of “little wars” that are a part of our forgotten military history.

Our involvement in foreign wars began when Thomas Jefferson dispatched warships to the coast of North Africa in 1801 to punish Muslim pirates terrorizing American sailors. Ironically more than two centuries later, we find ourselves once more beyond the oceans at war in the Middle East. Between those conflicts, we have managed to fight ten major wars and, in 1861, when there was no outside enemy, we chose sides and fought each other.

What follows is historical miscellany—anecdotes, lists, little-known incidents, and interesting tidbits gleaned from the rich heritage of more than two centuries of almost constant American military involvement around the world.

Thomas Ayres





U.S. MILITARY PRODUCTION IN WORLD WAR II

From mid-1940 until 1945, U.S. production of war materials overwhelmed the great Axis factories of Krupp (Germany), Fiat (Italy), and Mitsubishi (Japan). During the war, America produced:
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“To American production, without which this war would have been lost.”

Joseph Stalin, offering a toast at a meeting of Allied leaders in Tehran, Iran, 1943



RATIONED AT HOME IN WORLD WAR II
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	From February 1942 until the end of the war, no civilian automobiles or trucks were manufactured in the United States. When production stopped, there were 500,000 vehicles in stock. The government promptly took title to all of them, stored them in warehouses, and carefully doled them out to the military and to civilian applicants like country doctors, farmers, scientists, and individuals critical to defense production.


	Owning an automobile was not easy for a nonpriority citizen. A class “A” stamp on the windshield entitled the owner to only three gallons of gasoline a week. Many a vehicle sat idle because tires were unavailable and there were no parts for repairs.


	Some citizens began riding bicycles, until they also were rationed and replacement tires became unavailable. Walking was not a good option because civilians were limited to only two pairs of shoes a year. As a result, Americans witnessed a return of the horse and buggy in some rural areas. Old bicycles built for two (popular at the turn of the century) were hauled out of barns and woodsheds, as were cars from another era. Baker Electric Cars made a brief comeback, and puffing Stanley Steamers, last manufactured in 1925, occasionally were seen.




“LUXURY” ITEMS UNAVAILABLE AT HOME IN WORLD WAR II
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And when I die, please bury me ‘Neath a ton of sugar by a rubber tree; Lay me to rest in an auto machine, And water my grave with gasoline.

A popular home front jingle in World War II


	From autumn 1942 to the summer of 1944, whiskey disappeared from store shelves. Enterprising distillers tried to bridge the drought with substitutes made from some unlikely products. Old Spud, distilled from waste potatoes, required a palate adjustment.


	While GIs lit up Camels and Lucky Strikes, civilian smokers puffed on strange-tasting new brands with names like Fleetwood. Many questioned whether these new cigarettes contained tobacco at all.


	Sliced bread became a delicacy of the past when the government removed slicing machinery from bakeries for the metal content. Bread came in whole loaves.


	Home-front fashion took a beating. Ladies’ “stockings” came in a bottle and had to be painted on legs. Seams were drawn down the backs of legs with eyebrow pencils. Men's pants came minus cuffs and coats without lapels.


	Diapers were scarce. Moms coped by using scrap materials. Remarkably, a generation of U.S. babies survived.




WHEN THE U.S. ARMY INVADED RUSSIA

Unknown to most Americans and little noted by historians is the fact that 11,000 U.S. troops invaded Russia in 1918 and some remain buried there. Even as the U.S. entered World War I, civil war raged in Russia as the Bolsheviks tightened their grip on the country after overthrowing Czar Nicholas.
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“There is many a boy here today who looks on war as all glory but, boys, it is all hell.”

General William T. Sherman, addressing cadets following the Civil War



Anxious to assist remnants of the czar's White Army opposing the communist takeover, on August 15, 1918, President Woodrow Wilson broke diplomatic ties with the Bolshevik government. Within three weeks, 7,000 U.S. Marines had landed at the port city of Vladivostok on the coast of Siberia. Another 4,000 troops were dispatched to the far north of Russia to join British soldiers already fighting there. In Siberia, Marines fought beside their Japanese allies in support of the White Army.

In the north, the fighting was especially intense and American troops sustained several hundred casualties. The Marines in Siberia took lesser, but still significant, casualties.

In 1920, well after the end of World War I, and with the White Army defeated, Wilson quietly withdrew American troops. Although the venture was quickly forgotten in the United States, it was remembered in the Soviet Union. It set the stage for a cold war that would continue for most of the twentieth century.
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	Japan and Russia had been fighting over the sovereignty of several Pacific islands and Manchuria long before World War I. Japan also had ambitions to control part of Siberia. Technically, Japan and Russia are still at war, since both refused to sign a peace treaty at the conclusion of World War II.


	Casualty figures from America's involvement in Russia are included in World War I statistics and still cloaked in secrecy.






STONEWALL JACKSON'S TO ECCENTRICITIES


	He would bathe only in cold water, even in winter.


	Refused to read by artificial light.


	Would not let his back touch the back of a chair.


	He thought his spine was out of alignment, causing his internal organs to be out of balance.


	Believed one leg was shorter than the other.


	Believed he did not sweat on one side of his body.


	He would sit in silence and stare at a wall for an hour or more each evening.


	Consumed large quantities of water at one time to cleanse his body.


	He liked to suck on lemons.


	10. Believed that holding his arm aloft helped keep his internal organs in balance and his blood circulating properly.




GENERAL PATTON'S 7 PAST LIVES

General George Patton was a devout believer in reincarnation. He believed in past lives he was:


	A prehistoric hunter-warrior who “battled for fresh mammoth and warred for pastures new.”


	A Greek Hoplite soldier who fought against the Persians of King Cyrus.


	A soldier in the army of Alexander the Great at the siege of Tyre.


	Hannibal, crossing the Alps to invade Rome.


	A legionnaire in the Roman army under Julius Caesar in northern Gaul.


	An English knight in the Hundred Years’ War who fought at the battle of Crécy.


	A marshal in Napoleon's army at a time when “one laughed at death and numbers, trusting in the emperor's star.”




2 WOMEN WHO BECAME WORLD WAR II AIR ACES


	Lieutenant Lily Litvak, Soviet fighter pilot, seven kills.


	Lieutenant Katya Budanova, Soviet fighter pilot, six kills.




The early air war between Germany and the Soviet Union took a heavy toll on Russian planes and pilots due to the superiority of German aircraft. Women were pressed into service to fill the depleted ranks of Soviet pilots. Both Budanova and Litvak died in combat when their planes were shot down in 1943.
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“Little Frenchman, I am going to fight Banks here if he has a million men.”

General Richard Taylor to General Camille de Polignac just before his 8,800 rebels routed a 30,000-man Union Army at Mansfield, Louisiana





[image: ] IT'S A FACT

Even in the heat of battle, General Thomas Jonathan (Stonewall) Jackson might be seen sitting on his horse, sucking on a lemon and holding one arm above his head. Those who knew Jackson were more amused than concerned by his eccentric behavior. They knew he was a hopeless hypochondriac. As a teacher at Virginia Military Institute, there was nothing about him to suggest to his students that he would become a famous general. They called him “Tom Fool” and drew caricatures with emphasis on his huge feet. They mocked his nervous mannerisms and imitated his awkward gait as he made his way across the campus. Jackson's hypochondria was not all in his imagination. He suffered from poor eyesight, a recurring throat infection, earaches, and chronic stomach gastritis. Modern doctors believe he might have suffered from peptic ulcers or even cancer of the stomach. In 1858 he had his tonsils removed, but it did not relieve problems with his throat. Contrary to the myth, Jackson did not believe lemons had special medical qualities. In fact, he never had any particular fondness for them until his troops captured a large quantity of lemons from the Union Army. After that he sucked on them to relieve the soreness in his throat. While still a teacher, he set aside an hour each evening for thinking. His wife was forbidden to disturb him as he sat motionless and stared at a wall. Gen. Richard Taylor witnessed similar behavior in the field, noting in his memoirs: “He [Jackson] would visit my campfire, sit and stare straight ahead for a time, then depart without ever having said a word.”



EVOLUTION OF THE SUBMARINE

The concept of an underwater device for military use dates back to the Greeks and Romans, both of whom attempted to build such a craft. Milestones in the development of the modern submarine include the following:


	1620—Dutch inventor Cornelius Drebbel constructed an underwater craft of leather and wood. He demonstrated it in the Thames River, taking it to a depth of fifteen feet.


	1727—King James I of England reportedly rode in an underwater craft. By this date, fourteen different types of submarines had been patented in England.


	1776—The first attempt to sink a ship with a submarine occurred September 7, 1776, when a one-man craft christened the Turtle, piloted by a Continental soldier named Ezra Lee, tried to attach a keg of dynamite to the British warship HMS Eagle in Long Island Sound. The attempt failed. The Turtle was an egg-shaped wooden craft built by a Yale student named David Bushnell.


	1800—Working for Napoleon Bonaparte, inventor Robert Fulton designed and built a submarine he christened the Nautilus. Fulton made several successful test runs. The French lost interest in the project, and Fulton tried to sell his craft to the English. When a deal could not be made, Fulton abandoned the project and left the Nautilus to rot away.


	1814—Bushnell built his second submarine during the War of 1812, but hostilities ended before it could be tried.


	1861—The Union Navy launched a submarine named the USS Alligator. Designed by Marvin Thomas of Philadelphia, it was forty-seven feet long and had a crew of sixteen, including two divers who were to climb out of  the craft and attach explosives to the bottom of an enemy ship. The Alligator was lost at sea while being towed to join the Union blockade at Port Royal, South Carolina.


	1862—In the early months of the Civil War, at least three submarines were constructed at shipyards in New Orleans. They were scuttled when it became apparent the city would fall into Union hands in the spring of 1862.


	1864—On February 17, the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley rammed a torpedo into the Union warship USS Housatonic, sinking it in the harbor at Charleston, South Carolina. It was the first time a submarine sank a ship. The Hunley and its eight-man crew went down with the Housatonic. Two other Hunley-type subs were constructed but did not see action.


	1892—Simon Lake, a Bridgeport, Connecticut, inventor, came up with the design for a craft he called a “Torpedo Boat.” His concept became the prototype for the modern submarine.




HOW THE U.S. NAVY TURNED DOWN THE SUB THAT BECAME THE U-BOAT

In the 1890s, inventor Simon Lake tried to interest the U.S. Navy in his design for a Torpedo Boat. Navy brass called the concept impractical and rejected it. However, the Russian Navy expressed interest and, determined to see his design become reality, Lake went to Russia and supervised the construction of the first practical, modern submarine. By means fair or foul, the Germans obtained Lake's design, refined it, and built the U-boat that would devastate Allied shipping in World War I. Lake returned to the United States and established the Lake Torpedo Boat Company. He built more than one hundred submarines during World War I—fifty-five for the U.S. Navy and the others for European allies.

U.S. ARMY MILITARY UNITS

SQUAD: Ten infantry enlisted personnel under a staff sergeant.

PLATOON: Four squads under a lieutenant.

COMPANY: Headquarters and four or more platoons under a captain. (An artillery company is a battery; cavalry a troop.)

BATTALION: Headquarters and four or more companies under a lieutenant colonel.

BRIGADE: Headquarters and three or more battalions under a colonel.

DIVISION: Headquarters and three brigades with artillery and combat support units under a major general.

CORPS: Two or more divisions under a lieutenant general.

FIELD ARMY: Headquarters and two or more corps under a general.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RIFLE AND A GUN


This is my rifle,
This is my gun.
One is for fighting,
The other for fun.




World War II drill sergeants used the rhyme to teach recruits the difference between the two.



JAPANESE BOMBARDMENT BY BALLOONS IN WORLD WAR II

A long-kept secret by the U.S. government was the fact that in the waning months of World War II the Japanese launched several thousand “balloon bombs” at the United States. Approximately 1,000 of them rode the Pacific jet stream and reached the West Coast of the United States. Of those, only a few fell on U.S. soil and only one exploded and caused casualties.

Although little was known about the jet stream in 1944, Japanese scientists concluded that balloons launched into rapidly moving air currents some five miles above the earth would carry 6,000 miles to the U.S. mainland.

Almost all of the balloon bombs that reached the West Coast were shot down or otherwise intercepted by the U.S. military. However, several did come down on American soil, including one near Bly Oregon. Several children and a woman examining the device were killed or injured when it exploded.
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	William (Buffalo Bill) Cody was awarded the Medal of Honor.


	Arthur MacArthur won the medal in the Civil War and his son, Douglas MacArthur, in World War I.


	Nineteen individuals have won the medal twice, among them, Thomas Ward Custer, the brother of George Armstrong Custer.






STORY OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

America's highest military award for bravery was conceived by Adjutant General Edward Townsend and signed into law December 21, 1861, by President Abraham Lincoln. Before World War I, 2,625 medals were handed out, most of them during the Civil War, when the award was given freely Every man in the Maine 27th Infantry got one as an incentive to reenlist.

An army review board later removed the names of 911 medal recipients as undeserving of the award, including all 846 given to the Maine 27th. To date, the following number of medals have been awarded.




	Before World War I
	1,714



	World War I
	124



	Peacetime
	18



	World War II
	464



	Korean War
	131



	Vietnam War
	245



	Somalia
	2



	Iraq War
	1 to date
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“Yesterday we rode on the pinnacle of success— today absolute ruin seems to be our portion. The Confederacy totters to its destruction.”

Confederate General Josiah Gorgas, writing in his diary following rebel defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg



THE ONLY WOMAN TO WIN THE MEDAL OF HONOR

There were only a few women doctors in the United States when the Civil War began. One was Dr. Mary E. Walker of New York, who immediately applied to become a surgeon in the Union Army. Rejected, she became a battlefield nurse and surgical assistant assigned to the 52nd Ohio Infantry.

In 1864, when her unit moved on, she stayed behind to treat Union wounded. She was captured and spent four months in prison before being paroled. Upon rejoining the Union Army she was commissioned a lieutenant and became a “contract surgeon.” Awarded the Medal of Honor, she proudly wore it everywhere.

Following the war, Dr. Walker became a campaigner for women's rights. Eccentric in manner, she tried to establish a separate colony for women only. In 1916, when a review board rescinded 911 Civil War Medals of Honor as inappropriate, Dr. Walker's medal was among them. She paced before the Capitol Building with a picket sign to protest the decision, to no avail. In 1977, President Jimmy Carter restored Dr. Walker's medal, making her the only female recipient of the honor.

THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

In the Peninsula Campaign of 1862, during the Union Army's retreat from Richmond, Willie Johnston of the 3rd Vermont was the only drummer boy in the division to emerge from the battle with his drum. On the recommendation of the division commander, he was awarded the Medal of Honor, becoming the youngest recipient of the award. He was thirteen years old.

2 CADETS WHO WERE KICKED OUT OF WEST POINT


	Edgar Allan Poe (1831)


	Timothy Leary (1942)
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	Poe was expelled for disobeying an order and “gross neglect of duty.”


	Leary left under threat of expulsion and later enrolled at the University of Alabama.






NOTABLE WEST POINT GRADUATES AND HOW THEY RANKED



	Douglas MacArthur (1903)
	1 in a class of 93



	Robert E. Lee (1829)
	2 in a class of 46



	William T. Sherman (1840)
	6 in a class of 42



	Omar Bradley (1915)
	44 in a class of 164



	Dwight Eisenhower (1915)
	61 in a class of 164



	George Patton (1909)
	46 in a class of 103



	John J. Pershing (1886)
	30 in a class of 77



	Ulysses S. Grant (1843)
	21 in a class of 39



	Jefferson Davis (1828)
	23 in a class of 33



	George A. Custer (1861)
	34 in a class of 34
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Custer was as undisciplined in the classroom as he was in battle. He was on the verge of suspension with excessive demerits all four of his years at West Point and was under detention when he graduated at the bottom of his class.



5 WRITERS AND A CARTOONIST WHO WERE AMBULANCE DRIVERS IN WORLD WAR I


	Ernest Hemingway


	John Dos Passos


	Dashiell Hammett


	W. Somerset Maugham


	Sidney Howard


	Walt Disney




ROBERT E. LEE'S 4-POINT STRATEGY IN POSITIONING AN ARMY FOR SUCCESS


	The defensive position should not appear too strong or the opposing army will not attack it.


	It should give cover to the troops both from view and fire from artillery and have a good field of fire.


	It should afford facilities for a counterattack.


	It should afford facilities for pursuit.




2 NOTORIOUS INDIVIDUALS WHO WENT AWOL

JOHN DILLINGER—On the run from police for auto theft, Dillinger eluded arrest by joining the Navy in 1923. He served on the USS Utah for a year, becoming a fireman third class, before jumping ship at Boston. He became infamous as a bank robber and the first “Public Enemy No. 1,” on the FBI's most wanted list.



JACK (LEGS) DIAMOND—Diamond was drafted into the army in World War I. He went AWOL, was captured, and spent a year in prison. He later became a mob boss in New York City and was arrested five times for murder before being gunned down by rival gangsters.

19 TERMS THAT ORIGINATED IN THE VIETNAM WAR

BAND-AID—A medic

BEANS AND DICKS—C-rations, hot dogs and beans

BEANS AND MOTHERFUCKERS—C-rations, lima beans and ham

BOOM-BOOM—Sex

CHARLIE—The enemy

CLUSTER FUCK—An operation that goes bad or that is disorganized

CRISPY CRITTERS—Burn victims

DIDDY-BOP—To walk carelessly in a combat situation

FNG—Short for Fucking New Guy or a replacement

FRAG—An attempt to kill a friendly officer with a grenade

HUMP—To march or hike carrying a rucksack, or to perform any arduous task

JOHN WAYNE—A can opener. Also used to describe someone who acts like a hero

LAY CHILLY—To freeze or stop all motion when on patrol

RABBITS—Black vernacular for white American soldiers

RINGKNOCKER—Military academy graduates, the reference being to the graduation rings they wore

TIGER SUIT—Camouflage fatigue uniform

TURTLES—New troop replacements, because it took so long for them to arrive

FINAL WORDS


“They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance.”
Union General John Sedgwick just before he was killed by a sharpshooter at Spotsylvania Courthouse
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“Sir, I am reading my Bible. I expect to be killed in a few minutes.”
Sergeant Benjamin Wall's reply when his lieutenant asked what he was doing. A few moments later he was killed in a charge at the Battle of Mansfield
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“All right, men, we can die but once. This is the time and place. Let us charge.”
Union General William Lytle, just before he was killed at the Battle of Chickamauga
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“If you are not going, just move out of the way and I will go ahead!”
Gunboat Commander Thomas M. Buchanan, ignoring warnings of rebel sharpshooters; killed as he stood on deck, at Bayou Teche, Louisiana



5 HEROES WHO BECAME MASS KILLERS

JACK SLADE—Served with distinction in the Mexican War (1846). Later became one of the West's most notorious killers. Hanged by vigilantes in 1864.



TOM HORN—A U.S. Army scout, he helped track down Geronimo. Later became a hired killer. Ironically, he was hanged for a murder he did not commit.

ALBERT DESALVO—Joined the U.S. Army at age seventeen, served in Korea, and rose to the rank of sergeant in the military police. In the 1960s, he murdered thirteen women and became infamous as the “Boston Strangler.”

ELMER BURKE—An Army Ranger in World War II, he destroyed a machine-gun nest, among other heroics. Highly decorated, he returned to civilian life to become a hired assassin.

HOWARD UNRUH—Won medals for bravery as a tank machine gunner in World War II. In 1949, he calmly gunned down thirteen people in Philadelphia in twelve minutes.

NATIONALITIES OF UNION SOLDIERS

(Based on 345,844 recruits entering service after March 6, 1863)



	United States
	237,391



	Germany
	35,035



	Ireland
	32,473



	Canada
	15,507



	England
	11,479



	France
	2,630



	Scotland
	2,127



	Other
	9,202




3 WARHORSES RIDDEN BY ROBERT E. LEE


	Ajax—Lee's first selection for a warhorse proved to be too large and awkward for the battlefield and was returned to the farm.


	Brown Roan—Ridden by Lee early in the war, this horse was retired due to blindness.


	Traveler—The horse that carried Lee through the war had the temperament and agility suitable to the battlefield. Traveler is buried on the campus of Washington and Lee University.




THE BATTLE OVER A HAIRCUT

When an enlistee enters today's military one of his first introductions is to the base barber, who shears his locks to the scalp. But in the Continental Army during the American Revolution, soldiers traditionally wore their hair braided in the back and secured by a ribbon.

Called a “queue” (or pigtail), it was proudly worn by officers and enlisted men alike. That changed in 1801, when General James Wilkinson issued an order requiring all soldiers to cut their pigtails. The edict was unpopular, but the men complied—with one exception. Colonel Thomas Butler, Jr., a hero of the Revolution, refused to cut his queue. His protest set off a four-year, one-man rebellion that inspired Congressional debate and eventually involved the President.

Because of his heroics in the Revolution, Butler was a favorite of George Washington. He also was popular among the troops and with members of Congress. For two years, Wilkinson ignored Butler's refusal to obey his order. But in 1803, when a controversy developed between the two officers, an angry Wilkinson ordered Butler arrested. He was found guilty of disobeying a direct order and spent six months under arrest. Andrew Jackson went to Washington to plead his case with President Thomas Jefferson.

Under pressure from fellow officers and Congress, Wilkinson restored Butler's rank and, once more, ordered him to cut his pigtail. When Butler again refused, Wilkinson had him hauled before another court martial. Found guilty, Butler faced a year in the brig.

Before the issue could be resolved, Butler contracted yellow fever. Sensing the end was near, he came up with a final act of defiance. He instructed his friends to bore a hole in the bottom of his casket.

“Let my queue hang down through it so that the damned old rascal may see that, even when dead, I refuse to obey his order,” he told them.

Colonel Butler went to his grave with his pigtail dangling defiantly beneath his coffin. He would have been disappointed to know that Wilkinson was not there to see it.
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“It is well war is so terrible—we should grow too fond of it.”

General Robert E. Lee following the Battle of Fredericksburg



AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN THE CIVIL WAR

African-Americans, both slave and free, played a major role in the American Civil War. By the end of the conflict, 178,975 black soldiers had served in the Union Army and engaged in 449 battles or skirmishes. Almost 30,000 others served in the U.S. Navy. By the end of the war, African-Americans comprised about one quarter of the Navy's manpower. More than 60,000 black soldiers and sailors died in the war—35,000 from diseases. The number of African-Americans who served in the Confederate Army is unclear. Slaves of light skin often accompanied their masters, enlisted as whites, and blended into the ranks. Some free blacks joined the rebel cause. In his book Blacks in America's Wars, historian Robert Mullen estimates that 93,000 blacks served in or with the Confederate Army, many of them as teamsters and laborers. Following are some of the battles in which black Union soldiers played a role:



	Island Mound, Missouri (10-29-62)
	Brice's Crossroads, Mississippi (6-10-64)



	Port Hudson, Louisiana (5-27-63)
	Battery Wagner, South Carolina (7-18-63)



	Milliken's Bend, Louisiana (6-7-63)
	New Market Heights, Virginia (9-29-64)



	Fort Butler, Louisiana (6-28-63)
	Fort Gilmer, Virginia (9-29-64)



	Honey Springs, Indian Territory (7-17-63)
	Saltville, Virginia (10-2-64)



	Poison Springs, Arkansas (4-18-64)
	Honey Hill, South Carolina (11-30-64)



	Fort Pillow, Tennessee (4-12-64)
	Overton Hill, Tennessee (12-16-64)



	Jenkins’ Ferry, Arkansas (4-30-64)
	Fort Blakely, Alabama (4-9-65)




THE MILITARY ORIGIN OF COMMON WORDS AND PHRASES

BAZOOKA—The shoulder-fired rocket launcher was named after a crude musical instrument used by comedian Bob Burns in one of his skits.

BUNK—Following the American Revolution, General Felix Walker was elected to Congress by the voters of Buncombe County, North Carolina. The general fancied himself an orator, an evaluation not shared by fellow Congressmen. Walker addressed the assembly at every opportunity, often at length on subjects clearly beyond his scope of knowledge. Each time he took the floor, he would preface his remarks by saying, “I speak for Buncombe.” Speaking for Buncombe soon became a catch phrase for meaningless chatter. Shortened to “bunk,” the word became a part of the English language.

GUNG HO—In the nineteenth century, when Westerners began pouring into China, they were awestruck by the Great Wall and other large public projects. They were especially fascinated by the Chinese ability to coordinate the labor of a large work force. On a signal from an overseer, the workers would chant “gung ho!” to synchronize their effort. The chant became a slogan for the U.S. Marine Corps under Lieutenant Colonel E. Carlson prior to World War II and eventually became an English expression for one who attacks a project with enthusiasm.



HIP—Following the Civil War, African-American musicians in New Orleans used discarded military instruments to create a new kind of music that evolved into jazz. The players often marched in parades. To keep them in cadence, the band leader would call out, “step! step! step!” much like an army drillmaster. Over time the cadence became “hep! hep! hep!” By the 1920s jazz musicians were being called hep cats. From “hep” evolved “hip,” to describe a musician who was “in the know.”

THE IMMELMANN MANEUVER—In World War I, German fighter ace Max Immelmann purportedly invented a combat maneuver in which he pulled his plane into a loop that brought him down on the tail of his pursuer. The maneuver made him famous. However, it did not prevent him from being shot down and killed.
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James A. Garfield could write Latin with one hand and Greek with the other—at the same time.



THE MILITARY ORIGIN OF COMMON WORDS AND PHRASES

CRANK—In medieval times, a dead soldier lying in a contorted position was referred to as a “crank.” With the coming of the Industrial Age, the term was applied to a crooked metal shaft used to start an engine. The early automobiles were started with hand cranks. Although the electric starter long ago replaced the hand crank, drivers still “crank” their cars each time they turn the ignition key.

JEEP—In the mid 1930s, Elzie Segar, creator of Popeye in the “Thimable Theater” comic strip, introduced the American public to a character named Eugene the Jeep. Segar's comic creation was a strange-appearing animal with super strength. With the approach of World War II, soldiers were introduced to a strange vehicle with the letters GP stenciled on it. In military language, that stood for “general purpose.” However, the GIs associated the rugged little vehicle with the comic character and the GP became known as the Jeep.

MILESTONE—To determine how far Caesar's legions had marched in a day, stones were placed at equal intervals along Roman roadways. The stones were located every one thousand steps, each step being five feet. Experienced pacers were employed to make the markers consistent. This distance was called a “mille,” Latin for one thousand. The mille was the ancestor of the modern mile. Translated into English, milestone came to symbolize a noteworthy event in one's life.

A STIFF UPPER LIP—Queen Anne of England did not like beards. To please her, British officers ordered men in the ranks to shave. The soldiers grudgingly did so, except for some who left a defiant growth on their upper lips. Although officers allowed the men to keep their mustaches, the slightest movement of the hair beneath a soldier's nose during inspection would bring a stern reprimand for breach of discipline. Thus, Queen Anne's finest learned to keep a “stiff upper lip” during inspections.
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The average height of Union soldiers was 5 feet, 6.5 inches; average chest size, 35 inches. By contrast, the average height of today's soldier is 5 feet 8 inches and average chest size is 38 inches.



GRANT AND SHERMAN IN CIVILIAN LIFE

It is ironic that the two best Union generals had similar difficulties adjusting to civilian life in the interim between the Mexican War and the Civil War.

ULYSSES S. GRANT—Upon leaving the Army in 1854, Grant became a farmer but failed at the endeavor. He was unsuccessful as a real estate salesman. He worked as a rent collector but could not make enough money to support his family. With the help of his brothers, he went into business for himself, but it failed. In 1861, when called to duty, he was working as a clerk in a store owned by his brothers.

WILLIAM T. SHERMAN—As a civilian between wars, Sherman failed at every vocation save one. He failed as a banker, real estate agent, architect, and lawyer before finding his niche as an educator. Hired by the State of Louisiana, he established a military school that later became Louisiana State University. When Louisiana seceded, Sherman resigned his position and joined the Union Army. Although he was at the school for one year, he was so attached to his cadets he became choked with emotion and could not finish his farewell speech.


[image: ] IT'S A FACT

Following the Civil War, Grant became President and Sherman turned down a shot at the office with the famous saying: “If nominated, I will not run. If elected, I will not serve.” Grant's Presidency was tarnished by corruption. When Grant was virtually broke late in life, Mark Twain urged him to write his biography, which he completed shortly before his death. Earnings from the book allowed his wife to live out her life in relative comfort.



THE LAST FULL MEASURE



	Official Casualties in Major U.S. Wars


	CONFLICT
	NO. SERVING
	BATTLE DEATHS
	OTHER DEATHS
	WOUNDED
	TOTAL



	American Revolution
	250,000
	4,435
	NA
	6,188
	10,623



	War of 1812
	286,730
	2,260
	NA
	4,505
	6,765



	Mexican War
	78,789
	1,733
	11,550
	4,152
	17,435



	Civil War, Union
	2,213,363
	140,415
	224,097
	281,881
	646,393



	Civil War, Confederate
	1,000,000 est.
	74,524
	59,297
	NA
	133,821



	Spanish-American War
	307,420
	385
	2,061
	1,662
	4,108



	World War I
	4,743,826
	53,513
	63,195
	204,002
	320,710



	World War II
	16,353,659
	292,131
	115,185
	671,846
	1,079,162



	Korean War
	5,764,143
	33,667
	3,249
	103,284
	140,200



	Vietnam War
	8,752,000
	47,393
	10,800
	153,363
	211,556



	Persian Gulf War
	467,939
	148
	151
	467
	766



	Afghan and Iraq
	Ongoing
	—
	—
	—
	—




These are official U.S. government totals. Most historians agree that Confederate totals are grossly understated. An estimated 31,000 Confederates who died in Northern prisons are not included in the totals.

THE MOVIE STAR WHO WAS A SPY

During World War II, she provided U.S. and British agents with the names of Nazi sympathizers in her country. Because of her ability to travel without suspicion, she also carried coded messages for Allied intelligence. The spy was Swedish movie star Greta Garbo.

ARMAMENT OF THE MARINES ON GUADALCANAL

In 1942 the best military equipment and supplies were going to the Atlantic Theater. This was the armament and equipment the 1st Marine Division carried ashore in the invasion of Guadalcanal:


	1,903 bolt-action, single shot Springfield rifles


	Leggings from World War I


	Cartridge belts from World War I


	Browning machine guns from World War I


	Mortars from World War I


	Ammunition that had been in storage since World War I





	The invasion of Guadalcanal was the first attempt by the U.S. to retake an island in the Pacific. Eleven thousand Marines held a small strip of beach and a landing strip against massive Japanese assaults for two months before reinforcements arrived. The Japanese poured 50,000 men and tons of armament onto the island but could not dislodge the Marines.


	Other than the Japanese, the Marines’ worst enemy on Guadalcanal was malaria. Quinine was unavailable. On any given day, 2,000 troops could be on sick call.


	The battle for Guadalcanal lasted six months, until the Japanese withdrew in February 1943. Casualties for Marine and Army personnel were 1,490 dead and 4,804 wounded. More than 25,000 Japanese were killed—many of them in banzai charges.


	In the air and naval battles that raged over and around Guadalcanal, the Japanese lost an estimated 600 planes. Both sides had twenty-four ships sunk, but the tonnage lost by the Japanese was much greater.




THE MILITARY ORIGIN OF COMMON WORDS AND PHRASES

BIG SHOT—During the Civil War, inventor John Dahlgren developed a huge cannon. Called the Dahlgren gun, it had an eleven-inch bore. The Dahlgren made all other artillery pieces look small. Upon seeing it for the first time, Union soldiers were awestruck. They referred to the officer who commanded the gun crew as the “big shot.” After the war, the words “big shot” came to symbolize a person of great importance.

BIKINI—In 1946 scientists exploded a test atom bomb on Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands. Several months later, skimpy, two-piece bathing suits appeared in store windows for the first time. Since the atom bomb was still big news, fashion experts called the swimsuits “bikinis” after the atoll where the explosion took place.

GREAT SCOTT!—At the outbreak of the Civil War, General Winfield Scott was the nation's highest-ranking officer. He was seventy-five years old and far too large to mount a horse, but his mind was still sharp. He drew up the Anaconda Plan, which the Union Army employed to squeeze the Confederacy into submission. Scott was a hero in the War of 1812 and the Mexican War, where he commanded the 1845 campaign that captured Mexico City. Vain and condescending to subordinate officers and men in the ranks, he was not well liked. The men referred to him derisively as “Great Scott!” In the Gay Nineties, almost thirty years after his death, “Great Scott!” inexplicably became a widely used substitute for swearing and is still used today to express surprise or awe.



HOOKER—The popular story is that this common word for prostitute comes from Union General Joe Hooker's declaration that association with ladies of the evening helped boost the morale of his troops. Supposedly, the general let prostitution flourish when he was military commander at Washington, D.C., during the Civil War. Actually, Hooker's stay in the nation's capital was brief and he never commanded the troops there. A more likely source for the name comes from New York City's notorious Corlears Hook neighborhood, where brothels lined the streets. Sailors from the nearby waterfront called the girls who worked there hookers.

TAILSPIN—Early in World War I, if a plane went into a downward spiral the pilot knew he was doomed. Engineers trying to solve the problem called it “autoro-tation.” Pilots called it a “tailspin.” Until 1916, no pilot had been able to pull out of a tailspin without crashing. When British pilot Eddie Stinson's plane began spiraling earthward, he figured if he was going to die he wanted to do it quickly. He gunned his craft and, to his amazement, the plane righted itself. Stinson's action solved a problem that had eluded aviation engineers. After the war, barnstorming pilots routinely thrilled air-show crowds by pulling out of tailspins using the lifesaving maneuver accidentally discovered by Stinson.


[image: ] NOTABLE QUOTE

“Give me Confederate infantry and Yankee artillery and I'll whip the world.”

Confederate General D. H. Hill



THE “HELLFIGHTERS” OF WORLD WAR I

In France there stands a monument honoring the most decorated American military unit in World War I—the 369th Infantry. The men of the 369th were so ferocious in battle, the Germans called them the “fighters from hell.” Ironically the men of this storied unit did not fight beside their fellow Americans. Because they were black, they were assigned to the French Army and performed their heroics under the flag of France.

The 369th was formed as a National Guard unit in New York in 1913. They drilled on the streets of Harlem and met in an abandoned dance hall. When the United States entered World War I in 1917, they were among the first American troops sent to Europe. They performed labor duties until assigned to the French. Among their accomplishments:


	They served in combat 191 consecutive days, longer than any other American regiment.


	They were the first Allied regiment to reach the Rhine River.


	They never lost a man to capture and never lost a foot of ground.


	The regiment was cited eleven times for bravery.


	By the end of the war, 171 officers and men of the 369th were awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French.





[image: ] NOTABLE QUOTE

“It was all my fault, all my fault!”

Lee to Pickett's men as they fell back from Cemetery Ridge



THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN GENERAL

Between the world wars, the “Harlem Hellfighters,” as they became known, produced the first African-American general in the U.S. Army—Benjamin O. Davis. In World War II the unit fought in the Pacific Theater and was decorated for repulsing Japanese attacks on Okinawa. The war in Korea marked the last time they fought as an all-black regiment.

THE MOST DECORATED “HELLFIGHTER”

Henry Johnson was a railroad porter when he joined the National Guard unit that became the 369th Infantry. On May 14, 1918, he was on guard duty when the Germans attempted a surprise attack. The sentry with him was seriously wounded in the first exchange of fire, leaving Johnson to beat back the attack alone. Although wounded himself, Johnson killed four German soldiers and left thirty-two wounded on the field. He was awarded the Croix de Guerre with star and palm—France's highest military honor.

HOW 3 OFFICERS DEALT WITH INSUBORDINATION

GENERAL ISRAEL PUTNAM—Following the battle of Bunker Hill, Colonial soldiers were building breast-works under the watchful eye of Putnam. Riding down the line, he spotted a large rock and asked a soldier to place it on the wall. “Sir, I am a corporal!” the soldier protested. “I ask your pardon,” Putnam replied. The general dismounted, picked up the rock, and placed it on the wall, to the delight of the men and embarrassment of the corporal.

GENERAL NATHAN BEDFORD FORREST—As his army crossed a rain-swollen stream, one of Forrest's supply wagons overturned. Fearing the mules might drown, he ordered a private to go into the water and cut the team loose. The soldier took one look at the swift-running current and refused. Forrest calmly dismounted, plunged into the stream, freed the mules, and led them to the bank. He then grabbed the private by the shirt collar and seat of his pants and hurled him into the stream.

LIEUTENANT JEFFERSON DAVIS—Assigned to duty at Fort Crawford—a remote outpost on the Mississippi River in southwestern Wisconsin—in 1831, young Jeff Davis, a lieutenant not long out of West Point, had difficulty earning the respect of the grizzled veterans stationed there. When a private refused to obey an order, Davis lit into him with his fists, instead of putting him on report. After beating the soldier into submission, Davis informed him that he would not report the incident since it was a fair fight. Davis had no more problems with insubordination.

THE PEACE PRESIDENT

Woodrow Wilson was known as the “Peace President” because of his attempts to establish a League of Nations following World War I. His record:


	He sent troops to invade Mexico ten times during his administration.


	Dispatched Marines to Haiti in 1915, killing some 3,000 Haitians.


	Sent U.S. troops to occupy the Dominican Republic in 1916.


	Sent troops to invade Cuba in 1917.


	Dispatched U.S. soldiers to occupy Panama in 1918.


	Sent soldiers to Nicaragua in 1918 to assure election of his hand-picked presidential candidate, then forced him to sign a treaty beneficial to U.S. business interests.


	Sent an army to Europe to fight in World War I and “make the world safe for democracy.”


	In 1918, he dispatched troops to Russia to assist the White Army in its struggle against the communists.


	In 1919 sent U.S. warships to blockade Russian ports.




3 DUELS THAT DID NOT TAKE PLACE

GEORGE WASHINGTON AND WILLIAM PAYNE—In 1754, Colonel Washington got into a heated argument with Payne over candidates for the Virginia Assembly. Payne responded to a personal insult by striking Washington with a stick. Several soldiers grabbed Payne, but Washington ordered his release. Everyone expected



a challenge to a duel when Washington sent Payne a note requesting a meeting at the local tavern. When Payne arrived, he found Washington sitting at a table with wineglasses instead of pistols. To Payne's surprise, Washington apologized for the insult. “I was wrong,” the future President said. “You have already had some satisfaction, and if you deem that sufficient, here is my hand.” The two became friends and, from that day, Payne was an ardent supporter of Washington.

ANDREW JACKSON AND WAIGHTSTILL AVERY—Jackson and Avery were opposing lawyers in a 1788 trial when a heated exchange resulted in Jackson being accused of taking illegal fees. Jackson was furious. He ripped a page from a law book and scrawled a message demanding satisfaction. Aware of Jackson's reputation as a duelist, Avery's friends pleaded with him to call off the affair. Jackson refused and the two met on the field of honor. The peacemakers on both sides finally were successful in getting Jackson to call off the duel. Following an apology by Avery, the two fired their pistols in the air, ending the affair.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND AN UNKNOWN SOLDIER—When Lincoln was in the Illinois militia in the Black Hawk War, he got into an argument with a fellow militiaman. Unable to talk his way out of a challenge to a duel, young Lincoln reluctantly accepted. He sent word to his adversary that he was prepared to meet him. His choice of weapons was broadswords. Lincoln was an imposing physical specimen, standing six feet four and weighing over two hundred pounds. The prospect of facing such an opponent wielding a broadsword had a sobering effect on his much smaller challenger. Lincoln never heard back from him.

BARON VON WHO?

The two men perhaps most responsible for the Colonial Army's victory in the American Revolution might have been Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais and Baron Friedrich von Steuben. So what about George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette? They were instrumental. The contributions of de Beaumarchais and von Steuben were vital to the outcome.

De Beaumarchais was a poet, playwright, Paris gadfly, and sometimes diplomat, who talked the King of France into providing gold, guns, ammunition, warships, and, finally, the French Army and Navy to support the American rebellion.

Von Steuben was the stern Prussian officer hired to whip Washington's undisciplined Colonials into shape and from whom the Colonial commander received a liberal education in military tactics. Although often ignored by historians, it is interesting to note that Washington's success on the battlefield improved considerably when von Steuben was present. That included the climactic Battle of Yorktown in 1781, where von Steuben was involved in planning the strategy that trapped the British Army against the ocean, ending the war.

“A BETTER JUDGE OF MEN THAN I”

While stationed at Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, in 1832, Lieutenant Jeff Davis became smitten with Sarah Taylor, the beautiful, eighteen-year-old daughter of Colonel Zachary Taylor, the post commander. Another daughter, Anne, recently had married an army surgeon without Taylor's consent, prompting him to place his two remaining daughters “off limits” to post personnel.

When Taylor learned that Davis was seeing Sarah behind his back, the colonel announced his intention to shoot his young aide. Peggy Taylor managed to calm her husband before he could carry out the threat. Upon learning that Taylor had threatened to shoot him, Davis announced that he was going to challenge Taylor to a duel. Fellow officers restrained him until he calmed down.

Taylor transferred Davis to a post in St. Louis, well away from Sarah. Two years later, Davis left the army and he and Sarah were married in Louisville, Kentucky, where she was staying with relatives. Taylor did not attend. Tragically, Sarah contracted yellow fever and died just three months after the ceremony.

The estrangement between Davis and Taylor lasted for twelve years. In the Mexican War, Davis was in command of a Mississippi regiment in Taylor's 6,500-man army when the Americans came up against 15,000 men under Santa Anna at Buena Vista. Davis's troops turned back a massive cavalry attack on Taylor's left flank, assuring a U.S. victory. Afterward, Taylor thanked him and admitted, “My daughter was a better judge of men than I.”


[image: ] NOTABLE QUOTE

“That old man had my division slaughtered at Gettysburg!”

A still-bitter George Pickett on Lee years after the ill-fated charge at Cemetery Ridge



HOW “FAT HENRY” BECAME A HERO

Following the Battle of Bunker Hill, Washington's Continental Army held the heights outside Boston, placing the British Army under siege. From out of the ranks, a young man came to Washington with a plan to fortify the position. The commander was so impressed he placed the soldier in charge of fortifications.

Next he told Washington that, without artillery, the British still might overrun the position. He reminded Washington that the abandoned fort at Ticonderoga in upstate New York had plenty of cannons just sitting there. He volunteered to lead an expedition to bring them to Boston.

Washington was doubtful that the guns could be moved in the dead of winter, much less all the way to Boston. His aides also were skeptical that an overweight city boy could brave the rugged wilderness and accomplish the task. With nothing to lose, Washington approved the expedition. What Washington did not realize was that this was no ordinary city boy.

Everyone called him “Fat Henry.” He weighed almost 300 pounds and was something of a klutz. He even had two fingers missing from his left hand, the result of a hunting accident. He was a bookworm and, in fact, owned a bookstore. Well read on many subjects, his favorite topic was military history. He had studied all of the great battles of Europe and knew the most minute details about them.

Henry and several volunteers reached the fort in early December 1775. They strapped forty-three cannons and sixteen mortars on hurriedly built barges to float them down Lake George. They had barely departed when a blizzard descended on them. They abandoned the lake, built sleds, and purchased horses and oxen to tug the cannons over the snow.

Through dense wilderness, across frozen streams, and over the rugged Berkshire Mountains they moved southward, sometimes covering no more than a few hundred yards a day Two more blizzards came, dropping temperatures below zero. Still they trudged on, defying the elements. Finally, two months after they set out on their journey, the party limped into Framingham, Massachusetts.

In the dead of one of the worst New England winters ever, Henry and his men delivered fifty-five artillery pieces weighing 119,000 pounds. Once the cannons were placed on the hills overlooking Boston, the British abandoned the city and sailed for Canada.

Fat Henry's real name was Henry Knox. He was twenty-four at Bunker Hill. By the time he was twenty-five he would be a brigadier general and Washington's artillery officer. He became the nation's first secretary of war, and Fort Knox would be named in his honor. He retired from public life at age forty-three. Of all his accomplishments, the least known might be his most important. During the war he started an artillery school that later became the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.


[image: ] NOTABLE QUOTE

You're in the army now,
You're in the army now,
You'll never get rich,
You son of a bitch,
You're in the army now.

A favorite marching cadence of drill instructors welcoming recruits to the army



WORLD WAR II AIR ACES BY COUNTRY

American aces from each branch of the U.S. military are included in the listing.

MAJOR ERICH HARTMANN, German Luftwaffe, 352 kills

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HIROYOSHI NISHIZAWA, Japan, 104 kills

CAPTAIN HANS H. WIND, Finland, 75 kills

MAJOR IVAN KOZHEDUB, Soviet Union, 62 kills

MAJOR RICHARD BONG, United States Air Force, 40 kills

WING COMMANDER J. E. JOHNSON, Great Britain, 38 kills

CAPTAIN DAVID McCAMPBELL, United States Navy, 34 kills

CAPTAIN PIERRE CLOSTERMANN, France, 33 kills

LIEUTENANT COLONEL GREGORY BOYINGTON, United States Marines, 28 kills


	Hartmann's total kills included 342 Soviet aircraft, seven U.S., and three British. He was twenty years old when he joined the Luftwaffe in 1941. He flew 1,425 missions and engaged in more than 800 dogfights. In one day in 1944, he shot down eleven Soviet planes. Hartmann crash-landed or parachuted to safety sixteen times. After the war Hartmann visited the United States several times and counted some high-ranking U.S. officers among his friends.


	Johnson's status as Great Britain's leading air ace has been challenged by historians. Squadron leader M. T. Pattle is believed to have shot down more than forty enemy aircraft. However, some of his records were lost and not all of his kills can be confirmed.


	Boyington was commander of the famous Black Sheep Squadron in the Pacific Theater. Included in his total of twenty-eight kills are six Japanese planes shot down when he was with the Flying Tigers in China.




THE PRICE OF SOUTHERN SECESSION


	One of every nineteen Southerners in the eleven seceding states perished during the Civil War. Equated to today's population in those same states, the death toll would be 4.6 million.


	Including those who were killed and those who fled to other locales, the population of the South was reduced by 500,000 during the war.


	One of every four white men of military age in the South died in the war.


	Of the farms and plantations in the South in 1861, more than 400,000 were destroyed, abandoned, bankrupt, or otherwise insolvent at the end of the war.


	Sixty-six percent of the assessed wealth of the South in 1861 had vanished by 1865.


	In Mississippi, in 1866, twenty percent of the state budget was set aside to purchase artificial limbs.





[image: ] NOTABLE QUOTE

“War I despise. But if brought to my door, I will be home.”

James A. Garfield, Civil War officer and U.S. President



SURVIVAL STORIES OF 2 FAMOUS INDIVIDUALS

47 DAYS AT SEA

When American soldiers liberated a prison camp in Japan in 1945, among the inhabitants was an airman, more dead than alive. He weighed only seventy-seven pounds.

His name was Louis Zamperini. A decade earlier, he was one of America's most renowned athletes. In 1936 Zamperini was still in high school when he earned a spot on the United States Olympic track team. Sportswriters were predicting that he would become the best distance runner ever. But a youthful prank at the Olympic Games in Berlin not only cost him a chance to compete, it almost cost his life. On a dare, he tried to steal Adolf Hitler's personal flag. German guards caught him and almost beat him to death.

Recovering from his injuries, Zamperini returned to the U.S., where he shattered collegiate records in the mile run and came close to eclipsing the world record. With the outbreak of World War II, he became a fighter pilot. Shot down over the Pacific, he drifted in a raft for forty-seven days before being picked up by a Japanese patrol boat.

Zamperini survived two and a half years of hard labor, brutal treatment, and near starvation in a succession of prison camps before being rescued. After the war, Zamperini became a missionary. He returned to Japan, sought out the prison guards who had brutalized him, and forgave them.

LOST IN THE PACIFIC

On November 14, 1942, the crew of a Navy Catalina flying boat spotted a life raft bobbing like a white speck on the Pacific Ocean, some 600 miles from the island of Samoa. There was a cheer from the crew when a flyover revealed three survivors. The most intense search-rescue mission of World War II was over.

The saga had begun on October 21, when an Army bomber ran out of fuel and went down with a very important passenger on board. Searchers found part of the crew stranded on a small island, but four were missing, including the VIP. For three weeks, search planes combed the area before the raft was spotted.

During the survivors’ twenty-three-day ordeal, one member of the bomber crew had died and was buried at sea. Among the three who were rescued was Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, World War I fighter ace and one of America's greatest heroes.

THE LARGEST AIRBORNE ASSAULT

Contrary to popular belief, the largest airborne assault by paratroopers and gliders in World War II did not take place on D-Day June 6, 1944. It occurred three months later on September 17, when three Allied divisions, totaling 34,000 troops, landed by glider and parachute at Arnhem, the Netherlands. The operation required 2,800 planes and 1,600 gliders.
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“Send me more men—and fewer questions.”

General Stonewall Jackson in a report to the Confederate War Department



15 WORST NONCOMBAT MILITARY MARITIME DISASTERS


	1865—Sultana: A steamboat carrying Union soldiers, many of them recently released from Confederate prisons, blew up and sank in the Mississippi River near Memphis, Tennessee; 1,450 fatalities.


	1898—The Maine: U.S. battleship blown apart by a massive explosion in Havana Harbor; 260 fatalities.


	1924—USS Mississippi: Explosion in gun turret of battleship off the coast at San Pedro, California; 48 fatalities.


	1939—The Squalus: U.S. submarine mysteriously sank off the coast of New Hampshire; 26 fatalities.


	1942—Truxtun: U.S. destroyer collided with the cargo ship Pollux and ran aground off the coast of Newfoundland and sank; 204 fatalities.


	1944—Three destroyers in the U.S. Third Fleet went down in a typhoon in the Philippine Sea; 790 fatalities.


	1952—Hobson and Wasp: The U.S. destroyer Hobson collided with the aircraft carrier Wasp in the Atlantic; 178 fatalities.


	1960—Constellation: Fire broke out aboard the aircraft carrier docked at the Brooklyn Navy Yard; 48 fatalities.


	1963—Thresher: U.S. Navy atomic submarine disappeared in the North Atlantic; 129 fatalities.


	1967—Forrestal: U.S. aircraft carrier caught fire off the coast of North Vietnam; 134 fatalities.


	1968—Scorpion: Nuclear submarine lost in the Atlantic near the Azores. Not located until six months later; 99 fatalities. Some say that the Scorpion was torpedoed by a Russian sub.


	1969—Evans: U.S. destroyer cut in half in collision with Australian aircraft carrier Melbourne in South China Sea; 74 fatalities.


	1981—Nimitz: A Marine combat jet crashed-landed on the deck of the aircraft carrier; 14 fatalities.


	1989—Iowa: Explosion occurs in gun turret of U.S. battleship; 47 fatalities.




THE 25 BEST WAR MOVIES



	(As selected by the author in no particular order)



	All Quiet on the Western Front
	The Blue and the Gray (TV series)



	To Hell and Back
	The Blue Max



	The Longest Day
	Friendly Persuasion



	The Red Badge of Courage
	Memphis Belle



	Gettysburg
	The Bridge on the River Kwai



	The Birth of a Nation
	The Patriot



	Midway
	Glory



	Patton
	Shenandoah



	Saving Private Ryan
	The Deer Hunter



	Platoon
	Gods and Generals



	Tora! Tora! Tora!
	Paths of Glory



	Apocalypse Now
	Sahara



	Black Hawk Down
	




WHAT IF IT HAD NOT RAINED …

On August 28, 1776… General George Washington might have lost his entire army, and the American Revolution. On August 27, following a terrible defeat in the Battle of Long Island, Washington's Continental Army was trapped on the western end of the island. The British might have annihilated the Colonials but



decided to wait until the weather cleared. Following a storm at sea, a thick fog enveloped the island, providing cover for the Colonials to escape across the East River to Manhattan Island and eventually to the mainland. Washington had lost New York but saved his army to fight another day.

On October 16, 1781… Lord Cornwallis's British Army might have eluded capture and prolonged the American Revolution. Cornwallis's army was trapped at Yorktown by a combined force of 15,000 American and French troops at his front and a fleet of French warships at his back. Outnumbered two to one on shore and unable to evacuate by sea, the British general came up with a bold plan to save his army. He would send his troops across the York River on barges under cover of darkness and try to link up with the British Army at New York. As the evacuation began, a violent thunderstorm descended. The barges were swept five miles downstream, where French soldiers captured a number of Cornwallis's men. More important, they confiscated the barges, eliminating Cornwallis's last hope of saving his army. Three days later, he surrendered.

On July 4, 1863… General Robert E. Lee might have lost the Army of Northern Virginia. On July 3, after two days of bloody fighting at Gettysburg, an impatient General Lee sent 11,000 men under General George Pickett against the strength of the Union Army holding Cemetery Ridge. Union artillery and a heavy concentration of infantry firepower cut the Confederate ranks to pieces. As the survivors struggled back down the hill, Lee's greatest fear was that Union General George Meade might counterattack his badly wounded army. That night, under the cover of a rainstorm, Lee began evacuating his troops. By July 4, he had completed the withdrawal, denying Meade a chance to attack and destroy the rebel army Meade's indecision prolonged the war for almost two more years, costing hundreds of thousands of additional Union and Confederate casualties.

THE STRENGTH OF U.S. ARMED FORCES
(1789-2004)
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Women make up fifteen percent of the nation's modern military. Nurses and medical personnel are included in the totals listed here.



SO YOU THINK YOU'RE UNDERPAID


	The pay period for Union and Confederate soldiers traditionally was every two months.


	A Confederate private was paid $11 a month, compared to $13 for a Union private. Rebel noncoms and officers received less pay than their Union counterparts. The highest pay for a Confederate general was $301, compared to $758 in the Union Army.


	Monthly pay for black privates in the Union Army was $10. However, a $3 uniform fee was withheld, leaving the soldier with $7. Some black soldiers refused to take any pay, in protest of the inequity. The policy finally was changed near the end of the war, and black soldiers received the same as their white counterparts.


	In the final two years of the war, pay was sporadic on the Southern side and the currency they received virtually worthless. Even in the early stages of the war, rebel soldiers often went several months without pay. Many rebel soldiers were not paid at all in the final year of the war.




ABOUT THE WO RLD WAR II MEMORIAL


	DEDICATED: Memorial Day Weekend, May 29, 2004, in Washington, D.C.


	LOCATION: On the National Mall between the Washington Monument and Lincoln Memorial.


	MATERIALS: Bronze and granite. The granite was mined from quarries in Georgia and South Carolina.


	COST: $175 million. Although some public funds were used, most came from private donations. Schoolchildren across the nation raised money for the project. Among those making large contributions was movie actor Tom Hanks.


	ARCHITECT: Frederich St. Florian won a national competition to design the memorial.


	PLACEMENT The significance of placing the memorial between the Washington Monument and Lincoln Memorial: Washington was the key figure in the defining moments of the eighteenth century (the American Revolution and birth of the nation), and Lincoln in the nineteenth century (the Civil War that preserved the nation). World War II is considered the defining moment of the twentieth century.


	THE DESIGN: The entrance features twenty-four bronze panels depicting World War II scenes. Two large arches (forty-three feet tall) represent the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters of the war. Fifty-six granite pillars, each seventeen feet high, surround a plaza. Each pillar is inscribed with the name of a state or territory from the period. A Freedom Wall is decorated with 4,000 gold stars, commemorating the more than 400,000 Americans who died in World War II. During the war, a gold star was presented to the families of soldiers who were killed. Mothers of slain sons were called “Gold Star Mothers.”
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“A crow could not fly over it without carrying his rations with him.”

General Philip Sheridan after his army marched through the Shenandoah Valley
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	The erratic behavior of Confederate generals Braxton Bragg, Joe Wheeler, and John Bell Hood has been attributed by some historians to their consumption of whiskey laced with opiates.


	Following the Civil War, tens of thousands of drug-addicted veterans, North and South, returned home. Federal and state governments responded to their needs by supplying them with free morphine. The morphine came in small blue bottles. Because the containers were attractive to children, generations of daughters and granddaughters of Civil War veterans grew up collecting and playing with the blue bottles.






WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

In the famous painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware, the most common criticism is that the general would have known better than to stand in the bow of a rowboat in a gale-tossed river in a sleet storm. However, there are far more inaccuracies in the picture than the general's obvious disregard for safety.


	The Stars and Stripes flag shown in the painting did not exist until almost a year after the crossing took place.


	The boats used by Washington's troops were forty to sixty feet long, not at all like the small vessel depicted in the painting.


	No soldier would point the muzzle of his weapon skyward when it was sleeting.


	In the painting, Washington is not crossing the Delaware. He is crossing the Rhine River in Germany.


	The Continental soldiers in the boat are not Americans. They are Germans.




The famous painting was rendered by Emanuel Leutze in 1851, seventy-five years after the event took place. Leutze grew up in Philadelphia but moved to Dusseldorf, Germany, where he became an art instructor. He painted the scene in his studio, using art students as models for Continental soldiers and the Rhine as a backdrop for the storm-tossed Delaware.

TWO UNUSUAL APPOINTMENTS


	General George Washington's choice for director of the Department for Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies, a division of his Headquarters Secret Service, was none other than Aaron Burr.


	When Thomas Jefferson became president in 1801, the U.S. Navy consisted of a few aging warships and no one wanted the job of Secretary of the Navy. After being turned down by several potential appointees, Jefferson advertised the position in newspapers. He received only one response, that being from Robert Smith of Maryland. Jefferson hired him, and Smith served as Secretary of the Navy for nine years. In that time, he built the navy into a force that demanded world respect.




MONTHLY MILITARY PAY THEN AND NOW



	RANK
	UNION ARMY (1865)
	U.S. ARMY (2006)



	Recruit (Pvt. E-1)
	13
	1,178



	Private (E-2)
	13
	1,427



	Pvt. First Class
	13
	1,501



	Corporal
	13
	1,663



	Sergeant
	17
	1,814



	Staff Sgt.
	20
	1,980



	Warrant Officer
	—
	2,361.30



	2nd Lieutenant
	105
	2,416.20



	1st Lieutenant
	105
	2,783.10



	Captain
	115
	3,221.40



	Major
	169
	3,663.90



	Lt. Colonel
	181
	4,246.50



	Colonel
	212
	5,094.00



	Brig. General
	315
	6,872.70



	Major General
	457
	8,271.00



	Lt. General
	758
	11,689.50



	General
	758
	13,365.00





	Monthly pay scale for current U.S. Army personnel effective through 2003. Scale represents minimum pay based on two years or less at listed rank and varies with years of service. Pay for lieutenant general and general based on twenty years of service. Brigadier general through major general are limited to $11,875 per month regardless of length of service.




DRUGS AND MEDICINES IN THE CIVIL WAR

During the war, the North could import the latest drugs from Europe, including critical supplies of quinine. Not so in the blockaded South. The Confederacy was forced to establish medical laboratories to produce drugs for military use.

These labs turned out medicines concocted, for the most part, from indigenous plants, including ground leaves, tree bark, and roots. By the end of the war, Southerners were demonstrating unusual inventiveness by developing experimental plant species with medicinal qualities through grafting and cross-pollination. They managed to produce opium, but a substitute for quinine eluded them. Quinine was the most valuable of all the war's medicines because it was effective in treating malaria as well as other ailments.

The most common medicine of the war, by far, was alcohol in the form of medicinal whiskey and brandy. Powdered leaves from toxic plants, opium, silkweed roots, cayenne pepper, and other questionable “medicines” were mixed with whiskey to treat a wide range of illnesses.


[image: ] IT'S A FACT

Gertrude Janeway the last living widow of Union veteran John Janeway, died in January, 2003 at age 93. Alberta Stewart Martin, the last widow of a Confederate veteran, died in May 2004. She married William Martin in February, 1934 when he was 81 and she was 21.



AN UNUSUAL TREATMENT IS DISCOVERED

The Union infirmary at Chattanooga housed both Union and Confederate wounded. Doctors from both sides attended the men. In a period when medicine availability became extremely low, the Union soldiers had their wounds treated by chloroform and lint—the lint being used to keep maggots out of the wounds.

There was no medicine for the rebels, and their wounds soon became infested with maggots. That is when Confederate doctors made a discovery. The wounds of the rebels were healing faster than those of Union patients.

The Southern doctors knew nothing about bacteria, but they did know the maggots were keeping the wounds clean and the rebel patients were recovering more quickly than their Union counterparts. Although the evidence was clear, the Northern doctors continued to treat their soldiers with the prescribed medicines.

THE EVER-THINNING RANKS

A controversy over the location and design of the World War II Memorial delayed its construction for several years. Congress finally ended the squabble by approving the memorial. The reason: World War II vets, then in their seventies and eighties, were dying at an alarming rate, and lawmakers wanted to afford those who remained a chance to see the memorial.

Of the 16,000,000 Americans who served in World War II, less than 6,000,000 are still alive. The vets are dying at a rate of 1,100 a day, or more than 380,000 a year. Regrettably, they soon will go the way of the nation's Civil War veterans, who died off at an alarming rate in the 1930s.

PERILS OF BEING TREATED FOR DIARRHEA IN THE CIVIL WAR

More soldiers died in the Civil War from diseases than bullets. In fact, more soldiers died from diarrhea than were killed in battle. Treatments for diarrhea in the 1860s depended on the whim of the doctor, and the cure often was worse than the condition. For example: A soldier complaining of a three-month case of diarrhea was admitted to a Philadelphia hospital. He was treated with doses of lead acetate, opium, aromatic sulfuric acid, tincture of opium, silver nitrate, belladonna, calomel, and ipecac. He died in two weeks.

THE GREATEST AMERICAN NAVAL BATTLE

The greatest naval engagement of modern times was the Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Philippines from October 22-27, 1944. Involved in the six-day sea-air struggle were 231 ships and 1,996 aircraft. Of the sixty-five Japanese ships engaged, thirty-three were sunk. The Allies lost only six ships out of a fleet of 166. However, the all-time greatest sea battle in terms of the number of ships and men involved took place in 480 B.C., when a Greek fleet of 310 ships defeated a Persian armada of more than 800 vessels with more than 30,000 men involved on both sides.

OFFICERS KILLED BY THEIR OWN TROOPS


	General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson—At the Battle of Chancellorsville, on the night of May 2, 1863, Jackson was returning from a scout behind Union lines with several of his staff when they were mistaken for Yankee cavalry. North Carolina troops fired on them, mortally wounding Jackson. Doctors amputated his left arm, but he died eight days later of pneumonia. Informed of his death, Robert E. Lee said: “Jackson lost his left arm. I have lost my right.”


	General Albert S. Johnston—On April 6, 1862, at the Battle of Shiloh, Commanding General Johnston's rebel army appeared on the brink of victory when several of his regiments refused to advance. Johnston went to the front to rally the men. He was preparing to lead a charge when a bullet fired by one of his troops struck his leg. Thinking it was a minor wound, Johnston ignored it until he began reeling in the saddle and a staff officer had to keep him from falling. When Johnston's boot was removed, it was soaked with blood. Within minutes he bled to death. The charge stalled, allowing General Ulysses Grant's Union Army to narrowly escape a disastrous defeat.


	General Thomas Williams—The Union commander at the Battle of Baton Rouge was attempting to rally his troops for a counterattack when he was struck in the chest by a bullet fired by one of his soldiers. Almost at the same instant, second-in-command General G. T Roberts was killed, also possibly by friendly fire. Although the infantry was routed at Baton Rouge, fire from gunboats stopped the Confederate advance, preserving a Union victory.


	Colonel David Marcus—Marcus resigned his position at the Pentagon to enlist in the newly formed Israeli Army On the night of June 10, 1948, during the Israeli War for Independence, he was shot and killed while urinating in a field. One of his own sentries mistook him for an Arab since he had a bedsheet wrapped around him.


	Lieutenants Richard Harlan and Thomas Dellwo— Early in the morning of March 16, 1971, someone at the U.S. Army base in Bienhoa, Vietnam, cut a hole in the screen covering the offices’ quarters and threw a fragmentation grenade inside. Harlan and Dellwo were killed. Private Billy Dean Smith was arrested and court-martialed for the crime but was found innocent. The perpetrator of the crime was never determined.


	Maj. Gregory Stone and Capt. Chris Seifert—On March 23, 2003, in an attack prosecutors say was motivated by religious extremism, Sgt. Hasan Akbar threw grenades into military command center tents in Kuwait, killing Capt. Chris Seifert. Major Gregory Stone died several days later, and 14 others were wounded. Two years later, a military jury found Akbar guilty of premeditated and attempted murder. He is currently on death row awaiting appeal.




A PREDICTION THAT CAME TRUE


“If the Japanese attack us, it will be at Pearl Harbor.”

— General George S. Patton in a letter written in 1936



MILITARY WEAPONS NAMED FOR THEIR INVENTORS

COLT REVOLVER (1836)—Samuel Colt was sixteen when he ran away from home and went to sea. Aboard the ship, he carved a wooden replica of a pistol with a revolving chamber. In 1836, when he was only twenty-two years old, he built a revolver and got a patent. In 1855 he finally began mass-producing the weapon. The Colt revolver was the handgun of choice in the Civil War, and his “six-shooter” became the storied weapon that tamed the American West.

GATLING GUN (1862)—Dr. Richard J. Gatling was trained to save lives, not to build a rapid-fire weapon capable of destroying them. Although he studied medicine, he never practiced as a doctor. He was an inventor, specializing in producing agricultural equipment when the Civil War began. Gatling developed a crank-operated forerunner of the machine gun in 1862. He thought the weapon would create such horrific casualties it would end warfare. Union military experts were not impressed and rejected the weapon for almost two years. It finally was adopted after Gatling hired a civilian crew to demonstrate its effectiveness in a combat situation.

WINCHESTER RIFLE (1867)—Oliver F. Winchester was a successful manufacturer of shirts when he became interested in weapons. In 1857, he purchased the Volcanic Repeating Arms Company. An astute businessman, Winchester hired the best inventors and gun designers away from competitors and bought up patents. In 1867, he established the Winchester Repeating Arms Company. His rifle became the favorite weapon of the American frontier. Winchester virtually monopolized the repeating-rifle market for the last half of the nineteenth century.

MAXIM MACHINE GUN (1883)—Sir Hiram Maxim was a remarkable inventor—a pioneer in the development of nineteenth-century automotive and aviation science. He even built a multiwing aircraft well before the Wright brothers and managed to briefly get it off the ground before it crashed. Born in the United States, he moved to England in 1881 at age forty-one. In 1883 he produced the first modern machine gun and built a factory to manufacture it. During his career, he was granted 122 patents in the United States and 149 in Great Britain. His formulas for aviation thrust and lift were used by early aircraft builders (including the Wright brothers) to produce the first practical airplanes. For his scientific contributions, he was knighted by Queen Victoria.

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN (1920)—General John T. Thompson was a West Point graduate who served in the U.S. Army's Ordnance Department. Following World War I, in 1920, he invented the rapid-fire submachine gun, which proved to be a deadly close-range weapon. It was first used as a military weapon in 1926 when U.S. Marines invaded Nicaragua. In the 1930s the “Tommy gun” became the weapon of choice for both gangsters and the FBI. Variations of the gun were used by both sides during World War II.

GARAND M1 RIFLE (1930)—John C. Garand became interested in weapons while managing a shooting gallery. He later went to work for the federal government at the U.S. Armory in Springfield, Massachusetts, and perfected a semiautomatic rifle he had been working on for years. In 1936, the U.S. Army approved his rifle, and it became the standard infantry weapon for soldiers in World War II and Korea. Although millions of Garand M1's were produced, Garand never received royalties or other compensation, because he was a government employee when he developed the weapon.

A PASS TO RICHMOND

President Lincoln told the story of a man who petitioned him for a pass to visit Richmond, the Confederate capital. Lincoln told him he would gladly give him a pass but said it might not be any good. “I have given two hundred and fifty thousand passes to men to go to Richmond in the past two years and not one has gotten there.”

LAST LIVING VETERANS

Is it possible that a Civil War veteran could live to witness the beginning of the space age or that a soldier in the Spanish-American War would survive to see the birth of the World Wide Web? It not only is possible, it happened.

AMERICAN REVOLUTION—Daniel F. Bakeman, died April 5, 1869 at age 109

WAR OF 1812—Hiram Cronk, died May 13, 1905 at age 105

MEXICAN WAR—Owen Thomas Edgar, died September 3, 1929 at age 98



CIVIL WAR, UNION—Albert Woolson, died August 2, 1956 at age 109

CIVIL WAR, CONFEDERATE—John Salling, died March 16, 1958 at age 112

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR—Nathan E. Cook, died September 10, 1992 at age 106

FOUR ERRONEOUS PREDICTIONS


	“The South has too much common sense and good temper to break up the Union.”—Presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln, 1860


	“Believe me, Germany is unable to wage war.”—David Lloyd George, British Prime Minister, 1934


	“No matter what happens, the United States Navy is not going to be caught napping.”—Frank Knox, U.S. Secretary of the Navy, three days before the attack on Pearl Harbor


	“The United States will not be a threat to us for decades—not in 1945 but at the earliest in 1970 or 1980.”—Adolf Hitler in 1940
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Beginning in 1931, ten years before the attack on Pearl Harbor, every graduate of the Japanese Naval Academy had to answer the following hypothetical question as part of his final exam: “How would you carry out a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor?” The question was removed from the examination after December 7, 1941.



TO THE SHORES OF TRIPOLI: AMERICA'S FIRST FOREIGN WAR

With the signing of the Paris Peace Treaty between Great Britain and the United States in 1783, the founding fathers began the daunting task of establishing a fledging republic in America. Even as they struggled to do so, an incident took place thousands of miles away that would test their resolve.

The Barbary pirates seized an American merchant ship off the coast of North Africa and took the crew captive. Some were sold into slavery, others were held for ransom. There was little the Congress could do about it, because George Washington was in the process of disbanding what was left of the Continental Army, there was no effective navy, and no money to finance one.

It was a bitter pill for a nation that had just emerged triumphant from a seven-year war, in which Americans fought the mighty British Empire to a standstill.

The Barbary pirates had prowled the Mediterranean and plundered European shipping for two centuries before America gained its independence. The pirates operated under the protection of four North African Islamic states—Tunisia, Algiers, Morocco, and Tripolitania. Those enclaves of extortion demanded tribute; otherwise, they would unleash their state-sponsored pirates to attack the ships of nonpaying nations.

Without a navy capable of contending with the pirates, the U.S. Congress had little choice but to pay tribute. However, payments were sporadic, and the pirates continued to attack American ships.

By the end of President George Washington's first term, Algiers alone was holding eleven American vessels and 115 sailors for ransom. Unable to ignore the outrage of family members of the captive sailors, some of whom had been held for ten years, Congress paid Algeria $1 million to ransom 115 Americans and agreed to pay an annual tribute of $21,000. Meanwhile, the other three Islamic nations also demanded tribute.

When Thomas Jefferson became president in 1801, he sent warships to the Mediterranean to challenge the pirates. In 1805 a second fleet was dispatched. This time, U.S. Marines went ashore to capture the fortress at Derna east of Tripoli and free hostages. In 1815, following a series of battles with the pirates, the United States emerged victorious and forced the Barbary states to sign a treaty, finally allowing freedom of passage for American ships in the Mediterranean.

LEADING U.S. WORLD WAR I AIR ACES



	PILOT
	KILLS



	Edward V Rickenbacker
	26



	Frederick W. Gillette
	20



	Wilfred Beaver
	19



	Howard A. Kullberg
	19



	William C. Lambert
	18



	Frank Luke
	18



	August T Iaccaci
	17



	Paul T Iaccaci
	17



	Eugene S. Coler
	17



	Raoul Lufbery
	16
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	There were ninety-nine European pilots with more kills than Rickenbacker. Top ace of the war was Germany's Manfred Freiherr von Richthofen, better known as the Red Baron, who shot down eighty Allied planes. The leading Allied ace was Rene Fonck, with 76 kills. Because of America's late entry into World War I, most U.S. pilots spent less than a year in combat. Some European fliers spent three years engaging in dogfights, accounting for their large number of kills.


	For many years Captain Roy Brown, a Canadian in the Royal Air Force, was credited with shooting down the legendary Red Baron. However, a study of autopsy reports and recently discovered written eyewitness accounts have proven that the bullet that killed the legendary ace came from ground fire, and not from Captain Brown's aircraft. The man who fired the fatal bullet was an Australian machine-gunner named Sergeant Cedric Popkin.






EYEWITNESS TO HISTORY

One man was present at three historic events in World War II:


	The attack on Pearl Harbor.


	The dropping of the A-bomb on Hiroshima.


	The Japanese surrender ceremony aboard the USS Missouri.




He was Japanese Commander Mitsuo Fuchida, the man who led the attack on Pearl Harbor with the war cry “Tora! Tora! Tora!” Fuchida was flying to Hiroshima when he saw the nuclear mushroom cloud rise over the city. And he was on the Missouri as part of the surrender ceremonies that ended the war in the Pacific.

After the war, Fuchida converted to Christianity and became an evangelist. He visited the United States many times before his death at age seventy-three.

COST OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

When the first draftees were called up by the Selective Service in 1940, government officials were stunned to discover that forty percent could not pass the physical examination. National Physical Fitness Director John B. Kelly blamed widespread malnutrition and poor health care for children in the Great Depression. The most common causes for rejection, in order of prevalence, were:


	Bad teeth


	Poor eyesight


	Heart disease


	Poor circulation


	Deformities of arms and legs


	Mental disorders
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	Many volunteers did not meet weight requirements for their height. Recruiters routinely told them to go home and eat bananas until they reached the required weight.


	John B. Kelly was the father of Grace Kelly, the film actress who became princess of Monaco.






TRIPOLI'S TRIBUTE DEMANDS

Following is a list of tributes demanded by Tripoli in 1797 in exchange for American merchant ships to operate freely in the Mediterranean:


	Gold and silver coins totaling $40,000


	$12,000 in Spanish currency


	Five rings—three with diamonds, one with a sapphire, and one with a watch


	141 ells of cloth


	Four caftans of brocade




Without a navy to contend with the Barbary pirates, the United States met the demand.

DEATH RATES OF U.S. POWS IN WORLD WAR II

The percentage of deaths of American prisoners of war held by enemy countries:



	1. Germany
	1 of 100 died in captivity



	2. North Vietnam
	15 of 100 died in captivity



	3. Japan
	39 of 100 died in captivity



	4. North Korea
	40 of 100 died in captivity




THE GHOST FLEET

On the night of July 26, 1942, a fleet of fifteen U.S. warships was operating south of the Aleutian Islands when their radars picked up images that convinced commanders a Japanese convoy was headed for Kiska Island to resupply enemy troops. The U.S. ships opened up and continued firing on the position of the radar images for a full thirty minutes. When scout ships were sent to check on the enemy fleet, not a single vessel was found. The mystery of the “ghost fleet” radar images was never resolved. Technicians speculated that it might have resulted from freakish weather conditions that caused radar impulses to reflect off Alaskan mountain peaks. If that was the case, there is a possibility that the U.S. fleet was firing at the reflected images of its own ships.

HOW TALL WERE THEY?
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