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WELCOME TO THE TEACHER’S CALENDAR

Welcome to The Teacher’s Calendar

This edition of The Teacher’s Calendar contains more than 4,500 events that you can use in planning the school calendar, creating bulletin boards and developing lesson plans. Some of the entries were taken from the 2006 edition of Chase’s Calendar of Events, the standard reference book that for 48 years has provided librarians and the media with events arranged day-by-day. Hundreds of entries were written especially for The Teacher’s Calendar. For example, among the “Birthdays Today” entries are birthdays for authors of children’s books. We’ve also added the dates of national professional meetings for teachers, children’s book conferences and other events of interest to professional educators.

Types of Events

Presidential Proclamations: We have included in the dayby-day chronology proclamations that have continuing authority with a formula for calculating the dates of observance and those that have been issued consistently since 1995. The president issues proclamations only a few days before the actual event so it is possible that some dates may vary slightly for 2006–2007. The most recent proclamations can be found on the Federal Register Online: www.access.gpo.gov. [image: Image] in the text indicates presidential proclamations.

National Holidays and State Days: Public holidays of other nations are gleaned from United Nations documents and from information from tourism agencies. Technically, the United States has no national holidays. Those holidays proclaimed by the president apply only to federal employees and to the District of Columbia. Governors of the states proclaim holidays for their states. In practice, federal holidays are usually proclaimed as state holidays as well. Some governors also proclaim holidays unique to their state but not all state holidays are commemorated with the closing of schools and offices.

Religious Observances: Principal observances of the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths are presented with background information from their respective calendars. For dates of Jewish observances, we refer to Arthur Spier’s Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar. We use anticipated dates for Muslim holidays. There is no single Hindu or Buddhist calendar; therefore, we are able to provide only a limited number of religious holidays for these faiths.

Historic Events and Birth Anniversaries: Dates for these entries have been gathered from a wide range of reference sources. Most birth anniversaries here are for people who are deceased. Birthdays of living people are usually listed under “Birthdays Today.”

Astronomical Phenomena: Information about eclipses, equinoxes and solstices, and moon phases is calculated from the annual publication, Astronomical Phenomena, from the US Naval Observatory. Dates for these events in Astronomical Phenomena are given in Universal Time (i.e., Greenwich Mean Time). We convert these dates and times into Eastern Standard or Eastern Daylight Time.

Sponsored Events: We obtain information on these events directly from their sponsors and provide contact information for the sponsoring organization.

Other Special Days, Weeks and Months: Information on these events is also obtained from their sponsors.

Process for Declaring Special Observances

How do special days, weeks and months get created? The president of the United States has the authority to declare a commemorative event by proclamation, but this is done infrequently. In 2000, for example, the president issued about 100 proclamations. Many of these, such as Mother’s Day and Bill of Rights Week, were proclamations for which there was legislation giving continuing authority for a proclamation to be issued each year.

Until 1995, Congress was active in seeing that special observances were commemorated. Members of the Senate and House could introduce legislation for a special observance to commemorate people, events and other activities they thought worthy of national recognition. Because these bills took up a lot of time on the part of members of Congress, when Congress met in January 1995 to reform its rules and procedures, it was decided to discontinue this practice. Today, the Senate passes resolutions commemorating special days, weeks and months but these resolutions do not have the force of law.

It is not necessary to have the president or a senator declare a special day, week or month; many of the events in The Teacher’s Calendar have been declared only by their sponsoring organizations.

Websites

Web addresses have been provided when relevant. These URLs were checked the first week in January 2006. Although we have tried to select sites maintained by the government, universities and other stable organizations, some of these sites inevitably change or disappear.

Curriculum Connections

These sidebars were written by Jennifer Phipps, Denise Frank, Sandy Whiteley, Johnny Loftus, Adrienne van den Beemt, Betty Schaal, Erin Muschla and Judy Muschla, as well as the editors to give teachers ideas for integrating some of the events in The Teacher’s Calendar into the classroom.
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August 2006

AUGUST 1 — TUESDAY

Day 213 — 152 Remaining

AMERICAN HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST. Aug 1–Dec 15. American History Committee activities are promoted throughout the year with the essay contest conducted in grades 5–8 beginning in August. Essays are submitted for judging by Dec 15, with the winners announced in April at the Daughters of the American Revolution Continental Congress. Events vary, but include programs, displays, spot announcements and recognition of essay writers. Essay topic can be obtained from DAR Headquarters. See Curriculum Connection. For info: Daughters of the American Revolution, Office of the Historian-General, Admin Bldg, 1776 D St NW, Washington, DC 20006-5392. Phone: (202) 628-1776. Web: www.dar.org.

BENIN, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 1. Public holiday. Commemorates independence from France in 1960. Benin at that time was known as Dahomey.

BURK, MARTHA (CALAMITY JANE): DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1903. Known as a frontierswoman and companion to Wild Bill Hickock, Calamity Jane Burk was born Martha Jane Cannary at Princeton, MO, in May 1852. As a young girl living in Montana, she became an excellent markswoman. She went to the Black Hills of South Dakota as a scout for a geological expedition in 1875. Several opposing traditions account for her nickname, one springing from her kindness to the less fortunate, while another attributes it to the harsh warnings she would give men who offended her. She died Aug 1, 1903, at Terry, SD, and was buried at Deadwood, SD, next to Wild Bill Hickock.

CHILDREN’S VISION AND LEARNING MONTH. Aug 1–31. A monthlong campaign reminding Americans of the important role that good vision plays in a child’s ability to read and learn. For info: College of Optometrists in Vision Development, 243 N Lindbergh Blvd, Ste 310, St. Louis, MO 63141. Phone: (314) 991-4007. E-mail: covded@sbcglobal.net. Web: www.covd.org.

CLARK, WILLIAM: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1770. Coleader with Meriwether Lewis on the Corps of Discovery expedition that explored the Louisiana Territory from 1804–06. Clark was an able leader and contributed detailed maps and animal illustrations on the journey. A grateful President Thomas Jefferson made Clark brigadier general of militia for the Louisiana Territory (1807–13) and superintendent of Indian Affairs (1807–38). Clark was also governor of the Missouri Territory (1813–20) and surveyor general for Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas (1824–25). Born at Caroline County, VA, Clark died at St. Louis, MO, Sept 1, 1838.

COLORADO: ADMISSION DAY. Aug 1, 1876. Colorado became the 38th state. Observed on the first Monday in August in Colorado (Aug 7 in 2006).

DIARY OF ANNE FRANK: THE LAST ENTRY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1944. To escape deportation to concentration camps, the Jewish family of Otto Frank hid for two years in the warehouse of his food products business at Amsterdam. Gentile friends smuggled in food and other supplies during their confinement. Thirteen-year-old Anne Frank, who kept a journal during the time of their hiding, penned her last entry in the diary Aug 1, 1944: “[I] keep on trying to find a way of becoming what I would like to be, and what I could be, if . . . there weren’t any other people living in the world.” Three days later (Aug 4, 1944) Grüne Polizei raided the “Secret Annex” where the Frank family was hidden. Anne and her sister were sent to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp where Anne died at age 15, two months before the liberation of Holland. Young Anne’s diary, later found in the family’s hiding place, has been translated into 30 languages and has become a symbol of the indomitable strength of the human spirit. See also: “Frank, Anne: Birth Anniversary” (June 12). For more info: www.annefrank.com.

EMANCIPATION OF 500: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1791. Virginia planter Robert Carter III confounded his family and friends by filing a deed of emancipation for his 500 slaves. One of the wealthiest men in the state, Carter owned 60,000 acres over 18 plantations. The deed included the following words: “I have for some time past been convinced that to retain them in Slavery is contrary to the true principles of Religion and Justice and therefore it is my duty to manumit them.” The document established a schedule by which 15 slaves would be freed each Jan 1, over a 21-year period, plus slave children would be freed at age 18 for females and 21 for males. It is believed this was the largest act of emancipation in US history and predated the Emancipation Proclamation by 70 years.

FIRST US CENSUS: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1790. The first census revealed that there were 3,939,326 citizens in the 16 states and the Ohio Territory. The US has taken a census every 10 years since 1790. The most recent one was taken in April 2000. For the population of the US today, calculated to the minute, go to www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html.

GET READY FOR KINDERGARTEN MONTH. Aug 1–31. This is a celebration to support a happy entry into kindergarten for the almost 2 million children in the US. Going to kindergarten is a life-changing event not only for the child, but also for parents, siblings and educators. Tips are provided to help smooth the way for an easy transition. For info: Katie Davis, PO Box 551, Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Phone: (914) 244-8777. E-mail: katiedavis@katie davis.com. Web: www.kindergartenrocks.net.

INTERNATIONAL CLOWN WEEK. Aug 1–7. To call public attention to the charitable activities of clowns and the wholesome entertainment they provide. Annually, Aug 1–7. For info: Clowns of America International, PO Box C, Richeyville, PA 15358-0532. Phone: (888) 52-CLOWN or (724) 938-8765. Web: www.clownsofamerica.org.

KEY, FRANCIS SCOTT: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1779. American attorney, social worker, poet and author of the US national anthem. While on a legal mission during the War of 1812, Key was detained on shipboard off Baltimore, during the British bombardment of Fort McHenry on the night of Sept 13–14, 1814. Thrilled to see the American flag still flying over the fort at daybreak, Key wrote the poem “The Star Spangled Banner.” Printed in the Baltimore American, Sept 21, 1814, it was soon popularly sung to the music of an old English tune, “Anacreon in Heaven.” It did not become the official US national anthem until 117 years later when, on Mar 3, 1931, President Herbert Hoover signed into law an act for that purpose. Key was born at Frederick County, MD, and died at Baltimore, MD, Jan 11, 1843.


AUGUST 1–DECEMBER 15
THE DAR AMERICAN HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST

Middle school language arts and social studies teachers have a unique opportunity each year to create an interdisciplinary unit plan. Merge the study of history with writing in your classroom via the annual Daughters of the American Revolution’s Essay Contest. The contest is designed to guide students on a grand tour of American history and culture through the lives of notable Americans and their legacy of invention, exploration and rebellion. Essay topics in the past have included Benjamin Franklin, the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark expedition. (The 2007 topic had not yet been unveiled when this book went to press.)

Because the essay topics require a thorough research approach, social studies teachers can delve deeply into a particular segment of American history while modeling and teaching valuable research and library skills. Language arts teachers may find this essay contest to be an avenue for teaching writing process, expository essay format, paraphrasing and source citation, among other crucial writing skills.

The American History Essay Contest is open to 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Students enrolled in any public, private or parochial school, as well as any home study program, can enter. Essays may be typed or handwritten. If written by hand, they must be in black ink; if typed, font size must be at least 12 points and no more than 14.

Fifth-grade submissions must be a minimum of 300 words and no more than 600. Writers in grades 6 through 8 must submit essays with a minimum of 600 words and a maximum of 1,000 words.

Each essay must include a title page with the topic, as well as the student’s complete name, address and phone number. The title page should also list the writer’s school and grade, the name of the sponsoring DAR chapter and the word count.

All sources used to write the essay must be attached in a bibliography that follows MLA style. Criteria for judging the essays are historical accuracy, subject clarity, organization, originality, interest, spelling and punctuation, grammar, bibliography and presentation.

Get your students started on their research with the help of your school’s librarian or media specialist, who can suggest worthwhile websites and print resources for students to use. Do your own review of materials, coordinate with your teaching team and bring in video, audio and visual media to supplement your students’ research.

Before setting your contest participants loose on their writing, make sure to review MLA citation style with them. Go to the Modern Language Association website at www.mla.org for a refresher on their guidelines.

To submit essays, your students must be sponsored by a local chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Visit DAR online at www.dar.org to locate your local chapter and learn more about the annual American History Essay, including chapter-, state- and national-level contest awards. Start planning your interdisciplinary unit now, so you’ll be ready when DAR announces the 2007 essay topic.

—Jennifer Phipps
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MELVILLE, HERMAN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1819. American author, best known for his epic novel of the white whale: Moby-Dick. Also an acclaimed poet of the Civil War, Melville wrote in “The March into Virginia”: “All wars are boyish, and are fought by boys.” Born at New York, NY, Melville died there Sept 28, 1891.

MITCHELL, MARIA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1818. An interest in her father’s hobby and an ability for mathematics resulted in Maria Mitchell’s becoming the first female professional astronomer. In 1847, while assisting her father in a survey of the sky for the US Coast Guard, Mitchell discovered a new comet and determined its orbit. She received many honors because of this, including being elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences—its first woman. Mitchell joined the staff at Vassar Female College in 1865—the first US female professor of astronomy— and in 1873 was a cofounder of the Association for the Advancement of Women. Born at Nantucket, MA, Mitchell died June 28, 1889, at Lynn, MA. For more info: Maria’s Comet, by Deborah Hopkinson (Simon & Schuster, 0-689-81501-8, $16 Gr. K–3).

NATIONAL INVENTORS’ MONTH. Aug 1–31. To educate the American public about the value of creativity and inventiveness and the importance of inventions and inventors to the quality of our lives. This will be accomplished through specially designed displays for libraries, an interactive website and the placement of media stories about living inventors in most of the top national, local and trade publications. Sponsored by the United Inventors Association of the USA (UIA-USA), the Academy of Applied Science and Inventors’ Digest. For info: Joanne Hayes-Rines, Inventors’ Digest. Phone: (617) 367-4540. Fax: (617) 723-6988. E-mail: joanne @inventorsdigest.com. Web: www.inventorsdigest.com.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT. Aug 1. Designed to heighten crime prevention awareness and to promote police-community partnerships. Annually, the first Tuesday in August. For info: Matt A. Peskin, Dir, National Association of Town Watch, PO Box 303, Wynnewood, PA 19096. Phone: (610) 649-7055 or (800) 648-3688. Fax: (610) 649-5456. E-mail: info@natw.org. Web: www.nationalnightout.org.

SWITZERLAND: CONFEDERATION DAY. Aug 1. National holiday. Anniversary of the founding of the Swiss Confederation. Commemorates a pact made in 1291. Parades, patriotic gatherings, bonfires and fireworks. Young citizens’ coming-of-age ceremonies. Observed since the 600th anniversary of Swiss Confederation was celebrated in 1891.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: EMANCIPATION DAY. Aug 1. Public holiday.

WORLD WIDE WEB: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 1, 1990. The creation of what would become the World Wide Web was suggested this month by Tim Berners-Lee at CERN, the European Laboratory for Particle Physics at Switzerland. By October, he had designed a prototype Web browser. By early 1993, there were 50 Web servers worldwide.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Gail Gibbons, 62, author and illustrator (Fire! Fire!), born Oak Park, IL, Aug 1, 1944.

Edgerrin James, 28, football player, born Immokalee, FL, Aug 1, 1978.

[image: Image]

AUGUST 2 — WEDNESDAY

Day 214 — 151 Remaining

ALBERT EINSTEIN’S ATOMIC BOMB LETTER: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 2, 1939. Albert Einstein, world-famous scientist, a refugee from Nazi Germany, wrote a letter to US President Franklin D. Roosevelt, first mentioning a possible “new phenomenon . . . chain reactions . . . vast amounts of power” and “the construction of bombs.” “A single bomb of this type,” he wrote, “carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well destroy the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory.” A historic letter that marked the beginning of atomic weaponry. Six years and four days later, Aug 6, 1945, the Japanese city of Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atomic bombing of a populated place.

COSTA RICA: FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS. Aug 2. National holiday. In honor of Costa Rica’s patron saint.

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: OFFICIAL SIGNING: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 2, 1776. Contrary to widespread misconceptions, the 56 signers did not sign as a group and did not do so July 4, 1776. John Hancock and Charles Thomson signed only draft copies that day, the official day the Declaration was adopted by Congress. The signing of the official declaration occurred Aug 2, 1776, when 50 men probably took part. George Washington, Patrick Henry and several others were not in Philadelphia and thus were unable to sign. Later that year, five more signed separately and one added his name in a subsequent year. (From “Signers of the Declaration . . .” US Dept of the Interior, 1975.) See also: “Declaration of Independence: Approval and Signing” (July 4). For more info: Give Me Liberty! The Story of the Declaration of Independence, by Russell Freedman (Holiday House, 0-8234-1448-5, $24.95 Gr. 5 & up).

DISABILITY DAY IN KENTUCKY. Aug 2.

HOLLING, HOLLING C.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 2, 1900. Author and illustrator (Paddle-to-the-Sea; Newbery Honors for Seabird and Minn of the Mississippi), born Holling Allison Clancy at Holling Corners, MI. Died Sept 7, 1973.

L’ENFANT, PIERRE CHARLES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 2, 1754. The architect, engineer and Revolutionary War officer who designed the plan for the city of Washington, DC, Pierre Charles L’Enfant was born at Paris, France. He died at Prince Georges County, MD, June 14, 1825.

MACEDONIA, FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 2. Commemorates the nationalist uprising against the Ottoman Empire in 1903. Also known as St. Elias Day, the most sacred and celebrated day of the Macedonian people.

MOON PHASE: FIRST QUARTER. Aug 2. Moon enters First Quarter phase at 4:46 AM, EDT.

OHIO STATE FAIR. Aug 2–13. Columbus, OH. Family fun, amusement rides, games, food booths, parades, entertainment, agricultural exhibits and educational displays. Est attendance: 850,000. For info: Ohio State Fair, 717 E 17th Ave, Columbus, OH 43211. Phone: (614) 644-4000. Fax: (614) 644-4031. Web: www.ohiostatefair.com.

SCOTLAND: ABERDEEN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL. Aug 2–12. Aberdeen. Talented young people from all areas of the performing arts come from around the world to participate in this festival. Est attendance: 30,000. For info: Stephen Stenning, Linksfield Community Centre, 520 King St, Aberdeen, Scotland, AB24 5SS. Phone: (44) (1224) 494-400. Fax: (44) (1224) 494-114. E-mail: admin@aiyf.org. Web: www.aiyf.org.

US VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK ESTABLISHED: 50th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 2, 1956. Areas on St. John and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands were established as a national park and preserve. On Oct 5, 1962, Virgin Islands National Park was extended to offshore areas, including coral reefs, shorelines and sea grass beds. For more info: www.nps.gov/viis/index.htm.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Hallie Kate Eisenberg, 14, actress (Beautiful, The Miracle Worker), born East Brunswick, NJ, Aug 2, 1992.

James Howe, 60, author (the Bunnicula series), born Oneida, NY, Aug 2, 1946.

Michael Weiss, 30, figure skater, born Washington, DC, Aug 2, 1976.
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AUGUST 3 — THURSDAY

Day 215 — 150 Remaining

COLUMBUS SAILS FOR THE NEW WORLD: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 3, 1492. Christopher Columbus, “Admiral of the Ocean Sea,” set sail half an hour before sunrise from Palos, Spain. With three ships, the Niña, the Pinta and the Santa Maria, and a crew of 90, he sailed “for Cathay” but found instead a New World of the Americas, first landing at Guanahani (San Salvador Island in the Bahamas), Oct 12. See also: “Columbus Day (Traditional)” (Oct 12).

EQUATORIAL GUINEA: ARMED FORCES DAY. Aug 3. National holiday.

GUINEA-BISSAU: COLONIZATION MARTYR’S DAY. Aug 3. National holiday is observed.

NIGER: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 3. Commemorates the independence of this West African nation from France on this date in 1960.

SCOPES, JOHN T.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 3, 1900. Central figure in a cause célèbre (the “Scopes Trial” or the “Monkey Trial”), John Thomas Scopes was born at Paducah, KY. An obscure 24-year-old schoolteacher at the Dayton, TN, high school in 1925, he became the focus of world attention. Scopes never uttered a word at his trial, which was a contest between two of America’s best-known lawyers (William Jennings Bryan and Clarence Darrow). The trial, July 10–21, 1925, resulted in Scopes’s conviction “for teaching evolution” in Tennessee. He was fined $100. The verdict was upset on a technicality and the statute he was accused of breaching was repealed in 1967. Scopes died at Shreveport, LA, Oct 21, 1970. For more info: The Scopes Monkey Trial: A Headline Court Case, by Freya Ottem Hanson (Enslow, 0-7660-1388-X, $19.95 Gr. 8 & up) or www.umkc.edu/famoustrials.

WISCONSIN STATE FAIR. Aug 3–13. State Fair Park, Milwaukee, WI. Wisconsin celebrates its rural heritage at the state’s most popular and most historic annual event. Features numerous midway rides, 28 free stages, hundreds of animals, wide variety of food and beverages and top-name entertainment. The fair celebrates its 155th year in 2006. (Call 24-hour recorded information line at 1-800-884-FAIR for up-to-date information.) Est attendance: 910,000. For info: PR Dept, Wisconsin State Fair Park, PO Box 14990, West Allis, WI 53214-0990. Phone: (414) 266-7000. Fax: (414) 266-7007. E-mail: wsfp@sfp.state.wi.us. Web: www.wistatefair.com.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Tom Brady, 29, football player, born San Mateo, CA, Aug 3, 1977.

Mary Calhoun, 80, author (High-Wire Henry), born Keokuk, IA, Aug 3, 1926.

Troy Glaus, 30, baseball player, born Tarzana, CA, Aug 3, 1976.

Blaine Wilson, 32, Olympic gymnast, born Columbus, OH, Aug 3, 1974.

AUGUST 4 — FRIDAY

Day 216 — 149 Remaining

ARMSTRONG, LOUIS: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 4, 1900. Jazz musician extraordinaire, born at New Orleans, LA. (Some sources list 1901.) Asked to define jazz, Armstrong reportedly replied, “Man, if you gotta ask, you’ll never know.” The trumpet player was also known as Satchmo. He appeared in many films. Popular singles included “What a Wonderful World” and “Hello, Dolly” (with Barbra Streisand). Died at New York, NY, July 6, 1971. For more info: If I Only Had a Horn: Young Louis Armstrong, by Roxane Orgill (Houghton Mifflin, 0-618-25076-X, $5.95 Gr. 2–5).

BURKINA FASO: REVOLUTION DAY. Aug 4. National holiday. Commemorates a 1983 coup.

COAST GUARD DAY. Aug 4. Celebrates anniversary of founding of the US Coast Guard in 1790.

MANDELA, NELSON: ARREST: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 4, 1962. Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, charismatic black South African leader, was born in 1918, the son of the Tembu tribal chief, at Umtata, Transkei territory of South Africa. A lawyer and political activist, Mandela, who in 1952 established the first black law partnership in South Africa, had been in conflict with the white government there much of his life. Acquitted of a treason charge after a trial that lasted from 1956 to 1961, he was apprehended again by security police, Aug 4, 1962. The subsequent trial, widely viewed as an indictment of white domination, resulted in Mandela’s being sentenced to five years in prison. In 1963 he was taken from the Pretoria prison to face a new trial— for sabotage, high treason and conspiracy to overthrow the government—and in June 1964 he was sentenced to life in prison. See also: “Mandela, Nelson: Prison Release: Anniversary” (Feb 11).

NEW JERSEY STATE FAIR/SUSSEX COUNTY FARM AND HORSE SHOW. Aug 4–13. Augusta, NJ. The state’s largest livestock and horse show also includes educational exhibits, amusements, commercial exhibits and entertainment. Located off Rt 206 and Plains Rd. Gate opens 10 AM Friday and closes 5 PM Sunday. Est attendance: 200,000. For info: New Jersey State Fair, PO Box 2456, Branchville, NJ 07826. Phone: (973) 948-5500. Fax: (973) 948-0147. E-mail: thefair@njstatefair.com. Web: www.njstatefair.com.

SCHUMAN, WILLIAM HOWARD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 4, 1910. Born at New York, NY, American composer who won the first Pulitzer Prize for composition and founded the Juilliard School of Music. His compositions include American Festival Overture, the baseball opera The Mighty Casey and On Freedom’s Ground, written for the centennial of the Statue of Liberty in 1986. He was instrumental in the conception of the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and served as its first president. In 1985 he was awarded a special Pulitzer Prize. He also received a National Medal of Arts in 1985 and a Kennedy Center Honor in 1989. Schuman died at New York City, Feb 15, 1992.

[image: Image]

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Nancy White Carlstrom, 58, author (Jesse Bear, What Will You Wear?, Does God Know How to Tie Shoes?), born Washington, PA, Aug 4, 1948.

Roger Clemens, 44, baseball player, born Dayton, OH, Aug 4, 1962.

Jeff Gordon, 35, race car driver, born Pittsboro, IN, Aug 4, 1971.

Barack Obama, 45, US Senator (D, Illinois), born Honolulu, HI, Aug 4, 1961.

AUGUST 5 — SATURDAY

Day 217 — 148 Remaining

BATTLE OF MOBILE BAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 5, 1864. A Union fleet under Admiral David Farragut attempted to run past three Confederate forts into Mobile Bay, AL. After coming under fire, the Union fleet headed into a maze of underwater mines, known at that time as torpedos. The ironclad Tecumseh was sunk by a torpedo, after which Farragut is said to have exclaimed, “Damn the torpedos, full steam ahead.” The Union fleet was successful and Mobile Bay was secured.

BURKINA FASO: REPUBLIC DAY. Aug 5. Burkina Faso (formerly Upper Volta) gained autonomy from France in 1960.

CROATIA: HOMELAND THANKSGIVING DAY. Aug 5. National holiday.

ELIOT, JOHN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 5, 1604. American “Apostle to the Indians,” translator of the Bible into an Indian tongue (the first Bible to be printed in America), was born at Hertfordshire, England. He died at Roxbury, MA, May 21, 1690.

FIRST ENGLISH COLONY IN NORTH AMERICA: FOUNDING ANNIVERSARY. Aug 5, 1583. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, English navigator and explorer, aboard his sailing ship, the Squirrel, sighted the Newfoundland coast and took possession of the area around St. John’s harbor in the name of the Queen, thus establishing the first English colony in North America. Gilbert was lost at sea, in a storm off the Azores, on his return trip to England.

LYNCH, THOMAS: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 5, 1749. Signer, Declaration of Independence, born Prince George’s Parish, SC. Died 1779 (lost at sea, exact date of death unknown).

NATIONAL MUSTARD DAY. Aug 5. Mustard lovers across the nation pay tribute to the king of condiments by slathering their favorite mustard on hot dogs, pretzels, circus peanuts and all things edible. The Mount Horeb Mustard Museum holds the world’s largest collection of prepared mustards and mustard memorabilia. Activities include mustard games, street music and lots of great food (with mustard, of course!). Join in the mustard college fight song with the “POUPON U” marching band. Annually, the first Saturday in August. Est attendance: 1,000. For info: Barry M. Levenson, Curator, The Mount Horeb Mustard Museum, 100 W Main St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572. Phone: (608) 437-3986. Fax: (608) 437-4018. E-mail: curator@mustardmuseum.com. Web: www.mustardmuseum.com.

WALLENBERG, RAOUL: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 5, 1912. Swedish architect Raoul Gustaf Wallenberg was born at Stockholm, Sweden. He was the second person in history (Winston Churchill was the first) to be voted honorary American citizenship (US House of Representatives 396–2, Sept 22, 1981). He is credited with saving 100,000 Hungarian Jews from almost certain death at the hands of the Nazis during WWII. Wallenberg was arrested by Soviet troops at Budapest, Hungary, Jan 17, 1945, and, according to the official Soviet press agency Tass, died in prison at Moscow, July 17, 1947.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Neil Alden Armstrong, 76, former astronaut (first man to walk on moon), born Wapakoneta, OH, Aug 5, 1930.

Brendon Ryan Barrett, 20, actor (Casper), born Roseville, CA, Aug 5, 1986.

Patrick Aloysius Ewing, 44, former basketball player, born Kingston, Jamaica, Aug 5, 1962.

Lorrie Fair, 28, soccer player, born Los Altos, CA, Aug 5, 1978.

Eric Hinske, 29, baseball player, born Menasha, WI, Aug 5, 1977.

John Olerud, 38, baseball player, born Seattle, WA, Aug 5, 1968.

AUGUST 6 — SUNDAY

Day 218 — 147 Remaining

AMERICAN FAMILY DAY IN ARIZONA. Aug 6. Commemorated on the first Sunday in August.

ATOMIC BOMB DROPPED ON HIROSHIMA: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1945. At 8:15 AM, local time, an American B-29 bomber, the Enola Gay, dropped an atomic bomb named “Little Boy” over the center of the city of Hiroshima, Japan. The bomb exploded about 1,800 ft above the ground, killing more than 105,000 civilians and destroying the city. It is estimated that another 100,000 persons were injured and died subsequently as a direct result of the bomb and the radiation it produced. This was the first time in history that such a devastating weapon had been used by any nation.

BOLIVIA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 6. National holiday. Gained freedom from Spain in 1825. Named after Simon Bolivar.

COONEY, BARBARA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1917. Children’s author and illustrator, born at Brooklyn, NY. Cooney won Caldecott Medals for Ox-Cart Man and Chanticleer and the Fox. Her 1982 publication Miss Rumphius received the National Book Award for 1983. She died at Portland, ME, Mar 14, 2000.

FARBER, NORMA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1909. Poet (How the Hibernators Came to Bethlehem), born at Boston, MA. Died Mar 21, 1984, at Boston.

FIRST WOMAN SWIMS THE ENGLISH CHANNEL: 80th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1926. The first woman to swim the English Channel was 19-year-old Gertrude Ederle of New York, NY. Her swim was completed in 14 hours and 31 minutes. For more info: America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle, by David A. Adler (Harcourt/Gulliver, 0-15-201969-3, $16 Gr. K–3). See also: “Ederle, Gertrude: Birth Anniversary” (Oct 23).

FLEMING, ALEXANDER: 125th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1881. Sir Alexander Fleming, bacteriologist, discoverer of penicillin and 1954 Nobel Prize recipient, was born at Lochfield, Scotland. He died at London, England, Mar 11, 1955.

“GREAT DEBATE”: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6–Sept 10, 1787. The Constitutional Convention engaged in the “Great Debate” over the draft constitution, during which it determined that Congress should have the right to regulate foreign trade and interstate commerce, established a four-year term of office for the president and appointed a five-man committee to prepare a final draft of the Constitution.

HIROSHIMA DAY. Aug 6. There are memorial observances in many places for victims of the first atomic bombing of a populated place, which occurred at Hiroshima, Japan, in 1945, when an American B-29 bomber dropped an atomic bomb over the center of the city. More than 205,000 civilians died either immediately in the explosion or subsequently of radiation. A peace festival is held annually at Peace Memorial Park at Hiroshima in memory of the victims of the bombing.


AUGUST 6 JAMAICA

Today marks the anniversary of the independence of Jamaica from the United Kingdom—and it’s an opportune day to introduce this fascinating country to your students.

The island of Jamaica lies in the Caribbean Sea about 90 miles south of Cuba, part of the Greater Antilles island group that includes Cuba as well as Puerto Rico and Hispaniola. It’s mountainous in the center, with beaches and tropical forests lining the coasts and an average temperature of 82 degrees. Jamaica was originally settled between 1000 and 400 B.C. by indigenous people from South America, but it was with the arrival of Europeans that the island, its people and its fortunes became part of the shifting landscape of Western society and the New World. Since then the country has endured colonial rule, slavery, disease, corruption and economic hardship.

Jamaica transformed between 1500 and 1850. Claimed by Christopher Columbus and Spain in 1494, it was seized by England in 1655, and the English turned the island into another point on the British Empire’s economic compass, importing African slaves to labor in their enormous sugar plantations. The Triangular Trade and Caribbean colonial history are lengthy and at times difficult subjects, but Jamaica by Ann Heinrichs (Scholastic Library Publishing, 0-516-27751-0, $6.95 Ages 9–12) and What’s It Like to Live in Jamaica? by Ali Brownlee (Waterbird Press, 1-57768-877-5, $16.95 Ages 7–10) can be tools in a discussion of this tumultuous era of change.

The country became fully independent in 1962. Contemporary Jamaica is a democratic nation, a tropical paradise with fascinating cultural roots and a thriving business in the areas of tourism, mining, agriculture and banking. It has faced serious issues such as government corruption, drug and gang violence and severe extremes between wealth and poverty. Factors such as these led many Jamaicans to emigrate, creating large expatriate populations in places such as Florida, England and Toronto. Despite its troubles, Jamaica remains a thriving tourist destination. Its tropical breezes and internationally renowned charm endure through the hardships.

Given the country’s complex history, a discussion of the local culture and geography might be a better entry point to the nation for your students. The website www.jamaicans.com offers a “Kids Guide to Jamaica” that features information on reggae music, local festivals and daily life—including sample menus for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Jamaican cuisine is on the spicy side—have your students heard of jerk seasoning? There’s even a simple recipe for “Jamaican Rock Bun” (a raisin-studded sweet bun) that can be made with easily obtained ingredients.

Jamaica’s island geography is impressive and exotic. Locate the country on your world map or globe and ask your students to find the country’s longest river, its highest mountain, its nearest island neighbors and so forth. Kids can also identify the country’s historical features, such as Spanish Town in Kingston or Port Antonio’s elegant old mansions. The tourist site www.visitjamacia.com offers sketches of the island’s different regions. Jamaica in Pictures (Lerner Publications, 0-8225-2394-9, $27.93 Ages 9–12), part of the publisher’s Visual Geography series, will be a useful classroom reference and is augmented with Web links for more information.

—Johnny Loftus
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JAMAICA: INDEPENDENCE ACHIEVED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1962. Jamaica attained its independence this date after centuries of British rule. Independence Day is observed on the first Monday in August (Aug 7 in 2006). See Curriculum Connection.

NATIONAL KIDSDAY. Aug 6. A day to celebrate and honor children by spending meaningful time with them. Sponsored by the Boys and Girls Clubs of America and KidsPeace®. Annually, the first Sunday in August. For info: National Kidsday Mgmt, c/o Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 1230 W Peachtree St NW, Atlanta, GA 30309-3447. Phone: (404) 487-5700. Fax: (404) 487-5787. E-mail: kidsday@bgca.org. Web: www.kidsday.net.

ROOSEVELT, EDITH KERMIT CAROW: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1861. Second wife of Theodore Roosevelt, 26th president of the US, whom she married in 1886. Born at Norwich, CT, she died at Long Island, NY, Sept 30, 1948.

SISTERS’ DAY. Aug 6. Celebrating the spirit of sisterhood—sisters nationwide show appreciation and give recognition to one another for the special relationship they share. Send a card, make a phone call, share memories, photos, flowers, candy, etc. Sisters may include biological sisters, sisterly friends, etc. Annually, the first Sunday in August. For info: Tricia Eleogram, 5112 Normandy Ave, Memphis, TN 38117. Phone: (901) 681-2145 or (901) 755-0751. Fax: (901) 754-9923. E-mail: MySistersDay@aol.com.

VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965 SIGNED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 6, 1965. Signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was designed to thwart attempts to discriminate against minorities at the polls. The act suspended literacy and other disqualifying tests, authorized appointment of federal voting examiners and provided for judicial relief on the federal level to bar discriminatory poll taxes. Congress voted to extend the Act in 1975, 1984 and 1991.

WORLD’S LARGEST, SMELLIEST FLOWER DISCOVERED BY SCIENCE. Aug 6, 1878. Exploring the rainforests of Sumatra in Indonesia, Italian botanist Dr. Odoardo Beccari found the titan arum (Amorphophallus titanum), or “corpse flower.” Growing from a tuber that can weigh as much as 170 pounds, this plant sports a single leaf that can reach 20 feet by 15 feet. It flowers seldomly in its long life, but the bloom can reach 6 to 10 feet. (Precisely, it is not a flower but an inflorescence, or cluster of blooms.) As it blooms, for 8 hours it releases an incredibly foul odor that attracts pollinating insects. It first bloomed in cultivation at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in England in 1889 and in the US at the New York Botanic Garden in 1937. For more info: see the Fairchild Tropical Garden page on “Mr Stinky’s” 2001 blooming at www.fairchildgarden.org/blooms/amorphophallus01.html.
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BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Frank Asch, 60, author and illustrator (Mooncake), born Somerville, NJ, Aug 6, 1946.

Catherine Hicks, 55, actress (“7th Heaven”), born Scottsdale, AZ, Aug 6, 1951.

David Robinson, 41, former basketball player, born Key West, FL, Aug 6, 1965.

AUGUST 7 — MONDAY

Day 219 — 146 Remaining

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: AUGUST MONDAY. Aug 7–8. The first Monday in August and the day following form the August Monday public holiday in this Caribbean nation.

AUSTRALIA: PICNIC DAY. Aug 7. The first Monday in August is a bank holiday in New South Wales and Picnic Day in Northern Territory, Australia.

BAHAMAS: EMANCIPATION DAY. Aug 7. Public holiday in Bahamas. Annually, the first Monday in August. Commemorates the emancipation of slaves by the British in 1834.

BUNCHE, RALPH JOHNSON: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 7, 1904. American statesman, UN official, Nobel Peace Prize recipient (the first black to win the award), born at Detroit, MI. Died Dec 9, 1971, at New York, NY. For more info: Ralph J. Bunche: Peacemaker, by Patricia and Fredrick McKissack (Enslow, 0-89490300-4, $14.95 Gr. K–3).

CANADA: CIVIC HOLIDAY. Aug 7. The first Monday in August is observed as a holiday in seven of Canada’s ten provinces. Civic Holiday in Manitoba, Northwest Territories, Ontario and Saskatchewan; British Columbia Day in British Columbia; New Brunswick Day in New Brunswick; Natal Day in Nova Scotia and Heritage Day in Alberta.

COLOMBIA: BATTLE OF BOYACÁ DAY. Aug 7. National holiday. Commemorates 1819 victory over Spanish forces.

COLORADO: ADMISSION DAY: OBSERVED. Aug 7. Colorado. Annually, the first Monday in August. Commemorates Admission Day when Colorado became the 38th state, Aug 1, 1876.

CÔTE D’IVOIRE: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 7. Commemorates the independence of the Ivory Coast from France in 1960.

GRENADA: EMANCIPATION DAY. Aug 7. Grenada observes this public holiday annually on the first Monday in August. Commemorates the emancipation of slaves by the British in 1834.

ICELAND: AUGUST HOLIDAY. Aug 7. National holiday. Commemorates the constitution of 1874. The first Monday in August.

ICELAND: SHOP AND OFFICE WORKERS’ HOLIDAY. Aug 7. In Iceland an annual holiday for shop and office workers is observed on the first Monday in August.

ISING, RUDOLF C.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 7, 1903. Cocreator (with Hugh Harman) and producer of the cartoons “Looney Tunes” and “Merrie Melodies,” Ising was born at Kansas City, MO. Their production Bosko the Talk-Ink Kid (1929) was the first talkie cartoon synchronizing dialogue on the soundtrack with the action on screen. Ising received an Academy Award in 1948 for Milky Way, a cartoon about three kittens. He died July 18, 1992, at Newport Beach, CA.

JAMAICA: INDEPENDENCE DAY OBSERVED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 7. National holiday observing achievement of Jamaican independence from Britain, Aug 6, 1962. Annually, the first Monday in August.

PURPLE HEART: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 7, 1782. At Newburgh, NY, General George Washington ordered the creation of a Badge of Military Merit. The badge consisted of a purple cloth heart with silver braided edge. Only three are known to have been awarded during the Revolutionary War. The award was reinstituted on the bicentennial of Washington’s birth, Feb 22, 1932, and recognizes those wounded in action.

SPACE MILESTONE: FIRST PICTURE OF EARTH FROM SPACE. Aug 7, 1959. US satellite Explorer VI transmitted the first picture of Earth from space. For the first time we had a likeness of our planet based on more than projections and conjectures. For a current view of Earth from a satellite, visit Earth Viewer: www.fourmilab.to/earthview.

US WAR DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 7, 1789. The second presidential cabinet department, the War Department, was established by Congress. In 1947 it became part of the Department of Defense. See also: “US Department of Defense Established” (July 26).

WORLD CONGRESS ON READING. Aug 7–10. Budapest, Hungary. The International Reading Association stages a world congress every two years at various locales around the globe. This is the 21st congress and its theme is “Building Literacy Bridges.” For info: Conferences Division, Intl Reading Assn, 800 Barksdale Rd, PO Box 8139, Newark, DE 19714-8139. Phone: (302) 731-1600. E-mail: conferences@reading.org. Web: www.reading.org.

ZAMBIA: YOUTH DAY. Aug 7. National holiday. Focal point is Lusaka’s Independence Stadium. Annually, the first Monday in August.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Betsy Byars, 78, author (The Summer of the Swans, the Bingo Brown series), born Charlotte, NC, Aug 7, 1928.

Joy Cowley, 70, author (Red-Eyed Tree Frog), born Levin, New Zealand, Aug 7, 1936.

Édgar Rentería, 31, baseball player, born Barranquilla, Colombia, Aug 7, 1975.

AUGUST 8 — TUESDAY

Day 220 — 145 Remaining

BHUTAN: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 8. National holiday observed commemorating independence from India in 1949.

BONZA BOTTLER DAY™. Aug 8. To celebrate when the number of the day is the same as the number of the month. Bonza Bottler Day™ is an excuse to have a party at least once a month. For info: Gail M. Berger, 14 Fernwood Dr, Taylors, SC 29687. Phone: (864) 609-9874. E-mail: gberger5@aol.com.

CHINA: FESTIVAL OF HUNGRY GHOSTS. Aug 8. Important Chinese festival, also known as Chung Yuan Festival. According to Chinese legend, during the seventh lunar month the souls of the dead are released from purgatory to roam the Earth. Joss sticks are burnt in homes; prayers, food and “ghost money” are offered to appease the ghosts. Market stallholders combine to hold celebrations to ensure that their businesses will prosper in the coming year. Wayang (Chinese street opera) and puppet shows are performed, and fruit and Chinese delicacies are offered to the spirits of the dead. Chung Yuan is observed on the 15th day of the seventh lunar month. Date in other countries will differ from China’s.

HENSON, MATTHEW A.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 8, 1866. American black explorer, born at Charles County, MD. He met Robert E. Peary while working in a Washington, DC, store in 1888 and was hired to be Peary’s valet. He accompanied Peary on his seven subsequent Arctic expeditions. During the successful 1908–09 expedition to the North Pole, Henson and two of the four Inuit guides reached their destination on Apr 6, 1909. Peary arrived minutes later and verified the location. Henson’s account of the expedition, A Negro Explorer at the North Pole, was published in 1912. In addition to the Congressional medal awarded all members of the North Pole expedition, Henson received the Gold Medal of the Geographical Society of Chicago and, at 81, was made an honorary member of the Explorers Club at New York, NY. Died Mar 9, 1955, at New York, NY. For more info: Matthew Henson and the North Pole Expedition, by Ann Graham Gaines (Child’s World, 1-56766-743-0, $25.64 Gr. 4–6).

ODIE: BIRTHDAY. Aug 8, 1978. Commemorates the birthday of Odie, Garfield’s sidekick, who first appeared in the “Garfield” comic strip on Aug 8, 1978. “Garfield” was created by Jim Davis.

RAWLINGS, MARJORIE KINNAN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 8, 1896. American short-story writer and novelist (The Yearling), born at Washington, DC. Rawlings died at St. Augustine, FL, Dec 14, 1953. For a study guide to The Yearling: glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary.

SPACE MILESTONE: GENESIS (US): 5th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 8, 2001. The robotic explorer Genesis was launched on a mission to gather tiny particles of the sun. Its three-year, 20-million-mile round-trip mission was to shed light on the origin of the solar system. It traveled to a spot where the gravitational pulls of the sun and the Earth are equal and gathered atoms from the solar wind hurtling by. In 2004 a capsule carrying the solar samples crashed to Earth.

TANZANIA: FARMERS’ DAY. Aug 8. National holiday. Also called “Nane Nane” or “8-8.”

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

JC Chasez, 30, singer (’N Sync), born Joshua Scott, Washington, DC, Aug 8, 1976.

Rashard Lewis, 27, basketball player, born Pineville, LA, Aug 8, 1979.

AUGUST 9 — WEDNESDAY

Day 221 — 144 Remaining

ATOMIC BOMB DROPPED ON NAGASAKI: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1945. Three days after the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, an American B-29 bomber named Bock’s Car left its base on Tinian Island carrying a plutonium bomb nicknamed “Fat Man.” Its target was the Japanese city of Kokura, but because of clouds and poor visibility the bomber headed for a secondary target, Nagasaki, where at 11:02 AM, local time, it dropped the bomb, killing an estimated 70,000 persons and destroying about half the city. The next day the Japanese government surrendered, bringing WWII to an end.

COCHRAN, JACQUELINE: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1980. American pilot Jacqueline Cochran was born at Pensacola, FL, in 1910. She began flying in 1932 and by the time of her death she had set more distance, speed and altitude records than any other pilot, male or female. She was founder and head of the WASPs (Women’s Air Force Service Pilots) during WWII. She also won the Distinguished Service Medal in 1945 and the US Air Force Distinguished Flying Cross in 1969. She died at Indio, CA.

INDIANA STATE FAIR. Aug 9–20. Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, IN. Top-rated livestock exhibition, world-class harness racing, top country music, giant midway and Pioneer Village. Est attendance: 900,000. For info: Andy Klotz, Public Relations Dir, Indiana State Fair, 1202 E 38th St, Indianapolis, IN 46205-2869. Phone: (317) 927-7524. Fax: (317) 927-7578. Web: www.indianastatefair.com.


AUGUST 9 THE SCIENCE OF SEYMOUR SIMON

Probably the most widely acclaimed science writer for children in the country, Seymour Simon was born on this date. He has penned more than 200 books, half of which have been named Outstanding Science Trade Books for Children by the National Science Teachers Association. Other honors include the Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence in Science Books from the American Association for the Advancement of Science; the Washington Post/Children’s Book Guild Award for lifetime achievement; the Hope S. Dean Memorial Award from the Boston Public Library; and the Knickerbocker Award for Juvenile Literature and the Empire State Award for Excellence in Literature for Young People, both presented by the New York Library Association.

With laurels such as these, it is not surprising that teachers, librarians and children have come to appreciate this former teacher’s books that cover the gamut of natural sciences topics, including the human body; animals and their behavior; weather; natural disasters, such as hurricanes, earthquakes and tornadoes; minerals and rock; space, stars and planets; oceanography; and on and on. Simon’s books make science stimulating and accessible to students, primarily in the seven-to-nine age group. He delivers complex scientific information in a clear and accurate way so that children are encouraged to explore the world around them, discover new things and enjoy doing so.

To trace how the inquisitive child became the prolific writer, go back to Simon’s childhood. Born Aug 9, 1931, Seymour (the youngest of three children) grew up in the West Bronx, hardly the wilderness. He found his wildlife and natural habitats in nearby parks and vacant lots, which presented him with lots of plants, insects and small animals to observe. His early interest in space and the planets was furthered when he joined the Museum of Natural History’s Junior Astronomy Club, eventually becoming its president. He graduated from the Bronx High School of Science, a highly competitive school, and later from City College with a bachelor of arts degree. In college he decided to focus on animal behavior. The Korean War interrupted his graduate studies, however, and Uncle Sam turned Simon into a radar specialist. After his military tour of duty, he took a job in New York City teaching various grades, primarily in the earth sciences, for 23 years. In 1963 Scholastic magazine gave him his first writing assignment: to predict and describe what men would find on the moon when they landed. Scholastic was impressed with the way Simon presented scientific concepts in an understandable and interesting manner to young students, and with that, his writing career was off and running and has not slowed down since.

In a 2002 interview, Simon said that the funnest book he wrote is The Paper Airplane Book (published in 1971 and still in print). “I still get letters from kids who have just read it and have made me a paper airplane. I guess that book has had the most impact—far beyond anything I would have imagined.” With success stories such as this, Simon, now a full-time writer, is continually inspired to develop new books for his widespread and appreciative audience.

Seymour Simon also created a fiction series: the Einstein Anderson, Science Detective, mystery books. Another series is Let’s Try It Out, hands-on science activities books for ages four through eight. SeeMore Readers (a play on his own name) is another new series for beginning readers.

There is no shortage of Seymour Simon’s books to recommend to young students, but perhaps a good starting point would be one that could help them grasp the causes of one of America’s most destructive natural disasters, Hurricane Katrina. Hurricanes (HarperCollins, 0-688-16291-6, $15.99 Ages 3–8) provides a detailed explanation of how hurricanes form; the differences among the five categories of strength; a list of how to be prepared and what to do in case you’re caught in one; and more.

—Betty Schaal



LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK ESTABLISHED: 90th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1916. California’s Lassen Peak and Cinder Cone National Monument, proclaimed May 6, 1907, and other wilderness land were combined and established as a national park. For more info: www.nps.gov/lavo/index.htm.

MOON PHASE: FULL MOON. Aug 9. Moon enters Full Moon phase at 6:54 AM, EDT.

NATIONAL UNDERWEAR DAY. Aug 9. A day for all Americans to show pride for their undergarments. Underwear doesn’t get the recognition it properly deserves, and, considering the amount of time people spend picking them out each morning, they should be able to show off those undies a little bit more. See Curriculum Connection. For info: Freshpair, 611 Broadway, Ste 605, New York, NY 10012. Phone: (212) 505-6900. Fax: (212) 202-4754. E-mail: press@freshpair.com. Web: www.nationalunderwearday.com or www.freshpair.com.

NIXON RESIGNS: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1974. Richard Milhous Nixon’s resignation from the presidency of the US, which he had announced in a speech to the American people on Thursday evening, Aug 8, became effective at noon. Nixon, under threat of impeachment as a result of the Watergate scandal, became the first person to resign the presidency. He was succeeded by Vice President Gerald Rudolph Ford, the first person to serve as vice president and president without having been elected to either office. Ford granted Nixon a “full, free and absolute pardon” Sept 8, 1974. Although Nixon was the first US president to resign, two vice presidents had resigned: John C. Calhoun, Dec 18, 1832, and Spiro T. Agnew, Oct 10, 1973.
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PERSEID METEOR SHOWERS. Aug 9–13. Among the best-known and most spectacular meteor showers are the Perseids, peaking about Aug 10–12. As many as 50–100 may be seen in a single night. Wish upon a “falling star”!

PIAGET, JEAN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1896. Born at Neuchâtel, Switzerland, Piaget is the major figure in developmental psychology. His theory of cognitive development still influences educators today. Piaget died at Geneva, Switzerland, Sept 16, 1980.

ROBERT GRAY BECOMES FIRST AMERICAN TO CIRCUMNAVIGATE THE EARTH: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1790. When Robert Gray docked the Columbia at Boston Harbor, he became the first American to circumnavigate the earth. He sailed from Boston, MA, in September 1787, to trade with Indians of the Pacific Northwest. From there he sailed to China and then continued around the world. His 42,000-mile journey opened trade between New England and the Pacific Northwest and helped the US establish claims to the Oregon Territory. See Curriculum Connection.


AUGUST 9 NATIONAL UNDERWEAR DAY

The Internet retailer Freshpair.com founded National Underwear Day on Aug 10, 2003. That morning, male and female models in only their bare essentials appeared in New York City’s busiest places, polling regular people on their undergarment habits, promoting official recognition of the “holiday” and generally celebrating the concept of the layers that lie in-between. Sure, there was self-promotion involved—Freshpair sells various brands of men’s and women’s underwear—but it’s certainly a topic that lies close to most people’s hearts, or at least their skin. (The website www.nationalunderwearday.com features a tame photo gallery of the annual event, as well as press clippings and links to sponsors and Freshpair itself. Users can even vote for the day’s official establishment. “The second amendment gives us the right to bear arms,” its cheeky credo goes. “For one day out of the year, we should also have the right to bare stomachs and legs.”)

On this early day in the school year, take time out to have a little fun with underwear—and a different kind of topic for your social studies lesson!

Of course, there wouldn’t be underwear as we know it, or a day to celebrate it, if it weren’t for the Industrial Revolution. Social change throughout the early 19th century had made the wearing of undergarments more common, but with the invention of machines like the cotton gin and spinning jenny came the streamlining of mass production and, ultimately, retail sale of all types of clothing, including underwear. In the second half of the 20th century, Jockey and Hanes were America’s leading producers of underwear. Variations such as the brief and the boxer had been developed for men, while trends in women’s undergarments hung in a balance between social and personal comfort. Deborah Nourse Lattimore’s I Wonder What’s Under There? A Brief History of Underwear (Browndeer Press, 0-15-276652-9, $15.95 Ages 9–12) offers a historical guide and answers the question of what Caesar wore under his toga. It is a paper-engineered book with movable flaps.

Underwear is historical, personal, controversial and comfortable. It can be very private but also laugh-out-loud funny. Share some undergarment literature with your students. With wacky artwork and shout-along fun, Mary Elise Monsell’s Underwear! (Albert Whitman, 0-8075-8309-X, $6.95 Gr. K–2) features zebras, orangutans and other animals flaunting their undies. Sam Lloyd’s What Color Is Your Underwear? (Cartwheel, 0-439-57676-8, $8.99 Gr. PreK–K) is another classic of the “genre” for the toddler and kindergarten set that teaches colors as eager hands lift flaps to reveal the underwear.

For older students, you can’t have a day devoted to underwear without some Captain Underpants! Author Dav Pilkey’s award-winning series (Scholastic, in various editions, Ages 9–12) features a hero “Faster than a speeding waistband . . . more powerful than boxer shorts . . . .”

—Johnny Loftus



SINGAPORE: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 9, 1965. Most festivals in Singapore are Chinese, Indian or Malay, but celebration of national day is shared by all to commemorate the withdrawal of Singapore from Malaysia and its becoming an independent state in 1965. Music, parades, dancing.

SOUTH AFRICA: NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY. Aug 9. National holiday. Commemorates the march of women in Pretoria to protest the pass laws in 1956.


AUGUST 9 ROBERT GRAY CIRCUMNAVIGATES THE GLOBE

Sailing around the world was no small feat in the days of early exploration. Without modern communications, navigation technology, agreed-upon laws of warfare and food preservation techniques, traveling around the world was an adventure that took brains, charisma and courage.

Even some 350 years after Ferdinand Magellan first circumnavigated the globe, much remained unknown to Europeans and Americans. In the years following the Revolution, Americans were especially interested in exploring the world and setting up trade routes. On Aug 9, 1790, Captain Robert Gray, an early trader, became the first American to circumnavigate the globe. In 1787 this sea captain set sail from Boston with a cargo of buttons, beads and blue cloth. He was to first trade these items for precious sea otter pelts with tribes along the northwest coast of North America and then continue to Japan and China to trade the pelts for tea, silk and porcelain wanted in Boston.

With your students, you can chart Gray’s voyage on a world map along with the dates of his arrivals along the way. This worldwide journey can be used to study the names of the continents and oceans. Have your students imagine that they are on a ship exploring uncharted lands. What hardships might they face in their long journeys? What would it be like to arrive in a completely foreign land, knowing nothing of the people, their language or customs? Have them keep log books to tell the stories of their challenges and discoveries.

The discovery for which Gray became famous came on his second trip around the world. After sailing “round the horn,” wintering on Vancouver Island and having several of his men killed by Native Americans, Gray set sail to trade for pelts on the northwest coast. He saw what he thought was the mouth of a large river, but did not sail up it because of the current and dangerous sandbars. On May 11, 1792, however, Gray returned and passed through the treacherous sandbars, thus becoming the first non-Native American to enter the waters of what is now known as the Columbia River, in the state of Oregon.

Although his time on the Columbia River was only mentioned in a brief paragraph in his log book, the event had a great impact on the formation of the United States. Gray’s discovery, along with the subsequent exploration of Lewis and Clark, was the key in justifying the American claim to Oregon territory.

For detailed information on the history of the river, from its geologic formation, the native people who still live there, discovery by Europeans and Americans and conservation movements, check your library for Northwest Passage: The Great Columbia River by William Dietrich (University of Washington Press, 0-295-97546-6, $18.95, Adult, but appropriate for Gr. 6 and up).

Children and adults alike are fascinated by this time of exploration, danger and discoveries. So You Want to Be an Explorer by Judith St. George (Philomel, 0-399-23868-9, $16.99 Ages 4–8) features mostly European and American explorers. You will also be entertained by the stories of early explorers and soldiers in North and South America with Exploration and Conquest: The Americas After Columbus: 1500-1620 by Betsy and Giulio Maestro (HarperTrophy, 0-688-15474-3, $7.99 Gr. 4–6). Some historic figures mentioned are Magellan, Cortes, Pizarro, Hudson, Drake, Champlain and others.

—Adrienne van den Beemt
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TRAVERS, P.L.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1899. Famous for her Mary Poppins series, Pamela L. Travers was born at Mary-borough, Queensland, Australia. Mary Poppins was made into a movie by Disney in 1964. Travers died at London, England, Apr 23, 1996.

VEEP DAY. Aug 9. Commemorates the day in 1974 when Richard Nixon’s resignation let Gerald Ford succeed to the presidency of the US. This was the first time the new Constitutional provisions for presidential succession in the Twenty-Fifth Amendment of 1967 were used.

WEBSTER-ASHBURTON TREATY SIGNED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 9, 1842. The treaty delimiting the eastern section of the Canadian-American border was negotiated by the US Secretary of State, Daniel Webster, and Alexander Baring, president of the British Board of Trade. The treaty established the boundaries between the St. Croix and Connecticut rivers, between Lake Superior and the Lake of the Woods and between Lakes Huron and Superior. The treaty was signed at Washington, DC.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Chamique Holdsclaw, 29, basketball player, born Flushing, NY, Aug 9, 1977.

Whitney Houston, 43, singer (“And I Will Always Love You”), actress (Waiting to Exhale), born Newark, NJ, Aug 9, 1963.

Brett Hull, 42, hockey player, born Belleville, ON, Canada, Aug 9, 1964.

Hazel Hutchins, 54, author (One Duck), born Calgary, AB, Canada, Aug 9, 1952.

Patricia McKissack, 62, author (Christmas in the Big House, Goin’ Someplace Special, A Picture of Freedom), born Nashville, TN, Aug 9, 1944.

Deion Sanders, 39, former football and baseball player, born Ft Meyers, FL, Aug 9, 1967.

Seymour Simon, 75, author (Earthquakes, The Universe), born New York, NY, Aug 9, 1931. See Curriculum Connection.

AUGUST 10 — THURSDAY

Day 222 — 143 Remaining

ECUADOR: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 10. National holiday. Celebrates declaration of independence in 1809. Freedom from Spain attained May 24, 1822.

HOOVER, HERBERT CLARK: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 10, 1874. The 31st president (Mar 4, 1929–Mar 3, 1933) of the US was born at West Branch, IA. Hoover was the first president born west of the Mississippi River and the first to have a telephone on his desk (installed Mar 27, 1929). “Older men declare war. But it is youth that must fight and die,” he said at Chicago, IL, at the Republican National Convention, June 27, 1944. Hoover died at New York, NY, Oct 20, 1964. The Sunday nearest Aug 10 is observed in Iowa as Herbert Hoover Day (Aug 13 in 2006). For info: www.ipl.org/ref/POTUS.

IOWA STATE FAIR. Aug 10–20. Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, IA. One of America’s oldest and largest state fairs. Since 1854, the Iowa State Fair has showcased Iowa pride, talent and tradition. The fair boasts one of the world’s largest livestock shows. Ten-acre carnival, superstar grandstand stage shows, track events, spectacular free entertainment. 160-acre campgrounds. Est attendance: 1,054,000. For info: Kathie Swift, Mktg Dir, Iowa State Fair, PO Box 57130, Des Moines, IA 50317-0003. Phone: (515) 262-3111. Fax: (515) 262-6906. E-mail: info@iowastatefair.org. Web: www.iowastatefair.org.
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JAPAN’S UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 10, 1945. A gathering to discuss surrender terms took place in Emperor Hirohito’s bomb shelter; the participants were stalemated. Hirohito settled the question, believing continuation of the war would only result in further loss of Japanese lives. A message was transmitted to Japanese ambassadors in Switzerland and Sweden to accept the terms issued at Potsdam, July 26, 1945, except that the Japanese emperor’s sovereignty must be maintained. The Allies devised a plan under which the emperor and the Japanese government would administer under the rule of the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers, and the Japanese surrendered.

MISSOURI: ADMISSION DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 10. Became 24th state in 1821.

MISSOURI STATE FAIR. Aug 10–20. Sedalia, MO. Livestock shows, commercial and competitive exhibits, horse show, car races, tractor pulls, carnival and headline musical entertainment. Economical family entertainment. Est attendance: 375,000. For info: Kimberly Allen, PR Dir, Missouri State Fair, 2503 W 16th, Sedalia, MO 65301. Phone: (800) 422-FAIR or (660) 827-8150. Fax: (660) 827-8160. Web: www.mostatefair.com.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION FOUNDED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 10, 1846. Founding of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington, DC, designed to hold the many scientific, historical and cultural collections that belong to the US. The National Museum of Natural History, the National Zoo, the National Museum of American Art, the National Air and Space Museum and the National Gallery of Art are among the museums in the Smithsonian Institution. For info for teachers from the Smithsonian on the Web: educate.si.edu. For info: Smithsonian Institution, 900 Jefferson Dr SW, Washington, DC 20560. Phone: (202) 357-2700.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Thomas J. Dygard, 75, author of sports books (Game Plan), born Little Rock, AR, Aug 10, 1931.
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AUGUST 11 — FRIDAY

Day 223 — 142 Remaining

ATCHISON, DAVID R.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 11, 1807. Missouri legislator who was president of the US for one day. Born at Frogtown, KY, Atchison’s strong pro-slavery opinions made his name prominent in legislative debates. He served as president pro tempore of the Senate a number of times, and he became president of the US for one day—Sunday, Mar 4, 1849— pending the swearing in of President-elect Zachary Taylor, Mar 5, 1849. The city of Atchison, KS, and the county of Atchison, MO, are named for him. He died at Gower, MO, Jan 26, 1886.

CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR. Aug 11–Sept 4. Sacramento, CA. Top-name entertainment, fireworks, California counties exhibits, livestock nursery, culinary delights, carnival rides and award-winning wines and microbrews. For info: California State Fair, PO Box 15649, Sacramento, CA 95852. Phone: (916) 263-FAIR. Web: www.bigfun.org.

CHAD: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 11. National holiday. Commemorates independence from France in 1960.

FREEMAN, DON: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 11, 1908. Author and illustrator (Corduroy), born at San Diego, CA. Died Feb 1, 1978.

GINZA HOLIDAY: JAPANESE CULTURAL FESTIVAL. Aug 11–13. Midwest Buddhist Temple, Chicago, IL. Experience the Waza (National Treasures tradition) by viewing 300 years of Edo craft tradition and seeing it come alive as master craftsmen from Tokyo demonstrate their arts. Japanese folk and classical dancing, martial arts, taiko (drums), flower arrangements and cultural displays. Chicken teriyaki, sushi, udon, shaved ice, corn on the cob and refreshments. Annually, the second weekend in August. Est attendance: 15,000. For info: Office Secretary, Midwest Buddhist Temple, 435 W Menomonee St, Chicago, IL 60614. Phone: (312) 943-7801. Fax: (312) 943-8069.

HALEY, ALEX PALMER: 85th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 11, 1921. Born at Ithaca, NY, Alex Haley was raised by his grandmother at Henning, TN. In 1939 he entered the US Coast Guard and served as a cook, but eventually he became a writer and college professor. His first book, The Autobiography of Malcolm X, sold six million copies and was translated into eight languages. Roots, his Pulitzer Prize–winning book published in 1976, sold millions, was translated into 37 languages and was made into an eight-part TV miniseries in 1977. The story generated an enormous interest in family ancestry. Haley died at Seattle, WA, Feb 13, 1992.

ILLINOIS STATE FAIR. Aug 11–20. Springfield, IL. Amusement rides, food booths, parade, various types of entertainment and tractor pulls. Est attendance: 700,000. For info: Illinois State Fair, PO Box 19427, Springfield, IL 62794. Phone: (217) 782-6661. Fax: (217) 782-9115. Web: www.agr.state.il.us/sf/.

MONTANAFAIR. Aug 11–19. MetraPark, Billings, MT. Montana’s biggest event featuring exhibits, livestock events, carnival, rodeo and entertainment. Est attendance: 240,000. For info: MetraPark, PO Box 2514, Billings, MT 59103. Phone: (406) 256-2400.

“RUGRATS” TV PREMIERE: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 11, 1991. This animated cartoon features the toddler children of several suburban families. One-year-old Tommy Pickles and his dog Spike play with 15-month-old twins Phil and Lil DeVille. Other characters include Tommy’s three-year-old cousin Angelica, two-year-old Chuckie and Tommy’s new brother Dil. Created by the animators of “The Simpsons.” The Rugrats Movie was released in 1998 and The Rugrats in Paris in 2000.

SAINT CLARE OF ASSISI: FEAST DAY. Aug 11, 1253. Chiara Favorone di Offreduccio, a religious leader inspired by St. Francis of Assisi, was the first woman to write her own religious order rule. Born at Assisi, Italy, July 16, 1194, she died there Aug 11, 1253. A “Privilege of Poverty” freed her order from any constraint to accept material security, making the “Poor Clares” totally dependent on God.

WEST VIRGINIA STATE FAIR. Aug 11–20. Lewisburg, WV. For info: The State Fair of West Virginia, PO Drawer 986, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Phone: (301) 645-1090. E-mail: publicrelations@state fairofwv.com. Web: www.statefairofwv.com.

ZIMBABWE: HEROES’ DAY. Aug 11. National holiday. Followed by Defense Forces Day on Aug 12.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Joanna Cole, 62, author (the Magic School Bus series), born Newark, NJ, Aug 11, 1944.

Hulk Hogan, 53, wrestler, actor, born Terry Gene Bollea, Augusta, GA, Aug 11, 1953.

George Sullivan, 79, author (Mathew Brady: His Life and His Photographs; Lewis and Clark; Helen Keller), born in Massachusetts, Aug 11, 1927.

Stephen Wozniak, 56, Apple computer cofounder, born Sunnyvale, CA, Aug 11, 1950.

AUGUST 12 — SATURDAY

Day 224 — 141 Remaining

BUD BILLIKEN PARADE. Aug 12. Chicago, IL. A parade especially for children begun in 1929 by Robert S. Abbott. The second largest parade in the US, it features bands, floats, drill teams and celebrities. Annually, the second Saturday in August. For info: Michael Brown, PR Dir, Chicago Defender Charities, 2400 S Michigan, Chicago, IL 60616. Phone: (312) 225-2400. Fax: (312) 255-9231. Web: www.budbillikenparade.com.

IBM PERSONAL COMPUTER INTRODUCED: 25th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 12, 1981. Although IBM was one of the pioneers in making mainframe and other large computers, this was the company’s first foray into the desktop computer market. The first PC cost the equivalent of $3,000 in today’s dollars. Eventually, more IBM-compatible computers were manufactured by IBM’s competitors than by IBM itself.

KING PHILIP ASSASSINATION: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 12, 1676. Philip, son of Massasoit, chief of the Wampanog tribe, was killed near Mt Hope, RI, by a renegade Indian of his own tribe, bringing to an end the first and bloodiest war between American Indians and white settlers of New England, a war that had raged for nearly two years and was known as King Philip’s War.

SPACE MILESTONE: ECHO I (US). Aug 12, 1960. First successful communications satellite in Earth’s orbit launched, used to relay voice and TV signals from one ground station to another.

THAILAND: BIRTHDAY OF THE QUEEN. Aug 12. The entire kingdom of Thailand celebrates the birthday of Queen Sirikit.

UNITED NATIONS: INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY. Aug 12. A day to increase public awareness of calls for action in 10 priority areas: education, employment, hunger and poverty, health, environment, drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure-time activities, girls and young women and full and effective participation of youth (15 to 24 years old) in the life of society and in decision making. For info: United Nations, Dept of Public Info, New York, NY 10017. Web: www.un.org.

WYOMING STATE FAIR & RODEO. Aug 12–19. Douglas, WY. Recognizing the products, achievements and cultural heritage of the people of Wyoming. Bringing together rural and urban citizens for an inexpensive, entertaining and educational experience. Features livestock show for beef, swine, sheep and horses, junior livestock show for beef, swine, sheep, horses, goats, dogs and rabbits, competitions and displays for culinary arts, needlework, visual arts and floriculture, 4-H and FFA county/chapters state qualifications competitions, youth talent show, Demo Derby, live entertainment, midway, PRCA rodeo and an all-woman rodeo (rough stock). Est attendance: 47,000. For info: Wyoming State Fair, Drawer 10, Douglas, WY 82633. Phone: (307) 358-2398. Fax: (307) 358-6030. E-mail: wsf@netcommander.com. Web: www.wystatefair.com.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Ruth Stiles Gannett, 83, author (My Father’s Dragon, Elmer and the Dragon), born New York, NY, Aug 12, 1923.

Mary Ann Hoberman, 76, author (One of Each; You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You), born Stamford, CT, Aug 12, 1930.

Ann M. Martin, 51, author (A Corner of the Universe, The Baby-Sitters Club series), born Princeton, NJ, Aug 12, 1955.

Fredrick McKissack, 67, author (Christmas in the Big House; Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I a Woman?), born Nashville, TN, Aug 12, 1939.

Walter Dean Myers, 69, author (Slam!, Glory Field, Monster, Fallen Angels), born Martinsburg, WV, Aug 12, 1937.

Kyla Pratt, 18, actress (Dr. Dolittle, “The Baby-Sitters Club”), born North Kansas City, MO, Aug 12, 1988.

Pete Sampras, 35, former tennis player, born Washington, DC, Aug 12, 1971.

Antoine Walker, 30, basketball player, born Chicago, IL, Aug 12, 1976.

AUGUST 13 — SUNDAY

Day 225 — 140 Remaining

BERLIN WALL ERECTED: 45th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 13, 1961. Early in the morning, the East German government closed the border between the east and west sectors of Berlin with barbed wire fence to discourage further population movement to the west. Telephone and postal services were interrupted, and, later in the week, a concrete wall was built to strengthen the barrier between official crossing points. The dismantling of the wall began Nov 9, 1989. See also: “Berlin Wall Opened: Anniversary” (Nov 9). For more info: The Berlin Wall, by R.G. Grant (Raintree, 0-8172-5017-4, $28.55 Gr. 5–7).

CAXTON, WILLIAM: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 13, 1422. First English printer, born at Kent, England. Died at London, England, 1491. Caxton produced the first book printed in English (while working for a printer at Bruges, Belgium), the Recuyell of the Histories of Troy, in 1476, and in the autumn of 1476 set up a print shop at Westminster, becoming the first printer in England.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 13. Commemorates Proclamation of Independence from France of the Central African Republic in 1960.

OAKLEY, ANNIE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 13, 1860. Annie Oakley was born at Darke County, OH. She developed an eye as a markswoman early as a child, becoming so proficient that she was able to pay off the mortgage on her family farm by selling the game she killed. A few years after defeating vaudeville marksman Frank Butler in a shooting match, she married him and they toured as a team until joining Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show in 1885. She was one of the star attractions for 17 years. She died Nov 3, 1926, at Greenville, OH. For more info: Shooting for the Moon: The Amazing Life and Times of Annie Oakley, by Stephen Krensky (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 0-3743-6843-0, $17 Gr. K–3).
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SPACE MILESTONE: HELIOS SOLAR WING: 5th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 13, 2001. The solar-powered plane Helios broke the altitude records for propeller-driven aircraft and non-rocket planes, soaring as high as 96,500 feet. The plane was launched this day on the Hawaiian island of Kauai and returned to Earth on Aug 14, 2001. The plane has a wingspan longer than a Boeing 747 and uses solar-powered motors to power 14 propellers, flying at speeds as high as 170 MPH. NASA plans to develop similar craft for unmanned flights on Mars.

STONE, LUCY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 13, 1818. American women’s rights pioneer, born near West Brookfield, MA, Lucy Stone dedicated her life to the abolition of slavery and the emancipation of women. A graduate of Oberlin College, she had to finance her education by teaching for nine years because her father did not favor college education for women. An eloquent speaker for her causes, she headed the list of 89 men and women who signed the call to the first national Woman’s Rights Convention, held at Worcester, MA, October 1850. On May 1, 1855, she married Henry Blackwell. She and her husband aided in the founding of the American Suffrage Association, taking part in numerous referendum campaigns to win suffrage amendments to state constitutions. She died Oct 18, 1893, at Dorchester, MA.

TUNISIA: WOMEN’S DAY. Aug 13. General holiday. Celebration of independence of women.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Michael Bennett, 28, football player, born Milwaukee, WI, Aug 13, 1978.

Fidel Castro, 79, President of Cuba, born Mayari, Cuba, Aug 13, 1927.

Bobby Clarke, 57, Hall of Fame hockey player, born Flim Flon, MB, Canada, Aug 13, 1949.

AUGUST 14 — MONDAY

Day 226 — 139 Remaining

ATLANTIC CHARTER SIGNING: 65th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 14, 1941. The charter grew out of a three-day conference aboard ship in the Atlantic Ocean during WWII, off the Newfoundland coast, and stated policies and goals for the postwar world. The eight-point agreement was signed by US President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill.

CANADA: YUKON DISCOVERY DAY. Aug 14. In the Klondike region of the Yukon, at Bonanza Creek (formerly known as Rabbit Creek), George Washington Carmack discovered gold, Aug 16 or 17, 1896. During the following year more than 30,000 people joined the gold rush to the area. Anniversary is celebrated as a holiday (Discovery Day) in the Yukon, on nearest Monday.
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SOCIAL SECURITY ACT: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 14, 1935. The Congress approved the Social Security Act, which contained provisions for the establishment of a Social Security Board to administer federal old-age and survivors’ insurance in the US. By signing the bill into law, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was fulfilling a 1932 campaign promise. For more info: www.ssa.gov.

V-J (VICTORY OVER JAPAN) DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 14, 1945. Anniversary of President Truman’s announcement that Japan had surrendered to the Allies, bringing WWII to an end and setting off celebrations across the nation. Official ratification of surrender occurred aboard the USS Missouri at Tokyo Bay, Sept 2 (Far Eastern time).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Lynne Cheney, 65, Second Lady, wife of Richard Cheney, 46th vice president of US, born Casper, WY, Aug 14, 1941.

Terin Humphrey, 20, gymnast, born St. Joseph, MO, Aug 14, 1986.

Magic Johnson, 47, former basketball player, born Earvin Johnson, Jr, at Lansing, MI, Aug 14, 1959.

Gary Larson, 56, cartoonist (“The Far Side”), born Tacoma, WA, Aug 14, 1950.

Alice Provensen, 88, author and illustrator, with her husband Martin (Caldecott for The Glorious Flight: Across the Channel with Louis Bleriot), born Chicago, IL, Aug 14, 1918.
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AUGUST 15 — TUESDAY

Day 227 — 138 Remaining

ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY. Aug 15. Greek and Roman Catholic churches celebrate Mary’s ascent to heaven.

BONAPARTE, NAPOLEON: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 15, 1769. Anniversary of the birth of French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte on the island of Corsica. He died in exile May 5, 1821, on the island of St. Helena. Public holiday at Corsica, France.

CHAUVIN DAY. Aug 15. A day named for Nicholas Chauvin, French soldier from Rochefort, France, who idolized Napoleon and who eventually became a subject of ridicule because of his blind loyalty and dedication to anything French. Originally referring to bellicose patriotism, chauvinism has come to mean blind or absurdly intense attachment to any cause. Observed on Napoleon’s birth anniversary because Chauvin’s birth date is unknown.

CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE): NATIONAL HOLIDAY. Aug 15. National day of the People’s Republic of the Congo. Commemorates independence from France in 1960.

DORMITION OF THEOTOKOS. Aug 15. According to New Calendar (Gregorian), the Dormition Fast is observed Aug 1–14, followed by Dormition of Theotokos Aug 15.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA: CONSTITUTION DAY. Aug 15. National holiday. Commemorates a 1982 revision of the constitution.

HARDING, FLORENCE KLING DeWOLFE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 15, 1860. Wife of Warren Gamaliel Harding, 29th president of the US, born at Marion, OH. Died at Marion, OH, Nov 21, 1924.

INDIA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 15. National holiday. Anniversary of Indian independence from Britain in 1947.

KOREA: LIBERATION DAY. Aug 15. National holiday commemorates acceptance by Japan of Allied terms of surrender in 1945, ending WWII and thereby freeing Korea from 36 years of Japanese domination. Also marks formal proclamation of the Republic of Korea in 1948. Military parades and ceremonies throughout country.

LIECHTENSTEIN: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 15. Public holiday.

MOON PHASE: LAST QUARTER. Aug 15. Moon enters Last Quarter phase at 9:51 PM, EDT.

NESBIT, E. (EDITH): BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 15, 1858. Born at London (some sources say Aug 19), Edith Nesbit wrote enduring works of fiction for children in several genres. Her realistic fiction included stories about the Bastable children (The Wouldbegoods, The Story of the Treasure Seekers) as well as standalone novels like The Railway Children. Some of her most famous fantasy novels included The Enchanted Castle, The Five Children and It and The Phoenix and the Carpet. She died at New Romney, Kent, England, May 4, 1924.

PANAMA CANAL OPENS: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 15, 1914. After years of delay and diplomatic maneuvering, construction began in 1904 on a waterway to pass through the country of Panama that would connect the Atlantic and the Pacific. The US controlled the rights, as directed by the Hay-Bunau-Varilla treaty, in a newly created Panama Canal Zone. On Jan 7, 1914, a self-propelled crane boat made the first passage through the canal. The first ocean steamer, the SS Ancon, passed through Aug 3, 1914, and the canal officially opened Aug 15, 1914.

TRANSCONTINENTAL US RAILWAY COMPLETION: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 15, 1870. The Golden Spike ceremony at Promontory Point, UT, May 10, 1869, was long regarded as the final link in a transcontinental railroad track reaching from an Atlantic port to a Pacific port. In fact, that link occurred unceremoniously on another date in another state. Diaries of engineers working at the site establish “the completion of a transcontinental track at a point 928 feet east of today’s milepost 602, or 3,812 feet east of the present Union Pacific depot building at Strasburg (formerly Comanche),” CO. The final link was made at 2:53 PM, Aug 15, 1870. Annual celebration at Strasburg, CO, on a weekend in August. See also: “Golden Spike Driving: Anniversary” (May 10).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Ben Affleck, 34, actor (Good Will Hunting, Daredevil), born Berkeley, CA, Aug 15, 1972.

Stephen G. Breyer, 68, Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court, born San Francisco, CA, Aug 15, 1938.

Linda Ellerbee, 62, journalist, host of “Nick News,” born Bryan, TX, Aug 15, 1944.

Jenny Kirk, 22, former figure skater, born Newton, MA, Aug 15, 1984.

Jane Resh Thomas, 70, author (Saying Good-bye to Grandma, Behind the Mask: The Life of Queen Elizabeth I), born Kalamazoo, MI, Aug 15, 1936.

AUGUST 16 — WEDNESDAY

Day 228 — 137 Remaining

BENNINGTON BATTLE DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 16, 1777. Anniversary of this Revolutionary War battle is a legal holiday in Vermont.

CHRISTOPHER, MATT: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 16, 1917. Children’s author known for his sports-related fiction and athlete biographies, he was born at Bath, PA. Some of his most popular titles include The Kid Who Only Hit Homers, The Dog That Pitched a No-Hitter and The Basket Counts. The series of sports biographies that bears his name features some of today’s most popular athletes, including Sammy Sosa, Kobe Bryant and Tony Hawk. Christopher died in 1997, at Charlotte, NC.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: RESTORATION OF THE REPUBLIC. Aug 16. The anniversary of the Restoration of the Republic in 1863 is celebrated as an official public holiday.

SCHENK de REGNIERS, BEATRICE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 16, 1914. Author who perfectly captured the emotions of the young, she was born at Lafayette, IN. Her books included May I Bring a Friend? and A Little House of Your Own, and she edited the poetry collection Sing a Song of Popcorn. Died at Washington, DC, Mar 1, 2000.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Diana Wynne Jones, 72, author (Dark Lord of Derkholm, The Chronicles of Chrestomanci), born London, England, Aug 16, 1934.

LL Cool J, 38, rap singer, born James Todd Smith, Queens, NY, Aug 16, 1968.

AUGUST 17 — THURSDAY

Day 229 — 136 Remaining

ARGENTINA: DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF SAN MARTÍN. Aug 17. National holiday. Commemorates the death in 1850 of the hero of the struggle for independence from Spain.

BALLOON CROSSING OF ATLANTIC OCEAN: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 17, 1978. Three Americans—Maxie Anderson, 44, Ben Abruzzo, 48, and Larry Newman, 31—all of Albuquerque, NM, became the first people to complete a transatlantic trip in a balloon. Starting from Presque Isle, ME, Aug 11, they traveled some 3,200 miles in 137 hours, 18 minutes, landing at Miserey, France (about 60 miles west of Paris), in their craft, named the Double Eagle II.

CROCKETT, DAVID “DAVY”: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 17, 1786. American frontiersman, adventurer and soldier, born at Hawkins County, TN. Died during final heroic defense of the Alamo, Mar 6, 1836, at San Antonio, TX. In his Autobiography (1834), Crockett wrote, “I leave this rule for others when I’m dead, be always sure you’re right—then go ahead.”

FORT SUMTER SHELLED BY NORTHERN FORCES:

ANNIVERSARY. Aug 17, 1863. In what would become a long siege, Union forces began shelling Fort Sumter at Charleston, SC. The site of the first shots fired during the Civil War, Sumter endured the siege for a year and a half before being returned to Union hands. For more info: The Firing on Fort Sumter: A Splintered Nation Goes to War, by Nancy Colbert (Morgan Reynolds, 1-883846-51-X, $19.95 Gr. 6 & up).

[image: Image]

FULTON SAILS STEAMBOAT: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 17, 1807. Robert Fulton began the first American steamboat trip between Albany and New York, NY, on a boat later called the Clermont. After years of promoting submarine warfare, Fulton engaged in a partnership with Robert R. Livingston, the US minister to France, allowing Fulton to design and construct a steamboat. His first success came in August 1803 when he launched a steam-powered vessel on the Seine. That same year the US Congress granted Livingston and Fulton exclusive rights to operate steamboats on New York waters during the next 20 years. The first Albany-to-New York trip took 32 hours to travel the 150-mile course. Although his efforts were labeled “Fulton’s Folly” by his detractors, his success allowed the partnership to begin commercial service the next year on Sept 4, 1808.

GABON: NATIONAL DAY. Aug 17. National holiday. Commemorates independence from France in 1960.

INDONESIA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 17. National holiday. Republic proclaimed in 1945. It was only after several years of fighting, however, that Indonesia was formally granted its independence by the Netherlands, Dec 27, 1949.

KENTUCKY STATE FAIR (WITH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP HORSE SHOW). Aug 17–27. Kentucky Fair and Expo Center, Louisville, KY. Held since 1904. Midway, concerts by nationally known artists and the World Championship Horse Show. Est attendance: 650,000. For info: Media Office, KY Fair and Expo Center, Box 37130, Louisville, KY 40233. Phone: (502) 367-5000 or (502) 367-5180. Web: www.kyfairexpo.org or www.kystatefair.org.

LEWIS AND CLARK BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL SIGNATURE EVENT: REUNION AT THE HOME OF SAKAKAWEA. Aug 17–20. New Town, ND. On Aug 12, 1806, Lewis and Clark reunited on the Missouri River near the present-day headquarters of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation. The expedition traveled on to the Knife River Hidatsa and Mandan villages and days later, bid farewell to their interpreters Sakakawea and Toussaint Charbonneau. On Aug 20, 1806, the expedition left what is now North Dakota. In August 2006, the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation of North Dakota will commemorate the return of the Corps of Discovery to their home-lands and the reunion of Sakakawea at Awatixa, her Hidatsa home. The major themes of this signature event will center on Sakakawea and her life before, during and after the expedition; the Missouri River and its impact on the lives of the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara and other tribes that hold this river sacred; tribal leadership and the political, social and ceremonial organization of tribes 200 years ago and today; tribal trade networks and international trade. This four-day event will feature scholarly symposia, re-enactments, dramatic presentations, an art exhibition and trade fair, indigenous games, land and water parades, singing and traditional dance competition and a fur trade rendezvous. For info: Claryca Mandan, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation, PO Box 610, New Town, ND 58763. Phone: (701) 627-2870. Fax: (701) 627-2873. Web: www.mhanation.com or www.lewisandclark200.org.
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AUGUST 17 SANDCASTLE DAY

Nearly every child who’s ever been to a beach has built a castle out of sand. These transient magical structures engage the imagination and challenge the sculptor’s skills. Inspire students by showing them pictures of magnificent examples, which can be found by doing an Internet search in an image search engine.

Teach students about the composition of sand, which varies depending on the location of the beach. Structure your lesson to feature the weathering process and geology. First introduce the basic rock types: granite, quartz, feldspar, slate, magnetite, hornblende, mica and others. Then, provide students with samples of sand and have them determine if there’s iron in the sand by using magnets. (It’s best to obtain sand that has iron in it to make this most interesting.) Provide magnifying glasses so students can better visualize the components of sand. Discuss the difference in composition between light sand (shell and coral fragments) and black sand (lava or basalt minerals).

Similar in beauty to castles made of sand, sand dunes are amazing natural features sculpted by winds and the underlying landscape. There are five basic types of dunes: crescentic, linear, star, dome and parabolic; some of these are more complex than others. The simple dunes are caused by winds that have been stable in their strength and direction since the formation of the dune, while the more complex dunes are created by varying winds. Check online sources for scores of pictures of various sand dunes.

The Great Pyramids are the grand, distant cousins of sand castles. These limestone monuments rising out of the Egyptian sands include one of the Seven Wonders of the World: the Great Pyramid of Giza—the monument to the Egyptian emperor Khufu. The Great Pyramid was built in 2690 B.C. It stands 450 feet tall with 755 feet on each side at a 51.5-degree angle. It is the largest stone structure on Earth. Discuss the geometry of the pyramids with students, the architecture of these enduring shapes and the history of the Seven Wonders of the World. All three pyramids contain a labyrinth of passages, which have inspired much speculation and mystery. They survived over the past 4,000 years because they were built on the limestone shelf just beyond the nearby moist delta, out of reach of the floodwaters—just as castles in the sand must be built out of reach of lake or ocean waters.

—Denise Frank



NEVADA STATE FAIR. Aug 17–20 (tentative). Reno Livestock Events Center, Reno, NV. State entertainment and carnival, with home arts, agriculture and commercial exhibits. Est attendance: 60,000. For info: Nevada State Fair, 1350-A N Wells Ave, Reno, NV 89512. Phone: (775) 688-5767. Fax: (775) 688-5763. E-mail: info@nvstatefair.com. Web: www.nvstatefair.com.

SANDCASTLE DAY. Aug 17. Making sandcastles at the beach is a time-honored family tradition. Today is a day to recognize this tradition and celebrate it at beaches everywhere! See Curriculum Connection. For info: David Benson, 13116 Frog Hollow Ct, Oak Hill, VA 20171. Phone: (703) 471-5784. E-mail: David.C.Benson @saic.com.

TURKISH EARTHQUAKE: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 17, 1999. An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.4 struck northwestern Turkey where 45 percent of the population lives. More than 17,000 people died and thousands more remained missing. Many of the deaths were due to the shoddy construction of apartment buildings. On Nov 12, 1999, a magnitude 7.2 earthquake struck Turkey, killing more than 800 people. Also in 1999 there were earthquakes in Greece (139 dead) and Taiwan (2,200 dead). For more info go to the National Earthquake Information Center: www.neic.cr.usgs.gov.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Norm Coleman, 57, US Senator (R, Minnesota), born Brooklyn, NY, Aug 17, 1949.

Christian Laettner, 37, basketball player, born Angola, NY, Aug 17, 1969.

Myra Cohn Livingston, 80, poet (Sky Songs, Space Songs), born Omaha, NE, Aug 17, 1926.

Donnie Wahlberg, 37, actor (Band of Brothers, “Boomtown”), singer (New Kids on the Block), born Boston, MA, Aug 17, 1969.

AUGUST 18 — FRIDAY

Day 230 — 135 Remaining

CLEMENTE, ROBERTO: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 18, 1934. National League baseball player, born at Carolina, Puerto Rico. Drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1954, he played his entire major league career with them. Clemente died in a plane crash Dec 31, 1972, while on a mission of mercy to Nicaragua to deliver supplies he had collected for survivors of an earthquake. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1973.

DARE, VIRGINIA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 18, 1587. Virginia Dare, the first child of English parents to be born in the New World, was born to Ellinor and Ananias Dare, at Roanoke Island, NC. When a ship arrived to replenish their supplies in 1591, the settlers (including Virginia Dare) had vanished, without leaving a trace of the settlement.

LEWIS, MERIWETHER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 18, 1774. American explorer (of Lewis and Clark expedition), born at Albemarle County, VA. Died Oct 11, 1809, near Nashville, TN. For more info: How We Crossed the West: The Adventures of Lewis & Clark, by Rosalyn Schanzer (National Geographic, 0-79-223738-2, $18 Gr. 3–7).

LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL WORLD SERIES. Aug 18–26. Williamsport, PA. Sixteen teams from the US and foreign countries compete for the World Championship. Est attendance: 315,000. For info: Little League Baseball HQ, Box 3485, Williamsport, PA 17701. Phone: (570) 326-1921. Web: www.littleleague.org.

MAIL-ORDER CATALOG: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 18, 1872. The first mail-order catalog was published by Montgomery Ward. It was only a single sheet of paper. By 1904, the Montgomery Ward catalog weighed four pounds. In 1985, Montgomery Ward closed its catalog business; in 2000, it announced it was closing its retail stores.

NINETEENTH AMENDMENT TO US CONSTITUTION RATIFIED: VOTES FOR WOMEN: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 18, 1920. The 19th Amendment extended the right to vote to women.

WESTERN IDAHO FAIR. Aug 18–27. Boise, ID. 109th annual. Largest fair in the state, including four stages of entertainment on the grounds with local and regional talent, seven nights of grandstand concerts, two days of Idaho Cowboy Association Rodeo finals, carnival midway, 70 food booths and a power equipment display. Est attendance: 254,000. For info: Western Idaho Fair, 5610 Glenwood, Boise, ID 83714. Phone: (208) 287-5650. Fax: (208) 375-9972. Web: www.idahofair.com.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Rosalynn Smith Carter, 79, former First Lady, wife of Jimmy Carter, 39th president of the US, born Plains, GA, Aug 18, 1927.

Mike Johanns, 56, US Secretary of Agriculture, former Governor of Nebraska (R), born Osage, IA, Aug 18, 1950.

Shannon Johnson, 32, basketball player, born Hartsville, SC, Aug 18, 1974.
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AUGUST 19 — SATURDAY

Day 231 — 134 Remaining

AFGHANISTAN: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 19. National day. Commemorates independence from British control over foreign affairs in 1919.

CLINTON, WILLIAM JEFFERSON: 60th BIRTHDAY. Aug 19, 1946. The 42nd president of the United States (1993–2001), born at Hope, AR. For info: www.ipl.org/ref/POTUS.

FARNSWORTH, PHILO: 100th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 19, 1906. Farnsworth was a television pioneer who conceived of the idea of television broadcasting while still in high school and realized his dream at 21. His first transmitted image was of a dollar sign. Farnsworth was born at Beaver, UT, and died on Mar 11, 1971, at Salt Lake City, UT. For more info: TV’s Forgotten Hero: The Story of Philo Farnsworth (Carolrhoda Books, 1-57505-017-X, $27.93 Gr. 4–7).

[image: Image] NATIONAL AVIATION DAY. Aug 19. Presidential Proclamation 2343, of July 25, 1939, covers all succeeding years. Always Aug 19 of each year since 1939. Observed annually on anniversary of birth of Orville Wright, who piloted “first self-powered flight in history” on Dec 17, 1903. First proclaimed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

SPACE MILESTONE: SPUTNIK 5 (USSR). Aug 19, 1960. Space menagerie satellite with dogs Belka and Strelka, mice, rats, houseflies and plants launched. These passengers became first living organisms recovered from orbit when the satellite returned safely to Earth the next day.

WRIGHT, ORVILLE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 19, 1871. Aviation pioneer (with his brother Wilbur), born at Dayton, OH, and died there Jan 30, 1948. See “Wright Brothers First Powered Flight: Anniversary” (Dec 17).
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BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Victor Ambrus, 71, author (The Three Poor Tailors), born Budapest, Hungary, Aug 19, 1935.

William Jefferson (Bill) Clinton, 60, 42nd president of the US (1993–2001), born Hope, AR, Aug 19, 1946.

John Stamos, 43, actor (“Full House”), born Cypress, CA, Aug 19, 1963.

AUGUST 20 — SUNDAY

Day 232 — 133 Remaining

BROWN, JEFF: 80th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 20, 1926. Born Richard Chester Brown at New York, NY, this author worked as a writer and editor in Hollywood and New York before becoming known for his book for beginning readers, Flat Stanley, published in 1964. Many sequels followed, including Stanley in Space, Invisible Stanley and Stanley and the Magic Lamp. His books have sold nearly a million copies. He died at New York, NY, Dec 1, 2003.

HARRISON, BENJAMIN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 20, 1833. The 23rd president of the US, born at North Bend, OH. He was the grandson of William Henry Harrison, 9th president of the US. His term of office, Mar 4, 1889–Mar 3, 1893, was preceded and followed by the presidential terms of Grover Cleveland (who thus became the 22nd and 24th president of the US). Harrison died at Indianapolis, IN, Mar 13, 1901. For info: www.ipl.org/ref/POTUS.

HUNGARY: ST. STEPHEN’S DAY. Aug 20. National holiday. Commemorates the canonization of St. Stephen in 1083. Under the Communists it was celebrated as Constitution Day.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Aug 20–24. Seoul, Republic of Korea. The 72nd annual conference. For info: IFLA, PO Box 95312, 2509 CH The Hague, Netherlands. E-mail: ifla@ifla .org. Web: www.ifla.org.

O’HIGGINS, BERNARDO: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 20, 1778. First ruler of Chile after its declaration of independence. Called the “Liberator of Chile.” Born at Chillan, Chile. Died at Lima, Peru, Oct 24, 1842.

SPACE MILESTONE: VOYAGER 2 (US). Aug 20, 1977. This unmanned spacecraft journeyed past Jupiter in 1979, Saturn in 1981, Uranus in 1986 and Neptune in 1989, sending photographs and data back to scientists on Earth.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Tara Dakides, 31, snowboarder, born Mission Viejo, CA, Aug 20, 1975.

Todd Helton, 33, baseball player, born Knoxville, TN, Aug 20, 1973.

Al Roker, 52, TV meteorologist (“Today Show”), born Brooklyn, NY, Aug 20, 1954.

AUGUST 21 — MONDAY

Day 233 — 132 Remaining

CHAMBERLAIN, WILT: 70th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 21, 1936. Basketball Hall of Fame center, born at Philadelphia, PA. Died Oct 12, 1999, at Los Angeles, CA.

HAWAII: ADMISSION DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 21, 1959. President Dwight Eisenhower signed a proclamation admitting Hawaii to the Union. The statehood bill had passed the previous March with a stipulation that statehood should be approved by a vote of Hawaiian residents. The referendum passed by a huge margin in June, and Eisenhower proclaimed Hawaii the 50th state, Aug 21. The third Friday in August is observed as a state holiday in Hawaii, commemorating statehood (Aug 18 in 2006).

ISRA AL MI’RAJ: ASCENT OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD. Aug 21. Islamic calendar date: Rajab 26, 1427. Begins at sunset on the previous day. Commemorates the journey of the Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to Jerusalem, his ascension into the Seven Heavens and his return on the same night. Muslims believe that on that night Muhammad prayed together with Abraham, Moses and Jesus in the area of the Al-Aqsa Mosque at Jerusalem. The rock from which he is believed to have ascended to heaven to speak with God is the one inside The Dome of the Rock. Different methods for “anticipating” the visibility of the new moon crescent at Mecca are used by different Muslim groups. US date may vary.

MONARCH BUTTERFLY FALL MIGRATION. Aug 21–Nov 7 (approximate). The monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) of North America begins an amazing migration of up to 3,000 miles in late August to escape the northern winter. Some 140 million insects travel to small forests in southern California (west of the Rocky Mountains) and Mexico (east of the Rockies, via central and coastal Texas) from as far as Minnesota and New England. In late spring, they will journey north again. Given that their life span is 4 to 6 weeks, the butterflies making the same annual migration are the grandchildren of the grandchildren of the butterflies that overwintered 10 months previously. For more information: www.monarchwatch.org and www.monarchlab.umn.edu (with resources for K–12 teachers).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Steve Case, 48, former president, America Online, born Honolulu, HI, Aug 21, 1958.

Sharon M. Draper, 58, author (Tears of a Tiger, Forged by Fire), born Cleveland, OH, Aug 21, 1948.

Akili Smith, 31, former football player, born San Diego, CA, Aug 21, 1975.

Arthur Yorinks, 53, author (Hey, Al), born Roslyn, NY, Aug 21, 1953.

AUGUST 22 — TUESDAY

Day 234 — 131 Remaining

BE AN ANGEL DAY. Aug 22. A day to do “one small act of service for someone. Be a blessing in someone’s life.” Annually, Aug 22. For info: Angel Heights Healing Center, Rev Jayne M. Howard-Feldman, PO Box 95, Upperco, MD 21155. Phone: (410) 833-6912. E-mail: earthangel4peace@aol.com. Web: earthangel4peace.com.

CAMEROON: VOLCANIC ERUPTION: 20th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 22, 1986. Deadly fumes from a presumed volcanic eruption under Lake Nios at Cameroon killed more than 1,500 persons. A similar occurrence two years earlier had killed 37 persons. For more info visit Volcano World: volcano.und.nodak.edu.

DEBUSSY, CLAUDE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 22, 1862. (Achille) Claude Debussy, French musician and composer, especially remembered for his impressionistic “tone poems,” was born at St. Germain-en-Laye, France. He died at Paris, France, Mar 25, 1918.

VIETNAM CONFLICT BEGINS: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 22, 1945. Less than a week after the Japanese surrender ended WWII, a team of Free French parachuted into southern Indochina in response to a successful coup by a Communist guerrilla named Ho Chi Minh in the French colony.
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BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Ray Bradbury, 86, author (Dandelion Wine, Fahrenheit 451, Something Wicked This Way Comes), born Waukegan, IL, Aug 22, 1920.

Howie Dorough, 33, singer (Backstreet Boys), born Orlando, FL, Aug 22, 1973.

Will Hobbs, 59, author (Downriver, Far North), born Pittsburgh, PA, Aug 22, 1947.

Paul Molitor, 50, Hall of Fame baseball player, born St. Paul, MN, Aug 22, 1956.

AUGUST 23 — WEDNESDAY

Day 235 — 130 Remaining

FIRST MAN-POWERED FLIGHT: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 23, 1977. At Schafter, CA, Bryan Allen pedaled the 70-lb Gossamer Condor for a mile at a “minimal altitude of two pylons” in a flight certified by the Royal Aeronautical Society of Britain, winning a £50,000 prize offered by British industrialist Henry Kremer.

MICHIGAN STATE FAIR. Aug 23–Sept 4. State Fairgrounds, Detroit, MI. 101st annual fair. Est attendance: 450,000. For info: State of Michigan, Dept of Agriculture, State Fairgrounds, Eight Mile Rd and Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 48203. Phone: (313) 369-8250. Fax: (313) 369-8410. Web: www.michiganstatefair.com.

MOON PHASE: NEW MOON. Aug 23. Moon enters New Moon phase at 3:10 PM, EDT.

PERRY, OLIVER HAZARD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 23, 1785. American naval hero, born at South Kingston, RI. Died Aug 23, 1819, at sea. Best remembered is his announcement of victory at the Battle of Lake Erie, Sept 10, 1813, during the War of 1812: “We have met the enemy, and they are ours.”

VIRGO, THE VIRGIN. Aug 23–Sept 22. In the astronomical/astrological zodiac, which divides the sun’s apparent orbit into 12 segments, the period Aug 23–Sept 22 is identified, traditionally, as the sun sign of Virgo, the Virgin. The ruling planet is Mercury.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Kobe Bryant, 28, basketball player, born Philadelphia, PA, Aug 23, 1978.

Natalie Coughlin, 24, Olympic gold medal swimmer, born Concord, CA, Aug 23, 1982.

Rik Smits, 40, former basketball player, born Eindhoven, The Netherlands, Aug 23, 1966.
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AUGUST 24 — THURSDAY

Day 236 — 129 Remaining

ALASKA STATE FAIR. Aug 24–Sept 4. Palmer, AK. Cows and critters, music and dancing, rides, excitement and family fun at the state’s largest summer extravaganza. See 100-lb cabbages, native art and more than 500 events including demonstrations, high-caliber entertainment, rodeos, horse shows, crafts and agricultural exhibits. Est attendance: 300,000. For info: Alaska State Fair, Inc, 2075 Glenn Hwy, Palmer, AK 99645. Phone: (907) 745-4827 or (800) 850-FAIR. Fax: (907) 746-2699. Web: www.alaskastatefair.org.

HURRICANE ANDREW HITS AMERICAN COAST: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 24, 1992. Hurricane Andrew hit the coast at Homestead Air Force Base in southern Florida. Winds averaged 145 MPH, with gusts of up to 175 MPH. Fifteen people were killed. In its wake, Andrew left destruction totaling $26.5 billion, making it the third most costly weather disaster in US history. For more info about hurricanes: www.fema.gov/kids/hurr.htm. For more info about Andrew: www.nhc.noaa.gov/1992andrew.html.

LIBERIA: FLAG DAY. Aug 24. National holiday.

MINNESOTA STATE FAIR. Aug 24–Sept 4. St. Paul, MN. Twelve days of fun ending on Labor Day. Major entertainers, agricultural displays, arts, crafts, food, carnival rides, animal judging and performances. Est attendance: 1,700,000. For info: Minnesota State Fair, 1265 Snelling Ave N, St. Paul, MN 55108-3099. Phone: (651) 288-4400. E-mail: fairinfo@mnstatefair.org. Web: www.mnstatefair.org.

NEW YORK STATE FAIR. Aug 24–Sept 4. Syracuse, NY. Agricultural and livestock competitions, top-name entertainment, the International Horse Show, business and industrial exhibits, the midway and ethnic presentations. Est attendance: 1,000,000. For info: Joseph LaGuardia, Dir of Mktg, NY State Fair, 581 State Fair Blvd, Syracuse, NY 13209. Phone: (315) 487-7711 or (800) 475-FAIR. Fax: (315) 487-9260. E-mail: nysfair@nysfair.org. Web: www.nysfair.org.

UKRAINE: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 24. National day. Commemorates independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

VESUVIUS ERUPTION DESTROYS POMPEII: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 24, AD 79. Anniversary of the eruption of Vesuvius, an active volcano in southern Italy, which destroyed the Roman cities of Pompeii, Stabiae and Herculaneum. Pliny the Younger, who escaped the disaster, wrote of it to the historian Tacitus: “[B]lack and horrible clouds, broken by sinuous shapes of flaming winds, were opening with long tongues of fire . . .” For more info: In Search of Pompeii (Peter Bedrick, 0-87226-545-5, $18.95 Gr. 5 & up) or visit Volcano World: volcano.und.nodak.edu.

WARNER WEATHER QUOTATION: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 24, 1897. Charles Dudley Warner, American newspaper editor for the Hartford Courant, published this now-famous and oft-quoted sentence, “Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it.” The quotation is often mistakenly attributedto his friend and colleague Mark Twain. Warner and Twain were part of the most notable American literary circle during the late 19th century. Warner was a journalist, essayist, novelist, biographer and author who collaborated with Mark Twain in writing The Gilded Age in 1873.
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WASHINGTON, DC: INVASION ANNIVERSARY. Aug 24–25, 1814. During the War of 1812, British forces briefly invaded and raided Washington, DC, burning the Capitol, the president’s house and most other public buildings. President James Madison and other high US government officials fled to safety until British troops (not knowing the strength of their position) departed the city two days later.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Kenny Guinn, 70, Governor of Nevada (R), born Garland, AR, Aug 24, 1936.

Mike Huckabee, 51, Governor of Arkansas (R), born Hope, AR, Aug 24, 1955.

Joe Manchin III, 59, Governor of West Virginia (D), born Farmington, WV, Aug 24, 1947.

Reginald (Reggie) Miller, 41, basketball player, born Riverside, CA, Aug 24, 1965.

Calvin Edward (Cal) Ripken, Jr, 46, former baseball player, born Havre de Grace, MD, Aug 24, 1960.

Tim Salmon, 38, baseball player, born Long Beach, CA, Aug 24, 1968.

Merlin Tuttle, 65, scientist who works with bats, author (Bats for Kids), born Honolulu, HI, Aug 24, 1941.
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AUGUST 25 — FRIDAY

Day 237 — 128 Remaining

BE KIND TO HUMANKIND WEEK. Aug 25–31. 18th annual observance. All of the negative news that you read about in the paper each day and hear on your local news station is disheartening—but the truth is the positive stories outweigh the negative stories by a long shot! We just don’t hear about them as often. Take heart . . . most people are caring individuals. Show you care by being kind. For info: Lorraine Jara, 9040 Peach Mountain Ln, Dexter, MI 48130. Phone: (734) 426-7506. E-mail: Lorraine@cjara .com.

BERNSTEIN, LEONARD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 25, 1918. American conductor and composer, born at Lawrence, MA. One of the greatest conductors in American music history, he first conducted the New York Philharmonic Orchestra at age 25 and was its director from 1959 to 1969. His musicals include West Side Story and On the Town, and his operas and operettas include Candide. He died Oct 14, 1990, at New York, NY, five days after his retirement.

COLORADO STATE FAIR. Aug 25–Sept 4. State Fairgrounds, Pueblo, CO. One of the nation’s oldest western fairs, it is also Colorado’s largest single event. Family fun, top-name entertainment, lots of food and festivities. Est attendance: 650,000. For info: Colorado State Fair, 1001 Beulah Ave, Pueblo, CO 81004. Phone: (719) 561-8484 or (800) 876-4567. E-mail: info@coloradostatefair.com. Web: www.coloradostatefair.com.

GIBSON, ALTHEA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 25, 1927. Born at Silver, SC, Althea Gibson learned paddle tennis by chance as a child when her block of West 143rd St in New York was designated as a Police Athletic League play street. She overcame great financial and social adversity, eventually winning 10 consecutive national titles in the American Tennis Association, a league for black players. On Aug 28, 1950, she became the first black player to compete in the national tennis championship at Forest Hills, NY. A few years later, she became the first black woman to win the singles championship at Wimbledon. In her prime, she was ranked as high as 7th in the US, winning titles at the French Open, Wimbledon and US Nationals at Forest Hills. She died at East Orange, NJ, Sept 28, 2003.

KELLY, WALT: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 25, 1913. American cartoonist and creator of the comic strip “Pogo” was born at Philadelphia, PA. It was Kelly’s character Pogo who paraphrased Oliver Hazard Perry to say, “We has met the enemy, and it is us.” Kelly died at Hollywood, CA, Oct 18, 1973. See also: “Perry, Oliver Hazard: Birth Anniversary” (Aug 23).

MARYLAND STATE FAIR. Aug 25–Sept 4. Timonium, MD. Home arts, agricultural and livestock presentations, midway rides, live entertainment and thoroughbred horse racing. Est attendance: 500,000. For info: Maryland State Fair, Publicity Dept, State Fairgrounds, PO Box 188, Timonium, MD 21094. Phone: (410) 252-0200. E-mail: msfair@msn.com. Web: www.marylandstatefair.com.

OREGON STATE FAIR. Aug 25–Sept 4. Salem, OR. Exhibits, products and displays illustrate Oregon’s role as one of the nation’s major agricultural and recreational states. Floral gardens, carnival, big-name entertainment, horse show and food. Est attendance: 400,000. For info: Oregon State Fair, 2330 17th St NE, Salem, OR 97303-3201. Phone: (503) 947-3247. Web: www.oregonstatefair.org.

PARIS LIBERATED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 25, 1944. As dawn broke, the men of the 2nd French Armored Division entered Paris, ending the long German occupation of the City of Light in WWII. That afternoon General Charles de Gaulle led a parade down the Champs Elysées. Though Hitler had ordered the destruction of Paris, German occupying-officer General Dietrich von Choltitz refused that order and instead surrendered to French Major General Jacques Le Clerc.

URUGUAY: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 25. National holiday. Gained independence from Brazil in 1828.

THE WIZARD OF OZ FIRST RELEASED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 25, 1939. This film classic, based on the book by L. Frank Baum, featured Dorothy and her dog Toto. The two were swept into a tornado and landed in a fictional place called Munchkinland. To get home she must go and see the Wizard of Oz and on the way meets the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion. The cast included Judy Garland as Dorothy, Frank Morgan as the Wizard, Ray Bolger as the Scarecrow, Bert Lahr as the Lion, Jack Haley as the Tin Man and Margaret Hamilton as the Wicked Witch of the West.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Albert Belle, 40, former baseball player, born Shreveport, LA, Aug 25, 1966.

Marvin Harrison, 34, football player, born Philadelphia, PA, Aug 25, 1972.

Kel Mitchell, 28, actor (“All That,” “Kenan & Kel”), born Chicago, IL, Aug 25, 1978.

Lane Smith, 47, author, illustrator (Caldecott Honor for The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales; The Happy Hocky Family), born Tulsa, OK, Aug 25, 1959.

Virginia Euwer Wolff, 69, author (Make Lemonade, National Book Award for True Believer), born Portland, OR, Aug 25, 1937.

AUGUST 26 — SATURDAY

Day 238 — 127 Remaining

De FOREST, LEE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 26, 1873. American inventor of the electron tube, radio knife for surgery and the photoelectric cell and a pioneer in the creation of talking pictures and television. Born at Council Bluffs, IA, De Forest was holder of hundreds of patents but perhaps best remembered by the moniker he gave himself in the title of his autobiography, Father of Radio, published in 1950. So unbelievable was the idea of wireless radio broadcasting that De Forest was accused of fraud and arrested for selling stock to underwrite the invention that later was to become an essential part of daily life. De Forest died at Hollywood, CA, June 30, 1961.

FIRST BASEBALL GAMES TELEVISED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 26, 1939. WXBS television, at New York City, broadcast the first major league baseball games—a doubleheader between the Cincinnati Reds and the Brooklyn Dodgers at Ebbets Field. Announcer Red Barber interviewed Leo Durocher, manager of the Dodgers, and William McKechnie, manager of the Reds, between games.

KRAKATOA ERUPTION: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 26, 1883. Anniversary of the biggest explosion in historic times. The eruption of the Indonesian volcanic island Krakatoa (Krakatau) was heard 3,000 miles away, created tidal waves 120 ft high (killing 36,000 persons), hurled five cubic miles of earth fragments into the air (some to a height of 50 miles) and affected the oceans and the atmosphere for years.

MONTGOLFIER, JOSEPH MICHEL: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 26, 1740. French merchant and inventor, born at Annonay, France, who, with his brother Jacques Etienne in November 1782, conducted experiments with paper and fabric bags filled with smoke and hot air that led to the invention of the hot-air balloon and man’s first flight. Died at Balaruc-les-Bains, France, June 26, 1810. See also: “Montgolfier, Jacques Etienne: Birth Anniversary” (Jan 7), “First Balloon Flight: Anniversary” (June 5) and “Aviation History Month” (Nov 1).

NAMIBIA: HEROES’ DAY. Aug 26. National holiday. Commemorates the beginning of the struggle for independence in 1966.

NATIONAL DOG DAY. Aug 26. More people have dogs for pets than any other animal in the country. Why? Because they are loving and loyal companions. They treat us better than we treat each other. Here is one day to recognize and honor them for their love, loyalty and lifesaving skills. Annually, Aug 26. For info: National Dog Day Foundation, PO Box 1364, Port Townsend, WA 98368. Phone: (206) 284-2676. E-mail: info@nationaldogday.com. Web: www.nationaldogday.com.

NEBRASKA STATE FAIR. Aug 26–Sept 4 (tentative). Lincoln, NE. Food booths, variety of entertainment, amusement rides, concerts, livestock shows and tractor pulls. Est attendance: 300,000. For info: Nebraska State Fair, PO Box 81223, Lincoln, NE 68501. Phone: (402) 474-5371. Fax: (402) 473-4114. E-mail: nestatefair @statefair.org. Web: www.statefair.org.

PHILIPPINES: NATIONAL HEROES’ DAY. Aug 26. National holiday. Commemorates the 1896 start of the revolution for independence from Spain.

SABIN, ALBERT BRUCE: 100th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 26, 1906. American medical researcher, born at Bialystok, Poland. He is most noted for his oral vaccine for polio, which replaced Jonas Salk’s injected vaccine because Sabin’s provided lifetime protection. He was awarded the US National Medal of Science in 1971. Sabin died Mar 3, 1993, at Washington, DC.

 [image: Image] WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY. Aug 26. Presidential Proclamation issued in 1973 and 1974 at request and since 1975 without request.

WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY. Aug 26. Anniversary of certification as part of US Constitution, in 1920, of the 19th Amendment, prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex with regard to voting. Congresswoman Bella Abzug’s bill to designate Aug 26 of each year as “Women’s Equality Day” in August 1974 became Public Law 93–382.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Patricia Beatty, 84, author (Charley Skedaddle; Turn Homeward, Hannalee), born Portland, OR, Aug 26, 1922.

Macaulay Culkin, 26, actor (Home Alone, My Girl), born New York, NY, Aug 26, 1980.

Jamal Lewis, 27, football player, born Atlanta, GA, Aug 26, 1979.

AUGUST 27 — SUNDAY

Day 239 — 126 Remaining

DAWES, CHARLES GATES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1865. The 30th vice president of the US (1925–29), born at Marietta, OH. Won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1925 for the “Dawes Plan” for German reparations following WWI. Died at Evanston, IL, Apr 23, 1951.

FIRST COMMERCIAL OIL WELL: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1859. W.A. “Uncle Billy” Smith discovered oil in a shaft being sunk by Colonel E.L. Drake at Titusville, in western Pennsylvania. Drilling had reached 69 feet, 6 inches when Smith saw a dark film floating on the water below the derrick floor. Soon 20 barrels of crude were being pumped each day. At first, oil was refined into kerosene and used for lighting in place of whale oil. Only later was it refined into gasoline for cars. The first gas station opened in 1907.

FIRST PLAY PRESENTED IN NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1655. Acomac, VA, was the site of the first play presented in the North American colonies. The play was Ye Bare and Ye Cubb, by Phillip Alexander Bruce. Three local residents were arrested and fined for acting in the play. At the time, most colonies had laws prohibiting public performances; Virginia, however, had no such ordinance.

HAMLIN, HANNIBAL: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1809. The 15th vice president of the US (1861–65), born at Paris, ME. Died at Bangor, ME, July 4, 1891.

JOHNSON, LYNDON BAINES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1908. The 36th president of the US succeeded to the presidency following the assassination of John F. Kennedy and then was elected to one term on his own. Johnson’s term of office: Nov 22, 1963–Jan 20, 1969. In 1964, he said: “The challenge of the next half-century is whether we have the wisdom to use [our] wealth to enrich and elevate our national life—and to advance the quality of American civilization.” Johnson was born near Stonewall, TX, and died at San Antonio, TX, Jan 22, 1973. For info: www.ipl.org/ref/POTUS.

MOLDOVA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Aug 27. Republic of Moldova declared its independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.
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MOTHER TERESA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 27, 1910. Albanian Roman Catholic nun, born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu at Skopje, Macedonia. She founded the Order of the Missionaries of Charity, which cared for the destitute of Calcutta, India. She won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. She died at Calcutta, Sept 5, 1997.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Suzy Kline, 63, author (the Horrible Harry series), born Berkeley, CA, Aug 27, 1943.

Carlos Moya, 30, tennis player, born Palma de Mallorca, Spain, Aug 27, 1976.

Ann Rinaldi, 72, author (Time Enough for Drums, A Stitch in Time), born New York, NY, Aug 27, 1934.

Suzanne Fisher Staples, 61, author (Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind, Haveli), born Philadelphia, PA, Aug 27, 1945.

Sarah Stewart, 68, author (The Library, The Gardener), born Corpus Christi, TX, Aug 27, 1938.

[image: Image]

AUGUST 28 — MONDAY

Day 240 — 125 Remaining

DUVOISIN, ROGER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1904. Author and illustrator, born at Geneva, Switzerland. His drawings made Alvin Tresselt’s White Snow, Bright Snow and Hide and Seek Fog unforgettable, and Petunia, which he wrote and illustrated, is considered a classic. He died at Morristown, NJ, June 30, 1980.

FEAST OF SAINT AUGUSTINE. Aug 28. Bishop of Hippo, author of Confessions and The City of God, born Nov 13, 354, at Tagaste, in what is now Algeria. Died Aug 28, 430, at Hippo, also in North Africa.

FIRST RADIO COMMERCIAL: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1922. Broadcasters realized radio could earn profits from the sale of advertising time. WEAF in New York ran a commercial “spot,” which was sponsored by the Queensboro Realty Corporation of Jackson Heights to promote Hawthorne Court, a group of apartment buildings at Queens. The commercial rate was $100 for 10 minutes.

HAYES, LUCY WARE WEBB: 175th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1831. Wife of Rutherford Birchard Hayes, 19th president of the US, born at Chillicothe, OH. Died at Fremont, OH, June 25, 1889. She was nicknamed “Lemonade Lucy” because she and the president, both abstainers, served no alcoholic beverages at White House receptions.

HONG KONG: LIBERATION DAY. Aug 28. Public holiday to celebrate liberation from the Japanese in 1945 at the end of WWII. Annually, the last Monday in August.

MARCH ON WASHINGTON: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1963. More than 250,000 people attended this Civil Rights rally at Washington, DC, at which Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, made his famous “I have a dream” speech. For the text of his speech: I Have a Dream, by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr (Scholastic, 0-590-20516-1, $16.95 All ages). An audio version of Dr. King’s speech is available at www.historychannel.com/speech/index.html. For more info on the march: Martin Luther King, Jr, and the March on Washington, by Frances E. Ruffin (Grosset & Dunlap, 0-448-42424-X, $13.89 Gr. 1–3).

PETERSON, ROGER TORY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1908. Naturalist, author of A Field Guide to Birds, born at Jamestown, NY. Peterson died at Old Lyme, CT, July 28, 1996.

SETON, ELIZABETH ANN BAYLEY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1774. First American-born saint was born at New York, NY. Seton died Jan 4, 1821, at Emmitsburg, MD. The founder of the American Sisters of Charity, the first American order of Roman Catholic nuns, she was canonized in 1975.

TILL, EMMETT: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 28, 1955. Emmett Till, a 14-year-old African-American teenager from Chicago visiting relatives in Money, MS, was murdered on this date by a group of white men angry at Till’s reported flirtation with a white woman. The Till murder and the acquittal of two of the men involved brought the nation’s attention to racial tensions in the South and helped spark civil rights protests later that year—most famously, Rosa Parks’s refusal to give up her seat to a white man on a municipal bus in Montgomery, AL, in December of that year. In 2005, the Till murder case was reopened and new evidence sought.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Jack Black, 37, actor (The School of Rock, King Kong), born Hermosa Beach, CA, Aug 28, 1969.

Mamadou Diallo, 35, soccer player, born Dakar, Senegal, Aug 28, 1971.

Michael Galeota, 22, actor (Can’t Be Heaven, Clubhouse Detectives), born Long Island, NY, Aug 28, 1984.

Scott Hamilton, 48, Olympic gold medal figure skater, born Toledo, OH, Aug 28, 1958.

J. Brian Pinkney, 45, illustrator (Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra; The Dark Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural; Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King), born Boston, MA, Aug 28, 1961.

LeAnn Rimes, 24, singer, born Jackson, MS, Aug 28, 1982.

Allen Say, 69, illustrator and author (How My Parents Learned to Eat, Stranger in the Mirror, Caldecott Medal for Grandfather’s Journey), born Yokohama, Japan, Aug 28, 1937.

Tasha Tudor, 91, illustrator (A Little Princess, A Child’s Garden of Verses), author (Corgiville Fair), born Starling Burgess at Boston, MA, Aug 28, 1915.
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AUGUST 29 — TUESDAY

Day 241 — 124 Remaining

“ACCORDING TO HOYLE” DAY (EDMOND HOYLE DEATH ANNIVERSARY). Aug 29, 1769. A day to remember Edmond Hoyle and a day for fun and games according to the rules. He is believed to have studied law. For many years he lived at London, England, and gave instructions in the playing of games. His “Short Treatise” on the game of whist (published in 1742) became a model guide to the rules of the game. Hoyle’s name became synonymous with the idea of correct play according to the rules, and the phrase “according to Hoyle” became a part of the English language. Hoyle was born about 1672, at London and died there.

AMISTAD SEIZED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 29, 1839. In January 1839, 53 Africans were seized near modern-day Sierra Leone, taken to Cuba and sold as slaves. While being transferred to another part of the island on the ship Amistad, led by the African Cinque, they seized control of the ship, telling the crew to take them back to Africa. However, the crew secretly changed course and the ship landed at Long Island, NY, where it and its “cargo” were seized as salvage. The Amistad was towed to New Haven, CT, where the Africans were imprisoned and a lengthy legal battle began to determine if they were property to be returned to Cuba or free men. John Quincy Adams took their case all the way to the Supreme Court, where on Mar 9, 1841, it was determined that they were free and could return to Africa. For more info: Amistad: A Long Road to Freedom, by Walter Dean Myers (Dutton, 0-525-45970-7, $16.99 Gr. 7 & up) or Freedom’s Sons: The True Story of the Amistad Mutiny, by Suzanne Jurmain (Lothrop, 0-688-11072-X, $15 Gr. 4–8). A replica of the Amistad was built at the Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic, CT (amistad.mysticseaport.org). For more info on the trial: www.umkc.edu/FamousTrials.

HURRICANE KATRINA STRIKES GULF COAST: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 29, 2005. After hitting the southern Florida coast on Aug 25, Hurricane Katrina moved into the Gulf of Mexico and grew into one of the most devastating hurricanes in US history. On this date, as a Category 3 storm, it struck Buras, LA, and surrounding areas, destroying communities up and down the Gulf Coast. Levees in New Orleans were breached, and within two days more than 80 percent of the city lay under water, trapping tens of thousands of people. The death toll in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida was more than 1,300, with more than 1,000 fatalities coming in Louisiana. Thousands remained missing at the end of 2005. The estimated 1 million people evacuated before and after the storm accounted for the largest movement of people in the US since the Great Depression and the Civil War. And with $100 to $200 billion in damage over 90,000 square miles, Hurricane Katrina was the most expensive natural disaster in US history.

PARKER, CHARLIE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 29, 1920. Jazz saxophonist Charlie Parker was born at Kansas City, KS. He earned the nickname “Yardbird” (later “Bird”) from his habit of sitting in the backyard of speakeasies, fingering his saxophone. His career as a jazz saxophonist took him from jam sessions in Kansas City to New York, where he met Dizzy Gillespie and others who were creating a style of music that would become known as bop or bebop. He struggled throughout his career with schizophrenia and drug addictions, and died at Rochester, NY, Mar 12, 1955. For more info: Charlie Parker Played Be Bop, by Chris Raschka (Orchard, 0-531-05999-5, $15.95 Gr. K–1).

SHAYS REBELLION: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 29, 1786. Daniel Shays, veteran of the battles of Lexington, Bunker Hill, Ticonderoga and Saratoga, was one of the leaders of more than 1,000 rebels who sought redress of grievances during the depression days of 1786–87. They prevented general court sessions and they prevented Supreme Court sessions at Springfield, MA, Sept 26. On Jan 25, 1787, they attacked the federal arsenal at Springfield; Feb 2, Shays’s troops were routed and fled. Shays was sentenced to death but pardoned June 13, 1788. Later he received a small pension for services in the American Revolution.

SLOVAKIA: NATIONAL UPRISING DAY. Aug 29. National holiday. Commemorates the beginning of the 1944 resistance to Nazi occupation during WWII.

SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY SUSPENDED: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 29, 1991. The Supreme Soviet, the parliament of the USSR, suspended all activities of the Communist Party, seizing its property and bringing to an end the institution that ruled the Soviet Union for nearly 75 years. The action followed an unsuccessful coup Aug 19–21 that sought to overthrow the government of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev but instead prompted a sweeping wave of democratic change. Gorbachev quit as party leader Aug 24.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Karen Hesse, 54, author (The Music of Dolphins, Letters from Rifka, Newbery for Out of the Dust), born Baltimore, MD, Aug 29, 1952.

Michael Jackson, 48, singer, songwriter (“We Are the World,” Bad, Thriller, Beat It), born Gary, IN, Aug 29, 1958.

Pablo Mastroeni, 30, soccer player, born Mendoza, Argentina, Aug 29, 1976.

John McCain III, 70, US Senator (R, Arizona), born at US naval base in the Panama Canal Zone, Aug 29, 1936.

Roy Oswalt, 29, baseball player, born Weir, MS, Aug 29, 1977.

AUGUST 30 — WEDNESDAY

Day 242 — 123 Remaining

ARTHUR, ELLEN LEWIS HERNDON: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1837. Wife of Chester Alan Arthur, 21st president of the US, born at Fredericksburg, VA. Died at New York, NY, Jan 12, 1880.

BURTON, VIRGINIA LEE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1909. Author and illustrator, born at Newton Centre, MA. Her book The Little House won the Caldecott Medal in 1942. Other works include Choo, Choo and Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel. Burton died at Boston, MA, Oct 15, 1968.

FIRST WHITE HOUSE PRESIDENTIAL BABY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1893. Frances Folsom Cleveland (Mrs Grover Cleveland) was the first presidential wife to have a baby at the White House when she gave birth to a baby girl (Esther). The first child ever born in the White House was a granddaughter to Thomas Jefferson in 1806.

PERU: SAINT ROSE OF LIMA DAY. Aug 30. Saint Rose of Lima was the first saint of the western hemisphere. She lived at the time of the colonization by Spain in the 16th century. Patron saint of the Americas and the Philippines. Public holiday in Peru.

RUTHERFORD, ERNEST: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1871. Physicist, born at Nelson, New Zealand. He established the nuclear nature of the atom, the electrical structure of matter and achieved the transmutation of elements, research that later resulted in the atomic bomb. Rutherford died at Cambridge, England, Oct 19, 1937.
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SHELLEY, MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1797. English novelist Mary Shelley, daughter of the philosopher William Godwin and the feminist Mary Wollstonecraft and wife of the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, was born at London and died there Feb 1, 1851. In addition to being the author of the famous novel Frankenstein, Shelley is important in literary history for her role in the editing and publishing of her husband’s unpublished work after his early death.
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SPACE MILESTONE: DISCOVERY (US). Aug 30, 1984. Space shuttle Discovery was launched from Kennedy Space Center, FL, for its maiden flight with a six-member crew. During the flight the crew deployed three satellites and used a robot arm before landing at Edwards Air Force Base, CA, Sept 5.

SPAIN: LA TOMATINA. Aug 30. Buñol (near Valencia). The world’s biggest food fight takes place today as 35,000 revelers hurl 120 tons of tomatoes at each other (and the town) for 2 hours. La Tomatina (“Tomato Festival”) occurs annually the last Wednesday of August. Festivities kick off with a competition to see who can reach a ham at the top of a greased pole. With the ham secured, the trucks arrive with tomatoes.

SUPERCROC DISCOVERED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 2000. A 40-ft dinosaur crocodile fossil, Sarcosuchus imperator, was discovered in the Sahara Desert in Niger in West Africa by a team led by paleontologist Paul Sereno. This croc wasn’t new to science —some of its teeth and vertebrae had been discovered earlier— but Sereno’s team found about 50 percent of the skeleton, including the entire six-ft long skull. The croc is estimated to have weighed 10 tons. SuperCroc lived 110 million years ago. For more info: www.supercroc.org.

TURKEY: VICTORY DAY. Aug 30. Commemorates victory in War of Independence in 1922. Military parades, performing of the Mehtar band (the world’s oldest military band), fireworks.

WILKINS, ROY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 30, 1901. Roy Wilkins, grandson of a Mississippi slave, civil rights leader, active in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), retired as its executive director in 1977. Born at St. Louis, MO, he died at New York, NY, Sept 8, 1981.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Helen Craig, 72, illustrator (the Angelina Ballerina series, This Is the Bear), born London, England, Aug 30, 1934.

Donald Crews, 68, author, illustrator (Bigmama’s, Freight Train), born Newark, NJ, Aug 30, 1938.

Cameron Diaz, 34, actress (Shrek, Charlie’s Angels), born San Diego, CA, Aug 30, 1972.

Andy Roddick, 24, tennis player, born Omaha, NE, Aug 30, 1982.
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AUGUST 31 — THURSDAY

Day 243 — 122 Remaining

CANADA: KLONDIKE ELDORADO GOLD DISCOVERY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31, 1896. Two weeks after the Rabbit/Bonanza Creek claim was filed, gold was discovered on Eldorado Creek, a tributary of Bonanza. More than $30 million worth of gold (worth some $600–$700 million in today’s dollars) was mined from the Eldorado Claim in 1896. For more info: Gold Rush Fever: A Story of the Klondike, by Barbara Greenwood (Kids Can, 1-55074-852-1, $18.95 Gr. 4–7).

KAZAKHSTAN: CONSTITUTION DAY. Aug 31. National holiday. Commemorates the constitution of 1995.

KYRGYZSTAN: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31. National holiday. Commemorates independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

MALAYSIA: FREEDOM DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31. National holiday. Merdeka (Freedom) Day commemorates independence from Britain in 1957.

MOLDOVA: NATIONAL LANGUAGE DAY. Aug 31. National holiday. Commemorates the 1991 replacement of the Cyrillic alphabet with the Roman alphabet.

MONTESSORI, MARIA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31, 1870. Physician and educator, born at Chiaraville, Italy. Founder of the Montessori method of teaching children. She believed that children need to work at tasks that interest them and if given the right materials and tasks, they learn best through individual attention. Montessori died at Noordwijk, Holland, May 6, 1952.

MOON PHASE: FIRST QUARTER. Aug 31. Moon enters First Quarter phase at 6:57 PM, EDT.

POLAND: SOLIDARITY FOUNDED: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31, 1980. The Polish trade union Solidarity was formed at the Baltic Sea port of Gdansk. Outlawed by the government, many of its leaders were arrested. Led by Lech Walesa, Solidarity persisted in its opposition to the Communist-controlled government, and on Aug 19, 1989, Polish president Wojcieck Jaruzelski astonished the world by nominating for the post of prime minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, a deputy in the Polish Assembly, 1961–72, and editor-in-chief of Solidarity’s weekly newspaper, bringing to an end 42 years of Communist Party domination.

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR. Aug 31–Sept 4. Huron, SD. Grandstand entertainment nightly, two free stages with multiple shows daily, hundreds of commercial exhibits and thousands of livestock exhibits. One of the largest agricultural fairs in the US. Est attendance: 110,000. For info: South Dakota State Fair, PO Box 1275, Huron, SD 57350-1275. Phone: (605) 353-7340. Fax: (605) 353-7348. Web: www.sdstatefair.com.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: INDEPENDENCE DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Aug 31. National holiday. Became an independent nation within the British Commonwealth in 1962. Trinidad became a republic Sept 24, 1976.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Jennifer Azzi, 38, former basketball player, born Oak Ridge, TN, Aug 31, 1968.

Ian Crocker, 24, Olympic gold medal swimmer, born Portland, ME, Aug 31, 1982.

Edwin Corley Moses, 51, Olympic gold medal track athlete, born Dayton, OH, Aug 31, 1955.

Hideo Nomo, 38, baseball player, born Osaka, Japan, Aug 31, 1968.

Kenneth Oppel, 39, author (Silverwing, Firewing), born Port Albernia, BC, Canada, Aug 31, 1967.

Itzhak Perlman, 61, violinist, born Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug 31, 1945.


September
2006

SEPTEMBER 1 — FRIDAY

Day 244 — 121 Remaining

BACKPACK SAFETY AMERICA MONTH. Sept 1–30. Thousands of school-age children are straining in pain under backpacks that are too heavy for their growing bodies. Backpack Safety America Month was founded to educate and remind students, parents and teachers about the safe and proper ways to choose, pack, lift and carry a backpack. For info: Backpack Safety America, c/o John Carroll, PO Box 2430, Mt Pleasant, SC 29465. Phone: (800) 672-4277. Fax: (843) 881-6746. E-mail: info@backpacksafe .com. Web: www.backpacksafe.com.

BRAZIL: INDEPENDENCE WEEK. Sept 1–7. The independence of Brazil from Portugal in 1822 is commemorated with civic and cultural ceremonies promoted by federal, state and municipal authorities. On Sept 7, a grand military parade takes place and the National Defense League organizes the Running Race in Honor of the Symbolic Torch of the Brazilian Nation.

BURROUGHS, EDGAR RICE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1875. US novelist (Tarzan of the Apes), born at Chicago, IL. Correspondent for the Los Angeles Times, he died at Encino, CA, Mar 19, 1950. For more info: Edgar Rice Burroughs: Creator of Tarzan, by William J. Boerst (Morgan Reynolds, 1-883846-56-0, $19.95 Gr. 5–8).

CARTIER, JACQUES: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1557. French navigator and explorer who sailed from St. Malo, France, Apr 20, 1534, in search of a northwest passage to the Orient. Instead, he discovered the St. Lawrence River, explored Canada’s coastal regions and took possession of the country for France. Cartier was born at St. Malo, about 1491 (exact date unknown) and died there.

CHILDREN’S GOOD MANNERS MONTH. Sept 1–30. Starts the school year with a national program of teachers and parents encouraging good manners in children. The yearlong program includes monthly objectives that work in conjunction with a reinforcing home program. For info: “Dr. Manners,” Fleming Allaire, PhD, 35 Eastfield St, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone: (860) 643-0051. E-mail: dr.manners@cox.net. Web: www.goodmannersclub.com.
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CHILE: NATIONAL MONTH. Sept 1–30. A month of special significance in Chile: arrival of spring, Independence of Chile anniversary (proclaimed Sept 18, 1810), anniversary of the armed forces rising of Sept 11, 1973, to overthrow the government and celebration of the 1980 Constitution and Army Day, Sept 19.

D.A.R.E. LAUNCHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1983. D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) is a police officer–led series of classroom lessons that teaches students how to resist peer pressure and lead productive drug- and violence-free lives. The program, which was developed jointly by the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles Unified School District, initially focused on elementary school children but has now been expanded to include middle and high school students. D.A.R.E. has been implemented in 75 percent of US school districts and in 44 other countries. For info: D.A.R.E. America, PO Box 512090, Los Angeles, CA 90051-0090. Phone: (800) 223-DARE. Web: www.dare-america.com.

EMMA M. NUTT DAY. Sept 1. A day to honor the first woman telephone operator, Emma M. Nutt, who reportedly began her professional career at Boston, MA, Sept 1, 1878, and continued working as a telephone operator for some 33 years.

LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH. Sept 1–30. This observance was launched in 1987 to meet the challenge of then Secretary of Education William J. Bennett who said, “Let’s have a national compaign . . . every child should obtain a library card— and use it.” Since then, thousands of public and school libraries join each fall in a national effort to ensure every child does just that. Annually, the month of September. For info: American Library Assn, Public Information Office, 50 E Huron St, Chicago, IL 60611. Phone: (312) 280-5043 or (312) 280-5042. E-mail: pio @ala.org. Web: www.ala.org.

LIBYA: REVOLUTION DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1. Commemorates the revolution in 1969 when King Idris I was overthrown by Colonel Qaddafi. National holiday.

MEXICO: PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS. Sept 1. National holiday.

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD INJURY PREVENTION WEEK. Sept 1–7. Injuries continue to be the #1 killer of American children. This month promotes prevention and intervention of unintentional injuries to children and emphasizes community involvement. Although money cannot buy social change, no significant change can happen without it. “Because the worst kind of childhood injury is the one that could have been prevented.”® For info on strategic partnership and sponsorship opportunities to help mobilize the necessary human and financial resources to accomplish the campaign’s objectives, contact The Safe As Possible Campaign, PO Box 715, Richboro, PA 18954. E-mail: noboo boos@AsSafeAsPossible.org. Web: www.AsSafeAsPossible.org.

NATIONAL 5-A-DAY MONTH. Sept 1–30. To encourage all Americans to increase the amount of fruits and vegetables they eat to five or more servings per day, to better their health and reduce their risk of cancer and other chronic diseases. For information on the US Department of Agriculture’s Food Pyramid, go to www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/Fpyr/pyramid.html. For info: Produce for Better Health Foundation, 5341 Limestone Rd, Wilmington, DE 19808. Phone: (302) 235-ADAY or (800) 4-CANCER. Web: www.5aday.com.

NATIONAL HONEY MONTH. Sept 1–30. To honor the US’s 211,600 beekeepers and 2.63 million colonies of honeybees, which produce more than 220 million pounds of honey each year. For info: National Honey Board, 390 Lashley St, Longmont, CO 80501-6045. Phone: (303) 776-2337. Web: www.honey.com.

NATIONAL PEDICULOSIS PREVENTION MONTH. Sept 1–30. To promote awareness of how to prevent pediculosis and protect against unneccesary and potentially harmful pesticide treatments for head lice. For info: National Pediculosis Assn, 50 Kearney Rd, Needham, MA 02494. Phone: (781) 449-NITS. Fax: (781) 449-8129. Web: www.headlice.org or www.licemeister.org.

NATIONAL PIANO MONTH. Sept 1–30. Recognizes America’s most popular instrument and its more than 20 million players; also encourages piano study by people of all ages. For info: Donald W. Dillon, Exec Dir, National Piano Foundation, 13140 Coit Rd, Ste 320, LB 120, Dallas, TX 75240-5737. Phone: (972) 233-9107. Fax: (972) 490-4219. E-mail: don@dondillon.com. Web: www.pianonet.com.

NATIONAL SCHOOL SUCCESS MONTH. Sept 1–30. Today’s young people have many distractions from school and are sometimes overwhelmed when it comes to academics. Parents are often unskilled at effectively redirecting the attention of their children, especially their teenagers. This observance is to recognize parents who want to support and encourage their children to succeed in school and to explore ways to do that. Annually, the month of September. See Curriculum Connection. For info send SASE to: Dale Eshleman, Episcopal Counseling Center, 1021-A E Robinson St, Orlando, FL 32801. Phone: (800) 544-1817.

PEDIATRIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH. Sept 1–30. Cancer is the chief cause of death by disease in children. For info: Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation, 23 W Hubbard St, 3rd Fl, Chicago, IL 60610. Phone: (312) 836-BEAR. Web: www.bearnecessities.org.

PHILLIS WHEATLEY’S POETRY COLLECTION PUBLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1773. On this date in 1773, the first book of poetry composed by an African American was published. Phillis Wheatley’s Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral was published at London, England. This publication came only 12 years after her arrival in America as a child slave from Senegal. In those 12 years, she learned to read and write English and studied literature in English and Latin. Feted in America and England, Wheatley eventually gained her freedom but died in poverty. See also: “Wheatley, Phillis: Death Anniversary” (Dec 5).

SEA CADET MONTH. Sept 1–30. Nationwide year-round youth program for boys and girls 11–17 teaches leadership and self-discipline with emphasis on nautically oriented training without military obligation. Est attendance: 10,000. For info: US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, 2300 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201. Phone: (703) 243-6910. Fax: (703) 243-3985. E-mail: mford@NAVY LEAGUE.org. Web: www.seacadets.org.

SLOVAKIA: CONSTITUTION DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1. Anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic in 1992.

TITANIC DISCOVERED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1985. Almost 75 years after the Titanic sank in the North Atlantic after striking an iceberg, a joint American-French expedition force led by marine geologist Dr. Robert Ballard located the wreck. The luxury liner was resting on the ocean floor 12,500 feet down—about 350 miles southeast from Newfoundland, Canada. In July 1986, Ballard returned in an expedition aboard the Atlantis II. A submersible craft, Alvin, descended to the deck of the Titanic and with underwater robot “Jason, Jr” explored the ship. Two memorial bronze plaques were left on the deck of the ship. See also “Sinking of the Titanic: Anniversary” (Apr 15).

UZBEKISTAN: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1. National holiday. Commemorates independence after the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991.


SEPTEMBER 1–30 NATIONAL SCHOOL SUCCESS MONTH: FAMILY MATH NIGHT

The observance of National School Success Month recognizes parents who want to support and encourage their children in their efforts to succeed in school. A great way to help in achieving this goal is to have a Family Math Night.

Parents want to help their children do well in school, but some parents are unsure of how to help with math. A Family Math Night will involve parents and their children in active learning by playing games, solving problems, experimenting with manipulatives and making and testing conjectures. A chief objective is for parents to better realize the value of computation skills, as well as the ability to explore, explain and solve problems.

Planning and publicity are the two most important aspects in preparing for this special night. Talk with your colleagues who may want to be involved and collaborate with you, obtain approval from your supervisor, and set a date. Involve your students by designing and distributing flyers and hanging posters throughout the school. Complete a press release and spread the word. Make arrangements for refreshments.

A helpful model for a Family Math Night can be found at www.techteachers.com. It includes a planning checklist, a sample handout featuring suggestions for math activities that parents can do with their children at home and tips for what to include in a family gift bag, such as tangrams, dice and other manipulatives.

In planning the Family Math Night, decide on which activities you will provide. Keep in mind that they should help parents understand the math that students are learning and why they are learning it. Be sure to incorporate lots of hands-on activities that require the active involvement of both parents and children. Family Math by Jean Kerr Stanmark, Virginia Thompson and Ruth Cossey (University of California, Berkeley, Lawrence, 0-912-51106-0, $19.95 Gr. K–8) contains more than 100 activities that reinforce the basic math curriculum. It also provides information on planning a Family Math Night. Family Math: The Middle School Years, Algebraic Reasoning and Number Sense by Karen Mayfield-Ingram and Virginia Thompson (University of California, Berkeley, Lawrence, 0-912-51129-X, $20.95 Ages 10–14) provides activities ranging from fractions and decimals to variables and graphing.

Once you have planned the activities, gather your materials, including manipulatives, handouts and family gift bags. Arrange for refreshments. Plan a brief presentation to explain your curriculum and how the Family Math Night activities will support the efforts of the children, emphasizing that learning is an ongoing process. Encourage parents to visit www.figurethis.org, which contains a family corner and math challenges for families with children in grades 4 and above.

At the Family Math Night event, be cordial and supportive when you make your presentation. Circulate and offer help, support and guidance when the families are working on the activities. Allow time for questions, refreshments and distribution of handouts and gift bags. Enjoy the evening, knowing that you, parents and children have taken a giant step to a successful school year.

—Judith Muschla
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VERMONT STATE FAIR. Sept 1–10. Fairgrounds, Rutland, VT. Annually, the Friday before Labor Day to the weekend after Labor Day. Est attendance: 100,000. For info: Vermont State Fair, 175 S Main St, Rutland, VT 05701. Phone: (802) 775-5200. Web: www.vermontstatefair.net.

“THE WILD THORNBERRYS” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1998. From the production company that created “Rugrats,” this show follows the not-so-typical Thornberry family as they travel around the world in an RV. Parents Nigel and Marianne are famous nature show hosts and daughter Eliza has the magical ability to talk with and understand animals. The show centers around Eliza, and she has many adventures involving her teenage sister, Debbie; pet monkey, Darwin; and her wild-boy foster brother, Donnie. Featuring the voice talents of Lacey Chabert, Tim Curry, Jodi Carlisle and Flea (of The Red Hot Chili Peppers). A feature-length film was released in theaters in December 2002.

WORLD WAR II BEGINS: GERMANY INVADES POLAND: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 1, 1939. After securing a nonagression pact with the USSR (which secretly allowed for the partition of Poland by the Soviet Union and Germany) on Aug 23, Germany invaded Poland without a declaration of war at 4:45 AM. Two days later, Britain and France declared war, with Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa soon following with their own declarations. Poland, overwhelmed by German air and land power, was in German and Soviet hands before the month concluded.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Jim Arnosky, 60, author and illustrator (Watching Water Birds, the Crinkleroot series, Every Autumn Comes the Bear), born New York, NY, Sept 1, 1946.

Rosa Guy, 78, author (Billy the Great), born Trinidad, West Indies, Sept 1, 1928.

Tim Hardaway, 40, former basketball player, born Chicago, IL, Sept 1, 1966.

Jane Hissey, 54, author, illustrator (Old Bear, Old Bear’s Trousers), born Norfolk, England, Sept 1, 1952.

Zach Thomas, 33, football player, born Pampa, TX, Sept 1, 1973.

SEPTEMBER 2 — SATURDAY

Day 245 — 120 Remaining

CALENDAR ADJUSTMENT DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1752. Pursuant to the British Calendar Act of 1751, Britain (and the American colonies) made the “Gregorian Correction” in 1752. The Act proclaimed that the day following Wednesday, Sept 2, should become Thursday, Sept 14, 1752. There was rioting in the streets by those who felt cheated and who demanded the eleven days back. The Act also provided that New Year’s Day (and the change of year number) should fall Jan 1 (instead of Mar 25) in 1752 and every year thereafter. See also: “Gregorian Calendar Adjustment: Anniversary” (Feb 24, Oct 4).

DAYS OF MARATHON: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2–9, 490 BC. Anniversary of the event during the Persian Wars from which the marathon race is derived. Phidippides, “an Athenian and by profession and practice a trained runner,” according to Herodotus, was dispatched from Marathon to Sparta (26 miles), Sept 2 to seek help in repelling the invading Persian army. Help being unavailable by religious law until after the next full moon, Phidippides ran the 26 miles back to Marathon Sept 4. Without Spartan aid, the Athenians defeated the Persians at the Battle of Marathon Sept 9. According to legend Phidippides carried the news of the battle to Athens and died as he spoke the words, “Rejoice, we are victorious.” The marathon race was revived at the 1896 Olympic Games at Athens. Course distance, since 1924, is 26 miles, 385 yards.
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EASTERN IDAHO STATE FAIR. Sept 2–9. Blackfoot, ID. Family fun, amusement rides, food booths, entertainment, tractor pulls and more. Est attendance: 212,000. For info: Manager, Eastern Idaho State Fair, PO Box 250, Blackfoot, ID 83221. Phone: (208) 785-2480. Fax: (208) 785-2483. E-mail: theFair@idaho-state-fair .com. Web: www.idaho-state-fair.com.

ENGLAND: GREAT FIRE OF LONDON: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2–5, 1666. The fire generally credited with bringing about our system of fire insurance started Sept 2, 1666, in the wooden house of a baker named Farryner, at London’s Pudding Lane, near the Tower. During the ensuing three days more than 13,000 houses were destroyed, though it is believed that only six lives were lost in the fire.

FORTEN, JAMES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1766. James Forten was born of free black parents at Philadelphia, PA. As a powder boy on an American Revolutionary warship, he escaped being sold as a slave when his ship was captured due to the intervention of the British commander’s son. While in England he became involved with abolitionists. On his return to Philadelphia, he became an apprentice to a sailmaker and eventually purchased the company for which he worked. He was active in the abolition movement, and in 1816, his support was sought by the American Colonization Society for the plan to settle American blacks at Liberia. He rejected their ideas and their plans to make him the ruler of the colony. From the large profits of his successful sailmaking company, he contributed heavily to the abolitionist movement and was a supporter of William Lloyd Garrison’s antislavery journal, The Liberator. Died at Philadelphia, PA, Mar 4, 1842.

McAULIFFE, CHRISTA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1948. Christa McAuliffe, a 37-year-old Concord, NH, high school teacher, was to have been the first “ordinary citizen” in space. Born Sharon Christa Corrigan at Boston, MA, she perished with six crew members in the space shuttle Challenger explosion Jan 28, 1986. See also: “Challenger Space Shuttle Explosion: Anniversary” (Jan 28).

SHERMAN ENTERS ATLANTA: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1864. After a four-week siege, Union General William Tecumseh Sherman entered Atlanta, GA. The city had been evacuated on the previous day by Confederate troops under General John B. Hood. Hood had mistakenly assumed Sherman was ending the siege Aug 27, when actually Sherman was beginning the final stages of his attack. Hood then sent troops to attack the Union forces at Jonesboro. Hood’s troops were defeated, opening the way for the capture of Atlanta.

US TREASURY DEPARTMENT: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1789. The third presidential cabinet department, the Treasury Department, was established by Congress.
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VIETNAM: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 2. Ho Chi Minh formally proclaimed the independence of Vietnam from France and the establishment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in 1945. National holiday.

V-J (VICTORY OVER JAPAN) DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 2, 1945. Official ratification of Japanese surrender to the Allies, ending WWII, occurred aboard the USS Missouri at Tokyo Bay Sept 2 (Far Eastern time) in 1945, thus prompting President Truman’s declaration of this day as Victory-over-Japan Day. Japan’s initial, informal agreement of surrender was announced by Truman and celebrated in the US Aug 14.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

John Bierhorst, 70, author (The Woman Who Fell from the Sky), born Boston, MA, Sept 2, 1936.

Demi, 64, author (One Grain of Rice, The Empty Pot), born Charlotte Dumaresque Hunt, Cambridge, MA, Sept 2, 1942.

Jim DeMint, 55, US Senator (R, South Carolina), born Greenville, SC, Sept 2, 1951.

Elizabeth Borton de Trevino, 102, author (I, Juan de Pareja), born Bakersfield, CA, Sept 2, 1904.

Barbara Dillon, 79, author (The Teddy Bear Tree, The Beast in the Bed), born Montclair, NJ, Sept 2, 1927.

Bernard Most, 69, author and illustrator (Where to Look for a Dinosaur, If the Dinosaurs Came Back), born New York, NY, Sept 2, 1937. Carlos Valderrama, 45, soccer player, born Santa Marta, Colombia, Sept 2, 1961.

Ellen Stoll Walsh, 64, author and illustrator (Pip’s Magic, Mouse Magic), born Baltimore, MD, Sept 2, 1942.
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SEPTEMBER 3 — SUNDAY

Day 246 — 119 Remaining

DOUGLASS ESCAPES TO FREEDOM: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 3, 1838. Dressed as a sailor and carrying identification papers borrowed from a retired merchant seaman, Frederick Douglass boarded a train at Baltimore, MD, a slave state, and rode to Wilmington, DE, where he caught a steamboat to the free city of Philadelphia. He then transferred to a train headed for New York City where he entered the protection of the Underground Railway network. Douglass later became a great orator and one of the leaders of the antislavery struggle.

ITALY SURRENDERS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 3, 1943. General Giuseppe Castellano signed three copies of the “short armistice,” effectively surrendering unconditionally for the Italian government in World War II. That same day the British Eighth Army, commanded by General Bernard Montgomery, invaded the Italian mainland.

QATAR: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 35th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 3. National holiday. Commemorates the severing in 1971 of the treaty with Britain, which had handled Qatar’s foreign relations.

SAN MARINO: NATIONAL DAY. Sept 3. Public holiday. Honors St. Marinus, the traditional founder of San Marino.

TREATY OF PARIS ENDS AMERICAN REVOLUTION: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 3, 1783. The treaty between Britain and the US, ending the Revolutionary War, was signed at Paris, France. American signatories: John Adams, Benjamin Franklin and John Jay.

WORLD WAR II DECLARATION: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 3, 1939. British ultimatum to Germany, demanding halt to invasion of Poland (which had started at dawn on Sept 1), expired at 11 AM, GMT, Sept 3, 1939. At 11:15 AM, in a radio broadcast, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain announced the declaration of war against Germany. France, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa quickly issued separate declarations of war. Winston Churchill was named First Lord of the Admiralty.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Aliki, 77, author and illustrator (Manners; Corn Is Maize: The Gift of the Indians; Three Gold Pieces), born Aliki Liacouras Brandenberg, Wildwood Crest, NJ, Sept 3, 1929.

Damon Stoudamire, 33, basketball player, born Portland, OR, Sept 3, 1973.

SEPTEMBER 4 — MONDAY

Day 247 — 118 Remaining

CANADA: LABOR DAY. Sept 4. Annually, the first Monday in September.

FIRST ELECTRIC LIGHTING: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 4, 1882. Four hundred electric lights came on in offices on Spruce, Wall, Nassau and Pearl streets in lower Manhattan as Thomas Edison hooked up lightbulbs to an underground cable carrying direct current electrical power. Edison had demonstrated his first incandescent lightbulb in 1879. See also: “Incandescent Lamp Demonstrated: Anniversary” (Oct 21).

HOFF, SYD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 4, 1912. Author of more than 60 books, Syd Hoff was born at New York, NY. He began drawing cartoons in high school and was first published in The New Yorker at age 18. His most popular titles for children include Sammy the Seal and Danny and the Dinosaur. He died at Miami Beach, FL, May 12, 2004.

LABOR DAY. Sept 4. Legal public holiday. Public Law 90–363 sets Labor Day on the first Monday in September. Observed in all states. First observance believed to have been a parade at 10 AM, Tuesday, Sept 5, 1882, at New York, NY, probably organized by Peter J. McGuire, a Carpenters and Joiners Union secretary. In 1883, a union resolution declared “the first Monday in September of each year a Labor Day.” By 1893, more than half of the states were observing Labor Day on one or another day, and a bill to establish Labor Day as a federal holiday was introduced in Congress. On June 28, 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed into law an act making the first Monday in September a legal holiday for federal employees and the District of Columbia. Canada also celebrates Labor Day on the first Monday in September. In most other countries, Labor Day is observed May 1. For links to Labor Day websites, go to: www.dol.gov/opa/aboutdol/laborday.htm or www.usinfo.pl/aboutusa/holidays/labor.htm.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA FOUNDED: 225th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 4, 1781. Los Angeles founded by decree and called “El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora La Reina de Los Angeles de Porciuncula.” For more info: City of Angels: In and Around Los Angeles, by Julie Jaskol and Brian Lewis (Dutton, 0-525-46214-7, $16.99 All ages).

NEWSPAPER CARRIER DAY. Sept 4. Anniversary of the hiring of the first “newsboy” in the US, 10-year-old Barney Flaherty, who is said to have answered the following classified advertisement that appeared in The New York Sun, in 1833: “To the Unemployed —a number of steady men can find employment by vending this paper. A liberal discount is allowed to those who buy to sell again.”

POLK, SARAH CHILDRESS: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 4, 1803. Wife of James Knox Polk, 11th president of the US. Born at Murfreesboro, TN, and died at Nashville, TN, Aug 14, 1891.

WRIGHT, RICHARD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 4, 1908. African-American novelist and short story writer whose works included Native Son, Uncle Tom’s Children and Black Boy. Born at Natchez, MS, Wright died at Paris, France, Nov 28, 1960. For more info: Richard Wright and the Library Card, by William Miller (Lee & Low, 1-88000-057-1, $6.95 Gr. 1–4).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Mike Piazza, 38, baseball player, born Norristown, PA, Sept 4, 1968.

SEPTEMBER 5 — TUESDAY

Day 248 — 117 Remaining

BE LATE FOR SOMETHING DAY. Sept 5. To create a release from the stresses and strains resulting from a consistent need to be on time. For info: Les Waas, Pres, Procrastinators’ Club of America, Inc, Box 712, Bryn Athyn, PA 19009. Phone: (215) 947-9020. Fax: (215) 947-7210. E-mail: procrastinators_club_of _america@yahoo.com.

FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 5, 1774. The first assembly of this forerunner of the US Congress took place at Philadelphia, PA. All 13 colonies were represented except Georgia. Peyton Randolph, delegate from Virginia, was elected president. The second Continental Congress met beginning May 10, 1775, also at Philadelphia.

JAMES, JESSE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 5, 1847. Western legend and bandit Jesse Woodson James was born at Centerville (now Kearney), MO. His criminal exploits were glorified and romanticized by writers for Eastern readers looking for stories of Western adventure and heroism. After the Civil War, James and his brother, Frank, formed a group of eight outlaws who robbed banks, stagecoaches and stores. In 1873 the James gang began holding up trains. The original James gang was put out of business Sept 7, 1876, while attempting to rob a bank at Northfield, MN. Every member of the gang except for the James brothers was killed or captured. The brothers formed a new gang and resumed their criminal careers in 1879. Two years later, the governor of Missouri offered a $10,000 reward for their capture, dead or alive. On Apr 3, 1882, at St. Joseph, MO, Robert Ford, a member of the gang, shot 34-year-old Jesse in the back of the head and claimed the reward.

SPACE MILESTONE: VOYAGER 1 (US). Sept 5, 1977. Twin of Voyager 2, which was launched Aug 20. On Feb 18, 1998, Voyager 1 set a new distance record when after more than 20 years in space it reached 6.5 billion miles from Earth.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Paul Fleischman, 54, author, poet (Seedfolks, Whirligig, Newbery for Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices), born Monterey, CA, Sept 5, 1952.

Roxie Munro, 61, author (The Inside-Outside Book of Libraries), born Mineral Wells, TX, Sept 5, 1945.

Brian Schweitzer, 51, Governor of Montana (D), born Havre, MT, Sept 5, 1955.
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SEPTEMBER 6 — WEDNESDAY

Day 249 — 116 Remaining

ADDAMS, JANE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 6, 1860. American worker for peace, social welfare and the rights of women. The founder of Chicago’s Hull House settlement house, she was cowinner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931. Born at Cedarville, IL, she died May 21, 1935, at Chicago, IL.

BALTIC STATES’ INDEPENDENCE RECOGNIZED: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 6, 1991. The Soviet government recognized the independence of the Baltic states—Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania. The action came 51 years after the Baltic states were annexed by the Soviet Union. All three Baltic states had earlier declared their independence, and many nations had already recognized them diplomatically, including the US, Sept 2, 1991.

BULGARIA: UNIFICATION DAY. Sept 6. National holiday. Commemorates the 1885 reunification of the South and the rest of Bulgaria.

LAFAYETTE, MARQUIS DE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 6, 1757. French general and aristocrat, Lafayette, whose full name was Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch-Gilbert du Motier, came to America to assist in the revolutionary cause. He was awarded a major-generalship and began a lasting friendship with the American commander-in-chief, George Washington. After an alliance was signed with France, he returned to his native country and persuaded Louis XVI to send a 6,000-man force to assist the Americans. On his return, he was given command of an army at Virginia and was instrumental in forcing the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, leading to the end of the war and American independence. Born at Chavaniac, he died at Paris, May 20, 1834. For more info: Why Not, Lafayette?, by Jean Fritz (Putnam, 0-399-23411-X, $16.99 Gr. 3–7).

SAINT PETERSBURG NAME RESTORED: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 6, 1991. Russian legislators voted to restore the name Saint Petersburg to the nation’s second largest city. The city had been known as Leningrad for 67 years in honor of the Soviet Union’s founder, Vladimir I. Lenin. The city, founded in 1703 by Peter the Great, has had three names in the 20th century with Russian leaders changing its German-sounding name to Petrograd at the beginning of WWI in 1914 and Soviet Communist leaders changing its name to Leningrad in 1924 following their leader’s death.

SWAZILAND: INDEPENDENCE DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 6. National holiday, commemorates attainment of independence from Britain in 1968. Also called Somhlolo Day in honor of the great 19th-century Swazi leader.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Tim Henman, 32, tennis player, born Oxford, England, Sept 6, 1974.

Chad Scott, 32, football player, born Washington, DC, Sept 6, 1974.

SEPTEMBER 7 — THURSDAY

Day 250 — 115 Remaining

BRAZIL: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 7. Declared independence from Portugal in 1822. National holiday.

ELIZABETH I: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 7, 1533. Queen of England, after whom the “Elizabethan Age” was named, born at Greenwich Palace, daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn. She succeeded to the throne in 1558 and ruled England until her death on May 24, 1603. Her reign was one of the most dynamic in English history and she was held in great affection by her people. The British defeated the Spanish Armada and England became a world power during her reign. For more info: Good Queen Bess: The Story of Elizabeth I of England, by Diane Stanley and Peter Vennema (HarperCollins, 0-688-17961-4, $16.95 Ages 4–8).

GRANDMA MOSES DAY. Sept 7. Anna Mary Robertson Moses, modern primitive American painter, born at Greenwich, NY, Sept 7, 1860. She started painting at the age of 78. Her 100th birthday was proclaimed Grandma Moses Day in New York state. Died at Hoosick Falls, NY, Dec 13, 1961. For info: Grandma Moses, by Zibby O’Neal (Puffin, 0-14-032220-5, $4.99 Gr. 4–8).

LAWRENCE, JACOB: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 7, 1917. African-American painter, born at Atlantic City, NJ. Lawrence was best known for his series of historical paintings on John Brown and on the migration of African Americans out of the South. He also illustrated children’s books. A recipient of the NAACP’s Spingarn Medal, he won many other awards during his lifetime. Lawrence died June 9, 2000, at Seattle, WA. For more info: Story Painter: The Life of Jacob Lawrence, by John Duggleby (Chronicle, 0-8118-2082-3, $16.95 Gr. 4–7) and The Great Migration: An American Story, by Jacob Lawrence (Harper Trophy, 0-06-443428-1, $8.95 Gr. 4–7).

LUNAR ECLIPSE. Sept 7. Partial eclipse of the moon. Visible in Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia.

MOON PHASE: FULL MOON. Sept 7. Moon enters Full Moon phase at 2:42 PM, EDT.

NEITHER SNOW NOR RAIN DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 7, 1914. Anniversary of the opening to the public, on Labor Day, 1914, of the New York Post Office Building at Eighth Avenue between 31st and 33rd streets. On the front of this building was an inscription supplied by William M. Kendall of the architectural firm that planned the building. The inscription, a free translation from Herodotus, reads: “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.” This has long been believed to be the motto of the US Post Office and Postal Service. They have, in fact, no motto . . . but the legend remains. (Info from: New York Post Office, Public Info Office and US Postal Service.)

PERIGEAN SPRING TIDES. Sept 7. Spring tides, the highest possible tides, occur when New Moon or Full Moon falls within 24 hours of the moment the Moon is nearest Earth (perigee) in its monthly orbit. These tides are not named for the season of spring but for the German word springen, “to rise up.”

UTAH STATE FAIR. Sept 7–17. Utah State Fairpark, Salt Lake City, UT. PRCA Rodeo, exhibits, livestock, family contests, cook-offs, concerts and entertainment. Annually, beginning the first Thursday after Labor Day. Est attendance: 277,000. For info: Utah State Fairpark, 155 N 1000 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84116. Phone: (801) 538-8440. Fax: (801) 538-8455. Web: www.utah-state-fair.com.
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BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Alexandra Day, 65, author and illustrator (The Teddy Bears’ Picnic; Good Dog, Carl; Carl’s Afternoon in the Park), born Cincinnati, OH, Sept 7, 1941.

Eric Hill, 79, author (Where’s Spot?, Spot Goes to School, Spot Visits His Grandparents), born London, England, Sept 7, 1927.

Daniel Ken Inouye, 82, US Senator (D, Hawaii), born Honolulu, HI, Sept 7, 1924.

SEPTEMBER 8 — FRIDAY

Day 251 — 114 Remaining

ANDORRA: NATIONAL HOLIDAY. Sept 8. Honors our Lady of Meritxell.

GALVESTON HURRICANE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 8, 1900. The worst national disaster in US history in terms of lives lost. More than 6,000 people were killed when a hurricane struck Galveston, TX. For more info about hurricanes: www.fema.gov/kids/hurr.htm.

INCA ICE MAIDEN DISCOVERED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 8, 1995. Climbing Mount Ampato in the Peruvian Andes, Dr. Johan Reinhard and Miguel Zarate discovered at 20,500 feet the best-preserved Incan mummy: a girl, about 14 years old, who had been offered as a precious capacocha sacrifice to the gods. The girl had been frozen for about 500 years and has given scientists much information on Incan life. The “ice maiden” now resides in a specially constructed freezer unit at Arequipa, Peru. Reinhard discovered more sacrificial mummies in the Andes in 1999. For more info: Discovering the Inca Ice Maiden, by Johan Reinhard (National Geographic, 0-7922-7142-4, $17.95 Gr. 4 & up).

KANSAS STATE FAIR. Sept 8–17. Hutchinson, KS. Commercial and competitive exhibits, entertainment, carnival, car racing and other special attractions. Annually, beginning the first Friday after Labor Day. Est attendance: 400,000. For info: Denny Stocklein, Gen Mgr, Kansas State Fair, 2000 N Poplar, Hutchinson, KS 67502. Phone: (620) 669-3600. E-mail: info@kansasstatefair.com. Web: www.kansasstatefair.com.

NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR. Sept 8–24. Albuquerque, NM. Nationally known recording artists perform at Tingley Coliseum. PRCA rodeo competitions, thoroughbred and quarter horse racing, Villa Hispana and Native American villages, free entertainment. Est attendance: 725,000. For info: New Mexico State Fair, PO Box 8546, Albuquerque, NM 87198. Phone: (505) 265-EXPO. Fax: (505) 266-7784. Web: www.exponm.com.

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPLETED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 8, 1883. After 19 years of construction, the Northern Pacific Railroad became the second railroad to link the two coasts. The Union Pacific and Central Pacific lines met at Utah in 1869.

“STAR TREK” TV PREMIERE: 40th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 8, 1966. The first of 79 episodes of the TV series “Star Trek” was aired on the NBC network. Although the science fiction show set in the future only lasted a few seasons, it has remained enormously popular through syndication reruns. It has been given new life through six motion pictures, a cartoon TV series and the very popular TV series “Star Trek: The Next Generation,” “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine,” “Star Trek: Voyager” and “Enterprise.” It has consistently ranked among the biggest titles in the motion picture, television, home video and licensing divisions of Paramount Pictures.

TENNESSEE STATE FAIR. Sept 8–17. Nashville, TN. A huge variety of exhibits, carnival midway, animal and variety shows, live stage presentations, livestock, agricultural and craft competitions and food and game booths. Annually, beginning the first Friday after Labor Day. Est attendance: 200,000. For info: Tennessee Fair Office, PO Box 40208, Melrose Station, Nashville, TN 37204. Phone: (615) 862-8980. Fax: (615) 862-8992. Web: www.tennesseestatefair.org.

UNITED NATIONS: INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY. Sept 8. An international day observed by the organizations of the United Nations system. Info from: United Nations, Dept of Public Info, New York, NY 10017.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Michael Hague, 58, illustrator (The Children’s Book of Virtues, The Wind in the Willows, The Hobbit), born Los Angeles, CA, Sept 8, 1948.

Jack Prelutsky, 66, poet (The New Kid on the Block, A Pizza the Size of the Sun), born Brooklyn, NY, Sept 8, 1940.

Jon Scieszka, 52, author (The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales, Math Curse), born Flint, MI, Sept 8, 1954.

Latrell Sprewell, 36, basketball player, born Milwaukee, WI, Sept 8, 1970.

Jonathan Taylor Thomas, 25, actor (“Home Improvement,” voice of Simba in The Lion King), born Bethlehem, PA, Sept 8, 1981.

SEPTEMBER 9 — SATURDAY

Day 252 — 113 Remaining

BONZA BOTTLER DAY™. Sept 9. To celebrate when the number of the day is the same as the number of the month. Bonza Bottler Day™ is an excuse to have a party at least once a month. For info: Gail M. Berger, 14 Fernwood Dr, Taylors, SC 29687. Phone: (864) 609-9874. E-mail: gberger5@aol.com.

CALIFORNIA: ADMISSION DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 9. Became 31st state in 1850.

COLONIES BECOME UNITED STATES: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 9, 1776. The Continental Congress resolved that the name United States was to replace United Colonies.

IRISH FAMINE BEGINS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 9, 1845. On this day, The Dublin Evening Post reported the partial failure of the potato crop in Ireland. A blight caused by a fungus destroyed 30 percent of the crop; in 1846, 1848 and 1849 nearly the entire potato crop failed. Out of a population of 8 million, about 1 million people died in the resulting famine and 1.5 million emigrated to the US, Canada and Australia. The 1850 US census showed that more than 40 percent of the country’s foreign-born population was Irish. For more info: Feed the Children First: Irish Memories of the Great Hunger, ed by Mary E. Lyons (Simon & Schuster, 0-689-84226-0, $17 Gr. 4–8).

KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF: NATIONAL DAY. Sept 9. National holiday in the Democratic People’s Republic of [North] Korea.

LAURA INGALLS WILDER DAYS. Sept 9–10. Pepin, WI. 16th annual. Experience life in the mid-1800s with demonstrations of blacksmithing, woodworking, ironworking, weaving, quilting and wool-spinning by individuals dressed in period costumes. Stories and songs cited in Little House books are also performed and there’s a Laura Ingalls look-alike contest. Additional attractions include a traveling exhibit of Wilder’s written materials, sanctioned horse-pull, Civil War encampment, children’s games from the period, parade, crafts and antiques at Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Park. For info: Pepin Visitor Information Center, PO Box 274, Pepin, WI 54759. Phone: (800) 442-3011. Web: www.pepinwisconsin.com.

[image: Image]

LUXEMBOURG: LIBERATION ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY. Sept 9. Petange. Commemoration of liberation of Grand-Duchy by the Allied forces in 1944. Ceremony at monument of the American soldier.

[image: Image] NATIONAL DAYS OF PRAYER AND REMEMBRANCE. Sept 8–10 (tentative). In remembrance of the victims of the terrorist attacks of Sept 11, 2001.

TAJIKISTAN: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 9. National holiday commemorating independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

WILLIAM, THE CONQUEROR: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 9, 1087. William I, The Conqueror, King of England and Duke of Normandy, whose image is portrayed in the Bayeux Tapestry, was born about 1028 at Falaise, Normandy. Victorious over Harold at the Battle of Hastings (the Norman Conquest) in 1066, William was crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day of that year. Later, while waging war in France, William met his death at Rouen, Sept 9, 1087.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Benjamin Roy (BJ) Armstrong, 39, former basketball player, born Detroit, MI, Sept 9, 1967.

Shane Battier, 28, basketball player, born Birmingham, MI, Sept 9, 1978.

Kimberly Willis Holt, 46, author (When Zachary Beaver Came to Town), born Pensacola, FL, Sept 9, 1960.

Kazuhisa Ishii, 33, baseball player, born Chiba, Japan, Sept 9, 1973.

Adam Sandler, 40, actor (The Waterboy, Big Daddy, Happy Gilmore), born Brooklyn, NY, Sept 9, 1966.

Mildred Pitts Walter, 84, author (Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World), born De Ridder, LA, Sept 9, 1922.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 10 — SUNDAY

Day 253 — 112 Remaining

BELIZE: SAINT GEORGE’S CAYE DAY. Sept 10. Public holiday celebrated in honor of the battle between the European Baymen Settlers and the Spaniards for the territory of Belize.

BRAXTON, CARTER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 10, 1736. American revolutionary statesman and signer of the Declaration of Independence. Born at Newington, VA, he died Oct 10, 1797, at Richmond, VA.

GOULD, STEPHEN JAY: 65th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 10, 1941. Paleontologist and evolutionary biologist, born at New York, NY. With colleague Niles Eldredge, he proposed the theory of punctuated equilibrium to explain sudden changes (and lack of) in fossil records. He authored several well-regarded books, considered notable due to his personable style and ability to communicate complex scientific theories in lay terms. His theories are still debated in scientific circles today. Gould died at New York, NY, May 20, 2002.

KEIKO RETURNS TO ICELAND: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 10, 1998. Keiko, the killer whale or orca who starred in the 1993 film Free Willy, was returned to his home in waters off Iceland after spending 19 years in captivity. Keiko was to be kept in a specially built cage in the ocean until it was determined if he could return to the wild. He was moved to Taknes, Norway, but did not adjust well to independence and needed to be in the company of humans. He died of pneumonia on Dec 12, 2003, and was buried on a beach nearby. For more info: Keiko’s Story: A Killer Whale Goes Home, by Linda Moore Kurth (Millbrook, 0-7613-1500-4, $23.90 Gr. 4–8).

MARIS, ROGER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 10, 1934. Baseball player, born Roger Eugene Maris, at Hibbing, MN. In 1961, Maris broke one of baseball’s sacred records, hitting 61 home runs to surpass the mark set by Babe Ruth in 1927. This record wasn’t broken until 1998 (and was broken again in 2001). He won the American League MVP award in 1960 and 1961 and finished his career with the St. Louis Cardinals. Died at Houston, TX, Dec 14, 1985.

NATIONAL GRANDPARENTS’ DAY. Sept 10. To honor grandparents, to give grandparents an opportunity to show love for their children’s children and to help children become aware of the strength, information and guidance older people can offer. Annually, the first Sunday after Labor Day.

[image: Image] NATIONAL HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WEEK. Sept 10–16. Usually proclaimed for the second full week of September.

UNITED KINGDOM: BATTLE OF BRITAIN WEEK. Sept 10–16. Annually, the week of September that contains Battle of Britain Day (Sept 15).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Babette Cole, 57, author (Dr. Dog, Princess Smartypants), born Jersey, Channel Islands, UK, Sept 10, 1949.

Roy Doty, 84, cartoonist, author and illustrator (Wonderful Circus Parade), born Chicago, IL, Sept 10, 1922.

Matt Geiger, 37, basketball player, born Salem, MA, Sept 10, 1969. Randy Johnson, 43, baseball player, born Walnut Creek, CA, Sept 10, 1963.

Joe Nieuwendyk, 40, hockey player, born Oshawa, ON, Canada, Sept 10, 1966.

John Sununu, 42, US Senator (R, New Hampshire), born Boston, MA, Sept 10, 1964.

Jay Williams, 25, basketball player, born Plainfield, NJ, Sept 10, 1981.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 11 — MONDAY

Day 254 — 111 Remaining

ATTACK ON AMERICA: 5th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 11, 2001. Terrorists hijacked four planes, piloting two of them into the World Trade Center’s twin towers in New York City and one into the Pentagon in Washington. Passengers on the fourth plane appear to have attempted to overcome the hijackers, causing that plane to crash in western Pennsylvania instead of reaching its target in Washington. The twin towers at the WTC collapsed about an hour after being hit. Almost 3,000 people died as a result of the attack, including many police and firefighters. The terrorists were agents of Islamic extremist Osama bin Laden who was headquartered in Afghanistan. The US began bombing Afghanistan, attempting to force the ruling Taliban to turn over bin Laden. By the end of the year the Taliban was defeated and a new government was being established in Afghanistan.

BATTLE OF BRANDYWINE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 11, 1777. The largest engagement of the American Revolution, between the Continental Army led by General George Washington and British forces led by General William Howe. Howe was marching to take Philadelphia when Washington chose an area on the Brandywine Creek near Chadds Ford, PA, to stop the advance. The American forces were defeated here and the British went on to take Philadelphia, Sept 26. They spent the winter in the city while Washington’s troops suffered in their encampment at Valley Forge, PA. For more info, visit the Independence Hall Association website at www.ushistory.org/brandywine/index.html.

ETHIOPIA: NEW YEAR’S DAY. Sept 11. Public holiday. This day in 2006 begins the year 2000 on the Ethiopian calendar. This is also the beginning of the year 1723 on the Coptic calendar.

PAKISTAN: FOUNDER’S DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 11. Pakistan observes the death anniversary in 1948 of Qaid-i-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah (founder of Pakistan) as a national holiday.

[image: Image] PATRIOT DAY. Sept 11. On Dec 18, 2001, a joint resolution of Congress amended Title 36, Chapter 1, Sec 144 of the US Code to permit the President to declare Sept 11 of each year as Patriot Day—in commemoration of the terrorist attacks on the United States on Sept 11, 2001. The resolution requests that all state and local governments observe this day “with appropriate programs and activities,” that the flag be displayed at half-staff from sunrise until sundown and that a moment of silence be observed in honor of those who lost their lives.

SPACE MILESTONE: MARS GLOBAL SURVEYOR (US). Sept 11, 1997. Launched Nov 7, 1996, this unmanned vehicle was put in orbit around Mars on this date. It is designed to compile global maps of Mars by taking high resolution photos. This mission inaugurated a new series of Mars expeditions in which NASA will launch pairs of orbiters and landers to Mars every 26 months into the next decade. Mars Global Surveyor was paired with the lander Mars Pathfinder. More than 20,000 images of Mars taken by the spacecraft can be seen at www.msss.com/moc_gallery/index.html. See also: “Space Milestone: Mars Pathfinder” (July 4).

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK. Sept 11–15. Although substitute teachers get no sick days or respect, they teach when the regular teacher cannot and continually adjust to different classroom situations. Annually, the second week of September. For info: Dorothy Zjawin, 61 W Colfax Ave, Roselle Park, NJ 07204. Phone: (908) 241-6241.

[image: Image]

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Daniel Akaka, 82, US Senator (D, Hawaii), born Honolulu, HI, Sept 11, 1924.

Philip Ardagh, 45, author (A House Called Awful End, The Romans, The Aztecs), born Kent, Sussex, England, Sept 11, 1961.

Anthony Browne, 60, author (Voices in the Park), born Sheffield, England, Sept 11, 1946.

Steven Lopez, 28, Olympic gold medal tae kwon do champion, born New York, NY, Sept 11, 1978.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 12 — TUESDAY

Day 255 — 110 Remaining

DEFENDERS DAY. Sept 12. Maryland. Public holiday. Annual reenactment of bombardment of Fort McHenry in 1814, which inspired Francis Scott Key to write the “Star-Spangled Banner.”

OWENS, JESSE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 12, 1913. James Cleveland (Jesse) Owens, American athlete, winner of four gold medals at the 1936 Olympic Games at Berlin, Germany, was born at Oakville, AL. Owens set 11 world records in track and field. During one track meet, at Ann Arbor, MI, May 23, 1935, Owens, representing Ohio State University, broke five world records and tied a sixth in the space of 45 minutes. Died at Tucson, AZ, Mar 31, 1980. For more info: Jesse Owens, by Tom Streissguth (Lerner, 0-8225-4940-9, $25.26 Gr. 4–6).

SPACE MILESTONE: LUNA 2 (USSR). Sept 12, 1959. First spacecraft to land on moon was launched.

VIDEO GAMES DAY. Sept 12. A day for kids who love video games to celebrate the fun they have playing them and to thank their parents for all the cartridges and quarters they have provided to indulge this hobby.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Sam Brownback, 50, US Senator (R, Kansas), born Garnett, KS, Sept 12, 1956.

Yao Ming, 26, basketball player, born Shanghai, China, Sept 12, 1980.

Ruben Studdard, 28, singer, born Christopher Ruben Studdard at Birmingham, AL, Sept 12, 1978.

Valerie Tripp, 55, author (the Molly, Felicity, Samantha and Josefina series in the American Girls collection), born Mount Kisco, NY, Sept 12, 1951.
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SEPTEMBER 13 — WEDNESDAY

Day 255 — 109 Remaining

BARRY, JOHN: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1803. Revolutionary War hero John Barry, first American to hold the rank of commodore, died at Philadelphia, PA. He was born at Tacumshane, County Wexford, Ireland, in 1745. He has been called the “Father of the American Navy.”

DAHL, ROALD: 90th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1916. Author (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda), born at Llandaff, South Wales, Great Britain. Died Nov 23, 1990, at Oxford, England.

“THE MUPPET SHOW” TV PREMIERE: 30th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1976. This comedy variety show was hosted by Kermit the Frog from “Sesame Street.” Other Jim Henson puppet characters included Miss Piggy, Fozzie the Bear and The Great Gonzo. Many celebrities made guest appearances on the show, which was broadcast in more than 100 countries. “Muppet Babies” was a Saturday morning cartoon spin-off that aired from 1984 to 1992. The Muppet Movie (1979) was the first of many films based on “The Muppet Show.”

REED, WALTER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1851. American army physician especially known for his yellow fever research. Born at Gloucester County, VA, he served as an army surgeon for more than 20 years and as a professor at the Army Medical College. He died at Washington, DC, Nov 22, 1902. The US Army’s general hospital at Washington, DC, is named in his honor.

SCHUMANN, CLARA: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1819. Pianist and composer, wife of composer Robert Schumann. Born at Leipzig, Germany, she died May 20, 1896, at Frankfurt, Germany. For info: Clara Schumann: Piano Virtuoso, by Susanna Reich (Clarion, 0-395-89119-1, $18 Gr. 5 & up) and Her Piano Sang: A Story About Clara Schumann, by Barbara Allman (Carolrhoda, 1-57505-012-9, $15.95 Gr. 3–6).

“SCOOBY-DOO, WHERE ARE YOU?” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1969. One of the most enduring Saturday morning cartoons in the history of television, Scooby and the gang travel around in a van called The Mystery Machine and solve spooky (and often hilarious) mysteries. Fred, Daphne and Velma usually do the work, while Shaggy, originally voiced by radio personality Casey Kasem, and his lovable Great Dane Scooby-Doo look for something to eat. Over the years, the show has appeared on various networks and with various titles, and in the 1970s often featured “guest” characters, including the Harlem Globetrotters, Dick Van Dyke, Don Knotts and Jonathan Winters. Scooby’s relatives also have made appearances, including ScoobyDum and the pesky Scrappy-Doo. Live-action feature films were released in 2002 and 2004 starring Freddie Prinze, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Matthew Lillard, Linda Cardellini and a digital Scooby.

“STAR-SPANGLED BANNER” INSPIRED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13–14, 1814. During the War of 1812, on the night of Sept 13, Francis Scott Key was aboard a ship that was delayed in Baltimore harbor by the British attack there on Fort McHenry. Key had no choice but to anxiously watch the battle. That experience and seeing the American flag still flying over the fort the next morning inspired him to pen the verses that, coupled with the tune of a popular drinking song, became our official national anthem in 1931, 117 years after the words were written.

US CAPITAL ESTABLISHED AT NEW YORK CITY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 13, 1789. Congress picked New York, NY, as the location of the new US government in place of Philadelphia, which had served as the capital up until this time. In 1790 the capital moved back to Philadelphia and in 1800 moved permanently to Washington, DC.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Else Holmelund Minarik, 86, author (the Little Bear series), born Aarhus, Denmark, Sept 13, 1920.

Ben Savage, 26, actor (“Boy Meets World”), born Chicago, IL, Sept 13, 1980.

Mildred Taylor, 63, author (The Land, Let the Circle Be Unbroken, Newbery Medal for Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry), born Jackson, MS, Sept 13, 1943.

SEPTEMBER 14 — THURSDAY

Day 257 — 108 Remaining

ARMSTRONG, WILLIAM H.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 14, 1914. Newbery Award–winning author (Sounder). Born at Lexington, VA, he died Apr 11, 1999, at Kent, CT.

MOON PHASE: LAST QUARTER. Sept 14. Moon enters Last Quarter phase at 7:15 AM, EDT.

OKLAHOMA STATE FAIR. Sept 14–24. State Fair Park, Oklahoma City, OK. One of the top 10 state fairs in North America includes six buildings of commercial exhibits, 10 barns for livestock and horse competitions, Disney on Ice, The State Fair Circus, PRCA championship rodeo, live entertainment and motor sports events. Est attendance: 1,000,000. For info: Oklahoma State Fair, PO Box 74943, Oklahoma City, OK 73147. Phone: (405) 948-6700. Fax: (405) 948-6828. E-mail: mail@oklahomastatefair.com. Web: www.oklahomastatefair.com.

SOLO TRANSATLANTIC BALLOON CROSSING: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 14–18, 1984. Joe W. Kittinger, 56-year-old balloonist, left Caribou, ME, in a 10-story-tall helium-filled balloon named Rosie O’Grady’s Balloon of Peace on Sept 14, 1984, crossed the Atlantic Ocean and reached the French coast, above the town of Capbreton, in bad weather Sept 17. He crash-landed amid wind and rain near Savone, Italy, Sept 18. His nearly 84-hour flight, covering about 3,535 miles, was the first solo balloon crossing of the Atlantic Ocean.

WILSON, JAMES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 14, 1742. Signer of the Declaration of Independence and one of the first associate justices of the US Supreme Court. Born at Fifeshire, Scotland, he died Aug 21, 1798, at Edenton, NC.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Diane Goode, 57, author (Diane Goode’s Book of Scary Stories and Songs), illustrator (When I Was Young in the Mountains, Diane Goode’s Book of Giants and Little People), born Brooklyn, NY, Sept 14, 1949.

John Steptoe, 56, author and illustrator (Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale, Story of Jumping Mouse), born Brooklyn, NY, Sept 14, 1950.

Elizabeth Winthrop, 58, author (The Castle in the Attic, The Battle for the Castle), born Washington, DC, Sept 14, 1948.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 15 — FRIDAY

Day 258 — 107 Remaining

THE BIG E. Sept 15–Oct 1. West Springfield, MA. New England’s fall classic and one of the nation’s largest fairs. Each September, The Big E features all free entertainment including top-name talent, a big-top circus and horse show. Also children’s attractions, daily parade, historic village, Avenue of States, Better Living Center and much more. Annually, beginning the second Friday after Labor Day. Est attendance: 1,250,000. For info: Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave, West Springfield, MA 01089. Phone: (413) 737-2443. Fax: (413) 787-0127. E-mail: info@thebige.com. Web: www.thebige.com.

COOPER, JAMES FENIMORE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1789. American novelist, historian and social critic, born at Burlington, NJ, Cooper was one of the earliest American writers to develop a native American literary tradition. His most popular works are the five novels comprising The Leatherstocking Tales, featuring the exploits of one of the truly unique American fictional characters, Natty Bumppo. These novels, The Deerslayer, The Last of the Mohicans, The Pathfinder, The Pioneers and The Prairie, chronicle Natty Bumppo’s continuing flight away from the rapid settlement of America. Cooper died Sept 14, 1851, at Cooperstown, NY, the town founded by his father.

COSTA RICA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 15. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1821.

EL SALVADOR: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 15. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1821.

FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION FOR BLACKS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1830. The first national convention for blacks was held at Bethel Church, Philadelphia, PA. The convention was called to find ways to better the condition of black people and was attended by delegates from seven states. Bishop Richard Allen was elected as the first convention president.

GUATEMALA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 15. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1821.

HONDURAS: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 15. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1821.

JAPAN: RESPECT FOR THE AGED DAY. Sept 15. National holiday to honor Japan’s senior citizens—especially those who are centenarians.

JUMBO THE ELEPHANT: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1882. One of history’s most beloved animals, Jumbo the elephant died in a tragic railroad accident on this day at St. Thomas, ON, Canada. Jumbo, the star attraction of P.T. Barnum’s circus, was caught crossing railroad tracks as an unscheduled locomotive was approaching. The impact derailed the train and Jumbo was killed. Legend has it that Jumbo pushed a smaller elephant out of the way before the crash. Barnum donated the skeleton to the American Museum of Natural History (where it still resides) and the one-ton hide to Tufts University in Massachusetts (where it was destroyed in a 1975 fire). For more on Jumbo, see also “Jumbo the Elephant Arrives in America: Anniversary” (Apr 9).

KIRSTEN, SAMANTHA AND MOLLY DEBUT: 20th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1986. The first three American Girl dolls representing different historical periods debuted. They were joined in later years by Addy, Felicity, Josefina and Kit. More than 11 million dolls and 105 million books about them have been sold. For more info: www.americangirl.com.

“THE LONE RANGER” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1949. This character was created for a radio serial in 1933 by George W. Trendle. The famous masked man was the alter ego of John Reid, a Texas Ranger who was the only survivor of an ambush. He was nursed back to health by his Native American friend, Tonto. Both men traveled around the West on their trusty steeds, Silver and Scout, fighting injustice. On TV Clayton Moore played the Lone Ranger/John Reid and Jay Silverheels costarred as Tonto. The theme music was Rossini’s “William Tell Overture.”

[image: Image] NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH. Sept 15–Oct 15. Presidential Proclamation. Beginning in 1989, always issued for Sept 15–Oct 15 of each year (Public Law 100–402 of Aug 17, 1988). Previously issued each year for the week including Sept 15 and 16 since 1968 at request (Public Law 90–498 of Sept 17, 1968). For info: The New York Public Library Amazing Hispanic American History: A Book of Answers for Kids, by George Ochoa (Wiley, 0-471-19204-X, $12.95 Gr. 4 & up) and Big Spanish Heritage Activity Book, by Walter Yoder (Sunstone Press, 0-86534-239-3, $8.95 Gr. 3–9).

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY IN MASSACHUSETTS. Sept 15. Proclaimed annually by the governor for the third Friday in September.

NICARAGUA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 15. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1821.

PIPER, WATTY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1870. Born Mabel Caroline Bragg at Milford, MA. Piper is best known for her classic tale The Little Engine That Could. She died Apr 25, 1945.

TAFT, WILLIAM HOWARD: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1857. The 27th president of the US was born at Cincinnati, OH. His term of office was Mar 4, 1909–Mar 3, 1913. Following his presidency he became a law professor at Yale University until his appointment as Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court in 1921. Died at Washington, DC, Mar 8, 1930, and was buried at Arlington National Cemetery. For info: www.ipl.org/ref/POTUS.

UNITED KINGDOM: BATTLE OF BRITAIN DAY. Sept 15. Commemorates end of biggest daylight bombing raid of Britain by German Luftwaffe, in 1940. Said to have been the turning point against Hitler’s siege of Britain in WWII.

USA TODAY FIRST PUBLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 15, 1982. “The Nation’s Newspaper” hit the newsstands this day in 1982. It featured general interest articles for a national audience— a new approach among daily newspapers.

WHOOPING CRANE FALL MIGRATION. Sept 15–Nov 15 (approximate). The tallest birds in North America—the whooping cranes—leave their summer nesting grounds at Wood Buffalo National Park in the Northwest Territories and Alberta, Canada, and migrate 2,500 miles south to their wintering grounds at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Gulf Coast of Texas. Their 4-to-6-week trip takes them through Alberta, Saskatchewan, Montana, the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas. These cranes are 5 feet tall with a 7-foot wingspan. Their name comes from their loud call, which can be heard 2 miles away. They are an endangered species in the US and Canada. See also “Whooping Crane Spring Migration” (Mar 1) and “Longest Human-Led Migration: Anniversary” (Dec 3). For more info: The International Crane Foundation site at savingcranes.org or the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership at www.bringbackthecranes.org.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Tomie DePaola, 72, illustrator and author (Strega Nona; Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs), born Thomas De Paola at Meriden, CT, Sept 15, 1934.

Mike Dunleavy, 26, basketball player, born Fort Worth, TX, Sept 15, 1980.

Prince Harry, 22, Henry Charles Albert David, son of Prince Charles and Princess Diana, born London, England, Sept 15, 1984.

Carlos Ruiz, 27, soccer player, born Guatemala City, Guatemala, Sept 15, 1979.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 16 — SATURDAY

Day 259 — 106 Remaining

ANNE BRADSTREET DAY. Sept 16. An official date proclaimed by the governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to honor Anne Bradstreet, America’s first poet who is also recognized as the first published woman poet in the English language. Anne Bradstreet was born in 1612 in England and came to America in 1630. Unbeknownst to Anne, her brother-in-law took some of her poetry back to England where it was published in 1630 as The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America. Subsequent editions were also published at Boston. She died at Andover, MA, Sept 16, 1672. For info: Sue Ellen Holmes, Dir, Stevens Memorial Library, PO Box 8, North Andover, MA 01845. Phone: (978) 688-9505. Fax: (978) 688-9507. E-mail: Sholmes@mailserv.mvlc.lib.ma.us.

CHEROKEE STRIP DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 16, 1893. Optional school holiday, Oklahoma. Greatest “run” for Oklahoma land in 1893.

GENERAL MOTORS FOUNDING: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 16, 1908. The giant automobile manufacturing company was founded by William Crapo “Billy” Durant, a Flint, MI, entrepreneur.

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP DAY. Sept 16. A million volunteers remove and tabulate 12 million pieces of trash on 21,000 miles of beaches as well as below the water. Takes place in more than 100 countries. Annually, the third Saturday in September. For info: The Ocean Conservancy, 1725 DeSales St NW, Washington, DC 20036. Phone: (202) 429-5609. Fax: (202) 872-0619. E-mail: cleanup@oceanconservancyva.org. Web: www.oceanconservancy.org.

LAURA INGALLS WILDER FESTIVAL. Sept 16. Mansfield, MO. Laura Wilder lived in Mansfield on the farm she and her husband, Almanzo, built when she wrote the Little House series of books. The Laura Ingalls Wilder museum and home will be open for tours. There will be activities for the whole family—contests, parades, music, arts and crafts, food, games, an outdoor musical and more. Annually, on the third Saturday in September. For info: Laura Ingalls Wilder/Rose Wilder Lane Historic Home & Museum, 3068 Highway A, Mansfield, MO 65704. Phone: (417) 924-3526 or (877) 924-7126. E-mail: info@lauraingallswilder home.com. Web: www.lauraingallswilderhome.com.

MAYFLOWER DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 16, 1620. Anniversary of the departure of the Mayflower from Plymouth, England, with 102 passengers and a small crew. Vicious storms were encountered en route, which caused serious doubt about the wisdom of continuing, but the ship reached Provincetown, MA, Nov 21, and discharged the Pilgrims at Plymouth, MA, Dec 26, 1620.

MEXICO: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 16. National Day. The official celebration begins at 11 PM, Sept 15 and continues through Sept 16. On the night of the 15th, the President of Mexico steps onto the balcony of the National Palace at Mexico City and voices the same “El Grito” (Cry for Freedom) that Father Hidalgo gave on the night of Sept 15, 1810, which began Mexico’s rebellion from Spain.

NATIONAL PLAY-DOH® DAY. Sept 16. To commemorate the introduction of Play-Doh. Joe McVicker of Cincinnati sent some non-toxic wallpaper cleaner to his sister-in-law, a nursery school teacher. She found it to be an excellent replacement for modeling clay. In 1955, McVicker took the product to an educational convention and by 1956 Play-Doh was being sold commercially.

OLD IRONSIDES SAVED BY POEM: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 16, 1830. Alarmed by a newspaper report that Congress was to have the USS Constitution (popularly known as “Old Ironsides”) sent to a scrap yard, law student Oliver Wendell Holmes dashed off a poem in protest. The poem began “Ay, tear her tattered ensign down!/Long has it waved on high,/And many an eye has danced to see/That banner in the sky.” “Old Ironsides,” published anonymously this day in the Boston Daily Advertisor, was to stir up national outrage as newspaper after newspaper reprinted it. Congress instead appropriated money for the frigate’s reconstruction, and Old Ironsides still floats today. (Some historians think that Holmes never actually saw the ship he saved.) See also: “Old Ironsides Launched: Anniversary” (Oct 21).

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 16. National holiday. Commemorates independence from Australian administration in 1975.

REY, H.A.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 16, 1898. Born Hans Augusto Rey at Hamburg, Germany. Rey illustrated the Curious George series, while his wife, Margaret Rey, wrote the stories. He died at Cambridge, MA, Aug 26, 1977.

UNITED NATIONS: INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE OZONE LAYER. Sept 16. On Dec 19, 1994, the General Assembly proclaimed this day to commemorate the date in 1987 on which Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was signed (Res 49/114). States are invited to devote the Day to promote, at the national level, activities in accordance with the objectives of the Protocol. The ozone layer filters sunlight and prevents the adverse effects of ultraviolet radiation from reaching the Earth’s surface, thereby preserving life on the planet. For info: United Nations, Dept of Public Info, Public Inquiries Unit, Rm GA-57, New York, NY 10017. Phone: (212) 963-4475. Fax: (212) 963-0071. E-mail: inquiries@un.org.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Kimberly Alexis Bledel, 25, actress (“The Gilmore Girls”), born Houston, TX, Sept 16, 1981.

David Copperfield, 50, magician, illusionist, born Metuchen, NJ, Sept 16, 1956.

Robin Yount, 51, Hall of Fame baseball player, born Danville, IL, Sept 16, 1955.

SEPTEMBER 17 — SUNDAY

Day 260 — 105 Remaining

BATTLE OF ANTIETAM: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1862. This date has been called America’s bloodiest day in recognition of the high casualties suffered in the Civil War battle between General Robert E. Lee’s Confederate forces and General George McClellan’s Union army. Estimates vary, but more than 25,000 Union and Confederate soldiers were killed or wounded in this battle on the banks of the Potomac River at Maryland.

BURGER, WARREN E.: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1907. Former Chief Justice of the US, Warren E. Burger was born at St. Paul, MN. A conservative on criminal matters, but a progressive on social issues, he had the longest tenure (1969–86) of any chief justice in the 20th century. Appointed by President Nixon, he voted in the majority on Roe v Wade (1973), which upheld a woman’s right to an abortion, and on US v Nixon (1974), which forced Nixon to surrender audiotapes to the Watergate special prosecutor. He died June 25, 1995, at Washington, DC.

[image: Image] CITIZENSHIP DAY. Sept 17. Presidential Proclamation always issued for Sept 17 at request (Public Law 82–261 of Feb 29, 1952). Customarily issued as “Citizenship Day and Constitution Week.” Replaces Constitution Day.

CONSTITUTION OF THE US: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1787. Delegations from 12 states at the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia, PA, voted unanimously to approve the proposed document. Thirty-nine of the 42 delegates present signed it and the Convention adjourned, after drafting a letter of transmittal to the Congress. The proposed constitution stipulated that it would take effect when ratified by nine states. This day is a legal holiday in Arizona and Florida. For activities and lesson plans on the Constitution, visit the National Archives website at www.nara.gov/education/teaching/constitution/home.html.

[image: Image] CONSTITUTION WEEK. Sept 17–23. Presidential Proclamation always issued for the period of Sept 17–23 each year since 1955 (Public Law 84–915 of Aug 2, 1956).

FOSTER, ANDREW “RUBE”: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1879. Rube Foster’s efforts in baseball earned him the title of “The Father of Negro Baseball.” He was a manager and star pitcher, pitching 51 victories in one year. In 1919, he called a meeting of black baseball owners and organized the first black baseball league, the Negro National League. He served as its president until his death in 1930. Foster was born at Calvert, TX, the son of a minister. He died Dec 9, 1930, at Kankakee, IL.

HENDRICKS, THOMAS ANDREWS: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1819. The 21st vice president of the US (1885), born at Muskingum County, OH. Died at Indianapolis, IN, Nov 25, 1885.

NATIONAL CLEAN HANDS WEEK. Sept 17–23. Established by the Clean Hands Coalition, a unified alliance of public and private partners, working together to create and support coordinated, sustained initiatives to significantly improve health and save lives through clean hands. Activities will be held nationwide to raise awareness about the importance of good hand hygiene. Annually, the third full week in September. For info: E-mail: clean handscoalition@wiu.edu. Web: www.cleanhandscoalition.org.

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER CONSTITUTION WEEK. Sept 17–23. To celebrate and commemorate the signing of the US Constitution, Sept 17, 1787, the National Constitution Center sponsors special events and activities. Annually, Sept 17–23. Est attendance: 150,000. For info: Natl Constitution Center, 525 Arch St, Independence Mall, Philadelphia, PA 19106. Phone: (215) 409-6600. Web: www.constitutioncenter.org.

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER GROUNDBREAKING: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 2000. Established by an act of Congress, the National Constitution Center was constructed on Independence Mall at Philadelphia. It opened to the public on July 4, 2003. It was established to increase awareness and understanding of the US Constitution, its history and relevance to our daily lives. For more info, including teacher resources: www.constitutioncenter.org.

NATIONAL FARM ANIMALS AWARENESS WEEK. Sept 17–23. A week to promote awareness of farm animals and their natural behaviors. This week is dedicated to learning about farm animals and appreciating their many interesting and unique qualities. Annually, the third full week in September. For info: The Humane Society of the US, Farm Animal Section, 2100 L St NW, Washington, DC 20037. Phone: (301) 548-7706. Web: www.hsus.org.

[image: Image] NATIONAL FARM SAFETY AND HEALTH WEEK. Sept 17–23. Presidential Proclamation issued since 1982 for the third week in September. Previously, from 1944, for one of the last two weeks in July.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE FORMED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1920. The National Football League was formed at Canton, OH.

VON STEUBEN, BARON FRIEDRICH: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 17, 1730. Prussian-born general, born at Magdeburg, Prussia, who served in the American Revolution. He died at Remsen, NY, Nov 28, 1794.

[image: Image]

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Bjorn Berg, 83, illustrator (Old Mrs Pepperpot), born Munich, Germany, Sept 17, 1923.

Mark Brunell, 36, football player, born Los Angeles, CA, Sept 17, 1970.

Paul Goble, 73, author and illustrator (Caldecott for The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses), born Surrey, England, Sept 17, 1933.

Charles E. Grassley, 73, US Senator (R, Iowa), born New Hartford, IA, Sept 17, 1933.

Phil Jackson, 61, former basketball coach, former player, author (Sacred Hoops), born Deer Lodge, MT, Sept 17, 1945.

Gail Carson Levine, 59, author (Ella Enchanted, The Fairy’s Mistake, The Wish), born New York, NY, Sept 17, 1947.

David H. Souter, 67, Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court, born Melrose, MA, Sept 17, 1939.

Rasheed Wallace, 32, basketball player, born Philadelphia, PA, Sept 17, 1974.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 18 — MONDAY

Day 261 — 104 Remaining

CHILE: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 18. National holiday. Gained independence from Spain in 1810.

COLUMBUS’S LAST VOYAGE TO THE NEW WORLD: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1502. Columbus landed at Costa Rica on his fourth and last voyage to the New World. He returned to Spain in 1504 and died there in 1506.

DIEFENBAKER, JOHN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1895. Canadian lawyer, statesman and Conservative prime minister (1957–63). Born at Normandy Township, ON, he died at Ottawa, ON, Aug 16, 1979. Diefenbaker was a member of the Canadian Parliament from 1940 until his death.

IRON HORSE OUTRACED BY HORSE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1830. In a widely celebrated race, the first locomotive built in America, the Tom Thumb, lost to a horse. Mechanical difficulties plagued the steam engine over the nine-mile course between Riley’s Tavern and Baltimore, MD, and a boiler leak prevented the locomotive from finishing the race. In the early days of trains, engines were nicknamed “Iron Horses.”

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY. Sept 18. To involve citizen volunteers in cleaning and maintaining public lands. Each year, more than 70,000 volunteers take part in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. For info: The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation. Web: www.npld.com.

READ, GEORGE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1733. Lawyer and signer of the Declaration of Independence, born at Cecil County, MD. Died Sept 21, 1798, at New Castle, DE.

STORY, JOSEPH: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1779. Associate justice of the US Supreme Court (1811–45) was born at Marblehead, MA. “It is astonishing,” he wrote a few months before his death, “how easily men satisfy themselves that the Constitution is exactly what they wish it to be.” Story died Sept 10, 1845, at Cambridge, MA, having served 33 years on the Supreme Court bench.

US AIR FORCE ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1947. Although its heritage dates back to 1907 when the Army first established military aviation, the US Air Force became a separate military service on this date.

US CAPITOL CORNERSTONE LAID: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 18, 1793. President George Washington laid the Capitol cornerstone at Washington, DC, in a Masonic ceremony. That event was the first and last recorded occasion at which the stone with its engraved silver plate was seen. In 1958, during the extension of the east front of the Capitol, an unsuccessful effort was made to find it. For a virtual tour of the Capitol: www.senate.gov/vtour/welcome.htm.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Lance Armstrong, 35, cyclist, seven-time winner of the Tour de France, born Plano, TX, Sept 18, 1971.

Robert F. Bennett, 73, US Senator (R, Utah), born Salt Lake City, UT, Sept 18, 1933.

Sara Hildebrand, 27, Olympic diver, born St. Paul, MN, Sept 18, 1979.

Ticha Penichiero, 32, basketball player, born Figueira da Foz, Portugal, Sept 18, 1974.
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SEPTEMBER 19 — TUESDAY

Day 262 — 103 Remaining

CARROLL, CHARLES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19, 1737. American Revolutionary leader and signer of the Declaration of Independence, born at Annapolis, MD. The last surviving signer of the Declaration, he died Nov 14, 1832, at Baltimore, MD.

“ICEMAN” MUMMY DISCOVERED: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19, 1991. At 10,531 feet in the Austrian-Italian Alps, two hikers discovered a 5,300-year-old frozen mummy. The late Neolithic man, nicknamed “Iceman” and “Ötzi” (for the Ötzal Alps), carried rough bow and arrows as well as a copper axe, and wore a grass cloak for warmth. His shoes were made from bearskin, deer hide and tree bark. Ötzi, who now rests as a frozen exhibit at the South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology at Bolzano, Italy, was gently thawed in September 2000 in order for scientists to conduct valuable DNA analysis and determine his last meal. For more info: Ice Mummy: Discovery of a 5,000 Year Old Man, by M. & C. Dubowski (Random House, 0-679-85647-1, $3.99 Gr. 4 & up).

MEXICO CITY EARTHQUAKE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19–20, 1985. Nearly 10,000 persons perished in the earthquakes (8.1 and 7.5, respectively, on the Richter scale) that devastated Mexico City. Damage to buildings was estimated at more than $1 billion, and 100,000 homes were destroyed or severely damaged. For more info go to the National Earthquake Information Center: www.neic.cr.usgs.gov.

NETHERLANDS: PRINSJESDAG. Sept 19. Official opening of parliament at The Hague. The queen of the Netherlands, by tradition, rides in a golden coach to the Hall of Knights for the annual opening of parliament. Annually, on the third Tuesday in September.

POWELL, LEWIS F., JR: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19, 1907. Former associate justice of the Supreme Court of the US, nominated by President Nixon, Oct 21, 1971. (Took his seat Jan 7, 1972.) Justice Powell was born at Suffolk, VA. In 1987, he announced his retirement from the Court. He died Aug 25, 1998, at Richmond, VA. For more info: oyez.northwestern.edu/justices/justices.cgi.

RAIN OF FROG EGGS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19, 2003. In a remarkable phenomenon, a Connecticut resident discovered that the sky was raining down frog eggs on this date. Apparently, Hurricane Isabel had swept them up in North Carolina and released them farther north as the storm dissipated.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER (SAINT KITTS) AND NEVIS: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 19. National holiday. Commemorates the independence of these Caribbean islands from Britain in 1983.

TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY. Sept 19. A day when people everywhere add a touch of larceny to their dialogue by talking like pirates: for example, “Arr, matey, it be a fine day.” While it is inherently a guy thing, women have been known to enjoy the day because they have to be addressed as “me beauty.” Arr! Annually, Sept 19. For info: Mark Summers. E-mail: capnslappy@talklikea pirate.com. Web: www.talklikeapirate.com.

TYPOGRAPHIC SMILEY FACE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 19, 1982. Seeking a way to avoid online misunderstandings, a Carnegie Mellon University computer scientist suggested tagging messages with a “smiley face” made up of a colon, minus sign and closing parentheses to be read sideways that would alert the recipient of a lighthearted tone. Dr. Scott E. Fahlman posted this symbol—now universally referred to as an emoticon—on a university electronic message board on this day in 1982.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

James Haskins, 65, author (Bayard Rustin: Behind the Scenes of the Civil Rights Movement), born Montgomery, AL, Sept 19, 1941.

Nick Johnson, 28, baseball player, born Sacramento, CA, Sept 19, 1978.

SEPTEMBER 20 — WEDNESDAY

Day 263 — 102 Remaining

FIRST COMPLETE CIRCLE IN AN AIRPLANE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 20, 1904. Orville Wright, flying a new plane, the Wright Flyer II, made the first complete circle in an airplane at Huffman Prairie, just outside Dayton, OH. As the Wright Brothers continued to experiment with flying, they used a catapult to help launch their flying machine in the air.

IBBY CONGRESS. Sept 20–24. Beijing, China. 30th annual. IBBY, the International Board on Books for Young People, holds their biennial conference. The theme for 2006 is “Children’s Literature and Social Development.” For info: Secretariat, International Board on Books for Young People, Nonnenweg 12, Postfach, CH - 4003, Switzerland. Phone: +4161-272 29 17. Fax: +4161-272 27 57. E-mail: ibby@eye.ch. Web: www.ibby.org.

NATIONAL YOUTH OF THE YEAR. Sept 20 (tentative). Washington, DC. Each year a Boys and Girls Club member is selected by a panel of judges from among five regional finalists to be the National Youth of the Year and spokesperson for Boys and Girls Clubs of America. This selection is open to Boys and Girls Club members only—ages 18 and under. Finalists are selected based on leadership qualities and service exhibited to home and family, spiritual values, service to community and Club, excellence in school and obstacles overcome. Winners are presented at a Congressional breakfast and to the president at the White House. Usually awarded the third Wednesday in September. For info: Kevin W. Davis, Dir of Program Services, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 1230 W Peachtree St NW, Atlanta, GA 30309. Web: www.bgca.org.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Arthur Geisert, 65, author and illustrator (Oink, The Giant Ball of String, Roman Numerals I to M), born Dallas, TX, Sept 20, 1941.

Guy Lefleur, 55, Hall of Fame hockey player, born Thurso, QC, Canada, Sept 20, 1951.

Michael J. Rosen, 52, author (Elijah’s Angel, The Heart Is Big Enough), born Columbus, OH, Sept 20, 1954.

Tony Tallarico, 73, author, illustrator (I Can Draw Everything, Drawing & Cartooning Sci-Fi), born Brooklyn, NY, Sept 20, 1933.

SEPTEMBER 21 — THURSDAY

Day 264 — 101 Remaining

ARMENIA: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 15th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21. Public holiday. Commemorates independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

BELIZE: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 25th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21. National holiday. Commemorates independence of the former British Honduras from Britain in 1981.

CHIEF JOSEPH: DEATH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21, 1904. Nez Percé chief, whose Indian name was In-Mut-Too-Yah-Lat-Lat, was born about 1840 at Wallowa Valley, Oregon Territory, and died on the Colville Reservation at Washington State. Faced with war or resettlement to a reservation, Chief Joseph led a dramatic attempt to escape to Canada. After three months and more than 1,000 miles, he and his people were surrounded 40 miles from Canada and sent to a reservation at Oklahoma. Though the few survivors were later allowed to relocate to another reservation at Washington, they never regained their ancestral lands.

HOPKINSON, FRANCIS: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21, 1737. Signer of the Declaration of Independence. Born at Philadelphia, PA, he died there May 9, 1791.

HOUDINI PREMIERES HIS GREATEST ESCAPE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21, 1912. The master magician and escape artist Harry Houdini premiered his greatest escape act on this date at the Circus Busch in Berlin, Germany. It was his Water Torture Cell, which involved lowering Houdini into a glass-fronted, water-filled brass cell upside down—his ankles locked into clamps. The audience could see him briefly underwater, then a screen was placed in front so that Houdini could perform his secret escape— which he accomplished in two minutes or less. The act was a sensation. Only a handful of people knew the secret of the Water Torture Cell and they never divulged it. See also: “Houdini, Harry: Birth Anniversary” (Mar 24).

MALTA: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 21. National Day. Commemorates independence from Britain in 1964.

[image: Image] NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY. Sept 21. Annually, the third Thursday in September.

TAYLOR, MARGARET SMITH: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 21, 1788. Wife of Zachary Taylor, 12th president of the US, born at Calvert County, MD. Died Aug 18, 1852.

UNITED NATIONS: INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE. Sept 21. The General Assembly, in resolution 55/282, of Sept 7, 2001, decided that, beginning in 2002, the International Day of Peace should be observed on Sept 21 each year. The Assembly declared that the Day be observed as a day of global ceasefire and non-violence, an invitation to all nations and people to honor a cessation of hostilities during the Day.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Stephen King, 59, author (Pet Sematary, The Shining, Misery), born Portland, ME, Sept 21, 1947.

Bill Murray, 56, comedian (“Saturday Night Live”), actor (Ghost-busters, Groundhog Day), born Evanston, IL, Sept 21, 1950.

Nicole Richie, 25, television personality (“The Simple Life”), born Berkeley, CA, Sept 21, 1981.

[image: Image]

SEPTEMBER 22 — FRIDAY

Day 265 — 100 Remaining

ELEPHANT APPRECIATION DAY. Sept 22. Celebrate the earth’s largest, most interesting and most noble endangered land animal. Free info kit from: Wayne Hepburn, Mission Media Inc, PO Box 50095, Sarasota, FL 34232. Web: www.himandus.net/elephanteria.

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 22, 1862. One of the most important presidential proclamations of American history, in which Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves in the rebelling states. (Four slave states had not seceded from the Union.) “That on . . . [Jan 1, 1863] . . . all persons held as slaves within any state or designated part of a state, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever, free. . . .” For more info go to Ben’s Guide to US Government for Kids: bensguide.gpo.gov. See also: “13th Amendment: Anniversary” (Dec 18) for abolition of slavery in all states.

ICE CREAM CONE: BIRTHDAY. Sept 22, 1903. Italo Marchiony emigrated from Italy in the late 1800s and soon thereafter went into business at New York, NY, with a pushcart dispensing lemon ice. Success soon led to a small fleet of pushcarts, and the inventive Marchiony was inspired to develop a cone, first made of paper, later of pastry, to hold the tasty delicacy. On Sept 22, 1903, his application for a patent for his new mold was filed, and US Patent No 746971 was issued to him Dec 15, 1903.

MALI: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Sept 22. National holiday commemorating independence from France in 1960. Mali, in West Africa, was known as French Sudan while a colony.

MOON PHASE: NEW MOON. Sept 22. Moon enters New Moon phase at 7:45 AM, EDT.

ROSH HASHANAH BEGINS AT SUNDOWN. Sept 22. Jewish New Year. See “Rosh Hashanah” (Sept 23).

SLOBODKINA, ESPHYR: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 22, 1908. Author and illustrator of much-beloved children’s books, she was born at Cheliabinsk, Siberia. She came to America at the age of 20 and met her mentor, Margaret Wise Brown, through a family friend. She illustrated several of Brown’s titles (The Little Fireman, Sleepy ABC) but after Brown’s death, decided to try her hand at writing as well as illustrating. Her most popular book is Caps for Sale: A Tale of a Peddler, Some Monkeys and Their Monkey Business, which has sold more than two million copies since its publication in 1938. Slobodkina died July 28, 2002, at Glen Head, NY.

SOLAR ECLIPSE. Sept 22. Annular eclipse of the sun. Visible in South America, west Africa and Antarctica. See Curriculum Connection.

US POSTMASTER GENERAL ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 22, 1789. Congress established the office of postmaster general, following the departments of state, war and treasury.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Bonnie Hunt, 42, actress (Cheaper by the Dozen, Beethoven, Jumanji), born Chicago, IL, Sept 22, 1964.

Ronaldo, 30, soccer player, born Ronaldo Luiz Nazario de Lima, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sept 22, 1976.

[image: Image]


SEPTEMBER 22 ECLIPSES

The event of an eclipse is an excellent way to teach your students about astronomy. An awareness of the movement and relative placement of the sun, moon and earth helps to explain this phenomenon that has inspired fear, legends and awe for thousands of years.

In many cultures, a solar eclipse was seen as a bad omen because the sun, giver of life, was inexplicably darkened. In fact the English word eclipse has roots in a Greek term meaning “leave.” The ancient Athenians saw an eclipse as a sign from an angry god, and in the Bible an eclipse accompanies earthquakes at the end of the world. Many cultures, including those in Asia and Central America, held that during an eclipse the sun was being devoured by a dragon or demon, and that the noise from drums and arrows shot into the sky would bring about the release of the sun. It always worked!

What exactly is an eclipse? In astronomical terms, an eclipse occurs when one celestial body blocks another. We can observe two main types of eclipses: solar and lunar. Both types of eclipses will happen only when the sun, earth and moon are in a direct line. This is an infrequent but periodic occurrence because the plane of the moon’s orbit around the earth is tilted about 5 degrees in comparison to the plane of the earth’s orbit around the sun.

Solar eclipses are more stunning and rarer than lunar eclipses. They occur only when the moon is in the new moon phase, which means that the moon is directly between the sun and the earth. If the planes are aligned, the moon’s shadow falls on the earth in a band about 10,000 miles long but only about 100 miles wide. A solar eclipse can be observed only within this narrow band, called the path of totality. A total eclipse is seen from the central part of the shadow, or the umbra. On the edges of the shadow, the penumbra, a partial eclipse is witnessed.

During a total solar eclipse the entire sun is blotted out by the moon, and daylight fades into an eerie twilight in which the brighter stars and planets can be seen in the sky. Around the black disk covering the sun’s face, the sun’s corona can be seen. The corona, a region of extremely hot charged gas particles, is usually not visible because the sun itself is too bright. Prominences and flares on the sun’s surface are also visible. The solar eclipse lasts only a few moments, but the experience will be remembered for a lifetime.

It is very important during a solar eclipse to avoid looking directly at the sun. Even gazing at the partial sun can cause irreversible eye damage. A safe and easy method of observing a solar eclipse is to use a pinhole projector. The San Francisco science museum called The Exploratorium offers detailed instructions to make a pinhole projector at exploratorium.edu/eclipse/how.html.

Lunar eclipses are more common than solar eclipses because when they occur they can be viewed from anywhere on the night side of the earth. Lunar eclipses occur only during a full moon, when the earth is positioned directly between the sun and the moon. During a total lunar eclipse, the entire moon is darkened, but not blacked out, by the earth’s shadow. Some of the sunshine is bent, or refracted, by the earth’s atmosphere and reaches the moon on the other side. Because wavelengths of red are refracted less, the moon at totality can be colored striking shades of red or orange.

Visit NASA’s Eclipse Home Page to find the next date of an eclipse in your area at http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse/eclipse.html. Any additional questions you have about eclipses can be found in the book Eclipse! The What, Where, When, Why, & How Guide to Watching Solar & Lunar Eclipses by Philip S. Harrington (Wiley, 0-471-12795-7, $16.95 All ages). For some ideas on building models with your class or doing hands-on activities, refer to Experiments with the Sun and the Moon by Salvatore Tocci (Children’s Press, 0-516-27469-4, $6.95 Ages 4–8).

—Adrienne van den Beemt



SEPTEMBER 23 — SATURDAY

Day 266 — 99 Remaining

AUTUMN. Sept 23–Dec 21. In the Northern Hemisphere, autumn begins today with the autumnal equinox, at 12:03 AM, EDT. Note that in the Southern Hemisphere today is the beginning of spring. Everywhere on Earth (except near the poles) the sun rises due east and sets due west and daylight length is nearly identical—about 12 hours, 8 minutes.

BANNED BOOKS WEEK—CELEBRATING THE FREEDOM TO READ. Sept 23–30. Brings to the attention of the general public the importance of the freedom to read and the harm censorship causes to our society. Sponsors: American Library Association, American Booksellers Association, American Booksellers Association for Free Expression, American Society of Journalists and Authors, Association of American Publishers, National Association of College Stores. For lists of frequently challenged books, visit the following websites: www.ala.org/bbooks/index.html and www.cs.cmu.edu/People/spok/most-banned.html. For info: Judith F. Krug, American Library Assn, Office for Intellectual Freedom, 50 E Huron St, Chicago, IL 60611. Phone: (312) 280-4223. Fax: (312) 280-4227. E-mail: oif@ala.org. Web: www.ala.org/bbooks.

CHARLES, RAY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 23, 1930. Born at Albany, GA, Ray Charles Robinson began losing his sight at age 5. He began formal music training at the St. Augustine School for the Deaf and Blind, and by age 15 was earning a living as a musician. He went on to become one of the most influential performers of all time. As a pianist, singer, songwriter, band leader and producer, he played country, jazz, rock, gospel and standards. His renditions of “Georgia on My Mind,” “I Can’t Stop Loving You” and “America the Beautiful” are considered true American classics. He died at Beverly Hills, CA, June 10, 2004.

JAPAN: AUTUMNAL EQUINOX DAY. Sept 23. National holiday. When this day falls on a Sunday, it is celebrated on the following Monday.

“THE JETSONS” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 23, 1962. “Meet George Jetson. His boy Elroy. Daughter Judy. Jane, his wife....” These words introduced us to the Jetsons, a cartoon family living in the 21st century, the Flintstones of the Space Age. We followed the exploits of George and his family, as well as his unstable work relationship with his greedy, ruthless boss Cosmo Spacely. Voices were provided by George O’Hanlon as George, Penny Singleton as Jane, Janet Waldo as Judy, Daws Butler as Elroy, Don Messick as Astro, the family dog, and Mel Blanc as Spacely. New episodes created in 1985 introduced a new pet, Orbity.

KIWANIS KIDS’ DAY. Sept 23. To honor and assist youth—our greatest resource. Annually, the fourth Saturday in September. For info: Kiwanis Intl, Member Services, 3636 Woodview Trace, Indianapolis, IN 46268. E-mail: kiwanismail@kiwanis.org. Web: www.kiwanis.org.

[image: Image]

LEWIS AND CLARK BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL SIGNATURE EVENT: CONFLUENCE WITH DESTINY. Sept 23–24. St. Louis, MO. On Sept 23, 1806, the Lewis and Clark Expedition officially ended when the explorers arrived in St. Louis, MO. In commemoration of the bicentennial of this event, a consortium of Missouri and Illinois state, county and local groups will re-create this return: A flotilla of watercraft will originate at various historic sites on the Missouri and Mississippi rivers and converge on the riverfront. A series of programs and events will explore the multicultural composition of the expedition. Representatives from all of the Tribal Nations encountered by Lewis and Clark will be invited to participate in this final national signature event of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. For info: Karen Goering, Natl Council of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, PO Box 11940, St. Louis, MO 63112-0040. Phone: (314) 454-3160 or (888) 999-1803. E-mail: info@lewisandclark200.org. Web: www.lewisandclark200.org.

LIBRA, THE BALANCE. Sept 23–Oct 22. In the astronomical/astrological zodiac that divides the sun’s apparent orbit into 12 segments, the period Sept 23–Oct 22 is identified traditionally as the sun sign of Libra, the Balance. The ruling planet is Venus.

“LITTLE ROCK NINE”: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 23, 1957. Nine African-American students entered Central High School at Little Rock, AR. They had tried to begin school Sept 4 but were denied entrance by National Guard troops called out by Governor Orval Faubus to resist integration. President Dwight Eisenhower responded by sending federal troops to protect the students. Eight of the nine students completed the school year, showing America that black students could endure the hatred directed at them.

McGUFFEY, WILLIAM HOLMES: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 23, 1800. American educator and author of the famous McGuffey Readers, born at Washington County, PA. Probably no other textbooks have had a greater influence on American life. More than 120 million copies were sold. McGuffey died at Charlottesville, VA, May 4, 1873.

[image: Image] NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY. Sept 23. Presidential Proclamation 4682, of Sept 11, 1979, covers all succeeding years. Annually, the fourth Saturday of September.

PLANET NEPTUNE DISCOVERY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 23, 1846. Neptune is 2,796,700,000 miles from the sun (about 30 times as far from the sun as Earth). Eighth planet from the sun, Neptune takes 164.8 years to revolve around the sun. Diameter is about 31,000 miles compared to Earth at 7,927 miles. Discovered by German astronomer Johann Galle. For more info: Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto, by Robin Kerrod (Lerner, 0-8225-3908-X, $21.27 Gr. 4–6) or go to Nine Planets: Multimedia Tour of the Solar System at www.seds.org/billa/tnp.
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ROSH HASHANAH or JEWISH NEW YEAR. Sept 23. Jewish holy day; observed on following day (Sept 24) also. Hebrew calendar date: Tishri 1, 5767. Rosh Hashanah (literally “Head of the Year”) is the beginning of 10 days of repentance and spiritual renewal. (Began at sundown of previous day.)

SAUDI ARABIA: ANNIVERSARY OF KINGDOM UNIFICATION. Sept 23. National holiday. Commemorates unification in 1932.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Bruce Brooks, 56, author (What Hearts, The Moves Make the Man), born Washington, DC, Sept 23, 1950.

Eric Scott Montross, 35, basketball player, born Indianapolis, IN, Sept 23, 1971.

SEPTEMBER 24 — SUNDAY

Day 267 — 98 Remaining

BEHN, HARRY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 24, 1898. Author, best remembered for his children’s books Trees and Crickets and Bullfrogs and Whispers of Thunder. Born at McCabe, CT, Behn died Sept 5, 1973.

CAMBODIA: CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION DAY. Sept 24. National holiday. Commemorates the constitution of 1993.

DEAF AWARENESS WEEK. Sept 24–30. Nationwide celebration to promote deaf culture, American Sign Language and deaf heritage. Activities include library displays, interpreted story hours, Open Houses in residential schools and mainstream programs, exhibit booths in shopping malls with “Five Minute Sign Language Lessons,” material distribution. Annually, the last full week of September. For info: National Assn of the Deaf, 814 Thayer Ave, Silver Spring, MD 20910-4500. Fax: (301) 587-1791. E-mail: nadinfo@nad.org. Web: www.nad.org.

[image: Image] GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY. Sept 24. Presidential Proclamation always for last Sunday of each September since 1936. Proclamation 2424 of Sept 14, 1940, covers all succeeding years.

GUINEA-BISSAU: INDEPENDENCE DAY: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 24. National holiday. Commemorates independence from Portugal in 1974.

HENSON, JIM: 70th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 24, 1936. Puppeteer, born at Greenville, MS. Jim Henson created a unique brand of puppetry known as the Muppets. Kermit the Frog, Big Bird, Rowlf, Bert and Ernie, Gonzo, Animal, Miss Piggy and Oscar the Grouch are a few of the puppets that captured the hearts of children and adults alike in television and film productions including “Sesame Street,” “The Jimmy Dean Show,” “The Muppet Show,” The Muppet Movie, The Muppets Take Manhattan, The Great Muppet Caper and The Dark Crystal. Henson began his career in 1954 as producer of the TV show “Sam and Friends” at Washington, DC. He introduced the Muppets in 1956. His creativity was rewarded with 18 Emmy Awards, 7 Grammy Awards, 4 Peabody Awards and 5 ACE Awards from the National Cable Television Association. Henson died unexpectedly May 16, 1990, at New York, NY. For more info: Jim Henson: Young Puppeteer, by Leslie Gourse (Aladdin, 0-68-983398-9, $4.99 Gr. 4–7).

MARSHALL, JOHN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 24, 1755. Fourth Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, born at Germantown, VA. Served in House of Representatives and as secretary of state under John Adams. Appointed by President Adams to the position of chief justice in January 1801, he became known as “The Great Chief Justice.” Marshall’s court was largely responsible for defining the role of the Supreme Court and basic organizing principles of government in the early years after adoption of the Constitution in such cases as Marbury v Madison, McCulloch v Maryland, Cohens v Virginia and Gibbons v Ogden. He died at Philadelphia, PA, July 6, 1835. For more info: oyez.northwestern.edu/justices/justice.cgi.


SEPTEMBER 24 PUNCTUATE? PUNCTUATE!

Today is National Punctuation Day, a day for schoolchildren across the country to pay homage to those squiggly little marks on the printed page that can make the difference between clarity of communication and confusion as to the writer’s intent.

A San Francisco–area businessman, Jeff Rubin, created this holiday in 2004 after years of frustration with the poor punctuation and grammar he observed in newspapers, magazines and even correspondence from his own clients. As the owner of a newsletter publishing company, he sees a lot of writing. Rubin and others feel that a decline in punctuation skills leads to a general decline in writing ability, which in turn leads to difficulties in accurately conveying one’s thoughts to others. And as dozens of books on the market will tell you, successful people in any career have good communication skills.

The beginning of a school year is a perfect time to help students become aware of the correct use of punctuation marks. The National Punctuation Day website (nationalpunctua tionday.com) offers a tongue-in-cheek suggestion on how to celebrate the day that can be modified to suit children. Perhaps the class could be divided into small groups that would be focused on only one or two punctuation marks. While poring over a daily newspaper to find punctuation errors, the students could have the pleasure of playing teacher by circling mistakes with a red pencil. To balance the exercise, a few examples of correct usage could be highlighted with a different-colored pencil.

Children could also pay attention as they go through their commercial districts (even more fun would be in the school itself) and find any poorly punctuated signs or notices, write them down and share them with the class.

There are many books available that teach children the importance of printer’s marks and the correct ways to use them. A delightful story for young children is Punctuation Takes a Vacation by Robin Pulver (Holiday House, 0-8234-1687-9, $16.95 Ages 4–8), which reveals the consequences of life without any punctuation—nothing the children read or write makes any sense! Following the story is a very simple list of rules for seven basic punctuation marks. Punctuation Power! Punctuation and How to Use It by Marvin Terban (Scholastic, 0-590-38674-3, $6.95 Gr. 4–9) includes a section that explains the special punctuation needs of play scripts, bibliographies and direct quotes that would be helpful for older students in their writing assignments.

A good resource for teachers is How to Punctuate: Grades 6–8 by Michelle Breyer (Teacher Created Resources, 1-57690-488-1, $7.99), a workbook with a variety of exercises to help students gain an understanding of the importance and correct use of six basic punctuation marks. Joyful Learning: Punctuation Puzzles & Mazes (Gr. 4–8) by Jim Halverson (Teaching Resources, 0-439-40808-3, $10.95) includes teaching tips along with reproducible puzzles and mazes.

—Betty Schaal



MOZAMBIQUE: ARMED FORCES DAY. Sept 24. National holiday. Commemorates the beginning of the 1964 war for independence.

NATIONAL PUNCTUATION DAY. Sept 24. A celebration of the lowly comma, the correctly used quote and other proper uses of periods, semicolons and the ever mysterious ellipsis. See Curriculum Connection. For info: Jeff Rubin, Put It in Writing Newsletter Publishers, 1517 Buckeye Ct, Pinole, CA 94564. Phone: (877) 588-1212 (toll-free) or (510) 724-9507. Fax: (510) 741-8698. E-mail: jeff@put-it-in-writing.com. Web: www.put-it-in-writing.com.

RAMADAN: THE ISLAMIC MONTH OF FASTING. Sept 24–Oct 23. Begins on Islamic lunar calendar date Ramadan 1, 1427, and observance starts at sunset on the previous day. Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, is holy because it was during this month that the Holy Qur’an [Koran] was revealed. All adults of sound body and mind fast from dawn (before sunrise) until sunset to achieve spiritual and physical purification and self-discipline, abstaining from food, drink and intimate relations. It is a time for feeling a common bond with the poor and needy, a time of piety and prayer. Different methods for “anticipating” the visibility of the new moon crescent at Mecca are used by different Muslim groups. US date may vary. Began at sunset the preceding day.

RAWLS, WILSON: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 24, 1913. Author (Where the Red Fern Grows), born at Scraper, OK. Died Dec 16, 1984. For a study guide to Where the Red Fern Grows: glencoe .com/sec/literature/litlibrary.

SOUTH AFRICA: HERITAGE DAY. Sept 24. A celebration of South African nationhood, commemorating the multicultural heritage of this rainbow nation.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Jane Cutler, 70, author (Darcy and Gran Don’t Like Babies), born the Bronx, NY, Sept 24, 1936.

Eddie George, 33, football player, born Philadelphia, PA, Sept 24, 1973.

Morgan Hamm, 24, Olympic gymnast, born Ashland, WI, Sept 24, 1982.

Paul Hamm, 24, Olympic gold medal gymnast, born Ashland, WI, Sept 24, 1982.

Kevin Sorbo, 48, actor (“Hercules”), born Mound, MN, Sept 24, 1958.

SEPTEMBER 25 — MONDAY

Day 268 — 97 Remaining

FAST OF GEDALYA. Sept 25. Jewish holiday. Hebrew calendar date: Tishri 3, 5767. Tzom Gedalya begins at first light of day and commemorates the 6th-century BC assassination of Gedalya Ben Achikam.

FIRST AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1690. The first (and only) edition of Publick Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestick was published by Benjamin Harris, at the London-Coffee-House, Boston, MA. Authorities considered this first newspaper published in the US offensive and ordered immediate suppression.

FIRST WOMAN SUPREME COURT JUSTICE: 25th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1981. Sandra Day O’Connor was sworn in as the first woman associate justice of the US Supreme Court on this date. She had been nominated by President Ronald Reagan in July 1981. For more info: oyez.northwestern.edu/justices/jus tices.cgi.

GREENWICH MEAN TIME BEGINS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1676. On this day two very accurate clocks were set in motion at the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, England. Greenwich Mean Time (now called Universal Time) became standard for England; in 1884 it became standard for the world.

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL’S FIRST DOUBLEHEADER: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1882. The first major league baseball doubleheader was played between the Providence, RI and Worcester, MA teams.

PACIFIC OCEAN DISCOVERED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1513. Vasco Núñez de Balboa, a Spanish conquistador, stood high atop a peak in the Darien, in present-day Panama, becoming the first European to look upon the Pacific Ocean, claiming it as the South Sea in the name of the King of Spain.

REEVE, CHRISTOPHER: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1952. Born at New York, NY, this actor was best known for his portrayal of the title character in Superman (1978) and three sequels during the 1980s. After being paralyzed in a horseback riding accident, he was confined to a wheelchair and became an activist for spinal-cord research and awareness. He died at Mount Kisco, NY, Oct 10, 2004.

RWANDA: REPUBLIC DAY. Sept 25. National holiday. Commemorates the 1961 referendum that abolished the monarchy.

SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 25, 1890. Area in central California established as a national park. For more info: www.nps.gov/sequ.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Cooper Edens, 61, author (If You’re Afraid of the Dark, Remember the Night Rainbow; Santa Cows), born Washington, DC, Sept 25, 1945.

Jim Murphy, 59, author of nonfiction (The Great Fire, The Boy’s War, An American Plague), born Newark, NJ, Sept 25, 1947.

Andrea Davis Pinkney, 43, author (Dear Benjamin Banneker, I Smell Honey, Duke Ellington), born Sept 25, 1963.

Scottie Pippen, 41, former basketball player, born Hamburg, AR, Sept 25, 1965.

James Ransome, 45, illustrator (Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt), born Rich Square, NC, Sept 25, 1961.

Will Smith, 38, rapper, actor (“The Fresh Prince of Bel Air,” Men in Black), born Philadelphia, PA, Sept 25, 1968.

Barbara Walters, 75, journalist, interviewer, TV host (“20/20”), born Boston, MA, Sept 25, 1931.
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SEPTEMBER 26 — TUESDAY

Day 269 — 96 Remaining

APPLESEED, JOHNNY: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 26, 1774. John Chapman, better known as Johnny Appleseed, believed to have been born at Leominster, MA. Died at Allen County, IN, Mar 11, 1845. Planter of orchards and friend of wild animals, he was regarded as a great medicine man by the Indians. For more info: Johnny Appleseed: The Story of a Legend, by Will Moses (Philomel, 0-3992-3153-6, $16 Gr. K–3).

“THE BRADY BUNCH” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 26, 1969. This enduring sitcom starred Robert Reed as widower Mike Brady, who has three sons and is married to Carol (played by Florence Henderson), who has three daughters. Nutty housekeeper Alice was played by Ann B. Davis. Sons Greg (Barry Williams), Peter (Christopher Knight) and Bobby (Mike Lookinland) and daughters Marcia (Maureen McCormick), Jan (Eve Plumb) and Cindy (Susan Olsen) experienced the typical crises of youth. The original series ended in 1974, but film spoofs, TV specials and short-lived series have followed since.

FIRST TELEVISED PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 26, 1960. The debate between presidential candidates John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon was televised from WBBM-TV in Chicago, IL.

GERSHWIN, GEORGE: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 26, 1898. American composer remembered for his many enduring songs and melodies, including “The Man I Love,” “Strike Up the Band,” “Funny Face,” “I Got Rhythm” and the opera Porgy and Bess. Many of his works were in collaboration with his brother, Ira. Born at Brooklyn, NY, he died of a brain tumor at Beverly Hills, CA, July 11, 1937. See also: “Gershwin, Ira: Birth Anniversary” (Dec 6). For more info: George Gershwin: American Composer, by Catherine Reef (Morgan Reynolds, 1-883846-58-7, $19.95 Gr. 5–8).

POPE PAUL VI: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 26, 1897. Giovanni Battista Montini, 262nd pope of the Roman Catholic Church, born at Concesio, Italy. Elected pope June 21, 1963. Died at Castel Gandolfo, near Rome, Italy, Aug 6, 1978.

SHAMU’S BIRTHDAY. Sept 26. Shamu was born at Sea World at Orlando, FL, Sept 26, 1985, and is the first killer whale born in captivity to survive. Shamu is now living at Sea World’s Texas park. For more info: www.seaworld.org/killer_whale/killerwhales.html.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Serena Williams, 25, tennis player, born Saginaw, MI, Sept 26, 1981.

SEPTEMBER 27 — WEDNESDAY

Day 270 — 95 Remaining

ADAMS, SAMUEL: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 27, 1722. Revolutionary leader and Massachusetts state politician Samuel Adams, cousin to President John Adams, was born at Boston. He died there Oct 2, 1803. As a delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses, Adams urged a vigorous stand against England. He signed the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation and supported the war for independence. Adams served as lieutenant governor of Massachusetts under John Hancock from 1789 to 1793 and then as governor until 1797.

ANCESTOR APPRECIATION DAY. Sept 27. A day to learn about and appreciate one’s forebears. For info: A.A.D. Assn, 2460 Devonshire Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2706.

ETHIOPIA: CROSS DAY. Sept 27. National holiday. Commemorates the finding of the true cross (Maskal). Also a holiday in Eritrea.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL: FEAST DAY. Sept 27. French priest, patron of charitable organizations and founder of the Vincentian Order and cofounder of the Sisters of Charity. Canonized 1737 (lived 1581?–1660).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Martin Handford, 50, author and illustrator (Where’s Waldo?), born London, England, Sept 27, 1956.

Stephen Douglas (Steve) Kerr, 41, basketball player, born Beirut, Lebanon, Sept 27, 1965.

Mike Schmidt, 57, Hall of Fame baseball player, born Dayton, OH, Sept 27, 1949.

Gerhard Schroeder, 56, former Chancellor of Germany, born Mossenberg, Germany, Sept 27, 1950.

Bernard Waber, 82, author (Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile; The House on East 88th Street; Ira Sleeps Over), born Philadelphia, PA, Sept 27, 1924.
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SEPTEMBER 28 — THURSDAY

Day 271 — 94 Remaining

CABRILLO DAY: ANNIVERSARY OF DISCOVERY OF CALIFORNIA. Sept 28, 1542. California. Commemorates discovery of California by Portuguese navigator Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo who reached San Diego Bay. Cabrillo died at San Miguel Island, CA, Jan 3, 1543. His birth date is unknown. The Cabrillo National Monument marks his landfall and Cabrillo Day is still observed in California (in some areas on the Saturday nearest Sept 28—Sept 30 in 2006).

POKÉMON DEBUTS IN AMERICA: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 28, 1998. This wildly popular Game Boy game, featuring Mewtwo, Pikachu, Meowth and Snorlax, first debuted in Japan on Feb 27, 1996. The goal of the game is to find, capture and train the hundreds of different Pokémon (pocket monsters). Trading cards also proved immensely popular with US kids. The Pokémon animated TV show debuted in 1998 and Pokémon the First Movie: Mewtwo Strikes Back was released Nov 10, 1999. Several sequels followed, as well as numerous other video games, toys and other related merchandise.

STATE FAIR OF VIRGINIA. Sept 28–Oct 8. Richmond Raceway Complex, Richmond, VA. The pride of Virginia’s industry of agriculture can be seen in more than 3,000 exhibitions, competitions and shows. Virginia’s greatest annual educational and entertainment event. Est attendance: 350,000. For info: State Fair of Virginia, PO Box 26805, Richmond, VA 23261-6805. Phone: (804) 569-3200. Fax: (804) 569-3252. Web: www.statefairva.org.

TAIWAN: CONFUCIUS’S BIRTHDAY AND TEACHERS’ DAY. Sept 28. National holiday, designated as Teachers’ Day. Confucius is the Latinized name of Kung-futzu, born at Shantung province on the 27th day of the tenth moon (lunar calendar) in the 22nd year of Kuke Hsiang of Lu (551 BC). He died at age 72, having spent some 40 years as a teacher. Teachers’ Day is observed annually on Sept 28.

WIGGIN, KATE DOUGLAS: 150th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 28, 1856. Kate Wiggin was born Kate Douglas Smith at Philadelphia, PA. She helped organize the first free kindergarten on the West Coast in 1878 at San Francisco, and in 1880 she and her sister established the California Kindergarten Training School. After moving back to the East Coast, she devoted herself to writing, producing a number of children’s books including The Birds’ Christmas Carol, Polly Oliver’s Problem and Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. She died at Harrow, England, Aug 24, 1923.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Grant Fuhr, 44, former hockey player, born Spruce Grove, AB, Canada, Sept 28, 1962.

Lenny Krayzelburg, 31, Olympic gold medal swimmer, born Odessa, USSR (now Ukraine), Sept 28, 1975.

Se Ri Pak, 29, golfer, born Daejeon, South Korea, Sept 28, 1977.

Gwyneth Paltrow, 33, actress (Shakespeare in Love, Emma), born Los Angeles, CA, Sept 28, 1973.

Brian Rafalski, 33, hockey player, born Dearborn, MI, Sept 28, 1973.

Naomi Watts, 38, actress (King Kong), born Shoreham, Kent, England, Sept 28, 1968.

SEPTEMBER 29 — FRIDAY

Day 272 — 93 Remaining

BALTIMORE BOOK FESTIVAL. Sept 29–Oct 1. Baltimore, MD. The mid-Atlantic’s premier celebration of literary arts features authors, poetry readings, cookbook and home & garden demonstrations, and more than 125 exhibitors and booksellers. Many special programs for children. For info: Baltimore Book Fest, 7 Redwood St, Ste 500, Baltimore, MD 21202. Phone: (410) 752-8632. Fax: (410) 385-0361. Web: www.baltimorebookfestival.com.

BERENSTAIN, STAN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 29, 1923. Author and illustrator born Philadelphia, PA, Stan Berenstain published his first children’s book, The Great Honey Hunt, in 1962. He and his wife, Jan, went on to collaborate on more than 200 books featuring “The Berenstain Bears,” a loveable family of bears dealing with the everyday problems that children face. The beloved characters have had their own television show, videos, DVDs and toys, and remain popular today. Berenstain died at Bucks County, PA, Nov 26, 2005.

ENGLAND: SCOTLAND YARD: ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE. Sept 29, 1829. The first public appearance of Greater London’s Metropolitan Police occurred amid jeering and abuse from disapproving political opponents. Public sentiment turned to confidence and respect in the ensuing years. The Metropolitan Police had been established by an act of Parliament in June 1829, at the request of Home Secretary Sir Robert Peel, after whom the London police officers became more affectionately known as “bobbies.” Scotland Yard, the site of their first headquarters near Charing Cross, soon became the official name of the force.

FERMI, ENRICO: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 29, 1901. Nuclear physicist, born at Rome, Italy. Played a prominent role in the splitting of the atom and in the construction of the first American nuclear reactor. Died at Chicago, IL, Nov 16, 1954.


SEPTEMBER 29 SUPERMARINE S.6B SEAPLANE BREAKS SPEED RECORD

“A bird is an instrument working according to a mathematical law. It lies within the power of man to make this instrument with all its motions.”—Leonardo da Vinci

Although flight had been in the dreams and imaginations of people for thousands of years, Leonardo da Vinci was the first person to draw hundreds of flying machines demonstrating how humans could fly. However, none of his designs succeeded, and it was not until 1903 that the Wright brothers achieved the first sustained powered flight.

Since then, countless advances in aviation have been made. A noteworthy advance occurred on Sept 29, 1931. G.H. Stainforth, an Englishman, broke the speed record in the British Supermarine S.6B seaplane, which became the fastest vehicle when it reached a speed of 407.5 mph (656 kmh). At the time, this was a major technical accomplishment in aviation, as most planes flew at speeds of less than 200 mph.

Mathematics plays a large role in aviation. You can demonstrate the use of math in calculating the rate of paper airplanes in flight by using the formula rate × time = distance (r × t = d). Begin the activity by describing some significant events in the history of flight, based on The Story of Flight: From the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum by Judith E. Rinard (Firefly Books, 1-55297-694-7, $8.95 Ages 8–11). You may also want to highlight the importance of mathematics in these achievements.

Students can construct paper airplanes by following the directions on www.paperplane.org/patterns/sample.html or in Kids’ Paper Airplane Book by Ken Blackburn (Workman Publishing, 0-7611-0478-X, $12.95 Ages 4–8). Students work in groups of four and take turns throwing their paper airplanes in a designated section of the room or in the hallway. One of the other three students times how long the plane stays in the air, another measures the distance the plane flew and the fourth records the data. Students can switch roles after each throw. After all the planes have flown, students can determine the rate of their flights by using the previously cited formula. You may want to introduce the formula by having students calculate the rate of the Wright brothers’ flight. You may also have students compare the rate, time and distance achieved by their paper airplanes with those of the Wright brothers’ flight and the speed of the Supermarine S.6B seaplane. Students will gain a greater appreciation for the role of mathematics in aviation, as well as learn about the rate × time distance formula.

—Erin Muschla



MICHAELMAS. Sept 29. The feast of St. Michael and All Angels in the Greek and Roman Catholic churches.

PARAGUAY: BOQUERÓN DAY. Sept 29. National holiday. Commemorates a battle during the Chaco War in 1932.

SEAPLANE BREAKS SPEED RECORD. Sept 29, 1931. Since the Wright Brothers first flew a plane in 1903, numerous advances have been made in aviation history. On this date, G.H. Stainforth, a British air lieutenant, broke the speed record for flight in the British Supermarine S.6B Seaplane, which became the fastest vehicle when it reached a speed of 407.5 MPH (656 KPH). At the time, this was a major technical accomplishment in aviation as most planes flew at speeds of less than 200 MPH. See Curriculum Connection.

SPACE MILESTONE: DISCOVERY (US). Sept 29, 1988. Space Shuttle Discovery, after numerous reschedulings, launched from Kennedy Space Center, FL, with a five-member crew on board, and landed Oct 3 at Edwards Air Force Base, CA. It marked the first American manned flight since the Challenger tragedy in 1986. See also: “Challenger Space Shuttle Explosion: Anniversary” (Jan 28).

STATE FAIR OF TEXAS. Sept 29–Oct 22. Fair Park, Dallas, TX. Features a Broadway musical, college football games, new car show, concerts, livestock shows and traditional events and entertainment including exhibits, creative arts and parades. Est attendance: 3,000,000. For info: Public Relations, State Fair of Texas, PO Box 150009, Dallas, TX 75315. Phone: (214) 421-8716. Fax: (214) 421-8710. E-mail: pr@bigtex.com. Web: www.bigtex.com.
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BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Mohini Bhardwaj, 28, Olympic gymnast, born Philadelphia, PA, Sept 29, 1978.

Bryant Gumbel, 58, TV host (“Today,” “The Public Eye”), sportscaster, born New Orleans, LA, Sept 29, 1948.

Donald Hall, 78, poet and author (The Ox-Cart Man, When Willard Met Babe Ruth), born New Haven, CT, Sept 29, 1928.

Bill Nelson, 64, US Senator (D, Florida), born Miami, FL, Sept 29, 1942.

Lech Walesa, 63, Polish labor leader, Solidarity founder, born Popowo, Poland, Sept 29, 1943.

SEPTEMBER 30 — SATURDAY

Day 273 — 92 Remaining

ARCHAEOPTERYX FOSSIL DISCOVERY ANNOUNCED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1861. German scientist Hermann von Meyer announced the discovery of an incredible fossil in Bavaria’s Solnhofen limestone quarries in a scholarly journal on this date—exciting the world’s scientific community. Although a fossilized feather had been discovered a month earlier, this find was a complete skeleton of a “feather-clad” animal that showed both avian and reptilian characteristics. The Jurassic period creature (some 150 million years old) was later named Archaeopteryx, or “ancient wing.” It is considered the oldest known bird. It was the size of a pigeon and had teeth as well as grasping claws on its wings.

BABE RUTH SETS HOME RUN RECORD: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1927. George Herman “Babe” Ruth hit his 60th home run of the season off Tom Zachary of the Washington Senators. Ruth’s record for the most homers in a single season stood for 34 years— until Roger Maris hit 61 in 1961. Maris’s record was broken in 1998, first by Mark McGwire of the St. Louis Cardinals and then by Sammy Sosa of the Chicago Cubs. In 2001 the record was broken by Barry Bonds with 73 home runs.

BOTSWANA: INDEPENDENCE DAY: 40th ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30. National holiday. The former Bechuanaland Protectorate (British Colony) became the independent Republic of Botswana in 1966.

D’AULAIRE, EDGAR PARIN: BIRTH ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1898. Author, with his wife, Ingri (Norse Gods and Giants), born at Munich, Germany. Died May 1, 1986.

FEAST OF SAINT JEROME. Sept 30. Patron saint of scholars and librarians.

“THE FLINTSTONES” TV PREMIERE: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1960. This Hanna Barbera cartoon comedy was set in prehistoric times. Characters included two Stone Age families, Fred and Wilma Flintstone and their neighbors Barney and Betty Rubble. In 1994 The Flintstones film was released, starring John Goodman, Rick Moranis, Elizabeth Perkins and Rosie O’Donnell.

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1972. Area in western Texas along Texas–New Mexico border, originally authorized Oct 15, 1966, was established as a national park. For more info: www.nps.gov/gumo/index.htm.

HALEAKALA NATIONAL PARK ESTABLISHED: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1960. Summit of a volcano on Maui in the Hawaiian Islands was authorized as a part of Hawaii National Park on Aug 1, 1916. In 1960 Haleakala was established as a separate national park. The park was expanded in 1969 to include the Kipahulu Valley. For more info: www.nps.gov/hale/index.htm.

LIVE GIANT SQUID CAUGHT ON FILM: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 2004. On this date, a live giant squid was photographed in the wild for the first time ever. Japanese scientists took hundreds of photos of the elusive sea creature (whose scientific name is Architeuthis) more than 2,950 feet below the surface near Japan’s Ogasawara Islands as it aggressively attacked bait. The creature was estimated to be about 25 feet long. Little is known about this deep sea animal and it had never been observed before in its habitat.

MEREDITH ENROLLS AT OLE MISS: ANNIVERSARY. Sept 30, 1962. Rioting broke out when James Meredith became the first black to enroll in the all-white University of Mississippi. President Kennedy sent US troops to the area to force compliance with the law. Three people died in the fighting and 50 were injured. On June 6, 1966, Meredith was shot while participating in a civil rights march in Mississippi. On June 25 Meredith, barely recovered, rejoined the marchers near Jackson, MS.

MOON PHASE: FIRST QUARTER. Sept 30. Moon enters First Quarter phase at 7:04 AM, EDT.

[image: Image]

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

Martina Hingis, 26, tennis player, born Kosice, Slovakia, Sept 30, 1980.

Blanche Lambert Lincoln, 46, US Senator (D, Arkansas), born Helena, MT, Sept 30, 1960.

Dominique Moceanu, 25, Olympic gold medal gymnast, born Hollywood, CA, Sept 30, 1981.
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ERAS YEAR  BEGINS

jewish* 5767 Sept23
Chinese (Year of the Dog)... ... .......4704 Jan29
Japanese (Heisel) 18 Janl
Indian (Saka). ... ... . ... ... 1928 Mar22
Islamic (Hegira)** 1927 Jan 31

*Year begins the presious day at sunset
**Year begins the previous evening at moon crescent,

RELIGIOUS CALENDARS—2006
Christian Holy Days

Epiphany Jan 6
hrove Tuesday Feb 28
Ash \'\’ednerday Mar 1
Lent . RN R Mar 1-Apr 15
Palm Sunday Apr 9
Good Friday, 1711111 g g
Easter. Apr 16
Ascension Day May 25
Whit Sunday (Pentecost) June 4
Trinity Sunday June 11
First Sunday in Advent .. L ey
Christmas Day. Dec 25
Eastern Orthodox Church Observances
Great Lent begins Mar 6
Pascha (Easter) . . L Apr23
Ascension June 1
Pentecost June 11
Jewish Holy Days*
Purim Mar 14
Passover (15t day) Apr 13
Shavuot. June 2-3
Tisha By Aug 3
Rosh Hashanah (New Yeur Sept 23-24
Yom Kippur R B -Oct2
Succoth Oct 7-12
Chanukah Dec 16-23

*All Jewish holy days begin the previous day at sundown
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CIVIL CALENDAR—MEXICO—2006

New Year's Day.
Constitution Day
Benito Juarez Birthday
Labor Day.

Battle of Puebla Day (Cinco de Mayo)
Independence Day*

Dia de La Raza.

Mexican Revolution Day
Guadalupe Day . .

~Celebration begins St 15 at 100

ECLIPSES—2006
Penumbral eclipse of the Moon.
Total eclipse of the Sun
Partial eclipse of the Moon
Annular eclipse of the Sun

SEASONS—2006
Spring (Vernal Equinoy)

Summer (Summer Solstice).

Autumn (Autumnal Equinos)

Winter (Winter Solsice).

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME SCHEDULE—2006

Mar 20, 1:26 v, s
June 21, 8:26 av, e
Sept 23, 12:03 v, ot

Dec 21, 7:22 ra, st

Jan 1

Feb 5
Mar 21
May 1
May 5
Sept 16
Oct 12
Nov 20
Dec 12

Mar 14
Mar 29

Sept 7
Sept 22

Sunday, Apr 2, 2:00 Am-Sunday, Oct 29, 2:00 AM—in all time zones.
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Islamic Holy Days**
Islamic New Year (1427).
First Day of Ramadan (1427). .
Eid-ALEitr (1427)
**All Islamic hoy days begin the previous evening at moon crescert.

CIVIL CALENDAR—USA—2006

New Year's Day. ...
Martin Luther Kings Birthday (obsve)
Lincoln's Birthday ...
Washington's Birthday (obsvd)/Presidents’ Day
Memorial Day (obsvd)
Independence Day.
Labor Day.

Columbus Day (obsvd) .
General Election Day
Veterans Day........
Thanksgiving Day.

Other Days Widely Observed in US—2006
Groundhog Day (Candlemas)
St. Valentine's Day
St. Patrick’s Day
Mother's Day
Flag Day
Father's Day
National Grandparents Day.
Halloween

CIVIL CALENDAR—CANADA—2006
Victoria Day.

Canada Day.

Labor Day.

Thanksgiving Day

Remembrance Day

Boxing Day ..

Jan 31

- Sept 24

Oct 24

Jan 1
Jan 16

~Feb 12

Feb 20
May 29
July 4
Sept 4
.0ct
Nov7

~Nov1l

Nov 23

Feb 2
Feb 14
Mar 17
May 14
June 14
June 18

- Sept 10

Oct 31

May 22
July 1
Sept 4
Oct§
Nov11

- Dec 26
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ERAS YEAR  BEGINS

Jewish* 5768 Sept13
Chinese (Year of the Boar) ... ... ....4705 Feb1§
Japanese (Heisei) 19 Jant

Indian (Saka). ... ... .. ... 1920 Mar22
Islamic (Hegira)** 1428 Jan20

“Year begins the presious day at sunset
Near begins the previous evening at moon crescent,

RELIGIOUS CALENDARS—2007
Christian Holy Days

Epiphany Jan 6
Shrove Tuesday Feb 20
Ash Wednesday Feb 21
b R 21 A
Palm Sunday Apr1
Good Priday' v swasssasesmessvenisnsassis oADED
Faster. Aprg
Ascension Day May 17
Whit Sunday (Pentecost) May 27
Trinity Sunday June 3
First Sunday in Advent ... Dee 2
Christmas Day. Dec 25
Eastern Orthodox Church Observances
Great Lent begins Feb 19
Pisclia (Raster) s 2R SO E e SO i A
Ascension May 17
Pentecost May 27
Jewish Holy Days*

Purim Mar 4
Passover (1t day) Apr3
Shavuot May 23-24
Tisha Bav July 24
Rosh Hashanah (Nevw Year) Sept 13-14
Yom KIppur ... Sept 22

uccoth Sept 27-Oct 2
Chanukah Dec 5-12

*AllJewish boly days begin the previous day at sundown.
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CIVIL CALENDAR—MEXIC0O—2007

New Year's Day. Jan 1
Constitution Day Feb 5
Benito Juarez birthday Mar 21
Labor Day. ... May 1
Battle of Puebla Day((mcndc\/law) -, Mays
Independence Day* ... Sept 16
Dia de La Raza. L o
Mexican Revolution Day Nov20
Guadalupe Day Dec 12

*Celebration begins Sept 15 4t 11:00 s

ECLIPSES—2007
Total eclipse of the Moon Mar 3

Partial eclipse of the Sun .+ Mar 19

Total eclipse of the Moon. . - Aug 28

Partial eclipse of the Sun . . ~Sept 11
SEASONS—2007

Spring (Vernal Equinox) Mar 20, 8:07 e, eor

Summer (Summer Solstice). June 21, 2:06 pu, eor

Autumn (Autumnal Equinox) Sept 23, 5:51 aw, eor

Winter (Winter Solstice) Dec 22, 1:08 A, st

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME SCHEDULE—2007*
Sunday, Mar 11, 2:00 Av-Sunday, Nov 4, 2:00 axi—in al time zones.
*Extended per the Energy Policy Act of 2005,
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Islamic Holy Days**
Islamic New Year (1428)
First Day of Ramadan (1428). ...
Eid-ALFitr (1428)
#*All Itamic holy daysbegin the previous evening af moon erescen.

CIVIL CALENDAR—USA—2007
New Year's Day. ... .

Martin Luther King’s Birthday (obsva) .

Lincoln’s Birthday . ...

Washington's Birthday (obsvd)/Presidents’ Day .
Memorial Day (obsvd)

fdependence Day.

Labor Day

Columbus Day (obsvd) ...
General Election Day

Veterans Day....

Thanksgiving Day.

Other Days Widely Observed in US—2007
Groundhog Day (Candlemas)
St. Valentine's Day
St. Patrick's Day
Mother's Day
Flag Day
Father's Day
National Grandparents Day. ...
Hallowe'en

CIVIL CALENDAR—CANADA—2007
Victoria Day
Canada Day. .
Labor Day. ...
Thanksgiving Day
Remembrance Day
Boxing Day

Jan 20

< Sept 13

Oct 13

~Janl
Jan 15
Feb 12
Feb 19
May 28
July 4
Sept 3

.0ct8

Nov 6
Nov 11
Nov22

Feb 2
Feb 14
Mar 17
May 13
June 14
June 17
“Sept 9
Oct31
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