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      	To Kate B.,
with love and thanks
H. O.
   
For Lucy
S. W.
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      CONTRACT OF SERVICE

      between

      WITCH HAGATHA AGATHA, Haggy Aggy for short, HA for shortest
      

      of Thirteen Chimneys, Wizton-under-Wold

      &

      the Witch’s Familiar,

      RUMBLEWICK SPELLWACKER MORTIMER B, RB for short
      

      It is hereby agreed that, come

      FIRE, Brimstone, CAULDRONS overflowing,
      

      or ALIEN WIZARDS invading,
      

      for the NEXT SEVEN YEARS

      RB will serve HA,

      obey her every WHIM and WORD and at all times assist her
      

      in the ways of being a true and proper WITCH.
      

      PAYMENT for services will be:
      

      * a log basket to sleep in * unlimited slime buns for breakfast

      * free use of HA’s broomsticks (outside of peak brooming hours)

      * and a cracked mirror for luck.

      PENALTY for failing in his duties will be decided on the whim of
      

      THE HAGS on HIGH.

      SIGNED AND SEALED

      this New Moon Day, 22nd of Remember
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Rumblewick Spellwacker Mortimer B
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And witnessed by the High Hag, Trixie Fiddlestick	 	 

    

   
      A SHORT HISTORY 
OF HOW YOU COME TO BE READING MY 
VERY PRIVATE DIARIES

      In a snail shell, they were STOLEN. Oh yes, no less. My witch, Haggy Aggy (HA for short), sneaked into my log basket and helped
         herself.
      

      According to her, this is what happened:

      On one of her many shopping trips to Your Side she met a Book Wiz. (I am told you call them publishers, though Wiz seems more
         fitting as they make books appear, as if by magic, 
         every
         day
         of the
         week.)
      

      Anyway, this Book Wiz/publisher wanted HA to write an account of HER life as a witch here on Our Side. Of course, HA wasn’t
         willing to do 
         that. Being the most unwilling witch in witchdom, she is far too busy shopping, watching TV, not cackling, being anything BUT a
         witch, and getting me into trouble with the High Hags
         
            *
         
          as a result.
      

      The Book Wiz begged on her knees (apparently) and offered HA a life’s supply of shoes if she came up with something. So HA
         did. She came up with THIS — MY DIARIES. ALL OF THEM!!!!
      

      Of course, when I wrote the diaries, I was 
         not expecting anyone to read them. Let alone othersiders like you. But as you are, here is a word to the wise about how things
         work between us:
      

      1. We are here on THIS SIDE and you are there on the OTHER SIDE.

      2. Between us is the HORIZON LINE.

      3. You don’t see we’re here, on This Side, living our lives, because for you the Horizon Line is 
         always
         a day
         away. You can walk for a thousand moons (or more for all I know), but you’ll never reach it.
      

      4. On the other paw, we know you’re there because we visit you all the time. This is partly because of broomsticks. A broomstick
         has no trouble with any Horizon Line anywhere. A broomstick (with one or more of us upon it) just flies straight through.
      

      And it has to be like that because scaring otherside children into their wits is part of witches’ work. In fact it is Number
         One on the Witches’ Charter of Good Practice (see copy glued at the back).
      

      On the other paw, it is NOWHERE in the Charter for a witch to go over to Your Side to make friends and try to be and do everything
         you are and do – 
         as my
         witch, Haggy 
         Aggy, 
         does.
      

      But then, that’s my giant problem: being cat to a witch who doesn’t want to be one. And as you will see from these diaries,
         it makes my life a right BAG OF HEDGEHOGS. So all I can say is, if HA tries to make friends with YOU, send her straight back
         to This Side with a spider in her ear.
      

      Thank you,

      Rumblewick Spellwacker Mortimer B. xxx

      


      This Diary Belongs to:

      Rumblewick Spellwacker Mortimer B.

      RUMBLEWICK for short, RB for shortest

      Address:

      Thirteen Chimneys,

      Wizton-under-Wold, This Side

      Bird’s Eye View: 331 N by WW

      Telephone:

      77+3-5+1-7

      Nearest Otherside Telephone:

      Ditch and Candleberry Bush Street,

      N by SE Over the Horizon

      Birthday:

      Windy Day 23rd Magogary

      Education:

      The Awethunder School for Familiars 
12–Moon Apprenticeship to the 
High Hag Witch Trixie Fiddlestick

      Qualifications:

      Certified Witch’s Familiar

      Current Employment:

      Seven-year contract with Witch Hagatha Agatha, 
Haggy Aggy for short, HA for shortest

      Hobbies:

      Cathastics, Point-to-Point Shrewing, Languages

      Next of Kin:

      Uncle Sherbet (retired Witch’s Familiar)

      Moldy Old Cottage,

      Flying Teapot Street,

      Prancetown

   


End of sample
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    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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