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Preface

This volume presents the history of Europe since the Late Middle Ages, focusing on the great movements, ideas, events, and personalities that shaped Europe’s development. It is designed to be used in two ways: as a textbook in its own right and as a supplement to any of the standard college texts.

To enhance comprehension and retention of historical material, each chapter contains a time line, an overview and a summary, and a system of clearly related subheads. Dates of birth and death are given for most individuals cited. For monarchs and popes, the dates refer to their reigns and are indicated as “r.”

No attempt has been made to cover the major interpretive or historical debates relating to the history of modern Europe. Rather the reader is encouraged to consult the recommended reading sections that appear at the end of each chapter. Here the reader will find detailed studies of subjects considered in the chapter. In selecting books to be included, emphasis has been placed on recent scholarship and classic works.
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CHAPTER 1

The Emergence of Modern Europe

Time Line

[image: Image]

[image: Image]



During the fourteenth century, a series of crises undermined the civilization of medieval Western Europe, the civilization that had developed and matured following the collapse of the Roman Empire during the fifth century A.D. The Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy and the Great Schism weakened the prestige and authority of the Roman Catholic Church. Great Britain and France became embroiled in the Hundred Years’ War, which threatened the authority of the monarchy in both countries. In Central Europe, the Holy Roman Empire was disintegrating into an array of virtually independent princely states. To compound Europe’s problems, the Black Death suddenly swept out of the East, claiming the lives of a quarter to a third of Europe’s population.

Signs of improvement appeared during the fifteenth century, however. The Great Schism ended, although the Roman Catholic Church continued to face serious problems. While the decline of the Holy Roman Empire continued, in England, France, and Spain, strong national monarchies emerged. The civilization of modern Europe was taking shape.

The Decline of the Roman Catholic Church

Philip the Fair and Boniface VIII

The declining power and prestige of the papacy signified momentous change in Europe during the Late Middle Ages.

Clericos Laicos

During the late thirteenth century, there were already some signs of an erosion of papal authority. Then, as the century drew to a close, a bitter conflict erupted between King Philip IV (r. 1285–1314) of France, known as Philip the Fair, and Pope Boniface VIII (r. 1294–1303). In need of money to finance his war against England, Philip demanded, in 1296, that the French clergy pay taxes. Boniface responded with the bull Clericos Laicos (1296), prohibiting the taxation of the clergy without papal approval.

Unam Sanctam

Both the king and the pope refused to give way, and the conflict intensified. In the bull Unam Sanctam (1302), Boniface VIII stated his claim to papal supremacy in uncompromising terms, insisting that resistance to the will of the pope was resistance to the will of God. Enraged, Philip the Fair sent agents to Italy in search of the pope. In September 1303, the French found Boniface at his summer home in Anagni and took him prisoner, although he was soon set free. Not long after this “Crime of Anagni,” as it became known, Boniface died. The new pope, Benedict XI (r. 1303–1304), carefully avoided further conflict with Philip.

The Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy

Following the death of Benedict XI, Bertrand de Got, the bishop of Bordeaux in France, was elected pope, becoming Pope Clement V (r. 1305–1314). In order to avoid the anarchy then prevalent in Rome, Clement took up residence in Avignon, a papal possession in southern France. A succession of French popes resided in Avignon for almost seventy years. During this period, known as the Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy (1305–1378), the popes were subject to a substantial degree of control by the French monarchy. While not noted for the quality of its spiritual leadership, the Avignon papacy was marked by considerable administrative and financial efficiency.

The Great Schism

In 1377, Pope Gregory XI (r. 1370–1378) decided to move back to Rome. Following Gregory’s death in 1378, the cardinals, who feared the Roman mob, elected an Italian pope, Urban VI (r. 1378–1389). A group of French cardinals then declared that Urban’s election had taken place under duress and was thus invalid. They elected a Frenchman as pope, who became Clement VII (r. 1378–1394). Clement took up residence in Avignon.

The election of Clement VII began the Great Schism. For the next four decades, from 1378 to 1417, there were two popes, one at Rome and the other at Avignon, each claiming to be the true vicar of Christ on earth.

France and its allies, including Scotland and the Spanish kingdoms of Castile, Navarre, and Aragon, supported the Avignon papacy. France’s enemy, England, as well as the Holy Roman Empire, Portugal, and Italy, backed the Roman pontiff.

The Council of Pisa

The Great Schism had a negative impact on the religious life of Catholic Europe. In an effort to end the split, a council of some five hundred bishops and other churchmen met in Pisa in 1409. The council deposed both Gregory XII (Rome) and Benedict XIII (Avignon) and elected a new pope, Alexander V. But neither Gregory nor Benedict would give way, so now there were three popes.

The Council of Constance

The Council of Constance, which met from 1414 to 1418, ended the Great Schism. In 1417, the council elected Pope Martin V (r. 1417–1431), who won recognition from all factions. Martin V took up residence in Rome.

During the fifteenth century, the popes became actively involved in the political and cultural life of Renaissance Italy (see Chapter 2) and did little to deal with the much-needed reform of the Roman Catholic Church. This failure contributed to the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century.

Heresy

The problems of the church in the Late Middle Ages were compounded by the emergence of heresies. A heresy, by definition, is a teaching contrary to the accepted orthodox doctrine.

Wycliffe

In England, John Wycliffe (c. 1328–1384), a scholar who taught at Oxford University, insisted that the Bible was the only source of Christian doctrine. To make the Bible more accessible to literate Englishmen, he translated it into English. Wycliffe rejected the authority of the papacy and the hierarchy of the church, regarding them as both unscriptural and unnecessary, and he denounced the wealth and corruption of the clergy. He also rejected the Roman Catholic doctrine regarding the Eucharist, which taught that the consecrated bread and wine were miraculously transformed into the body and blood of Christ.

Wycliffe won a number of followers, known as Lollards, especially among the lower classes. The church, with the support of the English government, suppressed the movement.

Hus

In Bohemia, John Hus (c. 1369–1415), a teacher at the university in Prague, embraced Wycliffe’s ideas. Hus and his followers, the Hussites, represented both a religious and national revolt, winning support among the Czechs of Bohemia, who objected to German domination of their homeland. Hus appeared before the Council of Constance to respond to charges of heresy. Although he had been promised safe conduct, he was tried, condemned by the council as a heretic, and burned at the stake in 1415. Despite Hus’s death, the Hussite Wars between his followers and the papal forces continued in Bohemia for several years.

The thought of Wycliffe and Hus foreshadowed the ideas of the Protestant reformers of the sixteenth century.



The Black Death

The Black Death was an epidemic of the bubonic plague that devastated Europe in the mid-fourteenth century.

Early in the century, the bubonic plague swept through parts of China. It then spread along the trade routes and was carried to Europe on rat-infested ships. Fleas from infected rats transmitted the plague bacteria to humans.

In 1347, the bubonic plague appeared in Sicily and in the Italian port cities of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa. Sweeping through Italy, the disease spread within months to Switzerland, Germany, and Eastern Europe. It hit France in 1348 and moved on into Spain and England.

The Mortality Figures

The death toll was highest in thickly populated urban areas. While there are no statistics recording the loss of life, it is likely that somewhere between 35 and 65 percent of the urban population died. The toll in rural areas was less. The Black Death hit hardest at the poor, whose crowded living conditions encouraged the spread of disease. The wealthy benefited from being better housed and fed and from their ability to escape to the countryside. In subsequent years, the bubonic plague became endemic in Europe, with additional serious outbreaks occurring during the fourteenth century and later.

Economic Effects

The loss of population produced a temporary economic decline and also hastened an economic revolution, promoting a decline of serfdom and the manorial system. The serious labor shortage forced landowners to make concessions to the peasants, who gradually won freedom from the bonds of serfdom. In much of Western Europe, a free peasantry came into being, although the peasants had to pay rent and taxes for their use of the land. In the towns, the decrease in the supply of labor resulted in substantially higher wages for skilled artisans.



Psychological Effects

The Black Death also provoked an intensification of superstition and hysteria in European society. Religious fanatics known as flagellants beat their bodies in the belief that this mortification of the flesh would lead God to intervene on humanity’s behalf. The witchcraft delusion became widespread, and civil and church authorities joined to persecute those accused of practicing black magic. In addition, the Black Death led to increased persecution of the Jews. Jews had long been the victims of persecution by Christians, and now they were blamed for causing the plague. In a number of areas there were anti-Jewish riots, known as pogroms, and many Jews were massacred.

The Rise of National Monarchy: England

Effects of the Hundred Years’ War

The Hundred Years’ War (1337–1453), a disastrous conflict between England and France, ended with the English loss of all of their territorial holdings in France, except the port of Calais on the English Channel. The war weakened the authority of the monarchy in both France and England.

The Wars of the Roses (1455–1485)

In 1455, a civil war broke out in England. Known as the Wars of the Roses, this vicious conflict lasted for thirty years. The chief antagonists were the house of Lancaster, whose symbol was a red rose, and the house of York, symbolized by a white rose. The Wars of the Roses were, above all, a struggle among members of the nobility and landed gentry, who sided with the contending houses primarily for reasons of their own selfish interests.

In 1461, King Edward IV (r. 1461–1483), a Yorkist, seized the throne from the Lancastrian king Henry VI (r. 1422–1461), who was murdered in the Tower of London. A capable military leader and administrator, Edward IV succeeded in restoring at least some limited order to the kingdom.

Following Edward IV’s sudden death at the age of forty-one, his brother, the duke of Gloucester, became King Richard III (r. 1483–1485). Richard Ill’s two young nephews, the sons of Edward IV, were murdered in the Tower of London. One of the boys was the lawful king, Edward V; his brother, Richard, was duke of York. Richard Ill’s role in the murders has remained a subject of historical controversy.

Henry Tudor, an illegitimate Lancastrian, challenged Richard III. The two met in 1485 in the Battle of Bosworth Field, where Richard lost his life. The Wars of the Roses thus came to an end with a Lancastrian victory.

King Henry VII (r. 1485–1509)

The victor of Bosworth Field became King Henry VII, the first of England’s Tudor monarchs. Henry moved quickly to consolidate his position by marrying a Yorkist princess, Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of King Edward IV, and by securing Parliament’s endorsement of his position as king.

Henry VII achieved a remarkable success in restoring order and stability to England, and he passed on a strong monarchy to his successor.

Domestic Affairs

Henry strove to restore the authority of the English monarchy. In order to reduce the power and influence of the nobility, he chose his ministers mainly from the prosperous middle class. The king’s active encouragement of trade also helped win middle class support.

Henry managed government affairs well, balancing the budget and building up a sizable surplus in the royal treasury. The king’s frugality freed him from dependence on Parliament for grants of money. As a result, the power of Parliament declined. Parliament met only five times during Henry’s reign and only once during its final twelve years.

Foreign Affairs

While Henry VII used force effectively to suppress several rebellions and to defeat rival claimants to the throne, in his conduct of foreign affairs he preferred diplomacy to expensive wars. In order to improve relations with Scotland, which had supported France during the Hundred Years’ War, he arranged for his daughter to marry the Scottish king. To maintain good relations with the Hapsburgs, he arranged the marriage of his eldest son, Arthur, to Catherine of Aragon, the aunt of the future Holy Roman emperor Charles V. When Arthur died, Henry arranged for Catherine to marry his younger son, who became King Henry VIII (r. 1509–1547).

The Rise of National Monarchy: France

King Louis XI (r. 1461–1483)

During the reign of King Louis XI, France recovered from the devastation of the Hundred Years’ War and regained its position as the leading power in Europe. By the time of Louis XI’s death, France was a strong state with a population of 16 million, compared to 5 million in England, and was well on its way to becoming an absolute monarchy.

Domestic Affairs

Like Henry VII in England, Louis XI faced the problem of reestablishing royal authority at the expense of the nobility. Like Henry, Louis chose many of his advisers from the upper middle class. The consultative assembly, the Estates General, met only once during his reign, in 1468. Louis made laws and levied taxes by decree. The king also worked to organize an efficient centralized bureaucracy and succeeded in establishing royal control over the judicial system. These actions increased the power of the crown and also resulted in a substantial increase in royal income.

Foreign Affairs

Louis XI created an effective army, which he used to suppress revolts of the nobility. However, in foreign affairs, he preferred diplomacy to force. Louis wove such intricate webs of political and diplomatic intrigue that he won the nickname the Universal Spider.

As a continental country, however, France could not avoid war as readily as England could. The Duchy of Burgundy, lying between France and the Holy Roman Empire, presented the greatest threat to Louis’s authority and French unity. The dukes of Burgundy ruled not only the Duchy of Burgundy itself, but also the Franche-Comté (the Free County of Burgundy) and most of the Netherlands. Louis XI fought against two dukes of Burgundy, Philip the Good (r. 1419–1467) and Charles the Bold (r. 1467–1477). After Charles the Bold was killed in battle, Louis acquired the Duchy of Burgundy, as well as Picardy. He also succeeded in adding the provinces of Anjou, Maine, and Provence to the French royal domain.

French Conflict with the Hapsburgs

In 1491, King Charles VIII (r. 1483–1498) acquired Brittany by marriage, but he wasted the financial resources of the French monarchy by invading Italy in 1494. King Louis XII (r. 1498–1515), a cousin of Charles VIII, continued the unsuccessful Italian war. These French incursions into Italy were the opening round in the long conflict between the Valois kings of France and the Hapsburgs.

King Francis I (r. 1515–1547)

King Francis I increased the centralization of royal administration and finances and strengthened the army. His failure to summon the Estates General into session (it had last met in 1468) further increased royal authority, as did the Concordat of Bologna, concluded with Pope Leo X (r. 1513–1521) in 1516. The concordat authorized the king to nominate bishops and other high officials of the Catholic Church in France, thereby giving the monarch administrative control over the church.

Like his immediate predecessors, however, Francis I squandered much of his resources in unsuccessful foreign wars. In particular, France continued its costly intervention in Italy, where Francis I faced the powerful Charles V, the Hapsburg who was both Holy Roman emperor and king of Spain.

The Rise of National Monarchy: Spain

The Unification of Aragon and Castile

During the Middle Ages, the Spanish Christians carried out the reconquest (Reconquista) of Spain from the Moslems, creating several Christian states in the Iberian peninsula.

In 1469, the future king Ferdinand (r. 1479–1516) of Aragon married the future queen Isabella (r. 1474–1504) of Castile, thereby creating the basis for the union of their kingdoms. As rulers, Ferdinand and Isabella strove to increase royal power at the expense of the nobility and the towns. Toward that end, they called the Cortes (the traditional consultative assemblies representing the nobility, the towns, and the clergy) into session as infrequently as possible.

Under Ferdinand and Isabella, the Spanish army became one of Europe’s best. Also during their reign, Christopher Columbus discovered the New World (see Chapter 6).

The Spanish Inquisition

Ferdinand and Isabella gained control over the Catholic Church in Spain and used the church as an instrument of royal power. As a result of the efforts of Queen Isabella and Tomás de Torquemada (1420–1498), a Dominican priest and the queen’s confessor, the Spanish Inquisition was established. With Torquemada as inquisitor general, the Inquisition became an important instrument of royal authority. While Isabella and Torquemada were evidently motivated primarily by religious concerns, Ferdinand viewed the Inquisition as a useful weapon against rebellious nobles and churchmen.

The Inquisition began operating in Castile in 1480 and in Aragon seven years later, using torture in its investigations and confiscating the property of its victims. The Inquisition announced its sentences at an elaborate public ceremony called an auto-da-fé (act of faith). Executions, usually by burning at the stake, were not a part of the auto-da-fé itself but took place sometime later. During the fifteen years that Torquemada served as inquisitor general, at least two thousand people were burned at the stake.

The Jews

Like many other rulers of their time, Ferdinand and Isabella believed that religious unity was a prerequisite for political unity. In 1492, the government ordered all Spanish Jews either to adopt Christianity or to leave the country. As many as 200,000 Jews left, with many going to North Africa, Italy, the Ottoman Empire, Poland, and Russia.

The Spanish Jews who accepted Christianity were known as Marranos. The Inquisition charged that many Marranos continued to practice the Jewish religion in secret. The Marranos were persecuted, and many were expelled from the country.

The Moslems

In 1492, the Spanish reconquered Granada, the last remaining Moslem state in the Iberian peninsula. The government promised religious freedom to the Moors, as the Spanish Moslems were known, but this promise was revoked following a revolt of the Moors in 1501. The government then sought to force the Moors to convert to Christianity. Many left Spain, while those who remained and adopted Christianity were known as Moriscos.

Many of the Moriscos continued to practice Islam secretly, which resulted in their being persecuted by the Inquisition. The Moriscos were finally expelled from Spain in 1609.

The Holy Roman Empire

While strong national monarchies emerged in England, France, and Spain, in the German lands of Central Europe, the Holy Roman Empire experienced continuing disintegration as the nobility increased its power at the expense of the emperor.

The Golden Bull of 1356 provided that the Holy Roman emperor would be chosen by seven princes of the Holy Roman Empire, who were designated as electors. There were three ecclesiastical and four secular electors. The ecclesiastical electors were the archbishops of Cologne, Trier, and Mainz, while the secular electors included the king of Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, the margrave of Brandenburg, and the count palatine of the Rhine. In effect, the Golden Bull made the princes of the empire virtually independent rulers of their own domains.

Beginning in the early fifteenth century, the imperial title was customarily conferred on members of the Hapsburg dynasty.



Charles V: King and Emperor

Following the death of King Ferdinand of Spain in 1516, the Spanish crown passed to his grandson, who became King Charles I (r. 1516–1556). Charles was also the Hapsburg heir to the throne of the Holy Roman Empire, becoming Emperor Charles V (r. 1519–1556). While the title of Holy Roman emperor brought with it little power, Charles V’s personal domains made him an extraordinarily powerful ruler.

The Domains of Charles V

From Emperor Maximilian I (r. 1493–1519), his paternal grandfather, Charles V inherited the Hapsburg domains in Central Europe, customarily referred to as Austria. Charles expanded these domains by acquiring part of Hungary, Bohemia and Moravia, and Silesia. From Mary of Burgundy (r. 1457–1482), his paternal grandmother, he inherited the Burgundian holdings, including the Franche-Comté and the Netherlands. In addition, Charles claimed the Duchy of Burgundy, as well as Picardy, which had been acquired by King Louis XI of France in the late fifteenth century. From his maternal grandparents Ferdinand and Isabella, Charles inherited Spain and the Spanish Empire, as well as Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia.

Wars of Charles V

The Hapsburg Emperor Charles V became involved in a bitter struggle with the Valois King Francis I of France. The two rulers fought over the Burgundian lands, as well as over their conflicting claims in Italy. While Charles V failed to win a decisive victory over the French, he succeeded in warding off the French threat to Naples and in acquiring the Duchy of Milan.

In addition to his war with France, Charles V also faced the challenge of Martin Luther’s Reformation in Germany (see Chapter 4).

Successors of Charles V

In 1556, Charles V began the process of abdication, dividing his domains between the Austrian and Spanish Hapsburgs. Charles’s son became King Philip II of Spain (r. 1556–1598), while his younger brother became Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand I (r. 1558–1564).

The fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were a time of transition in Europe. The continuing problems of the Roman Catholic Church reduced the power and influence of what had been the central institution in European life during the Middle Ages. Strong national monarchies developed in England, France, and Spain. While the Holy Roman Empire continued its process of disintegration, the Hapsburg emperors found a substantial power base in their personal domains.

What historians call Modern Europe was beginning to take shape. The emergence of Modern Europe involved other factors, as well, among them the Renaissance, the Reformation, the revival of capitalism, and the age of exploration.
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CHAPTER 2

The Italian Renaissance



Time Line
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The term “renaissance” (“rebirth” in French) was introduced by Giorgio Vasari (1511–1574), an Italian art historian who wrote of the rebirth (riniscità) of art in Italy during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The concept of the Renaissance was then applied more broadly to describe a dramatic rebirth of civilization in Western Europe. This view of the Renaissance involves two erroneous concepts. First, there is the idea that the Middle Ages had few cultural accomplishments to their credit. Second, there is the idea that, sometime around 1350, a sudden rebirth of literature, art, and scholarship began in Italy.

These views overlook the accomplishments of medieval European civilization, especially those of the High Middle Ages from about 1000 to 1300. During this period, Romanesque and Gothic architecture emerged, the first universities were established, and scholastic philosophy developed.

What occurred in Italy beginning in the fourteenth century was not, therefore, a sudden rebirth but rather a continuation of what had been underway for several centuries, although there were some significant shifts in emphases. Above all, the Italian Renaissance involved an intensification of interest in the classical civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome, especially in classical literature, thought, art, and architecture. In addition, the Italian Renaissance brought an intensification of the secular spirit in Western European civilization. This meant an increasing concern with the things of this world rather than with eternity and a new emphasis on the individual and individual accomplishment.

The Italian States

Urban Civilization

The civilization of the Italian Renaissance was urban, centered on towns that had become prosperous from manufacturing, trade, and banking. Italians had acquired considerable wealth, and some of this wealth was used to support writers, scholars, and artists.

During the Renaissance, Italy remained divided politically. In northern Italy, the city-states of Florence, Milan, and Venice became major centers of Renaissance civilization. Rome dominated the Papal States of central Italy, while the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies embraced most of southern Italy.

Florence

During the fourteenth century, Florence emerged as a major center of handicraft industry, specializing in textiles, especially woolens. In addition, Florence became an important banking center. An independent republic, Florence was ruled by a small oligarchy.
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Italy, 1454

The Medici

During most of the fifteenth century, the Medici family dominated Florence. The Medici had extensive interests in industry, trade, and especially banking. The first of the Medici to gain an influential role in the politics of the city was Giovanni di Bicci de’ Medici (1360–1429). Then, from 1434 until his death, Cosimo de’ Medici (1389–1464), Giovanni’s son, ruled the city. Cosimo was succeeded by his son Piero (1416–1469), but the most famous of the Medici was Lorenzo the Magnificent (1449–1492), Cosimo’s grandson, who ruled Florence from 1469 until his death.

Decline of Florence

In 1494, Savonarola (1452–1498), a Franciscan friar, gained power in Florence, exercising a strict and puritanical rule over the city. In 1498, the Florentines overthrew the dictator, and Savonarola was burned at the stake. After Savonarola’s death, the Medici returned to power, but the great age of Florence had passed.

Milan

Located in northern Italy, the duchy of Milan was an important center of the overland trade between Italy’s seaports, especially Venice, and Northern Europe, on the other side of the Alps. Milan also gained wealth from agriculture and industry, especially the production of silk and armor.

The Visconti

From 1227 to 1447, members of the Visconti family ruled Milan. In particular, Gian Galeazzo Visconti (c. 1351–1402), who became Milan’s ruler in 1378, furthered the city’s development as a commercial center.

The Sforzas

Following the death of the last of the Visconti, Milan was briefly a republic, from 1447 to 1450. In the latter year, Francesco Sforza (1401–1466), the son-in-law of the last Visconti ruler, became duke and established himself as Milan’s despotic ruler. Sforza was the son of a condottiere, a professional soldier of fortune who commanded mercenaries. Ludovico (1479–1508) was the most famous of the Sforzas. Known as Ludovico il Moro (Ludovico the Moor), he dominated Milan from 1480 to 1499. Like Francesco, he was an enthusiastic patron of the arts.



Decline of Milan

In the early sixteenth century, Milan experienced a substantial political and economic decline. The city became part of the Spanish empire in 1535.

Venice

The great commercial city of Venice was reputed to have one of the most effective governments in Europe.

Government

Venice was an oligarchy. Political power was the exclusive preserve of the male descendants of the wealthy merchants who had served as the councillors of the city-state prior to 1297 and whose names were inscribed in the Golden Book. The oligarchy comprised the Great Council, which elected the doge (duke), the chief executive of Venice, for a lifetime term. In practice, the doge was largely a figurehead ruler, subject to the control of the inner circle of the oligarchy who comprised the Council of Ten.

Trade

Located at the northern end of the Adriatic Sea, the prosperity of Venice was based on trade, particularly with the largely Moslem-controlled lands at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. By the fifteenth century, Venice held a near-monopoly on the sale of spices and luxury goods from the East to the rest of Europe.

The Renaissance Popes in Rome

The Great Schism (see Chapter 1) ended with the election of Pope Martin V (r. 1417–1431). He and his immediate successor, Pope Eugenius IV (r. 1431–1447) reestablished papal control over Rome and the Papal States of central Italy.

As the fifteenth century progressed, the popes became increasingly involved in secular affairs and Renaissance culture, actively promoting learning and the arts. However, the secular involvements of the Renaissance popes reduced their effectiveness and undermined their prestige as the administrative and spiritual leaders of the Roman Catholic Church in Western Europe.

Nicholas V

Pope Nicholas V (r. 1447–1455) had previously served the Medici family of Florence as a librarian. As pope, he established the Vatican Library with its original collection of 1,200 volumes.

Pius II

Pope Pius II (r. 1458–1464) had earlier achieved note as a humanist scholar under the latinized name of Aeneas Silvius. He devoted himself to efforts to preserve ancient Roman structures that had fallen into ruin.

Sixtus IV

Pope Sixtus IV (r. 1471–1484) became active in the tumultuous politics of Renaissance Italy, hoping both to make the Papal States more powerful and to advance his family’s political fortunes. His interest in cultural affairs led him to expand the Vatican Library.

Alexander VI

Pope Alexander VI (r. 1492–1503), a member of the Spanish Borgia family, also sought to promote the interests of his family. He spent large sums to support the army of his son Cesare Borgia (c. 1476–1507), who was trying to create a family domain in central Italy.

Julius II

Pope Julius II (r. 1503–1513), the nephew of Sixtus IV, became known as the Warrior Pope. He personally led the papal armies into battle against both the French and the Venetians.

Leo X

Pope Leo X (r. 1513–1521), a Medici, used papal money to help his family in the domestic and external struggles of Florence. He was pope at the beginning of Martin Luther’s Reformation (see Chapter 4).

The Kingdom of the Two Sicilies

Until the early fifteenth century, the French House of Anjou ruled Naples, while Sicily was controlled by the Spanish Kingdom of Aragon. In 1442, Aragon acquired Naples. The combination of Sicily and Naples became known as the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. The new kingdom included about half of the Italian peninsula, but it never became powerful enough to threaten the independence of the other Italian states.

Literature

The Tuscan Triumvirate

During the Italian Renaissance, serious literary works began to be written in Italian, the vernacular language, instead of Latin. The first three major writers—Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio—of the Italian Renaissance are known as the Tuscan Triumvirate because of their association with Florence, the major city of the region of Tuscany. Their work helped make the Tuscan dialect the standard form of the Italian language.

Dante

Dante Alighieri (1265–1321) was in many ways a writer of the Middle Ages, but he can also be regarded as the first author of the Italian Renaissance. He is best known for the Divine Comedy, an epic poem written in Italian. Divided into three parts, the Divine Comedy tells of Dante’s journey through Inferno (hell), Purgatory, and Paradise (heaven). The Latin poet Virgil serves as Dante’s guide through Inferno and Purgatory, while Beatrice, Dante’s idealized woman, is his guide through Paradise. Virgil represents reason and the values of classical civilization, while Beatrice represents love, faith, and divine revelation.

Petrarch

Francesco Petrarca, known as Petrarch (1304–1374), is renowned for his love lyrics, in the form of sonnets, addressed to Laura. Petrarch developed the Italian sonnet, a poem of fourteen lines, divided into a group of eight and a group of six, with each group having its own rhyme scheme.

Petrarch became an important figure in the movement of literary humanism, which involved the search for long-lost or forgotten Latin manuscripts, and the effort to write in Latin in imitation of the ancient authors. Petrarch’s original work in Italian was of greater literary merit than his imitative writings in Latin, however.

Boccaccio

Giovanni Boccaccio (1313–1375) is best known for his Decameron (1348–1353), a collection of witty and often bawdy tales told over a period of ten days by a group of ten young people fleeing Florence at the time of the Black Death in 1348. Petrarch interested him in the search for ancient manuscripts, and Boccaccio learned Greek, which Petrarch had not done.

Other Renaissance Writers

Machiavelli

Niccolò Machiavelli (1469–1527) was the most important writer on politics to emerge during the Italian Renaissance. In The Prince (1513), Machiavelli rejected the traditional Christian view that the state is subject to divine law. Instead, he adopted a totally secular and amoral view of politics. In Machiavelli’s view, the state existed for its own sake. The ruler should be concerned, above all, with the preservation of his authority. Toward that end, the ruler was justified in using any means.

Castiglione

Baldassare Castiglione (1478–1529), a humanist and papal diplomat, wrote The Book of the Courtier (1518), in which he presented rules of gentlemanly behavior. He believed a gentleman should know both Greek and Latin and should have a fluent writing style in both the classical languages and the vernacular. Castiglione was an important advocate of a humanistic education that emphasized the study of classical languages and literature.

Cellini

Benvenuto Cellini (1500–1571) was both a famed goldsmith and silversmith and an important writer. An unabashed egotist, he wrote a revealing Autobiography (1558–1562), characterized by a remarkable frankness about his sexual and other exploits.

Valla

Lorenzo Valla (c. 1405–1457) was an important Renaissance scholar. He applied the methods of linguistic and historical analysis to demonstrate that the Donation of Constantine, a document supposedly written in the fourth century, was in fact an eighth-century forgery. According to this document, the Roman Emperor Constantine had given to Pope Sylvester I the right to rule over central Italy. In reality, the pope’s claim to central Italy was based on the Donation of Pepin, an eighth-century Frankish king.

Art and Architecture

Giotto (c. 1266–1337)

Giotto, a contemporary of Dante, is often regarded as the first artist of the Italian Renaissance. He was trained in the Byzantine style, which had dominated medieval Italian art. In this style, the subjects, usually Jesus, the Virgin Mary, and the saints, were portrayed in a highly stylized manner against solid backgrounds, often gold or black. Giotto departed significantly from this formula. While his work remained religious, he portrayed his subjects in a more truly human fashion and placed them in realistic settings, often landscapes. He also experimented with light and shade (chiaroscuro) in his paintings, which helped provide an illusion of depth. Giotto is most famous for his frescoes, including a series on the life of St. Francis of Assisi for the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi. He also painted a noted series of frescoes in the Arena Chapel (begun c. 1304) in Padua. As the official architect of Florence during the last years of his life, Giotto designed the campanile (bell tower) of the city’s cathedral.

Masaccio (1401-c. 1428)

For about a century after Giotto, there were few innovations in Italian art. Then, in the early fifteenth century, Masaccio, a Florentine painter, effectively used light and shade to create a greater sense of perspective. He demonstrated his mastery of perspective with especially dramatic effect in the painting of The Holy Trinity (1425), a fresco in the Dominican church of Santa Maria Novella in Florence. Masaccio’s work had a powerful influence on other artists of the Italian Renaissance.

Sandro Botticelli (1444–1510)

Sandro Botticelli, a Florentine painter, is known for his graceful paintings marked by a use of vivid colors. Many of his best-known works were inspired by themes drawn from classical mythology. Among them are The Birth of Venus (c. 1480) and Primavera, an allegory representing the coming of spring. Botticelli also painted religious subject matter, including The Adoration of the Magi.

Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519)

A native of Florence, Leonardo worked for many years in Milan and also spent several years in Rome. In his later life, he went to France to work for King Francis I and died there.

Paintings

Leonardo was the first Italian artist to use oil paints, which had been developed in Flanders (see Chapter 3). Among Leonardo’s best-known paintings are the Mona Lisa (c. 1502), a haunting portrait of an Italian noblewoman, and a fresco of The Last Supper (c. 1495–1498), painted in the refectory of a Dominican friary in Milan. In The Last Supper, Leonardo portrayed the dramatic moment when Jesus told his apostles that one of them would betray him. Leonardo experimented with light and shadow in another famous painting, The Virgin of the Rocks (c. 1485). Like most Renaissance artists, Leonardo’s work was mainly religious, but he dealt with this religious subject matter in a secular and humanized fashion.

Scientific Interests

Leonardo had very broad interests, including an intense interest in scientific subjects. His notebooks, filling more than 5000 pages, reveal that he was influenced by many sources, including classical authors, but Leonardo added his own bold imagination to what he learned from others. Studying fossils, he reached conclusions that were later confirmed by geologists. He acquired a considerable knowledge of anatomy by performing dissections. He prepared accurate drawings of most of the muscles of the human body, as well as sketches of the nerves and blood vessels. In addition, he provided the first accurate description of the human skeleton. Leonardo sketched all sorts of possibilities, including pumps and lathes, a diving helmet, a submarine, a parachute, an airplane, and a machine gun. For the most part, Leonardo’s ideas remained on paper. Little was known about them during his lifetime. Following his death, most of his notebooks were dispersed, and few of his sketches were published prior to the nineteenth century.

Raphael (1483–1520)

During his short but highly productive life, Raphael Santi worked mainly in Florence and Rome. He is particularly well-known for his Madonnas, humanized portrayals of the Virgin Mary with the baby Jesus. One of the most famous is the brooding Sistine Madonna. Raphael also painted a series of frescoes on the walls of a number of rooms in the Vatican Palace, which became known as the Raphael Rooms (completed in 1511). Among these famous frescoes are The School of Athens and The Triumph of Religion, which reflect the artist’s strong interest both in classical antiquity and the Christian religion. Raphael also painted a number of noteworthy portraits.

Michelangelo (1475–1564)

Michelangelo Buonarotti worked mainly in Florence and Rome. While he was a painter of great accomplishment, he believed himself to be primarily a sculptor.

As a young man, Michelangelo painted a series of frescoes on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican (1508–1512). Over a period of four years, he painted nine scenes from the Old Testament dealing with the period from the Creation to the Flood. Later, he returned to the Sistine Chapel to paint his powerful Last Judgment (1534–1541) on the wall behind the altar.

As a sculptor, Michelangelo is famed for a number of works, including a nude statue of the Biblical king David (1501–1504) and a powerful portrayal of Moses (c. 1513–1515). This statue was intended to be a part of the tomb of Pope Julius II, which was never completed. Michelangelo also sculpted several pietàs (statues of Mary holding the body of the dead Jesus). The most famous Pietà, done when the sculptor was still in his twenties, is located in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Sculpture

In addition to Michelangelo, the Italian Renaissance produced several noted sculptors.

Ghiberti

Lorenzo Ghiberti (1378–1455) is known for the bronze doors of the baptistery in Florence, depicting Old Testament scenes. This work made a powerful impression on Michelangelo, who described the doors as worthy of being the gates of paradise.

Donatello

Donatello (c. 1386–1466), a Florentine, studied classical sculpture. One of his best-known works is a bronze statue of David (c. 1430–1432), the first free-standing nude in European art since Roman times. Donatello also did a large bronze equestrian statue of the Venetian condottiere Gattamelata (1445–1450), which stands in a square in Padua. This was the first equestrian statue by a Western European artist since Roman times.

Architecture

Italian Renaissance architects revived the style of the ancient Romans, using columns, rounded arches, and domes.

Brunelleschi

Filippo Brunelleschi (1377–1446), the first major architect of the Italian Renaissance, designed several churches in Florence, including Santo Spirito and San Lorenzo, as well as the city’s Pitti Palace. He is most famous, however, for the octagonal dome of the cathedral of Florence (begun in 1420).

Bramante

Donato Bramante (1444–1514) worked for Pope Julius II, who gave him the task of rebuilding St. Peter’s basilica. After Bramante’s death, both Raphael and Michelangelo served for a time as architects of St. Peter’s. While Michelangelo designed the dome of the new basilica, he did not live to see it completed.

The Later Renaissance: Venice

The Renaissance reached its height in Venice somewhat later than elsewhere in Italy. Since the city’s damp climate quickly damaged frescoes, Venetian artists painted most frequently on canvas. They also usually worked with Oil paints and are known for the richness of their colors.

The Bellini Brothers

The Bellini brothers, Gentile (1429–1507) and Giovanni (c. 1430–1516), were members of an illustrious family of painters. Giovanni Bellini’s best-known paintings include The Agony in the Garden and St. Francis in Ecstasy (c. 1485), as well as a number of portraits.

Giorgione

Giorgione (c. 1478–1510) was a pupil of Giovanni Bellini. One of his most famous paintings is the Tempesta (c. 1505), a mysterious portrayal of a seminude woman in a stormy landscape.

Tintoretto

Tintoretto (1518–1594) was the nickname of Jacopo Robusti. The nickname means “little dyer,” which was his father’s trade. Among his major works are The Miracle of St. Mark (1548), devoted to the patron saint of Venice, and Christ Before Pilate (1566–1567).

Titian

Tiziano Vecellio, known as Titian (1477–1576), is the most famous of the Venetian painters of the Renaissance. He was extremely prolific, producing an average of one painting a month during his long career. Even among Venetian artists, Titian stands out for the richness of his colors, especially purple and above all, red. He did many religious paintings, including the great altarpiece of The Assumption of the Virgin (completed in 1518) in the Church of Santa Maria dei Frari in Venice, and works featuring the elaborate ceremonies of the church. In addition, he painted portraits of many of the great figures of the age, among them King Francis I of France, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, and King Philip II of Spain.

Palladio

Like other Renaissance architects, the Venetian architect Andrea Palladio (1508–1580) was influenced by the Roman style. He designed several churches and palaces in Venice, as well as a number of villas in the nearby countryside. The influence of Palladio can be seen in eighteenth-century Georgian architecture both in England and America.

The Italian Renaissance had a powerful impact on the civilization of Western Europe. The renewed emphasis on classical languages and literature influenced the development of European education over the next several centuries, while the revival of classical ideals in painting, sculpture, and architecture had an enduring influence on Western art.

In time, the achievements of the Italian Renaissance gradually spread beyond Italy, helping to produce a Renaissance in several other countries.
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CHAPTER 3

The Northern Renaissance

Time Line
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The influence of the Italian Renaissance gradually spread northward across the Alps to the rest of Western Europe. The Northern Renaissance, as the Renaissance beyond Italy is known, differed from the Italian Renaissance in some respects. In particular, while the growing secular spirit had a powerful impact on the Northern Renaissance, there was a greater effort than had been the case in Italy to reconcile secular and Christian values and attitudes. The Northern Renaissance was thus infused with a more powerful Christian spirit than the Renaissance in Italy, where there had often been an almost open revolt against Christian ideals.



The Renaissance in Germany and the Low Countries

The Development of Printing

One of the most important events in the Renaissance outside of Italy was the development of printing with movable type.

The Printing Press

Johannes Gutenberg (c. 1400–1468) of Mainz in the German Rhineland is generally credited with having set up the first practical printing press using movable metal type. About 1456, Gutenberg produced his superbly printed edition of the Bible.

Spread of Printing

The printing press won rapid acceptance. By 1480, there were over 380 printing presses operating in Western Europe. By 1500 there were more than 1000, and more than 25,000 separate editions had been printed. Books printed before 1501 are known as incunabula (literally, cradle works: that is, books printed when printing was still in its infancy).

The printing press had an immense impact on European civilization, enabling the rapid spread of new knowledge and ideas among the educated classes.

Humanism

During the Northern Renaissance, just as in Italy, humanist scholars studied and found inspiration in classical literature. Johann Reuchlin (1455–1522) visited Italy, where he developed a great enthusiasm for humanist studies. Returning to his native Germany, Reuchlin urged that the university curriculum be expanded to include the study of both Greek and Hebrew languages and literature.

Humanism in the Northern Renaissance is frequently referred to as Christian humanism because of the humanists’ efforts to unite classical learning with the Christian faith. The Christian humanists rejected what they regarded as medieval Christianity’s excessive emphasis on other-worldliness. They sought to achieve a balance of otherworldly and secular concerns and regarded the classics as legitimate guides in that quest. The Christian humanists also desired to bring their knowledge of the classical languages to bear in their effort to attain a deeper knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith.

The Brethren of the Common Life

The work of the Brethren of the Common Life contributed significantly to the development of Christian humanism. Founded by Gerard Groote (1340–1384) in Holland, the Brethren devoted themselves both to education based on classical learning and to inculcating among themselves and their pupils a deep spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ and a love of their fellow human beings.

Thomas à Kempis

Thomas à Kempis (1380–1471), a follower of the of the devotio moderna, as the religious and moral teachings of the Brethren were known, wrote The Imitation of Christ (c. 1427), one of the greatest of all works of Christian devotional literature.

Erasmus

Desiderius Erasmus (1466–1536) was probably the most outstanding of the Christian humanists and in fact, won the title of “Prince of the Humanists.” Born in Rotterdam, Holland, he was educated in a school conducted by the Brethren of the Common Life, who introduced him to the Greek and Latin classics. Although he was ordained to the priesthood, Erasmus devoted his life primarily to classical studies.

In his first book, Adages (1500), which he wrote in Latin, Erasmus presented a collection of wise sayings from the classical authors, along with his own comments. He subsequently published several expanded editions of the Adages.

In the satirical Praise of Folly (1512), his most famous work, Erasmus ridiculed many attitudes of his own time, among them ignorance, superstition, and greed. His satire was especially sharp when it was directed against churchmen who manifested these qualities.

Erasmus also used his knowledge of the classical languages in an effort to achieve a deeper understanding of the Bible. In 1516, he published an annotated edition of the New Testament in Greek, which revealed several significant errors in the Latin Vulgate, the biblical text authorized by the Roman Catholic Church.

What is termed “Erasmian humanism” is based on Erasmus’s belief that the Christian religion offered humanity sound guidelines for its moral conduct and that religion and learning were inextricably bound together. While Erasmus was a critic of abuses in the Roman Catholic Church, he was not a Protestant. Instead, he had a great faith in the ability of human beings to reform their institutions from within. He strongly opposed Martin Luther’s Reformation and regarded Luther and other early Protestant reformers as even more doctrinaire and intolerant than the Roman Catholic leadership.

Painting

The greatest painters of the Northern Renaissance were Flemings (from Flanders, in what is today Belgium) and Germans.

The van Eycks

Jan van Eyck (c. 1390–1441) and his brother, Hubert (c. 1370–1426), worked mainly in the city of Ghent in Flanders. The van Eycks were the first major painters to develop and use oil paints successfully, and Italian artists, such as Leonardo da Vinci, learned about oils from them. The van Eycks’ greatest work was The Adoration of the Lamb, an altarpiece in St. Bavon’s cathedral in Ghent, which Jan van Eyck completed in 1432. Jan van Eyck also painted a number of portraits, including the well-known wedding picture of Giovanni Arnolfini and His Bride (1434). The van Eycks’ work is marked by their attention to minute detail and their mastery of perspective.

Bosch

Hieronymus Bosch (c. 1450–1516), another Flemish painter, was one of the most unusual painters in the history of Western art. Bosch created a fantasy world inhabited by often nightmarish men and monsters. One of his most famous works is the highly symbolic Garden of Earthly Delight (c. 1500).

Brueghel

Pieter Brueghel (c. 1525–1569) was a Flemish painter who worked mainly in Antwerp and Brussels. While Brueghel painted both religious subjects and landscapes, he is best known for his earthy and lively paintings of the activities of ordinary people, especially peasants. Among his well-known works is the Peasant Wedding (c. 1565).

Dürer

Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528), a native of Nuremberg and one of the major German Renaissance artists, is most highly regarded for his woodcuts and engravings, which portray both religious and classical subjects. These works demonstrate his great technical mastery and power of expression. Dürer’s paintings include a number of portraits, among them a noted Self-portrait.

Grünewald

Matthias Grünewald (c. 1475–1530) worked in the German Rhineland under the patronage of the powerful archbishop of Mainz. He painted primarily religious works, especially somber and awe-filled crucifixion scenes. The Isenheim altarpiece (c. 1509–1511) is probably his best-known work.

Holbein the Younger

Hans Holbein the Younger (c. 1497–1543) was the son of an important painter in the Gothic tradition of medieval German art. The younger Holbein may have studied in Italy; his work reveals considerable Italian influence. Particularly renowned as a portrait painter, he did several portraits of Erasmus and spent a number of years in England, where he painted portraits of King Henry VIII (1540) and his wives, King Edward VI, Mary Tudor, and Thomas More.

The Renaissance in France

Humanism

A number of French scholars studied in Italy, where they became enthusiastic humanists. During the late fifteenth century, Greek began to be studied in France. In 1529, King Francis I (r. 1515–1547) established the College de France in Paris, which encouraged the study of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.



Vernacular Literature

The sixteenth-century writers Francois Rabelais (c. 1490–1553) and Michel de Montaigne (1533–1592) were among the first major authors to write in French.

Rabelais

Rabelais studied medicine and the classics and was ordained to the priesthood. Above all, however, he was an individualist and a rebel. He wrote Gargantua and Pantagruel, two satirical fantasies that were first published in 1532. Rabelais recounted the adventures of two giants who lived unrestrained lives, indulging in virtually every conceivable pleasure. Within the context of stories that have been described as coarse and lewd, Rabelais considered serious questions of philosophy, education, and politics, expressing his faith in individuals and their ability to lead good lives.

Montaigne

Montaigne was born into a wealthy family. His father was Catholic, while his mother was of Spanish Jewish descent. He studied law and served for a time as mayor of Bordeaux. Montaigne won fame as an essayist, publishing the first edition of his Essays in 1580. The mixed religious background of his parents may have contributed to his skepticism about religious beliefs. In religion and morality, Montaigne was a relativist. Since one could not know with absolute certainty, it was necessary to be tolerant.

Architecture

During the French Renaissance, there were a number of significant achievements in architecture. A number of chateaux were built, especially in the valley of the Loire River south of Paris. Unlike medieval castles, these chateaux were not fortified since the countryside had become more peaceful. The name of King Francis I is connected with a number of these chateaux, including those of Chambord and Blois. Francis I also built a chateau at Fontainebleau, closer to Paris, which served as his hunting lodge.



The Renaissance in England

Vernacular Literature

Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1340–1400) was the first important figure in the development of literature during the English Renaissance. He was familiar with the works of the major Latin poets, although he was not a classical scholar, and he made at least two trips to Italy. He was clearly influenced by Italian Renaissance literature, and he may have met Boccaccio, the author of the Decameron.

Chaucer’s most famous work is wholly English in subject as well as language. The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories presented in poetic form, supposedly told by a diverse group of pilgrims journeying to the shrine of St. Thomas à Becket in Canterbury. The stories reveal Chaucer’s profound insight into human nature and are strongly secular in spirit. Chaucer took particular delight in revealing the foibles and corruption of members of the clergy.

Humanism

During the fifteenth century, humanism began to take hold in England, and by the early sixteenth century, the study of Greek had been added to the curriculum at Oxford and Cambridge universities.

Colet

From 1497 to 1504, John Colet (c. 1467–1519) delivered a series of lectures at Oxford on the letters of St. Paul. While Colet knew little or no Greek, he brought a humanistic point of view to bear in these lectures. In 1505, Colet became dean of St. Paul’s cathedral in London. He organized a new school at St. Paul’s in 1509, which emphasized the study of Greek and Latin languages and literature. By the late sixteenth century, Greek was taught in many other English schools that prepared students for the universities.

More

Thomas More (1478–1535) was England’s greatest humanist. After studying the classics at Oxford, he studied law at the Inns of Court in London. Entering the service of the monarchy, More became lord chancellor in 1529, during the reign of King Henry VIII (r. 1509–1547).

More’s most famous work is Utopia (1516), which he wrote in Latin. Utopia (meaning “nowhere” in Greek) described an imaginary island where an ideal cooperative society flourished. In this society based on reason and tolerance, the citizens practiced a Christianity that was free of ignorance and superstition. There was no private property and no desire for profit, and there was no war, except in self-defense. More contrasted this society with the evils existing in his own society.

Elizabethan Literature

In the mid-sixteenth century, a great period began in the history of English literature. This Elizabethan period took its name from Queen Elizabeth I (r. 1558–1603). This was a time of great optimism and energy in English history, symbolized by the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 (see Chapter 5).

Spenser

Edmund Spenser (c. 1552–1599) was regarded by his contemporaries as the leading poet of the age. The first six books of his unfinished masterpiece, the Faerie Queen, were published in 1596. This was a romantic epic, based on an Italian model.

Marlowe

Christopher Marlowe (1564–1593), a skilled playwright and poet, produced a number of outstanding works during his brief career. His major dramas include Tamburlaine the Great, Doctor Faustus, and The Jew of Malta.

Shakespeare

William Shakespeare (1564–1616) wrote lyric poetry but is best known for his dramas, both tragedies and comedies, which were produced on the London stage. Shakespeare’s plays, which dealt with the entire range of the human experience, include The Taming of the Shrew, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Merchant of Venice, Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth, and Antony and Cleopatra. Of his thirty-eight dramas, thirty-six were printed in the First Folio (1623), the first collected edition of his plays.

Jonson

Ben Jonson (1572–1637), a poet and dramatist, was the last major literary figure of the Elizabethan period. Jonson was a student of classical literature, and his plays remind the reader of Greek drama. Volpone, his best known play, was first produced in 1606.

The Spanish Renaissance

Humanism

The role of the Roman Catholic Church remained substantial in Spain. Thus, it is not surprising that the central figure in Spanish humanism was a churchman, Cardinal Francisco Ximénes (or Jiménez) de Cisneros (1436–1517), who became archbishop of Toledo in 1495. While he insisted on religious orthodoxy, Ximénes urged an improvement in the educational level of the Spanish clergy. Toward that end, he established the University of Alcala. He also sponsored the publication of the six-volume Complutensian Polyglot Bible, which presented the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin texts in parallel columns. As a Christian humanist, Ximénes believed that religious faith would be strengthened by a greater understanding of the sources of Christian revelation.

Literature

Cervantes

Miguel de Cervantes (1547–1616) was a contemporary of William Shakespeare; both men died in 1616 within a few days of one another. Don Quixote (Part 1,1605; Part II, 1615), his major work, is regarded by some literary critics as the greatest novel ever written. In this gentle satire of medieval chivalry, Cervantes told the story of a Spanish nobleman who traveled about the countryside in search of romantic adventures and his groom, Sancho Panza, whose common sense and prudence contrasted with the unrealism of his master. The novel presented characters of all types and classes, providing a good picture of Spanish life in the late sixteenth century, as well as a broader perspective on human nature.

Lope de Vega

Felix Lope de Vega (1562–1635) wrote in virtually every literary form, although he is best known as a dramatist. An extremely prolific playwright, he wrote more than 1,500 dramas, of which some 500 survive.

Painting and Architecture

A Greek, Domenicos Theotocopoulis, better known as El Greco (c. 1541–1614), was the greatest painter of the Spanish Renaissance. He studied in Italy with the Venetian painter Titian and worked in Rome before settling in Toledo in 1576. El Greco’s paintings reflected his intense religious mysticism and were characterized by elongated and distorted figures and dramatic lighting effects.

The Escorial, built by King Philip II (r. 1556–1598) as a palace and mausoleum, stands as one of the greatest architectural monuments of the Spanish Renaissance.

The Northern Renaissance produced major achievements in humanistic scholarship, literature, and art. In some cases, scholars, writers, and artists were heavily influenced by the Italian Renaissance. In many other instances, however, they produced truly original works, many of which stand among the greatest of human achievements.

While the Renaissance brought an undeniable intensification of the secular spirit in Western European civilization, religious concerns continued to exert a powerful influence, as the Protestant and Catholic reformations demonstrated.
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CHAPTER 4

The Protestant Reformation

Time Line
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While the Renaissance promoted the growth of a secular spirit in the civilization of Western Europe, religious concerns remained important to Europeans. Abuses in the Roman Catholic Church led to growing demands for reform and resulted ultimately in the emergence of the Protestant Reformation.

The Reformation destroyed the religious unity of Western Europe, thereby ending what had been one of the central features of Western European civilization during the Middle Ages. The Reformation produced four major movements: Lutheranism, Calvinism, Anglicanism, and Anabaptism. These four movements led, in turn, to the development of virtually all of the Protestant denominations that exist today.

Lutheranism

Martin Luther: Early Life

Lutheranism was the first of the Reformation movements. Martin Luther (1483–1546), its founder, was born in Saxony in central Germany. Although he originally planned to become a lawyer, he experienced a religious conversion and became an Augustinian monk in 1505. In 1508, he became a teacher of theology at the university at Wittenberg in Saxony.

Luther’s Theology: Justification by Faith

Although he had become a monk, Luther remained troubled about the possibility of achieving salvation. In search of answers to his questions, he began to read the writings of the early Christian theologians, including St. Augustine, and the Bible. He found the answer he sought in St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (1:17), where Paul had written: “The just shall live by faith.”

Luther concluded that the only path to salvation was through faith in the ultimate goodness and mercy of Jesus Christ. There was nothing the believer could do to earn salvation. Performing good works, participating in ecclesiastical rituals, and receiving the sacraments would not avail. A good Christian, of course, might do these things—indeed, should do them—but only Jesus Christ could grant the gift of salvation. Luther began to develop a system of theology based on what came to be called the doctrine of “salvation by faith alone” or “justification by faith.”

The Beginning of Luther’s Reformation

In 1517, Johann Tetzel (c. 1465–1519), a Dominican friar, began to sell indulgences in the area around Wittenberg. The doctrine of indulgences had been developed by medieval theologians, who taught that Jesus Christ and the saints, by their good works on earth, had accumulated a treasury of merit. By gaining indulgences, faithful Christians could draw from this treasury of merit to reduce the amount of time they or their deceased loved ones would remain in purgatory before entering heaven and the sight of God. An indulgence, according to the doctrine, did not bring forgiveness of sin (that came in the sacrament of penance) but rather a remission of temporal punishment due to sin.

By the Late Middle Ages, indulgences were often sold to raise money. The income from the indulgences sold by Tetzel was used to help pay the costs of the construction of the new St. Peter’s basilica in Rome.

The Ninety-five Theses

Luther began to question the doctrine of indulgences, which appeared to be inconsistent with his doctrine of justification by faith. On October 31,1517, he posted the Ninety-five Theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg. The Theses were intended to be a challenge to other scholars to debate the issue of indulgences.

Luther’s rejection of indulgences quickly became more than an issue of theological debate. As Luther and his antagonists debated, the two sides sharpened their positions and became increasingly hostile to one another.

In 1519, Luther debated Johannes Eck (1486–1543), a noted theologian, in Leipzig. In this debate, Luther acknowledged that his views were essentially similar to those of John Hus, who had been condemned as a heretic a century earlier (see Chapter 1), and rejected the authority of the church’s hierarchy.

When Pope Leo X (r. 1513–1521) issued a bull (1520) excommunicating Luther, the reformer responded by burning it.

The Diet of Worms

In 1521, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (r. 1519–1556) ordered Luther to appear before the Diet of the Holy Roman Empire at its meeting in Worms. When the Diet called on him to recant, Luther refused, declaring: “Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise.”

When the emperor declared Luther an outlaw, Elector Frederick the Wise (1463–1525) of Saxony provided the reformer with refuge at the Wartburg Castle.

Acceptance of Luther’s Reforms

In 1522, Luther returned to Wittenberg where, with the support of Frederick the Wise, he began to reform the local church in accordance with his ideas. Lutheranism won considerable public support and spread rapidly, especially in the northern and eastern German states.

The Doctrines of Lutheranism

In addition to the doctrine of justification by faith, Luther taught that the only valid source of Christian doctrine was the Bible. He thereby rejected the Roman Catholic view that Christian doctrine was revealed both in the Bible and in the traditions of the church, as defined by the councils of the church and the pope.

In Luther’s view, only two sacraments—baptism and holy communion—had been established by Jesus Christ, as recorded in the New Testament. He thus rejected the Catholic teaching that there were seven sacraments (see Chapter 5).

Luther stressed the idea that the Christian church was not so much a formal organization as the whole body of the Christian faithful. He reemphasized the ancient Christian concept of the priesthood of all believers, recalling the words of the First Letter of St. Peter: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God, who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.”

In order to make the Bible more accessible to Christians, Luther prepared German translations of the New Testament (1522) and the Old Testament (1534). This translation of the Bible is regarded as one of the first great works of German literature.

Luther also abolished the monasteries and ended the requirement for celibacy of the clergy. The Lutheran service of worship was less elaborate than Catholic worship, although it was more formal than the worship service of the Calvinists.

Luther and the Peasants’ Revolt

Peasants in the German states, as elsewhere in Europe, lived in poverty and were burdened by heavy taxes and obligations to the landowners. In 1524, a revolt against the landowners began among the peasants in southwestern Germany and spread further during 1525. The peasants sought to abolish serfdom and the manorial system.

While the peasants hoped for Luther’s support, the religious reformer was a conservative on social and economic issues. He opposed the peasants and supported the princes in their suppression of the revolt.

The Spread of Lutheranism

Emperor Charles V remained concerned about Luther’s movement, which threatened the unity of the Holy Roman Empire. However, the emperor faced other enemies, including the Turks and the French, and could not devote his full attention to events in Germany.

The Diet of Augsburg

In 1530, Luther appeared before Charles V at the Diet of Augsburg, where he presented a statement of his faith, which came to be known as the Confession of Augsburg. The Diet found it unacceptable. The Confession of Augsburg was written by Philipp Melanchthon (1497–1560), a prominent German humanist and theologian, who was a colleague of Luther’s at the university in Wittenberg.

The Peace of Augsburg

Following the Diet of Augsburg, a number of German Lutheran princes and cities established the Schmalkaldic League (1531), a religious and military alliance directed against the Catholic Hapsburgs. As Germany became more sharply divided between Lutherans and Catholics, tension mounted. From 1546 to 1555, Germany was torn by a religious civil war.

In 1555, the contending forces reached a compromise agreement, the Peace of Augsburg. This gave to each German prince the right to determine the religion of his state, either Roman Catholicism or Lutheranism, on the basis of the principle set forth in the Latin formula cuius regio, eius religio (whose region, his religion). The Peace of Augsburg did not provide for the recognition of other religious groups, such as the Calvinists or Anabaptists.

Lutheranism became the predominant religion in much of Germany, especially the north and the east. Most of southern Germany, including Austria, and the Rhineland in the west remained Roman Catholic, as did the province of Silesia in the East.
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Lutheranism Outside Germany

Lutheranism soon spread to Scandinavia, becoming the predominant religion in Denmark and Norway, which was then under Danish control, as well as in Sweden and in the Baltic area of Finland, Estonia, and Latvia, which Sweden ruled.

Calvinism

The Beginning of the Swiss Reformation: Zwingli

The story of the Swiss Reformation begins with Ulrich Zwingli (1484–1531). A humanist and a Catholic priest, Zwingli originally hoped that the Catholic Church would reform itself. In 1519, however, he led the church in Zurich in its break from Roman Catholicism.

Like Luther, Zwingli believed in the supremacy of the Bible. In contrast to the German reformer, however, Zwingli believed that baptism and holy communion were ceremonies symbolizing the believer’s affiliation with the Christian church, rather than true sacraments. Zwingli rejected the celibacy of the clergy and emphasized simplicity in worship. In 1531, Zwingli was killed by Catholic forces during a civil war.

John Calvin: Early Life

Zwingli’s death temporarily deprived the Swiss Protestants of a leader, but within a few years after Zwingli’s death, they had embraced Calvinism.

Born in France, John Calvin (1509–1564) studied law and theology. Apparently influenced by the ideas of Luther, he became a Protestant and began to develop his own views on the Christian religion.

France remained a strongly Catholic country, and Calvin was forced into exile. He found his first refuge in the Swiss city of Basel, and then, in 1536, he settled in Geneva, where he quickly became the leader of that city’s Reformation.

The Doctrines of Calvinism

John Calvin set forth his theology in The Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536), the most important single work to emerge from the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. Calvin agreed with Luther that the Bible was the only source of Christian doctrine and that there were only two sacraments, baptism and holy communion.

Unlike Luther, Calvin emphasized the doctrine of salvation by election, often called predestination. This belief was based on the contrast between the overwhelming power and majesty of God and the insignificance and depravity of human beings. According to this doctrine, at the beginning of creation, the all-powerful and all-knowing God had planned the whole universe to the end of time. For reasons of His own, which are beyond human comprehension, God determined those individuals who would be saved and those who would be condemned. Those destined for salvation were known as the elect. God had given to the elect a faith in Jesus Christ and a desire to live in accordance with Christian moral values, as well as a desire to labor to bring about the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

Calvinism in Practice

Like Luther, Calvin ended both monasticism and the celibacy of the clergy. In worship, Calvin emphasized simplicity. Calvinist worship consisted of prayers, the singing of psalms, scripture readings, and a sermon. Calvinist churches, generally called Reformed churches on the European continent, were governed by laymen called elders, who were elected by the congregation.

Calvinism also emphasized a puritanical approach to life, which involved a renunciation of worldly pleasure. In addition to requiring church attendance, Calvinist puritanism banned card playing, gambling, dancing, theatergoing, the consumption of alcohol, and swearing.

Theocracy in Geneva

In Geneva, Calvin established a strict theocracy, with religious leaders dominating the city’s government. Violators of the puritanical code of behavior suffered severe penalties, and religious dissenters were persecuted.

The most famous case of persecution involved the Spaniard Michael Servetus (1511–1553), who denied the divinity of Jesus Christ. The Catholic Inquisition had convicted him of heresy and condemned him to death. Servetus fled to Geneva, where he was seized by the Calvinist authorities and burned at the stake. But while some people left Geneva in order to escape Calvinist rule, thousands of others found refuge there.

The Spread of Calvinism

The Calvinist Reformed Church became dominant in much of Switzerland, especially in the urban areas of Geneva, Zurich, Bern, and Basel.

In the mid-sixteenth century, Calvinism began to spread to France. The Huguenots, as the French Calvinists were known, received some support from members of the nobility who opposed the growing power of the French monarchy. France remained overwhelmingly Roman Catholic, however.

John Knox (c. 1514–1572), a disciple of Calvin, brought the new faith to Scotland. The Scottish Calvinists were known as Presbyterians, a term that refers to church government by ruling elders known as presbyters. In 1560, Scotland’s parliament adopted Presbyterianism as the country’s official religion.

In England, Calvinists known as Puritans sought to “purify” the English church of its remaining Catholic elements. The Puritans had a powerful impact on English politics and government during the seventeenth century (see Chapter 7).

Elsewhere, Calvinism won a considerable following in the Dutch Netherlands but made only limited gains in Germany. In Austria and Poland, Calvinism won a number of converts, but these gains were later wiped out by the Catholic Reformation.

Calvinism and Economic Development

The infuence of Calvinism on the economic development of Europe has been the subject of scholarly debate.

Max Weber (1864–1920), a German sociologist, was the first to propose the idea that Calvinism helped promote the development of capitalism in Europe. Calvinism, Weber noted, encouraged such capitalistic values as sobriety, thrift, and hard work and discouraged conspicuous consumption, which was economically unproductive. Those who succeeded in business often regarded that success as a sign that God had numbered them among the elect. While a number of Calvinist peoples, including the Swiss, the Scots, the Dutch, and later the New Englanders, proved to be successful in business, the Weber thesis has been challenged by many scholars.

Anglicanism

King Henry VIII (r. 1509–1547)

The Reformation in England led to the establishment of the state-controlled Church of England, also known as the Anglican Church. The present Episcopal churches in the United States and other countries trace their origins to the Church of England, while the Methodist denomination began as an offshoot of Anglicanism in the eighteenth century.

Conflict with the Papacy

The sequence of events that resulted in the English Reformation began with the desire of King Henry VIII to secure an annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon (1485–1536). Catherine had borne only one surviving child, who became Queen Mary. Henry desired to have a male heir, however, and had also become infatuated with Anne Boleyn (1507–1536).

The king requested Pope Clement VII (r. 1523–1534) to grant him an annulment, contending that his marriage to Catherine was invalid. She was the widow of Henry’s older brother, Arthur. According to canon law, a man was not permitted to marry his brother’s widow. Pope Julius II (r. 1503–1513) had granted a dispensation to permit the marriage, but Henry now argued that the dispensation should not have been granted.

Not only did Pope Clement VII hesitate to reverse the decision of a predecessor, but his freedom of action was restricted by the fact that the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, Catherine of Aragon’s nephew, dominated Italy at the time.

Henry VIII became increasingly impatient. In 1529, he dismissed his lord chancellor, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey (c. 1475–1530), and replaced him with Thomas More (1478–1535; see Chapter 3). The new archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556), granted the annulment in 1533. Henry now married Anne Boleyn, the second of his six wives.

Act of Supremacy

In 1534, Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy, which declared the king, rather than the pope, to be head of the English church. While England thus rejected papal supremacy, the English Church under Henry VIII remained fundamentally Catholic in its doctrine and practice. In 1539, Parliament approved the Six Articles, defining the doctrine of the English Church. On all major points, except papal supremacy, the Six Articles reaffirmed Catholic teaching and rejected Protestant beliefs.

Dissolution of Monasteries

Henry VIII did act against the English monasteries, which were regarded as strongholds of support for the papacy. An act of Parliament, passed in 1536, dissolved the smaller monasteries, while the larger ones were dissolved in 1539. The king, who needed money, sold most of the monastic lands to wealthy Englishmen.

Opposition to the Reformation

Henry VIII encountered some opposition to his break with Rome. Thomas More, the former lord chancellor, and John Fisher (1459–1535), the bishop of Rochester, refused to swear to support the Act of Supremacy and were executed in 1535. In 1536, a revolt, known as the Pilgrimage of Grace, broke out in conservative northern England, but Henry easily suppressed it.

Support of Subjects

Most Englishmen, however, supported their king. Many resented the great wealth of the Catholic Church, as well as the taxes and fees it levied. Furthermore, English hostility to the papacy had grown during the period of the “Babylonian Captivity” in the fourteenth century (see Chapter 1), when the papacy was dominated by France, England’s traditional enemy. In addition, those who had bought monastic property strongly supported the king.

King Edward VI (r. 1547–1553)

King Edward VI, the son of Henry VIII and his third wife, Jane Seymour (1509–1537), succeeded his father at the age of ten. During Edward’s reign, the English Church became more Protestant. The Six Articles were repealed and replaced with the Forty-two Articles of 1551, which reflected the increasing influence of Calvinist ideas. Furthermore, the English clergy were now permitted to marry.

Protestant ideas were also expressed in the worship of the Anglican Church, set forth in the majestic English of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer of 1549 (revised in 1553).

Queen Mary (r. 1553–1558)

Following Edward VI’s death, Queen Mary, the daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon, attempted to restore Roman Catholicism in England. This angered many of her subjects, as did her 1554 marriage to her cousin, an ardent Roman Catholic who became King Philip II (r. 1556–1598) of Spain.

Mary persecuted England’s Protestants. During her reign, some three hundred people were burned at the stake, earning Mary the nickname of Bloody Mary. Among her victims was Thomas Cranmer, the former archbishop of Canterbury, who had been replaced by Cardinal Reginald Pole (1500–1558).

Queen Elizabeth I (r. 1558–1603)

Elizabeth I, the daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, was the last of the Tudors to rule England. Concerned about the impact of religious discord on national unity, she sought a religious settlement that would satisfy the great majority of her subjects. In 1559, Parliament passed a new Act of Supremacy, which repealed the pro-Catholic laws of Mary’s reign and once again established the monarch as head of the Anglican Church. The Act of Uniformity of 1559 adopted a modified version of the 1553 Book of Common Prayer and decreed its use in the country’s churches.

In 1563, Parliament defined the teachings of the Anglican Church in the Thirty-nine Articles. While the church was generally Protestant, it continued to be governed by bishops. Above all, however, the Elizabethan religious settlement emphasized both compromise and ambiguity in wording in an attempt to unite as many as possible of the queen’s subjects in the national church. By the time of Elizabeth’s death in 1603, England was ranked among the Protestant powers of Europe.

Opposition to the Elizabethan Religious Settlement

Although the Elizabethan compromise won broad acceptance, many ardent Protestants opposed the settlement because it did not go far enough in making the Anglican Church truly Protestant. Some of these Protestants, known as the Puritans, wanted to purify the church of all remaining Catholic elements. In particular, many Puritans wanted to replace the bishops with the Presbyterian system of church government practiced in Scotland. Other Protestants, known as Separatists, wanted to leave the Anglican Church completely. The pilgrims who settled at Plymouth in 1620 were Separatists.

The Duke of Norfolk

Roman Catholics also rejected the Elizabethan compromise, and some of them plotted against the queen. In 1569, the Duke of Norfolk led an unsuccessful revolt against Elizabeth, which resulted in his execution. This and other Catholic plots led the government to take vigorous action against the Catholics. Some 200 to 300 people lost their lives as a result of religious persecution during Elizabeth’s reign.

Mary Queen of Scots

Elizabeth I also faced a challenge from the Catholic Mary Stuart, better known as Mary Queen of Scots (1542–1587). In 1567, a revolt in Scotland resulted in her abdication in favor of her Protestant son, who became King James VI (r. 1567–1625). Mary fled to England in 1568. As a great-granddaughter of King Henry VII of England, she had a claim to succeed Elizabeth on the English throne. For almost twenty years, Mary was involved in a series of Catholic plots against Elizabeth. In 1586, she supported Anthony Babington’s (1561–1586) plot to assassinate the queen and was beheaded the following year.

Philip II

King Philip II of Spain also opposed Elizabeth. The English defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 (see Chapter 5) both eliminated this threat and gave a great boost to English patriotism.

Anabaptism

Anabaptist Beliefs

The Anabaptists were the radicals of the Protestant Reformation. Anabaptism became especially influential in western Germany, but Anabaptist groups also appeared in other countries, including the Netherlands, Austria, Hungary, Poland, Russia, and England.

While considerable variety existed among the Anabaptists, they were agreed in their rejection of infant baptism, insisting that the only real Christians were those who had undergone a conversion experience and had then been baptized. Many Anabaptists opposed the taking of oaths and the bearing of arms. In addition, they opposed the close relationship between religious and political authorities that generally existed in the sixteenth century. Instead, they believed that the church should be entirely separate from the state. In Germany, the Anabaptists were active in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1524–1525.

Anabaptist Leaders

Münzer

Thomas Münzer (1489–1525), a German Anabaptist, preached not only a thorough religious reform but also the overthrow of the existing political and social order. He was captured and executed in 1525.

John of Leyden

From February 1534 until June 1535, John of Leyden (c. 1509–1536), a Dutch tailor, headed a theocratic government in the city of Münster in Westphalia in western Germany. In this “new Zion,” all property was held in common. Claiming to be directly inspired by God, John of Leyden endorsed polygamy and took four wives. After Münster was recaptured by its Catholic bishop, John of Leyden was executed in 1536.

Simons

Thomas Münzer and John of Leyden represent the extreme of the Anabaptist movement. Menno Simons (1492–1559) was more moderate in his views. A Netherlander who had been a Roman Catholic priest, Simons became an Anabaptist in 1536, preaching simplicity in religious practice and in life generally. His teachings resulted in the establishment of the Mennonite movement, of which the Amish are an offshoot.

The Protestant Reformation inaugurated an era of bitter and often violent religious conflict. Catholics fought against Protestants, while the Protestant groups contended against one another. While the Reformation involved primarily religious issues, it paradoxically helped to promote the growth of secularism in Western European civilization since, in Protestant lands especially, the church came increasingly under the control of the state.
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ops/t0532-01a.jpg
1963

1980

1981

1985

1989

Rumania begins to pursue a more independent
course

Leonid 1. Brezhnev succeeds Khrushchev as
‘general secretary of the Soviet Communist Party;
Alexci N. Kosygin becomes premicr

The Soviets invade Czechoslovakia, ending
Alexander Dubcek’s reform efforts

Solidarity, an independent trade union, is
established in Poland

General Wojciech Jaruzelski becomes head of the
Polish Communist Party

Mikhail Gorbachev becomes general secretary of
the Soviet Communist Party

‘The Polish government grants legal recognition
10 Solidarity
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1840
1848

1859
1867-1894

1889

1891

Louis Blanc publishes The Organization of Work

John Stuart Mill publishes the first edition of
Principles of Political Economy

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels publish The
Communist Manifesto

John Stuart Mill publishes On Liberty

‘The three volumes of Das Kapital (“Capital”) by
Karl Marx are published

Eduard Bernstein publishes Evolutionary
Socialism

Pope Leo XIII issues the encyclical Rerum
Ko kcwsini
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c. 1630
1632

1637

1687

1735
1749-1804
1789

1795

‘The slide rule is invented

Galileo publishes his Dialogue on Two Chief
Systems of the World

René Descartes publishes his Discourse on
Method

Sir Isaac Newton publishes the Principia
Mathematica

Carolus Linnaeus publishes the Systema Naturae
Buffon’s 44-volume natural history is published

Lavoisier publishes his Elementary Treatise on
Chemistry

James Hutton publishes The Theory of the Earth
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1784

1785
1793
1807

1830

1834

1836
1840

Arthur Young establishes the Annals of
Agriculture

Edmund Cartwright patents a power loom
Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin

Robert Fulton’s steamboat, the Clermont, goes
into service on the Hudson River

George Stephenson’s locomotive, the Rocket,
operates successfully on the Liverpool to
‘Manchester railroad

Cyrus McCormick patents the reaper
Samuel F. B. Morse invents the telegraph

Samuel Cunard begins regular transatlantic
steamship passenger service
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1916

1917

1918

1919

The German offensive at Verdun and the Allied
offensive on the Somme fail to produce
breakihroughs

‘The British and German fleets fight the Battle of
Jutland

David Lloyd George takes office as Great
Britain's prime minister

The United States enters the war on the Allied
side

Georges Clemenceau becomes premier of France

President Woodrow Wilson announces the
Fourteen Points

Soviet Russia signs the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
Germany agrees 10 an armistice

The Paris Peace Conference begins its
deliberations

The Germans sign the Treaty of Versailles
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1919

1921

1922

1923

1924

Benito Mussolini establishes the Fascist
movement

Thirty-five Fascists win election to the Chamber
of Deputies

The March on Rome results in Mussolini's
appointment as ltaly’s premier

‘The Italian parliament passes the Acerbo Law
The lalians bombard and occupy Corfu

Fascists murder Giacomo Matieotti, a Socialist
deputy
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1830

18301848

1830-1837
1832

1837-1901
1839

1846
1848

‘The French July Revolution overthrows King
Charles X

‘The July Monarchy of King Louis Philippe i
France

Reign of King William IV of Great Britain

‘The British Parliament passes the Reform Bill of
1832

Reign of Queen Victoria of Great Britain

The People’s Charter is presented to Parliament
for the first time

‘The British Parliament repeals the Cor Laws

The French February Revolution results in the
overthrow of King Louis Philippe
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1649
1649-1660
1653
1660
16601685
1661-1665
1673
1685-1688
1688

1689
1701
1702-1714
1707
1714-1727
1721-1742
1727-1760
1760-1820

(Civil War begins
The Scots take Charles I prisoner

“Pride’s Purge” results in the creation of the
'Rump Parliament

Charles 1is executed
The Commonwealth and Protectorate
Oliver Cromvwell becomes lord protector
The restoration of the monarchy

Reign of King Charles I

Parliament passes the Clarendon Code
Parliament passes the Test Act

Reign of King James IT

The Glorious Revolution brings William and
Mary to the throne

Parliament passes the Bill of Rights
Parliament passes the Act of Settlement

Reign of Queen Anne

‘The Act of Union unites England and Scotland
Reign of King George I

Robert Walpole serves as prime minister
Reign of King George Il

Reign of King George Il
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1931
1933

1935

1936

1937
1938

1939

Japan invades Manchuria

Adolf Hitler withdraws Germany from the
League of Nations and the Disarmament
Conference

Hitler denounces the disarmament clauses of the
Treaty of Versailles

Italy invades Ethiopia

Germany remilitarizes the Rhineland

“The Spanish Civil War begins

Germany and Italy form the Rome-Berlin Axis
Japan attacks China

‘Germany annexes Austria

‘The Munich Conference awards the Sudetenland
to Germany

Hitler destroys Czechoslovakia
Great Britain and France pledge to aid Poland
Germany and Ttaly sign the Pact of Steel

Germany and the Soviet Union sign a
Nonaggression Pact

Germany invades Poland
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1931-1935

1932-1934

1934

1935
1935-1937

1936

Ramsay MacDonald heads the National
Govemment in Great Britain

France is governed by a coalition of Radicals and
Socialists

The Stavisky scandal rocks French politics

A National Union ministry, headed by Gaston
Doumergue, takes office in France

Pierre Laval becomes France's premier

Stanley Baldwin serves as Britain’s prime
minister

King Edward VIII abdicates; George VI succeeds
him

Léon Blum’s Popular Front government takes
power in France
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18611888 Reignof King William I of Prussia, who becomes
German emperor in 1871

1861 ‘The Kingdom of ltaly is proclaimed

1862 Bismarck becomes minister-president of Prussia

1864 Prussia and Austria defeat Denmark

1866 Prussia defeats Austria in the Seven Weeks’ War
Italy annexes Venetia

1867 Prussia creates the North German Confederation

1870 France declares war on Prussia

Italy annexes Rome

1871 Prussia and its German allies defeat France
‘The German Empire is proclaimed
Germany annexes Alsace and Lorraine
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17921835
1797-1840
1801-1825
1817

1819
1825
1825-1855

Reign of Emperor Francis I of Austria
Reign of King Frederick William IIl of Prussia
Reign of Tsar Alexander I of Russia

The German Burschenschaften hold the
‘Wartburg celebration

‘The German princes issue the Carlsbad Decrees
‘The Decembrist Revolt breaks out in Russia
Reign of Tsar Nicholas I of Russia
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1954
1956

1957

1958
1960

1961

France withdraws from Indochina

Tunisia and Morocco gain independence from
France

Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal; Great Britain,
France, and Iscacl attack Egypt

‘The British West African colony of the Gold
Coast gains independence, becoming Ghana

Guinea gains independence from France
Nigeria gains independence from Great Britain

Most of France’s African colonies become
independent

The Congo gains independence from Belgium

Tanganyika gains independence from Great
Britain
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February 1848 A revolution in Paris results in the overthrow of

March 1848

King Louis Philippe and the proclamation of the
Second Republic

A revolution breaks out in Vienna, leading 1o
Metternich’s resignation

The Magyars approve the March Laws as a
constitution for Hungary

King Charles Albert of Sardinia-Piedmont issues
a constitution, the Statuto of 1848

‘The March Days mark the outbreak of revolution
in Prussia.
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1713-1714
1733-1735
1740-1748
1756

1756-1763
1772

‘The end of the War of the Spanish Succession
‘The War of the Polish Succession
‘The War of the Austrian Succession

The Diplomatic Revolution occurs, as Prussia
forms an alliance with Great Britain, while
Austria becomes allied with France

The Seven Years' War
‘The first partition of Poland
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1769
1792-1797
1797

1798-1799
1798-1801
1799
1801

1802

Napoleon Bonaparte is born in Corsica
‘The War of the First Coalition is fought

Napoleon’s army defeats the Austrians i
northern ltaly

Napoleon fights his Egyptian campaign
‘The War of the Second Coalition is fought
Napoleon seizes power and becomes first consul

The Concordat of 1801 establishes a
reconciliation between France and the papacy

Napoleon becomes first consul for life
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ops/t0403-01.jpg
1917

1918

‘The March Revolution leads to the abdication of
‘Tsar Nicholas IT

The Provisional Government is established
Soviets are elected in Petrograd and other
Russian cities

The Bolsheviks take power in the November
Revolution

‘The Soviet government dissolves the constituent
assembly
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¢. 1427
1432

c. 1456
1495

1500
c. 1500

1509

‘Thomas & Kempis writes The Imitation of Christ
Jan van Eyck completes The Adoration of the
Lamb

Johannes Gutenberg prints an edition of the Bible

Cardinal Francisco Ximénes de Cisneros
‘becomes archbishop of Toledo

Albrecht Ditrer paints a Self-portrait

Hieronymus Bosch paints The Garden of Earthly
Delight

John Colet organizes St. Paul’s School in London
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1637

1667

1677

1719
1726
1729

1734
1740

1742

1749
1771

1786

1791

Pierre Comneille publishes his tragic drama Le
Cid

Molidre publishes his satirical drama Le Tartuffe

John Milton publishes his epic poem Paradise
Lost

Jean Racine publishes his tragic drama Phédre

John Dryden’s play All for Love is produced in
London

Daniel Defoe publishes Robinson Crusoe
Jonathan Swift publishes Gulliver’s Travels

Johann Sebastian Bach composes the St. Matthew
Passion

Alexander Pope publishes his Essay on Man

Samuel Richardson writes the novel Pamela, or
Virtue Rewarded

‘George Frederick Handel's Messiah has its first
performance

Henry Fielding publishes Tom Jones

Richard Brinsley Sheridan writes The School for
Scandal

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's opera The
Marriage of Figaro has its first performance

Franz Joseph Haydn’s Surprise Symphony has its
first performance.
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1700-1721

1703
1711-1740
1713-1740
1740

1740-1786
1740-1748
1765
1762-1796
1769-1774
1780

1785

1790-1792

Russia fights the Great Northern War against
Sweden

Peter the Great establishes St. Petersburg
Reign of the Hapsburg Charles VI

Reign of Frederick William I of Prussia
Maria Theresa inherits the Hapsburg
domains

Reign of Frederick the Great of Prussia
‘The War of the Austrian Succession

Joseph I i elected Holy Roman emperor
Reign of Catherine the Great of Russia
Russo-Turkish War

Maria Theresa dies; Joseph I begins his
personal rule (to 1790)

Catherine the Great issues the Charter of the
Nobility

Reign of the Hapsburg Leopold I
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1974

1975
1979

1981

1982

Christian Democrat Ludwig Erhard becomes
‘West Germany's chancellor

The West German Christian Democrats and
Social Democrats form a coalition government

Social Democrat Willy Brandt becomes West
Germany's chancellor

Social Democrat Helmut Schmidt becomes West
Germany's chancellor

Francisco Franco, Spain’s dictator, dies

Socialist Frangois Mitterrand wins the French
presidency

Christian Democrat Helmut Kohl becomes West
Germany’s chancellor
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1913-1927 Marcel Proust publishes Remembrance of Things

Past
1919 ‘The Bauhaus is established in Weimar Germany
1920 H. G. Wells publishes The Ouline of History
1922 John Galsworthy publishes The Forsyte Saga

T. S. Eliot publishes The Waste Land
James Joyce publishes Ulysses
1924 ‘Thomas Mann publishes The Magic Mountain
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1830

1831

1842
1844

1859

1871

1876

Sir Walter Scott publishes /vanhoe

Hector Berlioz's Symphonie Fantastique has its
first performance

Victor Hugo publishes Notre Dame de Paris
‘Alexander Pushkin publishes Boris Godunov
Nikolai Gogol publishes Dead Souls

Alexandre Dumas publishes The Three
Musketeers

Alfred Lord Tennyson publishes Idylls of the
King

Giuseppe Verdi's opera Aida has its first
performance

‘The four operas comprising Richard Wagner's
Ring of the Nibelung have their first performance
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1419

1427-1431

1442

1488

1492

Portugal’s Prince Henry the Navigator
establishes a school of scamanship and
navigation

‘The Portuguese explore the Azores

‘The Portuguese establish a slave-trading station
in West Africa

Bartholemew Diaz rounds the Cape of Good
Hope

Christopher Columbus discovers the New World
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1830 France begins its takeover of Algeria

1842 Great Britain acquires Hong Kong

1854 Commodore Matthew C. Perry “opens” Japan

1857 ‘The Indian Mutiny results in the establishment of
direct British rule over India

18605 France begins its takeover of Indochina

1867 The British North America Act establishes the
Dominion of Canada

1869 ‘The Suez Canal s opened

1881 France acquires Tunisia
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1890 II of Germany dismisses

1894 ‘The Franco-Russian Alliance is signed

1904 ‘The Anglo-French Entente is formed

1905 Germany provokes the First Moroccan Crisis

1907 ‘The Anglo-Russian Entente is formed

1908 Austria’s annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
leads to the Bosnian Crisis

1911 Germany provokes the Second Moroccan Crisis

1912-1913  The Balkan Wars are fought

1914 Archduke Francis Ferdinand is assassinated at
Sarajevo

‘World War I begins
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1939

1940

Germany invades Poland

Great Britain and France declare war on
Germany

‘The Germans conquer Denmark and Norway

‘The Germans overrun the Netherlands, Belgium,
and Luxembourg

Italy enters the war as Germany's ally
France signs an armistice with Germany

The German Lufiwaffe begins the Battle of
Briain
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1715-1774
1743
1774-1792
1788
1789

Reign of King Louis XV
Cardinal Fleury dies

Reign of King Louis XVI

King Louis XVI summons the Estates General

The Third Estate proclaims itself to be the
National Assembly

A Paris mob storms the Bastille
‘The Great Fear sweeps the French countryside

‘The National Assembly approves the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and the Citizen
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1920-1924

1921
1922

1922-1923

France is govemned by the right-wing National
Bloc

‘The Irish Free State is established
David Lloyd George steps down as Great
Britain’s prime minister

Great Britain is governed by the Conservative

prime ministers Andrew Bonar Law and Stanley
Baldwin
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1949

1950
1953
1954

1955

1961
1962
1963

1972

1979
1985

1987

‘The German Federal Republic and the German
Democratic Republic are established

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
is created

‘The Communists win the Chinese civil war
North Korea invades South Korea
An armistice ends the Korean War

The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
(SEATO) is established.

West Germany becomes a member of NATO
‘The Soviets establish the Warsaw Pact

‘The Baghdad Pact s established

The Austrian State Treaty is signed

‘The Geneva summit conference meets

‘The Berlin Wall is built

‘The Cuban missile crisis endangers world peace

‘The United States and the Soviet Union sign the
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

‘The United States and the Soviet Union sign the
SALTI Treaty and the ABM Treaty

‘The Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

Mikhail Gorbachev becomes general secretary of
the Soviet Communist party

The United States and the Soviet Union sign the
Intermediate Range Nuclear Force (INF) treaty





ops/t0282-01.jpg
April 1848

May 1848

June 1848

December 1848

March 1849

April 1849

August 1849

November 1850

‘The Austrian government promises the Czechs a
constituent assembly for the Kingdom of
Bohemia

The German National Assembly begins its
deliberations in Frankfurt

Radical workers in Paris rise up in revolt
Austrian forces crush the Czech revolution

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte wins election to the
presidency of the Second French Republic

Ferdinand I abdicates as Austria’s emperor and is
succeeded by Francis Joseph

The German National Assembly completes its
draft of a constitution for a united Germany

‘The Hungarians proclaim the establishment of a
republic

King Frederick William IV of Prussia declines to
accept the crown as Germany's emperor

Austro-Russian forces crush the Hungarian
revolt

In the Humiliation of Olmitz, Prussia accepts
Austria’s demand for the reestablishment of the
‘German Confederation
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1775
1776

1781

1783

1793
1795

‘The American Revolution begins

The Continental Congress approves the
Declaration of Independence

The Americans defeat Lord Cornwallis at
Yorktown

‘The Treaty of Paris confirms the independence of
the thirteen colonies

‘The second partition of Poland
‘The third partition of Poland
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c. 1304

1348-1353
1378

1425
1434
1450
1469

Giotto begins work on his frescoes in the Arena
Chapel in Padua

Giovanni Boccaccio writes the Decameron

Gian Galeazzo Visconti becomes the ruler of
Milan

Masaccio paints The Holy Trinity

Cosimo de’ Medici becomes the ruler of Florence
Francesco Sforza becomes the ruler of Milan

Lorenzo de’ M
Florence

becomes the ruler of
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1962

1965

1967

1970

1971

‘The Union of South Africa withdraws from the
British Commonwealth

Algeria gains independence from France

Uganda and Kenya gain independence from
Great Britain

Rhodesia issues its unilateral declaration of
independence

Isracl defeats Egypt, Syria, and Jordan in the
Six-Day War

A military revolt in Libya leads to Muammar
¢l-Qaddafi’s coming to power

Anwar el-Sadat succeeds Nasser as Egypt's
leader

‘Bangladesh gains independence from Pakistan
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1589

1589-1610
1598
1610-1643
1621

1642

1643-1715

‘The Wars of Religion end; Henry of Navarre
becomes King Heary IV

Reign of King Henry IV
Henry IV issues the Edict of Nantes
Reign of King Louis XITI

Cardinal Richelieu becomes Louis XIII's chief
minister

Richelieu dies; Cardinal Mazarin becomes chief
minister.

Reign of King Louis XIV
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1918-1920

1921

1924

1928
1934

The Sovict government signs the Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk

‘The Reds defeat the Whites in the Russian Civil
War

Lenin introduces the New Economic Policy
(NEP)

Lenin dies

Joseph Stalin introduces the doctrine of socialism
in one country

‘The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)
is established

Stalin initiates the first Five Year Plan

The murder of Sergei M. Kirov marks the
‘beginning of the Great Purge
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1945

1946

1947

1949

Laborite Clement Attlee becomes British prime
minister

‘The French Fourth Republic is established

Italy becomes a republic

Christian Democrat Alcide de Gasperi becomes
Italy's premier

Christian Democrat Konrad Adenauer becomes
‘West Germany's chancellor
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1776 ‘Adam Smith publishes The Wealth of Nations

1795 Condorcet’s Progress of the Human Mind is
published
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ops/t0480-01.jpg
1941

1942

‘The Iialians invade Egypt and Greece

The Germans send Rommels Afrika Korps to
North Africa

‘The Germans overrun Yugoslavia and Greece
Germany invades the Soviet Union
‘The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

‘The Red Army defeats the Germans in the Battle
of Moscow

‘The Japanese take the Philippines and advance
into Southeast Asia

American marines land on Guadalcanal,
beginning the istand-hopping campaign in the
Pacific

American and British forces land in French North
Africa
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1856

1859

1866

1876
1879

1892
1899

Great Britain inaugurates the penny post

Henry Bessemer develops the Bessemer
converter

The first commercially successful oil well is
drilled in Pennsylvania

The Siemens brothers develop the open-hearth
process of steelmaking

Cyrus Field lays the first successful transatlantic
cable

Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone

‘Thomas A. Edison invents the incandescent light
bulb

Rudolf Diesel patents the diesel engine

Guglielmo Marconi transmits a wireless message
across the English Channel
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1517 Martin Luther posts the Ninety-five Theses

1519 Ulrich Zwingli begins his reform of the church in
Zurich

1520 Pope Leo X excommunicates Luther

1522 Luther begins his reform of the church in Saxony

1524-1525 ‘The Peasants’ Revolt takes place in Germany

1534-1535 John of Leyden heads an Anabaptist theocracy in
Miinster

1534 The English Parliament passes the Act of
Supremacy
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1415
1417

1453
1455-1485
1461
1469
1485

1492

1519
1556

John Hus is burned at the stake

The election of Pope Martin V ends the Great
Schism

‘The Hundred Years’ War ends
England is torn by the Wars of the Roses

Louis XI becomes king of France.

Ferdinand of Aragon marries Isabella of Castile

Henry Tudor becomes King Henry VII of
England

The Spanish government orders the country’s
Jews either to convert to Christianity or leave

‘The Spanish reconquer Granada from the Moors
Charles V becomes Holy Roman emperor
Charles V begins the process of abdication
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1814-1830
1814-1824
1819
1820-1830
1824-1830
1829

‘The Bourbon Restoration in France

Reign of King Louis XVIII of France

The Peterloo Massacre takes place in Manchester
Reign of King George IV of Great Britain

Reign of King Charles X of France

King Charles X appoints the Prince of Polignac
a8 premier
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1830-1842

1838
1848

1853-1855

1857

Auguste Comte publishes The Course of Positive
Philosophy

Charles Dickens publishes Oliver Twist
William Makepeace Thackeray publishes Vanity
Fair

Count Arthur de Gobineau publishes the Essay on
the Inequality of the Human Races

‘Gustave Flaubert publishes Madame Bovary
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1914

1915

‘World War I breaks out in Europe

‘The Germans fail 10 take Paris; trench warfare
begins in France

‘The Germans defeat a Russian offensive in East
Prussia

‘The Ottoman Empire enters the war on the side
of the Central Powers

taly enters the war on the Allied side

The British launch the Gallipoli campaign

Germany's campaign of unrestricted submarine
‘warfare results in the sinking of the Lusitania
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1540

1545
1564

1567

1571

Pope Paul III formally authorizes the Society of
Jesus

‘The Council of Trent opens its first session

Pope Pius IV puts the decrees of the Council of
Trent into effect

King Philip IT of Spain seads the Duke of Alva to
suppress the revolt in the Netherlands

‘Spain defeats the Turks in the Battle of Lepanto
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1818

1820-1821

1822
1823
18291830

1830

Russia, Prussia, and Austria sign the Holy
Alliance

Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia sign
the Quadruple Alliance

The great powers meet in the Congress of
Aix-la-Chapelle

The great powers meet in the Congresses of
Troppau and Laibach

‘The Greeks begin a revolt against Turkish rule
‘The great powers meet in the Congress of Verona
‘The United States issues the Monroe Doctrine.

Greece gains independence from the Ottoman
Empire

Belgium secures independence from the
Netherlands
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1945
1946

1947

1948

‘The United Nations is established

Winston Churchill delivers his Iron Curtain
speech

Peace treaties are signed with Bulgaria, Finland,
Hungary, ltaly, and Rumania

President Truman calls for American aid to
Greece and Turkey

‘The United States proposes the Marshall Plan

A Communist dictatorship is imposed on
Czechoslovakia

‘The Soviets begin the Berlin Blockade
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1903

The Wright brothers make the first successful
airplane flights
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1947

1948

1953

‘The Soviet Union establishes the Communist
Information Bureau (Cominform)

A Communi
Czechoslovakia

Yugoslavia’s Marshal Tito defects from the
Soviet bloc

dictatorship is imposed on

Joseph Stalin dies; Georgi Malenkov becomes
Soviet premier

‘The Soviets suppress the East German revolt
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1855-1881 Reign of Tsar Alexander II of Russia

1861 Tsar Alexander II issues the edict of
emancipation

1864 ‘Tsar Alexander II establishes the zemstvos

1867 The Compromise of 1867 creates the Dual
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary

1871 The German Empire is established

Bismarck begins the Kulturkampf
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1937 Neville Chamberlain becomes Britain’s prime
‘minister

1938 The Popular Front collapses in France
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1871
18741880

1875

1884
1886
1889

1894

1900
1903-1914
1905

1911
1912

‘The Paris Commune is suppressed

Benjamin Disraeli serves as British prime
minister

The French adopt constitutional laws for the
Third Republic

British farm workers win the right (0 vote:

‘The British Parliament rejects Irish home rule

General Georges Boulanger challenges the
French Third Republic

A French army court-martial convicts Captain
Alfred Dreyfus of treason

‘The British Labor party is established
Giovanni Giolitti dominates Italian politics

A Liberal government takes office in Great
Britain

‘The British Parliament Act of 1911 is adopted
Ttaly adopts universal manhood suffrage
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1973 Israel defeats Egypt and Syria in the Yom Kippur
‘War

‘The United States withdraws its troops from
South Vietnam

1978 Isract and Egypt si

the Camp David accords
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1690

1748

1751-1772

1759
1762

1764

John Locke publishes the Essay Concerning
Human Understanding and the Second Treatise
of Government

Montesquieu publishes The Spirit of the Laws

‘Twenty-eight volumes of the Encyclopedia are
published

Voltaire publishes Candide

Rousseau publishes Emile and The Social
Contract

Cesare Beccaria publishes the Essay on Crimes
‘and Punishments
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1302

1305-1378

1347
1356

1378-1417

Pope Boniface VIII issues the bull Unam
Sanctam

The popes reside in Avignon during the
Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy
‘The Black Death sweeps through Italy

The Golden Bull establishes a system for the
election of the Holy Roman emperor

During the Great Schism, there are two, and even
three, rival claimants to the papacy
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15712

1588
1589

1618

1625

1630

1632

1635

1648

1659

The St. Bartholemew’s Day Massacre takes the
lives of several thousand Huguenots

England defeats the Spanish Armada

Henry of Navarre becomes King Henry IV of
France

‘The Spanish agree t0 a twelve-year truce in their
struggle against the Dutch

A Calvinist revolt in Bohemia begins the Thirty
Years' War

Denmark intervenes in support of the Protestant
cause in Germany

Sweden intervenes in support of the Protestant
cause in Germany

King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden dies at the
Bautle of Lizen

‘The Treaty of Prague ends the Swedish period of
the Thirty Years' War

France intervenes directly in the Thirty Years’
War

The Peace of Westphalia ends the Thirty Years®
War

The Treaty of the Pyrenees ends France’s war
with Spain
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1804

1805-1807
1806

1812

1813

1814

1815

1821

Napoleon’s code of civil law takes effect
Napoleon becomes emperor of the French
‘The War of the Third Coalition is fought

Napoleon creates the Confederation of the Rhine
and abolishes the Holy Roman Empire

Napoleon establishes the Continental System

Napoleon fights his unsuccessful Russian
campaign

Russia, Prussia, and Austria defeat Napoleon in
the Battle of the Nations

Napoleon abdicates and goes into exile on the
island of Elba

Napoleon returns to power, beginning the
Hundred Days

Napoleon s defeated at Waterloo
Napoleon dies on Saint Helena
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1814

1814-1815
1815

The first Treaty of Paris establishes a lenient
peace for France

‘The Congress of Vienna meets

‘The Hundred Days end with Napoleon's defeat at
Waterloo

The Treaty of Vienna establishes a European
teritorial settlement

‘The second Treaty of Paris imposes harsher terms
on Prance
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1859

1860-1896
1861
1864
1865-1869
1866

1872

1874

1879
1895
1898
1900
1904
1905

Charles Darwin publishes On the Origin of
Species

Herbert Spencer publishes Synthetic Philosophy
Ivan Turgenev publishes Fathers and Sons
Pope Pius IX issues the Syllabus of Errors

Leo Tolstoy publishes War and Peace

Feodor Dostoyevsky publishes Crime and
Punishment

Friedrich Nietzsche publishes The Birth of
Tragedy

The Impressionists hold their first group
exhibition in Paris

Henrik Tbsen publishes A Doll's House

‘Wilhelm von Roentgen discovers X rays

Marie Curie discovers radium

Max Planck sets forth the quantum theory
Anton Chekhov publishes The Cherry Orchard
Albert Einstein proposes the theory of relativity
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¢. 1509-1511

1512
1516
1532

1540

c. 1565
1580

1605

1623

Matthias Grinewald paints the Isenheim
altarpiece

Erasmus publishes Praise of Folly

‘Thomas More publishes Utopia

Frangois Rabelais publishes Gargantua and
Pantagruel

Hans Holbein the Younger paints his portrait of
King Henry VIl

Pieter Brueghel paints the Peasant Wedding

Michel de Montaigne publishes the first edition
of his Essays

Miguel de Cervantes publishes Part I of Don
Quixote

The First Folio, containing thirty-six of
Shakespeare's thirty-eight plays, is published
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Claudio Monteverdi’s opera, Orfeo, is produced
in Mantua
Peter Paul Rubens begins painting in Antwerp

Diego Veldzquez becomes court painter to King
Philip IV of Spain

Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini becomes the architect
of Rome's St. Peter's basilica
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1925

1926
1929

1930

1932

1933

1934

1935

‘Germany, France, Great Britain, and Italy sign
the Locarno Pact

Field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg wins the
German presidential election

Germany enters the League of Nations

The Young Plan eases Germany's reparations
burden

The Reichsiag election results in the Nazis
becoming Germany's second-largest party

Hindenburg defeats Hitler in the presidential
election

“The July Reichstag election results in the Nazis
becoming Germany's largest party

Hitler becomes chancellor

‘The Nazi Party becomes Germany's only legal
political party

A purge eliminates Hitler's opponents within the
Nazi Party

President Hindenburg dies; Hitler assumes the
powers of the presidency

‘The Nuremberg Laws deprive Germany's Jews of
their rights as citis
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1776
1789

1798

1817

1825

1826

‘Adam Smith publishes Wealth of Nations

Jeremy Bentham publishes Principles of Morals
and Legislation

Thomas Robert Malthus publishes An Essay on
the Principle of Population

David Ricardo publishes The Principles of
Political Economy and Taxation

The Count of Saint-Simon publishes The New
Christianity

Robert Owen establishes the socialist community
of New Harmony, Indiana
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172

1733
1764
1769

1779

‘The Newcomen steam engine is used to pump
water from a coal mine

John Kay invents the flying shuttle
James Hargreaves invents the spinning jenny
Richard Arkwright patents the water frame

James Watt patents amore efficient version of the
Newcomen steam engine

Samuel Crompton perfects the spinning mule
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1603
1603-1625
1611
1625-1649
1628
1629-1640
1640

Death of Queen Elizabeth
Reign of King James I

‘The King James Version of the Bible is published
Reign of King Charles I

Parliament passes the Petition of Right

Charles I rules England without Parliament
Charles I calls the Short Parliament into session
The Long Parliament convenes
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1922

1924

1925

1928
1929

The Washington Conference produces an
agreement on naval disarmament

‘The adoption of the Dawes Plan ends the Ruhr
crisis.

Germany, France, Great Britain, and ltaly sign
the Locarno Pact

Over sixty nations sign the Kellogg-Briand Pact

The Young Plan eases Germany's reparations
burden
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1648

1648-1653

1659

1661

1662

1667-1668
1672-1678
1685

1688-1697

1701-1714

1713-1714

1715

‘The Peace of Westphalia ends the Thirty Years™
War

‘The Fronde threatens the power of the French
monarchy

The Treaty of the Pyrences ends France's war
with Spain

Louis XIV’s personal rule begins following
Mazarin's death

Jean-Baptiste Colbert becomes Louis XIV's
chief minister

Louis XIV fights the War of Devolution
Louis XIV fights the Dutch War
Louis XIV revokes the Edict of Nantes

Louis XIV fights the War of the League of
Augsburg

Louis XIV fights the War of the Spanish
Succession

The Peace of Utrecht and the Treaty of Rastatt
and Baden end the War of the Spanish Succession

Louis XIV dies
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1543

1614
1620
1628

Nicolaus Copernicus publishes On the
Revolution of the Heavenly Spheres

Vesalius publishes The Structure of the Human
Body

Johannes Kepler publishes his first two laws of
planetary motion

John Napier publishes a table of logarithms
Bacon publishes the Novim Organum

William Harvey publishes On the Movement of
the Heart and Blood in Animals
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1849-1878

1852

1859

1860

Reign of King Victor Emmanuel II of Piedmont,
who becomes king of Italy in 1861

Camillo Cavour becomes premier of
Sardinia-Piedmont

Piedmont and France defeat Austria; Piedmont
‘annexes Lombardy

Piedmont annexes Tuscany, Modena, Parma, and
the Romagna

Garibaldi and his Red Shirts land in Sicily
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1830
1831
1835-1848
1840-1861
1853-1856

Arevolt breaks out in Russian Poland
Giuseppe Mazzini establishes Young ltaly
Reign of Emperor Ferdinand 1 of Austria
Reign of King Frederick William IV of Prussia
The Crimean War is fought





ops/t0433-01.jpg
1918

1919

1923

1924

Emperor William IT abdicates; a German republic
is established
The National Assembly adopts the Weimar
Constitution

French and Belgian troops occupy the Rubr
valley

Germany experiences a catastrophic inflation

The Beer Hall Putsch, led by Hitler and
Ludendorft, fails

‘The adoption of the Dawes Plan ends the Ruhr
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The last of the wartime Big Three conferences
meets in Potsdam

Japan surrenders
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1536

1539
1549

1551

1555

1559

1560

1563

John Calvin publishes The Institutes of the
Christian Religion

‘The English Parliament adopts the Six Articles

‘The first Book of Common Prayer is published in
England

The Forty-two Articles reflect the growth of
Calvinist influence in England

Germany's Protestants and Catholics agrec on the
Peace of Augsburg

The English Parliament passes a new Act of
Supremacy and the Act of Uniformity

Presbyterianism becomes the official religion of
Scotland

The Thirty-nine Articles are adopted in England
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1945
1947

1948
1949

1951
1952

‘The Arab League is established

India and Pakistan gain independence from Great
Britain
Israel declares its independence

Indonesia gains independence from the
Netherlands
Libya gains independence

A revolution in Egypt overthrows King Farouk
and leads to the dictatorship of Gamel Abdul
Namies
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1955

1956

1957
1958

1960

Marshal Nikolai Bulganin replaces Malenkov as
premier

Nikita Khrushchev denounces Stalin in a speech
10 the 20th Congress of the Soviet Communist
Party

‘Wiadyslaw Gomulka becomes head of the Polish
Communist Party

‘The Soviets suppress the Hungarian revolution
‘The Soviets launch Sputnik I

Nikita Khrushchev becomes Soviet premicr,
succeeding Bulganin

Boris Pasternak wins the Nobel Prize for
literature

Albania breaks with the Soviet Union





ops/f0397-01.jpg
NORWAY
B8R s ccupaon Tame oo
S ottt tome

[ LERrr——
T ot

N e I

SOVIET

NETHERLANGE
i, UNION

TURKEY.






ops/t0218-01.jpg
1781

1790

1798

1812-1815

1819-1824
1820

Immanuel Kant publishes the Critique of Pure
Reason

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe publishes the first
part of Faust

William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge publish Lyrical Ballads

‘The Grimm brothers publish their collection of
German folk tales

Lord Byron publishes Don Juan

Percy Bysshe Shelley publishes Prometheus
Unbound
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1925 ‘George Bernard Shaw wins the Nobel Prize for

literature

1926 André Gide publishes The Counterfeiters

1928 D. H. Lawrence publishes Lady Chatterley's
Lover

1929 Erich Maria Remarque publishes All Quiet on the
Western Front

1942 Albert Camus publishes The Stranger

1943 Jean Paul Sartre publishes Being and
Nothingness

1948 ‘The World Council of Churches is established

1949 George Orwell publishes 1984

1950 Simone de Beauvoir publishes The Second Sex

1958 John XXIII becomes pope.

1959 Giinter Grass publishes The Tin Drum

1962-1965 ‘The Second Vatican Council meets
1978 John Paul I becomes pope
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1943

1945

Roosevelt and Churchill meet at Casablanca
‘The Battle of Stalingrad ends in a German defeat

German and Italian forces in Tunisia surrender to
the Allies

American and British troops invade Sicily and
Tialy

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Teheran

The Western Allies launch the invasion of
Normandy

General Douglas MacArthur's troops land in the
Philippines

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Yalta
Germany surrenders
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1493

1497-1498

1498

1499-1500

1500
1511

1513

Pope Alexander VI establishes the Papal Line of
Demarcation

John Cabot explores the northeast coast of North
America

Vasco da Gama reaches Calicut on India’s
Malabar coast

Amerigo Vespucci makes two voyages of
exploration along the Atlantic coast of South
America

Pedro Cabral claims Brazil for Portugal

The Portuguese take Malacca on the Malay
peninsula

Ponce de Leon discovers Florida

Vasco de Balboa crosses Panama to the Pacific
Ocean
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1875

1881
1881-1894
1888
1888-1918
1890
1894-1917
1898

1901

1903

19041905
1905-1906
1905
1906

The German Social Democratic Party
established

‘Tsar Alexander II is assassinated

Reign of Tsar Alexander III of Russia
Emperor William I of Germany dies
Reign of Emperor William II of Germany

Emperor William II dismisses Bismarck
Reign of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia

The Russian Social Democratic Party is
established

The Russian Socialist Revolutionary Party is
established

The Russian Social Democrats split into two
factions, the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks

‘The Russo-Japanese War

Raussia is swept by revolution
“Tsar Nicholas IT issues the October Manifesto
“Tear Nicholas I issucs the Fundamental Laws
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1882

1885
1894-1895
1896
1898

1899-1900
1902

1904-1905
1910

Great Britain establishes a protectorate over
Egypt

‘The Congo Free State is established

Japan defeats China in the Sino-Japanese War
‘The Ethiopians defeat the Italians at Adowa
‘The British gain control of the Sudan

The United States acquires the Philippines,
Puerto Rico, and Hawaii

‘The Boxer Rebellion takes place in China

‘The Boer War ends with the British takeover of
the Orange Free State and the Transvaal

Japan defeats Russia in the Russo-Japanese War
Japan annexes Korea
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1872

1878

1879
1881
1882

1887

Germany, Austria, and Russia form the Three
Emperors’ League

The Congress of Berlin resolves the crisis
resulting from the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78

Germany and Austria form the Dual Alliance
The Three Emperors’ League is revived

Germany, Austria, and lialy sign the Triple
Alliance

‘Germany and Russia sign the Reinsurance Treaty
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1851

1852

1867

1868-1874

1870

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte becomes French
president for life

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte establishes the
Second Empire

‘The British Parliament passes the Reform Bill of
1867

British Prime Minister William E. Gladstone
‘heads his “Great Ministry”

‘The French Third Republic is established
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1790

1791

1792

1792-1797
1793

1794

1795

1799

‘The National Assembly enacts the Civil
Constitution of the Clergy

The Constitution of 1791 establishes a
constitutional monarchy

‘The Legislative Assembly convenes

The Legislative Assembly deposes King Louis
XVI and calls for the election of the National
Convention

The National Convention abolishes the
‘monarchy

‘The War of the First Coalition is fought
King Louis XV is executed
‘The Reign of Terror begins

‘The Thermidorean Reaction ends the Reign of
“Terror

‘The National Convention drafts the Constitution
0f 1795

‘The Directory begins to rule France
Napoleon Bonaparte seizes power.
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1924

1924-1926

1924-1929

1926-1929

1926

1929-1931

1931

Ramsay MacDonald heads Great Britain’s first
Labor government

France is governed by a coalition of Radicals and
Socialists

Stanley Baldwin heads a Conservative
government in Great Britain

Raymond Poincaré heads a National Union
ministry in France

A coal miners' strike leads to a general strike in
Great Britain

Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald heads a
minority Labor goverment in Great Britain

The British Parliament passes the Statute of
Westminster
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1613-1654
1640-1688
1657-1705
1682-1725
1683

1688-1713
1699

Reign of Michael Romanov of Russia

Reign of Frederick William, the Great Elector
Reign of the Hapsburg, Leopold 1

Reign of Peter the Great of Russia

‘The Turks besiege Vienna

Reign of Frederick I of Prussia

‘The Hapsburgs conclude peace with the Ottoman
Empire, gaining control over Hungary
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1519-1521

1519-1522

1524

1532

1534
1542
1557

Hernan Cortés conquers the Aztec empire in
Mexico

An expedition originally led by Ferdinand
Magellan circumnavigates the globe

Giovanni da Verrazano explores the coast of
North America

Francisco Pizarro conquers the Inca empire in
Peru

Jacques Cartier makes his first voyage to Canada
‘The first Portuguese ship reaches Japan

The Portuguese establish a trading station at
‘Macao on the southem coast of China
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1926

1929

1931

1938

The Ttalian government organizes thirtcen
syndicates
Ttaly establishes a protectorate over Albania

‘The Lateran Accord ends the conflict between the
Italian state and the papacy

Pope Pius XI criticizes Mussolini’s regime in the
encyclical letier Non abbiamo bisogno

The Chamber of Fasces and Corporations
replaces the Chamber of Deputies
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1480
. 1480
. 1485
1494
. 1495-1498
1501-1504
. 1502
. 1505
1508-1512

1510-1511
1513
1518

1548
1558-1562

Ludovico il Moro becomes the ruler of Milan
Sandro Botticelli paints The Birth of Venus
Giovanni Bellini paints St. Francis in Ecstasy
Savonarola takes power in Florence
Leonardo da Vinci paints The Last Supper
Michelangelo completes his statue of David
Leonardo da Vinci paints the Mona Lisa
Giorgione paints the Tempesta

Michelangelo paints the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel

Raphacl paints The School of Athens
Niccold Machiavelli writes The Prince

Baldassare Castiglione writes The Book of the
Courtier

‘Titian paints the altarpiece of The Assumption of
the Virgin

Tintoretto paints The Miracle of St. Mark
Benvenuto Cellini writes his Autobiography
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1951

1952

1955

1957

1958

Conservative Winston Churchill becomes British
‘prime minister

The European Coal and Steel Community is
established

Britain’s King George VI dies and is succeeded
by Queen Elizabeth II

Conservative Anthony Eden becomes British
‘prime minister
Conservative Harold Macmillan becomes British
prime minister

The Treaty of Rome creates the European
Economic Community

Charles de Gaulle becomes the first president of
the Fifth French Republic





