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CHAPTER 1 THE GRE ANALYTICAL WRITING AND VERBAL REASONING SECTIONS


CHAPTER GOALS

• Learn about the two Analytical Writing essay-writing tasks.

• Learn about the GRE Verbal Reasoning question types.

• Study examples of essay-writing prompts and Verbal question types.



The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test does not test a specific content area. It tests your comprehension, math, and reasoning skills. Verbal skills—writing and reading and interpreting written material—take up the lion’s share of the test. You will read given texts and be asked to respond to questions about them, you will analyze and complete sentences, you will apply your knowledge of English vocabulary in context, and you will write analytically. In other words, you will employ the sorts of critical thinking skills that graduate students use every day, no matter what discipline they undertake.

GRE FORMAT

The GRE revised General Test administered starting in August 2011 is available in two formats: a computer-based test and a paper-based test. The computer-based test is offered in the United States, Canada, and many other countries. The paper-based test is offered in areas of the world where computer-based testing is not available.

Whether computer-based or paper-based, the GRE includes these sections:

• Analytical Writing: This section includes two essay-writing tasks called “Analyze an Issue” and “Analyze an Argument.”

• Verbal Reasoning: There are two scored Verbal Reasoning sections, each of which includes these question types: Sentence Equivalence, Text Completion, and Reading Comprehension. Part III of this book deals with each kind of Verbal Reasoning question in detail.

• Quantitative Reasoning: There are two scored Quantitative Reasoning sections, each of which includes a mix of different kinds of math questions. Some questions are multiple-choice; others require you to calculate your own answer.

The computer-based test is partly computer adaptive. This term means that at certain points in the test, the computer decides what questions to give you based on your performance thus far. Specifically, if you perform well on the first Verbal Reasoning section, the computer will give you a second Verbal Reasoning section that is more difficult than the one you would have gotten if you did not perform well. The same procedure is followed for the two Quantitative Reasoning sections. Within each section, however, the test is not computer adaptive; a specific set of questions is presented in a specific order. Within a section you are free to skip questions or to move forward or backward through the question order as you wish.


FORMAT TIP

To answer a multiple-choice question on the computer-based GRE, first click the oval or square beside your answer choice. Then click either “Next” to go to the next question or “Back” to return to the previous question.



You will have 3 hours and 45 minutes to complete the entire test, including the Quantitative (math) section and any unscored sections. You will always begin with the two Analytical Writing tasks. You will complete each essay using the word processor that is part of the GRE software.

The charts that follow show the time breakdown for the sections of the test. Except for the Analytical Writing, which is always first, the sections may appear in any order. If there is an unscored Research section, it will always be last.

The following charts show the formats of the computer-based and paper-based GRE revised General Test.

Typical Computer-Based Revised General Test

[image: image]

Typical Paper-Based Revised General Test

[image: image]

GRE ANALYTICAL WRITING TASKS

The Analytical Writing measure consists of two tasks: Analyze an Issue (the Issue Task) and Analyze an Argument (the Argument Task). You must provide an essay to address each task. For each one, you will be given a single prompt and must respond directly to that prompt. Here are examples of each kind of prompt.

Issue Task


“It is often too easy to confuse power with greatness.”

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the preceding claim. Use relevant reasons and examples to support your point of view.



Argument Task


A local school board put out this press release:

“Five years ago, we introduced the award-winning Basic Math for Winners as the math textbook to be used throughout our high school. Since that time, our four-year graduation rate has increased from 78 percent to 85 percent. It seems clear that this change in textbook has improved our academic success rate here at Markles Flats School District, and we look forward to purchasing Basic Math for Winners for our middle school students as well.”

Critique the reasoning used in this argument by examining assumptions, assessing evidence, and/or suggesting ways to make the argument stronger or easier to evaluate.



Strategies to assist you with essay writing appear in Chapter 10, “GRE Analytical Writing.”

GRE VERBAL REASONING QUESTION TYPES

The Verbal Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test include three main types of questions. There is no set number of each question type on the test, nor can the order of questions be predicted. Strategies to assist you with each of these question types appear in Chapters 7 through 9. The following are examples of each type.

Sentence Equivalence

Select two answer choices that (1) complete the sentence in a way that makes sense and (2) produce sentences that are similar in meaning.

Given her usual need for attention, we were __________________ when Carole celebrated her birthday quietly and alone.

[image: image] perturbed

[image: image] optimistic

[image: image] unconcerned

[image: image] taken aback

[image: image] enlightened

[image: image] dumbfounded

The answers that create two coherent sentences with similar meanings are choices D and F.

Text Completion

Complete the text by picking the best entry for each blank from the corresponding column of choices.

The very first Russian Matrioshka, or nesting doll, was created in a workshop in Moscow in 1890. Russia was going through a period of artistic (i) _____________. Artisans were searching for a new, (ii) _____________ Russian craft.

[image: image]

The answers that best complete the sentences are choices B and D.

READING COMPREHENSION

Read the passage and choose the best answer for each question.

Most people know that Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Many of those people know it was written during the Battle for Fort McHenry in the War of 1812. However, this is where popular knowledge typically ends.

One unusual fact about the American national anthem’s history is that the tune to which it is set was not an original composition for the song. In fact, the music originated as a festive British folk song. Another is that while the song was composed and became popular in the first part of the nineteenth century, it was not treated as a song representing the United States for some time thereafter. At the first “modern” Olympics in 1896, it was played for American athletes, but it was not adopted as the country’s official song until 1931.

Which of the following best states the author’s main point?

[image: image] The national anthem evolved from a song that celebrated war.

[image: image] “The Star-Spangled Banner” was first sung at the Olympics.

[image: image] There are facts about our national anthem that we may not know.

[image: image] Our national anthem is really an old British folk song.

[image: image] Many popular songs have a long and interesting history.

The answer that best expresses the passage’s main idea is choice C.


FORMAT TIP

You may skip questions, marking them in order to return to them later. A review screen allows you to see at a glance which questions you have not yet answered.






CHAPTER 2 SCORING ANALYTICAL WRITING AND VERBAL REASONING


CHAPTER GOALS

• Learn how the Analytical Writing essays are scored.

• Learn how the Verbal Reasoning sections are scored.

• Find out how to submit scores to schools.



Admissions departments or fellowship administrators may use your scores to compare your qualifications to those of other applicants. It is in your best interest to understand how the GRE is scored. There will be parts of your GRE that are not scored; a pretest is included to analyze questions for possible inclusion on upcoming tests, and a research section may also be included. You will not know whether the questions you are answering will count toward your score or not, so always assume that they will.

HOW YOUR ANALYTICAL WRITING ESSAYS ARE SCORED

Two trained readers employed by Educational Testing Service (ETS) will read each of your essays. They will use a six-point scale developed by ETS to grade your writing. The scoring is holistic, which means that you are graded on the overall quality of your writing rather than on a checklist of specific points. Chapter 10 contains specific information on the six-point scale used by the essay readers.

Beginning in 2012, your essay will be evaluated by a single human reader and an e-rater, which is a computer program designed by Educational Testing Service to monitor readers’ scoring. If this computerized score matches the human score, the original score is used. If it disagrees significantly, a second trained reader will be called in to score the essay, and the final score will be the average of the two readers’ scores.

Once both essays are scored, the average of those scores is used as the score for the Analytical Writing section. Based on statistics released by the Educational Testing Service, a score of 4.5 was approximately the median for students taking the GRE in the years 2002–2004.

It’s important to note that Educational Testing Service uses software to search for plagiarism. They will apply this software to your essay. Only original work is acceptable.

HOW THE VERBAL REASONING SECTIONS ARE SCORED

Your score on the Verbal Reasoning sections of the test (and also on the Quantitative Reasoning sections) will depend on your specific performance on the questions given as well as the number of questions answered correctly in the allotted time. First, for each measure, a raw score is computed based on the number of questions answered correctly. Then, using statistical methods, each raw score is converted to a scaled score that takes account of small differences between test forms. For the computer-based test, the conversion process also takes account of the fact that the test is partially adaptive; that is, depending on how well you perform on the first Verbal and first Quantitative section, the computer may give you a second Verbal or Quantitative section that is more difficult. The purpose of statistically generating a scaled score is to make sure that scores achieved by test takers on one GRE test form are comparable to the same scores achieved on other GRE test forms. The Verbal and Quantitative scores are each reported on a 130–170 score scale, in 1-point increments. If you answer no questions at all in either section, a No Score (NS) is reported.

After you finish this book, it’s worth trying some sample tests using the official POWERPREP II® software. This software scores your sample tests using the same complex scoring system that the official GRE exam uses. Using POWERPREP II, you can get a real sense of how you might score on the exam itself. You can download POWERPREP II from the GRE website: www.ets.org/gre.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR SCORES

At the time that you take the computer-based GRE, you may choose up to four institutions of higher learning or fellowship organizations to receive your score report. (If you take the paper-based test on paper, you may designate recipients when you register.) About two weeks after you complete the exam, your scores will be sent to you and to the institutions you selected. (This time period is closer to six weeks for paper-based tests and may be longer than that for any tests taken during the introductory test period between August and October 2011. If you need your scores before November 2011, you should take the old GRE test prior to August 2011.)

After you have received your scores, you may choose to send results to additional recipients. You may request this by phone by calling 1-888-GRE-SCORE (U.S., U.S. territories, and Canada) or 1-609-771-7290 (all others). You will need a credit card; there is a fee for each additional score report. You will also need your registration or confirmation number and the institution and department codes for the recipients you chose. The codes are available on the ETS website: www.ets.org/Media/Tests/GRE/pdf/gre_1011_tclist.pdf.




CHAPTER 3 GRE ACTION PLANS


CHAPTER GOALS

• Learn how to assess your test-taking needs.

• Make a schedule to train for the GRE General Test.



Reading this book cover to cover is probably not the best use of your time. You need an action plan that will help you to use the multifaceted information that’s in here in a way that is personalized to your own test-taking needs.

ASSESS YOUR NEEDS

By this point in your life, you know how you study best for tests of this kind. You may be someone who benefits from study groups. You may work best alone. You may need help with Text Completions, but the other aspects of Verbal Reasoning may come easily to you. You may speak English as a second language and therefore require additional assistance with writing.

This book is designed to help you determine those areas of Verbal Reasoning in which you need additional practice. As you move through the Drills in Part III, be sure to check your answers against the Answers and Explanations. Look for patterns in your incorrect answers. Do you consistently miss certain kinds of Reading Comprehension questions? Review that part of Chapter 5. Do you have trouble finding synonyms to complete Sentence Equivalence questions? Check your knowledge of the vocabulary in Chapter 4.

Do not waste time on skills you have already mastered. Do make sure that you understand both the format used on the test and the test directions for each section. Spend your practice time on those skills that are difficult for you.

MAKE A TRAINING SCHEDULE

Studying for the GRE General Test will seem less daunting if you break it into manageable steps.

Step 1 is to register for the test and make your appointment with the Testing Center. The easiest way to do this is to go online to www.ets.org/gre. You will find a list of Testing Centers, a calendar of test dates, and registration forms.

Step 2 should take place about four weeks before your test date. Start working through the Drills in Part III of this book. Make note of the types of questions that seem most difficult for you. Continue this step each day for a week or two.

Step 3 should take place about three weeks before your test date. Go to the “Prepare for the Test” section of www.ets.org/gre and review the sample questions and the pool of writing topics. Any Analytical Writing you do on the test will be selected from the list of writing topics given on the website. It is worth taking the time to review those topics. If a topic does not make sense to you, talk it over with a friend until you understand it. Then take Sample Test 1 in Part IV of this book. Check your answers against the Answers and Explanations provided. Review the material in Parts II and III for any test items that caused you trouble.

Step 4 should take place about two weeks before your test date. Try one of the Practice Tests from POWERPREP II. Use the results to determine which sections in Parts II and III of this book you should review.

Step 5 should take place about one week before your test date. Take Sample Test 2 in Part IV of this book. Check your answers against the Answers and Explanations provided. Compare your results from Practice Test 2 to your results from Practice Test 1. Note your improvements and plan some quick review of any skills you still seem to lack.

On the final days before your test, concentrate on eating and sleeping well. Be sure that you have directions to the test site and can get there in ample time.

On test day, eat a good breakfast. Do breathing exercises or take a brisk walk before leaving for the Testing Center. Arrive with time to spare. When you finish the test, reward yourself with something you enjoy. Remember, it will take a couple of weeks to get the results, so put it out of your mind for now.

MY GRE TEST-PREP SCHEDULE

[image: image]




PART II VERBAL FUNDAMENTALS

CHAPTER 4 VOCABULARY

CHAPTER 5 READING COMPREHENSION

CHAPTER 6 SENTENCE STRUCTURE




CHAPTER 4 VOCABULARY


CHAPTER GOALS

• Learn a few strategies for studying vocabulary.

• Identify and interpret Greek and Latin roots and affixes.

• Study a list of 300 vocabulary words.

• Use a specific strategy to decipher unfamiliar words.



A well-rounded vocabulary is absolutely essential to getting a good score on the GRE. About half of the questions in the Verbal Reasoning sections are solidly vocabulary based, and even the reading-based questions may prove a little easier if you know the definitions of the words you are reading.

People typically acquire vocabulary naturally through conversation and study. That may not be enough for your purposes here. To achieve the sophisticated, advanced vocabulary you need to succeed on the GRE, if you have not acquired it through natural means, will require concentrated study.

HOW TO STUDY VOCABULARY

Learning vocabulary is a lifelong pursuit, and no book can take the place of a lifetime of language acquisition. The exercises in this book are designed to help you identify those vocabulary words you need to study and then to give you a springboard into your personal practice.

Acquiring New Words

In addition to the words you learn from this book, you should always be on the lookout for more. If you’re absorbing new words from several sources throughout the day, that constant focus will help you make connections between words, and you’ll end up learning more, faster, and better. Here are some great sources of new words that you can access in your everyday life.

Word of the Day—There are many helpful e-mail services that will send you a vocabulary word every day, along with definitions, usage, and—depending on the service—memory devices and pronunciation. If you’d like to learn more than one word per day, there’s nothing wrong with subscribing to several! Words of the day aren’t just limited to e-mail; you can also get them via RSS feed and podcast if you’re so inclined.

Reading—If you don’t subscribe to any newspapers, start reading an article a day online. If you don’t find challenging words in any of the big-name papers, choose from publications such as The Economist, Science, or The Nation and record unknown words using any of the methods described in the next section. Do the same with any reading that you do for work, school, or pleasure.

Listening—It’s not always practical to ask someone what a word means when you hear it used in public, but if you write it down the way you think it’s spelled, you’ll probably be able to find it later, complete with its definition, in a print or online dictionary.

Recording New Words

Once you’re in the habit of recording new vocabulary words, look up the definitions in a print dictionary or online source. One benefit of using online dictionaries is that you can easily and quickly access a variety of definitions. Typing “define: [word]” into Google also brings up a host of definitions in context.

Once you begin to pick up new words and find their definitions, there are a few ways to record them and expand that practice into your everyday life.

Flash Cards—Flash cards may remind you of kindergarten. Nevertheless, these old-fashioned cards still exist because they work—in part because they’re incredibly flexible. You can make stacks of the words you already know and the ones you need to study. You can take the words you need to study with you on a plane or a bus or to work to review during some downtime. You can also shuffle the “already known” words back into the stack now and then to make sure that you don’t forget them.

Your own personalized index cards are fine, but they’re not the only option; there are lots of other ways to study using the flash card method. For example, there are many cheap or free flash card programs for Macs, PCs, and even handheld devices that let you input your words and definitions, test yourself, and exclude words that you already know; they are essentially electronic index cards. There are even a number of free online services that do the same thing. Just type “vocabulary flash cards” into your favorite search engine and see what pops up.

You can also buy premade flash cards with particular word sets. If you are short on time, these can be great, but there is definitely a benefit to making the cards yourself; just the act of creating the cards helps you study. This chapter will give you several ways to customize your flash cards based on associations you already have, so if you do buy a premade set, pick one that is easy to add information to, including some blank cards for words that you pick up along the way.

Once you pick a flash card method, what do you do? Obviously, you write the vocabulary word on one side and the definition on the other, but you can take this a step further. In addition to the definition, customize your cards by adding a memory device of some sort, so that every time you flip the card to check the definition you also get a reminder of how to remember it. You’ll learn some helpful memory devices later in this chapter.

Vocabulary Notebook—Not everyone likes to study vocabulary in such a structured way. A notebook allows you the flexibility of writing lists of words, or writing and drawing, or making connections between different words by drawing lines and word webs. You can incorporate a strong visual element, so that when a word that you’ve studied shows up in your reading or on an exam, you can mentally flip to that page in your notebook and see your thoughts, your associations, and the definition. A notebook is also a very portable item, and it’s easy to add new words to your notebook the moment you hear them.

Spreadsheet—In contrast, some people are very structured in their vocabulary study. If you learn best when everything lines up in neat rows, consider typing your word list into a spreadsheet program. You might use these columns: Word, Part of Speech, Definition, Memory Device, and Know?. (You can type Y or N in each Know? cell and then sort and filter to your heart’s content.) A spreadsheet can be particularly helpful if you want to export your word list into a software-based flash card program, too.

Memory Devices

As you can see, many of the methods of keeping track of your vocabulary words encourage repetition. Repetition is good; in fact, it’s essential for memorization. Nevertheless, reading the words and definitions over and over is only going to take you so far; it won’t be long before you feel overwhelmed and start to forget the words you learned yesterday or last week. That can be true particularly when you’re trying to learn large numbers of words. So you need something to take your studying to the next level.

Memory devices are tools that help you connect a word you are trying to learn with its definition—and then commit that connection to memory. There are many types of memory devices. Six appear here, but anything that helps you remember a word can be a memory device, whether it’s an item on this list, a combination of several of these items, or something else entirely. Don’t stick to just one kind of memory device when you study; the key is to choose devices that work for you and for the particular word you wish to recall.

Mnemonics—The word mnemonics is sometimes used to mean any memory device, but it can also mean a memory device that relates to how the word sounds. If a particular word sounds like another word you know, or a combination of words you know, you can make a mnemonic out of it.

For example, the word ribald means “marked by coarse or bawdy joking.” If you can picture a clownish bald man telling rib-tickling jokes, you’ve created a mnemonic way of remembering the definition. The words rib and bald have absolutely nothing to do with ribald, but the mnemonic device can plant something in your mind that helps you retrieve the definition every time you see the word.

Rhymes—Anything that rhymes is going to stick in your head—that’s why advertising agencies come up with so many rhyming slogans. You don’t have to be a poet to create a rhyme; you can use something as simple as two words that rhyme and have similar meanings or a more extended couple of lines. For example, laconic means “using few words” and can describe a person, a written work (such as a speech or a story), or a style of writing. Here’s a rhyme to help you remember laconic:

The witness was so laconic,

We gave him a talking tonic.

To create a rhyme, just think of a few words that rhyme with your word, pick one that you could relate to it, then fill in the rest with something relevant (such as a witness, whom you might prefer to be less laconic). No one else will see your rhymes, so don’t worry if they’re silly and the meter is awkward. Just make them memorable.

Illustrations—If you learn best tactilely or visually, or if you’re simply learning words that bring pictures to your mind, go ahead and illustrate them. For example, you might draw someone “popping” in anger to illustrate the word apoplexy, which means “a fit of rage.”

Associations—You can make associations in any of a wide range of ways. They’re highly individual and highly effective. Just pick an association that works for you, and make sure you draw a connection to the definition. Here are some common types of associations:

Common phrases: If you’re studying the noun sanction, you may remember that you often hear the phrase “imposed trade sanctions,” and that can help you remember the definition, which is “a formal measure taken against a party to impose influence.”

Movie quotes and song lyrics: When Wayne and Garth get suckered into an exploitative contract in the movie Wayne’s World, Wayne says, “Let me peruse this contract carefully.” Peruse means to examine in detail, and Wayne and Garth just sign the contract without reading it, which is what makes the moment funny. Because the line is part of a funny scene, you might very well recall the meaning of peruse the next time you read it. If you happen to be a theater buff, lines from a play can work the same way. To inter means “to bury”; hence, Shakespeare’s line from Julius Caesar: “The evil that men do lives after them/The good is oft interred with their bones.” Associating vocabulary with movies, plays, and songs is a good way to remember the meaning of unfamiliar words.

People or characters you know: To connect a word to a person, it’s best to pick someone who personifies the word. For example, if you are studying the word pejorative, which means “contemptuous or disapproving,” and you know someone who fits that description, great! If the person’s name is Peggy, that’s even better—now she is Pejorative Peggy, which is a memorable mnemonic.

Etymology—A word’s etymology is its history or evolution. Some words do not derive from Greek or Latin roots but instead are references to famous people, authors, characters, events, or even cultural beliefs. Others could be phrases that became so common that after a few hundred years people just started saying them as a single word. When you look up a word in the dictionary, you will often find information about its roots or etymology or both. Knowing the etymology is like knowing a story about the word, and the more you know about the word, the better you’ll be able to remember it. Some words with interesting etymologies are Orwellian, which is a reference to George Orwell’s vision of a totalitarian future state; gargantuan, which means “huge” and is a reference to a fictional king with a huge capacity for food and drink; and Lilliputian, which means “miniature” and is a reference to the tiny people who tie up the hero of Gulliver’s Travels. In the “words that got stuck together” category, there’s breakfast, which is, literally, to break the fast you keep while you are sleeping, and smog, which is a portmanteau word combining smoke and fog.

Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes—You will study these in detail later in this chapter, because once you know a few of these you will be able to figure out unfamiliar words when you have no access to a dictionary (during the GRE, for example). Figuring out definitions using word roots is not an exact science; because of the way in which the English language has evolved, sometimes it’s possible to have prefixes that don’t really change the meaning of a word (such as with ravel and unravel), words that appear to have one root but actually have a different one (such as pedagogue, which sounds as though it has to do with feet but which actually has to do with education), and words that appear identical but have two opposite meanings (such as splice, which can mean “to cut” or “to paste together”). However, these are the exceptions, not the rules, and for a test as vocabulary intensive as the GRE, it will definitely pay to know your roots.

With all these possible memory devices, you are sure to find at least one that works for each word you want to memorize. Don’t be afraid to mix things up and use more than one means of memorizing vocabulary. Here are some examples:

Exculpate means to free someone from blame or declare that someone is not guilty.

Here’s a sentence that creates a mnemonic device:

The ex-culprit was freed when new evidence cleared his name.

The sentence also creates an association with another word (culprit) because culprit and exculpate share a common root.

ROOTS AND AFFIXES

An extensive vocabulary clearly gives you an advantage in answering Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions. Studying this chart of common English-language roots and affixes will help you gain an understanding of the underpinnings of English vocabulary. Knowing roots and affixes can help you deduce the probable meanings of unfamiliar words.

Take, for example, the word autonomy. If you know that the prefix auto- means “self,” you are halfway to understanding the meaning of the word, “self-sufficiency.” Given the word corporeal, you could use your knowledge of the root corp, meaning “body,” and guess at the meaning of the word, “bodily.” Then there’s the word adductive. The prefix ad- means “toward,” the root duct means “to pull,” and the suffix -ive means “having the quality of” and makes the word into an adjective. Put it all together, and you have “the quality of pulling toward,” which is exactly what adductive means.

The chart that follows defines and gives examples of common Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots. As you skim the chart, think about how the meaning of each word part contributes to the example words. Once you have a sense of how words are put together, you can apply what you know about word parts to interpret unfamiliar vocabulary.
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GRE VOCABULARY WORDS

There is no way to predict what words may turn up on the GRE General Test you take. That being said, there are certain words that seem to cause even good readers trouble, and those words provide a reasonable place to begin your vocabulary study. The chart that follows offers 300 vocabulary words with definitions and example sentences. Put the ones you don’t know on flash cards, or study them directly from the chart.

The Sentence Equivalence portion of the GRE requires you to choose two words or phrases that complete a given sentence while producing similar or identical meanings. The “Definition” column of this chart offers some synonyms for difficult vocabulary words.
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Try It Yourself

For each of the following, take a guess at the definition of the boldfaced words from context, your prior knowledge, and your understanding of roots, prefixes, and suffixes. Then jot down a quick association if you have heard the word before. Finally, look up each word in a dictionary to see how close your guess was, and think up a memory device to help you remember the definition. If the charts in items 1–4 help you, copy them to use for items 5–50.

1. Orly’s directions to the soccer fields were completely ambiguous; I could interpret them in so many different ways that they impeded my attempts to get there rather than helping me.

ambiguous

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: _______ dictionary definition: _____________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

impede

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: ________________________________________________

part of speech: _____________ dictionary definition: ________________

memory device: ________________________________________________

2. Orly admits that he is maladroit at giving directions under the best circumstances; however, that is exacerbated by the fact that he is new to town and barely knows his own way around.

maladroit

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: _________ dictionary definition: ___________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

exacerbate

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: __________ dictionary definition: __________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

3. An atmosphere of antipathy seemed to permeate the campus on the weekend we played against the Springfield State Panthers, our biggest rivals.

antipathy

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: __________ dictionary definition: __________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

permeate

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: __________ dictionary definition: __________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

4. Whenever we play the Panthers, even a tradition as innocuous as a pep rally can cause a conflagration of hostility among the students.

innocuous

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: __________ dictionary definition: __________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

conflagration

my guess: ____________________________________________________

my association: _______________________________________________

part of speech: __________ dictionary definition: __________________

memory device: _______________________________________________

5. The prosecutor’s attempts to nonplus the defendant were ultimately abortive; either he had been coached extremely well to be on the witness stand or he was simply confident in his innocence.

6. Finally the prosecutor became so desperate that he resorted to blatant harassment, and the attorney for the defense loudly lodged an ardent objection.

7. The credit card company has draconian policies by most standards; even one delinquent payment can double a cardholder’s interest rate and result in huge fees.

8. Now the company has been ordered by a court to remunerate some cardholders who paid late once but were by no means lackadaisical customers.

9. Diana’s lack of confidence in her supervisory skills causes her to reply in an astringent way to those who seem to gainsay her directives.

10. Her moratorium on laughter during staff meetings, though, was what caused her staff to start calling her pejorative names, such as Dictator Diana, behind her back.

11. The normally lethargic city council is finally taking action in response to the waxing public anger about the number of accidents at Third and Oak streets.

12. The public has made it clear that the ramifications for inaction on this issue will be dire.

13. Raul’s attempts to delve into the case were futile, as it was difficult to get a straight answer from the only eyewitness.

14. The eyewitness only gave enigmatic replies, flatly refusing to be concerned that his intractability was preventing the case from ever coming to court.

15. After spending the day in crowded malls, Gayle found the sanctuary of a shaded park a welcome respite.

16. The subtle fragrance of flowers and grass formed a gratifying contrast to the overpowering redolence of the perfume counter at which she worked.

17. After much debate, the senator was forced to admit that his plan was simply chimerical, devoid of any real basis in solid public policy.

18. Once the bill had been withdrawn, time pressures made it necessary to draft a replacement with a greater sense of exigency than before.

19. The coming of spring seems to infuse everyone with a sense of joviality, particularly after a long or harsh winter.

20. Vernal delights such as blossoming plants and longer days with more sunshine can make even the most dedicated stoic more cheerful.

21. The climactic moment of the play isn’t until the penultimate scene, so the audience gets only one short scene of wrap-up after the main action.

22. Under close scrutiny, though, the playwright’s intentions become clear: she doesn’t tie up loose ends very well because she wants the audience to leave with a sense of disquiet.

23. The menu was clearly drawn from a mélange of disparate sources, as Indian, Mediterranean, and American Southwest dishes were all represented.

24. It would have been easy for the selections to seem like a scattered assortment, but under the chef’s savvy direction, the dishes chosen appeared perfectly attuned to each other.

25. The soft music programmed on the concert would have had a somnolent effect were it not for a single aleatory element: occasionally the piano seemed out of tune.

26. To demystify the cause, the composer indicated in the program notes that a soft ball should be placed in the strings of the piano to produce discordant sounds.

27. Sara’s brief visit to a smelly pig farm, though cursory, convinced her that she could never live in such a noisome environment.

28. Having grown up around horses, she found that she far preferred equine smells to the porcine ones at the pig farm.

29. The putative cause of Marco’s dismissal was the prank he had played on his boss the week before, for which he naïvely believed he would not be punished.

30. Most of his coworkers, however, were unaware that he had been found guilty of a far more grievous infraction: he had filched over a thousand dollars out of various cash registers.

31. Carmen’s frustration with her husband’s frugality finally came to a head when he refused to spend five more dollars for a nonstop flight, and she called him a parsimonious miser.

32. His response was that they wouldn’t have to worry so much about money if Carmen were not such an edacious spendthrift.

33. Ari was known as a mugwump to his friends who liked to discuss politics; however, this senatorial race is so heated that even he will opine that the incumbent must go.

34. He tells anyone who will listen that the current senator is a jingoist, and the time has come for politicians who have the sense to be pacifists and diplomats.

35. Shahira enjoys spending summers on the lake, where she may placidly enjoy the scenery and silence, away from the constant clamor of the city.

36. Her children, however, have more urbane tastes; they think that life away from the comforts of the city is a little too rustic.

37. Josh seems distant, but those close to him know that his aloofness is just a façade.

38. Clearly Josh’s insecurities manifest themselves in ways that make him seem cold and dispassionate.

39. The normally brusque critic for the local paper is profuse with admiration for the sculptor’s new exhibit.

40. Frankly though, I don’t think it deserves that much adulation; while technically stunning, it is not at all as artistically nuanced as his previous work.

41. Clouds on the horizon may very well portend rain, but rarely are they harbingers of tornadoes.

42. Should those clouds be coupled with a tornado siren, however, it is foolhardy not to assume that you are in imminent danger.

43. Rarely have I met such an egocentric individual as Howard; any topic of conversation will induce him to start a story about one of his fabulous adventures.

44. As our friends will attest, he once spent half an hour telling us how he was considered the epitome of a model student and athlete in high school.

45. The collection of volumes in the library is so eclectic that I suspect one could find books on even the most arcane of topics.

46. However, gaining access to the collection is hardly a nominal task; all but the most respected scholars typically have to grovel at the librarian’s feet to gain admission.

47. The small town on the edge of the woods attracts many tourists who brave losing themselves on Byzantine trails to enjoy the sylvan landscapes.

48. For visitors who love exotic food, though, the town’s two restaurants, a diner and a steak house, seem rather pedestrian.

49. Harriet’s long-standing melancholia has isolated her, making her something of a social pariah among those who prefer cheerier companionship.

50. Though she has tried lately to be more cheerful, even the most altruistic of her acquaintances considers her a hopeless curmudgeon.

VOCABULARY DRILL

For each exercise, match one word on the left with the word on the right that is closest in meaning. Keep an eye on the part of speech of each word; match verbs to verbs, nouns to nouns, and adjectives to adjectives. Answers appear after the drill.

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

Answers and Explanations

1. Both ascetic and abstemious mean “strict” or “frugal.” Preclude and obviate mean “prevent.” Incriminate and inculpate mean “lay blame on.” Sanction and condone mean “approve.” Acerbic and sardonic mean “biting” or “sharp.”

2. Both attenuate and assuage mean “satisfy.” Calumny and denigration mean “slander.” Ascertain and verify mean “make sure” or “prove.” Quandary and dilemma mean “sticky situation.” Spurn and eschew mean “reject.”

3. Both clemency and leniency mean “mercy.” Nugatory and trifling mean “unimportant.” Fulsome and immoderate mean “excessive.” Injurious and noxious mean “harmful.” Unwarranted and gratuitous mean “unnecessary.”

4. Both wraith and specter mean “ghost.” Asperity and curtness mean “harshness.” Jocose and facetious mean “joking.” Neophyte and novice mean “beginner.” Blameworthy and culpable mean “at fault.”

5. Both inveigh and rail mean “complain bitterly.” Abnegate and renounce mean “give up.” Dissolute and debauched mean “having loose moral standards.” Airtight and hermetic mean “sealed.” Rancorous and acrimonious mean “full of resentment.”

6. Both lugubrious and somber mean “gloomy.” Bellicose and combative mean “eager to fight.” Censure and rebuke mean “scold” or “reprimand.” Circumvent and bypass mean “go around.” Commendable and laudable mean “worthy of praise.”

7. Both egress and outlet mean “a way out.” Voluble and garrulous mean “talkative.” Archetype and paradigm mean “model.” Lissome and lithe mean “agile” or “flexible.” Fluctuating and mutable mean “changing.”

8. Both schism and rupture mean “split.” Trenchant and caustic mean “biting.” Vacuous and inane mean “silly.” Miscreant and malefactor mean “evildoer.” Celerity and alacrity mean “speed.”

9. Both succumb and capitulate mean “give in.” Vilify and malign mean “badmouth.” Cantankerous and choleric mean “irritable.” Hackneyed and trite mean “clichéd.” Regale and divert mean “entertain.”

10. Both adhere and affix mean “stick.” Obstreperous and truculent mean “disobedient.” Nefarious and reprehensible mean “wicked.” Annihilate and eradicate mean “get rid of.” Quixotic and idealistic mean “unrealistically romantic.”






End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


ops/t0028-01.jpg
Suffix Function and Meaning Examples

-ure ‘noun-forming; action, erasure, portraiture
condition

“ward adverb-forming; in the forward, windward
dircction of

wise adverb-forming; in the otherwise, clockwise.

manner of

adjective-forming; having the
quality of

chilly, crazy

noun-forming; state, condition

jealousy, custody
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(A) less celebrated

(B) better summarized

(C) higher quality

(D) more consequential

E) greater magnitude
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(A) recessive

(B) eccentric

(C) advantageous

(D) putative

(E) ineffectual
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after although |as as if as long as |as soon as
because | before if inorder [now that |rather
that than
since so that than though unless until
‘when whenever | where whereas | wherever | while
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) behavior

@ employ

(G) whereas

(B) capacity

(E) vanquish

(H) moreover

(C) quandary

(F) manipulate

(1) nonetheless






ops/t0043-01.jpg
stymie (1)

1o obstruct; to hinder

One move helped the chess
master stymie his rival.

Succinct (adj.)

10 the point

Writing that is succinct i casier
to understand

supplicant ()

a beggar or petitioner

A supplicant stood palm upward
beside the cathedral.

surmise (1)

10 guess or conclude

You might sunmise that he is not a
native speaker

sycophant (i)

aself-serving flatterer

‘The king laughed at the sycophant
behind his back.

tactile (adj.)

having to do with touch

Reading Braille is tactile rather
than visual.

wint (1)

1o infect or corrupt

Don'tlet prejudice taint your
opinions and beliefs.

tautology ()

a needless repetition

It tautology o say “This may
be true or untrue.

tawdry (adj.) cheap and gaudy Her tawdry outfit was better
suited to a saloon.
temerity (n.) Toolish bravery Tt took femerity to question his

captain’s orders.

terse (adj)

abruptor curt

He gave a ferse reply 10 our
lengthy question.

timorous (adj.)

Tearful; timid

Amouse is timorous by nature,
buta fox s sly.

toady (1) aself-serving fatterer The toady was always ready with
an oily compliment.

tome (1) avolume or large book She lugged the weighty tone from
the library.

torrid (adj.) hot or passionate They carried on a torrid
correspondence for years.

tout (v) 10 recommend highly Talways tout her books to all of
my friends.

raverse (v) 10 cross over Are you allowed to fraverse the
bridge on foot?

travesty () @ mockery The trial was a travesty; the judge

was half aslecp.

wenchant (adj.)

keen or forceful

Oscar Wilde was known for his
trenchant wit,

wruculent (adj.)

Terociously defiant

His truculent speech won
new enemies.
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(A) having often

(B) capable of

(C) which could

(D) in the process

(E) after making
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Section Number of Questions Time
Section 1: Analytical Writing “Analyze an Tssue” task 30 minutes
Section 2: Analytical Writing “Analyze an Argument” task 30 minutes
Section 3; Verbal Reasoning Approximately 25 questions 35 minutes
Section 4: Verbal Reasoning Approximately 25 questions 35 minutes
Section 5: Quantitative Reasoning | Approximately 25 questions 40 minutes
Section 6: Quantitative Reasoning |  Approximately 25 questions 40 minutes

An unidentified unscored section may be included at any point in the test. An identified un-
scored research section may also be included at the end of the test
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thought

Disorganized and logical

Frequent errors n sentence
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‘Some analysis of the prompt, but
Some major flaws may be omited.

Rough organization with
relevant support or unclear
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Occasional major errors and
frequent minor crvors in
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Trportant flaws in the argument
are touched upon.

Tdeas are sound but may not low
logically or clearly.

Occasional minor errors in
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Vocabulary is advanced.

Tnsightfl, clever analysis of the
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Very few errors. Sentence.
Structure s varied, and
vocabularyis precise, well chosen,
and effective.






ops/t0175-02.jpg
(A) coalesce

(B) hatch

(C) adhere

(D) extricate

(E) proceed
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Root Meaning Examples

ami, amo. tolove amiable, amorous

aud, audit, aur | to hear audible, auditory, aural

bene, ben 200d benevolent, benign

bio life biography, biology

biblio book bibliography, bibliophile

brev short abbreviate, brevity

chron time chronology, synchronize

cogn, gnos to know cognitive, agnostic

corp body corpulent, corporation

cred 1o believe. credible, incredulous

culp fault, blame culpable, exculpatory

dict t0say indictment, dictation

doc, doct toteach docile, indoctrinate

duc, duct o lead conducive, induction

fac, fact to make, to do factory, efface

fid belief confide, fidelity

fluct, flux o flow fluctuation, influx

form ape format, cunciform

fract, frag to break infraction, fragment

gen 10 produce ‘generation, congenital
carth ‘seographer, geology

10 step, to move

eraduate, ingress
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) enumerated

(D) contrived

(G) perennial

(B) conjured

(E) forfeited

(H) august

(© maligned

(F) needed

(1) competitive
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jibe (1)

10 change course

Our sailboat will jibe as it comes
close to shore.

ocular (adj.)

joking; humorous

Ajocular actor
of store Santa.

best for the job

judicious (ad.)

careful and wise

His judicious plan appeased
accused and accuser.

juggernaut (n.)

an unstoppable force

The storm was a juggernaut that
crushed the town

juxtapose (v

10 place side by side

Juxtapose the photos to compare
them more casily.

kinetic (adj.) energetic; in motion The kinetic seulpture wns slowly
onits bas

Kismet () fate; destiny Running into each other at the
mall was kismet.

kudos (n.) praise We offered kudos for her fine
dance performance.

Tachrymose (adj.) weepy; mournful ‘Although her tale was lachrymose,

it made us giggle.

Tambaste (1)

1o reprimand or thrash

Twill lambaste Carl for his
unacceptable behavior.
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

(A) cumbersome

(D) improve

(B) tedious

(E) relieve

(C) fragile

(F) aggravate
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) distract (D) vision
(B)attack (E) size

(C) salute (F) agility
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lambent (adj.)

glowing softly

Lambent candles decorated each
square window.

Targesse (n.)

‘generosity or a gift

Our boss's largesse extended to
extra vacation da

Taudable (adj.)

worthy of praise

Her focus on protecting our
as laudable.

Tibation (1)

an alcoholic drink

He poured a libation and toasted
the New Year:

licentious (adj.)

immoral; debauched

Licentious material is banned
from school computers.

impid (adj.)

clear and bright

You could see to the bottom of the.
limpid stream.

issome (adj.)

Supple;

The dancer
were sooth

lissome movements

2

Titany (1) a prolonged, dull recital His litany of complaints did
nothing to persuade us.

Tithe (ad.) supple; With a lithe leap, the gymnast
landed on the beam.

Tugubrious (adj.) excessively mournful We nearly laughed at the dean’s

lugubrious tone.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) distract (D) vision

attack

size

(C) salute agility
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A)inert (D) traded (G) sanctioned
(B) nascent (E) subsumed (H) unfathomable

(C) widespread

(F)averted

(1) predictable






ops/t0108-03.jpg
(A) banality
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equanimity

reticence

e

reproof

8

G

volition






ops/f0125-01.jpg
i
STOP | 5 minutes: review your writing
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A) venerated (D) stunned
B) obscure (E) elated

C) unassuming

(F) gullible
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) arcane (D) intend
(B) subversive (E) demand

(C) pedestrian
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Meaning

Examples

to, toward, in addition to,

ahead, accompany, adhere, affix,

according to aggravate, alarm, appall, assent,
attempt
without amoral, analgesic
away from abdicate, absence
befor antebellum, anterior
against antiwar, antipathy
self
bi wo biannual, bicycle
around circumnavigate, circumyent

. cog, col-,
com-, con-, cor-

with, together, mutually

coherent, cognizant, collapse,
companion, concur, correspond

contra-

against, opposite

contradict

contravene

de-

10 do the opposite of

decriminalize, degenerate

not, opposite of

out of, away from

egress, extension
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ascetic inculpate

preclude sardonic
incriminate condone
sanction abstemious
acerbic obviate

2. attenuate verify
calumny assuage
ascertain dilemma
quandary eschew
spurn denigration

3. clemency gratuitous
nugatory wifling
fulsome noxious
injurious leniency
unwarranted immoderate

4. wraith novice
asperity culpable
jocose specter
neophyte facetious,

T I P
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zealous (adj.)

enthusiastic; fervent

Paulis a zealous fan of the
Cleveland Browns.

Zenith (n.) the highest point ‘At the zenith of their climb, they
saw the sea below.

zephyr () a gentle, warm brecze A constant zephyr warms their
island home.

Ziggurat (n.) a terraced pyramid ‘The Mayans built a ziggura

overlooking the ocean.
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em-, en- to put into, to cause to be endear, embody

epi- upon, over epidermis, epitaph

extra- outside, beyond extracurricular, extraordinary
ik, im-, -, i | ot illicit, impossible, incorrect,

inresponsible

inter- between, among intercom, international
intro- into

mal- bad maladjusted, malformed
mis- wrong misnomer, misunderstood
mono- one monotone, monogamy
multi- many multifaceted, multimillions
non- no, not nonentity, nonsensical

ob-, oc-,of-, op-

toward, against

object, occlude, offend, opposite

over  more than overachieve, overcharge
para- de paradigm, paragraph
per- through, throughout perambulate, permanent
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beatific (adj.) showing delight or bliss ting her award, she gave a
beatific smile.
behemoth (1) @ huge, powerful thing The clephant is the behemoth of

the Indian forest.

bellicose (adj.)

quarrelsome; warlike

‘Separating the twins kept them
from being bellicose.

bellwether (n.)

aleader or indicator

Housing foreclosures were a
bellwether of recession.

benighted (adj.) unenlightencd The benighted peasants thought
the Earth stood still.
bevy (n.) a group, esp. of girls ‘Abevy of young girls flowed

through the mall

bifurcate (adj.)

having two branches

‘The bifurcate stream flowed east
and southeast.

blandishment (1)

a flattering remark

‘She persuaded us both with
blandishment and bribe.

boisterous (adj.)

energetic and noisy

“The mery, boisterous crowd
cheered on the team.
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brigand (n.)

That brigand was captured with
the other pirates.

cajole ()

10 coax or wheedle

You cannot cajole me 10 try that,
new restaurant.

canard (n.) a false report The suggestion that the senator is
s just a canard.
celerity () speed ‘With great celerity, the rumor

raced around town.

censure (n.)

disapproval; reprimand

“The committee urged censure for
his misconduct.

choleric (adj.)

bad-tempered

Her choleric nature kept the
whole office on ede.

clemency (n.)

leniency; pardon

The judgment was harsh, but
clemency was possible.

contumely ()

scornful treatment

Their contumely at his mistake
was unbearable.

convivial (adj.)

Tond of good times

‘Aconvivial person makes friends
wherever she goes.

corporeal (ad.)

having physical form

Your corporeal assets may include
houses or cars.

coterie (n.)

a close group of friends

My coterie loves to celebrate
birthdays as a group.
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Strait of Hormuz yes no
Isthmus of Panama yes no

Khyber P:

ves no
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rapacious (adj.)

predatory; greedy

The young lioness has quite a
rapacious appetite.

raucous (adj.)

unpleasantly loud

Their raucous laughter kept the
rest of us awake.

regale (v) 10 entertain or provide Our host will regale us with food
and conversation.

repast (1) @ meal; a feast Along walk will help us (o digest
that grand repast.

replete (adj) flled ups stuffed Everyone was replete following

the wedding feast.

respite (.)

a break or reliel

The long weekend was a welcome
respite for all.

retinue (n.)

attendants; entourage

Rapper D never travels without a
retinue of friends.

vibald (adj.)

bawdy; lewd

The comedian’ jokes were ribald
and shocking.

widespread; prevalent

Discase was rife in Europe during
the Middle Ages.

it (1)

a crack or division

After the carthquake, a rifi
appeared in the field.
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Existing Land Bridges Historical Land Bridges
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quagmire (n.)

aswamp ora sticky
predicament

The guagmire of Vietnam sank
several careers.

qualms () uneasiness She had some qualms about
hiring the whistle-blower:

‘quandary (n.) a state of uncertainty He was in a guandary about
which job to take.

quay (n.) @ wharf; a dock Sailors docked the ships at the
quay for unloading.

quell (1) 1o suppress or alleviate Crackers may guell our hunger for

awhile.

queue (1)

aline waiting for

ice.

The guewe at the ticket booth was
long and restless.

quiescence ()

dormaney; inactivity

The deer's quiescence ends with
cooler weather,

quiotic (adj.)

ideall

 unrealistic

He has a quixotic belief in the

‘goodness of humanity.

‘quotidian (adj.)

everyday

My quotidiar routine has become.
deadly dull.

vafish (adj.)

dapper; dashing

Helooked confident in his raffish
scarf and cap.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
A) ubiquity rosaic (G) encroachment
B) largesse (E) noxious (H) extravagance

(C) puissance

(F) outlandish
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grandiloquence (n.)

ppompous speech or writing

I prefer plain speaking to
grandiloguence.

‘gratuitous (adj.)

free or without cause

Don't put up with that woman’s
gratuitous insults.

‘pustatory (adr)

having t0 do with taste

Sweet things appeal to my
gustatory sen:

hackneyed (adj.)

write; overused

To use a hackneyed phrase, itll
knock your socks off!

haleyon (adj.)

‘peaceful and calm

The day was haleyon; not a cloud
was in the sky.

hector (1)

tobully; 10 boss around

Please don't hector your
teammates unnecessarily.

heinous (adj.)

outrageously wicked

Supergluing his gloves together.
was a heinous act.

hermetic (adj.)

sealed tightly

1 the flask is hermetic, no air will
escape or enter:

heterodoxy (n.)

departure from tradition

Her heterodoxy upset the elders of
the church.

hiatus (1)

a break or interruption

My favorite TV show is on hiatus
for the summer:
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communal

audacious

nebulous

ingratiating

zealous
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fortuitous (adj.)

‘happening by chance

Our meeting in the park was
entirely fortuitous.

fulminate ()

0 explode violently

His anger may fulminate if you
continue to tease him.

fulsome (adj.)

offensively flattering

Her fulsome praise only made us

mistrust her more

galle (r) a foolish error Joe's worst gaffe came when he
called Lisa “Lucy.”

‘galvanize (1) 10 rouse; to stimulate His brave speeches always

alvanize his listeners.

‘gargantuan (adj.)

enormous; gigantic

Three gargantuan derricks stood
in the ol field.

‘genteel (adj.)

well-mannered; refined

At one time, a genteel woman
always wore gloves.

‘germane (adj.)

relevant; o the p

Your opinion is not germane o
this discussion.

ibe (1) 10 jeer or scoff at “They continued t0 gibe at the
speaker until he quit.
elib (ad.) smoothly supe Glib responses are

in serious times.
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) disinterest

(D) In particular

(G) privation

(B) egalitarianism

(E) As a result

(H) redundancy

(C) parity

(F) Without further ado

(D ennui
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) regale (D) piquant

(B) bestow (E) raucous

(C) declaim
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noun-forming; science of

athletics, physics

<ion noun-forming; action completion, dilution
-ish adjective-forming; having the [ foolish, boyish
-ism doctrine pacifism, jingoism
st noun-forming; person who | jurist, polemicist
iy, -ty noun-forming; state, quality ruely
ive, -ative, adjective-forming; having the | supportive, talkative, definitive
-itive quality of
-ine verb-forming; cause to be demonize, dramatize
ess without carcless, hopeless
Ay adverb-formin Toudly, suddenly
manner of
-ment noun-forming action argument, statement
ness noun-forming; state, quality | kindness, abruptness
-ous,-cous, | adjective-forming; having the | porous, gaseous, jocose, bilious
-ose, -ious quality of

~ship.

noun-forming; condition

scholarship, friendship
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) singular

(D) emancipated

(G) perpetual

(B) potent

(E) debilitated

(H) temperate

(C)rife

(F) tolerant

(1D cultivated
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Function and Meaning

Examples

~dom noun-forming; place, condition | kingdom, freedom

en adjective-forming; made of flaxen, wooden

-en verb-forming; cause to be cheapen, dampen

er,or noun-forming one who painier; sailor

-fold adverb-forming; divided or trifold, hundredfold
multiplied by

-ful adjective-forming; full of joyful, playful

ful noun-forming; amount cupful, bucketful

verb-forming; cause to be

liquefy, justify

i noun-forming; disease or inertia, anemia
condition of

atry noun-forming: medical psychiatry, podiatry
treatment

i adjective-forming; having the | futuristic, academic
qualities of

ician noun-forming; one who physician, mortician
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) distract (D) vision
(B) attack (E) size
(C) salute (F) agility
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

(A) corporeal

(D) prefigured

(B) detached

(E) deemed

(C) presumptive
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) nugatory (D) evade

(B) decaying (E) prey on

(C) dynamic (F) subsume
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usury (n.)

charging of exorbitant
interest

Some credit card compani
to practice usury.

seem

vacuous (adj.)

Tacking intelligence

Her vacuous stare made her
appear bored and silly.

vagary (n.)

an odd, unexpected act

Avagary in the weather dumped
ches of snow.

vainglorious (adj.)

boastful; sell-important

‘She has no cause 10 act in such a
vainglorious way.

valor (i)

courage; heroism

Valor on the field of battle was
crucial for a knight

vanquish (v.)

to defeat; 10 overcome.

Our debating team vill vanguish
all rival teams.

venal (adj.)

casily corrupted

“Avenal player might throw a
game for mone,

venerable (adj.)

respected or impressive

The venerable chief had ruled for
nearly fifty year

situde (n.)

Avicissitude in fortune enabled
him to go to college.
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trbid (adj.)

cloudy; murky

‘The turbid water may hide many
sharp rocks.

trpitude (n.)

vileness; depravity

‘Crimes of moral tupitude may
lead to deportation.

ubiquitous (ad.)

present everywhere

Cell phones seem o be ubiguitors
in high schools.

umbrage (1)

resentment; offense

She took umbrage when Tlaughed
at her dog.

unctuous (adi.)

oily in manner

His unctuous smile was obviously
insincere.

undulate (1)

o move in waves.

The rattlesnake scemed to
undulate over the sand.

unkempt (adj.)

disheveled; untidy

Please comb your unkempt hair
before going out.

unsung (adj.) not honored or valued The soldier’s bravery was unsurg:
he won no medal.

‘urbanc (adj.) refined; suave Clyde scemed rather urbane after
his tour abroad.

usurp (1) 10 seize; o take over “They cannot usurp power without

support from us.
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) indigenous

(D) matured

(G) beneath

(B) unique

(E)localized

(H) surrounding

(C)accustomed

(F) originated

(1) contained by
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Tuminary (1n.)

acelebrity or intellectual

We were joined by a luminary
from the art world.

macerate (1)

10 break down or soak

The digestive system serves o
macerate food.

mainstay (in.)

a chief support

Reading instruction is the,
mainstay of education.

martinet (n.)

astrict disciplinarian

My middle school principal was a
stern martinet.

maudiin (adj.)

overly sentimental

Our great aunt sends us nardlin
greeting cards

meander (12)

10 twist or wander

Three slow streams nieander
through the property.

mellfluous (adj.)

sweet-sounding

The meadowlark has a pleasant,
mellifluous song.

mendacity (1)

dishonesty; falschood

The man's mendacity will lead

others to mistrust him.

a beggar "N mendicant tugged at my coat
and asked for help.
mercurial (adj.) changeable Her mercurial moods confused

her roommates.
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miasma (1.) a poisonous vapor A dank miasma rose from the
flooded swamp.
mien (n.) ‘manner or appearan Atan interview, your mier should

be professional.

misanthrope (i.)

a hater of humankind

No misanthrope should ever run
for public office

miscreant (n.)

avillain or criminal

Will the miscreant receive
appropriate punishment?

modulate (1)

toalter; to tone down

Please modulate your voice in the
library.

moribund (adj.)

approaching death

Onondaga may be considered a
moribund language.

munificent (adj.)

extremely generous.

The munificent gift will build a
new hospital wing.

mutable (adj.) capable of change Our opinions on the subject seem
10 be mutable.
nadir (n.) the Towest point The nadir of my carcer came

when he fired me.

nebulous (adj.)

cloudy or vague

His explanation was nebulous and
left us baffled.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) analogous (D) activate
(B) predictable (E) respond

(C) advanced

(F) consume
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Example
Clue

Analgesics such as aspirin a;

available in most pharmacies.

An analges
pain,

adrug that kills

Esplanation
Clue

use he'd

He was considered a tyro be

never before attempted this particular
craft.

‘Altyrois a novice or newcomer (o
askill

Synonym or

Their perambulation, or roundabout

A perambulation is a roundabout

Definition | walk, took place daily at tcatime. walk.
Clue

Antonym | The lecture was riveting, not atall dull | Riveting is the opposite of dull.
Clue as we'd been warned.

Comparison | Her speaking voice was as melliluous | A nellfluous voice is velvety
Clue as the swish of velvet drapes. smooth,

Contrast | Although Hector was affronted by the | To be affronted is 10 be offended.

Clue

cartoon, Louise found it inoffensive.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) evoke (D) traverse

® equate ® transpire

(C) associate (F) transmogrify
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) distorted

(D) in anticipation

(G) comparatively

(B) seceded

(E)all the way

(H) assiduously

(C) evolved

(F) matched up

(1) ostensibly
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Singular

anybody, anyone, each, either, everybody,
everyone, neither, nobody, no one, one, somebody,
someone

Plural

both, few, many, several

Depends on Context

any, all, most, none, some
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Root

Meaning

Examples

soly, solu, solut

toloosen, to release

solve, soluble, solution

spec, spect 10 look

spir 10 breathe spirit, respiration
stab, stat 10 stand stability, statue

tact 10 touch tactile, contact

tele f telescope, teleport
tend, tens wstretch extend, tensile

tain, tent 10 hold ‘maintain, contents
term end terminal, exterminate
ter carth territory, subterrancan
therm heat thermal, thermometer
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

Blank (iii)

(A) fund

(D) According

(G) decor

(B) tolerate

(E) Starting

(H) clearance

(C)dispute

(F) Inducing

(1) augmentation
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(A) antipathy

(B) compliance

(C) caginess

(D) confidence

(E) decorum
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tors, tort 1o twist torsion, contort
tract o pull contract, tractable
one universe, unicycle
vac empty vacuous, cvacuate
ven, vent 10 come convene, venture
ver true verify, verisimilitude
ver word verbal, adverbial
vers, vert o wm reverse, convert
vid, vis tosee. video, invisible
vit, viv 1o live vital, convivial
voc, voke o call vocal, invoke
volv, volt, vol 10 roll volvox, revolt, convoluted
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) betray (D) implicit

(B) repress (E) germane

'C) encourage
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A)inspired (D) score (G)auspices
(B) rather (E) title (H) calumny
(C)based (F) composer (1) accolades






ops/t0053-01.jpg
. Inveigh
abnegate
dissolute
airtight

rancorous

. lugubrious
bellicose
censure
circumvent

commendable

. egress
voluble
archetype
lissome

fluctuating

. schism
trenchant
vacuous
miscreant

celerity

. succumb
vilify
cantankerous
hackneyed

regale

acrimonious
hermetic
rail
debauched

renounce

bypass
somber
laudable
combative

rebuke

garrulous
lithe
mutable
outlet

paradigm

inane
alacrity
caustic
rupture

malefactor

divert

capitulate
trite

choler
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) in lieu of (D) advocate for
(B) erstwhile (E) rail against

(C) formerly (F) contravene
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(A) intend

(B) prepare

(C) dominate

(D) afford

(E) ensure
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

creature (D) atypical

(B) composite documented

(C) divergence (F) frequently
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) distract (D) vision

(B) attack (E) size

(C) salute (F) agility






ops/t0076-01.jpg
Continuation/Addi

additionally, besides, furthermore, in addition,
moreover

Conclusion

consequently, hence, in other words, so,
therefore, thus

as well, both/and, equally
similarly, too

just as, like, likewise,

Contrast

although, but, despite, however, nevertheles:
whereas

lence/Reasons

as a result, because, due to, for that reason,
given that, since
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1. boisterous [tedious _[animated poli noisome
2.[calumny __[approach | tactic episode prologue
3.[appetite | rejection _|scrutiny | diversion | analysis | aftermath
4. marginal | droll conclusive _|sporadic | tangential | imperative
5. [recurrent__|scathing__|brilliant__|ultimate__| exotic alien
6.[depleted _[incompetent |unskilled | adept disingenuous | forthright
7.[intuitive | transient__| composed | discerning | perturbed | mordant
8. [resolve [ deflect engross | retain involve
9.[inquisition_| prodigy examination [invective | dilemma
10.|endeavor _|conspire _ |dispute | controvert | dissect alleviate
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crux (n.)

a basic or deciding point

The crux of the matter seems to
be affordability.

culpable (adj.)

blameworthy

Insurance companies were held

culpable in his death.

cupidity (n.)

reed

Tsn'teupidity one of the seven
deadly sins?

deft (adj.)

skillful; dexterous.

gers on the keyboard
awe.

deleterious (ad.)

‘harmful; injurious

Chemical additives may be
deleterious 10 our health.

demagogue (n.)

aleader who appeals to
passions and prejudices

Ademagogue wins power by
stirring up the people.

deprecate (i)

1o belittle

Do not deprecate my small
attempis at humor:

derision ()

contempt; ridicule

Dr: Ding’ peculiar theory was met
with derision.

diaphanous (adj.)

Sheer; gauzy

The dancers wore diaphanous
skirts over leotards.

diffidence ()

alack of self-confidence

People often mistook her
diffidence for rudeness.
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entertainment

®

studiousness

o)
©

distraction

3]
(D)

angst

0
&)

resoluteness
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dissipate (v.)

1o scatter; to disperse

The crowd will dissipate after the
concert ends.

dolorous (ad.)

‘mournful; sad

That dolorous music brought
tears 1o my eyes.

dotage (n.)

a fecble, aging mind

In his dotage he became more and
more forgetful.

draconian (adj.)

excessively strict; harsh

Trespassing laws in th
are draconian.

county

duleet (adj.)

sweet; melodious

‘We could hear the dulcet tones of
her flute.

ebullience (n.) enthusiasm; high spirits The children’s ebullience was
delightful to see.
edict (n.) @ command or order The king issued an edict

demanding new taxes.

cgregious (ad.)

Tagrantly bad

Your rudeness toward the
principal was egregious.

cgress (n.) an exit or way out The nearest gres led through &
door to the pat
an (n.) enthusiasm; spirit Her joytul élan is her most

charming feature.
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(A) melancholic

®

wearisome

(C) salacious

(D) aghast

(E) urbane
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A) proficient
(B) unfeasible
(C) seditious
(D) maudlin

o

I

accommodating
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A)inconsistent | |(D)await (G) presently
(B) outrageous (E)insist on (H) shortly

(C) exceptional

(F) assume

(1) in advance
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(A) construed

(B) subjugated

specified

allotted

) partitioned
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Score | Focus Organization Conventions
0| Docs notaddress the chosen | Incomprehensible. May merely | legible. Nonverbal Serious
promp. OIf topic. copy the promptwithout ervons make the paper
development. unreadable. May be in a orcign
language.
T [ Mostly rrelevantto the chosen | Lite or o development of ieas. | Pervasive errors in grammar,
prompt No evidence of analysis o mechanics, and speling.
organization.
2| Unclear connection to the chosen | Unfocused and disorganized. | Frequent errors in sentence.
prompt ‘mechanics, and
3 [ Limited connection o the chosen-| Rough organization with weak | Occasional major errors and
prompt. cxamples or reasons. frequent minor errorsin
conventions of writien English.
4| Competent connection tothe | Relevant examples or reasons | Occasional minor ervors in
chosen prompt. develop a logical positon. ten English.
5[ Clear, focused connection t the | Thoughtful, appropriae examples | Very few errors. Sentence
chosen prompt. o reasons develop a consistent, | structure s varied, and
‘coherent position. Connectors are | vocabulary is advanced.
ably used to mark ransitions.
6| Inightful clever connection to_| Compelling, convincing examples | Very ew errors. Sentence

the chosen prompt.

or reasons develop a consisten.
coherent postion. The argument
flows cffortlessly and persuasively.

stnucture is varied, and
vocabulry i pr
and effective.
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commenced

advocated

ol
9@

subsidized

retrieved

preceded
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path feeling empathy, sympathetic
ped, pod foot pedal, podiatrist

pel, puls to push repel, impulse

pend 0 hang pendant, impending
phil love philosophy, necrophilia
phon sound phonograph, telephone
pict to paint picture, depict

port to cany export, portage

psych mind psychology, psychic
quer, quest toask query, request

rupt t0 break interrupt, rupture
scrib, scrip 0 write inscribe, script

sent, sens o feel sentient, sensation
sequ o follow sequence, consequential
soci companion society, associate

sol alone solo, solitude
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Root Meaning Examples

graph 0 write photograph, graphics
ject 10 throw project, rejection

junct 0 join conjunction, adjunct
lect 10 choose, o gather select, collection

loc place locale, locomotion

log tosay logical, analog

lug, lum, lust_ | light lucid, luminous, illustrate
man to make, to do manager, manufactus
mem 0 recall remember, memorable
mit, miss tosend remit, admission

mob, moy, mot_| 1o move mobile, remove, motion
nasc, nat 10 be born nascent, prenatal

nom, nym name nominal, homonym
nov new renovate, novice

oper towork operate, inoperable
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) resided in (D) referred (G)out of kilter
(B) appraised (E) summoned (HDoverturnedensue
(C) cruised (F) compared (1) akimbo
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riposte (n.)

a comeback or retort

Her clever riposte stopped his
argument in its track:

rostrum (1)

a platform or dais

The speaker stood behind a
rostrum on the stage.

e (1)

(0 regret; (0 be sorry.

You will rue the day that you
angered my friend.

ruminate (v:)

(o reflect deeply on

In class, we will ruminate on the
theme of madness.

sagacious (adj.)

wise; perceptive

One hopes that one’s professors,
will be sagacious.

salutary (adj.) beneicial Drinking water scems o be
salutary o everyone.
sanguine (adj.) op  upbeat He seemed oddly sanguine about

the recession.

sardor

‘mocking; cynical

Inasardonic tone, she suggested
we look elsewhere.

Saturnine (adj.)

Sluggish or gloomy.

Joe was saturnine, but his wife
was always cheerful.

schism (i)

‘When did the schisim in the
Catholic Church occur?
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sinecure (1.)

a job with few duties

His sinecure with the governor’s
office was a

slake (v 10 quench or satisfy “The hikers can slake their thirst at
sobriquet (n.) anickname

figu
sophomoric (adj.) immature They regretied playing sucha

sophomoric prank.

sordid (ad.) disgusting; nasty Tquickly returned the sordid
magazine (o the shelf.
spate () a sudden rush or flood ‘After a spate of e-mails, 1 heard

nothing for weeks.

spurious (adj)

Talse; illegitimate

Your argument is spurious; it
lacks sense and logic.

Stalwart (adj.)

hardy and loyal

Big Ben is a stabwart, obedient
hunting dog.

steadfast (ad.)

firm and dependable

A steadfast employee is likely o
be rewarded.

Stoic (adj)

impassive; inexpressive

The young boy was stoic as he
received his flu shot.






ops/t0004-01.jpg
Section Number of Questions Time

Analytical Writing 1 “Analyze an Tssue” task 30 minutes
1 *Analyze an Argument” task | per task

Section 1: Verbal Reasoning Approximately 20 questions 30 minutes

Section 2: Verbal Reasoning Approximately 20 questions 30 minutes

Section 3: Quantitative Reasoning | Approximately 20 questions 35 minutes

Section 4: Quantitative Reasoning | Approximately 20 questions 35 minutes
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grades ——————  This makes sense in context but has
"o synonym.

attitude  —————— This fits the context. Does it have a
synonym in the listz

writing  ——————»  This fits the context but has no
synonym.

correlation ———————»  This does not make much sewse in
context.

outlook  —————» This fits and is & synonym
attiticde Ze

hypothesis ——————»  This does not fit the sentence.
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‘hirsute (adj.)

hairy

Will the boy grow to be as hirsute

as his father?

histrionic (adj.) overly dramatic ‘With a histrionic gesture, she sent
us on our way.

‘homily (n.) ashort sermon In his homily, the pastor urged us
10 show respect.

humbug (1.) ahoax or imposter The Wizard of 07 was something
of a humbug.

dyll (n.) ashort, pastoral poem My professor read aloud an idyll
by Tennyson.

ignominy (n.) shame; disgrace The captured criminals will now

live in ignominy.

k (n.)

tvpeorlass

People of that ik rarely become
managers.

mpecunious (adj.)

Back then, most mine workers,
were impecunious.

imprecation ()

a curse or invocation of evil

The witch’s imprecation doomed
the princess.

ncorrigible (adj)

incapable of reform

The distressed counselor called
the boy incorrigible.
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Present Past Future

Present |Past Futwre  |Perfect  |Perfect |Perfect
Texplore | Texplored |1 will Thave  |Ihad Twill have
explore  |explored |explored | explored
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) mollify

(B) emulsify

(C) denigrate

(D) petrify

(E) disabuse
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ingratiate (v.)

1o purposely gain favor

You might ingratiate yourself by
praising her work.

ble (adj.)

‘matchles

nique

“The inirmitable style of his poctry.
cannot be copied.

injustice or immorality

‘A “den of iniguity” is a place
where evil s done.

insouciant (adj.)

carcfrec; casual

‘We could hear her insouciant
whistling from indoors.

intrinsic (adj.)

inborn; essential

José seemed o have an intrinsic
ear for music.

inveigh (v.)

to rail or complain about

Customers inveiglh about the
companys return policy.

ik (1) o initate If you irk him, he will t0ss you out
of his office.
itinerant (adj.) wandering The itinerant laborer moved from

town to town.

jejune (adj.)

dull; uninteresting

‘Ajejune drama will not entertain
this audience.

feremiad (n.)

along lament

The speech was a jeremiad about
the evils of slavery.
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(A) omniscient

(B) abject

(C) pervasive

(D) estimable

(E) specious
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(A) benign

(B) pragmatic

(C) compliant

(D) rarefied

(E) dogmatic
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Suffix

Function and Meaning

Examples

<able, -ible

adjective-forming; capable of,
worthy of

laudable, flexible

-acy,

noun-forming; state, quality

literacy, bankruptey

-age

noun-forming; action

breakage, blockage

adjective-forming; state,
qu

communal, supplemental

noun-forming; one who

artisan, librarian

-ance, -ence

‘noun-forming; action, state,

quality

performance, adherence

-ancy, -ency

noun-forming; state, quality

buoyancy, fluency

-ant, -ent

‘noun-forming; one who oy
something that

deodorant, antecedent

-ant, -ent, -ient

adjcetive forming; indicating

compliant, dependent, lenient

-ar, ary adjective-forming; related to__| solar; imaginary
-ate verb-forming; cause to be percolate, graduate
-ation noun-forming; action hibernation, strangulation
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peripatetic, periodic

postdate, posthumous

prediction, preexist

procreate, promotion

re- back, again recall, recapture
retro- backward retrofit, retrospective

semi- half semicircle, semiconscious

subs, suc-,suf-, | below, under subarctic, succumb, suffer, suppress,
sup-, sus- suspend

super- over above superfluous, superscript

sur- over, above surpass, surrealism

syme, syn- together sympathetic, synthesize

trans- across transatlantic, transmission

i three tricycle, trilogy

un- not, opposite of unlikely, unravel

uni

one

uniform, unisex
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vilify ()

10 defame or belittle

‘The columnist tried to vilify the
author in print.

virago (1)

@ quarrelsome woman

Katherina is a virago in The
Taming of the Shrew.

virulent (adj.)

Venomous; deadly

Anthrax i a discase caused by @
virulent bacterium.

vitiate () o spoil or corrupt Sudden wealth can vitiate a well-
meaning person.
vitriol (1n.) cruel, bitter speech Twill notlisten to such vitriol

about my friend.

vituperate (1)

0 condemn or berate

No good coach should vituperate
a losing team.

voluble (adj.)

talkative

Her voluble oration kept us from
adding one word.

walt (1)

10 float or blow gently

Dead leaves wafi on the cool
autumn breeze.

wanton (adj.)

moral or unjustified

Wanton cruelty o animal

always appalling.

waspish (adj.)

bad-tempered

Dinah's waspish personality
irritated her sisters.
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wastrel (n.) a spendthrift The young wastrel soon
squandered his inheritance.

whet (1) 1o sharpen or arouse Delicious kitchen odors may whet
your appetite.

wily (ad.) Sly; cunning My wily puppy found a way to

open the pantry door.

winnow (1)

10 separate out

Wash the berries and winmow out
any unr

wizened (adj.)

wrinkled; shriveled

Her wizened face seemed both
wise and kindly.

wraith (n.)

a ghost; an apparition

The fog hung like a wraid over
the churchyard.

enophobia (i)

the fear of forcigners.

Severe xenophobia kept him from
enjoying travel.

yammer (v.) o talk continually Must you yannmier on about your
wroubles?

vaw (v) 10 swing back and forth The plane might yaw as it flies
through the storm,

yurt (n.) acircular tent My cousins lived ina yurt for the

summer.
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| 20 minutes: write
STOP | 5 minutes: review your writing
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nefarious (adj.)

extremely wicked

‘The conviet's nefarious crimes led
toalife sentence.

nether (adj.)

Tocated below or under

Colonial women wore layers of
nether garments.

nexus (1)

alink or connection

Drugs may be a nexus between
terrorism and crime.

niggardly (adj.)

stingy; miserly

The broker left a niggardly tip of
only fifty cents.

ihilism (12.)

the rejection of beliefs

Jude’s nihilism contrasts with his
priestly garments.

‘noisome (adj.)

harmful or foul-smelling

‘A noisome stench arose where we
were digging

nonplus (1)

10 bewilder; 10 perplex

Their carefree attitude might
nonplus their elders.

nostrum (1)

a remedy

The poet found love to be a
nostrum for melancholy.

noxious (adj.)

harmful; toxic

Keep noxious chemicals out of
the water supply.

(n.)

nuan

aslight differenc

Notice the nuance in color
between the two s

nugatory (ad.)

offitle importance

His opinion was nugatory 10 the
eroup’s decision.

obeisance (n.)

a gesture of respect

‘The knight made humble
obeisance before the duke,

obloquy ()

verbal abuse

Their obloguy seemed cruel and
almost slanderous.

odious (adj.)

disgusting; offensive

His behavior is odious, and his
speech is rude.

offal () garbage or entrails Dress the deer and throw the offal
into the woods.

onus (1) a burden or duty Her grandfather's care is an onues
she gladly bears.

ossify (1) 10 turn hard and bony The dried gourds seemed (o ossify

in the hot sun,

ostracize (1)

1o banish or exclude

Do not ostracize him because he
disagrees with you.

ouster ()

a forcible dispossession

‘Alter her ouster from the club, she
considered suing.

overweening (ad.)

excessive or arrogant

His overweening ambition nearly
took over his life.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) adroitly (D) create

(B) precisely

(E ) sense

C ) manifestly

(F) realize
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

(A) readily (D) minister to
(B) modestly (E) enhance

(C) likewise

(F) transform
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First Person Second Person Third Person
Singular | myself yourself himself, herself,
itself
Plural yourselves themselves
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First Person Second Person Third Person

Singular | I, me, my, mine | you, your, yours | he, him, his, she,
her, hers, it, its

Plural | we, us, our, ours you, your, yours they, them, their,

theirs
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Proper

Judith,

Chao

Spain, Lake Erie

Volvo, Titanic
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Person Place Thing Idea

Singular [ man, city, planet [ truck, table | kindness,
faith

Plural | men, Cities, planets | trucks, tables | kindness
firefighters faiths
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ambience (n.)

setting or atmosphere

1like the ambience at that tiny
corner café.

anodyne (adj.)

bland or soothing

The singsong music had an
anodyne effec

apostate (11.)

renegade; traitor

Having left the church, he was,
called an apostate.

asperity (1)

roughness; harshness

She spoke with asperity, but her
eyes were twinkling.

assiduous (adj.)

diligent; attentive

The carpenter was assiduous in
ining up the cornes

auspices (n.)

Sponsorship; support

The club functions under the
auspices of the college.

avarice (n.)

reed

Midas lost his only daughter to
his avarice for gold.

bacchanal (1.)

a drunken party

Chaperones kept the prom from
being a bacchanal.

bastion (1.)

a fortress or defender

The D.AS office is our bastion
against crime.
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‘Word and Part
of Speech

Definition

Example

abjure (1.)

10 renounce or retract

He never did abjure his belic!
the big bang theory.

‘abnegate (1)

1o renounce or give up

The king will abnegate power to
his son, the prince.

accede (1)

10 agree to

‘Will the boss accede to her
workers' demands?

accolade (n.)

praise; appreciation

My father won an accolade for
bravery in wartime,

acrimonious (adj.)

bitter; spiteful

Thei

ivorce was acrimonious;
won,

only the lawy

adroitly (adv.)

skillfully; dexterously

Our

aiter adroirly balanced
ral trays at once.

acgis (n.)

sponsorship; protection

He negotiated under the acgis of
the pri

altruistic (adj.)

charitable; generous

Giving away her favorite coat was
an altruistic act.
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10. adhere Idealistic

obstreperous truculent
nefarious eradicate
annihilate reprehensible

quixot affix
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

(A) doldrums

distinctively

(B) revitalization

(E) politically

(C) prudence

(F) comprehensively
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panache (1.)

elegance; style

Aunt Ida wore her purple feather
boa with panache.

parity (1n.) cquality Have women achieved parity in
intramural sports?
patois () a dialect Many folks along the river speak a

Creole patois.

peceadillo (n.)

@ minor sin or offense

Tt was easy to forgive him for that

mild peccadillo.

‘pedant (n.)

a small-minded teacher

T prefer a know-it-all to a rules-

obsessed pedant.

‘penumbra (n.)

a partial shadow

We saw the moon’s pernunibra
during the eclipse.

percgrination (.)

a pilgrimage or journey

His peregrination took him many
hundreds of miles.

pertidy (1)

a betrayal or treachery

Benedict Amold is now famous
mostly for his perfidy

phalanx (n.)

a close formation of troops; a
crowd

The phalanx of horsemen closed
in on the fortress.

picayune (adj.)

ivial o petty

Don' trouble me with those
picayune details

piquant (adj.)

‘The sauce was smooth, with a
piguant aftertaste.

plait ()

Sarah Jane wrapped her long plait
around her head.

platitude ()

No platitude is likely to engage the
audience.

plebeian (adj.)

“wigar or common

She thought bowling was too,
plebeian a sport.

‘prosaic (adj )

‘matter-of-fact; dull

He described his vacation in flat,
prosaic terms.

provenance (n.)

origin; source

What is the provenance of this oil
painting?

puissance (n.)

power; strength

The puissance of the unions led to
that new law.

pulchritude (n.)

physical beauty

‘Are models supposed to be the
height of pulchritude?

putative (adj.)

alleged; presumed 1o be

‘The putative author was later
shown to be illiterate.

qualf (1)

to drink deeply

‘We mertily guaff the punch at the
office party.
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(A) facilities

(B) jeremiads

(C) gaffes

(D) obloquies

(E) exploits
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expunge (v.)

1o erase or delete

Can we expunge the record and
start over again?

Tacile (adj.)

effortless; superficial

His answer was 100 facile for so
complex a problem.

Tallible (adj.)

Tikely t0 make mistakes

To be human is to be fallible; we
all err at times.

fealty (n.) allegiance; loyalty Knights pledged an oath of fealty
0 their ruler.

fecund (adj.) Tertile; productive Rabbits are quite fecund and
produce many litter

feign (1) 10 fake; to deceive ‘She may feign illness to avoid

taking the test.

fervent (ad.)

showing great passion

Itis my fervent hope that you will
visit soon.

fetid (ad.)

Toul-smelling

‘Afiter three days in the heat, the
garbage was fetid.

fidelity (n.)

Toyalty or accuracy

“This tape has great fidelity 10 the
original recording.

flch (v.) w0 steal Did you fileh my yogurt from the
refrigerator shelf?
Toist (v 10 force upon siyly He tried to foist his merchandise

on innocent tourists.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) quality (D) laudable (G) effort
(B) legacy (E) inexpressible | | (FD endowments

(C) largesse

(F) disquicting

(1) handiwork
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elegiac (adj.)

expressing sorrow

His reading at the funeral was
lovely and elegiac.

epicure (n.)

a person who enjoys good
food and drink

Tm no epicure, but I do like
visiting fine restaurants

epitome (n.)

a typical example

Their ranch is the epitome of
country living.

cquivocal (adj)

uncertain; undecided

The evidence was eguivocal and
led nowhere.

eschew ()

to shun; to avoid

Please eschew the passive voice in
your writing.

cuphonious (adj.)

pleasant-sounding

‘The chirping of the birds made a
euphonious sound.

exalt (1) 10 praise; to glorify “That song was written (0 exall the
queen.
exhort (v) 10 urge or advis Our professors exlhort us to

continue our studies.

expiate (1)

10 atone for

He worked in a soup kitchen to
expiate his misdeeds.
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Blank (i) Blank (ii)

(A) sumptuous (D) assiduousness

(B) odious (E) peccadilloes

C) prosaic ) appetites
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Blank (i)

Blank (ii)

(A) blandishments

(D) vilify

(B) imprecations

(E) dishearten

(C) idylls

(F) counteract
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