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Want to learn more?

We hope you enjoy this McGraw-Hill eBook! If you’d like more information about this book, its author, or related books and websites, please click here.

To Patty White, our favorite bookworm,
who reads books, hoards books,
and keeps them as friends forever
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CHAPTER ONE
Careers for Bookworms
Investigating the Opportunities
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In 1815, Thomas Jefferson wrote in a letter to John Adams, “I cannot live without books.” Today, bookworm bloggers are commenting online: “I’ve never met a bookstore that I didn’t like.” “I do not understand the concept of being too busy to read.” “I’ll read anything—even the back of a ketchup bottle.” “I have more bookshelf space than floor space.” They are also going online to display their book collections to fellow cybersurfers. And one of the great benefits of the Internet is the websites that let bookworms find fellow book aficionados who direct them to even more books to read. This is a golden age for bookworms. Never before have there been so many printed materials to read. In North America, you have the choice of more than 1.5 million titles in print. Plus, there are actually billions of opportunities to read online materials, from newspapers to magazines to encyclopedias to government documents to the websites themselves, with their diverse information. And many bookworms now enjoy reading e-books on a variety of new devices.

While being a bookworm today might peg you as a member of a relatively small group of people, many young children are likely to join you in the future. They have recently discovered the magic of reading—in large part through the Harry Potter series. Their enthusiasm even extends at times to eschewing television for reading.

It is not difficult to recognize fellow bookworms. They are the ones with their noses buried in books on buses and planes. They read while eating a solitary lunch in a cafeteria. They read at swimming pools, on park benches, and even in front of television sets. Libraries and bookstores are their second homes. Wherever there are books, there will be bookworms close by.

Bookworms are entranced by great literature, captivated by mysteries, enthralled by biographies, fascinated by histories, attracted to nonfiction, and drawn to all books, from encyclopedias to bestsellers. The longer bookworms live with books, the more the magnetism of books draws them into reading more and more titles. They are the most educated people on earth.

A Bookworm’s Perfect Job

You will be delighted to know that your love of the printed page can lead to a career in which having to read at work is a qualification for many jobs. If you see yourself reading from nine to five every day, start looking at all the ads in newspapers and magazines and on websites to find that special job that will let you do even more reading. Read the ads carefully, and you will find appealing jobs like these:


	JUNIOR REFERENCE LIBRARIAN—FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

DUTIES

• Provide information and documentation

• Compile and update reading lists

QUALIFICATIONS

• Master’s degree in library sciences or library and information sciences

• Knowledge of reference sources, printed and in various electronic formats, and of official government publications

• Knowledge of online searching techniques and of the major commercial database systems

• Knowledge of current affairs

ASSOCIATE EDITOR—TRAVEL MAGAZINE

Description: Candidates should have previous magazine experience. Must be willing to travel and attend evening events. Must be able to handle multiple responsibilities simultaneously. Must be able to turn in quality work on tight monthly deadlines.

Requirements: Strong editing and proofreading skills required. Knowledge of or interest in travel.





	BOOK REVIEWER—TRADE MAGAZINE

Description: Seeking experienced reviewers in the nonfiction areas of house and home improvement, gardening, cooking, entertaining, and parenting. Must be able to demonstrate the following with published clips: grammatically expert and straightforward writing style; extensive knowledge of subject matter in which you indicate interest.

Requirements: Please note the subcategories within nonfiction in which you can demonstrate your strongest suits. Show through clips and a very detailed cover letter how you can back up your claims.

STORY ANALYST—MAJOR HOLLYWOOD STUDIO

Description: Must have experience in reading scripts and writing coverages. Must have excellent command of grammar and easy-to-read writing style.

Requirements: Must be union story analyst. Must be willing to work on studio lot. Must be able to work full-time.





A Brief Look at Job Possibilities

Several years ago, a confirmed bookworm was browsing through the first edition of this book hoping to find a job that involved substantial amounts of reading. When she chanced to read the section on special libraries, she immediately knew that this was the place where she wanted to work. Today, this bookworm is happily reading on the job as deputy manager in the research department of the library at BusinessWeek magazine. In Chapter 2, you will read about how she got this job and how much reading she is fortunate to do at work every day. We hope this book will help you discover a job that will let you be paid for reading. Here is a bird’s eye view of some of the jobs you will read about in this book.

Library Careers

A librarian’s career is one where you get to hang out with books on the job. You also get to share your workday with fellow bookworms because almost every librarian is a bookworm. Besides books, today’s libraries have the most advanced media, from the Internet to virtual libraries. The main job of librarians remains the same as it was in the past, however: to collect, organize, and make information available to people. The difference is that they now use technology to handle much of their work. They also have the opportunity to work in a wide variety of settings. You will find librarians working at such places as law offices, newspapers, magazines, and even zoos.

Book Publishing Careers

More than two hundred thousand books are being published each year in North America by more than eighty thousand publishing houses—resulting in many jobs in this area for bookworms. The job is especially appealing because jobs like editor, proofreader, indexer, and book critic present opportunities to do a lot of reading on the job. Book publishing companies come in all sizes. You could work in a large publishing house, like the one that published this book, or a small one with just a few employees. Because so many bookworms want to be involved in the process of creating books, there is considerable competition for publishing jobs. The easiest way to get your foot in the door at these companies is by working as an intern or taking any kind of entry-level position.

Magazine and Newspaper Careers

Bookworms do not just bury their noses in books. They read anything that is printed, especially magazines and newspapers. Today, they are also reading the online versions of these publications. The Internet has opened up more job possibilities for bookworms. Although many of the editorial jobs in magazines and newspapers are similar to those in book publishing, there are several additional jobs. Think about all the letters magazines and newspapers receive; someone has to read them and handle them appropriately. Then research must be done to ensure that everything that is printed is accurate and that reporters have all the background information needed for their articles. Within this variety, several jobs offer bookworms the opportunity to do nothing but read.

Internet Career Opportunities

Bookworms will always have a passion for books and the printed page. Today, however, they sometimes leave the world of print to read their beloved books sitting in front of a computer or while using such things as a cell phone or handheld electronic reader. When you are thinking of a career that will let you read for a great part of the day on the job, don’t forget to consider looking at jobs associated with the Internet. Many new and interesting careers are evolving that are perfect for bookworms, from being an indexer or abstractor to developing a website that will attract bookworms.

Glamorous Reading Careers

Bookworms are not just fascinated by the printed word. Many are drawn to jobs in the movie industry, television, radio, and public relations that offer a touch of glamour. A few find careers in front of a microphone or camera. Most work behind the scenes. After all, someone has to be hired to screen scripts to discover the right properties for a movie studio or television show and to handle a superstar’s mail. And behind every talk-show host on radio and television, there is usually a producer reading like crazy to find topics that will grab an audience. A few of these jobs require working closely with stars, especially those in public relations.

Education Careers

Teachers in the early grades have the awesome task of teaching children how to read. And at every grade level, they have the opportunity to inspire children to become bookworms. You can’t be an effective teacher without doing considerable reading to increase your knowledge. Classroom teachers read textbooks and accompanying teachers’ manuals, professional journals, books, and magazines to enrich the curriculum for their students. University professors read and research to obtain their doctorates, then they continue reading and researching to publish scholarly works that will help them achieve tenure. In fact, the higher the teaching level, the more reading you will do as part of your job.

Research Careers

Never before has there been so much information that people want to access or put together in a meaningful way. And all this abundance of information can be found from ancient documents to Internet websites. Being a researcher often means reading all day on the job. Imagine yourself as a historian reading through the papers of past presidents, searching for the rationale behind important political decisions. Or you could be doing research at a pharmaceutical company to find information on effective herbal cures used in the eighteenth century. While jobs in research were once found primarily at universities, there are now abundant opportunities for research with the government, businesses, and think tanks.

Public-Sector Careers

Because the government is the largest single employer in North America, bookworms are likely to find many jobs that appeal to them in the public sector. The career options are endless, as the government employs people in just about every occupation the private sector does, as well as many found only in the public sector. At the federal and state or provincial levels, you could work for elected or appointed officials reading mail and handling constituent requests. On the local level, you could spend your time helping people search for property titles and more. Overall, your best chance for employment with the government is at the local level because this is where most of the jobs are.

Private-Sector Careers

In North America, the private sector is the area where the greatest number of jobs are. These jobs are scattered in thousands of businesses—large and small—throughout the United States and Canada. While most jobs in the private sector may require some reading, bookworms will want to gravitate toward those professions that require considerable reading. All doctors need to read to keep current in their profession, lawyers read a lot in preparing every case, and clergy members are required to do considerable reading to prepare their weekly sermons. Stockbrokers and corporate people also find themselves reading reports much of the day.

Even More Careers for Bookworms

Bookworms may want to go beyond looking for jobs in places where books are traditionally found: libraries, schools, and publishing companies. Bookworms may be perfect for jobs as translators, storytellers, genealogy researchers, and news clippers for individuals and companies. Every year, more possibilities emerge. However, it does take some investigation to discover these jobs. Then, of course, there is another ideal job for a true bookworm—being an author and writing books.

Job Qualifications

Bookworms speak frequently and eloquently about their love for books. They consider books not only as prized possessions but also as true friends. However, a love of books and reading is not sufficient qualification for many jobs that require a significant amount of reading. Education really counts. In many cases, having a bachelor’s degree isn’t even enough. Quite often a master’s degree is a prerequisite for being considered for a position. And there are many jobs for bookworms where holding double master’s degrees or a doctorate would be helpful. Fortunately, bookworms tend to want to study and receive as much education as possible. In preparing for a career, bookworms also need to realize that most reading jobs now require sophisticated computer skills.

How to Find the Perfect Job

As you read the personal career stories of bookworms in each chapter, pay special attention to how they got their jobs. You will discover that many of them found their jobs through networking. Even when you are searching for your first job, networking can be an effective job-search tool. Talk to college teachers in the field where you are searching for a job. Tell friends and family members that you are looking for a job. Ask them if they have any contacts who might be able to help you in your search. Besides newspaper ads and online job websites, visit the websites of associations in the field in which you are searching. Be sure to create an effective resume by reading printed and online materials and learn how to write a cover letter that will sell you to potential employers. And once you get a job interview, learn all you can about the organization. Have family and friends ask you potential interview questions to help you practice your responses. There is considerable advice in both printed materials and online websites to help you ace job interviews.

For Further Reading

John Adams demonstrated how well he knew what it was like to be a bookworm when he stated, “I read my eyes out and can’t read half enough…. The more one reads the more one sees we have to read.” Bookworms should become familiar with books like these in searching for the perfect job:

Bennett, Scott. The Elements of Resume Style: Essential Rules and Eye-Opening Advice for Writing Resumes and Cover Letters That Work. New York: AMACOM Books, 2005.

Dikel, Margaret Riley, and Frances E. Roehm. Guide to Internet Job Searching 2008–2009. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008.

Enelow, Wendy S., and Louise Kursmark. Cover Letter Magic: Trade Secrets of Professional Resume Writers. Indianapolis, IN: JIST Works, 2006.

Oliver, Vicky. 301 Smart Answers to Tough Interview Questions. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks, Inc., 2005.

Powers, Paul. Winning Job Interviews. Franklin Lakes, NJ: Career Press, 2004.

United States Department of Labor. The Big Book of Jobs 2007–2008. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

United States Department of Labor. Occupational Outlook Handbook. Indianapolis, IN: JIST Works, annual.


CHAPTER TWO
Library Careers
Connecting People with Everything in Print
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Consider joining the close to five hundred thousand librarians and library workers in North America who have found one of the most perfect workplaces for bookworms—the library. No other career lets you spend your workday hanging out with stacks of books. While libraries have changed since your parents were kids, books still remain a librarian’s major business even though libraries now house the most advanced media, including virtual libraries, the Internet, CD-ROM, and remote access to a wide range of resources. As a bookworm, there’s another great advantage to working in a library: your coworkers as well as many library patrons are likely to be bookworms who share your passion for books and will be eager to talk to you about what they have read and want to read. Plus, there is the wonderful opportunity to hook children on books and help them learn the joy of being bookworms.

If you decide to work in a library, you will be in good company. Aristotle is probably the first well-known librarian. He gathered a collection of books for his school in Athens, founded in 347 B.C. Two famous colonial figures, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, were also librarians. Pinchpenny Franklin started a subscription library, limiting circulation to subscribers who paid a yearly fee. Not only did Jefferson catalog and classify materials for the University of Virginia library, his own personal library had ten thousand books. After the first Library of Congress burned, Jefferson’s collection became the nucleus of the new library.

Being a librarian can lead to other careers. Pope Pius XI updated and reorganized the Vatican Library before he became pope. The Brothers Grimm, who wrote so many fairy tales, were librarians, too. Familiar modern figures who were librarians include J. Edgar Hoover, who worked at the Library of Congress while completing his law degree, and Mao Tse-tung, who was a library assistant at the Beijing University library. Mao carried periodicals to readers’ tables and earned the same salary as an unskilled laborer. First Lady Laura Bush was a librarian, and, for a short time in recent years, an American astronaut even set up a small library on the Mir space station.

From four thousand years ago until today, the focus of the librarian’s job is much the same. Librarians collect, organize, and make information available to people. What is new to the job is the important role technology plays in the work.

Where Librarians Work

When you choose to work as a librarian, it may not always be in a modern, comfortable, spacious environment. You may drive all day in a bookmobile, work next door to a laboratory with all its varied odors, or hand out books at a remote army base. All of this remarkable assortment of libraries in North America is usually divided into these four categories: public, school, academic, and special. But no matter whether a library is located at a zoo, in a law office, in a metropolitan area, or in a small rural community, the librarian is the person who provides the essential services. Hours on the job vary, with two out of ten librarians working part-time. School librarians usually have the same hours as teachers, except on the college level, where they may work on weekends. Most special librarians work normal business hours.

The Familiar Public Library

Bookworms are always well acquainted with the public libraries in their areas. And there is no shortage of libraries to visit. The United States has approximately 16,500 central and branch public libraries, while Canada has more than 2,500. These libraries, which are usually supported locally, vary greatly in size. You can get lost in the huge New York Public Library with its seven million books or find yourself in a small one-room library within the Arctic Circle. Regardless of size or location, all public libraries require librarians to fulfill the same mission of serving the people who use them. This also means having at least a core of reference books for everyone in the community, plus sections with materials for children and adults. In some areas, libraries have sections to meet the special needs of a particular community. For example, the Detroit Public Library has a variety of materials on the history of the automobile, and the Toronto Public Library has a collection of pictures illustrating the history of Canada. Furthermore, most public libraries now have computers to give users access to library databases and the Internet.

School Libraries

The little old red schoolhouse typically did not have a library. However, in recent years, more and more schools in the United States have added libraries because teachers are asking their students to get information beyond what is in textbooks. Today, there are more than ninety-three thousand school libraries. The trend is just the opposite in Canada, where most public schools no longer have libraries. Those that do have libraries that are run by teacher-librarians and are open only for a limited number of hours.

The contents of school libraries tie closely to what is being taught at the schools. Obviously, high school libraries have a far wider range of materials than those in elementary, middle, or junior high schools. Because today’s school libraries are also storehouses for films, filmstrips, recordings, videos, and graphic materials and provide access to all types of information through computers, they are now usually called library media centers or just media centers.

Academic Libraries

“Where are you going?” one college student asks another. Not surprisingly, the answer is often “to the library.” Students go to the library to find information, to do research, and to study at the large tables or special study carrels.

Not all academic libraries are the same. Community college libraries tend to cater to the needs of adult and vocational learners. College libraries vary greatly in size and scope. The library at Harvard University, with its close to sixteen million volumes, is the second largest in the United States. However, because of library networks and interlibrary loans, students at any university can obtain just about any book that they want. University libraries are usually the largest academic libraries. Many have very specialized collections on specific subjects. The gigantic University of California library system has collections devoted to subjects such as citrus fruits, California history, and oceanography. At a large university, you may find many separate libraries devoted to specific subjects located all over the campus.

Because of the knowledge boom that began in the 1950s and continues today, there has been a real increase in library building to store all this information. There has also been a fantastic increase in the use of computers in libraries to access all the information stored online throughout the world.

Special Libraries

Special is the key word to use in describing these libraries because they deal with specialized subjects, such as pharmacology, medicine, law, transportation, and religion. They have users who want special information, such as the federal requirements to be followed in removing asbestos or the best treatment for Parkinson’s disease. Without these special libraries, people would find it impossible to keep up with the latest information in so many areas—especially in scientific fields. What follows is just a glimpse at some of the special libraries that exist, and all these libraries have jobs for librarians.

Government Libraries

The Library of Congress, the National Library of Medicine, and the Library of Agriculture are three government libraries in the United States that have developed such extensive collections that they are considered national libraries. In addition, the government operates an amazing number of libraries. Each branch of the armed services has technical, educational, and recreational libraries on a nationwide and worldwide basis. The navy even operates libraries on board ships. You will find libraries at Veterans Administration hospitals, the National Weather Service, the Patent and Trademark Office, the Environmental Protection Agency, and in virtually every department of the government. The states also operate their own libraries. The list of government libraries is almost endless. In Canada, Library and Archives is the national library, with the provinces also operating their own libraries.

Business Libraries

When employees at a firm need information, they can often find it in the company library. Special libraries can be found in businesses such as the following:

• banks

• accounting firms

• steel companies

• public utilities

• television stations

• aeronautics firms

• investment houses

• newspapers

• food-processing firms

• advertising agencies

• research institutes

• telephone companies

Science Libraries

The vast amount of scientific knowledge that is constantly being discovered, updated, and changed in scientific fields such as nutrition, marine biology, botany, physiology, biochemistry, zoology, and the health sciences necessitates libraries in a wide range of organizations, including:

• chemical companies

• cosmetics companies

• medical schools

• health centers

• hospitals

• petroleum refineries

• mining firms

• horticultural centers

• veterinary hospitals

• pharmaceutical firms

Would You Really Like to Be a Librarian?

You won’t become a millionaire as a librarian, but you may have the opportunity to do a lot of reading. Being a bookworm, this should please you. However, you should realize that relatively few librarians have the luxury of sitting down on the job and reading a book from cover to cover. Of course, there are exceptions, such as the bibliographer at the national Library of Congress who spent forty years reading as he worked on a bibliography of snow, ice, and permafrost.

The librarian sitting behind a desk at your local library is doing far more than reading; he or she spends a lot of time answering questions and helping patrons. But the librarian also has the chance to see new books coming into the library, read reviews of books in an assigned area in order to find books to order, and assemble book lists. And in this age of technology, the librarian is now busy searching and helping patrons find information via the computer.

Do You Have the Necessary Qualifications?

Most library jobs require considerable versatility. However, there are certain personal competencies that most librarians share. Does the following list of personal competencies show that you have what it takes? Are you:

• an excellent communicator?

• a lover of books?

• a good problem solver?

• intellectually curious?

• conscientious?

• tactful and courteous?

• flexible?

• good with all kinds of people?

• service oriented?

• inquisitive?

• a decision maker?

• a team player?

In addition to the necessary personal qualifications, prospective librarians need to have certain professional competences, including meeting considerable educational requirements. Are you a person who:

• is willing to learn new technologies?

• uses current technology and tools?

• likes to do research?

• can manage a budget?

• can market library services?

• can build digital and print collections?

• can negotiate purchases?

• can meet information needs?

The Education of a Librarian

The amount of education needed depends upon the job that you want to hold. If you want to be a professional librarian in either the United States or Canada, the requirements are the same in order to work at most libraries: a master’s degree in library science (M.L.S.) or library and information science (M.L.I.S.). This often takes at least a year beyond the bachelor’s degree, but two-year programs are becoming common. A typical graduate program includes courses in the foundations of library and information science, including the history of books and printing, intellectual freedom and censorship, and the role of libraries and information in society. Other basic courses cover the selection and processing of materials, the organization of information, reference tools and strategies, and user services. Future librarians are also taught to use new resources brought about by advancing technology, such as online reference systems, Internet search methods, and automated circulation systems.

Although a number of colleges in the United States and Canada offer the M.L.S. degree, you will probably want to attend one that has a program accredited by the American Library Association. Admission to these programs isn’t easy. Not only will you need good college grades (at least a B average), you may also need an acceptable score on the Graduate Record Examination. Librarians are quite an educated group. After obtaining an M.L.S., many take courses in continuing education throughout their careers. And librarians with specific goals often go on to earn certificates for advanced study programs, master’s degrees in different fields, or even doctorates in library science.

Schooling Required for Professional Librarians

The educational requirements may vary depending on the career path you choose. Here is a brief discussion of several options.

Public Libraries

If you want a really high administrative post in a very large library, having a master’s degree in library science may not be enough. You may find it helpful to have a Ph.D. in library science or an advanced business degree.

School Libraries

If you like working with school-age children and are seriously considering being a school librarian, check the department of education’s certification requirements in the state or province where you want to work. It may be sufficient to have a bachelor’s degree in education plus courses in library science. In some cases, you would need a master’s degree in library science, perhaps with a library media specialization, or a master’s in education with a specialty in school library media or education media.

Academic Libraries

Librarians wishing to teach library and information science or hold top administrative posts in college or university libraries will find it helpful to have doctorate degrees.

Special Libraries

Not only is a special librarian going to need an M.L.S., at least a bachelor’s degree or possibly another master’s degree is often required in the library’s special subject area.

Schooling Required for Library Support Staff

Depending on where they work, the support staff of libraries have such titles as library technician, library clerk, library technical assistant, and library paraprofessional. These library employees need computer skills but certainly don’t need the years of education beyond high school that professional librarians do. In fact, it is even possible to get a support staff position with just a high school diploma and on-the-job training. Many libraries, nevertheless, prefer support staff to have completed a two-year college program in library technology. Some even require a bachelor’s degree.

Librarians Talk About Their Work

Librarians love to read and feel that they need to read all the time because so much new material is constantly being published. However, most librarians can’t read as much as they want because they have so many other things to do on their jobs. Librarians do manage to keep current with literature in their specific areas by relying on professional journals, book lists, and reviews.

The basic tasks of librarians are largely the same whether they are working in a public, school, academic, or special library. To give you a better picture of what librarians do, some librarians describe their work on the following pages.

Library Assistant in a County Library

Katie Gallagher is a part-time library assistant who is studying for her M.L.I.S. degree. After graduation from college with a degree in theater, one of her early jobs was in a bookstore. This job showed Katie that she liked to be around books and led to her desire to become a librarian. After she started taking courses in library science, she looked around for a part-time job in a library. At first, she worked on the administrative side of a county library. When she saw a posting for a library clerk in the system, she applied for this job and got it.

At the library where she works, there is some crossover between what the assistants and librarians do. During her five-hour stint, Katie spends two to three hours on the desk or answering phone calls from patrons. The remaining time is usually spent processing new books or handling interlibrary loans. At times, she does some research to help patrons.

Katie realizes that working in a library will help her get a job as a librarian when she completes her degree. Right now, she thinks that she would like to find a job as a school librarian. Fortunately, her college also offers the courses and internships she would need to get this position.

Acquisitions Librarian at a Central Library

Kathy Barnard may have close to the perfect job for a bookworm. As a member of the department that selects books and other materials for a large public library, she chooses the books that the library will acquire for its branches. In one year, Kathy may recommend the purchase of a few thousand new books. This does not actually involve reading books on the job but rather reading reviews of books. Her job is challenging because she has to predict how popular a book will be with library patrons before it is even released. The easiest choices she makes are new books by well-known authors.

Kathy finds this job to be very satisfying because she has the opportunity to be so immersed in the world of books. Before acquiring this job, she worked as a reference librarian.

Reference Librarian in a Suburban Library

Because she is a confirmed bookworm, Stefanie van Ogtrop loved the idea of working in a library after graduating from college. Her first job in the world of books was as a clerk—an opening she saw in the local newspaper. After obtaining her M.L.S. degree, she became a young adult librarian and established programs appealing to this age group.

Today, Stefanie is branch manager of a suburban library. When she is not handling administrative responsibilities, she takes turns with two other librarians at the reference desk. She considers the job of reference librarian similar to being a detective. With six hundred to seven hundred patrons visiting the library every day, the questions vary enormously, from a schoolchild seeking information on a Texas governor of the 1800s to an adult looking for facts on global warming. Stefanie uses computer resources to answer many questions; however, she often finds it faster and easier to consult library books and other materials.

One of the best perks of Stefanie’s job is having the chance to look at all the new books that arrive at the library. She always picks a few to browse. Her own need to read also widens her background and makes it so much easier to answer patrons’ questions.

Library Administrator in a Large City

The higher you climb on the administrative ladder in a library, the shorter the amount of time you are likely to read on the job. Vivian Small remembers being assigned the delightful task of reading all of the award-winning Newbery and Caldecott books in one of her first jobs as a children’s librarian. Plus, as both a children’s librarian and a reference librarian, she spent considerable time reading reviews to select books to be added to the collections. Vivian even did some reading as the manager of a branch library, where she also served as a reference librarian. She was involved in the selection of new books and helping patrons find books that they would like. One of the most enjoyable aspects of this job was going to book warehouses and wandering up and down the aisles selecting books for her branch.

When Vivian became a supervising librarian of seven libraries in a large city, her contact with books and library patrons almost entirely vanished. Her job involved hiring and training library personnel, scheduling, budgeting, maintaining the facilities, and attending meetings. Nevertheless, this confirmed bookworm, who often got into trouble as a child because she was always reading, is still an avid reader who has a book in her hands whenever she can.

Research Librarian at a Business Magazine

Susann Rutledge is a confirmed bookworm. In fact, her earliest childhood memory centers on being in a library. As deputy manager in the research department at BusinessWeek magazine, she now gets paid to work in a library and read—an ideal situation for her. And she works with three researchers, one paraprofessional, and the library director, who also read on the job.

The librarians spend their days doing research for the magazine’s reporters and editorial staff, who need information for their stories. As deputy manager, she is also responsible for keeping track of all requests that come into the office and making sure they are answered. The requests are prioritized, and the e-mail system is the primary method of tracking each request. In just a month, the researchers will answer as many as five hundred requests. While many queries cover different businesses and the stock market, plenty of others relate to politics, the entertainment industry, or advances in medicine. Most research is done online using databases.

Because there is so much information available, Susann and the other researchers have to evaluate very carefully what they have read in order to write a summary to fulfill each request. Some requests take just a few minutes to handle, while others may take hours. When research is so vital to a story that Susann becomes the reporter’s right hand, she receives a byline credit. She has received credit for her work on several cover stories.

What kind of a background do you need to get a job like Susann’s? She and the other librarians all have master’s degrees in library and information science. How do you get these jobs that let you read? It can be very difficult as there is often very little turnover. This is especially true at her magazine. Susann had a summer internship in which she was able to demonstrate her solid research skills, and she was offered a full-time job after graduation. She recommends this job to anyone who loves to read and learn new things every day.

Manager of Library and Information Services at a Zoo

Suzanne Braun-McKee actually found her job as a zoo librarian through a newspaper ad that piqued her interest. While working at the zoo, she had the rare opportunity of building a brand-new library and developing a collection of books, journals, videos, and slides.

It was also her responsibility to continually expand the zoo’s library to meet staff needs. In doing her job, she had to become an expert on materials ranging from orchids to rhinos.

To be successful in the special library field, Suzanne found it essential to use diverse reading skills. She spent a lot of time on the Web sifting through information for the zoo curators. Then, she had to use her critical-thinking skills and library background to determine what information was accurate and reliable. Much of her reading was of very technical materials, requiring her to analyze carefully what she had read.

As manager of the zoo library, Suzanne had to become a jack-of-all-trades as she juggled several duties that you might not expect a librarian to handle. She proofread all the publications of the zoo, wrote interpretive information signs, created handouts for general visitors, and sat on a lot of committees.

While Suzanne loves to read, her major reason for becoming a librarian was to disseminate knowledge. At the zoo, she was able to use what she read to help the staff and general public find out what they wanted to know.

Librarian at a Newspaper

Sylvia Halladay is currently a librarian at a major Midwest city newspaper. Before getting this job, she was a court librarian—working for judges. Along with two other full-time librarians and one part-time librarian, she has the task of entering into the newspaper’s database the articles that reflect what was in the newspaper each day. Sylvia uses her computer to call up a page and go through it story by story. For some sections of the newspaper, she puts a subject header on every story and sends it to the database. In others, she only sends articles related to her state to the database. She also must check that each story’s headline is in the database. If this hasn’t been done automatically by the newspaper’s computers, she enters the headline in the database and troubleshoots to learn why it didn’t come automatically. The database that she and the other librarians are creating is used by the newspaper’s reporters, paid databases, and the online paper for the public. She spends a little time doing research for reporters and handles other tasks, such as making a recipe database.

This is one job in which you actually read almost every minute of the day, so it is ideal for bookworms. It is also one in which computer skills are a must. Just a few years ago, the job of newspaper librarian was entirely different. Then the librarians would actually cut articles from the newspaper and file them under the appropriate headings.

Being a newspaper librarian is a small field. Some of the librarians at Sylvia’s newspaper have M.L.S. degrees. And like most newspaper jobs, the librarians do shift work. Sylvia’s shift is from 1 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. on Monday through Friday.

Library Director at a Law Office

A virtual library is not enough for lawyers; they still need law books. The large midwestern firm where Nikki Schofield works has more than ten thousand volumes. One part-time library assistant works with her to do loose-leaf filing. Nikki handles attorneys’ requests, manages the budget, orders new material, catalogs books, recommends electronic services, and keeps track of circulation. One of her main tasks is overseeing the library’s expenses.

Nikki’s job is perfect for someone who loves to read because it is her major activity. Her job has changed in the past five years. Now, the research that she once did for lawyers is being handled by the paralegals and associates at the firm. This might not be true for librarians at other firms.

Nikki describes her job as challenging and never boring. She continues to hone her skills, focusing most of her attention on librarian conventions to learn new technology. When her workday is over, this bookworm just transfers her attention to reading books on the Civil War—her favorite avocation.

School Library Media Coordinator

What makes Joanne Fox’s job satisfying as an elementary school librarian is the opportunity to teach children how to use the library and to acquaint them with the world of books. Every day, several classes come to the library. Joanne typically begins each half-hour session by reading and discussing an age-appropriate story with the children. Then she spends time on building their library skills before she helps them select books.

Besides working with the students, Joanne also helps the teachers select books to match their classroom curricula. Plus, time needs to be spent every day handling administrative tasks and directing the volunteer aides.

Considerable reading is involved in this job, as Joanne has to decide which books should be added to the library’s collection of ten thousand volumes. Then, when the new books arrive, this bookworm always tries to read all the picture books and novels and as many other books as she can. As a result, she always has a stack of books by her bed at home.

In order to be a school librarian in her state, it was only necessary for Joanne to have a bachelor’s degree. The principal chose her for this job because of her superior qualifications. She also had master’s degrees in zoology and museum studies and had worked part-time in a public library.

The Good and Bad of Being a Librarian

Just like any other career, being a librarian has both positive and negative aspects. While this career may not let bookworms read as much as they like, it does allow them to spend time near their fondest possessions—books.

Good Things About Being a Librarian

• Part of the time in your job you are paid for doing what you love most—reading.

• You work with people who share your love of books.

• You have the opportunity to share your knowledge of books with library patrons.

• You can feel the reward of furthering other people’s knowledge, whether they are esoteric researchers or third graders doing their first reports.

• You join a profession that demands you keep learning about what is happening in the world.

• You have a job that lets you use all your creativity and initiative in searching for hard-to-find materials.

• You can choose to be either a generalist or a specialist who concentrates on a particular field of interest.

• You can choose between working with people or working for the most part by yourself.

Things to Consider About Being a Librarian

• Considerable preparation is required for this career; librarians usually need to have master’s degrees.

• Pay for librarians is not always equal to that of other professions that require the same amount of schooling.

• You may have to cope at times with unreasonable demands and discourteous behavior from library patrons.

• You may have to be able to stoop, lift, and stretch as you shelve or reach for books.

• You must be willing to use computers in searching for information at most libraries.

• You will not always work the typical nine-to-five day. Libraries are open in the evenings and on weekends.

Getting a Job as a Librarian

If you just want a clerical or a technical job in a library, you can usually find this type of work by contacting a local library, going online to job websites, or reading newspaper ads. However, a more concerted effort is generally needed to find a job as a librarian. Here are some ways to find these jobs.

American and Canadian Library Associations

One of the best ways to get solid information about a career as a librarian is by visiting the website of one of the national library associations. If you are interested in obtaining a library position in Canada, visit the Canadian Library Association (CLA) website at www.cla.ca. It also has helpful career and job information. The American Library Association (ALA) website at www.ala.org offers a career overview and information on salaries, job outlook, education and degrees, professional development, and employment opportunities. In an effort to help librarians and library workers find employment, ALA and its units list available positions in a variety of formats. Here are a number of resources available through the ALA website for job seekers:

• JobLIST: a service of American Libraries and C&RL News

• Library & Information Technology Association (LITA) job site: jobs in library information and technology

• ALA Placement Services: operates in conjunction with ALA Midwinter Meetings and the ALA Annual Conferences

Part-Time Jobs

You can begin paving the way for your first full-time job before you ever finish your education by working part-time in a library. Prior experience is always an added bonus on a resume. Furthermore, getting your foot in the door with a part-time job can lead to a full-time job after graduation.

Internships and Work-Study Programs

You should also look into other options for experience, such as internships and work-study programs. Besides extremely sought-after internships at the Library of Congress and the National Library of Medicine, many research, academic, and special libraries offer internships that can lead to future jobs.

Help on Campus

College placement services can really be helpful in finding a job. They post job listings, and many help with the writing of resumes and send your credentials to prospective employers. Don’t overlook studying college bulletin boards and talking to faculty members, fellow students, and alumni when searching for a job.

Internet Resources

Be sure to visit www.libraryjobpostings.com. It links to all the various state and regional job Web pages. Another website to visit is www.lisjobs.com, which posts jobs for librarians and information professionals. Many general online job-search websites post information on library vacancies, too. Library associations and state library agency sites also list job openings.

Classified Ads

Most library journals have classified ad sections that list jobs. You can even advertise your own availability in some of these journals, listing your experience and education plus your preferences—job title, location, salary, and so forth.

Librarian Conventions and Conferences

Go to the conventions and conferences of library associations. Many have job placement programs. You can even send your credentials in before some conventions start.

Directory

The American Library Directory lists all kinds of libraries in a two-volume directory or online (www.americanlibrarydirectory.com). Its only weakness is that some school and special libraries don’t return their forms so they aren’t listed.

Federal Government Information

Don’t overlook getting a job with the government. To work in many of the federal libraries in the United States, you must establish civil service eligibility and be placed on the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) register in the geographic area in which you wish to be considered. Other agencies, such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Central Intelligence Agency, and Library of Congress, have their own special procedures for hiring. Applicants should contact the agencies directly. In Canada, you can learn about hiring procedures and job opportunities by visiting the government’s jobs website at http://jobs-emplois.gc.ca.

Making a Living as a Librarian

Your salary as a librarian will vary according to your qualifications and the type, size, and location of your workplace. Overall, the good news is that librarians’ salaries are increasing. The annual American Library Association (ALA) survey in 2007 showed the median salary for ALA-accredited librarians with master’s degrees was $57,809, with the median ALA M.L.S. salary being $53,000. Salaries ranged from $22,048 to $225,000. Salaries for librarians without M.L.S. degrees ranged from $10,712 to $143,700. For all positions, salaries are usually highest in the North Atlantic and West/Southwest regions and lowest in the Southeast. In Canada, the median salary for a librarian in a large city is more than CAN$50,000. You can get a better idea of what you might make as a librarian by studying the salaries listed in online ads for librarians and in professional journals.

What Else Can You Do with a Library Degree?

Just because you graduated from college with a librarian’s degree is no reason you have to become a librarian. Librarians can use their specialized knowledge in many other satisfying careers requiring similar analytical, organizational, communication, and database skills. Look at this list of book-related and information-related careers many librarians are pursuing:

• researcher

• bookseller

• archivist

• editor

• information consultant

• indexer

• storyteller

• author

• abstractor

• information broker

• records manager

• database specialist

• systems analyst

• book reviewer

• historian

• information systems manager

• museum curator

• publisher’s sales representative

• webmaster or Web developer

The Future Outlook for Librarians

Today, there is an explosion of knowledge both in printed and online material in every field that you can think of. Former American Library Association President John W. Berry has described current librarians as the human search engines we increasingly count on to help us sort through all this information.

Jobs for librarians in the United States will grow the fastest in the next decade for those working in nontraditional librarian jobs, including work as information brokers and for private corporations, nonprofit organizations, and consulting firms. While the number of librarians working in traditional settings is expected to grow more slowly than for all occupations through 2014, opportunities are expected to be very good because so many librarians are retiring and fewer people are entering the profession. In some cases in recent years, there have been more jobs than applicants. In Canada, the number of job seekers is likely to match the number of openings, with more openings occurring as librarians retire.

For Further Reading

The image of a librarian sitting behind a desk checking books in and out is decidedly not a description of today’s librarians. Although this may still be part of the job, librarians have become information specialists adept at using computers to search for written material throughout the world. Learn more about career opportunities for librarians by reading the following career books:

Carvell, Linda P. Career Opportunities in Library and Information Science. New York: Ferguson Publishing Company, 2005.

Raddon, Rosemary, ed. Your Career, Your Life: Career Management for the Information Professional. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2004.

Shontz, Priscilla K., and Richard A. Murray, eds. A Day in the Life: Career Options in Library and Information Science. Portsmouth, NH: Libraries Unlimited, 2007.

For more specific information on careers in special libraries, visit the following websites:

Special Libraries Association: www.sla.org

American Association of Law Libraries: www.aallnet.org

Medical Library Association: www.mlanet.org




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/html/toc.ncx
 
   
     
     
     
     
  
   
     Mcgraw-hill’s careers for bookworms & other literary types
  
   
     
       
         Cover Page
      
       
    
     
       
         Mcgraw-hill’s careers for bookworms & other literary types
      
       
    
     
       
         Copyright Page
      
       
    
     
       
         Contents
      
       
    
     
       
         Acknowledgments
      
       
    
     
       
         Chapter 1 Careers for Bookworms Investigating the Opportunities
      
       
    
     
       
         Chapter 2 Library Careers Connecting People with Everything in Print
      
       
    
  




OEBPS/html/page-template.xpgt
 

   

     
       
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/html/images/mgh.jpg
Professional





OEBPS/html/images/007164217X_ci_std.jpg
MARJORIE EBERTS

MARGARET GISLER

McGRAW-HILL’S

AN\ RS ™ ——
\
)

BOOKWORM

& Other Literary Types

Turn your passion into paychecks!
Discover a range of awesome careers
Meet others succeeding in your ideal field

Find the job that’s right for you

i






OEBPS/html/images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/html/images/pub.jpg
NewYork Chicago San Francisco Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City
Milan NewDelhi Sanjuan Seoul Singapore Sydney Toronto





